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PREFACE. 


In  offering  to  his  countrymen  this  second  volume  of  the 
history  of  their  native  State,  the  writer  feels  that  his  first 
duty  is  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  kind  reception  given 
to  his  former  effort.  It  has  operated  as  a  stimulus  in  the 
preparation  of  this.  The  events  of  our  history  seem  nat- 
urally to  divide  themselves  into  four  periods:  the  fii-st 
embraces  the  early  and  ineffectual  effoiis  at  colonization 
in  the  sixteenth  century — these  have  been  presented  in 
the  previous  volume ;  the  other  three  should  respectively 
offer  the  picture  and  progress  of  the  State  in  three  differ- 
ent aspects : — under  the  proprkta/t^y  government ; — under 
the  royal  government ; — and  as  a  republic. 

The  attempt,  in  this  volume,  is  to  tell  the  story  of  our 
country  from  1663  to  1729,  while  it  was  under  the  propri- 
etary dominion.  After  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  century 
and  a  quarter  since  that  dominion  ceased,  it  may  well  be 
supposed  that  authentic  materials  are  neither  abundant 
nor  veiy  accessible.  Beside  examining  what  was  already 
in  print,  the  writer  determined  to  spare  no  labor,  either  in 
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the  search  for,  or  study  of,  the  original  sources  of  our  his- 
tory in  authentic  manuscripts.  The  kindness  of  the  Legis- 
lature having  opened  to  him  the  archives  in  our  public 
offices,  these  were  diligently  examined ;  and  a  grateful 
acknowledgment  is  here  recorded  of  the  kindness  of  Gov- 
ernor Bragg,  and  Mr.  Page,  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
facilitating  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  the  author's 
labors. 

The  minutes  of  the  council,  the  records  of  early  grants 
of  land,  the  copies  of  old  wills  and  inventories,  have  all 
affi)rded  a  mass  of  valuable  information.  But  beside  these, 
the  records  of  the  civil  and  criminal  couiis,  and  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  Albemarle,  together  with  the  early 
"minute-book"  of  the  society  of  "Friends,"  in  the  same 
region,  all  of  which  were  most  readily  furnished  by  Presi- 
dent Swain  of  the  University,  have  afforded  great  assist- 
ance in  ^certaining  the  truth  of  our  history.  The  letter- 
book  of  Colonel  Thomas  Pollock,  of  which  a  copy  was 
furnished  by  his  descendant,  Thomas  Pollock  Devereux, 
Esq.,  to  President  Swain,  was  also  placed  at  the  writer^s 
disposal. 

Among  the  author's  own  manuscripts  was  a  copy  of  Gov- 
ernor Spotswood's  letters  during  the  Carey  rebellion  and 
the  Indian  war  of  lYll.  This  copy  was  made  from  a  vol- 
ume, found  by  the  author  many  years  ago,  among  the 
manuscripts  of  his  grandfather,  and  purporting  to  have 
been  a  transcript  made  from  Spotswood's  original  letter- 
book,  and  to  have  been  deposited  in  the  office  of  our  Sec- 
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retary  of  State  by  Governor  Alexander  Martin,  "  to  serve 
as  materials  for  some  future  historian"  of  North  Carolina. 
By  what  means  it  found  its  way  to  a  place  among  the  man- 
uscripts of  his  ancestor,  the  author  knows  not :  he  returned 
it,  years  ago,  to  its  proper  depository,  the  ofl&ce  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

In  addition  to  these  letters,  the  author's  library  furnished 
him  with  a  mass  of  manuscripts  (none  of  which  have  ever 
been  printed),  which  he  obtained  in  London  some  years 
since,  in  the  shape  of  copies  made  from  the  originals  there, 
and  verified  by  his  own  comparison. 

A  complete  manuscript  copy  of  the  whole  body  of  our 
statute  law  in  1715,  was  kindly  furnished  to  the  writer  by 
his  friend,  William  B.  Rodman,  E^q.,  of  Washington,  and 
has  been  of  great  service  in  the  preparation  of  the  book. 

The  Hon.  George  Bancroft  also  very  kindly  placed  in 
the  writer's  possession  the  original  manuscript  materials  of 
George  Chalmers,  used  by  him  in  the  preparation  of  his 
"  Annals,''  and  of  his  "  Revolt  of  the  American  Colonies.!' 
These  Mr.  Bancroft  purchased  in  London ;  and,  with  the 
advantage  thus  obtained  of  comparison  of  the  manuscripts 
with  Chalmers'  printed  volumes,  the  writer  was  enabled 
to  ascertain  some  facts,  the  history  of  which  was  before 
obscure.  To  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  author  would  further  make 
his  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  great  liberality  with 
which  he  has  allowed  him  access  to  his  most  extensive  and 
rich  collection  of  manuscripts  relating  to  America :  a  col- 
lection far  more  valuable  than  any  other  in  our  country, 
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or  indeed  in  the  world,  as  it  embraces  documents  from 
France  and  Spain  as  well  as  from  England. 

To  North  Carolinians,  the  author  hardly  need  say  that 
President  Swain  has  rendered  to  him  every  assistance  in 
his  power ;  and  such  has  been  his  devotion  to  the  subject 
for  years,  that  every  one  knows  such  assistance  could  not 
but  be  valuable  indeed.  In  personal  conference,  as  well 
as  by  coiTespondence,  he  has  been  ever  ready  to  commu- 
nicate freely  all  that  his  faithful  and  patient  research  has 
discovered ;  and  he  placed  in  the  author's  hands  beside,  his 
own  notes  and  memoranda  made,  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
course  of  his  investigation. 

When  the  author  undertook  his  task,  it  was  with  the 
agreement  between  President  Swain  and  himself,  adopted 
at  his  own  request,  that  his  labors  should  undergo  their 
joint  critical  supervision,  in  manuscript,  before  being  sent 
to  the  press.  He  has  therefore  now  to  announce  to  the 
reader  that  the  book  in  his  hands  has  undergone  such 
revision,  and  if  there  be  in  it  that  which  is  erroneous  in 
point  of  fact,  it  is  because  their  authorities  have  misled  the 
revisors.     They  believe  the  stojn/  to  be  true. 

The  second  chapter  of  the  volume,  on  the  Law  and  its 
Administration,  has  been  submitted  to  the  revisal  and  cor- 
rection of  B.  F.  Moore,  Esq.,  who  most  kindly  performed 
the  labor  at  the  author's  request ;  and  we  hardly  need  say 
will,  on  this  account,  deservedly  be  more  acceptable,  both 
to  the  professional  and  general  reader. 

In  conclusion,  the  author  believes  he  may  truly  state 
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tliat  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  boolc  have  been  pre- 
pared from  an  examination  of  the  original  authorities,  ex- 
isting in  manuscript.  The  effort  has  honestly  been  made 
to  ascertain  and  tell  simply  the  truth,  and  to  furnish  the 
intelligent  reader  with  the  means  of  forming  for  himself  a 
vivid  picture  of  the  times,  in  the  varied  aspects  of  society, 
during  our  early  existence  as  a  people ;  and  it  is  in  great 
part  for  this  end  that  the  preliminary  documents  have 
been  prefixed  to  the  several  chapters :  it  was  thought  best 
to  let  the  contempomneous  witnesses,  the  actors  in  the 
scenes  described,  be  heard  for  themselves. 

As  imperfection  attaches  to  all  that  is  human,  the  au- 
thor begs  indulgence  for  his  errors.  These  he  knows  to 
be  unintentional,  and  in  extenuation  of  them,  would  plead 
the  simple  fact,  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  prepare  the 
volume  in  such  intervals  as  he  could  contrive,  by  an  econ* 
omy  of  time,  to  snatch  fi'om  the  never-ceasing  demands 
made  on  him  by  the  duties  of  a  laborious  and  responsible 
profession  in  a  large  city.  The  labor  has  not  been  Kght, 
and  he  frankly  confesses  that  he  would  undergo  such  toil 
for  no  countiy  but  North  Carolina.  She  has  a  claim  upon 
his  filial  duty.  In  her  bosom  his  infancy  found  protec- 
tion, and  his  childhood  was  noui'ished.  He  here  lays  his 
humble  offering  in  her  lap. 

For  the  communication,  in  a  friendly  spirit,  of  such 
errore  as  may  be  discovered,  he  will  be  most  grateful  to 
any  of  his  countrymen ;  and  will  be  careful  to  correct 
such  faults  in  a  future  edition.     K  they  shall  feel,  when 
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they  lay  down  the  book,  that  they  have  a  more  compre- 
hensive, thorough,  and  distinct  view  than  they  have  had 
before  of  the  whole  aspect  of  society  in  North  Carolina, 
during  the  sixty-six  years  of  the  proprietors^  rule,  the 
ambition  of  the  author  will  be  satisfied,  and  he  will  feel 
grateful  that  the  chief  end  he  sought  has  been  attained. 

If  his  present  effort  should  prove  acceptable  to  his  coun- 
trymen, he  will  proceed,  as  rapidly  as  his  other  duties  will 
permit,  in  the  preparation  of  the  third  volume,  embracing 
the  period  of  the  royal  government  of  the  province.  But 
the  execution  of  this  part  of  his  work,  especially  under 
the  disadvantages  of  his  present  position,  at  a  distance 
from  the  scene  of  the  events  he  would  describe,  and  with 
but  occasional  and  brief  opportunities,  in  stolen  scraps  of 
time,  to  visit  the  State  to  collect  and  consult  the  only  au- 
thentic yet  scattered  manuscript  materials  there,  will  re- 
quire more  time  and  labor  than  has  been  necessary  in  the 
preparation  of  this  volume  ;  and  he  therefore  would  hum- 
bly bespeak  the  indulgent  patience  and  forbearance  of  his 
countrymen. 

New  York,  January,  1858. 
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No.  I. 
YARDLEY'S    DISCOVERIES 

IN 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

1654. 

[Bbpbintid  fbom  Thublob'8  Statb  Paphs,  Vol..  n.,  p.  278.] 


[The  letter  from  Yardley  communicating  his  discoveries,  is  addressed  to 
John  Farrar,  Esq.,  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  written,  Ferrar^  of  the  manor  of 
Little  Gidding  in  Huntingdonshire. 

This  is  a  name  connected  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  with  the  first  colo- 
nization of  Virginia.  As  early  as  1620,  the  name  of  Nicholas  Ferrer  appears 
among  those  of  the  "  adventurers,  with  their  several  sums  adventured,  paid 
to  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  Knight,  late  treasurer  of  the  company  for  Virginia :" 
and  he  left  by  his  will  three  hundred  pounds  to  be  applied  in  maintaining 
and  educating  in  Christianity  young  Indians  in  Virginia. 

The  father  of  Nicholas  Ferrar  the  younger  (for,  we  believe,  his  name  was 
also  Nicholas),  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Sir  W.  Raleigh,  and  knew  also  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  and  Sir  Francis  Drake.  His  association  with  these  celebra- 
ted navigators  caused  him  to  take  great  interest  in  the  work  of  discover}' 
and  colonization  in  America.  This  we  suppose  to  have  been  the  individual 
of  whom  we  have  spoken  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  He  had,  at  least,  two 
sons,  Nicholas  the  younger  and  John.  It  is  to  the  latter  of  these,  Yardley 
writes.  Nicholas  Ferrar  the  younger,  after  an  absence  of  six  years  from 
England,  employed  in  foreign  travel,  returned  just  at  the  time  that  the  Vir- 
ginia company  was  most  actively  engaged  in  planting  the  colony  on  James 
River.  To  the  gratification  of  his  aged  father,  he  entered  with  great  zeal 
into  the  work.  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  (who  had  been  a  pupil  of  the  good  and 
judicious  Hooker)  was  then  treasurer  and  principal  manager  of  the  entor^ 
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prise ;  and  with  him,  Ferrar  became  very  intimate.  Old  Mr.  Ferrar  had 
given  the  use  of  a  large  parlor  in  his  house  to  the  directors  of  the  Virginia 
company,  and  there  were  held  the  councils  and  debates  which  shaped  the 
destinies  of  the  early  settlers  of  Virginia.  Young  Nicholas  Ferrar  became 
the  acting  secretary  of  the  company ;  though  he  never  would  receive  com- 
pensation for  his  services.  He  was  placed  upon  all  the  committees,  and 
prepared  all  the  letters  of  advice  which  were  written  to  the  colonists.  He 
framed  also  the  instructions  sent,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  subjects  of  agri- 
culture, trade,  and  government  He  superintended  the  fitting  out  of  the 
vessels  sent  with  supplies  to  the  colony ;  and,  in  short,  managed  most  of  the 
active  business  of  the  corporation,  with  equal  talent  and  probity.  About 
1664  he  purchased,  in  Huntingdonshire,  a  very  obscure  place  called  Little 
Gidding.  It  was  almost  a  complete  solitude.  Here,  about  the  time  of  the 
plague  in  London,  he  had  sent  his  brother  John  to  make  ready  an  apart- 
ment for  him,  to  which  he  might  retreat  when  the  pestilence  was  over,  for 
he  remained  in  London  during  its  continuance. 

Here,  after  repairing  the  manor-house  and  church,  both  in  a  sad  state  of 
dilapidation,  he  brought  his  aged  mother  and  all  the  members  of  his  &mi]y, 
amounting  in  number  to  about  forty ;  and  here  he  so  established  and  carried 
out  his  plan  of  a  Christian  household,  that  it  became  celebrated  throughout 
the  kingdom,  and  even  drew  foreigners  to  visit  it  Cheerful  religion  within, 
and  practical  benevolence  to  the  poor  without,  were  its  characteristic  fea- 
tures. Finally,  Mr.  Ferrar  took  orders  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  de- 
clining all  lucrative  offers  of  preferment  in  his  profession,  consecrated  him- 
self, with  all  his  talents  and  attainments,  which  were  not  small,  to  the  work 
of  doing  good  at  Little  Gidding,  up  to  the  day  of  his  death.  His  brother 
John  continued  to  be  of  his  household,  and  the  known  interest  in  and  con- 
nection of  the  £%mily  with  Virginia  colonization,  prompted  this  letter  from 
Yardley.  John  Ferrar's  wife  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  Between  the  saintly 
George  Herbert  and  Nicholas  Ferrar  there  existed  the  warmest  Christian 
friendship.  The  last  message  of  Herbert  from  his  death-bed  was  to  Ferrar ; 
and  almost  his  last  utterance  was  in  singing  one  of  his  own  sacred  songs. 
Old  Isaac  Walton,  who  knew  and  loved  them  both,  has  left  behind  the  me- 
morial of  his  nndoubting  confidence  of  their  beatification,  in  a  sentence  that 
may  make  us  smile  at  his  simplicity,  while  it  forces  us  to  respect  his  faith. 
Speaking  of  Herbert^s  last  hymn  on  earth,  he  proceeds :  **  and  thus  he  sung 
on  earth,  such  hymns  and  anthems  as  the  angels,  and  he  and  Mr,  Farrer  are 
now  singing  in  heaven."  Who  but  honest,  quaint  old  Isaac  would  ever  have 
thought  of  introducing  them  to  the  society  of  the  angels  as  Mr,  He^-hert  and 
Mr.  Farrer^  to  bear  their  parts  in  a  celestial  concert  ? 
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As  to  the  writer  of  this  letter,  Francis  Yardley,  we  suppose  him  to  have 
been  a  descendant  of  Sir  Gteorge  Yeardly,  a  fonner  governor  of  Virginia, 
who  died,  in  the  colony,  in  1626.] 


Letter  from  Mr,  Francis  Yardley  to  John  Farrar^  Esq, 

Sir  : ViBGINIA,  LiNNBHAVEN,  &A  ifoy,  1054. 

My  brother  Argol  Yardley  hath  received  many  letters  from  yon,  with 
animadversions  and  instructions  to  encourage  him  in  the  prosecution  of 
better  designs  than  that  of  tobacco,  but  myself  never  any ;  yet  the  honor 
I  bear  you,  for  your  fervent  aflfections  to  this  my  native  country,  commands 
me  in  some  measure  to  give  you  an  account  of.what  the  Lord  hath  in  short 
time  brought  to  light,  by  the  means  of  so  weak  a  minister  as  myself; 
namely,  an  ample  discovery  of  South  Virginia  or  Carolina,  the  which  we 
find  a- most  fertile,  gallant,  rich  soil,  flourishing  in  all  the  abundance  of 
nature,  especially  in  the  rich  mulberry  and  vine,  a  serene  air,  and  temperate 
clime^  and  experimentally  rich  in  precious  minerals ;  and  lastly,  I  may  say, 
parallel  with  any  place  for  rich  land,  and  stately  timber  of  all  sorts ;  a  place 
indeed  unacquainted  with  our  Virginfa's  nipping  frosts,  no  winter,  or  very 
little  cold  to  be  found  there.  Thus  much  for  the  country ;  the  majmer  and 
means  in  the  discovery  follows : 

In  September  last,  a  young  man,  a  trader  for  beavers,  being  bound  out  to 
the  adjacent  parts  to  trade,  by  accident  his  sloop  left  him;  and  he,  sup- 
posing she  had  been  gone  to  Rhoanoke,  hired  a  small  boat,  and,  with  one 
of  hb  company  left  with  him,  came  tp  crave  my  license  to  go  to  look  after 
his  sloop,  and  sought  some  relief  of  provisions  of  me ;  the  which  granting, 
he  set  forth  with  three  more  in  company,  one  being  of  my  family,  the  others 
were  my  neighbors.  They  entered  in  at  Caratoke  [this  inlet  would  thus 
appear  to  have  been  then  (1653)  open  for  small  craft],  ten  leiagues  to  the 
southward  ojf  Cape  Henry,  and  so  went  to  Rhoanoke  Island ;  where,  or 
near  thereabouts,  they  found  the  great  Commander  of  those  parts  with  his 
Indians  a-hunting,  who  received  them  civilly,  and  shewed  them  the  ruins  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  fort,  from  whence  I  received  a  sure  token  of  their  being 
there.  [These  ruins  must  have  lasted  nearly  seventy  years  from  the  time 
of  their  erection.]  After  some  days  spent  to  and  fro  in  the  country,  the 
young  man,  the  interpreter,  prevailed  with  the  great  man  and  his  war  cap- 
tains, and  a  great  man  of  another  province,  and  some  other  Indians,  to  come 
in  and  make  their  peace  with  the  English,  which  they  willingly  conde- 
scended unto ;  and  for  the  favor  and  relief  I  extended  to  the  interpreter  in 
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his  necessity,  in  gratitude  he  brought  them  to  me  at  my  house,  where  they 
abode  a  week,  and  shewed  much  civility  of  behavior.  In  the  interhn  of 
which  time,  hearing  and  seeing  the  children  read  and  write ;  of  his  own 
free  voluntary  motion,  he  asked  me  (after  a  most  solid  pause,  we  two  being 
alone),  whether  I  would  take  his  only  son,  having  but  one,  and  teach  him 
to  do  as  our  children ;  namely,  in  his  terms,  "  to  speak  out  of  the  book,  and 
to  make  a  writing ;"  which  motion  I  most  heartily  embraced ;  and  with  ex- 
pressions of  love  and  many  presents,  crediting  with  clothes,  dismissed  him. 
At  his  departure  he  expressed  himself  desirous  to  serve  that  God  the  Eng- 
lishmen served,  and  that  his  child  might  be  so  brought  up ;  promising  to 
bring  him  to  me  in  four  moons,  in  which  space  my  occasions  calling  me  to 
Maryland,  ho  came  once  himself,  and  sent  twice,  to  know  if  I  was  returned, 
that  he  might  bring  his  child ;  but  in  my  absence,  some  people,  supposing 
I  had  great  gains  by  commerce  with  him,  murmured,  and  earned  them- 
selves uncivilly  towards  them,  forbidding  their  coming  in  any  more ;  and  by 
some  over-busy  justices  of  the  place  (my  wife  having  brought  him  to  church 
in  the  congregation),  after  sermon,  threatened  to  whip  him  and  send  him 
away.  The  great  man  was  very  much  afraid,  and  much  appalled ;  but  my 
wife  kept  him  in  her  hand  by  her  side,  and  confidently  and  constantly  on 
my  behalf  resisted  their  threatenings,'  till  they  publicly  protested  against  me 
for  bringing  them  in ;  but  she  worthily  engaged  my  whole  fortunes  for  any 
damage  should  arise  by  or  from  them,  till  my  return ;  which  falling  out 
presently  after,  I  having  by  the  way  taken  my  brother  in  with  me  for  the 
better  prosecution  of  so  noble  a  design,  immediately  I  dispatched  away  a 
boat  with  six  hands,  one  being  a  carpenter,  to  build  the  king  an  English 
house,  my  promise,  at  his  coming  first,  being  to  comply  in  that  matter.  I 
sent  £200  sterling  in  trust,  to  purchase  and  pay  for  what  land  they  should 
like,  the  which  in  little  time  they  effected  and  purchased,  and  paid  for  three 
great  rivers,  and  also  all  such  others  as  they  should  like  of,  southerly; 
[tliese  three  rivers  we  suppose  to  have  been  the  Koanoke,  the  Pamlico  or 
Tor,  and  the  Neuse  ;]^  and  in  solemn  manner  took  possession  of  the  country, 
in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England;  and 
actual  possession  was  solemnly  given  to  them  by  the  great  Commander,  and 
all  the  great  men  of  the  rest  of  the  provinces,  in  delivering  them  a  turf  of 
the  earth  with  an  arrow  shot  into  it;  and  so  the  Indians  totally  left  the 
lands  and  rivers  to  us,  retiring  to  a  new  habitation,  where  our  people  built 
the  great  Commander  a  fair  house,  the  which  I  am  to  furnish  with  English 
utensils  and  chattels.     In  the  interim,  whilst  the  house  was  building  for  the 

1  We  call  this  the  Tor,  not  Tew  or  Tltw,  for  a  reason  which  will  appear  on  a  future  page. 
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great  Emperor  of  Rhoanoke,  he  undertook,  with  some  of  his  Indians,  to 
bring  some  of  our  men  to  the  Emperor  of  the  Tuskarorawes,  and  to  that 
purpose  sent  embassadors  before^  and  with  two  of  our  company  set  forth, 
and  travelled  within  two  days'  journey  of  the  place,  where  at  a  hunting 
quarter,  the  Tuskarorawes  emperor,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  men, 
met  our  company,  and  received  them  courteously;  and  after  some  days 
spent,  desired  them  to  go  to  his  chief  town,  where  he  told  them  was  one 
Spaniard  residing,  who  had  been  seven  years  with  them,  a  man  very  rich, 
having  about  thirty  in  family,  seven  whereof  are  negroes ;  and  he  had  one 
more  negro,  leiger  with  a  great  nation  called  the  Newxes  [Newsioks].  He 
is  sometimes,  they  say,  gone  from  thence  a  pretty  while.  Our  people  had 
gone,  but  that  the  interpreter,  with  over-travelling  himself,  fell  sick ;  yet  the 
Tuskarorawe  proffered  him,  if  he  would  go,  he  would  in  three  days'  journey 
bring  him  to  a  great  salt  sea,  and  to  places  where  they  had  copper  out  of 
the  ground,  the  art  of  refining  which  they  have  perfectly ;  for  our  people 
saw  much  amongst  them,  and  some  plates  of  a  foot  square.  There  was  one 
Indian  had  two  beads  of  gold  in  his  ears,  big  as  rounceval  peas ;  and  they 
said  there  was  much  of  that  not  far  off.  These  allurements  had  drawn 
them  thither,  but  for  the  interpreter's  weakness,  and  the  war,  that  was  be- 
tween a  great  nation  called  the  Cacores  [the  Coranines,  or  Cores],  a  very 
little  people  in  stature,  not  exceeding  youths  of  tliirteen  or  fourteen  years, 
but  extremely  valiant  and  fierce  in  fight,  and  above  belief  swift  in  retirement 
and  flight,  whereby  they  resist  the  puissance  of  this  potent,  rich,  and  numer- 
ous people.  There  is  another  great  nation  by  these  called  the  Haynokes, 
who  valiantly  resist  the  Spaniard's  further  northern  attempts.  The  Tuska- 
rorawe told  them  the  way  to  the  sea,  was  a  plain  road,  much  travelled  for 
salt  and  copper ;  the  salt  is  made  by  the  sea  itself,  and  some  of  it  brought 
in  to  me.  After  the  Tuskarorawe  could  not  prevail,  but  our  people  would 
return,  he  sent  his  only  son  with  a  great  man  his  tutor,  and  another  great 
man  and  some  other  attendants  with  them ;  and  when  they  -came  to  the 
rest  of  our  company,  the  house  being  done  and  finished,  the'Rowanoke 
with  the  Tuskarorawe  prince  and  sundry  other  kings  of  the  provinces,  in 
all  some  foity-five  in  company,  together  with  our  six  men,  on  May  day 
last,  arrived  at  my  house.  The  Rowanoke  brought  his  wife  with  him  and 
his  son  to  be  baptized.  It  fell  out  happily,  that  my  brother  and  many  other 
friends  were  met  at  my  house.  Tlie  only  present  brought  us  was  the  turf 
of  earth  with  the  arrow  shot  into  it,  which  was  again  solemnly  delivered 
unto  me,  and  received  by  me,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  England,  to  whom  we  really  tender  the  sure  possession  of 
this  rich  and  flourishing  place ;  hoping  only,  that  our  properties  and  our 
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paius  will  not  be  forgotten.  There  is  no  man  hath  been  at  a  penny  charge 
but  myselli  and  it  hath  already  cost  me  three  hundred  pounds  and  upwards ; 
and  were  my  estate  able,  I  should  hope  to  give  a  better  account  of  my  well 
wishes  to"  a  general  good.  My  hopes  are  I  shall  not  want  assistance  from 
good  patriots  either  by  their  good  words  or  purses.  Tuesday  the  third  of 
May,  the  Rowanoke  presented  his  child  to  the  minister  before  the  congre- 
gation to  be  baptized,  which  was  solemnly  performed  in  presence  of  all  the 
Indians,  and  the  child  left  with  me  to  be  bred  up  a  Christian,  which  God 
grant  him  grace  to  become !  At  their  departure,  we  appointed  a  further 
discovery  by  sea  and  land,  to  begin  the  first  of  July  next  God  guide  us  to 
his  glory,  and  England's  and  Virginia's  honor ! 

Sir,  if  you  think  good  to  acquaint  the  States  with  what  is  done  by  two 
Virginians  born,  you  will  honor  our  country.  I  have  at  this  instant  no 
present  worthy  your  acceptance,  but  an  arrow  that  came  from  the  Indians 
inhabiting  on  the  South  Sea,  the  which  we  purpose,  God  willing,  to  see  this 
summer,  non  obstante  periculo,  I  am  lastly,  Sir,  a  suitor  to  you  for  some 
silk-worms'  eggs,  and  materials  for  the  making  of  silk,  and  what  other  good 
fruits,  or  roots  or  plants,  may  be  proper  for  such  a  country.  Above  all,  my 
desire  is  to  the  olive,  some  trees  of  which  could  we  procure,  would  rejoice 
me ;  for  wine  we  cannot  want  with  industry.  Thus  desiring  to  kiss  your 
hands,  with  the  fair  hands  of  my  virtuous  countrywoman,  the  worthily  to 
be  honored  Mrs.  Virginia  Farrar, 

I  humbly  take  leave,  and  ever  remain.  Sir, 

Your  tnie  honorer  and  affectionate 

Servant  to  be  commanded, 

Francis  Yardlby. 
For  the  worshipful  John  Farrar,  Esq.,  at  his  Manor) 
of  Little  Gidding,  in  Huntingdonshire.  ) 


1663. 

No.  11. 

Lords  Proprietors  to  Sir  William  Berkeley. 

{Reprinted  from  Chalmers,  €md  a  manuscript  copy  in  Mr.  Bamcroft's  coUedion.] 

Sib  : CocKPrr,  8^  September,  1668. 

Since  you  left  us  we  have  endeavored  to  procure,  and  have  at  length 
obtained,  his  majesty's  charter  for  the  province  of  Carolina;  a  copy  of 
which  we  do  herewith  send  you.     Since  the  sealing  whereof,  there  hath 
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started  a  title,  under  a  patent  granted  in  the  fifth  year  of  King  Charles  I., 
to  Sir  Robert  Heath,  under  which  there  hath  been  a  claim  by  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk's  agents,  and  another  by  Sir  Richard  Greenfield's  heirs ;  but  that 
all  those  that  shall  plant,  notwithstanding  that  patent,  are,  by  an  act  of  king 
and  council,  secured,  and  that  patent  by  king  and  dbuncil  made  null,  and 
ordered  to  be  made  so  by  the  king's  attorney  in  the  courts  of  law ;  a  copy 
of  which  order  we  herewith  send  you;  so  that  no  person  need  scruple  plant- 
ing under  our  patent :  besides,  we  have  many  more  advantages  than  is  in 
the  other  to  encourage  the  undertakers.  We  are  informed  that  there  are 
some  people  settled  on  the  northeast  part  of  the  river  Chowan,  and  that 
others  have  inclinations  to  plant  there,  as  also  the  larboard  side,  entering 
on  the  same  river ;  so  that  we  hold  it  convenient  that  a  government  be 
forthwith  appointed  for  that  colony ;  and  for  that  end  we  have,  by  Captain 
Whittey,  sent  you  a  power  to  constitute  one  or  two  governors  and  councils, 
and  other  officers ;  unto  which  power  we  refer  ourselves,  we  having  only 
reserved  the  nomination  of  a  surveyor  and  secretary,  as  officers  that  will  be 
fit  to  take  care  of  your  and  our  interests ;  the  one  by  faithfully  laying  out 
all  lands,  the  other  by  justly  recprding  the  same. 

We  do  likewise  send  you  proposals,  to  all  that  will  plant,  which  we  pre- 
pared upon  receipt  of  a  paper  from  persons  that  desired  to  settle  near  Cape 
Fear,  in  which  our  considerations  are  as  low  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  de- 
scend. This  was  not  intended  for  your  meridian,  where  we  hope  to  find 
more  facile  people,  who,  by  your  interest,  may  settle  upon  better  terms  for 
us,  which  we  leave  to  your  management,  with  our  opinion  that  you  grant 
as  much  as  is  possible,  rather  than  deter  any  from  planting  there.  By 
our  instructions  and  proposals  you  will  see  what  proportions  of  land  we 
intend  for  each  master  and  servant,  and  in  what  manner  to  be  allowed ;  but 
we  understand  that  the  people  that  are  there  have  bought  great  tracts  of 
land  from  the  Indians,  which,  if  they  shall  enjoy,  will  weaken  the  planta- 
tion :  first,  because  those  persons  will  probably  keep  all  those  lands  to  them- 
selves, and  so  make  the  neighborhood  of  others  remote  from  their  assistance 
in  case  of  danger ;  secondly,  if  any  new-comers  would  settle  near  their  hab- 
itations, they  will  not,  peradventure,  admit  it  without  purchasing,  and  pos- 
sibly upon  hard  terms,  which  will  discourage  people  from  planting ;  where- 
fore it  is  our  resolution  and  desire  that  you  persuade  or  compel  those  persons 
to  be  satisfied  with  such  proportions  as  we  allot  to  others,  which  will  be 
more  than  any  such  number  of  men,  to  and  for  whom  these  proportions 
are  to  be  given,  can  manage,  and  therefore  enough ;  more  will  but  scatter  the 
people,  and  render  them  liable  to  be  easily  destroyed  by  any  enemy ;  so  that 
the  fixing  the  way  that  our  instnictions  mention,  will  be  the  best  course  of 
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settling,  as  we  conceive.  However,  we  do  leave  it  to  you  that  are  on  the 
place  and  can  hest  judge.  The  reason  of  giving  you  power  to  settle  two 
governors — that  is,  of  either  side  of  the  river  one — is,  because  some  pei-sons 
that  arc  for  liberty  of  conscience  may  desire  a  governor  of  their  own  pro- 
posing, which  those  on* the  other  side  of  the  river  may  not  so  well  lile  ;  and 
our  desire  being  to  encourage  those  people  to  plant  abroad,  and  to  stock 
well  those  parts  with  planters,  incite  us  to  comply  always  with  all  sorts  of 
persons,  as  far  as  possibly  we  can.  You  vdW  be  best  able  to  judge  when 
you  hear  all  parties,  and  therefore  refer  the  thing  wholly  to  you.  The  en- 
trance into  Chowan  River  is  difficulty  and  water  but  for  small  vessels.  But 
we  understand  that  there  is  an  entrance,  bold  and  deep  water,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  34,  which  is  near  the  rivers  called  the  Neus  and  Pemlico,  which 
we  conceive  may  be  best  discovered  from  your  parts.  In  order  to  which  we 
desire  you  to  procure,  at  freight  or  otherwise,  some  small  vessel,  that  draws 
little  water,  to  make  that  discovery,  and  some  others  into  the  Sound,  through 
which  great  ships  may,  peradventure,  come  to  Chowan,  and  give  us  admit- 
tance into  the  other  brave  rivers  that  lie  in  the  Sound  ;  and  whilst  they  are 
abroad  they  may  look  into  Charles  River,  a  very  little  to  the  southward  of 
Cape  Fear,  and  give  us  an  account  of  what  is  there.  This  work  we  hold 
necessary  to  be  done,  that  the  king  may  see  we  sleep  not  with  his  grant,  but 
are  promoting  his  service,  and  his  subjects'  profit  By  Captain  Whittey's 
relation,  you  may  easily  pass  by  land  and  river  from  your  government  to 
Chowan  River,  and  ride  but  twenty-five  miles  by  land,  which  makes  us  pre- 
sume earnestly  to  entreat  you  to  make  a  journey  thither,  whereby  you  may, 
upon  your  own  knowledge,  give  us  your  opinion  of  it,  and  direct  such 
discoveries  to  be  made  by  that  river  as  you  shall  see  fit.    We  remain,  etc. 

[Signed  by  the  Lords  Propriktoks.] 


Fa<Hilmile  of  Berkeley's  Bignttare. 
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No.  III. 

Lbtter  from  the  English  Members  op  the  Cape   Fear  Company  to 
THE  Lords  Proprietors. 

[Reprinted from  Mats.  HisC.  Collections— Third  Seriet—Yol.  I.,  p.  66.] 


From  London^  August,  1663.  At  a  Meeting  of  Adventurers  about  Cape  Fayre, 

London,  Thursday ^  August  the  6^,  1663. 
At  a  meeting  of  several  persons,  who  have,  with  several  others  of  New 
England,  subscribed  themselves  as  adventurers  for  the  carrying  on  a  planta- 
tion in  Charles  River  on  the  coast  of  Florida. 

1.  Whereas  a  paper  in  the  name  of  the  right  honorable  the  Earl  of  Clar- 
endon, lord  high  chancellor  of  England,  George,  duke  of  Albemarle,  and 
divers  other  right  honorable  persons,  to  whom  the  whole  coast  of  Florida 
hath  been  lately  granted  by  his  most  excellent  majesty,  hath  been  sent  down 
to  the  said  adventurers,  referring  to  certain  proposals  tendered  to  their  said 
lordships,  as  the  proper  act  and  desires  of  the  said  adventurers,  and  being 
an  answer  to  the  said  proposals ;  the  said  adventurers,  upon  diligent  inquiry, 
not  being  able  to  find  out  who  should  be  the  author  of  the  said  paper,  do 
judge  it  their  duty,  in  all  humbleness,  to  acquaint  their  lordships  that  they 
are  altogether  strangers  to  it,  and  know  nothing  of  the  delivery  of  it. 

[The  paper  alluded  to,  purported  to  come  from  the  New  England  adven- 
turers.] 

2.  That  upon  consideration,  nevertheless,  of  their  lordships'  said  paper, 
and  of  several  concessions,  privileges,  and  immunities  therein  freely  offered 
by  their  lordships  for  the  encouragement  of  the  said  adventurers,  and  for 
the  further  promoting  of  the  said  plantation  of  Charles  River,  the  said 
adventurers  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  greatness  of  the  fevor  and  conde- 
scension of  their  said  lordships  to  them,  upon  the  confidence  and  assurance 
of  which  they  crave  leave  further  to  represent  to  their  lordships — 

3.  That  as  they  were  invited  at  first  to  be  subscribers  to  the  said  planta- 
tion of  Charles  River,  by  several  persons  of  New  England,  so  the  great 
motive  that  did  principally  induce  them  to  the  said  subscription  was  the 
liquid  and  clear  assurance  that  was  given  them^  that  the  said  New  England- 
ers  had  an  equitable  title  to  the  harbor  and  soil  of  the  said  river,  together 
with  the  lands  adjacent ;  and  that  though  many  others  of  quality  had  long 
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before  indeed  sailed  upon  the  coast  of  Floinda,  and  had  settled  and  taken 
possession  of  some  other  part  of  that  large  and  vast  country,  yet  that  the 
said  New  Englanders,  and  they  only,  were  the  first  that  did  ever,  bona  fide, 
set  foot  in  that  particular  harbor,  and  that  did  find  out  the  entrance  and 
discovery  of  the  said  river. 

Which  thing,  as  it  hath  been  confidently  represented  from  these  of  New 
England  unto  the  said  adventurers  here,  so,  upon  the  very  ground  of  that 
as  a  truth,  as  also  of  the  general  custom  in  that  and  other  plantations 
(as  well  Dutch  and  French  as  English),  that  all  that  buy  lands  of  the  chief 
kings  in  those  placos  (who  only  challenge  to  themselves  the  having  a  right 
to  the  sale  of  them),  shall  enjoy  the  absolute  benefit  and  property  of  them 
against  all  persons,  English  or  othei-s ;  the  said  New  Englanders  having  pur- 
chased the  said  river  and  soil,  and  lands  adjacent,  of  the  said  kings,  did  so 
far  presume  upon  the  interest  of  the  said  purchase,  together  with  the  said 
discovery,  as  to  give  directions  to  Several  of  their  friends  here  immediately 
to  ipply  to  his  majesty  for  a  patent  for  the  said  river  and  soil,  as  belonging 
(according  to  their  apprehension)  of  right  to  them,  and  as  no  way  doubting 
the  obtaining  thereof,  as  may  appear  by  the  copy  of  their  said  letter  hither. 

4.  ITie  said  adventurers  further  humbly  represent.  That  as  upon  these 
grounds,  and  these  only,  they  became  invited  to  share  in  the  adventures  of 
those  in  New  England,  and  to  cast  in  at  first  a  small  sum  for  an  assistance 
or  supply  to  the  said  undertaking ;  so,  forasmuch  as  the  said  adventurers 
here  do  act  but  as  a  minor  part  of  those  other  adventurers  there,  and  as 
wholly  intrusted  also  from  those  there,  they  find  not  themselves  qualified 
or  enabled  to  do  any  thing  therefore  here  that  may  prejudice  or  conclude 
the  other  adventurers  there,  in  that  which  may  be  their  just  pretension  or 
supposition  of  a  right,  how  weak  or  how  much  mistaken  soever  the  ground 
of  that  right  may  possibly  appear,  which  they  determine  not. 

The  said  adventurers  further  humbly  represent — 

5.  That  there  cannot  be  any  easy  encouragement  for  the  planting  of  the 
lands  of  the  said  Charles  River  immediately  from  hence,  by  reason  of  the 
excessive  and  insupportable*  charge  that  would  attend  such  an  undertaking 
of  transporting  and  supplying  all  things  necessary  for  the  said  plantation,  at 
so  great  and  so  extraordinary  a  distance  ;  that  as  the  undertaking,  therefore, 
of  the  said  plantation,  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  it  with  men,  cattle,  and 
all  other  provisions  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  for  the  accomplishing  and 
completing  so  great  an  engagement  and  action,  must  rationally  be  begun 
in,  and  set  forth  from,  some  other  of  the  plantations  abroad ;  so  none  is 
humbly  conceived  to  be  so  fit  to  supply  all  those  necessaries  in  abundance 
at  first,  and  to  do  it  at  so  easy  a  rate,  as  that  of  New  England  is. 
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But  forasmuch  as  all  the  English  living  in  the  several  colonies  of  New 
England  have  ever  held  and  enjoyed  the  benefits  granted  to  other  corpo- 
rations, and  have  ever  had,  as  well  as  some  other  plantations,  full  liberty 
to  choose  their  own  governors  among  themselves,  to  make  and  confirm 
laws  with  themselves,  with  immunity  also  wholly  from  all  taxes,  charges, 
and  impositions  whatsoever,  more  than  what  is  laid  upon  themselves  by 
themselves ;  it  is  therefore  the  humble  opinion  of  the  said  adventurers,  and 
(as  what  they  fear)  is  humbly  tendered  to  the  considerations  of  their  lord- 
ships— 

That  the  said  several  adventurers  in  New  England,  who  have  some  of 
them  considerable  interests  and  estates  there,  how  much  soever  they  have 
declared  their  willingness,  forwardness,  and  resolution  to  transport  and  re- 
move themselves  and  their  respective  families  unto  the  said  Charles  River, 
and  to  settle  there.,  will  nevertheless  decline  the  said  resolution  again ;  and 
will  not,  by  any  arguments  that  may  be  used  by  the  said  adventurers  here, 
be  induced  to  unsettle  themselves,  and  to  run  all  the  hazards  that  must  be 
considered  in  such  doubtful  undertakings ;  nor,  if  willing,  will  be  able  to 
persuade  others  to  join  with  them  there,  if  they  shall  hear,  or  be  acquainted 
beforehand,  that  no  one  of  the  said  privileges  before  mentioned,  and  which 
have  hitherto  always  been  enjoyed  by  them,  are  like  to  be  allowed  or 
preserved  entire  to  them. 

The  said  adventurers  do  further  represent,  that  at  the  present  the  under- 
taking of  the  plantation  of  the  said  Charles  River  lieth  under  some  oblo- 
quy, that  hath  given  a  check  to  it ;  some  that  were  sent  from  New  England 
thither,  in  order  to  the  carrying  on  the  said  settlement,  being  come  back 
again  without  so  much  as  sitting  down  upon  it;  and  for  the  better  justifi- 
cation of  themselves  in  their  return,  have  spread  a  reproach  both  upon  the 
harbor  and  upon  the  soil  of  the  river  itself;  which  check,  if  now  also  sec- 
onded with  a  discouragement  from  hence,  in  reference  to  their  government, 
or  with  an  intimation  that  they  may  not  expect  in  the  same  river  the 
same  usual  and  accustomed  privileges,  that  all  the  said  colonies  of  New 
England,  with  other  colonies,  have  ever  had,  it  is  humbly  feared  that  all 
thoughts  of  further  proceeding  in  the  said  river  will  be  wholly  laid  aside 
by  them. 

Wherefore,  inasmuch  as  the  said  adventurers  here  have  only  power  to 
return  back  to  those  of  New  England  what  they  shall  receive  as  the  pleas- 
ure of  those  right  honorable  persons  that  are  the  lords  patentees ;  foras- 
much, also,  as  from  the  several  discourses  liad  and  favors  already  received, 
the  said  adventurers  here  cannot  but  have  a  strong  confidence  of  their 
lordships'  inclination  and  propcnseness  to  give  all  just  and  possible  encour- 
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agement  to  undertakings,  so  public  as  all  things  of  this  nature  are ;  the 
said  adventurers  could  not  find  any  way  better  hjow  to  discharge  the  faith- 
fulness of  that  duty  and  respect  which  becomes  them  to  demonstrate  tow- 
ards their  lordships,  than  thus  candidly  and  sincerely  to  state  to  their  lord- 
ships tlie  nature  of  their  adventure,  partnership,  and  subscription  with  others, 
the  nature  also  of  their  dependence  on  others,  as  being  but  a  minor  part  to 
them  of  New  England,  and  as  having  their  discretions  here  intrusted,  at 
furthest,  no  further  than  for  the  obtaining  and  securing  such  things,  too,  for 
them  of  New  England,  as  are  pursuant  to  the  directions  sent  hither  from 
them,  and  as  they  here  shall  judge  may  most  tend  to  a  satisfactory  and 
lasting  encouragement  to  them. 


No.  IV. 

Proposals  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  to  all  that  will  Plant  in 

Carolina. 

1663. 
[Reprmled  from  Riybbb'  Eidorical  Sketches  qf  SoiUh  Carolina.    AppendiXy  p.  835.] 


A  declaration  and  proposals  to  all  that  will  plant  in  CAROLINA. 

25  Aug.,  1668. 
His  majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased,  by  his  charter  bearing  date 
the  24th  of  March,  in  the  15th  year  of  his  reign,  out  of  a  pious  and  good 
intention  for  the  propagation  of  the  Christian  faith  amongst  the  barbarous 
and  ignorant  Indians,  the  enlargement  of  his  empire  and  dominions,  and 
enriching  of  his  subjects,  to  grant  and  confirm  to  us,  Edward,  earl  of  Clar- 
endon, high  chancellor  of  England,  George,  duke  of  Albemarle,  master  of 
his  majesty's  horse  and  captain-general  of  all  his  forces,  William,  Lord 
Craven,  John,  Lord  Berkeley,  Anthony,  Lord  Ashley,  chancellor  of  his  ma- 
jesty's exchequer.  Sir  George  Carteret,  knight  and  baronet,  vice-chamber- 
lain of  his  majesty's  household,  William  Berkley,  knight,  and  Sir  John 
Colleton,  knight  and  baronet,  all  that  territory  or  tract  of  ground  with  the 
islands  and  islets  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  his  dominions  in  America,  ex- 
tending from  the  north  end  of  the  island  called  Lucke  Island,  which  lieth  in 
the  Southern  Virginia  sea,  and  within  36  degrees  of  the  northern  latitude, 
and  to  the  west  as  far  as  the  South  seas,  and  so  southwardly  as  far  as  the 
river  St  Matthias  which  bordereth  upon  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  within 
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degrees  of  the  northern  latitude;  in  pursuance  of  which  grant,  and  with 

a  clear  and  good  intention,  to  make  those  parts  useful  and  advantageous  to 
his  majesty  and  his  people :  we  do  hereby  declare  and  propose  to  all  his 
majesty's  loving  subjects  wheresoever  abiding  or  residing,  and  do  hereby 
engage  inviolably  to  perform  and  make  good  these  ensuing  proposals  in 
such  manner  as  the  first  undertakers  of  the  first  settlement  shall  reasonably 
desire. 

1.  If  the  first  colony  will  settle  on  Charles  River  near  Cape  Fear,  which 
seems  to  be  desired,  it  shall  be  free  for  them  so  to  do  on  the  larboard  side 
entering  [south  side],  li  in  any  other  part  of  the  territory,  then  to  choose 
either  side,  if  by  a  river ;  we  reserving  to  ourselves  twenty  thousand  acres 

.  of  land,  to  be  bounded  and  laid  out  by  our  agents  in  each  settlement,  in  such 
places  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  in  such  manner  that  the  colony  shall  not  be 
thereby  incommoded  or  weakened ;  which  we  intend  by  our  agents  or  as- 
signees in  due  time  to  settle  and  plants  they  submitting  to  the  government 
of  that  colony. 

2.  That  the  first  colony  may  have  power,  when  desired,  at  their  own 
charge  to  fortify  the  entrance  of  the  river,  as  also  the  sea-coast  and  islands ; 
they  engaging  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
by  some  oath  or  engagement  of  their  own  framing. 

3.  That  the  undertakers  of  that  settlement  do,  before  they  or  any  of  them 
repair  thither  to  settle,  present  to  us  thirteen  persons  of  those  that  intend  to 
go,  of  which  number  we  shall  commissionate  one  to  be  Governor,  for  three 
years  from  the  date  of  his  conmiission,  and  six  more  of  the  thirteen  to  be  of 
his  council,  the  major  part  of  which  number,  the  Governor  or  his  deputy  to 
be  one,  to  govern  for  the  time  aforesaid ;  and  will  also  nominate  successors 
to  the  Governor,  who  shall  be  of  the  six  councillors  aforesaid,  to  succeed  in 
the  government,  in  case  of  death  or  removal ;  and  likewise  councillors  out  of 
the  remaining  six  of  the  thirteen  to  succeed  in  case  of  death  or  removal  of 
any  of  the  councillors,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  first  three  years,  and 
so  successively  for  every  three  years.  Upon  or  before  the  2oth  day  of 
March,  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  the  Governor  in,  being  a  new 
presentment  by  the  freeholders  of  the  colony,  or  by  such  persons  as  they 
shall  constitute,  to  be  m^e  of  the  thirteen  persons,  four  of  which  shall  con- 
sist of  those  that  shall  be  in  the  government  at  the  time  of  the  election  of 
the  thirteen,  out  of  which  we  will,  upon  or  before  the  10th  day  of  April 
following,  declare  and  commissionate  a  Governor  and  six  councillors  with 
their  respective  successors  in  case  and  manner  as  aforesaid. 

4.  Wo  shall,  as  far  as  our  charter  permits  us,  empower  the  major  part  of 
the  freeholders,  or  their  deputies  or  assembly-men,  to  be  by  them  chosea 
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out  of  tliemselves,  viz. :  two  out  of  every  tribe,  division,  or  parish,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  agreed  on,  to  make  their  own  laws,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Governor  and  council,  so  as  they  be  not  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  England,  but,  as  near  as  may  be,  agreeing  with  them  in  all 
civil  affaii*s,  with  submission  to  a  superintendency  of  a  general  council,  to  be 
chosen  out  of  every  government  of  the  province,  in  manner  as  shall  be  agreed 
on  for  the  common  defence  of  the  whole ;  which  laws  shall,  within  one  year 
after  publication,  be  presented  to  us  to  receive  our  ratification,  and  to  be  in 
force  until  said  ratification  be  desired  and  by  us  certified ;  but  if  once  ratified, 
to  continue  until  repealed  by  the  same  power,  or  by  time  expired. 

5.  We  will  grant,  in  as  ample  manner  as  the  undertakers  shall  desire, 
freedom  and  liberty  of  conscience  in  all  religious  or  spiritual  things,  and  to 
be  kept  inviolably  with  them,  we  having  power  in  our  charter  so  to  do. 

6.  We  will  grant  the  full  benefit  of  these  immunities  to  the  undertakers 
and  settlers  which,  by  the  charter,  is  granted  to  us  (for  our  services  to  his 
majesty)  in  relation  to  freedom  of  customs,  of  tools  of  all  sorta  useful  there, 
to  be  exported  from  England  for  the  planters'  use ;  and  of  certain  gro^'ths 
of  the  plantations,  as  wine,  oil,  raisins  of  all  sorts,  olives,  capers,  wax,  cur- 
rants, almonds,  and  silks,  to  be  imported  into  any  of  his  majesty's  dominions 
for  seven  years  for  each  commodity,  after  four  tons  of  every  respective  spe- 
cies is  imported  as  aforesaid  in  one  bottom. 

7.  We  will  grant  to  every  present  undertaker  for  his  own  head,  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever,  to  be  held  in  free  and 
common  soccage ;  and  for  every  man-servant  that  he  shall  bring  or  send 
thither,  that  is  fit  to  bear  arms,  armed  with  a  good  firelock  musket,  per- 
formed bore,  twelve  bullets  to  the  pound,  and  with  twenty  pounds  of  pow- 
der and  twenty  pounds  of  bullets,  fifty  acres  of  land ;  and  for  every  woman- 
servant  thirty  acres ;  and  to  every  man-servant  that  shall  come  within  that 
time,  ten  acres  after  the  expiration  of  his  time ;  and  to  every  woman-servant 
six  acres  after  the  expiration  of  her  time.  Not«  that  we  intend  not  hereby 
to  be  obliged  to  give  the  proportions  of  lands  above  mentioned  to  masters 
and  servants,  longer  than  in  the  first  five  years,  to  commence  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  first  settlement 

8.  We  will  enjoin  the  Governor  and  council  to  take  care  that  there  be 
always  one  man  armed  and  pronded  as  aforesaid  in  the  colony,  for  every 
fifty  acres  which  we  shall  grant,  and  that  there  be  a  supply  to  make  up  the 
number  in  case  of  death  or  quitting  the  colony  by  the  owners  of  said  lands 
within  twelve  months  after  giving  notice  of  the  defect 

In  consideration  of  the  premises,  we  do  expect  by  way  of  acknowledgment, 
and  towards  the  charge  ive  have  been  and  shall  be  at,  one  half-penny  for 
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every  acre  that  shall  be  granted  as  aforesaid,  within  the  time  before  limited 
and  expressed ;  and  that  the  court-houses  and  houses  for  public  meetings  be 
erected  by  the  public  moneys  of  the  colony  on  the  lands  taken  up  by  us ; 
but  to  be  and  continue  to  the  country's  use  forever,  they  paying  some  small 
acknowledgment. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  August,  Anno  Domini,  1663. 


No.V. 

Report  of  Commissioners  sent  from  Barbadoes  to  explore  the 
River  Cape  Fear,  in  1663. 

[RepTWUdfrom  Lawsou's  Hiatary  of  North  CaroUm^  p.  65.] 

From  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  September,  to  Friday,  the  2d  of  October,  we 
ranged  along  the  shore  from  lat.  32  deg.  20  min.  to  lat  33  deg.  11  min., 
but  could  discern  no  entrance  for  our  ship,  after  we  had  passed  to  the  north- 
ward of  32  deg.  40  min.  On  Saturday,  October  3,  a  violent  storm  overtook 
us,  the  wind  between  north  and  east ;  which  easterly  winds  and  foul  weather 
continued  till  Monday  the  12th;  by  reason  of  which  storms  and  foul  weath- 
er we  were  forced  to  get  ofif  to  sea,  to  secure  ourselves  and  ship,  and  were 
driven  by  the  rapidity  of  a  strong  current  to  Cape  Hatteras,  in  lat  35  deg. 
30  min.  On  Monday  the  12th,  aforesaid,  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  seven 
fathoms  at  Cape  Fair  Road,  and  took  the  meridian  altitude  of  the  sun,  and 
were  in  lat  33  deg.  43  min.,  the  wind  still  continuing  easterly,  and  foul 
weather  till  Thuraday  the  15th ;  and  on  Friday  the  16th,  the  wind  being  at 
N.  W.,  we  weighed  and  sailed  up  Cape  Fair  River  some  four  or  five  leagues, 
and  came  to  an  anchor  in  six  or  seven  fathom,  at  which  time  several  In- 
dians came  on  board,  and  brought  us  great  store  of  fresh  fish,  large  mul- 
lets, young  bass,  shads,  and  several  other  sorts  of  very  good,  well-tasted  fish. 
On  Saturday  the  I7th,  we  went  down  to  the  cape  to  see  the  English  cattle, 
but  could  not  find  them,  though  we  rounded  the  cape,  and  having  an  Indian 
guide  with  us :  here  we  rode  till  October  24(li.  The  wind  being  against  us, 
we  could  not  go  up  the  river  with  our  ship ;  but  went  on  shore  and  viewed 
the  land  of  those  quarters. 

On  Saturday  we  weighed,  and  sailed  up  the  river  some  four  leagues  or 
thereabouts. 

Sunday  the  26th,  we  weighed  again,  and  rowed  up  the  river,  it  being 
calm,  and  got  up  some  fourteen  leagues  from  the  harbor's  mouth,  where  we 
moored  our  ship. 


30  HISTORY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

On  Monday,  October  26th,  we  went  down  with  the  yawl  to  Necoes^  an 
Indian  plantation,  and  viewed  the  land  there. 

On  Tuesday  the  27th,  we  rowed  up  the  main  river  with  our  long-boat 
and  twelve  men,  some  ten  leagues  or  thereabouts. 

On  Wednesday  the  28th,  we  rowed  up  about  eight  or  ten  leagues  more. 

Thursday  the  29th  was  foul  weather,  with  much  rain  and  wind,  which 
forced  us  to  make  huts  and  lie  still. 

Friday  the  30th,  we  proceeded  up  the  main  river  seven  or  eight  leagues. 

Saturday  the  31st,  we  got  up  three  or  four  leagues  more,  and  came  to  a 
tree  that  lay  across  the  river ;  but  because  our  provisions  were  almost  spent, 
we  proceeded  no  further,  but  returned  downward  before  night;  and  on 
Monday,  the  2d  of  November,  we  came  aboard  our  ship. 

Tuesday  the  3d,  we  lay  still  to  refresh  ourselves. 

On  Wednesday  the  4th,  wo  went  five  or  six  leagues  up  the  river  to  search 
a  branch  that  run  out  of  the  main  river  towards  the  northwest  In  which 
branch  we  went  up  five  or  six  leagues  ;  but  not  liking  the  land,  returned  on 
that  night  about  midnight,  and  called  that  place  Swampy  Branch. 

Thursday,  November  6th,  we  stayed  aboard. 

On  Friday  the  6th,  we  went  up  GreerCs  Biver,  the  mouth  of  it  being 
against  the  place  at  which*  rode  our  ship. 

On  Saturday  the  tth,  we  proceeded  up  the  said  river,  some  fourteen  or 
fifteen  leagues  in  all,  and  found  it  ended  -in  several  small  branches.  The 
land,  for  the  most  part,  being  marshy  and  swamps,  we  returned  towards  our 
ship,  and  got  aboard  it  in  the  night. 

Sunday,  November  the  8th,  we  lay  still ;  and  on  Monday  the  9th  went 
again  up  the  main  river,  being  well  stocked  with  provisions  and  all  things 
necessary,  and  proceeded  upward  till  Thursday  noon,  the  12th,  at  which 
time  we  came  to  a  place  where  were  two  islands  in  the  middle  of  the  river ; 
and  by  reason  of  the  crookedness  of  the  river  at  that  place,  several  trees 
lay  across  both  branches,  which  stopped  the  passage  of  each  branch,  so  that 
we  could  proceed  no  further  with  our  boat ;  but  went  up  the  river-side  by 
land  some  three  or  four  miles,  and  found  the  river  wider  and  wider.  So  we 
returned,  leaving  it,  as  far  as  \m  could  see  up,  a  long  reach  running  N.  E., 
we  judging  ourselves  near  fifty  leagues  north  from  the  river's  mouth. 

[If  this  estimate  of  distance  on  the  nuiin  river  be  correct,  the  explorers 
must  have  ascended  the  Cape  Fear  as  high  as  where  Fayetteville  now  stands, 
if  not  above  that  point.] 

On  our  return  we  viewed  the  land  on  both  sides  the  river,  and  found  as 
good  tracts  of  dry,  well-wooded,  pleasant,  and  delightful  ground  as  we  have 
seen  anywhere  in  the  world,  with  abundance  of  long  thick  grass  on  it,  the 
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land  being  very  level,  with  steep  banks  on  both  sides  the  river,  and  in  some 
places  very  high  ;  the  woods  stored  everywhere  with  great  numbers  of  deer 
and  turkeys, — we  never  going  on  shore  but  we  saw  of  each  sort ;  as  also 
great  store  of  partridges,  cranes,  and  conies  in  several  places  :  we  likewise 
heard  several  wolves  howling  in  the  woods,  and  saw  where  they  had  torn  a 
deer  in  pieces.  Also  in  the  river  we  saw  great  store  of  ducks,  teal,  wid- 
geon  ;  and  in  the  woods,  great  flocks  of  paroquitos.  The  timber  that  the 
woods  afford,  for  the  most  part  consists  of  oaks  of  four  or  five  sorts,  all 
diflfering  in  leaves,  but  each  bearing  very  good  acorns.  We  measured  many 
of  the  oaks  in  several  places,  which  we  found  to  be,  in  bigness,  some  two, 
some  three,  and  others  almost  four  fathoms  in  height,  before  you  come  to 
boughs  or  limbs — forty,  fifty,  sixty  foot,  and  some  more ;  and  those  oaks 
very  common  in  the  upper  parts  of  both  rivers  :  also  a  very  tall,  large  tree 
of  great  bigness,  which  some  call  cypress,  the  right  name  we  know  not, 
growing  in  swamps.  Likewise  walnut,  birch,  beech,  maple,  ash,  bay,  willow, 
alder,  and  holly ;  and  in  the  lowermost  pails  innumerable  pines,  tall  and 
good  for  boards  or  masts,  growing  for  the  most  part  in  barren  and  sandy, 
but  in  some  places  up  the  river,  in  good  -ground,  being  mixed  among  oaks 
and  other  timbers. 

We  saw  mulberry-trees,  tnultitudes  of  grape-vines,  and  some  grapes, 
which  we  eat  of.  We  found  a  very  large  and  good  tract  of  land  on  the 
N.  W.  side  of  the  river,  thin  of  timber,  except  here  and  there  a  very  great 
oak,  and  full  of  grass,  commonly  as  high  as  a  man's  middle,  and  in  many 
places  to  his  shoulders,  where  we  saw  many  deer  and  turkeys ;  one  deer  hav- 
ing very  large  horns  and  great  body,  therefore  called  it  Stag-Park, 

It  being  a  very  pleasant  and  delightful  place,  we  travelled  in  it  several 
miles,  but  saw  no  end  thereof.  So  we  returned  to  our  boat,  and  proceeded 
down  the  river,  and  came  to  another  place,  some  twenty-five  leagues  from 
the  river's  mouth  on  the  same  side,  where  we  found  a  place  no  less  delight- 
ful than  the  former;  and,  as  far  as  we  could  judge,  both  tracts  came  into 
one.  This  lower  place  we  called  Rocky  Pointy  because  we  found  many 
rocks  and  stones  of  several  sizes  upon  the  land,  which  is  not  common. 
We  sent  our  boat  down  the  river  before  us,  ourselves  travelling  by  land 
many  miles.  Indeed,  we  were  so  much  taken  with  the  pleasantness  of  the 
country,  that  we  travelled  into  the  woods  too  far  to  recover  our  boat  and 
company  that  night. 

The  next  day,  being  Sunday,  we  got  to  our  boat ;  and  on  Monday,  the 
16th  of  November,  proceeded  down  to  a  place  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
some  twenty-three  leagues  from  the  harbor's  mouth,  which  we  called  Tur^ 
key  Quarters^  because  we  killed  several  turkeys  thereabouts.     We  viewed 
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the  land  there,  and  found  some  tracts  of  good  ground,  and  high,  facing  upon 
the  river  about  one  mile  inward ;  but  backward,  some  two  miles,  all  pine 
land,  but  good  pasture-ground. 

We  returned  to  our  boat,  and  proceeded  down  some  two  or  three  leagues, 
where  we  had  formerly  viewed,  and  found  it  a  tract  of  as  good  land  as  any 
wo  have  seen,  and  had  as  good  timber  on  it.  The  banks  on  the  river  be- 
ing high,  therefore  we  called  it  High  Land  Point, 

Having  viewed  that,  we  proceeded  down  the  river,  going  on  shore  in 
several  places  on  both  sides,  it  being  generally  large  marshes,  and  many  of 
them  dry,  that  they  may  more  fitly  be  called  meadows.  The  woodland 
against  them  is,  for  the  most  part,  pine,  and  in  some  places  as  barren  as 
ever  we  saw  land,  but  in  other  places  good  pasture-ground* 

On  Tuesday,  November  the  l7th,  we  got  aboard  our  ship,  riding  against 
the  mouth  of  Green's  River,  where  our  men  were  providing  wood,  and  fit- 
ting the  ship  for  sea.  In  the  interim  we  took  a  view  of  the  country  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  there,  finding  some  good  land,  but  more  bad,  and 
the  best  not  comparable  to  that  above. 

Friday  the  20th  was  foul  weather ;  yet  in  the  afternoon  we  weighed,  went 
down  the  river  about  two  leagues,  and  came  to  an  anchor  against  the  mouth 
of  Ililton's  River,  and  took  a  view  of  the  land  there  on  both  sides,  which 
appeared  to  us  much  like  that  at  Green's  River. 

Monday  the  23d,  we  went  with  our  long-boat,  well  victualled  and  manned, 
up  Ililton's  River ;  and  when  we  came  three  leagues  or  thereabouts  up  the 
same,  we  found  this  and  Green's  River  to  come  into  one,  and  so  continued 
for  four  or  five  leagues,  which  makes  a  great  island  betwixt  them.  We  pro- 
ceeded still  up  the  river  till  they  parted  again  ;  keeping  up  Ililton's  River, 
on  the  larboard  side,  and  followed  the  said  river  five  or  six  leagues  further, 
where  we  found  another  large  branch  of  Green's  River  to  come  into  Hil- 
ton's,- which  makes  another  great  island.  On  the  starboard  side  going  up, 
we  proceeded  still  up  the  river,  some  four  leagues,  and  returned,  taking  a 
view  of  the  land  on  both  sides,  and  then  judged  ourselves  to  be  from  our 
ship  some  eighteen  leagues  W.  and  by  N. 

One  league  below  this  place  came  four  Indians  in  a  canoe  to  us,  and  sold 
us  several  baskets  of  acorns,  which  we  satisfied  them  for,  and  so  left  them ; 
but  one  of  them  followed  us  on  the  shore  some  two  or  three  miles,  till  he 
came  on  the  top  of  a  high  bank,  facing  on  the  river ;  and  as  we  rowed 
underneath  it,  the  fellow  shot  an  arrow  at  us,  which  very  narrowly  missed 
one  of  our  men,  and  stuck  in  the  upper  edge  of  the  boat,  but  broke  in  pieces, 
leaving  the  head  behind.  Hereupon  we  presently  made  to  the  shore,  and 
went  all  up  the  bank  (except  four  to  guide  the  boat)  to  look  for  the  Indian, 
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but  could  not  find  him.  At  last  we  heard  some  sing,  further  in  the  woods, 
which  we  looked  upon  as  a  challenge  to  us  to  come  and  fight  them.  We 
went  towards  them  with  all  speed,  but  before  we  came  in  sight  of  them, 
heard  two  guns  go  off"  from  our  boat ;  whereupon  we  retreated  as  fast  as 
we  could  to  secure  our  boat  and  men.  When  we  came  to  them,  we  found 
all  well,  and  demanded  the  re-ason  of  their  firing  the  guns.  They  told  us 
that  an  Indian  came  creeping  along  the  bank,  as  they  supposed,  to  shoot  at 
them  ;  and  therefore  they  shot  at  him,  at  a  great  distance,  with  small  shot, 
but  thought  they  did  him  no  hurt,  for  they  saw  him  run  away. 

Presently,  after  our  return  to  the  boat,  and  while  we  were  thus  talking,  ^ 
came  two  Indians  to  us,  with  their  bows  and  arrows,  crying  Bonnt/,  Bonny, 
We  took  their  bows  and  arrows  from  them,  and  gave  them  beads,  to  their 
content ;  then  we  led  them  by  the  hand  to  the  boat,  and  showed  them  the 
arrow-head  sticking  in  her  side,  and  related  to  them  the  whole  passage ; 
which,  when  they  understood,  both  of  them  showed  a  great  concern,  and 
signified  to  us  by  signs  that  they  knew  nothing  of  it:  so  we  let  them 
go,  and  marked  a  tree  on  the  top  of  the  bank,  calling  the  place  Mount 
Skerry, 

We  looked  up  the  river  as  far  as  we  could  discern  and  saw  that  it  widened, 
and  came  running  directly  down  the  country :  so  we  returned,  viewing  the 
land  on  both  sides  the  river,  and  finding  the  banks  steep  in  some  places,  but 
very  high  in  others.  The  bank-sides  are  generally  clay,  and,  as  some  of  our 
company  did  affirm,  some  marl.  The  land  and  timber  up  this  river  is  no 
way  inferior  to  the  best  in  the  other,  which  we  call  the  main  river.  So  far 
as  we  could  discern,  this  seemed  as  fair  if  not  fairer  than  the  former,  and  we 
think  runs  further  into  the  country,  because  a  strong  current  comes  down, 
and  a  great  deal  more  drift-wood. 

But  to  return  to  the  business  of  the  land  and  timber.  We  saw  several 
plots  of  ground  cleared  by  the  Indians  after  their  weak  manner,  compassed 
round  with  great  timber-trees,  which  they  are  nowise  able  to  fell,  and  so 
keep  the  sun  from  cornfields  very  much ;  yet  nevertheless  we  saw  as  large 
cornstalks,  or  larger,  than  we  have  seen  anywhere  else :  so  we  proceeded 
down  the  river,  till  we  found  the  canoe  the  Indian  was  in  who  shot  at  us. 
In  the  morning  we  went  on  shore  and  cut  the  same  in  pieces.  The  Indians 
perceiving  us  coming  towards  them,  ran  away.  Going  to  his  hut,  we  pulled 
it  down,  broke  his  pots,  platters,  and  spoons,  tore  the  deer-skins  and  mats 
in  pieces,  and  took  away  a  basket  of  acorns ;  and  afterwards  proceeded  down 
the  river  two  leagues  or  thereabouts,  and  came  to  another  place  of  Indians, 
bought  acorns  and  some  com  of  them,  and  went  downwards  two  leagues 
more. 

Vol.  IL— 3 
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At  last,  espying  an  Indian  peeping  over  a  high  bank,  we  held  up  a  gun 
at  him  ;  and  calling  to  him  Skerry^  presently  several  Indians  came  in  sight 
of  us,  and  made  great  signs  of  friendship,  saying  Bonny,  Bonny,  Then  run- 
ning before  us,  they  endeavored  to  persuade  us  to  come  on  shore ;  but  we 
answered  them  with  stern  countenances,  and  called  out  Skerry,  taking  up 
our  guns  and  threatening  to  shoot  at  them,  but  they  still  cried  Bonny,  Bonny, 
And  when  they  saw  they  could  not  prevail,  nor  persuade  us  to  come  on 
shore,  two  of  them  came  off  to  us  in  a  canoe,  one  paddling  with  a  great 
cane,  the  other  with  his  liand.  As  soon  as  they  overtook  us,  they  laid  hold 
of  our  boat,  sweating  and  blowing,  and  told  us  it  was  Bonny  on  shore,  and 
at  last  persuaded  us  to  go  ashore  with  them.  As  soon  as  we  landed,  several 
Indians,  to  the  number  of  near  forty  lusty  men^  came  to  us,  all  in  a  great 
sweat,  and  told  us  Bonny:  we  showed  them  the  arrow-head  in  the  boat-side, 
and  a  piece  of  the  canoe  we  had  cut  in  pieces.  Whereupon  the  chief  man 
amongst  them  made  a  long  speech,  threw  beads  into  our  boat,  which  is  a 
sign  of  great  love  and  friendship,  and  gave  us  to  undei'stand  that,  when  he 
heard  of  the  affront  which  we  had  received,  it  caused  him  to  cry ;  and  that 
he  and  his  men  were  come  to  make  peace  with  us,  assuring  us,  by  signs, 
that  they  would  tie  the  arms  and  cut  off  the  head  of  the  fellow  who  had 
done  us  that  wrong.  And,  for  a  further  testimony  of  their  love  and  good- 
will towards  us,  they  presented  us  with  two  very  handsome,  proper,  young 
Indian  women,  the  tallest  that  ever  we  saw  in  this  countr}^  which  we  sup- 
posed to  be  the  king's  daughtci*s,  or  persons  of  distinction  among  them. 
Those  young  women  were  so  ready  to  come  into  our  boat,  that  one  of  tliem 
crowded  in,  and  would  hardly  be  persuaded  to  go  out  again.  We  presented 
the  king  with  a  hatchet  and  several  beads,  and  made  presents  of  beads  also 
to  the  young  women,  the  chief  men,  and  the  rest  of  the  Indians  as  far  as 
our  beads  would  go.  Tliey  promised  us,  in  four  days,  to  come  on  board  our 
ship,  and  so  departed  from  us.  When  we  left  the  place,  which  was  soon 
after,  we  called  it  Mount  Bonny,  because  we  had  there  concluded  a  firm 
peace. 

Proceeding  down  the  river  two  or  three  leagues  further,  we  came  to  a 
place  where  were  nine  or  ton  canoes  all  together.  We  went  ashore  there 
and  found  several  Indians,  but  most  of  them  were  the  same  which  had  made 
peace  with  us  before.  We  stayed  very  little  at  that  place,  but  went  directly 
down  the  river,  and  came  to  our  ship  before  day. 

Thursday  the  26th  of  November,  the  wind  being  at  south,  we  could  not 
go  down  to  the  river's  mouth;  but  on  Friday  the  27th,  we  weighed  at  the 
mouth  of  Hilton's  River,  and  got  down  a  league  towards  the  harbor's  mouth. 

On  Sunday  the  29th,  we  got  down  to  Crane  Island,  which  is  four  leagues 
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or  thereabouts  above  the  entrance  of  the  harbor's  mouth.  On  Tuesday  the 
1st  of  December,  we  made  a  purchase  of  the  river  and  land  of  Cape  Fair,  oi 
Wat-Coosa,  and  such  other  Indians  as  appeared  to  us  to  be  the  chief  of  those 
parts.  They  brought  us  store  of  fresh  fish  aboard,  as  mulletss  shads,  and 
other  sorts,  very  good. 

This  river  is  all  fresh  water,  fit  to  drink.  Some  eight  leagues  within  the 
mouth,  the  tide  runs  up  about  thirty-§ve  leagues,  but  stops  and  rises  a  great 
deal  further  up.  It  flows,  at  the  harbor's  mouth,  S.  E.  and  N.  W.,  six  foot 
at  neap  tides  and  eight  foot  at  spring  tides.  The  channel  on  the  east  side, 
by  the  cape  shore,  is  the  best,  and  lies  close  aboard  the  cape  land,  being . 
three  fathoms,  at  high  water,  in  the  shallowest  place  in  the  channel,  just  at 
the  entrance ;  but  as  soon  as  you  are  past  that  place  half  a  cable's  length 
inward,  you  have  six  or  seven  fathoms,  a  fair  turning  channel  into  the  river, 
and  so  continuing  five  or  six  leagues  upward.  Afterwards  the  channel  is 
more  diflScult,  in  some  places  six  or  seven  fathoms,  in  others  four  or  five,  and 
in  others  but  nine  or  ten  feet,  especially  where  the  river  is  broad.  AVhen 
the  river  comes  to  part  and  grows  narrow,  there  it  is  all  channel  from  side 
to  side  in  most  places ;  though  in  some  you  shall  have  five,  six,  or  seven 
fathoms,  but  generally  two  or  three,  sand  and  ooze. 

We  viewed  the  cape  land  and  judged  it  to  be  little  worth,  the  woods  of  it 
being  shrubby  and  low,  and  the  land  sandy  and  barren ;  in  some  places 
grass  and  rushes,  in  others  nothing  but  clear  sand — a  place  fitter  to  starve 
cattle,  in  our  judgment,  than  to  keep  them  alive ;  yet  the  Indians,  as  we 
understand,  keep  the  English  cattle  down  there,  and  suffer  them  not  to  go 
off  of  the  said  cape  (as  we  suppose),  because  the  country  Indians  shaH  have 
no  part  with  them  ;  and  therefore  'tis  likely  they  have  fallen  out  about  them, 
which  shall  have  the  greatest  share.  They  brought  on  board  our  ship  very 
good  and  fat  beef  several  times,  which  they  sold  us  at  a  very  reasonable 
price,  also  fat  and  very  large  swine,  good  and  cheap ;  but  they  may  thank 
their  friends  of  New  England,  who  brought  their  hogs  to  so  fair  a  market. 
Some  of  the  Indians  brought  very  good  salt  aboard  us,  and  made  signs, 
pointing  to  both  sides  of  the  river's  mouth,  that  there  was  great  store  there- 
abouts. We  saw,  up  the  river,  several  good  places  for  the  setting  up  of 
corn  or  saw  mills.  In  that  time,  as  our  business  called  us  up  and  down  the 
river  and  branches,  we  killeii  of  wild  fowl  four  swans,  ten  geese,  twenty-nine 
cranes,  ten  turkeys,  forty  ducks  and  mallards,  three  dozen  of  paroquitos, 
and  six  dozen  of  other  small  fowls,  as  curlews  and  plover,  <fec. 

Whereas  there  was  a  writing  left  in  a  post,  at  the  point  of  Cape  Fair 
River,  by  those  New  England  men  that  left  cattle  with  the  Indians  there, 
the  contents  whereof  tended  not  only  to  the  disparagement  of  the  land  about 
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the  said  river,  but  also  to  the  great  discouragement  of  all  such  as  should 
hereafter  come  into  those  parts  to  settle.  In  answer  to  that  scandalous 
writing,  we,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  do  affirm,  that  we  have  seen, 
facing  both  sides  of  the  river  and  branches  of  Cape  Fair  aforesaid,  as  good 
land  and  as  well  timbered  as  any  we  have  seen  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  sufficient  to  accommodate  thousands  of  our  English  nation,  and  lying 
coramodiously  by  the  said  river's  side. 

On  Friday  the  4th  of  December,  the  wind  being  fair,  we  put  out  to  sea, 
bound  for  Barbadoes;  and  on  the  6th  of  February,  1663-4,  came  to  an 
anchor  in  Carlisle  Bay — it  having  pleased  God,  after  several  apparent  dan- 
gers both  by  sea  and  land,  to  bring  us  all  in  safety  to  our  long-wished  for 
and  much-desired  port,  to  render  an  account  of  our  discovery,  the  verity  of 
which  we  do  assert 

Anthony  Long, 
William  Hilton, 
Pbter  Fabian.       • 

[For  the  sites  of  places  named  in  this  narrative,  the  reader  may  refer  to 
the  map  appended  to  No.  6  of  the  preliminary  documents  of  this  chapter. 
The  different  aspects  in  which  the  country  presented  itself  to  the  eyes  of  the 
New  England  and  the  Barbadoes  men  may  readily  be  explained.  The  for- 
mer remained,  for  the  most  part,  among  the  sand-hills  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  while  the  latter  made  extensive  explorations  up  all  the  streams, 
where  we  know  they  must  have  seen  some  good  land.  Beside,  the  Barba- 
does men  had  been  for  some  time  agriculturists  in  a  region  which  made 
them  familiar  enough  with  the  growth  of  timber  which  indicated  a  good 
soil  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  Fear ;  and  every  Southern  planter  will  at  once 
be  struck  with  the  particularity  which  marks  their  enumeration  of  the 
species  of  trees  growing  on  each  body  of  land  they  examined,  and  will  under- 
stand its  meaning.  The  men  from  Bardadoes  were  better  qualified  than 
those  from  New  England  to  judge  of  the  country  in  its  agricultural  re- 
sources, and,  besides,  saw  a  great  deal  more  of  it.  New  England  men  at- 
tempted to  make  of  it  a  grazing  country,  for  which  it  is  unfit ;  this  was  seen 
at  once  by  the  West  Indian  explorers.  Their  survey  and  soundings  of  the 
harbor  and  river  seem  to  have  been  carefiilly  made ;  and  probably  up  to  the 
time  of  their  visit,  no  examination  of  equal  accuracy  had  ever  been  made 
on  any  pfart  of  our  coast.] 
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No.VL 

A  BRIEF  DESCRIPTION 

OF  THE 

PROVINCE  OF  CAROLINA,  ON  THE  COASTS  OF  FLORIDA; 

And  more  particularly  of  a  new  Plantation  begun  by  the  English  at  Cape  Feare,  on 
that  river,  now  by  them  called  Charles  River,  the  29th  of  May,  1664.  Wherein  is 
set  forth  the  healthfulneps  of  the  air,  the  fertility  of  the  earth  and  waters,  and  the 
great  pleasure  and  profit  will  aca-ue  to  those  that  shall  go  thither  to  enjoy  the 
same.  Also,  directions  and  advice  to  such  as  shall  go  thither,  whether  on  their 
own  accounts  or  to  serve  under  another.  Together  with  a  most  accurate  Map 
of  the  whole  Province.  London  :  Printed  for  Robert  Home,  in  the  first  Court  of 
Gresham  College,  near  Bishopsgate-street.  1666. 

^  {^Reprinted from  a  copy  in  the  author's  library^] 


A   BRIEF   DESCRIPTION    OF   THE    PROVINCE    OF    CAROLINA,    ETC. 

Carolina  is  a  fair  and  spacious  province  on  the  continent  of  Ameiica,  so 
called  in  honor  of  his  sacred  majesty  that  now  is,  Charles  the  Second,  whom 
God  preserve ;  and  his  majesty  hath  been  pleased  to  grant  the  same  to  cer- 
tain honorable  persons,  who,  in  order  to  the  speedy  planting  of  the  same, 
have  granted  divers  privileges  and  advantages  to  such  as  shall  transport 
themselves  and  servants  in  convenient  time.  This  province,  lying  so  near 
Virginia,  and  yet  more  southward,  enjoys  the  fertility  and  advantages  there- 
of; and  yet  is  so  far  distant,  as  to  be  freed  from  the  inconstancy  of  the 
weather,  which  is  a  great  cause  of  the  unhealthfrilness  thereof ;  also,  being 
in  the  latitude  of  the  Barmoodoes,  may  expect  the  like  healthftilness  which 
it  hath  hitherto  enjoyed,  and  doubtless  there  is  no  plantation  that  ever  the 
English  went  upon,  in  all  respects  so  good  as  this :  for  though  Barmoodoes 
be  wonderful  healthy  and  fruitful,  yet  it  is  but  a  prison  to  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  much  straitened  for  want  of  room,  and  therefore  many  of  them 
are  come  to  Carolina,  and  more  intend  to  follow.  There  is  seated  in  this 
province  two  colonies  already :  one  on  the  river  Roanoak  (now  called  Albe- 
marle River),  and  borders  on  Virginia  ;  the  other  at  Cape  Feare,  two  de- 
grees more  southerly ;  of  which  follows  a  more  particular  description. 

This  province  of  Carolina  is  situate  on  the  main  continent  of  America, 
between  the  degrees  of  30  and  86,  and  hath  on  the  north,  the  south  part  of 
Virginia  ;  on  the  south  is  bounded  by  the  30th  degree  of  latitude,  not  yet 
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fully  discovered  ;  on  the  east  is  Mar^  Atlanticum,  part  of  the  great  ocean ; 
and  on  the  west  the  wealthy  South  Sea  is  its  confines. 

The  Particular  Description  of  Cape  Feare, 
In  the  midst  of  this  fertile  province,  in  the  latitude  of  34  degi'ees,  there 
is  a  colony  oi  English  seated,  who  landed  there  the  29th  May,  Anno  1664, 
and  are  in  all  about  eight  hundred  persons,  who  have  overcome  all  the  diflS- 
culties  that  attend  the  first  attempts,  and  have  cleared  the  way  for  those 
that  come  after,  who  will  find  good  houses  to  be  in  whilst  their  own  are  in 
building ;  good  forts  to  secure  them  from  their  enemies ;  and  many  things 
brought  from  other  parts  there,  increasing  to  their  no  small  advantage.  The 
entrance  into  the  river,  now  called  Cape  Feare  River,  the  situation  of  the 
cape,  and  trending  of  the  land,  is  plainly  laid  down  to  the  eye  in  the  map 
annexed.  The  river  is  barred  at  the  entrance,  but  there  is  a  channel  close 
aboard  the  cape  that  will  convey  in  safety  a  ship  of  three  hundred  tons ;  and 
as  soon  as  a  ship  is  over  the  bar,  the  river  is  five  or  six  fathoms  deep  for  a 
hundred  miles  from  the  sea.  This  bai*  is  a  great  security  to  the  colony 
against  a  foreign  invasion,  the  channel  being  hard  to  find  by  those  that  have 
not  experience  of  it,  and  yet  safe  enough  to  those  that  know  it. 

The  Earthy  Water,  and  Air, 
The  land  is  of  divers  sorts,  as  in  all  countries  of  the  world :  that  which 
lies  near  the  sea  is  sandy  and  barren,  but  beareth  many  tall  trees,  which 
make  good  timber  for  several  uses;  and  this  sandy  ground  is,  by  ex{>e- 
rienced  men,  thought  to  be  one  cause  of  the  healthfiilness  of  the  place ; 
but  up  the  river,  about  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  where  they  have  made  a 
town,  called  Charles-Town,  there  is  plenty  of  as  rich  ground  as  any  in  the 
wQrld.  It  is  a  blackish  mould  upon  a  red  sand,  and  under  that  a  clay,  but 
in  some  places  is  rich  ground  of  a  grayer  color.  They  have  made  brick  of 
the  clay,  which  proves  very  good ;  and  lime  they  have  also  for  building. 
The  whole  country  consists  of  stately  woods,  groves,  marshes,  and  meadows ; 
it  abounds  with  variety  of  as  brave  oaks  as  eye  can  behold ;  great  bodies, 
tall  and  straight,  from  sixty  to  eighty  feet  before  there  be  any  boughs,  which 
with  the  little  underwood  makes  the  woods  very  commodious  to  travel  in, 
either  on  horseback  or  afoot.  In  the  barren  sandy  ground  grow  mast 
stately  pines,  white  and  red  cedars,  ash,  birch,  holly,  chestnut,  and  walnut 
trees  of 'great  growth,  and  very  plentiful.  There  are  many  sorts  of  fruit 
trees :  as  vines,  medlars,  peach,  wild  cherries,  mulberry-trees,  and  the  silk- 
worm  breeding  naturally  on  them,  with  many  other  trees  for  fruit  and  for 
building,  for  perfume,  and  for  medicine,  for  which  the  English  have  no 
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name  ;  also  several  sorts  of  dyeing  stuff,  which  may  prove  of  great  advan- 
tage. The  woods  are  stored  with  deer  and  wild  turkeys,  of  a  great  magni- 
tude, weighing  many  times  above  fifty  pounds  apiece,  and  of  a  more  pleasant 
taste  than  in  England^  being  in  their  proper  climate  ;  other  sorts  of  beasts 
in  the  woods  that  are  good  for  food,  and  also  fowls,  whose  names  are  not 
known  to  them.  This  is  what  they  found  naturally  upon  the  place ;  but 
they  have  brought  with  them  most  sorts  of  seeds  and  roots  of  the  Barba- 
does,  which  thrive  very  well ;  and  they  have  potatoes,  and  the  other  roots 
and  herbs  of  Barbadoes,  growing  and  thriving  with  them ;  as  also  from 
Virginia,  Barmoodoes,  and  New  England,  what  they  could  afford.  Tliey 
have  indigo,  tobacco  very  good,  and  cotton-wool ;  lime-trees,  orange,  lemon, 
and  other  fruit  trees  they  brought,  thrive  exceedingly.  They  have  two 
crops  of  Indian  corn  in  one  year,  and  great  increase  every  crop.  Apples, 
pears,  and  other  English  fruit,  grow  there  out  of  the  planted  kernels.  The 
marshes  and  meadows  are  very  large,  from  fifteen  hundred  to  three  thou- 
sand acres  and  upwards,  and  are  excellent  food  for  cattle,  and  will  bear  any 
grain  being  prepared.  Some  cattle,  both  great  and  small,  will  live  well  all 
the  winter,  and  keep  their  fat,  without  fodder.  Hogs  find  so  much  mast 
and  other  food  in  the  woods,  that  they  want  no  other  care  than  a  swine- 
herd to  keep  them  from  running  wild.  The  meadows  are  very  proper  for 
rice,  rape-seed,  linseed,  <fec.,  and  may  many  of  them  be  made  to  overflow  at 
pleasure  with  a  small  charge.  Here  are  as  brave  rivers  as  any  in  the  world, 
stored  with  great  abundance  of  sturgeon,  salmon,  bass,  place,  trout,  and  Span- 
ish mackerel,  with  many  other  most  pleasant  sorts  offish,  both  flat  and  round, 
for  which  the  English  tongue  hath  no  name.  Also  in  the  little  winter,  they 
have  abundance  of  wild  geese,  ducks,  teals,  widgeons,  and  many  other  pleas- 
ant fowl ;  and  (as  it  is  said  before)  the  rivers  are  very  deep  and  navigable 
above  one  hundred  miles  up ;  also  there  are  wholesome  springs  and  rivu- 
lets. Last  of  all,  the  air  comes  to  be  considered,  which  is  not  the  least 
considerable  to  the  well-being  of  a  plantation,  for  without  a  wholesome  air 
all  other  considerations  avail  nothing ;  and  this  is  it  which  makes  this  place 
so  desirable,  being  seated  in  the  most  temperate  clime,  where  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  glorious  light  of  heaven  brings  many  advantages,  and  his  con- 
venient distance  secures  them  from  the  inconvenience  of  his  scorching  beams. 
The  summer  is  not  too  hot,  and  the  winter  is  very  short  and  moderate,  best 
agreeing  with  English  constitutions.  Cape  Feare  lies  about  34  degrees 
from  the  equator ;  the  nights  nor  days  are  so  long,  when  at  longest,  as  in 
England,  by  somewhat  above  two  hours.  A  remarkable  instance  of  the 
healthfiilness  of  the  place  is,  that  at  the  first  setting  down  of  the  colony, 
when  they  had  no  house,  nor  harbor,  but  wrought  hard  all  day  in  preparing 
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wood  to  build,  and  lay  in  the  open  air  all  night,  yet  not  one  of  them  was 
ill,  but  continued  well  all  the  time.  They  sympathize  most  with  the  Bar- 
moodoes^  which  is  the  healthfulest  spot  in  the  world ;  and  yet  the  last  year 
they  had  a  fever  and  ague  that  troubled  them  much,  which  also  was  at 
Cape  Feare^  but  was  not  dangerous  to  any  that  took  care  of  themselves,  and 
had  things  convenient.  This  place  had  been  aimed  at  many  years  since. 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  a  design  to  have  planted  it.  Those  of  the  Barmoo- 
does^  whose  habitations  are  too  strait  for  them,  have,  with  longing  desire, 
waited  for  the  discovery  of  this  place,  that  is  near  their  own  latitude,  where 
they  may  expect  the  same  healthfiilness  they  do  now  enjoy,  which  is  now 
perfected  as  to  the  first  settlement,  and  wants  nothing  but  a  diligent  prose- 
cution of  so  noble  an  enterprise. 

If  therefore  any  industrious  and  ingenious  persons  shall  be  willing  to 
partake  of  the  felicities  of  this  country,  let  them  embrace  the  first  opportu- 
nity, that  they  may  obtain  the  greater  advantages. 

The  chief  of  the  privihges  are  a^  follows  : 

First.  There  is  full  and  free  liberty  of  conscience  granted  to  all,  so  that 
no  man  is  to  be  molested  or  called  in  question  for  matters  of  religious  con- 
cern ;  but  every  one  to  be  obedient  to  the  civil  government,  worshipping 
God  after  their  own  way. 

Secondly.  There  is  freedom  from  custom  for  all  wine^  silk,  raisins^  cur- 
rants,  oil,  olives,  and  almonds,  that  shall  be  raised  in  the  province  for  seven 
years,  after  four  tons  of  any  of  those  commodities  shall  be  imported  in  one 
bottom. 

Thirdly.  Every  free  man  and  free  woman  that  transport  themselves  and 
servants  by  the  25th  of  March  next,  being  1667,  shall  have  for  himself,  wife, 
children,  and  men-servants,  for  each,  one  hundred  acres  of  land  for  him  and 
his  heirs  forever,  and  for  every  woman-servant  and  slave  fifty  acres,  paying 
at  most  \d,per  acre  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  demands,  to  the  lords  proprie- 
tors :  Provided  always,  that  every  man  be  armed  with  a  good  musket,  full 
bore,  ten  pounds  of  powder,  and  twenty  pounds  of  bullet,  and  six  months' 
provision  for  all,  to  serve  them  whilst  they  raise  provision  in  that  country. 

Fourthly.  Every  man-servant  at  the  expiration  of  their  time  is  to  have  of 
the  country  a  hundred  acres  of  land  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever,  paying 
only  ^d,  per  acre  per  annum,  and  the  women  fifty  acres  of  land  on  the  same 
conditions ;  their  masters  also  arc  to  allow  them  two  suits  of  apparel,  and 
tools  such  as  he  is  best  able  to  work  with,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
country. 

Fifthly.  They  are  to  have  a  governor  and  council  appointed  from  among 
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themselves,  to  see  the  laws  of  the  Assembly  put  in  due  execution ;  but  the 
governor  is  to  rule  but  three  years,  and  then  learn  to  obey  ;  also  he  hath 
no  power  to  lay  any  tax,  or  make  or  abrogate  any  law,  without  the  consent 
of  the  colony  in  their  Assembly. 

Sixthly.  They  are  to  choose  annually  from  among  themselves  a  certain 
number  of  men,  according  to  their  divisions,  which  constitute  the  General 
Assembly,  with  the  governor  and  his  council,  and  have  the  sole  power  of 
making  laws,  and  laying  taxes  for  the  common  good  when  need  shall  re- 
quire. These  are  the  chief  and  fundamental  privileges,  but  the  right  hon- 
orable lords  proprietors  have  promised  (and  it  is  their  interest  so  to  do)  to 
be  ready  to  grant  what  other  privileges  may  be  found  advantageous  for  the 
good  of  the  colony. 

Is  there  therefore  any  younger  brother  who  is  born  of  gentle  blood,  and 
whose  spirit  is  elevated  above  the  common  sort,  and  yet  the  hard  usage  of 
our  country  hath  not  allowed  suitable  fortune  ? — he  will  not  siu-ely  be  afraid 
to  leave  his  native  soil  to  advance  his  fortunes  equal  to  his  blood  and 
spirit,  and  so  he  will  avoid  those  unlawful  ways  too  many  of  our  young  gen- 
tlemen take  to  maintain  themselves  according  to  their  high  education.  Lav- 
ing but  small  estates ;  here,  with  a  few  servants  and  a  small  stock,  a  great 
estate  may  be  raised,  although  his  birth  have  not  entitled  him  to  any  of 
the  land  of  his  ancestors,  yet  his  industry  may  supply  him  so  as  to  make 
him  the  head  of  as  famous  a  family. 

Such  as  are  here  tormented  with  much  care  how  to  get  woilh  to  gain 
a  livelihood,  or  that  with  their  labor  can  hardly  get  a  comfortable  subsist- 
ence, shall  do  well  to  go  to  this  place,  where  any  man  whatever,  that  is  but 
willing  to  take  moderate  pains,  may  be  assured  of  a  most  comfortable  sub- 
sistence, and  be  in  a  way  to  raise  his  fortunes  far  beyond  what  he  could 
ever  hope  for  in  England.  Let  no  man  be  troubled  at  the  thoughts  of  be- 
ing a  servant  for  four  or  five  years,  for  I  can  assure  you  that  many  men 
give  money  with  their  children  to  serve  seven  years,  to  take  more  pains 
and  fare  nothing  so  well  as  the  servants  in  this  plantation  will  do.  Then 
it  is  to  be  considered  that  so  soon  as  he  is  out  of  his  time,  he  hath  land 
and  tools,  and  clothes  given  him,  and  is  in  a  way  of  advancement.  There- 
fore all  artificers — as  carpenters^  wheelwrights^  joiners^  coopers,  bricklayers, 
smiths — or  diligent  husbandmen,  and  laborers,  that  are  v/illing  to  advance 
their  fortunes,  and  live  in  a  most  pleasant,  healthful,  and  fruitful  country, 
where  artificers  are  of  high  esteem,  and  used  with  all  civility  and  courtesy 
imaginable,  may  take  notice,  that — 

There  is  an  opportunity  offers  now  by  the  Virginia  fleet,  from  whence 
Cape  Feare  is  but  three  or  four  days'  sail ;  and  then  a  small  stock  carried  to 
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yirfjfinm  will  purchase  provisions  at  a  far  easier  rate  than  to  cany  them 
froju  huiico :  hIjo  the  freight  of  the  said  provisions  will  be  saved,  and  be 
fnor*^  ifm\h  »'>^i  there  wanteth  not  conveyance  from  Virgmm  thither. 

If  any  maid  or  single  woman  have  a  desire  to  go  over,  they  will  think 
tli(*Hiiielvi-&  Itj  tlie  golden  age,  when  men  paid  a  dowry  for  their  wives ;  for 
if  tbey  be  but  civil,  and  under  fifty  years  of  age,  some  honest  man  or  other 
will  purcJiai!*o  lb  em  for  tlieir  wives. 

Thoftt*  til  at  jJesire  further  advice,  or  servants  that  would  be  entertained, 
let  them  i^mv  to  Mr.  Matthew  Wilkinson,  Ironmonger,  at  the  sign  of  the 
Thrct  Frtithtrny  in  Biskopuf/ate-street,  where  they  may  be  informed  when 
tlm  feliipj»  \\  ill  be  ready,  and  what  they  must  carry  with  them.  Thus  much 
wfla  c<>uvtMiit"iit  to  be  written  at  present,  but  a  more  ample  relation  is  in- 
tciidtwl  U}  bo  published  in  due  time. 
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No.  VII. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  DISCOVERIES  OF  JOHN  LEDERER. 

In  three  several  Marches  from  Virginia  to  the  west  of  Carolina,  and  other  parts  of 
the  Continent ;  begun  in  March,  1669,  and  ended  in  September,  1670.  Collected 
and  translated  out  of  Latin  from  his  discourse  and  writings,  by  Sir  Wiluam  Talbot, 
Baronet'.    Printed  in  London,  in  1672. 

{Reprinted from  a  copy  in  the  author^ s  library.] 

[John  Lsderer  was  a  learned  Gennan,  who  lived  in  Virginia  during  the 
administration  of  Sir  William  Berkeley.  Little  was  then  known  of  the 
mountainous  part  of  that  State,  or  of  what  was  beyond.  Berkeley  commis- 
sioned Lederer  to  make  explorations,  and  accordingly  he  went  upon  three 
several  expeditions.  The  first  was  from  the  head  of  York  River  due  west 
to  the  Appalachian  Mountains ;  the  second  was  from  the  falls  of  James  River, 
west  and  southwest,  and  brought  him  into  North  Carolina,  through  several 
of  the  counties  of  which  he  travelled ;  the  third  was  from  the  falls  of  the 
Rappahannock,  westward,  to  the  mountains. 

Certain  Englishmen  were  appointed  by  Berkeley  to  accompany  him; 
these,  however,  forsook  him  and  turned  back.  Lederer  proceeded,  notwith- 
standing, alone;  and  on  his  return  to  Virginia  (which,  by  the  way,  was 
never  expected),  met  with  insult  and  reproaches,  instead  of  the  cordial  wel- 
come to  which  he  was  entitled.  For  this  he  was  indebted  to  his  English 
companions  who  had  forsaken  him ;  and  so  active  were  they  in  creating  a 
prejudice  against  him,  that  he  was  not  safe  among  the  people  of  Virginia, 
who  had  been  told  that  the  public  taxes  of  that  year  had  all  been  expended 
in  his  wanderings. 

Under  these  circumstances  he  went  into  Maryland,  and  there  succeeded 
finally  in  obtaining  a  hearing  from  the  governor.  Sir  William  Talbot,  and  in 
submitting  his  papers  to  him.  The  governor,  though  at  first  much  preju- 
diced against  the  man  by  the  stories  he  had  heard,  yet  found  him,  as  he 
says,  "a  modest,  ingenious  pei-son,  and  a  pretty  scholar;"  and  Lederer  vin- 
dicated himself  "with  so  convincing  reason  and  circumstance,"  as  Talbot 
says,  that  he  quite  removed  all  unfavorable  impressions,  and  the  governor 
himself  took  the  trouble  to  translate  from  the  Latin  and  publish  Lederer's 
account  of  his  journey ings. 

A  map  of  his  explorations  accompanies  Talbot's  translation,  and  by  the 
aid  of  that  we  have  endeavored  to  trace,  as  well  as  we  could,  the  German's 
wanderings  within  the  present  boundaries  of  North  Carolina.] 
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The  twentieth  of  May,  1670,  one  Major  Harris  and  myself,  with  twenty 
Christian  horse  and  five  Indians,  marched  from  the  falls  of  James  River,  in 
Virginia,  towards  the  Monakins ;  and  on  the  two-and-twentieth  were  wel- 
comed by  them  with  volleys  of  shot.  Near  this  village  we  observed  a  pyra- 
mid of  stones  piled  up  together,  which,  their  priests  told  us,  was  the  number 
of  an  Indian  colony  drawn  out  by  lot  from  a  neighbor  country  over-peopled, 
and  led  hither  by  one  Monack,  from  whom  they  take  the  name  of  Monakin. 
Here  inquiring  the  way  to  the  mountains,  an  ancient  man  described,  with  a 
staff,  two  paths  on  the  ground,  one  pointing  to  the  Mahocks^  and  the  other 
to  the  Nahyssans, 

[The  Mahocks,  from  Lederer's  map,  would  appear  to  have  been  living 
near  the  dividing  line  of  Nelson  and  Albemarle  counties,  at  the  junction  of 
the  Rockfish  with  the  James  River.  The  locality  of  the  Nahyssans  appears, 
from  Robert  Mordents  map  of  Carolina  (168V),  and  also  from  Ogilby's,  to 
have  been  west  of  the  Mahocks,  between  them  and  the  first  range  of  the 
mountains.] 

But  my  English  companions,  slighting  the  Indian's  direction,  shaped  their 
course  by  the  compass  due  west;  and  therefore  it  fell  out  with  us,  as  it  does 
with  those  land-crabs  that,  crawling  backwards  in  a  direct  line,  avoid  not  the 
trees  that  stand  in  their  way,  but  climbing  over  their  very  tops  come  down 
again  on  the  other  side,  and  so,  after  a  day's  labor,  gain  not  above  two  feet 
of  ground.  Thus  we,  obstinately  pursuing  a  due  west  course,  rode  over  steep 
and  craggy  clifi's  which  beat  our  horses  quite  off  the  hoof.  In  these  moun- 
tains we  w^andered  from  the  25th  of  May  till  the  3d  of  June,  finding  very 
little  sustenance  for  man  or  horse,  for  these  places  are  destitute  both  of  grain 
and  herbage. 

The  third  of  June  we  came  to  the  soutli  branch  of  James  River,  which 
Major  Harris,  observing  to  run  northwardly,  vainly  imagined  to  be  an  arm 
of  the  Lake  of  Canada,  and  was  so  transported  with  this  fancy  that  he  would 
have  raised  a  pillar  to  the  discovery,  if  the  fear  of  the  Mahock  Indian  and 
want  of  food  had  permitted  him  to  stay.  Here  I  moved  to  cross  the  river 
and  march  on ;  but  the  rest  of  the  company  were  so  weary  of  the  enterprise, 
that,  crying  out,  one  and  all,  they  would  have  offered  violence  to  me,  had 
I  not  been  provided  with  a  private  commission  from  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia to  proceed,  though  the  rest  of  the  company  should  abandon  me — the 
sight  of  which  laid  their  fury. 

The  lesser  hills,  or  Akontshuck^  are  here  impassable,  being  both  steep  and 
craggy.  The  rocks  seemed  to  me,  at  a  distance,  to  resemble  eggs  set  up 
on  end. 
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James  Ri\rer  is  here  as  broad  as  it  is  about  a  hundred  miles  lower,  at 
Monakin ;  the  passage  over  it  is  very  dangerous  by  reason  of  the  rapid  tor- 
rents made  by  rocks  and  shelves  forcing  the  water  into  narrow  channels. 
From  an  observation  which  we  made  of  straws  and  rotten  chunks^  hanging 
in  the  boughs  of  trees  on  the  bank,  and  two-and-twenty  feet  above  water, 
wo  argued  that  the  melted  snow  falling  from  the  mountains  swelled  the  river 
to  that  height,  the  flood  carrying  down  that  rubbish  which,  upon  the  abate- 
ment of  the  inundation,  remained  in  the  trees. 

The  air  in  these  parts  was  so  moist  that  all  our  biscuits  became  mouldy 
and  unfit  to  be  eaten,  so  that  some  nicer  stomachs,  who,  at  our  setting  out, 
laughed  at  my  provision  of  Indian-meal  parched,  would  gladly  now  have 
shared  with  me ;  but  I  being  determined  to  go  upon  further  discoveries, 
refused  to  part  with  any  of  that  which  was  to  be  my  most  necessary  sus- 
tenance. 

The  fifth  of  June,  my  company  and  I  parted,  good  friends,  they  back 
again,  and  I,  with  one  Susquehanna  Indian,  named  Jackzetavon,  only,  in 
pursuit  of  my  first  enterprise,  changing  my  course  from  west  to  southwest 
and  by  south  to  avoid  the  mountains.  Major  Harris,  in  parting,  gave  me  a 
gun,  believing  me  a  lost  man,  and  given  up  as  a  prey  to  Indians  or  savage 
beasts,  which  made  him  the  bolder  to  report  strange  things  in  his  own  praise 
and  my  disparagement,  presuming  I  would  never  appear  to  disprove  him. 
This,  I  suppose,  and  no  other,  was  the  cause  that  he  did  with  so  much  in- 
dustry procure  me  discredit  and  odium ;  but  I  have  lost  nothing  by  it  but 
what  I  never  studied  to  gain,  which  is  popular  applause. 

From  the  fifth,  which  was  Sunday,  until  the  ninth  of  June,  I  travelled 
through  diflBcult  ways,  without  seeing  any  town  or  Indian,  and  then  I  ar- 
rived at  Sapon,  a  town  of  the  Nahyssans,  about  a  hundred  miles  distant 
from  Mahock,  situate  upon  a  branch  of  Shawarij  alias  Rorenock  SivfQx, 

[By  Shawarij  Lederer  means  Chowan,  which  he*  here  confounds  with 
Roanoke.  On  Morden's  map  (1087),  and  on  Ogilby's  (1671),  the  Chowan 
is  called  Bokakak^  while  the  Moratoc  or  Roanoke  is  called  Noraloke.  The 
Staunton  and  the  Dan  form  the  latter  river,  and  it  was  probably  on  some  of 
the  tributaries  of  the  fiirst-named  stream  he  struck,  perhaps  on  the  Staunton 
itself,  just  before  its  junction  with  the  Dan.  He  had  changed  his  course,  as 
he  tells  us,  to  S.  W.  by  S.,  to  avoid  the  mountains,  and  the  only  streams  to 
which  this  course  would  bring  him  are  the  Staunton  and  its  northern 
tributaries.] 

»Thi8  word  is  very  generally  used  at  the  South,  and  means  sometimes  the  end  of  small 
logs,  partly  burned,  and  then  extinguished ;  and  at  others,  as  in  this  case,  broken  frag- 
ments of  moderate  size  fVom  decayed  trees. 
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And  though  I  had  just  cause  to  fear  these  Indikus,  because  they  had  been 
in  continual  hostility  with  the  Christians  for  ten  yeai*8  before,  yet  presuming 
that  the  truck  which  I  carried  with  me  would  procure  my  welcome,  I  ad- 
ventured to  put  myself  into  their  power,  having  heard  that  they  never  offer 
any  injury  to  a  few  persons,  from  whom  they  apprehend  no  danger ;  never- 
theloss  thoy  examined  me  strictly,  whence  I  came,  whither  I  went,  and  what 
my  business  was.  But  after  I  had  bestowed  some  trifles  of  glass  and  metal 
amongst  them,  they  were  satisfied  with  reasonable  answers,  and  I  received 
with  all  imaginable  demonstrations  of  kindness,  as  offering  of  sacrifice,  a 
compliment  showed  only  to  such  as  they  design  particularly  to  honor ;  but 
they  went  further,  and  consulted  their  gods,  whether  they  should  not  admit 
me  into  their  nation  and  councils,  and  oblige  me  to  stay  among  them  by  a 
marriage  with  the  king's  or  some  of  their  great  men's  daughters.  But  I, 
though  with  much  ado,  waived  their  courtesy,  and  got  my  passport,  having 
given  my  word  to  return  to  them  within  six  months. 

Sapon  is  within  the  limits  of  the  province  of  Carolina,  and  as  you  may 
perceive  by  the  figure,  has  Tall  the  attributes  requisite  to  a  pleasant  and  ad- 
vantageous seat;  for,  though  it  stands  high  and  upon  a  dry  land,  it  enjoys 
the  benefit  of  a  stately  river  and  a  rich  soil,  capable  of  producing  many 
commodities,  which  may  hereafter  render  the  trade  of  it  considerable. 

[We  must  here  remember  that  the  dividing  line  between  the  present 
States  of  Virginia  and  Carolina  was  not  then  established  as  it  is  now  recog- 
nized. From  Lederer's  map,  it  appears  that  all  that  part  of  Virginia  lying 
south  of  James  River,  and  extending  as  far  westward  as  the  Blue  Ridge,  was 
considered  by  him  as  part  of  Carolina,  and  is  so  designated  on  his  map. 
Sapon,  however,  would  appear  from  his  map  to  have  been  in  North  Carolina, 
or  just  beyond  the  present  boundary,  in  Virginia.  Morden  places  it  just 
south  of  the'dividing  line,  in  Carolina,  on  the  upper  waters  of  what  we  call 
the  Roanoke.     It  was  the  chief  town  of  the  Nahyssans.] 

Not  far  distant  from  hence,  as  I  understood  from  tlie  Nahyssan  Indians, 
is  their  king's  residence,  called  Fintahcc,  upon  the  same  river,  and  happy  in 
the  same  advantages  both  for  pleasure  and  profit,  which  my  curiosity  would 
have  led  me  to  see,  were  I  not  bound,  both  by  oath  and  commission,  to  a 
direct  pursuance  of  my  intended  purpose  of  discovering  a  passage  to  the 
further  side  of  the  mountains.  This  nation  is  governed  by  an  absolute 
monarch ;  the  people  of  a  high  stature,  warlike,  and  rich.  I  saw  great  store 
of  pearl  unbored  in  their  little  temples  or  oratories,  which  they  had  won, 
amongst  other  spoils,  from  the  Indians  of  Florida,  and  hold  in  as  great  es- 
teem as  we  do. 
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From  hence,  by  the  Indians'  instructions,  I  directed  ray  course  to  Ake- 
natzy,  an  island  bearing  south  and  by  west,  and  about  fifty  miles  distant, 
upon  a  branch  of  the  same  river,  from  Sapon. 

[This  island  Akenaizy  is  possibly  what  is  found  on  Lawson's  map  of  1*709, 
under  the  name  of  Aconeche,  in  the  Roanoke  River.] 

The  country  here,  though  high,  is  level,  and  for  the  most  part  a  rich  soil, 
as  I  judged  by  the  growth  of  the  ti*ees ;  yet  where  it  is  inhabited  by  Indians 
it  lies  open  in  spacious  plains,  and  is  blessed  with  a  very  healthful  air,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  age  and  vigor  of  the  people :  and  though  I  travelled  in  the 
month  of  June,  the  heat  of  the  weather  hindered  me  not  from  riding  at  all 
hours  without  any  great  annoyance  from  the  sun.  By  easy  journeys  I  landed 
at  Akeiiatzy  upon  the  twelfth  of  June.  The  current  of  the  river  is  here  so 
strong  that  my  horse  had  much  difficulty  to  resist  it,  and  I  expected  every 
step  to  bo  carried  away  with  the  stream. 

This  island,  though  small,  maintains  many  inhabitants,  who  are  fixed  here 
in  great  security,  being  naturally  fortified  with  fastnesses  of  mountains,  and 
wat^r  on  every  side.  Upon  the  north  shore  they  yearly  reap  great  crops  of 
corn,  of  which  they  always  have  a  twelvemonth's  provision  aforehand,  against 
an  invasion  from  their  powerful  neighboi-s.  Their  government  is  under  two 
kings,  one  presiding  in  arms,  the  other  in  hunting  and  husbandry.  They 
hold  all  things,  except  their  wives,  in  common ;  and  their  custom  in  eating 
is,  that  every  man,  in  his  turn,  feasts  all  the  rest,  and  he  that  makes  the  en- 
tertainment is  seated  betwixt  the  two  kings,  when,  having  highly  commended 
his  own  cheer,  they  carve  and  distribute  it  among  the  guests. 

At  ray  arrival  here  I  met  four  stranger  Indians,  whose  bodies  were  painted 
in  various  colors  with  figures  of  animals  whose  likeness  I  had  never  seen ; 
and  by  some  discourse  and  signs  which  passed  between  us,  I  gathered  that 
they  were  the  only  survivors  of  fifty  who  set  out  together  in  company  from 
some  great  island,  as  I  conjecture,  to  the  northwest ;  for  I  understood  that 
they  crossed  a  great  water,  in  which  most  of  their  party  perished  by  tempest, 
the  rest  dying  in  the  marshes  and  mountains  by  famine  and  hard  weather, 
after  a  two  months'  travel  by  land  and  water  in  quest  of  this  island  of 
AkenqLtzy, 

The  most  reasonable  conjecture  that  I  can  frame  out  of  this  relation  is, 
that  these  Indians  might  come  from  the  island  of  New  Albion  or  California^ 
from  whence  we  may  imagine  some  great  arm  of  the  Indian  Ocean  or  bay 
stretches  into  the  continent  towards  the  Apalatcean  Mountains  in  the  nature 
of  a  midland  .sea,  in  which  many  of  these  Indians  might  have  perished.  To 
confirm  ray  opinion  in  this  point,  I  have  heard  several  Indians  testify  that 
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the  nation  of  Rickohockans^  who  dwell  not  far  to  the  westward  of  the  ApcUa- 
tcean  Mountains,  are  seated  upon  a  land,  as  they  terra  it,  of  great  waves — 
by  which,  I  suppose,  they  mean  the  sea-shore. 

[However  reasonable  this  conjecture  may  have  appeared  at  the  time  to 
Lederer,  with  such  geographical  knowledge  as  was  then  possessed,  we  think, 
if  we  mistake  not  the  locality  in  which  the  German  then  was,  a  much  more 
reasonable  supposition  can  be  formed  by  us  at  this  day.  He  was  on  an  island 
in  the  Roanoke  River,  and,  as  we  think,  in  that  part  of  the  river  that  flows 
between  Halifax  and  Northampton  counties.  The  four  Indians  had  proba- 
bly come  from  the  northeast  or  cast,  and  the  great  water  thoy  crossed  was 
nothing  more  than  the  Sound,  for  their  whole  journey  had  occupied  a  space 
of  time  much  too  short  for  a  travel  from  any  great  body  of  water  to  the  west 
or  noi*thwest.  If,  however,  they  came  from  the  northwest,  it  must  have  been 
from  the  borders  of  the  great  lakes,  which,  we  think,  was  the  land  of  the 
RkkoJvockanSy  whom  he  mentions  in  the  next  paragraph  as  distinct  from  these 
four  Indians.  He  entertained,  it  will  be  observed,  an  opinion  very  common 
at  that  day,  that  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  extended  northwardly  into  the  conti- 
nent much  further  than  it  does,  and  he  had  a  very  imperfect  conception  of 
the  entire  breadth  of  the  continent.] 

The  next  day  after  my  arrival  at  Akenatzy^  a  RickoJiockan  ambassador, 
attended  by  five  Indians  whose  faces  were  colored  with  auripigmentum  (in 
which  mineral  these  parts  do  much  abound),  was  received,  and  that  night 
invited  to  a  ball,  of  their  fashion ;  but  in  the  height  of  their  mirth  and 
dancing,  by  a  smoke  contrived  for  that  purpose,  the  room  was  suddenly 
darkened,  and,  for  what  cause  I  know  not,  the  Rickohockan  and  his  retinue 
barbarously  murdered.  This  struck  me  with  such  an  afFrightment,  that  the 
very  next  day,  without  taking  my  leave  of  them,  I  slunk  away  with  my 
Indian  companion.  ITiough  the  desire  of  informing  myself  further  concern- 
ing some  minerals,  as  auripigmentum^  &c.,  which  I  there  took  especial  notice 
of,  would  have  persuaded  me  to  st^y  longer  among  them,  had  not  the  bloody 
example  of  their  treachery  to  the  Rickohockans  frightened  me  away. 

The  fourteenth  of  June,  pursuing  a  south- southwest  course,  sometimes  by 
a  beaten  path  and  sometimes  over  hills  and  rocks,  I  was  forced  to  take  up 
my  quarters  in  the  woods ;  for  though  the  Oenock  Indians,  whom  I  then 
sought,  were  not,  in  a  direct  line,  above  thirty  odd  miles  distant  from  Ake- 
naizy^  yet  the  ways  were  such,  and  obliged  me  to  go  so  far  about,  that  I 
reached  not  Oenock  until  the  sixteenth. 

[We  are  not  without  knowledge  of  the  locality  of  the  Ohanoaks.    They 
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wore  in  the  present  county  of  Bertie,  on  its  eastern  side  (see  vol.  i.,  p.  113). 
It  would,  therefore,  seem  that  Lederer  travelled  down  from  Northampton, 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Roanoke  into  Bertie,  towards  the  Chowan.] 

The  country  here,  by  the  industry  of  these  Indians,  is  very  open,  and 
clear  of  wood.  Their  town  is  built  round  a  field,  whore,  in  their  sports,  they 
exercise  with  so  much  labor  and  violence  and  in  so  great  numbers,  that  I 
have  seen  the  ground  wet  with  the  sweat  that  dropped  from  their  bodies. 
Their  chief  recreation  is  slinging  of  stones. 

Fourteen  miles  west-southwest  of  the  Oenocks  dwell  the  Skackory  Indians, 
npon  a  rich  soil,  and  yet  abounding  in  antimony,  of  which  they  showed  me 
considerable  quantities.  Finding  them  agree  with  the  Oenocks  in  customs 
and  manners,  I  made  no  stay  there,  but  passing  through  their  town  I  trav- 
elled till  the  nineteenth  of  Juno,  and  then,  after  a  two  days'  troublesome 
journey  through  thickets  and  marsh-grounds,  I  arrived  at  Watary,  above 
forty  miles  distant,  and  bearing  west-southwest  to  Shakor, 

I  departed  from  Watary  the  one-and-twentieth  of  Jun^,  and  keeping  a 
west  course  for  near  thirty  miles  I  came  to  Sara.  Here  I  found  the  ways 
more  level  and  easy.  I  did  likewise,  to  my  no  small  admiration,  find  hard 
cakes  of  white  salt  among  them ;  but  whether  they  were  made  of  sea- water 
or  taken  out  of  salt-pits  I  know  not,  but  am  apt  to  believe  the  latter,  because 
the  sea  is  so  remote  from  them. 

From  Sara  I  kept  a  south-southwest  course  until  the  five-and-twenttieth 
of  June,  and  then  I  reached  Whacky,  This  three  days'  march  wa3  mwo 
troublesome  to  me  than  all  ray  travels  besides,  for  the  direct  way  which  I 
took  from  Sara  to  Wisacky  is  over  a  continued  marsh  overgrown  with  reeds, 
from  whose  roots  spring  knotty  stumps,  as  hard  and  sharp  as  flint.  I  was 
forced  to  lead  my  horse  most  part  of  the  way,  and  wonder  that  he  was  not 
either  plunged  in  the  bogs  or  lamed  by  those  rugged  knots* 

This  nation  is  subject  to  a  neighbor  king  residing  upon  the  bank  of  a  great 
lake  called  Ushery,  environed  of  all  sides  with  mountains  and  Wisacky  marsh. 

The  six-and-twentieth  of  June,  having  crossed  a  fi-esh  river  which  runs 
into  the  lake  of  Ushery,  I  came  to  the  town,  which  was  more  populous  than 
any  I  had  seen  before  in  my  march.  The  king  dwells  some  three  miles 
from  it,  and  therefore  I  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  him  the  two  nights 
which  I  stayed  there.  This  pi-ince,  though  his  dominions  are  large  and  pop- 
ulous, is  in  continual  fear  of  the  Ousiack  Indians,  seated  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  lake,  a  people  so  addicted  to  arms  that  even  their  women  come 
into  the  field  and  shoot  arrows  over  their  husbands'  shoulders,  who  shield 
them  with  leathern  targets. 
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The  water  of  Ushe^y  Lake  seemed  to  my  taste  a  little  brackish,  which  I 
rather  impute  to  some  mineral  waters  which  flow  into  it^  than  to  any  salt- 
ncss  it  can  tiike  from  the  sea,  which  we  may  reasonably  suppose  is  a  great 
way  from  it.  Many  pleasant  rivulets  fall  into  it,  and  it  is  stored  with  great 
plenty  of  excellent  fish.  I  judged  it  to  be  about  ten  leagues  broad,  for  were 
not  the  other  shore  very  high  it  could  not  be  discerned  from  Ushery,  How 
far  this  lake  tends  westwardly,  or  where  it  ends,  I  could  neither  learn  nor 
guess. 

[It  is  difficult  to  determine  what  lake  it  is  that  Lederer  calls  Ushery :  it 
was,  however,  in  the  midst  of  extensive  swampy  lands,  or,  as  he  terms  them, 
mai-sh.  We  have  such  lands  in  Bertie,  Martin,  Beaufort,  Washington,  Tyr- 
rel,  and  Hyde  counties,  and  particularly  in  the  three  last  named,  where 
such  lands,  reclaimed,  form  some  of  our  richest  plantations.  Was  he  some- 
where in  this  region  of  swamp  lands?  The  only  lakes,  however,  of  much 
importance  are  Lake  Phelps  and  Matamuskeet  Lake.  If  ho  were  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Roanoke,  he  could  not  have  reached  these  without  cross- 
ing the  river,  and  yet  his  itinerary  mentions  no  such  crossing.  Neither  are 
we  aided  by  the  name  he  gives  to  the  Indians  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
lake :  we  know  of  no  tribe  called  Oustack  Indians.  The  nearest  approach 
to  it  is  N'ewdok,  on  the  waters  of  Neuse,  and  not  on  any  lake.  If,  when  he 
left  the  island  Akenatzy  in  the  Roanoke,  he  crossed  to  the  western  bank  of 
the  river,  he  might  have  found  swampy  lands  in  Martin,  Beaufort,  and 
Washington  counties,  supposing  him  to  have  been  wandering  towards -flyc?e; 
but  how  then  would  he  have  passed  through  the  region  of  the  Ohanoaks^ 
which  was  certainly  in  Bertie  ?  Beside,  Matamuskeet,  if  that  be  the  lake 
referred  to,  was  not  called  Ushery  by  the  natives.  Its  Indian  name  was 
Pdqmpe,  If  we  suppose  Lake  Phelps  to  be  meant,  how  shall  we  recour 
cile  such  a  conjecture  with  the  size  he  gives  ?  Lake  Phelps,  we  think,  is 
not  thirty  fniles  broad.  We  believe  him  to  have  been  somewhere  in  the 
region  of  marshy  lands  we  have  named  ;  but  as  to  Lake  Ushery^  we  freely 
confess  we  cannot  fix  its  locality.  Col.  Byrd  says  that  the  Indians  living  on 
the  Santee  River  were  called  the  Usheries.] 

Here  I  made  a  day's  stay  to  inform  myself  further  in  these  countries ;  and 
understood  both  from  the  IJsheries  and  some  Sara  Indians  that  came  to 
trade  with  them,  that  two  days'  journey  and  a  half  from  hence  to  the  south- 
west, a  powerful  nation  of  bearded  men  were  seated,  which  I  suppose  to  be 
the  Spaniards,  because  the  Indians  never  have  any,  it  being  a  universal  cus- 
tom among  them  to  prevent  their  growth  by  plucking  the  young  hair  out 
by  the  roots. 
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[Lederer  made  his  journey  in  1669-70,  and  may  be  correct  in  supposing 
the  bearded  men  to  be  Spaniards ;  but  at  that  date  there  was  a  settlement 
of  Englishmen  that  would  answer  the  description  here  given.  The  settlers 
on  the  Cape  Fear  from  Barbadoes  commenced  their  colony  in  1664,  and 
these  may  have  been  the  bearded  men  referred  to.  He  is  in  error,  however, 
as  to  the  distance  of  the  bearded  men  from  the  Indians.  It  was  more  than 
a  journey  of  two  days  and  a  half.] 

Not  thinking  fit  to  proceed  further,  the  eight-and-twentieth  of  June  I 
faced  about  and  looked  homewards.  To  avoid  Wisojcky  marsh  I  shaped  my 
course  northeast;  and  after  three  days'  travel  over  hilly  ways,  where  I  met 
with  no  path  or  road,  I  fell  into  a  barren,  sandy  desert,  where  I  suffered 
miserably  for  want  of  water, — the  heat  of  summer  having  dmnk  all  the 
springs  dry,  and  left  no  sign  of  any,  but  the  gravelly  channels  in  which 
they  run  :  so  that  if  now  and  then  I  had  not  found  a  standing  pool,  which 
provident  nature  set  round  with  shady  oaks,  to  defend  it  from  the  ardor  of 
the  sun,  my  Indian  companion,  horse,  and  self  had  certainly  perished  with 
thirst.  In  this  distress  we  travelled  till  the  twelfth  of  July,  and  then  found 
the  head  of  a  river,  which  afterwards  proved  Eruco;  in  which  we  received, 
not  only  the  comfort  of  a  necessary  and  seasonable  refreshment,  but  likewise 
the  hopes  of  coming  into  a  country  again,  where  we  might  find  game  for 
food  at  least,  if  not  discover  some  new  nation  or  people.  Nor  did  our  hopes 
fail  us ;  for  after  we  had  crossed  the  river  twice,  we  were  led  by  it,  upon  the 
fourteenth  of  July,  to  the  town  of  ITatearas,  a  place  of  great  Indian  trade 
and  commerce,  and  chief  seat  of  the  haughty  emperor  of  the  TaskiroraSy 
called  Kaskusara,  vulgarly  called  Kaskous.  His  grim  majesty,  upon  my 
first  appearance,  demanded  my  gun  and  shot,  which  I  willingly  parted  with, 
to  ransom  myself  out  of  his  clutches ;  for  he  was  the  most  proud,  imperi- 
ous barbarian  that  I  met  with  in  all  my  marches.  The  people  here  at  this 
time  seemed  prepared  for  some  extraordinary  solemnity ;  for  the  men  and 
the  women  of  better  sort  had  decked  themselves  very  fine  with  pieces  of 
bright  copper  in  their  hair  and  ears  and  about  their  arms  and  necks,  which 
upon  festival  occasions  they  use  as  an  extraordinary  bravery  :  by  which  it 
would  seem  this  country  is  not  without  rich  mines  of  copper.  But  I  durst 
not  stay  to  inform  myself  in  it,  being  jealous  of  some  sudden  mischief  to- 
wards me  from  Kaskous^  his  nature  being  bloody,  and  provoked  upon  any 
slight  occasion. 

Therefore,  leaving  KatearaSy  I  travelled  through  the  woods  until  the  six- 
teenth, upon  which  I  came  to  Kavntziokan^  an  Indian  town  upon  a  branch 
of  Rorenoke  River,  which  here  I  passed  over,  continuing  my  journey  to 
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Jferu'hcerink  ;  and  on  the  seventeenth  departing  from  thence,  I  lay  all  night 
in  the  woods,  and  the  next  morning  betimes  going  by  Natoway^  I  reached 
that  evening  Apamatuck^  in  Virginia,  where  I  was  not  a  little  overjoyed  to 
see  Christian  faces  again. 

[From  Lederer's  account,  the  conjecture  that  seems  most  probable  is, 
that  taking  a  course  southwest  and  by  south  from  the  falls  of  James  River, 
he  came  upon  the  Roanoke  in  Noilh  Carolina,  and  crossed  it  at  the  island 
which  he  calls  Akenatzy^  if  he  crossed  it  at  all.  This  island  is  between 
Halifax  and  Northampton,  I  apprehend.  His  wandering  then  took  him  into 
some  of  those  counties  where  our  swamp  lands  are  most  abundant,  and  he 
certainly  was  in  Bertie,  from  which,  pursuing  a  northeast  course,  he  returned 
to  Virginia,  and  crossing  the  Nottoway,  proceeded  to  the  Appomatox,  which 
he  followed  to  its  junction  with  the  James.  The  distances  he  gives,  add- 
ed together,  after  his  entrance  into  North  Carolina,  would  make  his  wan- 
derings in  our  State  some  two  hundred  miles ;  and  as  he  was  among  the 
Olmnoaks  and  Tuscaroras,  he  was  certainly  in  Bertie.  He,  however,  was 
not  the  first  European  who  had  seen  that  land.  Eighty-five  years  before, 
the  hardy  adventurers  under  Lane  had  placed  their  feet  upon  it,  though 
their  inland  explorations  were  much  less  extensive  than  those  of  Lederer. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  add,  that  from  the  localities  he  names,  as  they  ap- 
pear on  Ogilby's  map  (1671),  which  we  subjoin  to  this  account,  his  wander- 
ings would  appear  to  have  been  much  more  extensive  than  we  have  made 
them.  Watery^  Sara,  Wisackl,  and  Ushery  would  all  appear  to  have  been 
in  South  Carolina,  the  last  directly  west  of  Charleston.  If  he  made  this 
journey,  then  entering  the  State  somewhere  in  Warren  county,  he  must 
have  crossed  it  in  a  southwestern  line,  and  passing  through  Robeson  county 
into  South  Carolina,  must  have  traversed  that  State  also  in  its  entire  width. 
We  cannot  believe  this.  The  time  occupied  would  not  have  been  sufficient 
for  it.  Lederer's  itinerary  presents  difficulties  which  we  confess  we  cannot 
satisfactorily  solve. 

On  the  map  of  Lederer,  as  well  as  on  that  of  Ogilby,  both  of  which  we 
subjoin,  the  reader  will  perceive  a  river  named  Torpceo.  This  is  en'oneously 
made  to  empty  into  the  Roanoke.  A  comparison  of  its  position  with  other 
localities  shows  it  to  have  been  what  is  commonly,  though  improperly, 
called  the  Tar  River.  Its  name  is  not  Tar,  though  Col.  Byrd  called  it  by 
that  name  more  than  one  hundred  years  ago.  Others  have  supposed  its 
original  Indian  name  to  be  Taw  or  Tau,  which  Williamson,  with  his  cus- 
tomary dogmatism,  ignorantly  states  meant  "  Health."  It  never  had  such 
a  meaning  in  any  dialect  of  the  Algonquin  or  Iroquois  that  we  have  met 
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with — and  these  were  the  two  mother  languages  of  the  Indians  of  the  east- 
ern side  of  North  Carolina — nor  was  there  any  such  Indian  word,  as  far  as 
we  can  discover ;  though  such  a  syllable^  formed  from  an  Indian  word,  is 
found  in  the  composition  of  Indian  words,  according  to  the  knovn  polythin- 
seticism  of  our  Indian  tongues.  But  the  river  was,  notwithstanding,  called 
Taw^  for  we  find  (as  I  am  informed  by  a  friend^)  that  name  applied  in  a 
patent  of  1729.  Wheeler,  Simms,  Emmons,  and  Cook,  all  modern  author- 
ities, repudiating  "Tar,"  call  it  "  TauP  Mr.  Clark  thinks  that,  from  anal- 
ogy, it  should  be  written  Taw,  and  cites  the  names  Hat^,  Catow^ba,  Chicka- 
sa?^,  Chocto«<7,  where  the  syllable  terminates  with  w.  But  the  fact  is,  that 
in  the  orthography  of  Indian  names  and  words,  it  is  important  to  know  to 
what  country  the  individual  belonged  who  first  wrote  them  down  for  the 
eye  of  civilized  man  ;  otherwise  the  pronunciation  m»y  be  mistaken.  For 
ourselves,  while  we  are  quite  sure  the  river's  true  name  never  was  Tar,  we 
doubt  whether  Taw  is  the  original  word.  Words  of  one  syllable  are  exceed- 
ingly rare  in  the  Indian  languages,  and  especially  in  the  names  of  places. 
They  are  almost  invariably  compounds.  Its  Indian  name  was  Torpceo,  and 
we  think  it  should  be  so  called  now.  Taw  is  but  a  corruption  of  the  first 
syllable  Tor,  We  have  tried  in  vain  to  discover  the  meaning  of  the  com- 
pound Tor-pa30.] 

» H.  T.  Clwrk,  Esq.,  of  Edgecombe. 
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No.  vin. 

Extract  from  the  Minute-Book  of  the  Lords  Proprietors. 

[Fi-OM  a  copy  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  qf  State.']  • 
April  28th,  1709. 

Craven  Housk Present,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  for  him- 
self and  palatine ;  the  Honorable  Maurice  Ashley,  Esq. ;  Sir  John  Colleton, 
Bart. ;  John  Danson,  Esq.  Mr.  MichelFs  Proposals  in  the  name  of  some 
of  the  Swiss  Cantons  of  Berne  were  read,  and  it  was  then  agreed  that  ten 
thousand  acres  of  land,  on  or  betwixt  Ncuse  or  Cape  Feare,  or  their  branches, 
in  North  Carolina,  should  be  set  out  for  the  proposers  and  their  heirs,  they 
paying  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  ten  pounds  purchase  money  for  every  thou- 
sand acres,  and  five  shillings  yearly,  as  a  quit-rent  for  each  thousand  acres, 
to  the  Lords  Proprietors  and  their  heirs  forever. 

Agreed  further,  that  one  hundred  thousand  acres  be  reserved  to  the  pro- 
posers for  twelve  years,  during  which  tenn  no  other  person  shall  purchase 
any  of  the  same ;  which  said  one  hundred  thousand  acres  are  to  be  set  out 
by  the  Surveyor-General,  and  may  be  purchased  by  any  of  the  proposei-s,  at 
the  rate  above  mentioned,  during  the  term  of  seven  years,  but  after  that 
time  is  expired  they  are  to  pay  according  to  the  custom  of  that  part  of  the 
province ;  and  lastly,  that  one  of  their  number  be  made  a  Landgrave,  he 
paying  for  five  thousand  acres  the  usual  purchase  money  for  each  thousand 
acres,  the  customary  quit-rent  for  every  hundred  acres,  to  the  Lords  Proprie- 
tors for  the  same. 

Mr.  Lawson, — I  have  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  Minutes,  which  are  truly 

transcribed  from  the  Lords  Proprietors'  Minute-Book.     I  wish  you  a  good 

voyage,  and  all  health  and  happiness,  and  am 

Your  friend  and  servant^ 
February  18th,  1709.  R.  Shelton. 


No.  IX. 

Contract  of  De  Grafj enreid  for  transporting  German  Palatines. 

[From  the  copy  in  the  office  qfthe  Secretary  qf  State.] 

The  Articles  of  Agreement  between  the  Commissioners  and  trustees,  under  the 
Queen's  bounty,  for  the  subsistence  and  settlement  of  the  German  Palatines ;  and 
Christopher  De  Graffenreid  and  Lewis  Michel!,  for  the  transportation  and  settle- 
ment of  six  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  poor  Palatines  to  North  Carolina,  Anno  1709. 
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Articles  of  agreement,  indented,  had,  made,  concluded,  and  agreed  upon, 
this. tenth  day  of  October,  Anno  Dom.  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
nine,  and  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  Anne,  by 
the  grace  of  God  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of 
the  Faith,  etc.,  between  Christopher  De  Graffenreid  (of  London),  Esq.,  and 
Lewis  Michell  (of  the  same),  Esq.,  of  the  one  part,  and  Sir  John  Phillips, 
Bart.,  Sir  Alexander  Cairnor,  Bart.,  Sir  Theodore  Taulson,  Knight,  Whito 
Kennet,  D.  D.  and  Dean  of  Peterborough,  John  Chamberlay ne,  Esq.,  Freder- 
ick Hare,  doctor  of  physic,  and  Mr.  Micajah  Perry,  merchant,  seven  of  the 
commissioners  and  trustees  nominated  and  appointed  by  her  majesty's  late 
gracious  lettei:s  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  collect- 
ing, receiving,  and  disposing  of  the  money  to  be  collected  for  the  subsistence 
and  settlement  of  the  poor  palatines  lately  arrived  in  Great  Britain,  on  the 
other  part. 

WTiereas  the  above-named  Christopher  De  Graffenreid  and  Lewis  Michell 
have  purchased  to  themselves  and  their  heirs  in  fee,  and  are  entitled  unto  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  that  part  of  her  majesty's  dominion  in  America  called 
North  Carolina,  which  now  lies  waste  and  uncultivated  for  want  of  inhabit- 
ants, and  they,  the  said  Christopher  De  Graffenreid  and  Lewis  Michell,  have 
applied  themselves  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  letters  patent 
above  mentioned  for  the  subsistence  and  settlement  of  the  said  poor,  dis- 
tressed palatines,  that  some  number  of  the  said  poor  palatines  may  be  dis- 
posed of  and  settled  in  the  said  tract  of  land  in  North  Carolina  aforesaid, 
as  well  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Christopher  De  Graffenreid  and  Lewis 
Michell  as  for  the  relief  and  support  of  the  said  poor  palatines;  and 
whereas  the  said  commissioners  have  thought  fit  to  dispose  of,  for  this  pur- 
pose, six  hundred  persons  of  the  said  palatines,  which  may  be  ninety-two 
families,  more  or  less,  and  have  laid  out  and  disposed  of  to  each  of  the  said 
six  hundred  poor  palatines  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  in  clothes,  and  have 
likewise  paid,  and  secured  to  be  paid,  to  the  said  Christopher  De  Graffenreid 
and  Lewis  Michell  the  sum  of  five  pounds  ten  shillings  of  lawful  money  of 
Great  Britain  for  each  of  the  said  six  hundred  persons,  in  consideration  of 
and  for  their  transportation  to  North  Carolina  aforesaid,  and  for  their  com- 
fortable support  there ;  it  is  covenanted,  concluded,  and  agreed  by  and  be- 
tween the  said  parties  to  these  presents  in  manner  following : 

Imprimis^  that  the  said  Christopher  De  Graffenreid  and  Lewis  Michell, 
for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  at  their  own  proper  costs  and  charges,  shall, 
within  two  days  next  after  the  date  hereof,  embark,  or  cause  to  be  embarked^ 
on  shipboard  in  two  several  ships,  six  hundred  of  such  of  the  said  poor 
palatines  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  said  commissioners,  and  together  may 


56  HISTORY   OF  NORTH    CAROLINA. 

make  up  ninety-two  families,  more  or  less,  and  cause  the  same  persons  to  be 
directly  transported  to  North  Carolina  aforesaid — providing  them  with  food 
and  other  necessaries  during  their  voyage  thither. 

Item^  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  said  six  hundred  poor  palatines  in 
North  Carolina  aforesaid,  the  said  Christopher  Be  Graffenrcid  and  Lewis 
Michcll  shall,  within  three  months  next  after  their  said  arrival  there,  survey 
and  set  out,  or  cause  to  be  surveyed  and  sot  out,  by  metes  and  bounds,  so 
much  of  the  said  tract  of  land  above  mentioned  as  shall  'amount  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  for  each  family  of  the  said  six  hundred  poor  pala- 
tines, be  they  ninety-two  families,  more  or  less;  and  that  the  said  several 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  for  each  family  be  as  contiguous  as  may  be  for 
the  more  mutual  love  and  assistance  of  the  said  poor  palatines  one  to 
another,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  exercise  of  religion  as  to  the  manage- 
ment of  their  temporal  aflfairs ;  and  for  the  avoiding  disputes  and  conten- 
tions among  the  said  palatines  in  the  division  of  the  said  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  It  is  agreed  that  the  said  land,  when  so  set  out  by  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  to  a  family,  be  divided  to  each  family  by  lot. 

Item^  that  the  said  Christopher  De  Graffenrcid  and  Lewis  Michell,  their 
heirs  and  executore  or  administrators,  within  three  months  next  after  the 
arrival  of  the  said  poor  palatines  in  North  Carolina  aforesaid,  shall  give  and 
dispose  of  unto  the  said  poor  palatines,  unto  each  family,  by  lot,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  the  tract  of  the  land  above  mentioned;  and  by  good 
assurances  in  law,  grant  and  convey  the  same  several  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  to  the  first  and  chief  person  or  persons  of  each  family,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever,  to  be  held  the  first  five  years  thereafter  without  any 
acknowledgment  for  the  same,  and  rendering  and  paying  unto  the  said 
Chnstopher  De  Graffenrcid  and  Lewis  Michell,  their  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  for  every  acre  the  sum  of  two  pence  of  lawful  money  of  that 
country  yearly  and  eveiy  year  after  the  said  term  of  five  years. 

Item^  that  for  and  during  one  whole  year  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  poor 
palatines  in  North  Carolina  aforesaid,  the  said  Christopher  De  Graffenrcid 
and  Lewis  Michell  shall  provide,  or  cause  to  be  provided  for  and  delivered 
to  the  said  poor  palatines,  suflScient  quantities  of  grain  and  other  provisions 
and  necessaries  for  their  comfortable  support  and  relief;  but  it  is  agreed 
tliat  they,  the  said  poor  palatines  respectively,  shall  pay  and  satisfy  the  said 
Christopher  De  Graffenrcid  and  Lewis  Michell,  their  executors,  administra- 
tors, and  assigns,  in  value  what  they  shall  respectively  receive,  on  this  ac- 
count, at  the  end  of  three  years  then  next  after. 

Itern^  that  the  said  Christopher  De  Graffenrcid  and  Lewis  Michell,  at  their 
own  proper  costs  and  charges,  within  four  months  after  their  arrival  there, 
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shall  provide  for,  give,  and  deliver,  or  cause  to  be-  provided  for,  given,  and 
delivered,  to  each  family,  for  their  proper  use  and  improvement,  two  cows 
and  two  calves,  two  sows  with  their  several  last  litter  or  number  of  pigs, 
two  ewe  sheep  and  two  lambs,  with  a  male  of  each  of  the  said  kind  of  cattle, 
to  propagate  and  increase ;  but  it  is  agreed,  that  at  the  expiration  of  seven 
years  after  the  delivery  thereof  as  aforesaid,  and  not  before,  said  several 
iamilies  shall  return  unto  the  said  Christopher  De  Graffcnreid  and  Lewis 
Michell,  their  executors  or  administrators,  the  value  of  the  said  cattle  so 
delivered,  with  the  moiety  of  the  increase  thereof  remaining  in  their  hands 
from  the  original  stock,  to  be  given  to  him  as  aforesaid,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  said  seven  years. 

Item^  that  immediately  after  the  division  of  the  said  parts  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land  to  each  family  of  palatines  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
Christopher  De  Graffcnreid  and  Lewis  Michell  shall  give  and  dispose  of, 
gratis,  to  each  family  of  the  said  palatines,  a  sufficient  number  of  plantation 
tools  and  utensils  for  felling  of  wood  and  clearing  of  ground,  and  for  building 
of  houses  for  their  own  proper  use  and  behoof. 

And  lastly^  it  is  concluded,  covenanted,  and  agreed,  by  and  between  all 
the  parties  to  these  presents,  that  these  articles  and  agreements  shall  be 
accepted  and  construed  in  the  most  favorable  sense  for  the  ease,  comfort^ 
and  advantage  of  the  said  poor  palatines ;  that  the  divisions  and  convey- 
ances of  their  land  as  aforesaid  shall  be  registered  among  the  public  records 
of  the  province  or  country  of  North  Carolina ;  that  the  said  poor  palatines, 
doing  and  performing  what  is  intended  by  these  presents  to  be  done  on 
their  parts,  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  benefits  and  advantages  intended  hereby 
without  any  further  or  other  demand  of  and  from  the  said  Christopher  De 
Graffcnreid  and  Lewis  Michell,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  or 
any  of  them ;  and  that  in  cases  of  difficulty  relating  to  the  premises,  it  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Governor  of  the  said  country  or  province  of  North  Caro- 
lina for  the  time  being,  whose  order  and  direction,  not  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  these  presents,  shall  be  binding  and  conclusive,  as  well  to  the 
said  Christopher  De  Graffcnreid  and  Lewis  Michell,  their  heii-s,  executors, 
and  administrators,  as  to  the  said  poor  palatines.  In  witness  whereof,  the 
said  parties  to  these  presents  have  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and  seals 
the  day  and  year  above  written. 

Sealed  and  delivered  by  the  within-named  John  Phillips,  Alexander 
Caimor,  White  Kennet,  John  Chamberlayne,  Frederick  Hare,  and  Micajah 
Perry  (having  two  sixpenny  stamps),  in  the  presence  of  us, 

Wm.  Taylor, 
James  Dundee. 
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We,  the  within  namc^  Christopher  De  Graffenreid  and  Lewis  Michel!,  for 
ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  do  hereby  covenant  and 
agree,  to  and  with  the  commissioners  and  trustees  within  written,  for  and 
upon  the  like  consideration  within  mentioned,  to  take  and  receive  fifty  other 
persons  in  families  of  the  poor  palatines,  to  be  disposed  of  in  like  manner  as 
the  six  hundred  poor  palatines  within  specified,  and  to  have  and  receive  the 
like  grants  and  privileges,  benefits  and  advantages  as  the  said  six  hundred 
palatines  have,  may  or  ought  to  have,  in  every  article  and  clause  within 
written,  as  if  the  said  fifty  palatines  had  been  comprised  therein,  or  the  said 
articles,  clauses,  and  agroement^  had  been  here  again  plainly  repeated  au<l 
recited  as  to  them. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals,  the  2l8t  day  of  October,  Anno  Dom.  1 709. 

Christopher  De  Graffenreid, 
Lewis  Michell. 
Sealed  and  delivered  this  agreement  in 

the  presence  of  Wm.  Taylor,  * 

James  Dundee. 


1710. 

No.  X. 

Documents  concerning  the   Boundary  Line   between  North  Caro- 
lina AND  Virginia. 

[From  copies  of  Spotbwood's  Ldlcrs  in  the  potsession  qf  the  author.] 
Gov.  SpoUwood  to  Gov.  Hyde. 
Sir  : —  WiLLiAMSBORo',  Virginia,  December  15,  1710. 

The  commissionei-s  appointed  on  her  majesty's  behalf  for  settling  the 
boundaries  between  this  colony  and  Carolina,  have  reported  to  me  that 
notwithstanding  the  public  engagements  of  the  late  president  and  council 
of  Carolina,  that  no  lands  should  be  taken  up  within  the  controverted  bounds 
till  they  were  finally  settled  and  adjusted ;  nevertheless  great  tracts  of  land 
have  been  surveyed  and  taken  up  in  those  parts  by  the  inhabitants  of  Car- 
olina, and  laid  out  by  the  surveyors  of  that  Province,  and  that  the  present 
surveyor-general  of  Carolina  and  his  deputies  still  continue  the  same  en- 
croachment on  her  majesty's  property,  although  neither  of  them  can  be 
ignorant  how  far  it  is  claimed  on  her  majesty's  behalf,  after  having  been 
privy  to  the  proofs  and  examinations  taken  by  the  commissioners  for  set- 
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tling  the  boundaries  :  Wherefore,  that  I  may  remove  the  unreasonable  pre- 
tences of  such  people  who  may  fancy  themselves  to  have  acquired  a  right 
to  those  lands  by  their  unwarrantable  encroachments,  I  think  it  necessary 
to  acquaint  you  that  I  do  in  her  majesty's  name  assert  her  right  to  all  the 
lands  lying  to  the  northward  of  the  mouth  of  Weyanoake  Creek,  now  called 
Wayescon,  and  to  the  northward  of  the  line  which,  according  to  the  char- 
ter of  the  proprietors  of  Carolina,  ought  to  be  run  in  a  due  west  couree 
from  thence  to  the  south  seas.  And  I  do  further  protest  against  the  sign- 
ing of  patents  for  any  land  lying  to  the  northward  of  that  line  and  boundary. 
And  forasmuch  as  I  have  lately  issued  a  proclamation  continuing  the  former 
prohibition  of  making  entries  within  the  disputed  bounds  by  the  surveyors 
or  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  it  will  not,  I  hope,  be  thought  unreasonable 
that  I  expect  the  like  prohibition  to  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  government 
of  Carolina,  until  the  determination  of  the  present  disputes  concerning  the 
bounds,  which  I  shall  on  my  part  endeavor  to  hasten  as  much  as  possible. 
[Directed  to  the  Honorable  Edward  Hyde,  Esq.,  Governor  of  North  Car- 
olina in  Council.] 

Oov.  Spotawood  to  Gov,  Hyde. 

[■XTRACT.] 

December  24th. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  our  tributary  Indians  disturb  or  injure  any  of  her 
majesty's  subjects,  and  I  shall  take  care  to  prevent,  as  much  as  I  can,  any 
ground  of  complaint  as  to  the  Meherrins ;  but  if  those  injuries  are  done  to 
persons  within  the  controverted  bounds,  I  think  they  have  as  little  reason 
to  complain  as  they  have  right  to  be  there.  I  am  sure  none  of  them  have 
had  any  liberty  from  this  government  to  take  up  land  in  those  parts ;  and  I 
hope  the  government  of  Carolina  have  had  the  same  regard  to  their  own 
public  engagements  not  to  suffer  any  encroachments  to  be  made  by  the  in- 
habitants of  that  province,  which  we  have  had  the  more  reason  to  expect 
from  them,  out  of  respect  to  her  majesty,  in  whose  behalf  that  land  has  all 
along  been  claimed. 


Gov.  SpoUwood  to  Gov.  Hyde. 

[extract.] 

Sir  : — Since  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  received  by  Captain  Jones 
yours  of  the  29th  of  January,  which  I  had  an  opportunity  the  next  day  after 
the  receipt  to  communicate  to  the  council,  and  cannot  forbear  letting  you 
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know  with  how  much  satisfaction  they  received  the  assurance  of  your  read- 
iness to  stop  further  entries  within  the  controverted  bounds,  and  to  find  in 
the  government  of  North  Caroh'na  a  gentleman  whose  word  can  be  de- 
pended on,  after  the  public  engagements  of  those  formerly  in  the  adminis- 
tration that  bave  proved  of  no  effect,  and  have  been  so  little  regarded  that 
the  surveyor-general,  who  was  then  one  of  the  council,  and  obh'ged  himself 
under  his  hand,  to  suffer  no  further  encroachments  on  the  lands  in  dispute, 
has  been  the  principal  occasion  of  those  that  have  been  committed  since. 

It  has  been  the  chief  care  of  those  in  the  administration  of  affairs  here, 
after  they  understood  the  pretensions  of  the  lords  proprietors,  to  hinder  the 
seating  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  on  the  land  in  controversy, 
to  which  purpose  orders  have  been  issued  from  time  to  time  to  restrain 
them  ;  and  to  discourage  them  the  more,  it  was  thought  necessaiy  to  give 
further  notice  that  none,  who  did  unwarrantably  seat  themselves  upon  that 
land,  should  be  admitted  to  claim  any  right  if  it  should  be  determined  to 
belong  to  her  majesty ;  and  for  that  reason  I  cannot  agree  to  what  you  are 
pleased  to  intimate  in  your  letter,  of  reserving  to  the  present  possessors  and 
claimers  the  i-ights  they  suppose  themselves  to  have  by  virtue  of  entries  or 
surveys,  because  no  such  entries  or  surveys  ought  to  have  been  made  be- 
fore the  bounds  had  been  ascertained,  there  being  no  reason  why  that  land 
should  be  taken  to  belong  to  the  proprietors  until  the  disputes  are  deter- 
mined, since  the  presumption  of  right  till  then  is  much  stronger  for  the 
queen,  and  there  is  as  little  reason  that  the  inhabitants  of  Carolina  should 
be  on  a  better  foot  than  those  of  Virginia.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  this 
matter  brought  to  an  issue  as  soon  as  may  be  by  the  intervention  of  the 
commissioners  that  are  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  but  if  you  will  consider 
how  long  it  has  been  in  agitation,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not  think  there 
has  been  any  precipitation  used  in  negotiating  that,  in  the  space  of  ten 
months,  for  it  is  no  less  since  it  was  first  set  on  foot,  which  might  have  been 
done  in  less  than  one ;  and,  if  your  commissioners  be  left  to  their  own  in- 
clinations, I  am  apt  to  believe,  according  to  what  they  have  acted  hitherto, 
they  will  find  excuses  to  delay  it  as  many  years  as  they  have  already  done 
months.  For  my  part,  as  I  must  plainly  declare  that  to  proceed  with  such 
dilatoriness  is  not  paying  a  just  deference  to  her  majesty's  commands,  so, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  for  the  interest  either  of  the  queen  or  the 
proprietors,  since  whosoever  has  the  right  must  in  the  mean  time  lose  the 
benefit  of  the  quit-rents;  and  that  loss,  together  with  the  distractions  among 
the  people,  throngh  the  uncertainty  of  their  titles,  will  be  but  slenderly 
compensated  by  the  private  gain  of  your  commissioners  in  the  immediate 
survey,  though  that  seems  to  have  been  their  chief  aim  in  all  their  affected 
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delays  they  have  used  in  this  affair.  You  have  yourself  been  witness  how 
much  I  have  pressed  them  to  proceed,  and  how  little  effect  I  have  had  of 
their  promises.  I  have  now  lately  had  letters  from  England  pressing  a 
speedy  conclusion  of  this  matter,  wherefore  I  am  fully  resolved  that  if  I 
don't  speedily  hear  that  your  commissioners  intend  to  proceed  in  good 
earnest,  I  shall  order  our  commissioners  to  go  on  without  them,  and  to  pre- 
pare the  best  state  of  the  case  they  can,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  her  ma- 
jesty. 

Gov.  Spotswood  to  the  Council  of  Trade, 

[extract.] 

To  THE  Council  of  Trade  : —  Vieginia,  March  Qth,  1710. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  instances  I  have  made  to  the  government  of 
Carolina  for  obtaining  a  speedy  determination  of  the  boundaries,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  bring  their  commissioners  to  any  resolution,  and  it  plainly  ap- 
pears to  me  that  their  chief  design  is  only  to  delay  it.  I  send  your  lord- 
ships the  copies  of  the  letters  that  have  passed  between  the  governor  of 
that  country  and  me  on  this  occasion,  and  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve he  is,  for  his  own  part,  very  well  inclined  to  bnng  this  affair  to  a 
speedy  conclusion  ;  but  he  is  upon  so  precarious  a  footing  there,  and  his  au- 
thority so  little,  that  he  is  forced  to  submit  his  own  judgment  to  others 
whose  interests  are  like  to  suffer  by  an  equitable  determination  of  this  con- 
troversy. 


1733. 

No.  XI. 

OFFICIAL  LIST  OF  FREEHOLDERS  IN  1723. 

[The  list  which  follows  contains  the  names  of  all  the  freeholders  living 
in  all  the  precincts  in  the  year  1723.  It  is  copied  from  the  manuscript 
copy,  of  the  laws  of  that  year,  furnished  by  Mr.  Rodman,  to  which  allusion 
is  made  in  the  preface.  It  is  official,  and  therefore  authentic.  Many  of  the 
femily  names  here  recorded  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  State ;  and  it  was 
thought  it  might  be  of  interest,  to  their  descendants  especially,  to  know  the 
spot  in  which  some  of  our  oldest  families  were  first  planted,  and  to  trace,  in 
some  degree,  the  direction  of  their  migration,  thus  ascertaining,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  path  as  well  as  the  pioneers  in  the  work  of  settlement.  There- 
fore, to  the  names,  in  some  instances,  the  writer,  according  to  the  extent  of 
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his  personal  knowledge,  or  on  information,  has  appended  the  names  of  exist- 
ing counties  in  which  branches  of  the  families  that  bore  them  have  lived, 
or  are  still  living.! 


List  of  Jurtxkn  (Freeholdsbs)  in  Chowan  Precinct.    1728. 


William  Benbury. 
Williaim  Bonner  (Beai^fort). 
William  Charlton,  jr. 
John  Charlton. 
Orlando  Champion. 
Patrick  Egerton. 
John  Faulconer. 
William  Houghton. 
Thomas  Houghton. 
John  Harlow. 
William  Howcott 
Henry  Jones. 
Charles  Jonos. 
Thomas  Luton,  jr.  (Lenoir). 
Thomas  Jones. 
John  Jones,  jr.  (Craven), 
Jos9ph  Ming. 
Thomas  Matthews. 
William  Sadler. 
Edward  Standing. 
William  Steward. 
Timothy  Trnelovo. 
William  Thomson. 
Jeremiah  Vail  (Craven). 
James  Ward  ( Onslow), 
Francis  Branch  (Halifax). 
William  Cockrill. 
Alexander  Cammeril. 
William  Coward  (Beaufoii). 
James  Farlow. 
William  Haulsey. 
Constant  Luton  (Lenoir), 
John  Lewis. 
Edmund  Patchet. 
SatTmel  Patchet. 
John  Robinson, 
(^aleb  Stevens. 
Luke  White. 
Richard  Wilson. 
Samuel  Woodward. 
William  Yates. 
John  Champion. 
William  Copeland. 
John  Welch. 
Walter  Baughan. 


John  Evans  (Pitt). 

James  Field. 

William  Freeman. 

Moses  Fox  worth. 

Moses  Hill. 

John  Goodwin. 

Thomas  Garret,  jr. 

John  Jordan,  sen.  (Tt/rrel). 

Charles  Jordan. 

John  Jordan,  jr. 

Ralph  Outlaw  (BeHie), 

Thomas  Rountree. 

John  Rice  (New  Hanover). 

Francis  Rountree. 

George  Turnedge. 

Edward  Weston. 

Michael  Ward  (Carteret), 

John  Ward,  sen. 

Media  White. 

John  White,  jr.  (Craven), 

George  White,  sen. 

Aaron  Blanchard. 

Moses  Baker. 

Robert  Blanchard. 

Richard  Chappel. 

Charles  Chappel. 

James  Hinton  (  Wake), 

John  Hinton. 

Patrick  Lawlee,  jr. 

Benjamin  Spivey. 

Abraham  Spivey. 

Jacob  Spivey. 

William  Weston. 

William  Trevalhan. 

William  Bently. 

John  Collins. 

George  Giviliams. 

Jonas  Ritterill. 

Jacob  Odam. 

John  Pipkin. 

John  Wallis. 

Samuel  Spruill  (Halifax). 

Godfry  Spruill. 

James  Long  (Halifax). 

Thomas  Hawkins  (  Warren). 


James  Hawkins. 

James  Smith. 

John  Swain. 

John  Brown. 

Jos.Turner,E3q.(  Washington), 

Thomas  Long. 

Henry  Norman. 

John  Davenport. 

MaUhew  Carswell. 

William  Swinson. 

William  Downing. 

James  Jones  (Pasquotank), 

Corn.  Harnett  (New  Hanover). 

Richard  Caneday. 

John  Walker. 

Thomas  Stubs. 

Nathan  Everett  ( Wayne). 

Daniel  Garret. 

John  Adderly. 

William  Garret. 

William  Rhodes. 

Matthew  Adams. 

Cornelius  Calehan. 

John  Edwards. 

Jasper  Hardeson. 

Henry  Middleton. 

Benjamin  Blount  (Beaufort). 

William  Steeley. 

Jacob  Blount  (Pitt). 

Benjamin  Alexander  (C7raw»). 

Josiah  Alexander. 

Joseph  Alexander. 

John  Jennet,  sen. 

John  Jennet,  jr. 

Cuthbert  Phelps  (Craven). 

John  Swain. 

Richard  Bortenskill. 

Robert  Fewox. 

John  Vallway. 

William  Frayley. 

Lewis  Johnson. 

Thomas  Winn. 

Jonathan  Bateman. 

Richard  Burtenshell. 

William  Ludford,  Esq. 
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Thomas  Bartlett  {Crav€n). 
William  BeaAeld. 


William  Lndford,  jr.  Anthony  Alexander  {Graven), 

Matthew  Midgett  {OarUret).    Edward  Linenton. 
William  Wilson. 


Lbt  or  J  (JBTMBN  (Frkeholdebs)  in  Perquimans  Preoinot.    1728. 


John  Norcomb  (C/iOUfan). 
Jeremiah  Pratt. 
James  Chestcn. 
John  Wright. 
Samael  Wright. 
John  Stepney,  jr. 
Daniel  Hall  {CarUrU). 
Capt.  John  Pctiver. 
William  Betterton. 
Abraliam  Warren. 
James  Smith. 
Robert  Upore. 
Kalph  Boozman. 
William  Bastable. 
Thomas  Easton. 
Thomas  Speight  (Greens), 
Thomas  Lilly. 
James  Ming. 


Thomas  Norcomb. 

John  Bnrkett,  sen. 

Richard  Sutton. 

William  Long. 

Jos.  Callaway. 

Richard  Leary. 

Thomas  Blichinton. 

James  Thickpen  {Edgecombe). 

Thomas  Elliott. 

Paul  Palmer. 

James  Anderson. 

Richard  Skinner,  jr. (CJAoM>a/i). 

James  Morgan. 

Samuel  Parsons. 

Thomas  Snowden. 

William  Stephenson(C/*aPtf/i). 

Abram  Jennet. 

Anthony  Hatch  {Craven). 


George  Durant. 
Thomas  Bartlet 
Joseph  Jessop. 
Luke  HoUoway. 
John  Hudson. 
James  Parissow, 
William  Bartlet. 
Thomas  HoUoway. 
Robert  Hosey. 
George  Jordan. 
Joseph  Sutton,  sen. 
Thoma*?  Penrice. 
Thomas  Strumball. 
Samael  Swann. 
Dennis  Collins. 
Samuel  Phelps. 
Jonas  Evans. 
Charles  Denman. 
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Robert  Lowry,  sen.,  Esq. 

Robert  Lowry,  jr.,  Esq. 

David  Baily,  Esq. 

Daniel  Jackson. 

Solomon  Pool. 

Richard  Pool. 

William  Simpson. 

William  Turner (FTMAtw^few). 

John  Davis. 

Henry  Pray  per. 

Stephen  Hall  {Beavfort). 

George  Low. 

Samuel  Jackson. 

Daniel  Jackson,  jr. 

Nathan  Hall. 

Thomas  Commander. 

John  Forree. 

Joseph  OWs QT  (Craven). 

Richard  Fagan. 

Richard  Gray. 

John  Arnar. 

Robert  Keel. 

Levi  Markim. 

Robert  Arnar. 

Valentine  Wallis  (OarUret). 

William  Smith. 


William  Lewis. 
John  Brothers. 
Roland  Buckley. 
Henry  Nichols. 
William  Cartwright. 
Thomas  Smithson. 
Josiah  Redding. 
Daniel  Rhodes. 
Edward  Wharton. 
William  Ralph,  jr. 
Joseph  Cartwright. 
James  Caroon. 
George  Caroon. 
Jeremiah  Merden. 
Charles  West  (Craven) 
John  Clark  (Craven). 
Evan  Jones  (Craven), 
James  Greves. 
Robert  Wallis. 
William  Norris. 
Henry  Buckbert. 
John  Harris  ( Craven). 
Thomas  Harris. 
Arthur  Mapsum. 
John  Davis,  sen. 
Thomas  Davis  (Craven). 


John  Pendleton  (Craven), 
John  Davis,  jr. 
James  Bell  ( Carteret). 
Edward  Scott  (Craven), 
Daniel  Billet. 
William  Calley. 
Joseph  Stockway. 
Lewis  Alexander  Knight 

(Beaufort). 
Thomas  Palen. 
Robert  Palmer. 
William  Brothers. 
Thomas  Woodley. 
William  Stephens. 
Baily  Forbus. 
Thomas  Forbns. 
Robert  Tucker. 
Thomas  Gregory,  sen. 
Thomas  Gregory,  jr. 
Richard  Gregory. 
Joseph  Cooper. 
John  Relph. 
John  Norton. 
John  Baily. 

George  Griffin  (Craven), 
William  Seaborn 
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Griffitli  Jones. 
Henry  Creek. 
Darby  Sillivant. 
Satnuel  Barnard. 
Thomas  Haymond. 
George  Kemp. 
Robert  Forksee. 
William  Right. 
Josiah  Guilford. 
John  Forkaee. 
Joseph  Harrison  (Jones). 
Robert  Harrison. 
Walter  Cornew. 
George  Bell  {Carteret). 
Dennis  Croney. 
Henry  Hamraon. 
Edward  Farecloth. 
John  Cart w right. 
Austin  Scarbrough. 
Henry  Brag  ( Craven), 
Thomas  Miller  {Lenoir). 
Rory  Scarbrough. 
William  Burgis  {HaXifax). 
John  Bell. 
John  Perkins. 
John  Beech. 
William  Fanck. 
John  Sanderlin. 
Richard  Farrill. 
William  Linton. 
John  Warren. 
Henry  Bright  {Greene). 
Charles  Bright. 
Philip  Evans  {PiU), 
John  Bright. 


Edward  Briglit. 
Richard  Bright. 
William  Upton. 
Edward  Overton. 
Francis  Overton. 
John  Bruckitt. 
Joseph  Moneck. 
Gruraan  Macbride. 
James  Spence,  jr. 
Joseph  Markham. 
Brian  Garret. 
Cornelias  Forehand. 
Robert  Joy. 
Gabriel  Burnham. 
William  Philips  {Orange). 
John  Jones. 
Francis  Martin. 
Freeman  Jones. 
James  .Camnnll. 
Nathan  Williams. 
John  Burnham. 
John  Right. 
Edward  Right. 
John  Macdaniel  {Jones). 
Samuel  Pritehard,  sen. 
Samuel  Pritchard,  jr. 
William  Rhodes. 
Isaac  Jones. 
John  Jones. 
James  Spence,  sen. 
Alexander  Spence,  sen. 
Richard  Hastings. 
John  Spence. 
Jeremiah  Sawyer. 
Caleb  Sawyer. 


John  Relph,  jr. 
Robert  Sawyer,  sen. 
Jacob  Sawyer. 
Henry  Macdaniel  (Jones), 
William  Jennins  (Craven). 
Thomas  Sawyer. 
John  Jennings. 
James  Macdaniel. 
William  Macdaniel. 
Peter  Sawyer. 
Jeremiah  Saxton. 
Solomon  Sawyer. 
Henry  Sawyer. 
Charles  Sawyer. 
William  Sawyer. 
William  Forksee,  jr. 
Bennet  Morgan. 
Alexander  Spence.    - 
Abel  Ross. 
John  Jones,  cordwindcr 

[cordwaincr]. 
John  Jones,  cooper. 
John  Jones,  weaver. 
Solomon  Davis. 
Robert  Sawyer,  jr. 
Daniel  Cowin, 
Edward  Williams. 
Robert  Morgan. 
Joseph  Upton. 
William  Williams. 
Jonas  Jones  (Jones), 
Charles  Bolt. 
Edward  Upton. 
John  Upton. 
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Richard  Etheridge. 
Thomas  Lurley. 
Josp.  Sanderson. 
Thomas  Jarvis. 
Thomas  Parker. 
Foster  Jarvis. 
Joseph  Parker. 
Richard  Church. 
Peter  Poyner. 
Thomas  Poyner. 
Henry  Cadon. 
Thomaj*  Taylor,  sen. 
Thomas  Taylor,  jr. 
William  Bell. 


John  Bell. 
John  Crabb. 
Luke  White. 
John  Walker. 
Evan  Miller  (Duplin), 
Robert  Patern. 
William  Parker. 
Samuel  Parker. 
James  Poyner. 
Thomas  Poyner. 
William  Davis. 
Richard  Doger. 
Richard  Bright,  jr. 
Daniel  Savill. 


Peter  Dowger. 
Wallis  Bray. 
Edward  Faylor. 
Samuel  Simons  (Jones), 
John  Legctt. 
David  Legett. 
Denis  Riordin. 
John  Perkins. 
Joseph  Bowren. 
Richard  Franshaw. 
Robert  Heath. 
John  Brent. 
Thomas  Brent. 
Thomas  Davis. 
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Charles  Brent 
Thomas  Moncreef. 
Andrew  Etheredg^e. 
William  Luftnon. 
Edward  Cox  (Oravtn), 
William  Bright. 
James  Bright. 


Benjamin  Bcnnet  (Chowan). 
John  Mimke. 
Moses  Linton. 
John  Linton. 
Henry  Bright. 
Daniel  Gettree. 
Henry  Gibbe  {HycU). 
David  Jones. 


Ralph  Matham. 
William  Pattason. 
Thomas  Spencer. 
John  Burton  (Oranville). 
John  Man  (Martin), 
George  Powers. 
John  Penny. 


List  of  Juryme>(  (Freeholders)  in  Bertie  Precinct.    1728. 


John  Bently. 
William  BenUey. 
Edmund  Smithwick. 
John  Smithwick. 
William  Caneday. 
George  Brumley. 
Jonathan  Taylor. 
Peter  Standel. 
Martin  Cromen. 
Charles  Pate. 
William  Pate. 
James  Feltham. 
Laurence  Sarson. 
James  Castilow. 
Christopher  Vanlnbin. 
John  Brown. 
Martin  Razors. 
James  Cnrrey. 
Roger  Snell. 
.John  Gardiner. 
Robert  Bell. 
Francis  Hopoon. 
William  Hardy. 
Jonathan  Jacocks  (BertU). 
Josiah  Hudson. 
George  Smith. 
John  Cook  (Craven), 
John  Horren. 
Josiah  Skittlethorp. 
Robert  Anderson. 
.Jonathan  Rider  (Craven). 
William  Mcazel. 
Philip  Ward. 
Robert  Warburton. 
John  Hobson. 
John  Stephens. 
Arthur  Duggle. 
Peter  Gray. 
James  Logett. 
David  Hicks  (Duplin). 
Th^dore  Williams. 
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John  Edward,  jr. 

Owin  Daniel. 

William  Griffin. 

Martin  Garner.* 

Edward  ^ioor  (Craven). 

Richard  Fryer. 

Jonathan  Standley. 

James  Roberts. 

Charles  Bjirber. 

Samuel  Herren  (  Wat/ne) 

William  Redey. 

Michael  King. 

John  Hill. 

John  Bryan  (Craven). 

Edward  Bryan. 

William  Sharp. 

John  Beaverly. 

William  Moor. 

Joseph  Johnson 

Thomas  Boon,  jr.  (Johnson). 

Hopkin  Rowill. 

William  Arreuton  (^Mh). 

Elias  Fourd. 

William  Ridger,  jr. 

Tredle  Keeth. 

Aaron  Drake. 

William  Boon. 

William  BowiU. 

Martin  Letter. 

John  Bryan. 

Thomas  Grayno. 

Samuel  Garlin. 

John  Burdin,  jr. 

William  Rick.s. 

William  Vinson  (Craven), 

John  Williams. 

Josiah  Dardin. 

Thomas  Brett. 

Nichol  Shenhions. 

Charles  Stoplins. 

Francis  Parker. 


Richard  MoHon. 

George  Williams. 

John  Blackman. 

Henry  W  healer. 

James  Sims. 

Josiah  Lamb,  6eiL(Pasq^tank). 

John  Cotton. 

Robert  Sims. 

Manuel  Rogers. 

Thomas  Whitmell. 

Thomas  Arrington. 

John  Green  (Craven). 

John  Bobitt. 

Henry  Sims. 

Jonathan  Clift. 

Peter  Vellst. 

Leonard  Langston. 

Moore  Carter. 

Stephen  Howard  (Onslow). 

James  Peak. 

George  Powell. 

John  Rasbury. 

Richard  Killkinton. 

Jacob  Pope. 

Robert  Long. 

William  Green  (Craven). 

Benjamin  Wood. 

William  Moor,  son. 

William  Moor,  jr. 

James  Williams. 

William  Bennot. 

James  Blount. 

William  Gray. 

William  Jones. 

Robert  Brasswell. 

William  Whitefield  (Lenoir). 

James  Wood. 

Benjamin  Foreman. 

James  Howard. 

Nathan  S wanner. 

John  Barfield. 
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Clirwtiftn  Swnnner. 
Peter  Parker. 
Robert  Evaus. 
ThomAs  Fubril. 
Samuel  Williams. 


John  Chester. 

John  Williams. 

John  Dioktfon  {Duplin), 

Riohard  Pace. 

Paul  Brown. 

Edward  Outlaw  (BeHie). 


Henry  Barfield. 

Thomas  Barfield. 

William  Whitehead  (Oir^^O- 

William  Bryant  {Johnson). 

John  Pope. 


List  or  Jubymxn  (Fresholders)  in  Beaufobt  and  Htde  Pbecinot.    1728. 


George  Moy. 
Thomas  Dudley. 
Thomas  Mount. 
Henry  Smith. 
Samuel  Cooper. 
Riohard  Nickson. 


William  Sigley. 
John  Rigney. 
Moses  Barras  {Jonsa), 
Evan  Jones. 
James  Lee,  Esq. 
Barnes  Lee,  jr. 


Christopher  Dudley  (C?/w&w).  Abram  Pritchard. 


John  Snead  {Cfaven). 
William  Martin. 
John  Bathurst. 
Thomas  Bathurst. 
Walter  Jones. 
John  Jackson. 
John  Brock. 
William  Putnell. 
Joshua  Porter,  Esq. 
Thomas  Worsley. 
Edward  Salter. 
Simon  Aldcrsou. 
John  Odeen. 
Charles  Odeen. 
John  Worsley. 


Thomas  Wood. 

John  Bond. 

Robert  Campain. 

James  Shingleton  [Singleton] 

{Craven). 
William  Daw. 
Edward  Hanakin. 
William  Lewis,  jr. 
William  Jones. 
Thomas  Henderson   {Gran- 

ffUU). 
William  Carruther  {Craven), 
John  Carruther. 
John  Martin. 
Thomas  Wain. 


Eleazar  Lillington  (iT.  Edno-  David  Perkins. 


ver). 
Roger  KennioQ. 
John  Adams. 
Martin  Holt. 
Thomas  Jewell. 
James  Touchbury. 
Apthony  Mackeel. 
Thomas  Worsley,  jr. 
Lionell  Reading,  Esq. 
Thomas  Blount. 
John  Hill. 
Harman  Hill. 
Edmond  Pieroo. 
Thomas  Tyce. 
David  Du  poize. 
John  Pursell. 
Robert  Turner  {Craven). 
Thomas  PasfleLd. 


William  Williams. 

Thomas  Bonner. 

Francis  Lenare. 

John  Chester. 

Peter  Price. 

Thomas  Lewis. 

Jos.  Morgan. 

Jos.  Tart 

Lazarus  Holms  {Sampson). 

Richard  Harvey,  Esq. 

Thomas  Jackson. 

Jos.  Hall. 

John  Adams,  jr. 

Henry  Baily. 

Riohard  Sylvester. 

Oliver  Smith. 

Richard  Pitt. 

Philip  Bayner. 


John  Wright 

James  Bright. 

John  Harvey. 

William  Martin. 

Robert  Spring. 

William  Webster. 

Henry  Bright 

William  Cording. 

Edward  Stafford. 

John  Fourman. 

William  Barrow  {Pitt). 

Henry  Eburn. 

William  Windley. 

James  Welch. 

Collum  Flin. 

Thomas  Duvain. 

Edward  Winn. 

Simon  Bright  {Gresne). 

Abram  Wilkinson  (Offcw). 

Ezekiel  Weeks  {Craven). 

Daniel  Cox. 

Thomas  Philip. 

Charles  Smith,  jr. 

Thomas  Smith. 

John  Sulivant 

John  Davis. 

Cornelius  Tice. 

John  Slade  {Martin). 

Richard  Brice  {Craven). 

Roger  Mason. 

Foster  Jarvis. 

Thomas  Tooly  {Craven). 

Samuel  Jasper  {Graven). 

John  Leith. 

Thomas  Gooding  {Craven). 

Edward  Hadley. 

Thomas  Giddens. 

Benjamin  Slade. 

John  Giddens. 

Benjamin  Sanderson. 

John  Lawson. 
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List  of  Juryken  (Fheeholdebs)  in  Cbaybn  Prkoinct.    1728. 


Thomas  Martin,  Esq. 
William  Dupoize  {Huguenot). 
William  HudsoD. 
John  Tanayhill. 
Richard  Hill. 
Thomafi  Jones. 
Bobert  Wntson. 
Thomas  Masters,  Esq. 
Francis  Kill. 
William  Smith. 
Col.  William  Handcock. 
Cornelius  Loftin. 
Leonard  Loflin. 
John  Slocomb, 
Christian  \f>Wr{0«rmanpala- 
Une), 


Christian  Slaver  {O^rman). 

John  Lecher  Miller  {Ger- 
man), 

Jacob  Miller  {German), 

Matthew  Besenover  {Ger- 
man). 

Francis  Brice. 

Adam  Moor. 

George  Mites. 

Caleb  Metcolf. 

Peter  Handy. 

John  Fonvielle  {Huguenot), 

John  Dipp  {German), 

John  Simons  {German), 

Henry  Perk  ( German), 

Henry  Perlerbo  {German), 


John  Wixedell  {German), 

Jacob  Sheets. 

Michael  Resabel  {German), 

Edward  Garling,  Esq. 

Peter  Real  {Huguenot), 

Richard  Johnson. 

Martin  Frank  {German), 

Randolph  Fisher. 

John  Biggs. 

Francis  Dawson. 

Daniel  Shine,  Esq.  {Jonee), 

Jos.  EdmondsoD. 

Charles  Uopton. 

John  Fulpher  [Fulford]. 

Alexander  Nelson. 


List  or  Jubymsn  (Fbeeholdbrs)  in  Cabterkt.    1728. 


Capt.  John  Nelson. 
Richard  Rustal,  Esq. 
Enoch  Ward. 
Richard  Whitehoose. 
Joseph  Fulford. 
Edward  Ward. 
Ross  Bell. 

William  ^h  abridge. 
John  Jarret. 
Richard  Williamson. 
John  Simpson. 


Thomas  Gillikin. 

Robert  Stroy. 

Robert  Atkins. 

Richard  Harvey,  jr. 

Edmund  Enitt. 

Michael  Paoqaenet  {Hugue- 
not). 

Robert  Osborn. 

George  Coxdell  [Cogdell] 
{Swies). 

David  Shepert  [Shephard]. 


Richard  Canady. 

Charles    Coxdell     [Cogdell] 

{Swiee), 
William  Wills. 
Levi  Crossey. 
John  Shaw. 
John  Frazer. 
John  Hatten. 
William  Noble. 
Daniel  Macdaoiel  {Jonu)^ 
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CHAPTEE  I. 

EXPLORATION  AND  SETTLEMENTS. 

To  suppose  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  efforts  accomplished  noth- 
ing, because  he  did  not  actually  plant  an  abiding  colony  in  North 
Carolina,  would  be  most  unjust  to  liim,  as  well  as  sadly  violate  the 
truth  of  history.  To  him,  notwithstanding  his  failures,  belongs  the 
honor  of  being  the  father  of  English  colonization  in  America.  His 
zeal  and  enterprise  prompted  otliei-s  to  pursue  the  path  in  which, 
witli  80  much  loss,  he  had  been  the  bold  pioneer ;  and  in  the  set- 
tlement of  Virginia  at  Jamestown,  his  successors  but  achieved 
what  his  comprehensive  mind  had  originated.  Indeed,  one  of 
those  most  conspicuous  in  the  work  of  planting  a  colony  on  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  had  been  the  friend  of  Kaleigh,  and 
sympathized  with  him  in  all  his  efforts.  He  was  one  of  tliose  to 
whom  Raleigh  had  imparted  such  privileges  as  liis  patent  allowed, 
when  he  found  that  he  could  no  longer  act  alone ;  and  his  zeal  and 
information  eminently  qualified  liim  to  walk  in  Raleigh's  steps. 
This  individual  was  the  Rev.  Richard  Hakluyt,  a  prebendary  of 
Westminster,  who  has  been  introduced  to  the  reader  in  our  pre- 
vious volume.  The  historians  of  his  day  have  placed  In'm  next  to 
Sir  Walter  himself,  as  the  great  promoter  of  American  colonization. 
Ilakluyt  had  been  taught,  by  the  failures  of  his  friend,  that  no 
private  individual  could,  with  his  own  means  alone,  plant  a  colony. 
lie  therefore,  after  the  expiration  of  Raleigh's  patent,  associated 
others  with  himself  in  the  formation  of  a  company,  sought  the 
royal  approbation,  and  obtained  the  charter  under  which  Virginia 
proper  was  first  settled. 

Of  the  trials  and  diflSculties  that  beset  the  colony  at  Jamestown, 
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our  task  calls  upon  us  to  say  but  little ;  and  yet,  of  the  history  of 
that  colony,  somewhat  must  here  be  written  for  tlie  proper  under- 
standing of  the  progress  of  North  Carolina.  It  was  in  1606  that 
Jamestown  commenced  its  existence.  An  inspection  of  tlie  map 
of  Virginia  will  show,  upon  the  most  southern  range  of  her  coun- 
ties, one  called  Nansemond,  immediately  north  of  Gates  county  in 
Xorth  Carolina.  Here,  as  early  as  1609,  had  the  Virginia  adven- 
turers planted  a  colony  of  about  one  hundred  men,^  and  from 
these,  in  part,  as  we  shall  see  directly,  came  the  first  permanent 
English  settlers  in  Carolina.  Another  exploration  was  made  by 
Porey,  the  secretary  of  the  Virginia  colony,  in  1622,  who  passed 
by  land  to  the  Chowan  River,  and  brought  back  a  good  report.* 

As  the  aborigines  receded  from  the  vicinity  of  the  whites  in 
Nansemond,  the  latter  naturally  followed  on  their  tracks,  and  then, 
crossing  what  is  now  the  boundary,  extended  their  researches  still 
further  toward  the  southwest  into  the  wilderness  of  Carolina. 
Prosecuting  their  wanderings,  tJxey  presently  found  themselves  on 
the  waters  emptying  into  Albermarle  Sound  from  the  north,  and 
thus  was  the  northeastern  corner  of  what  is  now  North  Carolina 
once  more  furnished  with  civilized  inhabitants,  who,  on  this  occa- 
sion, came  from  Virginia.  There  are  no  records  that  enable  us  to 
state  with  precision  the  exact  time  when  these  bold  adventurei's 
planted  themselves  in  their  new  discovery.  Wild  rovers,  as  they 
were  however,  and  doubtless  dependent  in  some  degree  upon  the 
chase  for  food,  their  migratory  spirit  was  not  unlike  that  of  the 
savage ;  and  hence  we  may  safely  assume  that  but  few  years 
elapsed  after  the  settlement  of  Nansemond  in  1609,  before  these 
hardy  English  pioneers  had  made  their  wild  home  in  Carolina. 

Whether  any  settlements  were  made  upon  the  Chowan,  in  con- 
sequence of  Porey's  favorable  report,  we  have  not  now  the  means 
of  knowing,  though  probably  there  were ;  and  at  all  events,  the 
spirit  of  cupidity  as  well  as  of  entei-prise  seems  to  have  been 
thoroughly  aroused.  With  a  liberality  which,  as  it  cost  nothing, 
was  profuse  even  to  prodigality,  Charles  the  First  granted,  in  1630, 
to  Sir  Eobert  Heath,  his  attorney-general,  all  the  land  extending 
from  the  coast  westward  for  more  than  one  thousand  miles,  and 

»  Smith's  Hist,  of  Virgiuia.  Richmond  Edition.  Vol.  i.  p.  286.  •  Ibid.  Vol.  ii.  p.  64. 
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lying  between  the  thirty-first  and  thii^ty-sixth  parallels  of  latitude. 
This  included  the  larger  portion  of  North  Carolina.  The  province 
was  called  Cardana} 

Heath  subsequently  assigned  his  patent  to  Henry,  Lord  Maltra- 
vers,  who  afterward  became  Earl  of  Arundel.*  The  fact  that, 
under  his  lordship's  auspices,  settlements  were  made,  is  positively 
aflSrmed  by  Coxe,  but  he  is  a  witness  not  entirely  disint<3re8ted.^ 
If,  however,  the  statement  be  received  as  true,  it  furnishes  us  with 
no  particulars  either  of  the  locality  or  history  of  such  settlements. 
Some  confirmation  of  the  testimony  may,  however,  be  found  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  governor  and  council  of  Virginia  in  1639. 
In  that  year,  it  is  certain  the  king  commanded  them,  by  letter,  to 
assist  Lord  Maltravers  "  in  seating  Carolina."*  From  the  Vir- 
ginia records,  as  cited  by  a  modem  historian,*  it  would  also 
seem  that  a  certain  William  Hawley  appeared  in  Virginia,  as 
"  governor  of  Carolina ;"  and  leave  was  granted  by  the  Virginia 
legislature  to  colonize  Carolina,  by  one  hundred  persons  from  Vir- 
ginia, "  freemen,  being  single,  and  disengaged  of  debt."  It  is  not 
improbable  that  temporary  settlements  were  made,  somewhere  in 
the  State,  under  the  patent  to  Heath :  that  they  proved  but  abor- 
tive eflforts,  is  rendered  more  than  probable  by  the  fact  that,  as  we 
shall  see  hereafter.  Heath's  patent  was  declared  void  by  the  king 
and  privy  council  of  England,  on  the  express  ground  that  its  pur- 
poses had  never  been  fulfilled. 

The  legislation  of  Virginia  shows  that  explorations  into  Carolina 
were  made  from  time  to  time,  after  this  period,  and  were  encom*- 
aged  by  the  grant  of  privileges.  Thus  we  find,  in  1641,  a  peti- 
tion to  explore  and  occupy  unknown  lands,  south  and  west  of  the 
Appomatox,  presented  by,  and  a  grant  made  to,  four  indiAnduals, 
whose  wanderings,  we  think,  reached  beyond  the  present  southern 
boimdary  of  Virginia ;  and  in  1642,  they  were  confirmed  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  their  discoveries  for  the  space  of  fourteen  years.* 
So  again  in  1653,  we  find  Roger  Green,  the  clergyman  who  min- 
istered to  the  inhabitants  of  Nansemond,  applying,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  some  of  his  parishioners,  and  obtaining  a  grant  of  ten 

I  See  the  patent  in  Coxe^s  Carolana,  p.  109.         *  1  Honing^s  Virginia  Stat,  at  largo,  p.  552. 
aCoxe'a  Carolana,  p.  116.  »  2  Bancroft's  U.  S.,  p.  180 :  Ist  edition. 

» Ibid.  116.  •  1  Hening's  Virginia  Stat,  at  large,  p.  262. 


EXPLORATION  AND   SETTLEMENTS.  71 

thousand  acres  of  land  to  the  first  one  hundred  persons  who  should 
settle  themselves  on  the  Roanoke,  and  on  the  lands  upon  the  south 
side  of  the  Chowan  and  its  branches.* 

Indeed,  the  spirit  of  discovery  seems  now  to  have  been  thor- 
oughly roused.  In  1654,  a  journey  was  made  from  Virginia  into 
Carolina,  more  extended  than  any  which  had  preceded  it,  and 
resulting  in  the  acquisition  of  territory,  and  acknowledgment  of 
the  authority  of  England  by  some  of  the  most  important  Lidian 
tribes.  In  this  case,  the  entry  into  the  State  was  made  through 
Currituck  Inlet,  by  emigrants  living  south  of  Norfolk.  The  party 
proceeded  first  to  Roanoke  Island,  where  they  found  the  ruius  of 
the  fort  built  by  Raleigh's  colonists,  some  seventy  years  before ; 
establishing  there  friendly  relations  with  the  natives,  they  pro- 
ceeded inland  to  the  Tuscaroras,  and  succeeded  in  attaching  them 
to  the  English  interest:  they  then  passed  on  southwardly,  and 
discovered  anew  the  existence  of  the  Neuse,  Haynokes,  and  Core 
Indians,  who  dwelt  on  tlie  waters  of  Pamlico  and  Neuse.*  Unable, 
however,  as  we  are  to  trace  with  certainty  the  various  exploring 
companies  that  visited  Carolina,  of  one  particular  we  are  sure,  that 
as  early  as  1656,  very  considerable  settlements  had  been  fonned 
from  Virginia,  on  the  northern  side  of  Albemarle  Sound. 

And  now,  to  preserve  the  chronological  order  of  events,  we  must 
for  a  time  transport  the  reader  from  the  shores  of  Albemarle  to 
the  scene  of  another  and  distinct  colonization.  We  pass  now  to 
the  banks  of  the  Cape  Fear. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  characteristic  traits  in  the  settlers 
of  New  England,  and  one  that  developed  itself  very  early  after 
their  arrival  on  the  continent,  was  the  migratory  propensity  of  the 
inhabitants.  It  seems  indeed  to  have  been  transmitted  by  inher- 
itance even  to  the  present  day ;  for  there  is  scarce  a  spot  on  the 
globe,  inhabited  by  civilized  men,  where  a  New  Englander  may 
not,  at  this  day,  be  found.  Nor  is  it  at  all  wonderful  that,  even 
at  the  earliest  period  of  New  England's  history,  this  pi*opensit}^ 
should  have  shown  itself.  Situated  in  a  climate  remarkable  for 
its  wintry  rigor,  and  where  they  extorted  from  a  stony  and  re- 
luctant soil  but  a  small  return  at  best  for  the  severest  labor,  the 

>  Hening's  Stat,  at  large,  p.  880.  «  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  278.    Ante,  p.  19. 
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colonists  of  I^ew  England,  men  inured  to  hardships,  and  with  a 
courage  equal  to  any  daring,  naturally  turned  from  the  land  which 
had  welcomed  them  but  coldly,  to  cast  their  eyes  upon  the  ocean 
which  washed  their  shores :  on  its  waves  they  found  an  alluring 
invitation  to  their  indomitable  enterprise.  Upon  the  sea  they  saw 
a  path  by  whicli  to  push  their  fortunes,  under  milder  skies  and  in 
simnier  regions.  Accordingly,  we  find  the  men  of  Massachusetts, 
within  a  very  few  yeai^  after  their  settlement,  making  their  winter 
voyages  to  the  Chesapeake  and  its  tributary  streams;  and  in  1660, 
a  company,  extending  their  travels  still  further  south,  entered  the 
Cape  Fear,  then  known  as  Charles  River,  and  planted  themselves 
on  its  borders.  These  men  were  adventurers,  wlio  came  under  no 
authority,  and  claimed  under  no  grant ;  for  the  region  where  they 
were  had  no  recognized  proprietors.  They  made  some  slight  ex- 
amination of  flie  country  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  only,  and 
determined  to  occupy  it  for  the  purpose  of  rearing  cattle,  whicli, 
we  must  presume,  tliey  meant  to  import  from  Yirginia  or  New 
England.  Their  next  step  was  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  some 
of  their  countrymen  in  England,  in  bearing  the  expense  of  the 
enterprise ;  and  accordingly  we  find  that  certain  individuals,  re- 
siding in  London,  were  induced,  on  their  representations,  "  to  share 
in  the  adventure,  and  to  cast  in,  at  first,  a  small  sum  for  an  assist- 
ance or  supply  to  the  said  undertaking."^  The  larger  portion  of 
the  company,  however,  was  composed  of  New  England  men. 

It  was  subsequently  stated  by  them  that  they  purchased  from 
the  Indians,  whom  they  found  there,  a  right  to  the  soil.  Having 
made  this  purchase,  as  they  alleged,  and  probably  witli  truth  (for 
they  might  easily  have  acquired  such  title  as  the  natives  could 
grant  for  a  few  beads  and  trinkets),  they  directed  their  English 
colleagues  to  apply  to  the  king  for  a  patent  for  the  river  and  soil, 
which,  however,  they  seem  never  to  have  obtained.^  They  placed 
cattle  on  the  land,  but  the  enterprise  proved  imsuccessful.  Their 
settlement  was  on  Old  Town  Creek,  in  Brunswick  county,  and 
commenced,  as  we  have  stated,  in  1660.  It  is  not  certain  how 
long  they  remained  ;  but  they  must  have  abandoned  the  country 
before  the  autumn  of  1663  ;  as  the  evidence  is  complete  to  show 

>  Mass.  Hist.  Col.,  Sd  Series,  vol.  i.  p.  56.    Ante,  p.  28.  >  Ibid. 
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that,  at  that  period,  not  one  of  them  was  to  be  found  on  the  Cape 
Fear.  Of  the  causes  which  induced  them  to  leave  tlie  country,  it 
is  but  fair  to  state  that  two  are  assigned,  widely  different.  The 
one  is,  that  the  countiy  proved  to  be  poor,  and  disappointed  their 
expectations  of  profit.  We  learn  from  a  document,  emanating 
from  their  English  colleagues,  "  that  some  that  were  sent  from 
New  England  thither,  in  order  to  the  can-ying  on  the  said  settle- 
ment," had  returned  "  without  so  much  as  sitting  down  upon  it ; 
and  for  the  better  justification  of  themselves  in  their  return,  liad 
spread  a  reproach  both  upon  the  harbor  and  upon  the  soil  of  the 
river  itself."^  Tlie  other,  and  less  creditable,  cause  assigned  for 
their  departure,  is,  that  they  were  dnven  from  the  country  by  the 
indignant  natives  :  they  fled  for  their  lives.  The  settlers  (as  some 
authorities  state)  had  shipped  off  some  of  the  children  of  the  In- 
dians, for  the  purpose,  as  they  pretended,  of  educating  tliem  at  the 
north.  A  suspicion,  however,  soon  arose  tliat  this  was  but  a  pre- 
text, and  that  these  children  had  been  sold  into  slavery.^  Wliether 
this  suspicion  was  well  or  ill  founded,  we,  of  course,  have  no 
means  of  knowing,  and  however  reluctant  we  may  be  to  credit  the 
relation  of  such  a  base  act  of  perfidy,  we  are  constrained  to  admit 
with  a  later  writer  on  this  subject,  who,  though  seldom  accurate, 
yet  in  this  case  states  truly,  that  "  the  lax  state  of  morals  among 
the  original  settlers,  and  the  prevailing  custom  at  that  period  of 
selling  the  miserable  natives  into  slavery,  gave  too  much  counte- 
nance to  the  charge."^ 

As  to  the  sterility  of  the  soil,  we  know  that  might  have  fur- 
nished an  adequate  cause  for  removal ;  for  it  must  bo  confessed 
that  the  lands  they  occupied  were,  for  the  most  part,  sandy  and 
uninviting,  and  hence  they  might  willingly  relinquish  the  care  of 
their  cattle  to  a  few  friendly  Indians,  and  forsake  the  country. 
That  they  did  forsake  it  utterly,  is  imdeniable ;  and  at  tlieir  de- 
parture they  erected  a  post,  in,  or  attached  to  which,  they  left  a 
writing,  "  the  contents  whereof  tended  not  only  to  the  disparage- 
ment of  the  land  about  the  said  river,  but  also  to  the  great  dis- 
couragement of  all  such  as  should  hereafter  come  into  those  parts 
to  settle."* 

»  Maw.  Hist.  Col.,  8d  Series,  vol.  i.  p.  68.    Ante,  p.  26.  »  1  Williamson,  95-6, 

*  Lawson,  78-4.  <  Lawson,  p.  78. 
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It  was,  perhaps,  during  the  short-lived  existence  of  this  New 
England  colony,  but  more  probably  just  after  its  dissolution,  that 
the  rapacity  of  the  courtiers  of  Charles  IT.  obtained  from  him  a 
charter  of  that  immense  region  on  the  Atlantic,  extending  from 
tlie  river  Saint  Matheo  (the  St.  John's  of  Florida)  to  the  thirty- 
sixth  degree  of  north  latitude.  Charles  was  a  king  ever  ready 
to  reward  his  parasites  when  it  cost  him  nothing  to  do  so,  and 
accordingly  on  the  23d  of  March,  1663,  the  territory  above  desig- 
nated, reaching  from  latitude  thirty  to  thirty-six,  was  erected  into 
a  province  by  the  name  of  Carolina,  and  conferred  upon  Lord 
Clarendon,  the  lord  chancellor  and  historian.  Monk,  who  had 
aided  so  signally  in  restoring  the  king,  and  was  therefore  now  the 
Duke  of  Albemarle,  Lord  Craven,  Lord  Ashley  Cooper,  after- 
ward the  well-known  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  Sir  John  Colleton, 
Sir  John  Berkeley,  Sir  William  Berkeley,  his  younger  brother, 
and  then  governor  of  Virginia,  and  Sir  George  Carterei.  Tlie 
first  object  of  these  titled  beneficiaries  was  to  remove  out  of  their 
way  all  prior  titles  or  grants,  and  therefore  they  speedily  obtained 
from  the  king  in  council  an  act  virtually  annulling  all  previous 
charters.  To  the  solicitation  of  this  act,  they  were  prompted  by 
the  fact  that  scarcely  was  their  charter  sealed,  before  a  claim  was 
made,  in  behalf  of  the  Duke  of  Xorfolk,  to  the  land  it  covered, 
under  the  grant  that  had  been  made  to  Sir  Robert  Heath  in  the 
previous  reign ;  while  another  was  preferred  by  the  heirs  of  Sii 
Kichard  Greenfield,  under  what  title  we  know  not.  The  king, 
who  had  recklessly  bestowed,  was  willing  as  recklessly  to  confirm ; 
and  the  proprietors  forthwith  began  their  efforts  to  make  the  royal 
munificence  profitable.* 

Li  May,  1663,  they  met  to  devise  their  plans.  The  first  meas- 
ure adopted  was  that  of  a  contribution  of  funds,  in  the  nature  of 
a  joint-stock  company,  for  the  transportation  of  colonists.  Their 
second  was  issuing  proposals  to  encourage  emigration  to  their  ter- 
ritory. In  these  proposals  there  was  a  wise  liberality.  The  emi- 
grants were  authorized  to  select  from  among  themselves  thirteen 
persons,  out  of  whom  the  proprietors  would  choose  a  governor  and 
six  councillors,  to  serve  three  yeare.    That  beside  these,  the  emi- 

»  1  Williamson,  p.  255.    Ante,  p.  21. 
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grants  were  empowered  to  elect  a  certain  number  of  delegates, 
freemen,  who,  together  with  the  governor  and  council,  should  con- 
stitute a  grand  assembly,  to  which  belonged  the  power  of  making 
laws,  not  contrary  to  those  of  England,  and  subject  also  to  repeal 
by  the  proprietors.  That  freedom  should  be  enjoyed  by  the  colo- 
nists ;  and  that  for  the  five  years  next  following,  every  new  settler 
should  receive  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  fifty  in  addition  for 
each  servant  he  brought  into  the  colony,  subject  only  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  halfpenny  per  acre.  Tliere  was  also  entire  exemption 
granted  from  the  payment  of  any  custom  dues.^ 

Publicity  was  promptly  given  to  these  offers  of  the  proprietors, 
because  of  certain  proposals  which  reached  them,  purporting  to 
be  made  by  the  company  of  New  England  adventurers  who  had 
formerly  settled  on,  and  then  abandoned,  the  lands  near  the  mouth 
of  Cape  Fear.  These  proposals  of  the  New  England  men  asserted 
a  claim  to  title,  arising  from  prior  occupancy,  obtained  by  pur- 
chase from  the  Indians ;  and  are  amusing  as  a  remarkably  cool 
specimen  of  effrontery,  coming  as  they  did  from  men  who,  not 
content  with  abandonment  of  the  country  by  themselves,  took 
pains  to  leave  behind  them,  for  the  benefit  of  all  future  comers, 
their  solemn  testimonial  of  its  utter  worthlessness.  The  proprie- 
tors immediately  sent  to  the  English  members  of  the  New  England 
company,  who  resided  in  London,  a  copy  of  the  paper  they  had 
received,  together  with  their  own  proposals  to  emigrants,  and 
were,  doubtless,  much  surprised  to  hear  in  reply  from  the  English 
adventurers,  that  they  were  "  altogether  strangers  "  to  the  docu- 
ment that  had  been  sent  to  their  lordships,  and  "  knew  nothing  of 
the  delivery  of  it."*  It  probably  was  a  sharp  device  of  the  New 
England  men,  who,  finding  the  lands  had  now  passed  into  the 
hands  of  wealthy  and  titled  proprietors,  who  were  in  entire  igno- 
rance of  the  past,  hoped,  by  a  bold  claim  of  right,  in  which  noth- 
ing could  be  lost,  but  something  might  be  gained,  to  receive  com- 
pensation for  that  which  was  so  worthless  in  their  eyes  that  they 
had  once  deliberately  thrown  it  away. 

The  reply  of  the  English  adventurers  to  the  proprietors  is 
marked  by  extraordinary  caution  and  a  most  discreet  purpose  of 

>  1  Martin,  128.  Ante,  p.  26.       •  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  8d  Series,  vol.  i.  p.  55.  Ante,  p.  28. 
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non-committal.  It  neither  admits  nor  denies  the  title  of  the  pro- 
prietors, gently  hints  that  tlie  usual  mode  of  acquiring  a  right  to 
wild  lands  on  this  continent  was  by  purchase  from  the  Indians, 
that  they  had  subscribed  in  fact  themselves,  because  they  thought 
the  right  thus  acquired  by  the  New  Englanders  was  good ;  and 
further  suggesting  that  the  support  of  New  England  is  almost 
indispensable  to  the  existence  of  a  colony  on  Cape  Fear,  they  pi'o- 
ceed  to  state  that  the  New  England  colonies  had  ever  possessed 
"  full  liberty  to  choose  their  own  governors  among  themselves ;  to 
make  and  confirm  laws  with  tliemselves ;  with  immunity  also 
wholly  from  all  taxes,  charges,  and  impositions  whatsoever,  more 
than  what  is  laid  upon  themselves,  by  themselves :" — and  then 
comes  the  important  admission  of  the  historical  fact  that  there 
were,  at  that  time,  no  New  England  men  on  the  Cape  Fear  /  and 
that  they  knew  the  country  had  been  explored  and  abandoned  by 
them;  for  they  proceed  to  state,  that  the  adventurers  in  New 
England,  notwithstanding  their  interests  and  estates  tliere,  "  how 
much  soever  they  have  declared  their  willingness,  forwardness, 
and  resolution  to  transport  and  remove  themselves  and  tlieir 
respective  families  unto  the  said  Charles  Eiver  [Cape  Fear  was 
then  so  called],  and  to  settle  there,  will  nevertheless  decline  the 
said  resolution  again  ;  and  will  not,  by  any  arguments  that  may 
be  used  by  tlie  said  adventurers  here,  be  induced  to  unsettle  them- 
selves, and  to  run  all  the  hazards  that  must  be  considered  in  such 
doubtful  undertakings ;  nor,  if  willing,  will  be  able  to  persuade 
others  to  join  with  them  there,  if  they  shall  hear,  or  be  acquainted 
beforehand,  that  no  one  of  the  said  privileges  before  mentioned, 
and  which  have  hitherto  always  been  enjoyed  by  them,  are  like  to 
be  allowed  or  preserved  entire  to  them." 

They  then  proceed  to  state  that  which  shows  they  knew  very 
well  the  past  history  of  the  settlement  on  Cape  Fear,  though  the 
proprietors  did  not :  "  At  present  the  undertaking  of  the  plantation 
of  said  Charles  River  lieth  under  some  obloquy,  that  hath  given  a 
check  to  it.  Some  that  were  sent  from  New  England  thither,  in 
order  to  the  carrying  on  the  said  settlement,  being  come  back 
again  without  so  much  as  sitting  down  upon  it;  and  for  the  better 
justification  of  themselves  in  their  return,  have  spread  a  reproach 
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both  upon  the  harbor  and  upon  the  soil  of  the  river  itself."  And 
in  consideration  of  these  several  particulars,  they  express  the  fear 
that  among  the  inhabitants  of  New  England  "  all  thoughts  of  fur- 
ther proceeding  in  the  said  river  will  be  wholly  laid  aside."^  This 
reply  was  written  at  London  on  the  6th  of  August,  1663. 

The  proprietors  seem  to  have  taken  no  notice  of  this  communi- 
cation, and  their  next  step  was  to  writo  to  one  of  their  own  num- 
ber, Sir  William  Berkeley,  who  was  in  Virginia  as  governor,  and 
in  their  communication  they  thus  speak  of  the  incidents  we  have 
been  relating:  "We  do  likewise  send  you  proposals  to  aU  that 
will  plant,  which  we  prepared  upon  receipt  of  a  paper  from  per- 
sons that  desired  to  settle  near  Cape  Fear,  in  which  our  considera- 
tions are  as  low  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  descend.  This  was  not 
intended  for  your  meridian,  where  we  hope  to  lind  more  facile 
people,  who,  by  your  interest,  may  settle  upon  better  terms  for 
us,  which  we  leave  to  your  management,  with  our  opinion  that 
you  grant  as  much  as  is  possible,  rather  than  deter  any  from 
planting  there."*  This  document  bears  date  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1663. 

We  have  been  the  more  particular  in  our  statement  of  the  set- 
tlement by  New  England  men  on  the  Cape  Fear,  because  we  ap- 
prehend undesigned  errors  have  been  disseminated  on  this  point 
of  our  history,  under  an  authority  which  may  aflford  them  too 
ready  a  reception.  A  modem  historian^  seems  to  be  of  opinion 
that  the  claim  of  the  New  England  settlers  (which  was  so  feeble 
that,  as  we  have  seen,  it  was  formally  disavowed,  as  to  its  author- 
ship, by  the  London  colleagues  of  the  settlers),  was  sufficiently 
alarming  to  operate  on  the  fears  of  the  lords  proprietors,  and  force 
them  into  the  offer  of  a  "  compromise."  These  aristocratic  paten- 
tees, basking  as  they  were  in  the  smiles  of  the  court,  and  with  a 
decree  of  the  king  and  privy  council  annulling  all  titles  but  their 
own,  were  not  likely  to  feel  themselves  driven  to  tlie  necessity  of 
a  "  compromise"  with  any  one ;  and,  least  of  all,  with  a  few  wan- 
dering herdsmen  from  New  England,  whom  they  could  dispossess 
without  difficulty.     So  far  from  offering  or  making  a  compromise, 

»  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.,  3d  Series,  vol.  i.  pp.  57-8.    Ante,  p.  28. 

«  1  Williamson,  p.  256.    Ante,  p.  26.  »  2  Bancroft's  U.  S.,  p.  181. 
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therefore,  thej,  in  the  form  of  proposals  (not  to  New  England  men 
exclusively,  but  "  to  aU  that  would  plant  in  Carolina"),  authorita- 
tively dictated  the  terms  on  which  alone  they  would  receive  settlers 
at  all.  K  tliese  proposals  constituted  the  supposed  compromise, . 
then  was  it  as  much  offered  to  inhabitants  of  Old  England,  Vir- 
ginia, or  Barbadoes,  as  it  was  to  New  England  men. 

Again,  we  think  there  is  a  slight  historical  error  in  the  state- 
ment that  the  "  proprietaries  promised  emigrants  from  N'ew  Eng- 
land religious  freedom,  a  governor  and  council,  to  be  elected  from 
among  a  number  whom  the  emigrants  themselves  should  nominate, 
a  representative  assembly,  independent  legislation,  subject  only  to 
the  negative  of  the  proprietaries,  land  at  a  rent  of  a  halfpenny  an 
acre,  and  such  freedom  from  customs  as  the  charter  would  war- 
rant."^ All  these  privileges  were  indeed  promised  by  the  proprie- 
taries in  their  proposals ;  but  not  one  word  in  the  publication  of 
them  confined  these  benefits  to  the  men  of  New  England.  On 
the  contrary  (as  the  object  was  to  promote  colonization  from  every 
quarter),  the  language  of  their  lordships  was :  "  If,  therefore,  any 
industrious  and  ingenious  persons  shall  be  willing  to  partake  of 
the  felicities  of  this  countiy,  let  them  embrace  the  first  opportunity, 
that  they  may  obtain  the  greater  advantages."  And  so  far  from 
being  addressed  particularly  to  the  colonists  from  Massachusetts, 
the  publication  intimates  a  hope  and  expectation  of  obtaining  set- 
tlers from  Bermuda ;  and  is  more  particular  in  reference  to  them 
than  to  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  locality :  indeed,  none  other  is 
specified  by  name.* 

One  other  particular  remains  briefly  to  be  noted,  and  we  will 
then  resume  our  narrative.  In  the  letter  from  the  lords  proprietors 
to  their  colleague.  Sir  William  Berkeley,  already  mentioned,  it  will 
be  remembered  that  their  lordships  inform  their  partner  that  they 
have  made  their  proposals  to  settlers  aa  low  as  they  could,  and 
thus  proceeds:  ''This  was  not  intended  for  your  meridian,  where 
we  hope  to  find  more  facile  people,  who  by  your  interest  may 


»  SBftncroft,  p.  181. 

«  A  Brief  Description  of  the  Province  of  Carolina  on  the  Coasts  of  Florida,  <fec.  This  is 
the  »€C(md  edition  of  the  proposals  of  the  proprietors.  The  first  was  published  in  1668; 
this  in  1666.    It  is  rare,  and  Chalmers  has  misled  Mr.  Bancroft. 
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settle  upon  better  terms  for  xis ;"  and  this  language  doubtless  im- 
pressed on  the  historian  the  idea  of  that  "  compromise  "  which  he 
states  the  proprietoi-s  made  with  the  New  England  men. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  proprietors  were  desirous  of 
obtaining  colonists  from  all  quai'tei'S.  It  is  certain  also  that  they 
were  willing  to  be  as  liberal  as  they  could  afford  to  be.  Equally 
certain  is  it  that,  subsequently,  they  hoped  to  obtain  the  largest 
number  from  New  England  ;  for  they  wrote,  "  Make  things  easy 
to  the  people  of  New  England,  from  which  the  greatest  emigra- 
tions are  expected ;"  and  this  tlie  historian  quotes  correctly,  as 
being  the  instructions  given  to  the  governor ;  but  the  latter  portion 
of  the  passage  escaped  his  notice — "  as  the  southern  colonies  are 
already  drained^  This  is  the  reason  assigned  for  the  expectation, 
and  not  any  extraordinary  liberality  to  be  extended  to  New 
England  men,  exclusively.  Beside,  when  were  these  instructions 
given  \  Not  until  January  1664-5  :  this  was  aftm*  the  gi*ant  had 
been  made  to  the  Barbadoes  adventurers,  and  after  Cape  Fear 
had  been  planted  under  Sir  John  Yeamans :  and  to  what  gov- 
ernor were  they  given  ?  Not  to  Berkeley  in  Virginia,  but  to  Sir 
John  Yeamans  on  the  Cape  Fear.* 

True  it  is  that  ^\^  proprietors  did,  in  1663,  say  to  Berkeley, 
that  in  liis  part  of  the  country  they  hoped  "  to  find  more  facile 
people."^  And  why  this  hope  ?  Becai^se  settlers  removing  from 
Virginia  to  Carolina  changed  their  locality  only,  not  the  manners 
and  customs  with  which  they  were  familiar.  If  they  settled  on 
Chowan  or  Eoanoke,  they  would,  as  they  knew,  change  their  posi- 
tion to  more  fertile  lands :  beside  this,  they  would  still,  after  the 
change  of  residence,  be  near  old  friends  and  relatives  in  Virginia, 
and  could  have  easier  communication  with  them  than  the  Massa- 
chusetts or  Plymouth  colonist  could  enjoy  with  New  England. 
Tliese  were  reasons  quite  sufiicient  to  excite  tJie  expectation  that  ^ 
residents  of  Virginia  would,  more  easily  than  northern  emigrants, 
be  induced  to  make  their  home  in  Albemarle.  That  the  expecta- 
tion was  well  founded,  was  proved  by  the  result ;  for,  despite  the 
"  compromise"  and  the  more  favorable  terms  supposed  to  be  offered 
to  the  New  England  men,  the  fact  stares  us  in  the  face,  that  within 

»  Chalmers'  Annals,  p.  531.  a  1  Bancroft's  U.  S.,  p.  182. 
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a  short  time  afterward  the  southern  colonies  were  di'ained,  and 
that  Cape  Fear  was  settled  from  Barbadoes. 

It  is,  however,  but  justice  to  the  historian  to  add,  that  it  is  easy 
to  see  how  he  has  here  been  misled.  At  the  time  he  wrote  this  por- 
tion of  his  work,  his  indefatigable  industry  had  not  obtained  all 
the  materials  for  this  part  of  our  history  that  he  now  possesses. 
He  was  obliged  to  rely  chiefly  on  Chalmers,  who  is  by  no  means 
perspicuous  in  discriminating  between  the  two  colonies  of  Albe- 
marle and  Cape  Fear,  and  their  respective  governors  :  nor  should 
these  slight  and  almost  unavoidable  inaccuracies,  which  doubtless 
will  be  corrected,  detract  from  the  merits  of  his  valuable  labors. 

To  the  history  of  this  settlement  from  Bai*badoes  we  now 
proceed.  Several  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  island,  according  to 
the  statement  of  Chalmers,  had  become  dissatisfied  with  their 
condition,  and  anxious  to  become  the  heads  of  a  less  considerable 
establishment.^  They  turned  their  eyes  toward  Carolina.  They 
had  probably  seen  the  proposals  of  the  proprietors,  and  they  were 
certainly  acquainted  with  the  evil  reports  of  the  New  England 
men  who  had  been  there.*  Before,  therefore,  they  would  decide 
on  permanent  removal,  they  resolved  on  exploration.  Accordingly, 
they  fitted  out  a  vessel,  and  placing  her  under  the  command  of 
Hilton,  an  experienced  navigator,  they  associated  with  him  Long 
and  Fabian,  and  dispatched  them  to  survey  the  coimtry  on  the 
Cape  Fear.  It  was  on  Monday,  the  12th  of  October,  1663,  that 
they  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  we  have  no  difficult}^ 
in  determining  the  extent  of  their  explorations,  as  they  have  left 
a  full  account,  which  has  been  preserved  by  Lawson.^ 

And  here  it  may  be  i-emarked,  that  on  their  an-ival  they  found 
not  one  of  the  New  England  colony  on  the  land.  All  had  gone ; 
and  the  explanation  of  their  absence  was  contained  in  the  paper 
which  they  had  left,  and  of  which  we  have  spoken,  denouncing 
the  spot  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  The  cattle  which  tliey 
had  introduced  were  found,  it  is  said,  wandering  about  under  the 
nominal  care  of  some  of  the  Indians,  though  the  voyagers  them- 
selves state  that,  after  diligent  search,  they  could  not  find  them  ;* 
and  tlieir  settlement  at  Old  Town  Creek  was  deserted  and  in  ruins. 

»  Chalmers*  Annals,  p.  520.  '  Ante,  p.  29. 

2  Ibid.  <  Lawson,  p.  66.    Ante,  p.  29. 
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The  Barbadoes  explores  appear  to  have  ascended  the  river  to 
the  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  also  to  have 
made  an  examination  of  some  of  its  tributary  branches.  It  is 
difficult  now  in  all  cases  to  recognize  the  spots  indicated  by 
the  names  bestowed  by  the  voyagei's.  Thus,  we  have  "  Swampy 
Branch;'  "  areen's  River;'  ''SktgParh;' '' Rocky  Point;' "  Turkey 
Quarters;'  "  Iliyhland  Point;'  "  Ililton's  River;'  with  mounts 
^'Sker7*y"  and  ^^  Bonny  j"  and  though  some  of  these  may  now  be 
identified  by  the  names  thus  early  bestowed,  yet  as  to  the  exact 
locality  of  others  we  are  in  some  degree  left  to  conjecture.^ 

The  examinations  of  the  Barbadoes  men  were,  however,  far 
more  extensive  tlian  those  of  the  Xew  England  colonists  ;  and 
hence  the  country  presented  itself  to  then*  eyes  in  an  aspect  more 
favorable  than  that  in  which  it  had  been  seen  by  their  predecessors. 
Indeed,  the  account  they  give  is  one  corresponding  very  much  in 
its  most  important  particulars  with  what  M'e  now  know  to  be  the 
true  state  of  that  region  as  to  its  general  features  and  the  quality 
of  the  soil.  Their  observations  also  appear  to  have  been  made 
with  great  minuteness,  as  to  the  latitude  of  diflTerent  points,  the 
bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  the  channels,  the  depth  of  water 
in  the  river  and  its  branches  ;  insomuch  that  it  is  quite  certain  no 
survey  of  equal  accuracy  had  previously  been  made  by  English 
navigators  on  any  part  of  the  present  coast  of  North  Carolina. 
Tlie  exploring  party  remained  on  the  Cape  Fear  from  October 
until  the  begimiing  of  December,  and  during  its  stay  a  purchase 
was  made  from  the  Indians,  for  the  consideration  of  a  few  trinkets, 
of  a  tract  thirty-two  miles  square,  which  they  describe  in  the  deed 
as  ''  the  river  and  land  of  (Jape  Fair,"  On  the  6tli  of  February, 
tliey  reached  Barbadoes. 

The  projectors  of  the  expedition,  satisfied  with  the  report  of 
their  agents,  solicited  from  the  lords  proprietoi's  the  grant  of  the 
tract  thus  purcluised  from  the  Indians,  together  with  all  the  powers 
of  a  coq)orate  body.^  Their  lordships  declined  compliance  with 
their  request :  but  such  a  grant  was  made  as  was  satisfactory ; 
and  in  January,  1G64-5,  Sir  John  Yeamans,  then  a  respectable 
planter  of  Barbadoes,  was  appointed  by  the  proprietors  governor 

»  Vide  Ante,  p.  29.  «  Clialmera'  Annals,  520. 
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and  commander-in-chief  of  the  new  colony  to  be  planted  on  the 
river.  A  new  county  was  also  formed,  which  was  made  to  include 
not  merely  the  Cape  Fear  region,  but  extended  to  the  southward, 
down  on  the  coast  of  the  present  State  of  Florida.  There  were 
thus  txco  counties  now  established  within  the  limits  of  the  patent 
of  the  lords  proprietors.  On  the  north  was  Albemarle,  which 
included  tlie  territoiy  between  the  Sound  of  that  name,  and  Vir- 
ginia, together  with  the  lands  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  Eoanoke ; 
and  on  the  south  was  the  county  indicated  above,  by  the  name  of 
Clarendon.  Tliere  was  an  intermediate  region,  which  extended 
from  a  point  somewhat  north  of  the  Cape  Fear,  up  to  Albemarle, 
including  the  country  on  the  N'euse  and  Tar  rivers,  and  which, 
many  years  afterward,  constituted  the  county  of  Bath ;  but  at  the 
time  of  which  we  write,  it  was  unoccupied  save  by  the  savage,  or 
the  almost  equally  wild  white  hunter  from  the  northeiTi  shores  of 
Albemarle  or  from  Virginia. 

As  to  the  governor  of  the  new  colony,  he  is  spoken  of  by  tlie 
historian,  as  the  "  the  son  of  a  cavalier,  a  needy  baronet,  who, 
to  mend  his  fortune,  had  become  a  Barbadoes  planter."*  His 
subsequent  history  shows,  indeo^l,  that  he  was  of  that  large 
number  whom  prosperity  corrupts.  At  this  time,  however,  no 
stain  rested  upon  his  character ;  he  was  by  birth  a  gentleman, 
and  his  ancestors  had  been  loyal.  His  father,  who  was  one 
of  the  civic  dignitaries  of  Bristol,  had  proved  at  least  his  sin- 
cerity as  a  loyalist  by  sacrificing  his  life  in  the  cause  of  the 
unfortunate  Charles,  and  his  son  was  thereby  impoverished.'  It 
was  no  crime  that  he  sought  "  to  mend  his  fortunes"  by  emigration ; 
and  planting  in  Barbadoes  was  not  a  disreputable  occupation.  He 
may  have  been  "  a  needy  baronet,"  however,  when  he  emigrated 
to  Barbadoes.  Martin,  however,  states,  though  we  think  incor- 
rectly, that  he  chanced  to  be  in  England  at  the  time  the  exploring 
expedition  returned  from  Cape  Fear  to  Barbadoes — or,  at  all 
events,  when  the  adventurers  applied  to  the  lords  proprietors  for 
a  grant — and  that  Yeamans  was  selected  by  their  lordships  as 
governor,  and  on  that  occasion  was  knighted.'  There  is  one  im- 
portant point  of  difference  to  be  here  noted  between  the  Albe- 

»  1  Bancroft's  U.  S.,  p.  187.  •  1  WUliamson,  98.  » 1  Martin,  142. 
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inarle  colony  and  tliat  on  Cape  Fear.  We  have  seen,  on  a  former 
page,  that  in  the- first  proposals  issued,  in  1663,  by  the  proprietoi*s, 
the  governor  of  a  colony  and  six  councillors  were  to  be  selected 
by  them  out  of  thirteen  individuals,  named  to  them  by  the  colo- 
nists ;  and  Martin  informs  us  that  the  first  governor  of  Cape  Fear, 
Yeamans,  was  thus  selected  out  of  thirteen.^  Whether  this  be  a 
mere  conjecture  of  the  historian,  we  cannot  say ;  but  in  tlie  new 
colony  of  Clarendon,  the  people,  under  the  proposals  published  in 
1666,  were  allowed  to  choose  their  own  governor  from  among 
themselves,  to  hold  office  for  three  years  ^  while  in  Albemarle,  the 
first  governor,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  was  appointed  by  Sir 
William  Berkeley,  as  agent  of  the  lords  proprietors,  without  any 
election  having  been  made  by  the  people  at  all,  as  far  as  we  have 
historic  evidence  on  the  subject.  The  lords  proprietors  were  now 
undoubtedly  making  vigorous  efforts  to  procure  colonists  from  all 
quartere,  and  hence  may  have  manifested  more  liberality  in  their 
conduct.  They  had  agents  employed  in  seeking  emigrants  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  the  West  India  Isl- 
ands, Bermuda,  and  in  the  colonies  already  planted  on  the  main 
land  of  America.  From  Bermuda,  some  were  obtained  who  went 
to  Pasquotank  River,  and  engaged  in  ship-building ;  from  New 
England,  some  few  went  to  Chowan,  and  engaged  in  planting  f 
but,  as  far  as  our  researches  have  gone,  we  can  find  but  few,  and 
those  only  of  the  poorer  class,  that  went  to  Clarendon.  Most  of 
the  emigrants  from  Massachusetts  went  to  the  shores  of  Albemarle, 
with  which  they  had  become  familiar  by  their  commercial  rela- 
tions, for  it  was  there  they  annually  went  in  their  small  craft  to 
trade ;  and  there,  if  they  wished  permanently  to  settle,  would  they 
most  naturally  plant  themselves. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1664,^  the  colony  under  Sir  John  Yea- 
mans, consisting  of  several  hundreds,  landed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Cape  Fear  and  commenced  their  settlement.  The  foundation  of  a 
town  was  laid ;  and  Mr.  Bancroft,  following  Martin,  says  that  it 
"  flourished  so  little,  that  its  site  is  this  day  a  subject  of  dispute."* 
This  is  not  quite  correct.     In  the  map  which  accompanies  the 

1 1  MartiD,  p.  142.       '  Brief  Deacription  of  the  Province  of  Carolina,  p.  2.    Ante,  p.  87; 
« Ibid.  « 1  Bancroft's  U.  S.,  p.  187. 
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•'  Brief  Description  of  the  Province  of  Carolina  on  the  Coasts  of 
•Florida,"  published  in  1666,  two  yeare  only  after  the  colonists 
landed,  and  set  forth  under  the  auspices  of  the  lords  proprietors 
themselves  to  make  known  their  proposals  to  emigrants,  the  town 
is  laid  down  with  great  distinctness.*  It  is  also  on  the  map  of 
Lawspn,  as  well  as  on  others  in  our  possession,  older  than  Law- 
son's,  and  was  in  Brunswick  county,  at  or  near  the  junction  of 
Oldtown  Creek  with  the  Cape  Fear.  Tlie  colonists  called  it 
**  (vharles-towne."  And  here,  leaving  Governor  Yeamans  for  the 
present,  to  lay  as  securely  as  he  can  the  foundations  of  his  infant 
settlement,  we  invite  the  reader  to  go  back  with  us  to  the  northern 
colony  of  Albemarle. 

Tlie  region  south  of  Albemarle,  as  far  down  as  Pamlico  and 
Xeuse,  derived  the  larger  part  of  its  first  settlers  from  the  counties 
between  the  Sound  and  Virginia.  But  before  these  commenced 
their  migration,  there  were  some  whites  there,  though  they  were 
not  English.  As  early  as  1690,  Martin  informs  us  that  some  of 
the  French  Protestant  refugees  who  had  been  sent  by  the  royal 
benevolence  to  colonize  on  James  River  in  Virginia,  had  pur- 
chased lands  on  Pamlico  and  planted  themselves  upon  them.  In 
1698,  a  few  years  later,  the  inhabitants  of  Albemarle  began  their 
settlements  on  Pamlico.  Williamson  states,  that  just  before,  the 
natives  of  that  region  had  been  visited  by  a  pestilential  fever, 
which  had  destroyed  them  in  immense  numbers.  Tliis,  for  which, 
as  usual,  he  cites  no  authority,  is  probably  incorrect ;  for  we  ap- 
prehend it  would  be  difficult  to  produce  an  instance  among  our 
jsouthern  Indians,  accustomed  from  childhood  as  they  are  to  the 
climate,  of  any  disease  like  epidemic  fever  breaking  out  among 
them  and  proving  generally  fatal.  All  the  instances  of  great  mor- 
tality among  them  seem  to  have  followed  upon  the  introduction  of 
contagious  diseases  derived  from  the  whites.  Martin,  therefore, 
is  much  more  likely  to  be  correct,  when  he  states  that  the  disease 
which  reduced  the  nation  so  sorely  was  small-pox.^  Against  this 
the  poor  creatures  had  no  knowledge  or  skill  to  oppose ;  but  as  to 
fevers,  we  learn  from  La\\:son  that,  in  general,  they  knew  how  to 
treat  those  of  the  climate  more  successfully  often  than  the  white 

»  Vide  ante,  p.  42,  for  a  fac-similo  of  the  map.  •  1  Martin,  p.  200. 
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practitioner.  At  all  events,  death  in  some  form  had  made  an 
opening  for  the  whites,  of  which,  possibly,  they  were  glad  to  take 
advantage ;  and  at  any  rate,  so  it  was  that,  in  1698,  they  began  to 
open  plantations  on  Pamlico.  That  they  were  not,  however,  very 
numerous  or  extensive,  we  may  fairly  infer  from  the  fact  that  in 
all  the  province,  about  that  time,  there  were  not  more  tlian  five 
thousand  inhabitants  ;^  and  of  these  we  know,  from  the  census  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Adams,  that  in  1707,  no  verj^  long  period  after,  Pas- 
quotank and  Currituck  alone  contained  more  than  two  thousand. 
Soon  after  these  English  settlements  on  Pamlico,  the  town  of  Bath 
was  commenced  in  1705,  and  this  was  the  first  incorporated  town 
in  Xorth  Carolina ;  for  though  settlements  had  been  made  in 
Chowan,  at  a  place  called  Queen  Anne's  Creek,  which  afterward 
became  Edenton,  yet  at  the  time  of  which  we  write  that  name  was 
unknown,  and  no  town  had  been  regulai'ly  incorporated  at  that 
locality.  Perquimans  was  the  first  county  settled,  and  Bath  the 
first  town  legally  created  in  the  State.  Forty-two  years  elapsed 
between  the  first  settlement  and  the  commencement  of  tlie  fii*st 
town.  The  country  was  wholly  agricultural,  and  the  products 
were  taken  in  vessels  directly  from  the  banks  of  the  water-courees 
on  which  the  plantations  were  almost  invariably  opened.  Hence 
tlie  slow  growth  of  our  towns. 

In  1707  came  a  second  body  of  French  emigrants,  considerable 
in  numbers,  from  the  James  Kiver  settlement  in  Virginia.  These 
had  probably  b^en  allured  by  the  representations  of  their  country- 
men who  preceded  them  in  1690  and  settled  in  Pamlico.  Tliis 
second  migration  proceeded  beyond  Pamlico,  and  made  their  home 
on  Neuse  and  Trent  rivei-s,  whence,  afterward,  some  of  them 
and  of  their  descendants  passed  over  into  what  are  now  Onslow 
and  Carteret  counties,  where  their  names  are  still  to  be  foimd. 
These  last  French  emigrants,  all  Protestants,  brought  with  them 
into  Carolina  their  clergyman,  Phillipe  de  Richebourg,  some  of 
whose  descendants  are  still  living  in  our  county  of  Buncombe.- 
After  a  time,  he,  with  a  portion  of  his  people,  proceeded  further 
south,  and  they  planted  themselves  on  the  Santee  River,  where 
De  Richebourg  died. 

1 1  Martin,  p.  211.  »  Ex  relatione  Gov.  Swain. 


86  HISTORY   OF  NORTH   CAROLINA. 

Two  or  three  years  after  this  addition  to  the  population,  in  the 
latter  part  of  1710,  a  considerable  accession  was  made,  by  tlie 
arrival  of  a  large  number  of  Germans  and  Swiss.  For  these  the 
colony  was  indebted  to  troubles  in  Europe.  The  Germans  were 
from  Heidelberg  and  its  vicinity,  on  the  Neckar,  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Baden,  and  had  been  made  the  victims  of  religious 
persecution,  because  they  could  not  change  their  creed  with  each 
successive  change  of  their  rulers.  But,  beside  this,  Heidelberg 
passed  through  many  sad  vicissitudes,  and  was  desolated  more 
than  once  by  the  horrors  of  war.  In  1022,  the  Spaniards,  under 
Tilly,  reduced  it  to  a  heap  of  ruins.  It  was  rebuilt,  and  remained 
in  peace,  though  shorn  of  much  of  its  former  greatness,  until  the 
Protestant  electoral  house  became  extinct,  when  a  bloody  war 
ensued,  and  in  1693  it  was  again  desolated,  and  its  inhabitants, 
with  those  of  the  vicinity,  to  the  number  of  many  thousands,  were 
finally  driven  from  the  palatinate,  and  forced  to  seek  a  home  in 
foreign  countries-  Great  sympathy  was  felt  for  these  poor  crea- 
tures, whose  sin  was  Protestantism  merely :  on  the  one  hand,  their 
own  elector,  who  was  a  bigoted  Romanist,  persecuted  them ;  while 
on  the  other,  the  French  army,  considering  them  simply  as  Gennans, 
plundered  them  as  enemies.  The  Queen  of  England  pitying  their 
condition,  by  her  proclamation,  in  1708,  offered  them  protection 
in  her  dominions,  and  about  twelve  thousand  of  them  went  to  Eng- 
land.   It  was  from  among  these  the  emigrants  to  Carolina  came. 

It  so  happened  that  about  the  same  time,  Christopher,  Baron  de 
Graffenreid,  a  Swiss  nobleman  from  Berne,  was  in  England,  with  a 
large  number  of  his  countrymen ;  and  they  were  anxious  to  emi- 
grate to  America.  Among  the  Swiss  gentlemen  in  London  was 
Louis  Michell.  He  knew  America  very  well,  having  spent  sev- 
eral years  in  the  country.  The  Canton  of  Berne  had  sent  him 
over,  as  an  agent,  some  yeare  before,  to  explore  and  find  a  large 
and  vacant  tract  of  land,  suitable  for  a  colony,  on  the  frontiers  of 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  or  Carolina.  He  therefore  was  no  stran- 
ger to  America.^ 

*  Some  account  of  him  may  bo  found  in  tho  history  of  Lancaster  in  Pennsylvania, 
where,  in  his  explorations,  ho  was  suspected  of  being  a  French  spy,  and  arrested.  His 
descendants  still  live  in  Newborn,  and  write  tho  name  Mitchell,  which  orthography  we 
shall  adopt. 
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De  Graffenreid  and  Mitchell  acted  together,  and  determined  on 
Carolina  as  the  locality  where  they  would  settle.  Accordingly, 
they  bought  from  the  lords  proprietors  ten  thousand  acres  of  land, 
to  be  laid  off  in  one  body,  on  or  between  the  Neuse  and  Cape 
Fear,  or  any  of  their  branches.  They  paid  twenty  shillings  ster- 
ling for  each  hundred  acres,  and  bound  themselves  to  a  quit-rent 
for  the  same,  of  sixpence  yearly  for  every  hundred.  It  was  also 
agreed  that  instructions  should  be  given  to  the  surveyor-general  to 
lay  off,  in  addition,  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  to  be  reserved 
for  them  twelve  years.  De  Graffenreid  was  also  made  a  land- 
grave. 

De  Graffenreid  and  Mitchell,  of  course,  wanted  tenants  for  their 
lands ;  and  beside,  their  own  countrymen,  the  Swiss,  were  veiy 
glad  of  the  opportunity  of  procuring  additional  colonists  from 
among  the  poor  German  palatines.  The  lords  proprietors,  of 
course,  made  no  objection,  for  it  was  their  interest  to  have  Caro- 
lina peopled.  The  queen  was  satisfied,  for  she  was  thereby  not 
only  relieving  herself  of  the  support  of  the  poor  Gennans,  but 
increasing  the  strength  of  her  American  colonies.  She  had  before 
this  appointed  commissioners  to  collect  money  for  the  Germans, 
and  provide  for  their  permanent  settlement.  A  negotiation  there- 
fore commenced  between  these  commissioners,  the  Swiss  leadei's, 
and  the  lords  proprietors.  Tlie  result  was,  that  De  Graffenreid 
and  Mitchell  agreed  to  transport  one  hundred  families  of  the  pala- 
tines (about  six  hundred  and  fifty  persons),  with  their  own  Swiss 
colonists ;  to  give  to  each  family  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land,  five  years  for  nothing,  and  after  five  years  at  a  rent  of  twc; 
pence  per  acre ;  to  furnish  them  gratis  with  tools  for  agriculture 
and  building ;  to  supply  them  also  with  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep, 
which  they  should  not  pay  for  imtil  seven  years  after  receiving 
them ;  and  to  supply  them  also  for  twelve  months  with  necessarj^ 
food  for  themselves  and  families,  which  they  should  not  pay  for 
until  the  end  of  the  second  year  after  their  aiTival. 

The  commissioners,  on  their  part,  agreed  to  give  each  colonist, 
young  and  old,  twenty  shillings  sterling  in  clothes  and  money,  and 
to  pay  De  Graffenreid  and  Mitchell  five  pounds  ten  shillings  ster- 
ling a  head  for  transportation.  Williamson,  in  his  account  of  this 
transaction,  represents  the  Germans  as  mere  "  objects  of  specula- 
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tioii "  to  the  Swiss  gentlemen.  He  states  also  that  De  (iraffenreid, 
to  whom  the  lauds  were  conveyed  hy  the  proprietors,  never  made 
a  title  to  the  Germans,  but  mortgaged  the  lands  to  Col.  Pollock, 
and  returned  to  Switzerland.  It  is  true  that,  after  his  experience 
of  Indian  treatment,  he  did  return  to  Berne  in  disgust,  that  he 
thence  wrote  to  Col.  Pollock  on  his  business,  and  that  an  answer 
was  sent  showing  his  indebtedness  to  Col.  Pollock ;  but  not  one 
word,  in  that  answer,  shows  that  Col.  Pollock's  debt  was  secured 
hy  a  mortgage  at  all.  Had  it  been,  Col.  Pollock,  we  think,  could 
have  paid  himself  what  De  Graffenreid  owed  him ;  whereas,  the 
correspondence  shows  that  he  lost  money  by  the  baron's  ungener- 
ous conduct.  Still,  we  believe  that  the  Germans  never  did  have  a 
title  to  their  lands  from  De  Graffenreid ;  but  not  exactly  on  the 
testimony  of  the  letter  alluded  to  by  Williamson.  His  careless- 
ness of  statement  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  he  actu- 
ally refers  to  a  letter,  as  authority,  which  has  no  existence.  We 
have  Col.  Pollock's  letter-book  now  before  us,  and  the  letter 
alluded  to  is  not  dated  either  on  the  day  or  even  in  the  year  stated 
by  Williamson. 

The  evidence  on  which  we  believe  the  German  palatines  had  no 
title  from  De  Graffenreid  is  to  be  found  in  the  minutes  of  the 
council.  Under  the  date  of  November  6th,  1714,  their  petition 
was  read,  setting  forth  that  they  were  "disappointed  of  the  lands," 
&c.,  which  w^re  to  be  provided  for  them,  and  praying  that  each 
family  (now^  greatly  impoverished  by  the  Indian  war)  might  have 
permission  to  take  up  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  have  two 
years'  day  of  payment  allowed  them.  Their  petition  was  granted, 
and  their  case  represented  to  the  lords  proprietors.  It  is  but  jus- 
tice to  Louis  Mitchell  to  say,  that  the  title  from  tlie  proprietors  was 
not  in  him,  but  entirely  in  De  Graffenreid. 

In  December,  1710,  these  Germans  and  Swiss  landed  at  the  con- 
fluence of  Neuse  and  Trent  Eivers,  and  the  town  of  New  Berne 
was  begxm.  Tliere  were  now,  therefore,  about  1710,  three  classes 
of  settlers  in  the  State.  First,  there  were  the  English,  on  the 
northern  side  of  Albemarle,  gradually  extending  themselves  west- 
ward beyond  Chowan  River.  Tliis  w^as  the  most  populous  part  of 
the  proWnce.  Some  of  these  people  on  Albemarle  were  also  mak- 
ing their  way  southward  toward  Pamlico,  and  settling  about 
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Bath ;  while  some  few  probably  halted  in  the  intennediate  region 
of  Tyrrel. 

Kext,  there  were  the  French  Hnguenots  of  the  two  emigrations 
from  Virginia  in  1690  and  1707.  The  first  were  on  Pamlico ;  the 
last  on  Neuse,  and  chiefly  on  Trent  River,  whence  some  of  them 
had  wandered  into  what  are  now  Onslow  and  Carteret  counties. 

Lastly  were  the  German  palatines  and  Swiss.  Of  the  former 
we  know  the  number,  six  hundred  and  fifty ;  of  the  latter  there  is 
no  certain  statement  that  we  are  aware  of,  though  they  are  said, 
in  some  documents  we  have  seen,  to  have  been  fifteen  hundred. 
These  were  on  the  land  lying  between  the  Neuse  and  Trent,  at 
and  near  their  junction ;  and  of  both  Germans  and  Swiss  many 
of  their  descendants  remain  in  that  part  of  the  state  to  this  day.^ 

At  this  time  about  halt*  of  the  Albemarle  settlement  was  com- 
posed of  Quakers,  and  probably  the  whole  population  of  the  prov- 
ince was  not  seven  thousand.  At  any  rate,  it  is  certain  that  in 
1714  it  was  but  seven  thousand  five  hundred,  though  this  small 
number  we  know  is  in  some  degree  attributable  to  the  slaughter 
and  emigration  caused  by  the  Indian  war,  then  but  just  over. 
Many  of  the  Albemarle  people  went  over  into  Vii'ginia  to  avoid 
the  horrors  of  the  war.  But  independent  of  this  testimony,  the 
revenue  of  the  country  shows  that  the  population  must  have  been 
small.  All  the  land  sales  and  quit-rents  of  the  proprietors  yielded 
them,  in  1714,  but  eleven  himdred  pounds  sterling ;  and  alter  the 
expenses  of  government  were  paid,  there  remained  for  each  pro- 
prietor a  dividend  of  net  profit  of  about  twenty  pounds  only. 
Indeed,  as  late  as  1717  there  were  but  two  thousand  taxables  in 
the  province.^ 

It  is  difficult  to  say  with  certainty  at  what  time  JEdenton  was 
commenced,  though  we  know  it  had  no  corporate  existence  until 

1  An  old  document  signed  by  the  palatines  (a  petition  to  the  king,  in  1711-12),  gives  us 
the  following  German  names  yet  familiar  in  Craven  and  the  adjacent  counties :  Eslar 
[Islerj,  Grum  [Croom?],  Renege,  Moor,  Eiback  [Hypock],  Morris,  Kin&ey,  Wallis,  Genest, 
Miller,  Walker,  Granade,  Simons  [Simmons].  Among  onr  old  records  we  also  find,  of 
the  Germans,  Martin  Francke,  Chenawolfe  [ShanawolfJ,  Physcoo  [Physioo].  Of  the 
Swiss  we  find,  Coxdailo  [Cogdell],  from  whom,  on  the  maternal  side,  descend  the  North 
Carolina  branch  of  the  fkmilies  of  Stanly  and  Badger. 

a  We  have  here  followed  the  best  authorities  we  could  find ;  though  it  is  proper  to 
add  that  Gov.  Swain  thinks  them  inaccurate,  and  that  the  population  is  considerably 
under-estimated. 
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after  Bath  was  founded.  Wheeler  refers  its  beginning  to  the  year 
1716/  though  we  are  inclined  to  think  it  may  have  been  earlier. 
Martin,  though  with  an  avowal  of  his  uncertainty,  places  it  about 
the  year  1720.^  This  is  undoubtedly  much  too  late.  The  revised 
body  of  laws  in  1715  contains  one  in  which  "the  town  called 
Edenton"  is  expressly  recognized,  and  provision  is  made  for  itsj 
enlargement ;  and  a  representative  is  allowed  it,  "  as  a  further  en- 
couragement to  the  said  town  being  the  metropolis  of  this  govern- 
ment." It  existed  therefore  before  1715 ;  and  probably,  as  Gov- 
ernor Eden  came  to  the  government  in  the  previous  year  (1714), 
the  settlement  on  Queen  Anne's  Creek  then  first  assumed  the 
name.  It  would  not  have  derived  its  name  from  him  before  he 
was  governor. 

The  next  town  that  was  established  was  in  1723 ;  this  was 
Beaufort,  in  Carteret  county;  in  the  previous  year  (1722)  the 
precinct  of  Craven  had  been  divided,  and  Carteret  was  taken  from 
it.  But  not  the  Carteret  of  this  day,  with  existing  boundaries ;  it 
embraced  all  the  country  southwest  of  it  to  the  Cape  Fear  River, 
thus  covering  both  the  present  counties  of  Onslow  and  Kew 
Ilanover. 

Tlie  population  of  Albemarle  seems  now  to  have  been  extending 
westward.  That  portion  of  it  lying  to  the  west  of  Chowan  Eiver 
was  in  the  same  year  (1723)  erected  into  the  precinct  of  Bertie. 
It  derived  its  name  from  one  of  two  lords  proprietors,  it  is  uncer- 
tain which.  James  Bertie  was  at  this  time  the  owner  of  the  origi- 
nal share  of  Lord  Clarendon,  and  Henry  Bertie  was  the  proprietor 
of  that  owned  first  by  Sir  William  Berkeley. 

But  settlements  began  now  to  extend  south  as  well  as  west. 
Tlie  Cape  Fear  had  twice  been  the  scene  of  an  misuccessful  at- 
tempt at  colonization.  The  New  England  herdsmen,  as  we  have 
seen,  had  gone  there  and  abandoned  it  before  the  grant  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  1663.  The  Barbadoes  colony  under  Yeamans  had  es- 
tablished themselves  securely,  and  might  have  remained,  had  they 
not  been  allured  by  the  supposed  superior  attractions  on  Ashley 
River.  In  1723,  when  agriculture  had  long  ceased  on  Cape  Fear, 
and  no  English  lived  there,  but  when  the  creation  of  the  precinct 
of  Carteret  brought  its  eastern  shore  within  the  government  of  the 

1  Wheeler,  p.  88.  •  1  Martin,  p.  288. 
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province  and  offered  some  protection  to  settlers,  once  morej  and 
for  the  third  time,  the  white  man  planted  himself  on  its  waters. 
This  was  a  peimanent  settlement,  and,  as  far  as  names  in  that  re- 
gion afford  the  means  of  judging,  many  of  its  first  settlers  came 
out  of  Albemarle.  Bath  and  Craven,  however,  made  their  contri- 
butions also,  and  some  came  from  what  is  now  South  Carolina. 

Matters  now  appeared  to  be  assuming  something  like  order. 
The  Indians,  who,  after  the  war  of  lYll-12  (ending  in  the  migra- 
tion of  thfe  Tuscaroras  to  If  ew  York),  never  were  able  to  gather  in 
such  strength  as  made  them  formidable,  were  still  wanderers  in 
the  province,  living,  as  a  whole,  peaceably,  and  troublesome  only 
by  reason  of  individual  depredations  and  crimes.  It  was  deemed 
best  now  to  give  to  them  extensive  territories,  marked  by  well-de- 
fined limits,  within  which  they  might  live  and  hunt  unmolested  by 
any  white  man,  while  they  were  allowed  free  permission,  under 
proper  restrictions,  to  associate  with  the  whites  in  theii*  settlements. 

The  Chowans  were  settled  on  a  tract  situated  on  Bennet  and 
Catharine  creeks.  Here  they  might  roam  undisturbed  over  more 
than  eleven  thousand  acres,  a  space  surely  ample  enough  for  a 
people  whose  fighting  men  did  not  amount  to  fifty.  Tliis  allot- 
ment of  territory,  however,  had  been  made  as  early  as  1714,  and 
was  now  confirmed  anew. 

Tlie  Core,  Cotechny,  and  Matamuskeet  Indians  were  settled  in 
Hyde  county,  around  Matamuskeet  Lake,  on  a  tract  of  ten  tliou- 
sand  acres,  where  an  agent  lived  with  them.  King  Blunt  and  his 
Indians  had  their  territory  on  the  Eoanoke.  The  Hatteras  tribe 
were  on  the  sand-banks  east  of  Pamlico  Sound.  They  were  very 
few  and  very  poor,  and  the  government,  in  their  distress,  always 
supplied  them  with  food. 

The  Poteskeet  or  Currituck  Indians  lived  on  the  banks  that  form 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county  of  Currituck,  and  had  permission  to 
hunt  there  without  molestation  from  any  Englishman. 

The  Meherrins  (who,  we  think,  were  remnants  of  tlie  Susque- 
hannocks  of  Captain  Smith  and  the  Jamestown  settlers,  one  hun- 
dred years  before)  had  their  lands  allotted  them  between  the 
Meherrin  and  Blackwater.* 

As  connected  with  the  subject  of  the  extension  and  settlement 

1  For  these  localities,  the  authority  is  the  *'  Minutes  of  CounciL*' 
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of  our  territory,  we  come  now  to  the  facts  relating  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  boundary  line  between  Carolina  and  Virginia — a  work 
which  occupied  several  years  from  its  inception  to  its  completion. 
The  second  charter  to  the  proprietor  in  1665,  as  we  have  already 
stated,  extended  the  northern  boundary  of  Carolina  to  the  Virginia 
line,  which  was  represented  as  being  in  latitude  30°  30'.  The 
words  of  the  charter  were  as  follows :  "  Extending  north  and  east- 
ward, as  far  as  the  north  end  of  Currituck  River  or  inlet,  upon  a 
strait  westerly  line  to  Wyonoak  Creek,  which  lies  within  or  about 
the  degrees  of  thirty-six  and  thirty  minutes,  northern  latitude ;  and 
so  west,  in  a  direct  line,  as  far  as  the  south  seas."  As  early  as 
1681,  our  records  show  that  this  boundarj^  was  the  subject  of  dis- 
pute, and  that  North  Carolina  prayed  the  lords  proprietors  to 
apply  to  the  crown  for  orders  to  Virginia  to  settle  it  equitably  and 
amicably.^  Again  in  1706,  North  Carolina  actually  begun  to  run 
the  line  between  Virginia  and  herself;  but  whether  with  the  co- 
operation of  her  neighbor,  or  alone,  we  cannot  tell.*  In  March, 
1709,  the  minutes  of  the  lords  proprietoi's  show  an  order  declaring 
that  the  boimdary  must  be  settled.^  It  would,  therefore,  appear 
that  the  statement  is  not  quite  correct  which  represents  Virginia 
as  having,  from  the  beginning,  sought  the  adjustment  of  this  ques- 
tion, while  North  Carolina,  from  interested  motives,  opposed  it.^ 
It  is  asserted  by  the  authority  last  cited,  and  no  doubt  tnily,  that 
in  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  boundary,  the  people  on  the  frontiers 
entered  land  and  took  out  patents  "  by  guess,"  from  the  king  or 
the-lords  proprietors,  accordingly  as  they  thought  the  lands  were 
on  the  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  line.  Equally  true  is  it  that  the 
terms  both  of  entering  and  "  seating"  lands  were  cheaper  in  Caro- 
lina than  in  Virginia,  and  that  the  taxes  were  also  less  in  the 
former  than  in  the  latter ;  and  these  considerations  may,  as  it  is 
said,  have  induced  the  northern  province  to  take  measures  for 
ascertaining  the  true  boundary.  It  is  also  true  that,  after  nego- 
tiations commenced  on  the  subject,  both  provinces  agreed  that  no 
lands  should  be  granted  by  either,  within  the  disputed  bounds  on 
the  border ;  but  it  is  not  true  that  Virginia  religiously  adhered  to 
this  agreement,  while  Carolina  did  not.     One  fact  alone  would  be 

» Chalmers'  MSS.  «  Ibid.  «  Ibid.  *  Westover  MSS.,  p.  8. 
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sufficient  to  establish  this:  when  the  line  was  run  by  the  joint 
commission  in  1729,  on  the  first  day,  March  7th,  two  thousand 
acres  of  land  and  ten  families,  which  had  been  supposed  to  be  in 
Virginia,  fell  on  the  Carolina  side :  on  the  8th  of  March,  some 
thousands  of  acres  and  five  or  six  families,  reputed  to  be  Virginian, 
were  found  to  be  in  Carolina :  on  the  9th,  the  true  line  ran  three 
miles  to  the  northward  of  that  claimed  by  Virginia :  on  the  11th, 
ten  thousand  acres  were  taken  from  what  had  been  supposed  to  be 
Virginia :  on  the  12th,  Virginia  gained  the  first  land  that  she  ob- 
tained in  the  survey.  It  consisted  of  four  or  five  small  tracts,  with 
as  many  poor  families  on  them.  On  the  13th,  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  and  three  small  families  on  the  tract,  were  found 
to  be  in  Virginiia;  while  it  was  very  evident  that  Virginia  had 
been  granting  patents  in  the  disputed  territoiy,  for  a  few  families 
to  the  soutliward  of  Northwest  Tiiver  had  such  patents.  It  is  true 
the  line  showed  the  lands  to  be  lawfully  granted,  for  they  were 
found  to  be  in  Virginia;  but  they  were  on  the  border,  in  the  dis- 
puted territory,  and  should  not,  by  agreement,  have  been  granted 
at  all  before  the  boundary  was  settled.  In  short,  without  being 
more  particular,  it  is  enough  to  say  tliat  the  line  was,  in  general, 
some  distance  northward  of  what  Virginia  claimed;  that  a  veiy 
large  body  of  territory  and  a  number  of  families  that  had  before 
been  reputed  in  Virginia,  amounting  to  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land  and  three  hundred  tithables,  were  found  to 
be  in  Carolina.^  It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  as  Virginia  claimed 
ownership  to  a  line  far  south  of  that  which  was  tnie,  Carolina 
could  not  have  made  grants,  even  if  she  wished  it,  beyond  that 
false  but  reputed  line,  without  making  such  encroachments  on 
Virginia's  supposed  territory  as  would  have  immediately  provoked 
her  resistance.  It  is  very  probable,  nay  almost  certain,  that  grants 
were  in  some  instances  made  by  both  governments  for  lands  they 
did  not  own :  under  the  circumstances  it  was  unavoidable,  and  im- 
plies no  dishonest  purpose  in  either;  but  our  council  minutes  show, 
that  in  cases  where  no  doubt  could  possibly  exist  as  to  ownership, 
Virginia  was  disposed  to  make  grants  of  lands  belonging  to  Caro- 
lina.    Orders  were  given  by  Virginia  in  1718,  before  the  boundary 

>  Report  of  N.  C.  Boundary  Commissioners.    MSS.  in  Sec.  of  Staters  office. 
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was  settled,  and  when  the  agreement  was  in  full  force  not  to  make 
grants  in  the  disputed  territory,  whereby  she  directed  her  surveyor- 
general  to  lay  oflP  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  on  Moratuc  or  Ro- 
anoke River,  beginning  at  Bridger's  Creek  and  running  up  the 
river.  This  land  was  not  only  within  the  unquestioned  boundaries 
of  Carolina,  and  not  within  the  controverted  limits,  but  had  been 
acknowledged  by  Virginia  herself  so  to  be.  Tlie  govemor  and 
council  of  North  Carolina  immediately  adopted  measures  to  stop 
the  survey ;  and,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  it  by  force.'  We  are  in- 
clined to  think  that  in  this  matter  crimination  and  recrimination 
may  be  dispensed  with. 

About  the  year  1709,  the  queen,  upon  a  report  from  Virginia, 
directed  commissioners  to  be  appointed  on  her  part  for  Virginia, 
and  the  governor  and  council  of  Carolina  appointed  Moseley  and 
Lawson,  on  their  parts,  to  run  the  line.  The  commissioners  met 
several  times,  and  those  for  Virginia  represented  to  the  queen  in 
council,  through  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  the  commissionei-s  from 
Carolina  were  influenced  by  interested  motives,  and  did  not  want 
the  boundary  settled;  that  consequently  they  interposed  all  the 
obstacles  in  their  power,  objecting  to  the  instruments,  though  they 
were  such  as  were  of  universal  use  and  approved  by  the  best 
mathematicians.  Tliey  therefore  proposed  that  the  queen  should 
direct  the  lords  proprietore  to  appoint  other  commissioners,  with 
positive  orders  to  make  the  survey  and  return  it  within  six  months. 
Her  majesty  ordered  accordingly.  We  have  never  heard  what 
Moseley  and  Lawson  said  to  this  representation,  if  indeed  they  ever 
had  an  opportunity  allowed  them  of  replying.  Both  of  them,  how- 
ever, undei'stood  tlieir  business  as  surveyoi's  well,  and,  as  we  shall 
see  hereafter,  objected,  not  without  reason,  to  these  instruments  of 
"  universal  use  and  approved  by  the  best  mathematicians."  Sub- 
sequent events  show,  either,  that  there  was  defect  in  the  instru- 
ments, or  that  the  Virginia  commissioners  did  not  know  how  to 
use  them,  while  Moseley  and  Lawson  did.^ 

At  length  the  crown,  in  1711,  directed  Spotswood,  the  governor 
of  Virginia,  to  arrange  matters  with  the  authorities  of  Carolina  for 

»  Minutes  of  Council,  Feb.  22, 1719.    MSS.  in  Secretary  of  State's  office. 
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a  joint  running  of  the  line  by  commissioners  appointed  by  each 
government ;  and  he  accordingly  wrote  to  Hyde,  who  at  once  re- 
sponded that  the  lords  proprietors  were  entirely  ready  to  enter 
upon  the  business.  Nothing,  however,  appears  to  have  resulted 
immediately  from  this  correspondence ;  and  the  queen,  in  January, 
1713,  ordered,  in  council,  that  letters  mandatory  should  be  sent  to 
the  proprietors  and  the  Governor  of  Virginia  for  the  immediate  set- 
tlement of  the  boundary.^ 

As  soon  as  Eden  was  appointed  governor,  Spotswood  wrote  to 
him,  and  Eden,  as  Hyde  had  done  before  him,  expres.sed  a  readi- 
ness to  have  the  line  run  without  delay ;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
council  of  Carolina,  in  August,  1714,  Moseley  was  required  to  de- 
liver into  the  hands  of  the  governor  his  journal,  and  all  the  docu- 
ments connected  with  his  ineffectual  attempt  to  run  the  line. 

The  queen  died  not  long  after  her  peremptory  order,  and  on  the 
accession  of  George  I.  he  was  so  much  occupied  in  providing  for 
his  Hanoverian  followers,  that  the  matter  slumbered,  and  he  trou- 
bled not  himself  with  Virginia  or  Carolina,  if,  indeed,  he  knew 
enough  of  geography  to  be  aware  of  their  existence.  The  next 
notice  we  find  of  the  subject  is  in  a  minute  of  the  Carolina  council 
of  October  30,  1718.  At  that  time,  the  governor  laid  before  the 
Board  "  several  papere,  proposals,  and  instruments  between  him- 
self and  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  toward  adjusting  and  determin- 
ing the  boundaries ;"  as  well  as  "  orders  from  the  lords  proprietors 
to  settle  the  same  agreeably  to  the  proposals  aforesaid."  Frederick 
Jones,  William  Reed,  and  Richard  Sanderson  were,  at  the  same 
meeting,  appointed  commissioners  for  Carolina ;  and  they,  together 
with  the  surveyor-general,  were  directed  to  commence  their  work 
on  the  10th  of  May,  1719.  The  terms  that  had  been  agreed  upon, 
at  an  interview  between  governors  Eden  and  Spotswood,  at  Nanse- 
mond,  were  made  in  the  spirit  of  compromise,  and  were  these: 
"That  from  the  mouth  of  Coratuck  River  or  Inlet,  and  setting  the 
compass  on  the  north  shore  thereof,  a  due  west  line  be  run  and 
fairly  marked ;  and  if  it  happen  to  cut  Chowan  River,  between 
the  mouths  of  Nottoway  River  and  Wicocon  Creek,  then  shall 
the  same  direct  course  be  continued  toward  the  mountains,  and 

>  Chalmers' MSS. 
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be  ever  deemed  the  sole  dividing  line  between  Virginia  and 
Carolina." 

"That  if  the  said  line  cuts  Chowan  Eiver  to  the  southward  of 
Wieocon  Creek,  then,  from  the  point  of  intersection,  the  bounds 
shall  be  allowed  to  continue  up  the  middle  of  the  said  Cliowan 
River,  to  the  middle  of  the  entrance  into  the  said  Wicocon  Creek  ; 
and  from  thence  a  due  west  line  shall  diyide  the  said  two  govern- 
ments." 

"  Tliat  if  a  due  west  line  shall  be  found  to  pass  through  islands, 
or  to  cut  out  small  slips  of  land,  which  might  much  more  conve- 
niently be  included  in  one  province  or  the  other,  by  natural  water 
bounds ;  in  such  cases,  the  pereons  appointed  for  running  the  line 
shall  have  power  to  settle  natural  bounds,  provided  the  commis- 
sioners of  both  sides  agree  thereto." 

These  terms  were  again  agreed  to  by  the  lords  proprietors  in 
1722 ;  but  as  late  as  July,  1724,  Virginia  had  not  acted  ;  nor  was  it 
until  the  26th  of  March,  1729,  that  the  king  in  council  approved 
the  terms  and  ordered  the  line  to  be  nm.  Commissioners  were 
then  a2)pointed  on  both  sides :  for  Virginia,  William  Byrd,  Richard 
Fitzwilliam,  and  William  Dandridge ;  and  for  Carolina,  Christo- 
pher Gale,  John  Lovick,  Edward  Moseley  (surveyor-general),  and 
William  Little.  The  surveyors  for  Virginia  were  Alexander  Irvin 
and  William  Mayo ;  the  former  of  these  was  professor  of  mathe- 
matics in  William  and  Mary  College.  Carolina  sent  as  surveyors 
Edward  Moseley  and  Samuel  Swann  ;  and  the  parties  met  on  the 
5th  of  March,  1728,  at  Currituck  Lilet.  The  first  named  of  the 
Virginia  commissioners,  Col.  Byrd,  has  left  an  amusing  account 
of  the  expedition,  perfectly  truthful  in  all  that  relates  to  the  actual 
busmess  of  the  commission  in  running  the  line,  but  in  other 
respects  not  particularly  complimentary  to  the  Carolinians.  It 
would,  however,  be  unreasonable  for  the  most  sensitive  State  pride 
to  be  seriously  angry  with  the  evidently  good-natured,  warm- 
hearted, and  jocular  Virginia  colonel,  w^ho,  while  he  sometimes 
makes  the  reader  laugh  at  his  utterances,  quite  as  often  provokes 
a  smile  at  himself.  His  clumsy  and  abortive  attemj^ts  at  humor, 
as  remarkable  for  a  want  of  refinement  as  for  the  absence  of  a 
quick  and  keen  appreciation  of  the  subtle  essence  of  genuine 
humor,  mingled  with  the  self-complacent  satisfaction  that  crops 
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out  on  every  page,  rendere  the  author  as  amusing  as  his  book.  At 
the  first  glance  it  is  seen  that  he  never  intended  his  journal  for 
publication,  and  therefore  writes  with  a  careless  abandon^ — ^now 
seriously  recording  a  fact,  and  now  chuckling  over  a  conceit  that 
has  crossied  his  mind,  and,  above  all,  presenting  some  little  incident 
or  laughable  occurrence  that,  without  such  intention  on  his  part, 
brings  out  the  picture  of  the  times,  in  habits,  thought,  and  manner, 
more  vividly  than  could  be  done  by  elaborate  description.  He 
must  have  been  a  warm-hearted,  genial  companion.  Sometimes 
his  amusement  is  to  descant,  not  without  fun-loving  exaggeration, 
upon  the  thriftless  poverty  and  unconquerable  laziness  of  the 
Carolina  borderer,  who  leans  upon  the  fence  to  smoke  his  pipe, 
while  his  wife  does  all  the  work  ;  when  he  very  well  knows  that 
the  last  half-hour's  work  of  the  surveyors  has  but  just  transferred 
the  tobacco-loving  vagrant  from  what  before  was  always  deemed 
Virginia.  He  had  too  much  solid,  sound  sense  not  to  know  that 
the  borderers  were  the  same  people  on  both  sides  of  the  boundary, 
daily  associating,  and  addicted  to  the  same  habits ;  and  that  in  no 
such  mixed  community  were  men's  morals  and  manners  regulated 
by  an  imaginary  line  across  the  district.  Sometimes,  too,  he 
lauglis  at  the  Virginians,  and,  like  an  idle  urchin  playing  with  his 
whip,  cracks  the  lash  with  equal  gusto  on  the  right  hand  and  the 
left.  There  is  no  malice  in  what  he  says;  and  to  the  country 
itself,  as  distinguished  from  these  wretched  inhabitants,  of  whose 
presence  at  that  day  there  can  be  no  doubt,  he  does  ample  justice. 
He  depicts  its  resources  in  language  as  decided  as  it  is  just,  and  de- 
clares that  there  is  no  excuse  for  want  or  beggary,  as  there  is  no 
land  which,  to  moderate  industry,  will  yield  a  richer  return.  In- 
deed, so  much  was  he  pleased  with  it,  that  he  made  himself,  by 
entry,  proprietor  of  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land,  lying  on  the 
borders  of  Virginia,  and,  as  we  believe,  in  our  present  counties 
of  Caswell  and  Eockingham,  and  called  it  "  the  land  of  Eden." 
From  Col.  Byrd's  journal,  and  that  of  the  Carolina  commissioners, 
in  our  Office  of  State,  we  get  a  very  full  and  correct  history  of  the 
running  of  our  northern  boundary  line. 

When  the  commissioners  met,  they  were  fortunately  relieved, 
by  the  terms  mutually  agreed  on,  from  tlie  settlement  of  a  very 
perplexing  question,  which  had  embarrassed  all  previous  attempts 
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to  nm  tlie  line,  and  which  was  in  trath  the  principal  cause  of  all 
the  delays  which  had  impeded  the  business  from  the  beginning. 
Gfovemors  Spotswood  and  Eden  both  saw  this,  and  therefore,  very 
wisely,  removed  the  obstacle  by  an  equitable  compromise. 

The  line  of  the  charter  was  directed  to  run  from  "  the  north 
end  of  Ooratuck  Inlet,  due  west,  to  Weyanoke  Creek,  lying 
within  or  about  the  degree  of  thirty-six  and  thirty  minutes  of 
northern  latitude;"  and  the  dispute  had  been  as  to  the  stream 
called  Weyanoke  Greek.  The  Virginians  contended  it  was  the 
same  with  Wicocon ;  the  Carolinians  affirmed  it  was  Nottoway. 
The  matter  involved  was  too  important  to  be  hastily  surrendered 
on  either  side,  for  there  was  a  territory  fifteen  miles  in  breadth 
between  the  two  localities. 

.  One  would  naturally  have  supposed  that  as  the  latitude  (36®  SC) 
was  given,  astronomical  observation  would  soon  have  settled  the 
point ;  and  so  thought  Moseley  when  he  was  out  as  a  commis- 
sioner in  1709.  The  Virginia  commissioners  then,  by  their  instru- 
,  ments,  made  the  mouth  of  the  Nottoway  River  37°  north.  Mose- 
ley insisted  that  there  was  an  error  of  30'  in  the  observation,  aris- 
ing either  from  defect  in  the  instrument,  or  ignorance  in  those 
who  used  it.  Of  course,  learned  Virginia  mathematicians  knew 
more  than  a  poor  Cai'olina  surveyor ;  and  they  would  admit  nei- 
ther defect  in  the  instrument  nor  incompetency  in  themselves. 
Moseley  then  resolved  that  he  woidd  not  sacrifice  Carolina's  rights 
to  their  ignorance,  and  refused  to  run  the  line  with  them.  Of 
course,  he  was  abused,  and.repre8ented  to  the  crown  as  dishonestly 
obstructing  the  survey,  to  advance  his  own  interests  by  entering 
lands  in  the  disputed  territory.  The  best  answer  to  this  is,  that 
all  he  ever  entered  was  undeniably  in  Carolina. 

When  the  commissioners  met  in  1729,  Moseley  again  was  one 
of  them,  and  now  he  had  his  triumph ;  for,  on  taking  the  latitude 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Nottoway,  it  was  found,  by  the  observation 
of  the  Virginia  gentlemen  as  well  as  of  the  Carolinians,  to  be  in 
36°  30'  30''  north,  thus  showing  it  to  be  30'  south  of  the  point 
named  by  the  former  Virginia  commissioners.  Col.  Byrd,  in  liis 
journal,  with  manly  frankness,  says  that  Moseley  was  not  "  in  the 
wrong  to  find  fault  with  the  quadrant  produced  by  the  surveyors 
of  Virginia,"  as  there  "  was  an  error  of  near  thirty  minutes,  either 
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in  the  instrument  or  in  those  who  made  use  of  it."  He  further 
expresses  his  opinion  that  Nottoway  was  the  stream  formerly 
known  as  Weyanoke  Creek,  and  that  this  last  was  its  name  when 
the  charter  was  granted ;  as  the  Nottoway  Indians  never  came  to 
live  upon  it  until  after  the  date  of  that  instrument ;  and  it  evi- 
dently derived  the  name  of  Nottoway  from  them. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  all  tliis  is  true,  and  that,  by  the  charter, 
our  northern  boundary  should  have  run  from  Currituck  Inlet  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Nottoway ;  but,  as  an  agreement  had  been  made 
on  the  subject  between  the  crown  and  lords  proprietors,  of  course 
the  commissioners  adhered  to  that.  Some  difference  of  opinion 
arose  in  the  outset  as  to  where  the  dividing  line  should  begin. 
This  was  finally  adjusted,  and  the  survey  commeneud.  In 
low,  marshy  country,  where  often  the  direct  line  went  foj 
through  a  quagmire,  the  expedition  went  straight  foi-w  ar 
sometimes  with  such  diflBculty  that  they  did  not  advai 
than  three  or  four  miles  a  day;  and  thus  they  continuLH 
to  go  on  until  they  reached  the  "  Great  Dismal  Swanq! 
was  an  obstacle  which  might  well  have  appalled  men 
stoutest  hearts.  Tlie  line  was  to  cross  it  from  east  to  \\m 
distance  was  of  many  miles,  no  one  knew  how  many;  it  was 
seemingly  one  continuous  quagmire  ;  no  human  being  was  known 
to  them  or  the  neighboring  inhabitants  ever  to  have  crossed  it; 
none  of  those  living  near  it  had  ever  dared  to  enter  it ;  the  cattle 
that  went  in,  sank  and  died  in  its  mire ;  and  what  dangerous  wild 
animals  might  be  within,  no  one  knew,  for  the  boldest  hunter  had 
never  ventured  to  follow  them  to  their  lair. 

It  was  on  the  14rth  of  March  they  entered  resolutely  on  the  task 
of  going  in  a  direct  line  through  the  "  Dismal."  The  party  was 
composed  of  the  surveyors,  Irvin,  Mayo,  Moseley,  and  Swann, 
with  twelve  men  to  attend  them.  Food  for  eight  days  to  each 
man,  with  the  instruments  and  other  necessaries  of  blankets,  &c., 
were  made  up  into  parcels,  thus  giving  to  each  man  a  load  to 
cany  of  from  sixty  to  seventy  pounds.  Beside  carrying  their 
burdens,  the  men  would  be  required  to  clear  the  way  for  the  sur- 
veyore,  measure  the  distances,  and  mark  the  trees  through  every 
step  of  their  wearisome  progress  in  a  bog  of  miles.  Cheerfully, 
and  with  three  huzzas,  the  party  dashed  in,  and  after  one  day's 
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hard  work,  found  they  had  run  a  mile  and  a  half^  in  every  step 
of  which  they  sank  at  least  half  leg  deep  in  mire. 

The  commissioners,  with  the  residue  of  the  men,  headed  the 
swamp,  and  arriving  on  the  western  side  after  three  or  four  days' 
travel,  there  anxiously  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  party  in  the 
swamp.  They  employed  some  of  the  men  to  patrol  on  the  west- 
em  edge,  for  a  considerable  distance  both  north  and  south,  and  to 
discharge  their  fire-arms  at  proper  distances  as  a  signal  to  those 
within.  The  20th  of  March  came,  and  still  they  had  no  tidings 
of  the  party  in  the  swamp,  and  the  commissioners  began  to  feel 
uneasy  lest  their  food  should  fail  them  before  they  could  get 
through.  It  was  the  sixth  day,  and  they  knew  that  after  the 
eightli  they  had  no  resource  but  in  a  dog  that  accompanied  them. 
Tlie  21st  came,  and  still  no  news.  On  the  22d  (the  ninth  day) 
the  patrol  returned  from  their  examination,  and  brought  no  tid- 
ings of  any  response  to  their  repeated  signals.  The  commis- 
sioners were  filled  with  anxiety  and  apprehension  for  the  fate  of 
the  party.  They  knew  that  the  food  they  took  must  be  exhausted, 
and  willingly  would  they  have  sent  men  from  the  western  side 
with  a  fresh  supply,  had  they  but  known  to  what  spot  to  send 
them ;  but  no  one  could  tell  on  what  point  the  line  would  come 
out  of  the  swamp. 

In  the  midst  of  their  concern  and  distress,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  22d,  when  they  were  fast  yielding  to  despair,  Mr.  Swann,  one 
of  the  Carolina  surveyors,  suddenly  appeared  among  them,  clothed 
in  rags  and  covered  with  mud.  He  informed  them  of  the  terrible 
work  through  which  the  party  had  gone ;  and  that,  on  the  21st, 
discovering  that  famine  was  before  them,  they,  with  one  consent, 
determined  to  abandon  the  line,  and,  by  the  help  of  the  compass, 
to  steer  due  west  for  the  highlands ;  hoping  that  it  was  not  so  dis- 
tant but  that  they  might  be  able  to  reach  it  before  they  perished 
of  hunger.  Early  the  next  morning  they  commenced  their  march 
for  life,  and  at  night  found  that,  with  all  their  exertions,  they  had 
travelled  four  miles ;  and  yet  saw  not  the  end  of  their  toils,  for 
they  were  yet  within  the  swamp.  Provisions  now  were  all  gone, 
and  despair  began  to  settle  upon  them,  when,  in  the  stillness  of 
the  night,  some  of  the  men  heard  the  lowing  of  cattle  and  the 
barking  of  dogs.    They  were  near  the  western  border,  and  did  not 
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know  it.  Cheered  now  by  certainty,  they  could  better  endure 
hunger ;  and  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  22d,  the 
whole  party  had  succeeded  in  floundering  to  the  solid  land.  The 
first  cry  of  all  was  for  food ;  this  was  promptly  supplied  by  the 
generous  hospitality  of  Mr.  Brinkley,  a  Carolinian,  whose  house 
was  near ;  and,  in  the  evening,  the  party  joined  the  commissioners. 
These,  probably,  were  the  only  human  beings  who  have  ever 
crossed  the  "  Great  Dismal"  on  a  direct  line  from  east  to  west, 
and  the  only  ones  who  ever  crossed  it  at  all,  if  we  except  those 
who  traversed  it  for  twenty  miles  from  south  to  north  in  laying 
out  the  canal  which  unites  Albemarle  Sound  with  the  Chesapeake. 
This  work  was  begun  in  1787,  under  a  joint  charter  from  Virginia 
and  Carolina,  and  was  of  such  extraordinary  diflSculty  that  it  has 
been  completed  only  within  a  few  years. 

The  surveyors  reported  that  they  had  run  and  marked  the  line 
for  ten  miles,  and  supposed  that  the  spot  at  which  they  stopped 
was  five  miles  from  the  western  border.  The  surveyors  (Mayo 
and  Swann)  and  the  men,  after  three  days'  rest,  entered  the  swamp 
again,  on  the  western  side,  on  Monday  the  25th  of  March,  and, 
following  the  path  by  which  they  had  emerged,  reached  in  the 
evening  the  point  where  they  had  discontinued  their  labors.  Not- 
withstanding the  fatigue  and  suffering  of  the  men  of  the  party,  all 
but  two  very  cheerfully  obeyed  the  order  to  go  back ;  and  of  these 
two,  both  were  willing  to  go,  but  one  was  lame  and  the  other  sick, 
so  the  commissioners  forbade  their  going.  Tliey  seemed  anxious 
to  have  it  in  their  power  to  say  they  ran  the  line  through  the 
"  Great  Dismal :"  to  a  woodman,  this  was  glory.  On  the  29th, 
the  surveying  party  came  once  more  out  of  the  swamp,  having 
completed  the  line  by  compass,  and  found  the  whole  width,  where 
they  had  crossed  it,  to  be  fifteen  miles.  When  the  line  was 
brought  out  on  the  western  side,  one  important  discovery  was  im- 
mediately made,  to  the  great  mc»rtification  of  the  Virginia  gentle- 
men :  it  was,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  territory  which  had  been 
controverted  was  likely  to  be  left  in  Carolina. 

The  survey  was  continued  without  any  remarkable  incident 
until  the  5th  of  April,  at  which  time  the  line  had  been  run  a  dis- 
tance of  seventy-three  miles  and  a  fraction.  Tlie  expedition  then 
broke  up  for  the  season,  with  an  agreement  to  meet  at  tliat  spot 
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and  resume  their  work  on  the  10th  of  the  following  September : 
this  was  subsequently  altered,  by  agreement,  to  the  20th,  when 
the  parties  met  and  recommenced  the  survey.  This  was  continued 
by  them,  jointly,  until  the  5th  of  October,  when  the  whole  length 
run  was  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles,  and  at  least  fifty 
miles  west  of  the  residence  of  any  white  inhabitant  Here  the 
Carolina  commissioners  declined  going  further,  and  were  joined  in 
their  purpose  by  Mr.  Fitzwilliam,  one  of  the  Virginia  commission- 
ers. The  reason  assigned  for  it  was,  that,  for  a  long  time  to  come, 
it  would  not  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  exact  boundary  further ; 
and  whenever  it  should  be,  as  the  real  difficulties  in  the  commence- 
ment had  been  overcome,  common  surveyors  could,  at  much  less 
expense,  extend  the  line  westward.  This  was  embodied  in  a  pro- 
test by  the  Carolina  commissioners,  against  the  legality  of  an  ex- 
tension of  the  line  by  the  Yirginia  gentlemen  without  their  co- 
operation ;  to  which  the  Virginia  commissioners  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  Mr.  Fitzwilliam)  filed  a  counter-protest,  and  the  parties 
separated.  Colonel  Byrd,  with  his  surveyors,  went  on  with  the 
line  until  lie  had  gone  a  distance  from  the  beginning  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  miles  and  a  fraction,  and  about  seventy-two 
miles  beyond  the  point  where  the  Carolina  commissioners  had  left 
him.  It  was  now  the  26th  of  October,  when  he  retraced  his  steps 
homeward. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Fontaine,  jr.,  accompanied  the  Virginia  com- 
missioners as  a  chaplain  ;  and  in  a  letter  from  him  to  a  relative, 
we  find  the  accompanying  rough  sketch  of  the  survey.^ 

In  concluding  this  department  of  our  book,  it  only  remains,  very 
briefly,  to  present  the  reader  with  a  mere  summary  of  what  was 
tlie  condition  of  the  State  in  respect  to  its  settlements  during  the 
proprietary  rule. 

The  first  division  of  the  country  was  into  two  counties :  these 
were  Albemarle  and  Clarendon.  To  these,  Bath  was  afterward 
added  ;  and  Clarendon,  in  1690,  was  abandoned,  and  ceased  to 
have  a  government. 

.Albemarle  contained  six  precincts :  these  were  Currituck,  Pas- 
quotank, Perquimans,  and  Chowan,  all  lying  north  of  the  Sound, 
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and  Bertie  and  T^rrel.  Its  population  in  1729  was  about  seven 
thousand. 

Bath  had  four  precincts :  these  were  Beaufort,  Hyde,  Craven, 
and  Carteret.  The  population  in  1729  was  about  twenty-five  hun- 
dred. 

Clarendon,  or  rather  what  was  Clarendon,  had,  as  such,  no  pre- 
cinct. Carteret  precinct  was  made  to  extend  to  the  Cape  Fear ; 
afterward,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  proprietary  rule,  New  Hanover 
was  made  a  precinct  on  the  Cape  Fear,  in  consequence  of  settlers 
removing  there,  and  left  a  large  body  of  unoccupied  land  be- 
tween it  and  the  inhabited  parts  of  Carteret :  that  land  is  now 
Onslow  county.  In  1729,  the  population  of  New  Hanover  did  not 
exceed  five  hundred.  The  total  population  of  the  province  was 
about  ten  thousand.  There  were  five  towns,  all  small  and  of  little 
importance :  Bath  on  Pamlico  River,  Newbem  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Neuse  and  Trent,  Edenton  on  the  Chowan,  Beaufort  on  Core 
Sound,  and  Brunswick  on  the  Cape  Fear,  sixteen  miles  below  the 
present  town  of  Wilmington,  which  was  laid  oif  by  Col.  Maurice 
Moore  in  1725.  Of  this  last,  nothing  now  remains  but  the  walls  of 
the  old  church  and  the  grave-stones  of  the  dead.  Of  these,  Eden- 
ton was  called  "  the  metropolis."  The  legislature  met  here  in  the 
latter  times  of  the  proprietors.  It  contained  forty  or  fifty  houses, 
and  brick  chimneys  were  rare.  Here  also  the  general  court  held 
its  semi-annual  sessions.  The  court-house,  according  to  Col.  Byrd, 
had  "  much  the  air  of  a  common  tobacco-house ;"  and  he  adds  his 
belief,  that  "  this  is  the  only  metropolis  in  the  Christian  or  Mahom- 
etan world  where  there  is  neither  church,  chapel,  mosque,  syna- 
gogue, or  any  other  place  of  public  worship  of  any  sect  or  religion 
whatsoever."  He  should  also  have  added,  that  though  there  was 
no  house  of  worship,  yet  divine  service  was  frequently  held  there 
during  the  last  years  of  the  proprietary  government;  but  this 
would  have  been  to  exhibit  too  great  an  act  of  self-denial  on  the 
part  of  the  worthy  old  Virginian,  in  the  loss  of  an  opportunity  to 
indulge  in  a  good-natured,  and  not  undeserved,  laugh  at  the  Caro- 
linians, and  their  ambitious  "  metropolis." 
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No.  I. 

Sykopsis  of  thb  two  Charters  granted  by  Kino  Charles  II.  to  the 
Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina. 

[These  documents  are  so  easily  accessible  in  other  publications,  that  it 
was  thought  best  not  to  encumber  the  volume  by  a  reprint  of  them  in  full. 
They  may  both  be  found  in  the  second  volume  of  the  "  Revised  Statutes  of 
North  Carolina,"  printed  in  1837 ;  and  in  the  first  volume  of  "The  Statutes 
at  large  of  South  Carolina,"  published  under  the  authority  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  State  in  1836.] 


FirU  Charter,  March  20,  1662-8. 

§  1.  The  proprietors  therein  named 
having  besought  K.  Charles  II.  for  leave 
to  make  a  colony  in  America,  on  lands 
not  yet  cultivated  or  planted  ; 

§  2.  The  king  grants  to  them  all  that 
territory  in  America  from  81  to  86  de- 
grees, N.  latitude,  and  extending  west- 
ward as  far  as  the  Soath  Sea  [Pacific] . 

§  3.  Grants  church  patronage,  juris- 
diction, privileges,  prerogatives,  royal- 
ties, liberties,  immunities,  and  franchises 
of  what  kind  soever,  in  the  territory 
granted. 

§  4.  To  use  and  enjoy  the  same  in  as 
ample  manner  as  the  Bishop  of  Durham 
exercises  and  enjoys  his  Hghte  .*  and 
creating  them  lords  proprietors,  to  hold 
in  free  and  common  soccage. 

§  6.  Territory  thus  granted  erected  in- 
to a  province,  and  called  Cktrolina.  Power 
granted  to  proprietors  to  enact  laws  ac- 
cording to  their  best  discretion,  **  of  and 
with  the  advice,  assent,  and  approbation 
of  the  free  men  of  the  said  province,  or 
of  the  greater  part  of  them,  or  of  their 
delegates  or  deputies;"  whom  the  pro- 
prietois  shall  from  time  to  time  assemble 
for  that  purpose.  Power  to  appoint 
judges,  justices,  magistrates,  and  officers 
to  execute  the  laws. 

§  6.  Until  assemblies  of  freeholders 
can  convene,  lords  proprietors  author- 
ized to  make  orders  and  ordinances  to  be 


Second  Charter,  June  30,  1605. 

§  1.  Recites  the  former  charter  and  the 
names  of  the  proprietors  to  whom  was 
granted  all  that  territory,  which,  in  ihit 
section,  U  ealla  Caeouna. 

§  2.  Enlarges  the  bounds  of  the  grant ; 
includes  aU  between  29°  and  86°  SO'  N.  lati- 
tude, extending  westward  to  the  South 
Sea. 


§8.  ITietame. 


§4.  Makes  the  increase  of  territory 
(under  §  2  above)  a  part  of  Ocarolim, 
Power  to  *^make  several  counties,  baronies, 
and  colonies,  of  and  within  the  territories 
granted  by  both  charters,  with  several  and  dis- 
tinct Jurisdictions,  powers,  liberties,  and  prim- 
leges.**  Power  to  establish  courts,  and  ap- 
point judges,  justices,  magistrates,  and 
officers  to  execute  the  laws. 
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obeyed  as  laws :  snch  orders,  &c.,  to  be 
reasonable,  and,  as  near  as  may  be, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England. 

§  7.  license  given  to  the  king's  liege 
people  to  transport  themselves  to  the 
province  :  to  continue  to  be  of  the  king's 
allegiance,  and  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren to  remain  in  the  rights  of  subjects 
of  England. 

§  8.  License  granted  to  trade,  to 
freight  to  every  port,  and  transport 
goods,  Vares,  and  merchandise,  saving 
to  the  king  his  customs  and  duties. 
Might  also,  under  certain  circumstances, 
ship  to  foreign  friendly  ports. 

§  9.  Sundry  enumerated  articles  may 
be  imported  or  exported  duty  free  ;  viz. , 
silks,  wines,  currants,  raisins,  capers, 
wax,  almonds,  oil,  and  olives. 

§  10.  Seaports  and  harbors  may  be 
constituted. 

*  §  11.  Subsidies  and  customs  on  ports 
and  harbors  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  lords 
proprietors. 

§  1*2.  The  lords  proprietors  may  grant 
the  premises  in  fee  simple,  fee  tail,  for 
life,  or  for  years,  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons, to  be  held  of  the  proprietors :  the 
statute  of  quia  emptara^  or  any  other  law, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

§  18.  Lords  proprietors  may  confer  any 
titles  of  honor,  provided  they  be  not  such 
as  are  used  in  England. 

§  14.  Power  granted  to  lords  proprie- 
tors to  erect  forts,  castles,  cities,  towns, 
fortifications,  &c. 

§  16.  Power  given  to  levy,  muster,  and 
train  men,  and  to  make  war,  by  sea  and 
land. 

§  16.  Power  g^ven  to  declare  martial 
law,  in  case  of  rebellion,  tumult,  or  sedi- 
tion. 

§  17.  The  inhabitants  of  Carolina  not 
to  be  reputed  a  part  of  any  other  colony 
in  America,  nor  to  be  subject  to  its  gov- 
ernment in  any  thing  ;  but  to  be  abso- 
lutely separate,  and  subject  immediately 
to  the  crown  of  England  only,  and  not  to 
be  answerable  in  any  suit  or  complaint 
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out  of  the  pro^rince,  except  in  England 
only. 

§  18.  The  lords  proprietors  empowered 
to  grant  liberty  of  conscience  ;  but  per- 
sons thus  indulged  are  to  declare  all 
fidelity,  loyalty,  and  obedience  to  the 
king ;  and  not  disturb  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  pro?ince  in  matters  civil  or 
ecclesiastical ;  nor  reproach  the  liturgy 
or  forms  of  the  Church  of  England,  or 
any  one  using  them. 


§  19.  In  cases  of  doubt,  that  interpre- 
tation to  be  given  to  the  charter  which 
will  be  most  fayorable  to  the  lords  pro- 
prietors. 


Second  Charter. 


§  18.  The  first  part  in  the  same  words. 
The  last  clause  declares  that  no  person 
shall  be  in  any  way  molested  for  differ- 
ence of  opinion  or  practice  in  matters  of 
religion  who  does  not  actually  disturb  the 
civil  peace  of  the  colony  ;  but  may  at  all 
times  quietly  enjoy  his  judgment  and 
conscience  in  matters  of  religion,  he  be- 
having peaceably  and  not  using  his  lib- 
erty to  licentiousness,  nor  to  the  civil 
injury  or  outward  disturbance  of  others. 

§  19.  Hie  tame. 
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GREAT  DEED  OF  GRANT. 

George,  duke  of  Albemarle,  master  of  his  majesty's  horse ;  Edward,  earl 
of  Clarendon ;  William,  earl  of  Craven ;  John,  Lord  Berkeley ;  Anthony, 
Lord  Ashley,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  Sir  George  Carteret,  vice- 
charaberlain  of  his  majesty's  household  ;  Sir  William  Berkeley,  knight ; 
and  Sir  John  Colleton,  baronet ;  the  true  and  absolute  lords  proprietors 
of  all  the  province  of  Carolina. 

To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Samuel  Stephens,  Esq.,  governor  of  our 
county  of  Albemarle,  and  the  isles  and  islets  within  ten  leagues  thereof; 
and  to  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  councillors  and  assistants  to  our  said 
governor:  Greeting. 

Whereas  we  have  received  a  petition  from  the  grand  assembly  of  our 
county  of  Albemarle,  praying  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  may 
•hold  their  lands  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Virgim'a  hold  theirs ;  and  forasmuch  as  the  said  county  doth  border  upon 
Virginia,  and  is  much  of  the  same  nature.  We  are  content  and  do  grant, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  do  hold  their  lands  of  us,  the  lords 
proprietors,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Virginia  hold  theirs :  Wherefore^  be  it  known  unto  all  men,  by  these  pres- 
ents, That  we,  the  said  lords  and  absolute  proprietors  of  the  county  within 
the  province  aforesaid,  have  given,  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  give 
and  grant,  full  power  and  authority  unto  you,  the  said  governor,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  our  council,  or  the  major  part  thereof  or  to  any  gov- 
ernor for  the  time  being,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  by  us  appointed,  full 
power  and  authority,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  our  council  then  being,  or 
the  major  part  thereof,  to  convey  and  grant  such  proportions  of  land,  as,  by 
our  instructions  and  concessions,  annexed  to  our  commission,  bearing  date 
in  October,  Anno  Dom.  1667,  we  have  appointed,  to  such  persons  as  shall 
come  into  our  said  county  to  plant  or  inhabit ;  to  be  held  of  us,  our  heirs 
and  assigns,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  that  land  is  at  present 
usually  granted  in  Virginia;  any  thing  in  our  instructions  and  concessions 
aforesaid  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding :  And  we  do  hereby  declare  and 
consent,  that  the  warrant  to  the  surveyor  for  the  laying  out  of  said  land, 
and  the  return  thereon,  being  registered,  and  also  the  grant  of  you  our  said 
governor  and  council,  that  shall  be  where  such  land  is  due,  having  the  seal 
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of  the  country  afiixed  to  it,  and  signed  by  yourself  and  major  part  of  our 
council  for  the  time  being,  being  registered,  shall  be  good  and  effectual  in 
law,  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  said  land  or  plantation,  and  all  the  benefits 
and  profits  of,  and  in  the  same  (except  one  half  of  all  gold  and  silver  mines), 
to  the  party  to  whom  it  is  granted,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  he  or  they 
performing  the  conditions  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands,  and  great  seal  of  our  province,  the  first  of  May, 
Anno  Dom.  1668. 

Albbmarle,         Craven, 
Berkeley,  Ashley, 

Carteret,  Colleton. 


No.  m. 


[That  the  reader  may  form  for  hhnself  an  opinion  as  to  the  state  of  society 
during  the  rule  of  the  lords  proprietors,  as  well  as  deduce,  from  the  original 
documents,  an  idea  of  matters  connected  with  the  jurisprudence  of  the  coun- 
try, we  here  subjoin  extracts,  under  various  heads,  from  the  records  of  judi- 
cial proceedings  that  have  come  to  our  hands,  as  the  most  authentic  memo- 
rials of  long-buried  times,  whereof  there  is  no  longer  a  living  remembrancer. 
Curious  as  some  of  them  are  to  the  mere  antiquary,  a  more  abiding  interest 
will  belong  to  them  in  the  mind  of  the  Carolinian,  who  remembers  as  he 
reads,  that  he  is,  as  it  were,  living  and  moving  among  his  own  forefathers.] 

From  the  Becords  of  the  General  Court, 

Attorneys  of  the  Court. 

1695. — Ordered  that  the  marshal  take  into  custody  Stephen  Manwaring, 
and  him  safely  keep,  until  he  shall  find  surety  for  his  appearance  the  second 
day  of  the  next  general  court,  to  answer  for  his  contemptuous  and  insolent 
behavior  before  the  court,  and  to  be  of  good  abearance  in  the  mean  time. 


Whereas,  it  appears  unto  this  court  that  Stephen  Manwaring  hath  been  a 
jnr}'man  in  the  precinct  court  of  Perquimmons,  in  a  cause  wherein  he  was 
before  retained  as  an  attorney :  ordered  that  the  said  Stephen  Manwaring  be 
not  suffered  to  plead  as  an  attorney  in  any  court  in  this  government 

Upon  the  humble  petition  of  Stephen  Manwaring,  praying  that  he  may 
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have  until  the  fifth  day  of  the  next  general  court  to  make  proof  that  he  in- 
formed the  court  of  his  being  of  council  in  the  above-mentioned  cause  be- 
fore he  was  sworn  of  the  jury ;  the  above  order  is  suspended  until  the  fifth 
day  of  the  next  general  court,  that  the  said  Stephen  Manwaring  may  make 
proof  of  his  above-mentioned  assertion. 

1697. — ^Whereas,  at  a  general  court,  holden  the  26th  day  of  February, 
1695,  Stephen  Manwaring  was,  by  order  of  the  said  court,  disabled  from 
pleading  as  an  attorney  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  government ;  which 
order  was  suspended  upon  the  petition  of  said  Manwaring,  and  day  given  him 
to  the  tlien  next  genera!  court  to  clear  himself  from  the  information  then 
brought  against  him ;  which  he,  the  said  Manwaring,  not  having  done,  the 
said  order  passed  against  him  is  hereby  revived  and  confirmed.  And  it  is 
hereby  ordered  that  the  said  Stephen  Manwaring  shall  not  be  from  hence- 
forth permitted  to  plead  as  an  attorney  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  gov- 
ernment. 


1695. — Whereas,  Col.  Wm.  Wilkison  and  Capt  Henderson  Walker  have 
oficred  sundry  aflfronts  to  the  members  of  this  court ;  ordered  that  neither 
the  said  Col.  Wm.  Wilkison,  nor  the  said  Henderson  Walker  from  henceforth 
be  allowed  to  plead  as  attorneys  in  this  court  in  any  person's  cause,  except 
in  the  cause  of  such  persons  as  have  not  their  residence  in  this  government. 

Col.  William  Wilkison  comes  abruptly  into  the  room  where  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Harvey,  Esq.,  deputy-governor  and  council  were,  and  there  using 
some  violent  discoui-se,  was  desired  to  give  some  of  the  council  liberty  to 
speak,  and  replied,  "  I  have  given  you  all  too  much  liberty,  and  especially  to 
you," — directing  his  speech  to  the  Hon.  Daniel  Akehurst. 


Summary  PROOEEDiNa  for  a  False  Accusation. 

1697. — ^Francis  Johnson,  bound  over  to  prosecute  his  information  against 
William  Steele,  William  Lee,  and  John  Spelman  for  their  contemning  the 
Right  Hon.  the  governor's  warrant,  comes  and  makes  no  proof  of  his  said 
information ;  therefore,  the  said  William  Steele,  William  Lee,  and  John 
Spelman  upon  their  petition  are  discharged.  And  proof  being  made  to  the 
hon.  court  that  the  said  Francis  Johnson  had  broken  open  and  concealed  a 
letter  directed  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  Archdale,  Esq.,  governor,  sent  by  the 
said  William  Steele,  wherein  he  did  show  cause  for,  and  humbly  excuse  his 
not  appearing  to  answer  upon  the  aforementioned  warrant : 
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Ordered  that  the  said  Francis  Johnson  be  punished  by  receiving  thirty-nine 
stripes  on  his  bare  back,  well  laid  on,  during  the  court  sitting. 


Procbedinos  on  an  "  Information  "  against  a  Militia-man. 

1714. — Daniel  Richardson,  Esq.,  attorney-general,  comes  to  prosecute  an 
information  against  Moses  Oliver,  and  saith  that  he,  the  said  Moses,  being  a 
military  soldier  under  the  command  of  Captain  Henry  Bonner,  on  or  about 
the  16th  of  August,  1714,  was  warned  and  lawfully  summoned  by  the  said 
Captain  Bonner  to  appear  at  the  town  old-field,  with  well-fixed  arms,  and 
prepared  to  march  out  against  the  Indians ;  did  refuse  to  go,  in  contempt  of 
the  laws  of  this  province ;  and  did,  at  the  same  time,  utter  and  speak  wicked 
and  seditious  words,  viz. :  **  By  G-d,  he  woqid  not  go,  and  that  ho  would 
withstand  the  power,"  or  words  of  that  import :  which  actings  are  against 
the  peace  of  our  sovereign  lady,  the  queen,  and  against  the  laws  in  the  said 
case,  made  and  provided.  And  the  said  Moses  Oliver,  in  person  came,  and 
confessed  to  the  said  information.  Ordered  that  he  be  publicly  whipped,  by 
receiving  twenty  lashes  on  his  bare  back ;  and  that  ho  give  security  for  his 
good  behavior  till  the  next  general  court,  and  his  appearance  at  the  same. 


Abatement  of  a  Suit  by  Reason  of  the  Plaintiff's  Outlawry. 

1722. — And  now  here  at  this  day,  came  the  said  Robert  Peyton,  by 
Daniel  Richardson  his  attorney,  to  prosecute  his  suit  against  Thomas  Swann, 
for  speaking  and  uttering  divers  false  and  scandalous  words  (to  wit),  that 
he,  meaning  the  said  Robert  Peyton,  and  speaking  of  him  as  he  had  served 
as  foreman  of  a  jury  in  Curratuck,  "  was  forsworn^  and  made  the  rest  of  the 
jury  forswear  themselves  ;'^  from  which  said  false  and  scandalous  words,  the 
said  Peyton  saith  he  hath  damage  to  the  sum  of  £100,  and  therefore  brings 
this  suit,  &c. 

And  the  said  Thomas  Swann,  in  his  own  proper  person  [he  was  one  of 
the  attorneys  of  the  province]  comes  and  defends  the  force  and  injury,  <fec., 
and  for  plea  says,  that  the  said  Peyton,  his  action  aforesaid,  against  him  the 
said  Swann,  ought  not  to  have  and  maintain  ;  and  for  proof  thereof,  pro- 
duces here  in  court  a  certificate  under  the  colony  seal  of  his  majesty's  do- 
minion of  Virginia,  whereby  the  said  Peyton  appears  to  be  outlawed  by  the 
general  court  of  the  said  province.  Whereupon  the  plaintiff  prays  leave  to 
discontinue  his  suit.    Wherefore  it  is  considered  that  the  said  Peyton  may 

Vol.  IL— 8 


114  HISTORY   OF   NORTH    CAROLINA. 

go  from  hence  in  mercy,  and  the  said  Swann  may  go  without  day.   And  that 
the  said  Peyton  pay  costs — alias  [used  probably  for  aliter]  execution. 

[It  is  here  observable  that  the  court  in  Carolina  seems  to  have  given  "fiill 
faith  and  credit"  to  the  Virginia  record  under  the  colony  seal.] 


Proceedings  in  the  General  Court  on  a  Writ  of  Error. 

1723. — John  Gray,  of  Bertie  precinct,  gentleman,  comes  to  prosecute  his 
appeal  from  certain  proceedings  had  against  him  at  the  Precinct  Court  of 
Bertie,  on  Tuesday  the  14th  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  1723,  at  the  suit  of 
John  Cotton,  Esq. 

And  the  said  John  Gray,  by  Edward  Moseley  his  attorney,  brings  into 
court  here  a  copy  of  the  record  and  proceedings  of  the  said  court,  in  these 
words,  viz. : 

At  a  court  held  for  the  said  precinct,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Howard, 
at  Akotsky,  on  Tuesday  the  14th  of  May,  1723  : 

Present,  His  Majesty's  Justices. 

Gborqe,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  etc. 
To  the  Provost- MarsTial  or  Deputy^  greeting : 

We  command  you  to  attach  the  body  of  John  Gray,  gent.,  if  he  be 
found  in  this  precinct,  so  as  to  have  him  before  our  justices  at  our  next 
coui-t,  to  be  holden  for  the  said  precinct  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  May 
next ;  then  and  there  to  answer  imto  John  Cotton,  Esq.,  in  an  action  of 
detinue :  damage  forty  pounds.  Herein  fail  not,  and  have  you  there  this 
writ. 

Dated  at  the  clerk's  office,  this  20th  day  of  February,  1723. 

R.  Foster,  Clerk  of  the  Court. 
Kxocntcd  by  T.  Squires.  Deputy  Marahal. 

Declaration, 
John  Cotton,  Esq.,  complains  against  John  Gray,  gent.,  in  custody,  etc., 
of  a  plea  that  he,  the  said  defendant,  render  unto  him,  the  said  plaintiff,  one 
patent  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  ground,  situate,  lying,  and  being 
in  the  precinct  of  Chowan,  dated  the  30th  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-two,  at  the  precinct  of  Bertie  aforesaid,  whereof 
the  said  defendant  now  and  hitherto  is  possessed,  and  doth  keep  the  said 
patent.  Nevertheless  the  said  defendant,  although  he  well  knew  the  said 
patent  to  be  the  plaintiffs  proper  patent,  and  by  the  plaintiff  hath  been  often 
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requested  to  deliver  the  same,  would  not  deliver  the  said  patent,  but  always 
hath  denied,  and  still  doth  deny,  to  deliver  it  to  the  plaintiff,  to  his  damage 
forty  pounds,  and  therefore  he  brings  suit 

Thomas  Hennbm an,  pro  pPff. 
Endorsed, — "  I  do  not  detain  the  patent. — John  Gray." 

Geoboe,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  etc. 

To  the  Provoit- Marshal  of  Albemarle  county^  or  Deputy, 

We  command  you  to  summon  George  Wynn,  personally  to  be' and  ap- 
pear before  our  justices  at  our  court,  to  be  held  for  Bertie  precinct,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  May  next,  then  and  there  to  testify  the  truth,  according 
to  his  knowledge,  in  a  certain  cause  now  depending,  and  then  and  there  to 
be  tried,  between  John  Cotton,  Esq.,  plaintiff,  and  John  Gray,  gent,  de 
fendant :  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  sub-posna  one  hundred  pounds. 

Dated,  Ac,  19th  of  February,  1728. 

In  the  action  of  detinue  brought  by  John  Cotton,  plaintiff,  against  John 
Gray,  defendant,  for  forty  pounds  damage  for  detaining  a  patent  belonging 
to  the  plaintiff,  as  by  the  said  declaration  is  set  forth,  to  which  declaration 
the  defendant  pleads  non  detinetj  which  issue  the  plaintiff  joined  ;  whereupon 
a  jury  was  impannelled  and  sworn  to  try  the  same,  viz.,  John  Spier,  Wil- 
liam Pagett,  (frc,  &c.,  who,  after  hearing  the  evidence  and  arguments  on 
both  sides,  withdrew,  and  in  a  short  time  after  came  again  into  court,  and 
returned  their  verdict  in  these  words,  viz. :  "  We  of  the  jury  find  for  the 
plaintiff  twenty  shillings  damages,  with  costs, — John  Spier,  foreman ;"  which 
verdict,  on  the  plaintiff's  motion,  is  ordered  to  be  recorded,  and  is  recorded. 
Whereupon  the  defendant  prayed  an  appeal  from  the  said  judgment,  which 
is  granted,  he  giving  security  as  the  law  directs ;  and  security  was  accord- 
ingly given.  And  now  the  defendant,  John  Gray,  saith  that  in  the  record 
and  process  aforesaid,  <kc.,  it  is  manifestly  erred. 

First  in  this,  that  is  to  say,  because  it  doth  not  appear  in  the  said  John 
Cotton's  declaration,  that  he,  the  said  Johfl  Cotton,  or  his  ancestors,  were 
ever  possessed  of  the  said  patent  in  the  said  declai'ation  specified. 

Secondly,  in  this  also  it  is  erred  :  because  the  said  verdict  is  defective  and 
insufficient,  not  finding  any  thing  certain. 

Thirdly,  in  this  also  it  is  erred :  because  the  jury  have  not  found  in  their 
verdict,  the  value  of  the  thing  supposed  to  be  detained. 

Fourthly,  in  this  also  it  is  erred  :  because  in  the  record  of  the  proceedings, 
it  is  stated  that  the  defendant  prayed  "  an  appeal  from  the  said  judgment, 
which  is  granted,"  when  by  the  same  record  no  judgment  appears  to  have 
been  given  or  entered. 
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And  for  these  causes  and  others  in  the  said  record,  the  judgment  given  in 
the  same  cause  (if  any)  against  the  said  John  Gray ;  and  all  thereupon  do- 
pending,  in  form  aforesaid  exhibited,  is  not  suflScient  in  law :  and  prayeth 
that  the  said  judgment  (if  any  be  given),  for  the  errors  aforesaid,  and  others 
in  the  record  and  process  aforesaid,  be  reversed,  annulled,  and  utterly  holden 
for  none;  and  that  he,  unto  all  which,  by  occasion  of  the  same  judgment  (if 
any  be  given)  he  lost,  he  be  restored,  &c. 

And  the  said  John  Cotton,  by  Thomas  Ilenneman  his  attorney  appeared, 
and  the  record  and  proceedings  aforesaid  being  seen,  and  tlie  errors  argued, 
and  by  the  court  here  diligently  examined  and  fully  understood ;  it  seemed 
to  the  court  here  that  there  is  manifest  error  in  the  same. 

Wherefore  it  is  considered  and  ordered  that  the  said  John  Gray  be  restored 
to  all,  that  by  means  of  the  said  proceedings  in  the  said  court  against  him, 
he  hath  lost;  and  that  the  said  proceedings  be  reversed  and  annulled,  and 
that  the  said  John  Cotton  pay  costs,  alias  [aliter  .^]  execution. 


[We  have  presented  the  whole  record  of  the  general  court  in  this  case, 
that  the  reader  might  see  the  forms  of  writ  and  subpoena  in  use,  as  set  forth 
in  the  record  from  the  precinct  court.  It  furnishes  also,  incidentidly,  evi- 
dence that  the  practice  of  the  day  seems  to  have  been,  in  the  precinct  court, 
to  endorse  the  pleas  on  the  declaration.  It  illustrates,  also,  the  formality 
with  which  the  minutes  of  proceedings  were  kept  in  the  general  court. 
There  are  numerous  other  cases  to  be  found,  more  full  even  than  this,  and 
where  the  errors  assigned  involved  some  interesting  and  really  doubtful  points 
of  law ;  but  we  selected  this,  as  being  one  of  the  shortest,  and  yet  sufficient 
for  all  purposes  of  illustration.  We  now  turn  to  the  records  of  the  criminal 
tribunal.] 


No.  IV. 
From  the  Records  of  the  General  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 

Indictment  for  Witchcraft. 

16OT. — The  jurors  for  our  sovereign  lady,  the  queen,  present  upon  their 
oaths  that  Susannah  Evans  of  the  precinct  of  Curratuck  in  the  county  of 
Albemarle,  in  the  aforesaid  province,  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  her 
eyes,  but  being  led  by  the  instigation  of  the  devil,  did,  on  or  about  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  July  last  past,  the  body  of  Deborah  Bourthier,  being  then 
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in  the  peace  of  our  sovereign  lady  the  queen,  devilishly  and  maliciously  be- 
witch, and  by  assistance  of  the  devil,  afflict,  with  mortal  pains,  the  body  of 
the  said  Deborah  Bourthier,  whereby  the  said  Deborah  departed  this  life. 
And  also  did  diabolically  and  maliciously  bewitch  several  other  of  her  ma- 
jesty's liege  subjects,  against  the  peace  of  our  said  sovereign  lady  the  queen, 
and  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  <fec. 

Plater,  pro  Domina  Regina. 

[Witchcraft  was  specially  named  among  the  enumerated  offences  in  the 
commission  granted  to  justices  o(  the  peace,  into  which  they  were  to  inquire, 
and  over  which  they  had  jurisdiction.  Of  the  reality  of  the  crime,  no  doubt, 
at  one  time,  seems  to  have  been  entertained,  citlier  in  Europe  or  America. 
New  England  has  furnished  a  bloody  picture,  in  the  narrative  of  her  judicial 
proceedings,  against  so-called  witches.  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  both 
were  frightened  into  cruelty  by  this  diabolical  insanity ;  and  in  the  former 
province,  many  a  poor  victim  was  sent  to  the  grave  by  the  mad  ravings  and 
incredible  lies  of  howling  fanatics,  urged  on  by  the  two  Mathers,  father  and 
son,  to  whom  may  justly  be  charged  a  very  large  share  of  these  atrocious  mur- 
ders. There  was,  at  this  period,  establishcjd  communication  between  New- 
England  and  the  southern  provinces  of  Virginia  and  Carolina.  The  small  craft 
of  the  northern  resident  regularly  came  to  gather  up  and  take  away  the  prod- 
ucts of  Albemarle;  and  it  is  altogether  probable  that  to  this  intercourse 
Carolina  was  indebted  for  this  effort  to  force  her  on  the  track  of  blood,  in 
the  punishment  of  reputed  witches.  God  be  thanked,  the  effort  was  in  vain. 
If  Carolina  was  ungodly,  she  yet  had  religion  enough  to  shrink  from  the 
pious  enormities  to  which  the  example  of  the  inare  enlightened  northern 
Christian  thus  invited  her.  The  grand  jur}',  with  equal  humanity  and  com- 
mon sense,  returned  the  bill  of  which  we  have  given  a  copy,  "  Iffnoramus^"* 
We  can  find  no  record  of  any  other  case  of  the  kind  in  tlie  province.  Wo 
believe  no  witches  were  ever  tried  and  tortured  to  death  in  Carolina.  Law- 
son,  indeed  (whose  book  was  written,  as  we  think,  about  1708,  and  published 
in  1714,  three  years  after  he  was  dead),  states  that  the  only  capital  punish- 
ments he  had  heard  of  as  ever  inflicted  in  the  province,  were  of  a  Turk  for 
murder,  and  an  old  woman  for  witchcraft.  These,  he  adds,  were  "  acted 
many  years  before  I  knew  the  place."*  He  spoke  from  the  relation  of 
others,  and  we  are  inclined  to  think  that,  like  most  hearsay  evidence,  it  is 
not  to  be  relied  on.  We  have  the  records  of  the  criminal  court  from  quite 
an  early  period,  and  all  our  research  has  brought  to  light  no  prosecution  at- 
tempted for  witchcraft,  except  that  already  given  to  the  reader.    There  were 

>  LawBon^s  North  Carolmaj  p.  167. 
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some  persons  punished  in"  Virginia,  as  witches,  at  an  early  period  after  Caro- 
lina was  settled ;  and  inhabitants  of  the  province  who  came,  as  most  of  them 
did,  from  Virginia,  might  speak  of  these,  without  being  particular  in  mention- 
ing the  locality,  thus  leaving  the  impression  that  the  transaction  was  in 
Carolina.] 

Order  for  Arrest  on  Presentment,  before  a  Bill  was  found. 

1716. — Ordered,  that  a  venire  do  go  out  against  Edward  Bonney,  to  an- 
swer the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury,  for  leaving  his  wife  in  Virginia,  and 
keeping  a  whore  in  this  government 


Indictment  for  Profanity. 

1720. — The  grand  jury  present  John  Hasscll,  of  Chowan  precinct,  for 
speaking  profane  and  irreverent  words,  to  the  great  scandal  of  the  Christian 
religion,  and  to  the  dishonor  of  Almighty  God  himself — (to  wit),  on  March 
13th,  1718. 

The  jurors  for  our  lord  the  king  present,  that  on  the  13th  day  of  Marcli, 
1718,  being  Sunday,  at  Chowan  precinct,  in  the  province  aforesaid,  John 
Hassell,  having  not  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but  by  the  instigation  of 
the  devil,  and  against  the  peace  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  divers  and 
sundry  profane  and  irreverent  words  and  speeches,  to  the  dishonor  of  God 
Almighty  himself  and  his  attributes,  and  against  the  Holy  Writ,  profession, 
and  religion,  now  adored  and  professed  by  authority  in  his  majesty  of  Great 
Britain's  dominions,  to  the  discourjxging  and  subverting  of  all  thefaithftil  and 
true  belicvei*s  and  professors  of  the  Protestant  Church  and  religion,  now  by 
law  established  and  confirmed,  did  utter,  speak  forth,  and  give  out,  viz. : 
**  That  he  was  never  beholden  to  God  Almighty  for  any  thing ;  for  that  he 
never  had  any  thing  from  him  but  what  he  worked  for;"  and  further,  being 
asked  by  one  Richard  Batchclor  how  he  liked  the  sermons  he  had  heard 
that  day,  answered,  "  Wliat  good  did  it  do  him  ?  If  he  thought  he"  (mean- 
ing the  man  who  preached)  "  had  come  to  save  his  soul  out  of  hell,  he  would 
go  a  hundred  miles  to  destroy  him.  He  had  never  been  beholden  to  God 
for  any  thing.  If  an  angel  should  come  down  from  heaven  find  tell  him 
face  to  face,  that  he  should  die  and  be  damned  to  all  eternity,  he  would  not 
forbear  swearing  sometimes  ;" — which  are  against  the  peace  of  our  sovereign 
lord,  the  king  that  now  is,  his  royal  crown  and  dignity,  and  against  the  law 
now  in  force,  both  of  God  and  man,  &c. 

Daniel  Richardson,  AttorTtey-general, 
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To  which  indictment  John  llassell  pleads  not  guilty. 

1721. — Daniel  Richardson,  Esq.,  attorney-general,  comes  to  prosecute  an 
indictment  fonnd  by  the  grand  jury,  last  court,  against  John  Hasscll,  in  these 
words,  to  wit  [indictment  set  forth]  ;  to  which  indictment  he  there  pleaded  not 
ffuilty.  It  is  commanded  the  marshal  that  he  cause  twelve  good  and  lawful 
men,  <fec.,  by  whom,  &c^  who  neither,  &c.  And  there  came  Henry  Bonner 
[&c.,  &c.],  who  being  sworn,  say  :  "  We  of  the  jury  find  the  within  men- 
tioned John  Hassell  guilty P 

The  defendant,  by  his  attorney,  moved  an  arrest  of  judgment,  upon  which 
it  is  considered  by  the  court-  that  he  file  his  reasons  for  the  same  by  to- 
morrow morning,  eight  o'clock ;  and  that  they  be  pleaded  to  in  the  after- 
noon :  but  this  same  not  being  according  to  the  orders  of  this  court,  the 
cause  is  left  till  the  next. 

1722. — John  Hassell,  bound  by  recognizance  to  appear  at  this  court  upon 
his  conviction  for  scandalous  words,  kc. ;  and  having  assigned  these  follow- 
ing reasons  in  arrest  of  judgment,  viz. :  That  the  words  laid  in  the  indict- 
ment, and  supposed  to  be  spoken  by  the  said  John,  were  not  prosecuted 
within  six  months  after  the  speaking  the  said  words,  according  to  the  act 
of  limitation  ;  nor  was  it  prosecuted  within  the  space  of  ten  days,  according 
to  the  form  and  effect  of  an  act  for  observing  the  Lord's  day,  and  for  the 
suppressing  of  immorality,  and  the  profanation  of  God's  name  and  word, 
&c. ;  for  which  manifest  error,  the  sjiid  John  prays  that  the  aforesaid  indict- 
ment and  verdict  may  be  quashed,  and  may  be  set  aside,  <fec.  Which  rea- 
sons being  overruled,  the  court  passed  the  following  sentence,  viz. : 

lliat  he,  the  said  John  Hassell,  should  receive  thirty-nine  lashes  on  his 
bare  back,  and  that  he  should  give  security  in  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  for 
his  good  behavior  a  year  and  a  day,  and  remain  in  the  marshal's  custody 
until  he  do  give  such  security. 


Intbrfbrenck  of  Governor  and  Council  in  ordering  a  Nol.  Pros. 

1721. — William  Alexander,  being  called  to  answer  an  indictment  found 
against  him  by  the  grand  jury,  appeared,  and  exhibited  into  court  a  petition 
and  order  of  council  in  these  words : 

At  a  council  held  at  the  house  of  William  Badham,  March  the  30th, 
1721. 

Present,  The  Hon.  Charles  Eden,  Esq.,  governor  [and  the  councillors 
by  name]. 
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Read  the  petition  of  William  Alexander,  setting  forth  that  he,  being  a 
person  very  ignorant  in  any  legal  proceeding,  through  the  over-persuasion 
of  Mrs.  Damans  Sanderson,  deceased,  he  undertook  to  write  the  will  of 
Richard  Sanderson,  husband  to  the  said  Damaris,  now  deceased  also :  and, 
being  ignorant  of  the  consequences  of  such  matters,  did,  by  her  order,  put 
several  things  into  the  will,  without  any  orders  from  the  said  Richard  San- 
derson, not  then  considering  but  that  her  orders  were  sufficient  for  his  so 
doing.  But  upon  the  will  being  disputed,  and  being  thoroughly  informed 
of  the  injuries  that  might  ensue,  by  the  will's  taking  place,  contrary  to  the 
mind  of  the  testator,  did  voluntarily,  upon  oath,  before  the  honorable  the 
governor  and  Col.  Thomas  Pollock,  declare  every  thing  he  knew  of  that  mat- 
ter, who  encouraged  him  thereto,  and  were  well  satisfied  with  such  his  pro- 
ceedings, having  entirely  prevented  any  damage  that  the  said  will  might 
make.  Notwithstanding  which,  in  July  general  court  your  petitioner  was 
presented  by  the  grand  jury  for  forgery,  and  he  is  under  prosecution  for  the 
same.  The  premises  considered,  and  since  his  honor  the  governor  very 
well  knows  the  truth  of  what  the  petition  sets  forth,  and  that  the  petitioner 
would  not  have  been  prosecuted  had  it  not  been  by  the  petitioner's  own 
confession,  he  humbly  hopes  your  honor  will  consider  the  same,  and  grant 
him  a  nolle  prosequi  for  the  offence  aforesaid,  so  ignorantly  committed,  and 
your  honor's  humble  petitioner  shall  forever  pray,  cfec. 

And  the  board,  taking  the  same  into  their  serious  consideration,  are  of 
opinion  that  what  the  said  Alexander  did,  in  relation  to  the  will  aforesaid, 
was  entirely  through  ignorance,  and  that  he  is  deserving  of  compassion  and 
mercy. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  attorney-general  do  enter  a  nolle  prosequi 
in  behalf  of  the  petitioner ;  and  that  the  petitioner  wait  on  the  chief-justice 
and  attorney-general  with  this  order. 

J.  LoviCK,  Secretary, 

Upon  which  the  attorney-general  moved  that  a  nolle  prosequi  might  be 
entered.  But  the  court  take  time  till  the  next  term  to  advise  whether  it 
may  be  granted  or  not. 

[What  the  result  of  the  advisari  was,  we  have  not  been  able  to  dis- 
cover. But,  in  another  case  of  interference  by  the  governor  with  the  duties 
of  the  court,  the  latter  seem  to  have  rendered  a  prompt  obedience.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that,  in  this  latter  case,  political  causes  may  not  have 
been  without  their  influence.] 
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1729. — William  Little,  Esq^  attorney-general,  comes  to  prosecute  the 
bill  of  indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury  aforesaid  against  James  Breman, 
in  these  words,  viz. : 

[Indictment  for  forcible  entry,  trespass,  and  assault.] 

And  on  the  motion  of  the  said  attorney-general,  it  was  then  and  there 
by  the  court  considered  and  ordered,  that  he  be  taken  into  custody  of  the 
provost  marshal  and  brought  before  the  court,  which  was  accordingly  done : 
and  the  said  James  Breman  acknowledged  himself  indebted  to  our  sovereign 
lord  the  king,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  the  sum  of  £100,  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Porter  and  Mr.  Harding  Jones  in  the  sum  of  £50  each,  to  be  levied  on  their 
goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  <fec. :  With  condition  that  the  said 
James  Breman  shall  personally  be  and  appear  at  the  next  court  to  be  held 
for  this  government,  at  Edenton,  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  July  next,  then  and 
there  to  answer  the  said  indictment,  and  in  the  mean  time  that  he  be  of  his 
good  behavior :  then  this  recognizance  to  be  void ;  else,  to  remain  of  full 
force,  &c. 

Whereupon  Richard  Everard,  Esq.  [the  son  of  the  governor],  came  into 
court,  and  delivered  to  the  court  here  a  certain  writing  in  these  words,  viz. : 

"  North  Carouna,  sc,  :  Sir  Richard  Everard,  baronet,  governor,  captain- 
general,  admiral,  and  commander-in-chief,  to  Christopher  Gale,  Esq.,  chief- 
justice,  and  his  assistants,  and  to  William  Little,  Esq.,  attorney-general. 
Greeting  : 

"  Whereas  a  certain  bill  of  indictment  was  preferred  and  found  by  the 
grand  jury  of  this  present  court  .against  James  Breman  of  Edenton,  mer- 
chant, for  breaking  open  the  window  of  one  Robert  Pearce,  and  then  and 
there  assaulting  the  said  Robert  Pearce,  and  being  that  I  am  fully  assured 
and  satisfied  that  the  said  indictment  was  grounded  upon  the  malice  of 
the  said  Robert  Pearce,  and  by  the  instigation  of  William  Badham,  alias 
Hammon,  clerk  of  the  general  court,  and  that  the  said  James  Breman  did 
no  ways  assault,  strike,  or  any  other  ways  hurt  the  said  Robert  Pearce ; 
and  the  said  window  was  open  before  the  said  James  Breman  came  to  it, 
and  he  did  not,  by  any  act  whatsoever,  break  or  disturb  the  peace  of 
our  sovereign  lord  the  king ;  these  are,  therefore,  to  command  you,  the 
said  Christopher  G^le,  &c.,  to  enter  a  nolle  prosequi  on  the  said  indictment. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  first  day  of  April,  in  the  second  year 
of  his  majesty  King  George  IL,  Anno  Domini  1729. 

"  Richard  Everard.  [L.  S.]  ^ 

Wherefore  it  is  considered  by  the  court  here,  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  attorney-general,  that  the  said  James  Breman  be  thereof  dismissed. 
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and  may  go  thereof  without  day ;  it  being  the  governor's  order.  And  it 
was  then  and  there  ordered  that  the  said  command  should  be  entered  as 
aforesaid. 


Thb  Gov£rnor^s  Interference  with  the  Execution  of  a  Murderer. 

1729. — The  court  having  received  from  the  honorable  the  governor,  by 
the  hands  of  Richard  Evciard,  Esq.,  his  son,  the  following  paper,  viz. : 

"North  Carolina,  sc:  To  Christopher  Gale,  Esq.,  chief-justice,  and  to 
the  rest  of  the  assistant  justices. 

"I  received  a  certificate  yesterday,  signed  by  the  chief-justice,  in  which 
it  is  signified  to  me  that  one  Solomon  Smith,  of  Bertie  precinct,  laborer, 
stands  condemned  by  this  sessions,  for  the  murder  of  William  Coyne,  for 
which  the  sentence  of  the  said  court  was  for  him  to  be  hanged.  As  the 
life  of  a  man  is  a  thing  of  a  tender  nature,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  judge  if  the 
chief-justice  means  hanging  until  he  is  dead,  or  whether  it  is  by  the  neck, 
leg,  or  arm,  for  I  must  not  guess  at  his  meaning.  Besides,  I  must  tell  you, 
gentlemen,  as  the  man  was  tried  and  condemned  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the 
last  month,  and  the  court  was  composed  of  officers  not  duly  qualified  to 
open  such  court,  that  all  proceedings  therein  are  extra-judicial  and  erro- 
neous ;  therefore,  I  cannot,  without  injury  to  my  conscience,  sign  such  a 
death-warrant  for  the  execution  of  the  unhappy  prisoner  till  a  trial  de  novo, 
and  the  court  composed  of  officers  duly  qualified,  and  those  of  my  appoint- 
ment. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  this  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine. 

(Signed)  Richard  Everard." 

It  was  considered  by  the  court  that  the  blood  of  an  innocent  person,  bar- 
barously shed,  was  of  too  great  and  serious  consequence  to  be  turned  into 
ridicule,  as  it  appears  to  be  by  the  foregoing  paper  or  letter  to  this  court. 
Whereupon  the  court  came  to  a  resolution  to  certify  the  same  again  to  the 
honorable  the  governor,  which  was  done  in  these  words,  viz. : 

North  Carolina,  sc. — General  Court  :  April  the  second,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  by  the  chief-justice  and  members  of  the 
general  court. 

That  innocent  blood  may  not  lie  at  our  door,  we  think  it  our  duty  once 
more  to  certify  to  your  honor,  that  Solomon  Smith,  now  prisoner  in  the  jail 
at  Edenton,  has  been  this  sessions  legally  convicted  of  the  murder  of  Wil- 
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liam  Coyne,  and  that  sentence  of  death  was,  on  tlie  twenty-ninth  of  March, 
passed  and  pronounced  upon  him  in  open  court  in  these  words,  viz. :  "  That 
he  should  return  to  the  place  whence  he  came,  and  from  thence  to  the 
place  of  execution,  and  there  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  his  body  was 
dead."  It  appears  to  us  to  be  a  very  foul  murder.  Directed  to  the  lion. 
Sir  Richard  Everard,  governor,  &c.,  and  signed  Christopher  Gale,  Thos. 
Luton,  Thos.  Lovick,  and  Henry  Bonner. 


Effect  of  a  General  Pardon,  after  the  plea  of  Not  Guilty,  and 

BEFORE  Trial. 

1729. — And  now  here  at  this  day,  viz.,  &c.,  cataie  the  aforesaid  George 
Allen  [the  party  indicted],  and  moved  for  trial,  and  likewise  the  attorney- 
general  on  behalf  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king ;  but  the  court  being 
given  to  understand  that  his  majesty's  most  gracious  general  pardon  was 
since  the  offence  committed,  and  since  the  indictment  aforesaid,  are  of  the 
opinion,  that  the  said  offence  is  thereby  pardoned,  and  that  the  prosecution 
aforesaid  cannot  be  proceeded  in,  according  to  FawcetVs  case,  2  Croke,  148, 
and  do  therefore  order  that  all  ftirther  proceedings  thereon  be  stayed,  and 
the  said  George  Allen  discharged,  paying  costs. 


[In  the  proceedings  of  two  special  sessions  of  the  court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner, we  are  furnished  with  an  insight  into  the  mode  of  dealing  with  the 
natives,  in  criminal  proceedings.] 

Criminal  Charges  against  Indians. 

1722. — ^The  order  of  council  requiring  the  chief-justice  to  call  this  court, 
for  the  trial  of  one  John  Cope,  a  Christian  Indian  man,  for  feloniously 
breaking  into  the  lodging-room  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Pollock,  Esq.,  presi- 
dent, being  read  in  these  words,  viz. : 

North  Carolina,  sc,  :  At  a  council  held  at  the  Hon.  the  President's 
house,  August  8th,  1722,  the  Hon.  the  President  ha\ing  informed  this  board 
that  an  Indian,  named  John  Cope,  belonging  to  King  Blount's  town,  did 
on  Saturday  the  fourth  past,  in  the  night,  feloniously  break  into  his  lodging- 
room  ;  which  this  board  having  considered  thereof,  do  hereby  order  that 
the  chief-justice  do,  on  Tuesday,  being  the  14th  instant,  call  a  special  court 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  for  the  trial  of  the  said  Indian ;  and  that  a  copy  of 
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this  order,  signed  by  the  president,  under  the  colony  seal,  and  countersigned 
by  the  secretary,  shall  be  a  sufficient  authority  to  the  said  chief-justice  for 
his  holding  the  said  court 

Then  the  following  persons  were  impannelled  and  sworn  upon  the  grand 
jury,  viz. :  Major  Thomaa  Luton,  foreman,  Col.  Robert  West,  &c.,  &c.,  who, 
being  charged  with  the  fact  committed,  as  in  the  order  aforesaid,  for  their 
inquiry,  withdrew,  and  upon  their  return  made  presentment  of  the  following 
bill,  viz. : 

North  Carolina,  sc.  :  To  the  Hon.  Christopher  Gale,  Esq.,  chief-justice, 
and  the  rest  of  the  justices  for  holding  a  special  court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner for  this  province. 

The  jurors  for  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  that  now  are  upon  their  oaths, 
present  that  John  Cope,  a  Christian  Indian,  belonging  to  King  Blount's 
town,  in  this  province,  the  fourth  of  this  instant  August,  by  force  and  arms, 
burglary  did  commit,  by  feloniously  and  burglariously  breaking  and  entering 
into  the  mansion-house  of  the  Hon.  Col.  Thomas  Pollock,  Esq.,  president  of 
this  province,  at  Chowan,  in  the  county  of  Albemarle,  in  the  night,  viz., 
before  sunrising  of  the  same  day ;  the  said  Col.  Thomas  Pollock,  in  the 
same  house,  in  the  peace  of  God  and  of  our  said  lord  the  king  then  being : 
against  the  peace  of  our  said  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and  dignity. 

Daniel  Richardson,  Attorney-general, 

Upon  which  indictment  the  said  John  Cope  was  arraigned,  and  upon  his 
arraignment  pleaded  not  guilty  :  and  for  trial  thereof  put  himself  upon  God 
and  the  country.  Whereupon  the  marshal  was  commanded  to  cause  to 
come  twelve,  &C.,  by  whom,  <fec.,  who  neither,  <fec. :  and  there  came,  viz., 
Edward  Wingatc,  &c.,  &C.,  who,  being  impannelled  and  sworn,  say :  We 
of  the  jury  find  the  said  John  Cope  not  guilty.  Wherefore  he  is  ordered 
to  be  discharged,  after  paying  the  costs  accniing  by  this  presentment 


1726. — An  order  of  council  empowering  the  said  chief-justice  and  his 
assistants  to  hold  a  special  court  for  the  trial  of  George  Senneka  being  read, 
in  these  words,  viz. : 

North  Carolina,  sc:  At  a  council  held  at  the  council  chamber  in 
Edcnton,  the  25th  day  of  August,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six, 
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Prbsent,  the  Hon.  Sir  Richard  Everard,  baronet,  governor,  &c,  <fec.,  &c. 
The  Hon.  the  Governor  informing  the  board  that  the  Meberrin  Indians  had 
delivered  up  to  him  an  Indian  man  belonging  to  them,  for  killing  an  Eng- 
lish woman  and  two  children;  whom  he  had  committed  to  close  jail :  which 
this  board  having  considered,  and  to  prevent  the  said  Indian  from  making 
his  escape,  do  hereby  order  that  the  chief-justice  immediately  call  a  special 
court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  the  trial  of  the  said  Indian  ;  the  Meberrin 
Indians  having  had  notice  to  attend :  and  that  a  copy  of  this,  signed  by  the 
Hon.  the  Governor,  under  the  seal  of  the  colony,  and  countersigned  by  the 
secretary,  shall  be  a  sufficient  authority  to  the  said  chief-justice  and  his 
assistants. 

And  then  the  following  persons  w^ere  impannelled  and  sworn  of  the 
grand  jury,  viz.,  Mr.  George  Allen,  <kc.,  <fec.,  <fec.,  who,  being  charged  with 
the  facts  committed  by  the  said  George,  and  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid 
order,  withdrew,  and  upon  their  return  made  presentment  of  the  following 
bill,  viz. : 

North  Carolina,  sc,  :  To  the  Hon.  Christopher  Gale,  Esq.,  chief-justice, 
and  the  rest  of  the  justices  for  holding  a  special  court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner, for  the  said  province,  on  the  25th  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

The  jurors  for  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  upon  their  oath,  do  present 
that  George  Senneka,  an  Indian  man,  of  Bertie  precinct,  not  having  the 
fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but  moved  by  the  instigation  of  the  devil  and 
his  own  cruel,  fierce,  and  savage  nature,  viz.,  in  Bertie  precinct  aforesaid,  on 
or  about  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  with  force  and  arms  an  assault  did  make  upon  one  Catharine 
Groom,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Groom,  of  Bertie,  and  on  two  children,  the 
daughters  of  the  said  Thomas  and  Catharine  Groom,  and  with  an  axe,  of 
the  value  of  two  shillings,  which  in  his  hands  he  then  and  there  held,  he 
the  said  George,  feloniously,  voluntarily,  and  of  malice  aforethought,  in 
Bertie  precinct  aforesaid,  struck  and  barbarously  wounded  the  said  Catha- 
rine on  the  head,  and  also  the  said  two  infants,  with  the  said  instniment, 
then  and  there  in  like  manner  did  wound,  so  that  of  the  said  cruel  wounds 
the  said  Catharine  and  those  two  infants  did,  then  and  there,  instantly  die. 
And  so  the  jurors  aforesaid,  on  their  said  oath  do  say,  that  the  said  George, 
on  the  said  twenty-fifth  of  July,  in  the  said  precinct  of  Bertie,  the  afore- 
said Catharine  Groom,  and  the  aforesaid  two  female  children,  in  manner 
aforesaid  and  of  ncialice  aforethought,  feloniously  and  voluntarily  did  kill  and 
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murder,  against  the  peace  of  our  lord  the  king  that  now  is,  his  crown  and 
dignity.  William  Little,  pro  Dom.  Rcge. 

To  which  indictment,  the  said  George  Senneka,  upon  his  arraignment, 
pleaded  Quilty. 

Judgment,  to  be  hanged. 


[A  singular  entry  appears  on  the  records  concerning  a  marriage.  By 
the  law,  whites  could  intermarry  with  those  of  their  own  complexion  only ; 
and  there  was  a  heavy  penalty  imposed  both  on  the  parties  marrying,  and 
on  the  clergyman  or  magistrate  who  performed  the  ceremony.  In  the 
case  of  the  latter  it  was  £50  sterling.  This  being  the  law,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing entries  connected  with  its  violation.] 

Marriage  of  a  White  with  a  Mulatto. 

1726. — The  information  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Blacknall,  of  Eden- 
ton,  in  Chowan  precinct,  clerk,  against ,  of  Curratuck  precinct,  for 

joining  himself  in  marriage  to ,  a  mulatto  woman ;  at  the  motion  of 

the  attorney-general,  it  is  continued  to  the  next  court,  on  the  last  Tuesday 
in  October  next 

1726. — And  now  here  at  this  day,  viz.,  <fec.,  the  aforesaid  information  of 
tlic  said  John  Blacknall  was  read,  in  these  words,  viz. : 

North  Carolina,  sc.  :  The  information  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  John 
Blacknall,  of  Rlenton,  in  Chowan  precinct,  clerk,  taken  before  Christopher 
Gale,  Esq.,  chief-justice  of  the  said  province,  this  second  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five,  who  saith  that  upon  the  said  sec- 
ond day  of  March,  he  the  said  John  Blacknall  did  join  together  in  the 
holy  estate  of  matrimony,  according  to  the  form  of  the  Church  of  England, 
in  Edenton,  in  Chowan  precinct  aforesaid, ,  a  white  man,  and  a  mu- 
latto woman,  named  ,  both  of  Curratuck  precinct,  contrary  to  an 

act  of  assembly  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  whereby  he  the  said  John 
Blackmill  hath  incurred  a  penalty  of  fifty  pounds,  the  one  half  to  the 
infonner,  which  he  llierefore  demands  ;  the  other  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  the  governor  or  commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being,  to  be  applied 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act. 

(Signed)  '  John  Blacknall. 

[It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  motive  of  this  proceeding,  unless  Black- 
nall, having  been  previously  indemnified,  by  the  man  whom  he  marriedj 
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against  the  payment  of  £50  penalty,  determined,  by  the  ingenious  device 
of  becoming  himself  the  informer,  to  pocket  one  half  of  it  Of  Blacknall 
we  know  nothing  save  what  this  transaction  brings  before  us ;  but  we  arc 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  sa/,  that  of  nearly  every  one  of  the  very  few  Episco- 
pal clergy  in  the  province  in  its  earliest  days,  not  much  can  with  truth  be 
said  that  would  gratify  the  Christian  reader.  On  these  very  records,  we 
read  thus  of  one,  in  a  list  of  offenders  fined  by  the  court  for  acts  of  immo- 
rality :  "  John  Urmstone,  missionary,  for  being  drunk.^^  And  again  :  "  Or- 
dered, that  John  Urmstone  do  pay  unto  John  Blount,  Esq.,  the  fine 
appointed  by  law,  being  presented  by  the  grand  jury  for  swearing  "'I 


Specimens  of  Discretionary  and  other  Sentences  of  the  Court. 

1721. — For  theft  of  a  saw.  "It  is  considered  by  the  court  that  the  said 
Jabez  Allen  do  immediately  receive,  at  the  whipping-post,  thirty-one  lashes 
on  his  bare  back ;  and  twenty-one  more  to-morrow  morning,  well  laid  on." 


1722. — Matthew  Bryant  being  brought  into  court  for  stealing  a  lamb 
belonging  to  Thomas  Matthews,  confessed  the  same :  and  he  appearing  to 
have  been  so  very  drunk  at  the  time  of  the  fact  committed  as  to  be  scarce 
capable  of  knowing  what  he  did  (and  being  very  aged),  it  is  considered  by 
the  court  that  he  be  carried  hence  to  the  public  whipping-post,  and  have 
his  hands  put  in  the  bilboes ;  and  that  afterward  he  be  set  in  the  stocks  for 
being  drunk. 

1722. — Whereupon  it  is  considered  and  adjudged  that  the  said  William 
Doyle  be  tied  to  the  tail  of  a  cart,  and  be  whipped  on  the  bare  back,  with 
thirty-nine  stripes,  through  Edenton,  this  day ;  of  which  the  provost  mar- 
thai  of  Albemarle  is  hereby  required  to  see  execution  done.  And  that  next 
Friday  he  be  whipped  in  like  manner  through  Bath  town,  of  which  the  pro- 
vost marshal  of  the  county  of  Bath  is  hereby  required  to  see  execution  done, 
and  then  to  deliver  him  to  his  master,  William  Barrow.  [This  William 
Doyle  was  a  white  servant] 


1722. — Hannah  Davis,  being  bound  by  recognizance  to  appear  at  this 
court,  made  her  appearance,  and,  upon  examination,  confessed  the  fact  that 
she  was  charged  with;  to  wit,  the  pilfering  of  sundry  goods  from  one 
John  Ballard,  to  the  value  of  ten  pence.  [So  laid  in  the  indictment,  to 
make  the   ofience  petit  larceny,  instead  of  grand,  which  it  really  was.] 


128  HI8TOET  OF   NORTH   CAROLINA. 

Whereupon  it  is  considered  and  adjudged  that  the  said  Hannah  Davis 
receive  on  her  bare  back  nine  lashes  at  the  public  whipping-post,  and  pay 
costs. 

1723. — Whereas  Thomas  Dunn  appeared  at  this  bar  in  custody  of  the 
marshal,  and  he  confessed  himself  guilty  of  several  petit  larcenies  by  him 
committed  within  this  government;  whereupon  it  is  considered  and  ad- 
judged that  the  said  Thomas  Dunn  be  tied  to  the  tail  of  a  cart,  and  that 
he  be  whipped  on  his  bare  back  with  thirty-nine  lashes,  well  laid  on ;  and 
thence  to  continue  in  the  custody  of  the  provost  marshal  of  Albemarle 
county,  or  his  deputy,  for  the  space  of  six  weeks,  that  he  may  be  delivered 
to  any  person  that  may  or  can  make  any  lawful  claim  to  him  as  a  servant ; 
and  if  no  person  appear  in  that  time,  then  he  is  to  be  disposed  of  for  four 
years  to  the  first  master  of  a  vessel  that  will  give  security  to  transport  the 
said  Dunn  out  of  this  government 


1724. — [Mary  Colton,  a  spinster,  was  convicted  of  felony,  in  a  grand 
larceny,  by  which  her  life  was  forfeited.  She  was  a  woman,  and  mercy 
prevailed.     This  was  the  sentence :] 

It  is  considered  and  adjudged  that  she  the  said  Mary,  at  the  whipping- 
post, shall  receive  thirty-one  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  and  that  she  give 
good  security,  in  the  sum  of  £100  sterling,  for  her  good  behavior  to  all  his 
majesty's  liege  people,  for  twelve  months  and  one  day ;  and  also  that  she 
pay  all  fees  and  costs  accruing  by  reason  of  her  prosecution :  and  if  she 
does  not  give  such  security,  and  pay  the  fees,  within  twenty  days  after  the 
adjournment. of  the  court,  that  then  she  shall  be  sold  by  the  provopt  mar- 
shal to  any  person,  the  highest  bidder,  who  will  give  security  to  transport 
her  out  of  the  government ;  and  that  she  stand  committed  until  the  said 
sentence  be  performed. 


[These  will  suflSce  as  specimens  of  sentences  on  criminals :  and  we  think 
the  reader  cannot  but  remark  the  fact  that  our  worthy  forefathers  relied 
very  much  on  the  lash  to  correct  petty  offences.  In  their  day  there  had 
been  no  development  of  that  equivocal  philanthropy  and  doubtfiil  benevo- 
lence of  modern  times,  which,  under  the  names  of  "  penitentiar}' "  or  **  state 
pnson,"  erects  costly  colleges  wherein  to  educate  crime,  and  surrounds  the 
felon  with  comforts  greater  than  he  ever  had  industry  enough  to  obtain  for 
himself,  by  honest  labor,  among  his  fellow-men.     "  The  way  of  transgressors 
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IS  hard,"  says  the  highest  authority.  We  confess,  we  think  it  ought  to  be 
hard ;  nor  have  we  any  sympathy  with  that  morbid  sentiment  which  ex- 
pends all  its  pity  on  a  detected  thief  or  murderer,  but  has  none  for  the  rest 
of  society,  outrageously  wronged  by  his  villainy  and  atrocity.  The  whip- 
ping-post and  the  gallows  may  be  antiquated  institutions,  unworthy  of  the 
modern  "  march  of  mind ;"  but  we  are  old-fashioned  enough  to  prefer  them 
to  penitentiaries,  because  of  the  little,  but  significant  fact,  that  our  criminal 
statistics  show  fewer  crimes  against  property  and  life  when  men  who  sin 
against  society  are  whipped  and  hanged,  than  are  to  be  found  under  the 
system  of  costly  edifices,  reared,  as  we  are  told,  for  reformation  and  peni- 
tence. The  reformation  lasts  until  a  pardon  is  thereby  obtained,  and  the 
penitence  is  for  the  consequences  rather  than  for  the  cause  of  sin. 

Oracular  wisdom  not  unfrequently  favors  us  with  the  stereotyped  dogma, 
borrowed,  we  believe,  from  Bentham,  that  "  the  worst  use  to  which  you 
can  put  a  man  is  to  hang  him."  We  were  not  aware  that  the  end  contem- 
plated in  the  penal  inflictions  of  the  criminal  law  is  to  make  scoundrels 
tiseful  to  society,  as  productive  laboring  instruments  for  the  public  revenue ; 
but  if  utility  is  the  basis  and  object  of  human  punishment,  there  is  a  higher 
utility  than  that  of  mere  money-making.  We  are,  therefore,  altogether  of 
a  different  opinion  from  Bentham,  and  can  conceive  of  no  better  use  to  be 
made  of  some  men  (crimsoned,  for  instance,  with  innocent  blood),  than  to 
hang  them  up  as  a  warning,  to  prevent,  by  their  example  and  fate,  hundreds 
of  other  men  from  being  murdered,  and  other  hundreds  from  being  hanged 
for  it.  Our  sympathies  are  stronger  for  honest  men  who  endeavor  to  do 
right,  than  for  felons,  who,  in  their  selfish  wickedness,  neither  fear  God  nor. 
regard  man.  Our  observation  of  penitentiaries,  and  of  the  abolition  of  cap- 
ital punishment  in  all  cases,  has  not  tended  to  commend  these  measures  to 
our  acceptance.  We  believe  the  stocks,  the  pillory,  the  whipping-post,  and 
even  the  gallows,  to  be  much  wiser  and  better  institutions.] 


\Wq  have  but  one  example  more  to  present  from  the  records  of  the  court 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  we  select  that  because  its  existence  is  to  be  traced 
to  the  political  excitements  of  the  day,  and  the  facts  which  it  brings  to  view 
are  direct  historical  events  of  the  times.  The  parties  concerned  in  it  were 
not  of  the  class  of  petty  thieves  whose  sentences  we  have  been  reading. 
They  were  dignitaries  of  the  province,  men  who  were  once  its  governors. 
George  Burrington  took  the  oath  of  oflSce  as  governor,  under  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  proprietors,  on  the  15th  of  January,  1724.  This  is  not  the 
page  on  which  to  speak  particularly  either  of  his  character  or  doings :  the 

Vol.  U.— 9 
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delineation  of  both  will  be  found  in  onr  volnme  in  the  appropriate  place. 
It  is  only  necessary  here  to  say,  that  he  was  superseded  by  Sir  Richard 
Everard,  who  was  sworn  into  office  on  the  l7th  of  July,  1725.  That  Bur- 
rington  should  have  felt  no  particular  affection  for  his  successor  is  not 
strange ;  and,  upon  examination  of  his  character,  we  find  it  as  little  won- 
derful that  he  should  have  speedily  brought  himself  before  the  court,  by  the 
conduct  which  forms  the  subject  of  one  of  the  many  indictments  which 
were  found  against  him.] 

Indictment  of  Burrinoton  for  his  TRSATifRNT  of  the  Governor. 

1726. — William  Little,  Esq.,  attorney-general,  comes  to  prosecute  the  bill 
of  indictment,  found  by  the  grand  jury,  against  George  Burrington,  Esq., 
for  trespass,  assault,  misdemeanor,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  contrary  to  the 
act  of  assembly  in  that  case  made,  in  these  words,  viz. : 

North  Carolina,  sc.  :  To  Christopher  Gale,  Esq.,  chief-justice,  and  the 
rest  of  the  justices  of  the  general  court  held  at  Edenton,  the  last  Tuesday 
in  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

The  jurors  for  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  on  their  oath  do  present,  that 
George  Burrington  of  Edenton,  in  the  precinct  of  Chowan  and  county  of 
Albemarle,  Esq.,  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but  seditiously 
and  maliciously  intending  and  imagining  the  Hon.  Sir  Richard  Everard, 
baronet,  governor  of  the  said  province,  to  asperse  and  defeme,  and  him  to 
bring  into  the  evil  opinion  of  his  majesty's  liege  subjects,  inhabitants  of  this 
province ;  and  the  present  happy,  mild,  and  just  administration  of  this  gov- 
ernment to  bring  into  contempt,  disorder,  and  confusion ;  and  the  principal 
officers  thereof  in  the  execution  of  their  offices  to  disturb  and  obstruct ;  and 
sundry  of  his  majesty's  subjects  within  this  government  to  move  and  insti- 
gate to  sedition  and  faction,  to  cabal  and  meet  together  to  incite  rebellion, 
conspiracies,  riots,  and  unlawful  feuds  and  differences,  thereby  to  disturb  the 
king's  peace  and  subvert  the  present  established  government,  and  destroy 
the  safety  and  tranquillity  of  it :  viz.,  in  Edenton,  in  Chowan  aforesaid,  on  or 
about  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  sundry  of  his  majesty's  liege 
subjects,  he  the  said  George  Burrington  did  openly,  advisedly,  and  with  a 
malicious  and  seditious  intent  against  the  said  Sir  Richard  Everard,  baronet, 
then  and  still  governor  of  this  said  province,  speak,  utter,  publish,  and  de- 
clare these  false,  scandalous,  opprobrious,  and  malicious  words,  that  "  Sir 
JOcharcP^  (the  aforesaid  Sir  Richard  Everard,  governor,  meaning)  "w  no 
more  Jit  to  be  governor'^  (governor  of  this  province  meaning)  "  than  a  hog  tn 
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the  woods ;^^  and  that  "A«"  (the  said  Sir  Richard  meaning)  **«  a  noodle 
and  an  ape;'*''  and  also  to  Thomas  Parris,  then  present  (being  an  Essex 
man),  he  the  said  George  did  say,  "  Damn  you.,  you  and  all  your  countrymen 
are  such  fools'^  (the  said  Sir  Richard  again  meaning). 

And  further,  to  foment  disturbances  and  keep  up  faction  and  dissension, 
and  raise  sedition  and  mutiny  against  the  governor,  be  the  said  George 
Burrington,  to  one  James  Wainwright  speaking,  whom,  when  he  the  said 
Geoi^e  was  governor,  he  had  formerly  made  provost  marshal,  then  and  there 
openly  to  the  said  James  did  say,  ^^  I  will  make  you^"*  (the  said  James  mean- 
ing) ^^ provost  marshal  again  within  nine  months*'''  and  did  also  then  and 
there,  and  at  other  times,  declare  openly  and  spread  this  false  news  or  report 
in  the  hearing  of  sundry  hjs  majesty's  liege  subjects,  that  "  he^  (the  said 
George  Burrington  meaning)  ^^  should  he  governor  of  this  province  within 
nine  months;^''  thereby  encouraging  party  and  faction,  disquieting  the  peo- 
ple in  their  minds,  disafFecting  them  to  the  government,  and  disturbing  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  it. 

And  further  to  insult,  contemn,  and  defy  the  said  Sir  Richard  Everard, 
baronet  and  governor,  and  his  good  and  mild  administration  to  vilify,  he 
the  said  George  Burrington,  on  or  about  the  second  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five,  viz.,  in  Edenton  aforesaid,  by  force 
and  arms,  to  the  terror  of  his  majesty's  liege  people,  in  the  night-time,  with 
sundry  others,  in  a  violent,  ruffianly  manner,  came  to  the  house  of  Sir 
Richard  Everard,  then  and  still  governor,  and  rudely  and  violently  did  swear 
at  the  door,  and  he  the  said  George,  calling  out  to  Sir  Richard^  declared 
openly,  that  "  Ac"  (the  said  Sir  Richard  meaning)  "  was  no  more  fit  to  be 
governor'^  (the  governor  of  this  province,  which  he  then  was  and  now  is, 
meaning)  ^than  Sancho  Pama;^  thereby  intending  to  defame,  ridicule, 
and  burlesque  his  government :  and  then  and  there,  opprobriously  and  in 
contempt  of  government,  called  him,  the  said  Sir  Richard,  "  calvt^s  headP 

And  further,  then  and  there  to  the  said  Sir  Richard  Everard,  governor, 
he  the  said  George  did  publicly,  openly,  and  maliciously  utter  and  declare, 
in  the  hearing  of  divers  of  his  majesty's  good  subjects,  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  in  a  rude,  seditious,  and  threatening  manner,  these  words  :  "  Com^ 
out  you'''  (the  aforesaid  Sir  Richard  the  governor  meaning) ;  "  /  toant  satis- 
faction of  you,  therefore  coTne  out  and  give  it  me  ;  and  you,  Everard^^  (the 
aforesaid  Sir  Richard  then  governor  meaning),  "yow  a  knight!  you  a  bar- 
onet !  you  a  governor  .^'  (present  governor  of  this  province  meaning).  "  You 
are  a  Sancho  Panza,  damn  you^''  (the  said  Sir  Richard  meaning).  "  You  are 
a  sorry  fellow,  and  /"  (the  said  George  himself  meaning)  "w»i7/  scalp  your 
damned  thick  skulP  (the  said  Sir  Richard's  head  meaning).     And  on  these 
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liighlj  seditious  and  opprobrious  words  and  speeches,  he  the  said  George 
being  by  the  said  governor  Sir  Richard  threatened  that,  if  he  did  not  de- 
part, he  the  said  governor  would  have  the  said  George  punished,  the  said 
George  did  thereon  openlj  and  publicly  reply  and  utter  these  mutinous 
and  seditious  words :  "  Tou^^  (the  said  governor  meaning)  "  have  not  an  offi- 
cer dare  speak  to  me  or  look  me  in  theface^^  (the  officers  and  ministers  in  the 
administration  and  execution  of  justice  meaning). 

All  which  highly  seditious  speeches  and  behavior  tend  egregiously  to 
move  conspiracies,  raise  faction  and  sedition,  to  defame  and  bring  into  con- 
tempt and  hatred  the  present  lawful  government,  to  discourage,  disturb,  and 
obstruct  all  the  officers  in  the  government  in  the  execution  of  their  office 
and  duty,  to  hinder  the  trade  and  welfare  and  quietness  of  the  countr}',  to 
raise  mutinies,  and  involve  the  government  in  blood  and  misery,  and  is 
against  the  peace  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  that  now  is,  his  crown  and 
dignity,  and  contrary  to  law  and  the  act  of  assembly  in  such  case  provided 


No.V. 

[We  present,  next,  the  record  of  a  single  case  m  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
not  simply  to  show  the  forms  and  mode  of  business  in  that  court,  but  because 
the  case  furnishes  the  evidence  of  the  first  permanent  settlement  made  in 
Albemarle.  We  offer  no  apology,  because  we  think  these  records  really 
constitute  a  better  history  than  we  can  write.  The  facts  which  they  pre- 
sent suggest  to  the  thoughtful  reader  reflections  that  make  for  him  a  picture 
of  the  habits  of  manner  and  thought,  in  the  earliest  days  of  the  colony,  more 
vivid  and  life-like  than  can  be  embodied  in  a  simple  narrative ;  though  such 
narrative  shall  not  be  wanting.] 

From  the  Records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

1697. — John  Durant  and  Thomas  Durant,  heirs  of  George  Durant,  de- 
ceased, come  to  prosecute  their  suit  against  John  Hawkins,  attorney  of  Mr. 
Edward  Catchmaid,  and  by  their  bill  say,  that  the  said  George  Durant, 
coming  into  this  country  with  the  first  seaters,  did,  for  the  space  of  two  years, 
bestow  much  labor  and  cost  in  finding  out  the  said  country,  with  the  rivers, 
ports,  channels,  passages,  and  conveniences,  both  by  water  and  land ;  and 
then  seated  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  Roanoke  Sound,  upon  a  point  then 
known  by  the  name  of  Wikacome,  now  in  the  precinct  of  Perquimans ;  and 
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in  order  to  his  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  said  lands,  did  make  sncli  entries 
thereof  as  was  by  the  Right  Honorable  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  the 
Honorable  Council  then  being,  ordered  and  appointed ;  and  procured  such 
title  thereto  as  was  at  that  time  usual  in  such  cases,  and  necessary. 

After  which,  Mr.  George  Catch  maid,  being  encouraged  by  the  said  George 
Durant,  came  into  this  country,  and  seated  upon  a  tract  of  land  adjoining 
the  land  already  in  the  quiet  and  lawftil  possession  of  the  said  George  Du- 
rant, and  divided  therefrom  by  a  line,  by  and  betwixt  them  agreed  upon ; 
about  which  time  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Bart.,  gover- 
nor of  Virginia,  having  instructions  for  granting  of  patents  for  the  land  in 
this  country,  the  said  George  Durant,  that  he  might  be  neither  deficient  in 
his  obedience  to  the  government  under  which  he  peaceably  lived,  nor  want- 
ing in  any  thing  that  might  strengthen  and  secure  his  own  title  to  the  lands 
by  him  then  held  as  aforesaid,  did  agree  with  the  said  George  Catchraaid 
to  sue  out  his  patent  for  the  said  land  in  his,  the  said  Durant's,  behalf,  for  a 
certain  consideration,  which  was  on  the  said  Durant's  behalf  feithfully  per- 
formed ;  notwithstanding  which  agreement  as  aforesaid,  the  said  George 
Catchmaid  clandestinely  entered  the  said  lands  wholly  in  his  own  name, 
and  obtained  a  grant  thereof  to  his  own  use,  intending  thereby  privately  to 
defraud  the  said  George  Durant  of  his  just  right  and  title  thereto. 

Whereof  as  soon  as  the  said  George  Durant  had  information,  and  under- 
stood the  subtle,  fhiudulent,  and  underhand  dealings  of  the  said  Catchmaid 
in  the  premises,  he,  by  his  hnmble  petition  unto  the  said  Sir^illiam  Berke- 
ley, Bart,  governor,  at  several  times  made  complaint  of  the  great  wrong 
done  him  by  the  said  George  Catchmaid,  and  thereby  procured  from  the 
said  Catchmaid  an  instrument,  deed,  or  writing,  under  the  said  George 
Catchmaid's  hand,  bearing  date  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  A.D.  1662,  as 
appears  upon  record,  whereby  the  said  George  Catchmaid  covenanted  and 
engaged,  as  well  for  himself  as  for  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators, 
to  make  unto  the  said  George  Durant,  his  heirs  and  assignees,  a  sure  and 
undoubted  title  in  and  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  said  writing,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  limits  and  bounds  therein,  expressed ;  being  indeed  none 
other  than  the  lands  then  in  the  lawful  possession  of  the  said  George  Durante 
and  unto  him  properly  belonging ;  and  whereto  the  said  Catchmaid,  by  the 
said  writing,  doth  disclaim  all  right,  claim,  and  interest  After  which  the 
said  George  Catchmaid  departed  this  life,  the  covenants  of  the  said  writmg 
not  being  performed,  and  Mr.  Timothy  Bigs,  by  what  title  your  humble 
orator  knoweth  not,  entered  upon  and  possessed  the  said  lands  of  the  said 
George  Catchmaid ;  whereupon  the  said  George  Durant  did  not  neglect  to 
make  his  just  and  continual  claims  unto  his  lands  aforementioned,  insomuch 
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that  the  said  Timothy  Bigs  was  forced  to  assume  the  performance  of  the 
said  Catchmaid's  engagements,  and  the  procuring  of  the  said  George  Durant 
a  patent  for  the  said  lands,  to  be  performed  at  the  said  Timothy  Bigs  his 
own  charge  for  a  valuable  consideration,  by  the  said  Catch  maid  already  re- 
ceived, and  by  the  said  George  Durant  allowed  on  account,  which  the  said 
Timothy  Bigs,  as  by  a  writing  under  the  said  Timothy  Bigs'  hand,  upon 
record,  bearing  date  the  eleventh  day  of  March,  1673,  doth  .appear. 

Now,  may  it  please  this  honorable  court,  the  said  George  Durant  having 
already  been  at  great  costs  and  trouble  in  the  premises,  and  doubting  lest 
by  such  manifest  frauds,  delays,  and  evil  dealings,  his  just  right  and  lawful 
title  to  the  said  lands  might  be  at  least  obscured  and  endangered,  he,  the 
said  George  Durant,  did  make  his  lawful  suit,  in  his  own  person  and  in  his 
own  behalf,  unto  the  honorable  governor  and  council  of  this  country  at  a 
court  holdeu  the  26th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1679,  and  his  right  and  title 
to  the  premises  being  then  and  there  made  unto  the  said  court,  he  obtained 
an  order  of  tlie  said  couit  for  his  said  lands,  and  a  warrant  for  the  survey 
thereof  according  to  their  right  bounds  and  limits,  as  appears  upon  record. 
After  which,  the  said  Timothy  Bigs  died ;  and  the  said  George  Durant,  during 
his  lifetime,  and  after  his  decease,  your  humble  orators  have  remained  in 
quiet  possession  of  the  said  lands,  without  claim  or  notification  of  any  person 
from  or  under  the  said  George  Catch  maid  or  his  heirs,  and  have  duly  paid 
the  quit-rents  for  the  same  unto  this  day. 

Then  your  humble  orator  further  saith,  that  about  or  within  two  years 
last  past,  one  Edward  Catchmaid  of  London,  pretending  to  be  nephew  and 
heir  to  the  said  George  Catchmaid,  came,  by  Mr.  John  Hawkins  his  attorney, 
and  commenced  suit  against  William  Duckenfield,  Esq.,  for  a  tract  of  land 
formerly  belonging  to  the  said  George  Catchmaid ;  and  to  prove  his  claim 
thereto,  produced  a  copy  of  a  patent,  from  the  records  in  Virginia,  for 
the  quantity  of  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  of 
land,  which  your  humble  orator  saith  is  the  same  patent  which  was  so 
sun*eptitiously  obtained  by  the  said  George  Catchmaid,  and  within  which 
the  land  belonging  to  your  humble  orator  is  included,  as  is  before  ex- 


Wherefore,  your  humble  orator  prays  that  the  said  John  Hawkins,  attor- 
ney of  the  said  Edward  Catchmaid,  may  be  summoned  to  this  honorable 
court  to  answer  the  premises,  and  that  the  honorable  court  will  grant  to 
your  humble  orator  such  relief  as  you  shall  judge  meet  for  the  securing  of 
your  humble  orator's  title  to  the  said  land  from  the  said  Edward  Catchmaid, 
or  any  person  claiming  under  or  by  him,  by  virtue  of  the  said  patent,  accord- 
ing to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  aforesaid  writing  bearing  d.nte  the  13th 
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day  of  March,  1662,  and  according  to  your  humble  orator's  most  equitable 
right  and  title  in  and  to  the  said  lands.     And  we  shall  pray. 

And  the  complainants  produce  the  following  testimony  and  writings,  viz : 
Whereas,  George  Durant  hath  seated  a  plantation  on  Roanoke  Sound, 
and  on  a  point  called  by  the  name  of  Wikacome,  at  or  betwixt  two  rivers 
called  by  the  names  of  Perquimans  and  Cataline ;  and  whereas  I,  George 
Catchmaid,  have  obtained  a  grant  from  the  Honorable  Governor  of  Virginia 
for  the  whole  neck  between  the  two  rivers,  and  which  grant  was  in  part  be- 
longing to  the  said  George  Durant :  be  it  known  therefore  to  all  men,  by 
these  presents,  that  I,  the  said  George  Catchmaid,  do  assign,  make  over,  and 
deliver  unto  him,  the  above-named  George  Durant,  that  piece  of  land  lying 
and  being  on  the  same  neck,  beginning  at  a  small  creek  or  branch  which 
issueth  out  of  Perquimans  River,  and  divideth  this  land  from  the  neck  called 
Langley's  Neck,  extending  down  the  said  river  and  sound  to  a  small  point  of 
land,  where  the  said  Durant  did  begin  to  clear,  but  desisted  ;  as  also  includ- 
ing the  same  small  piece  of  ground  to  the  eastward  of  his  plantation,  thence 
northerly  into  the  woods ;  which  land  I  do  engage  myself,  my  heirs,  execu- 
tors, administrators,  and  assignees,  to  patent  the  said  land,  and  to  make  over 
the  same,  being  patented  to  him,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and 
assignees,  utterly  disclaiming  any  right,  title,  and  interest  I,  the  said  Catch- 
maid, have  to  the  same ;  although  it  may  be  put  in  my  patent. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  13th  day  of  March, 
1662.  (Signed)  George  Catchmaid. 

Witnesses,    i  John  Jenkins, 

^    (  Edward  Remington. 
Albemarle^  167f. 

I,  the  underwritten,  do  acknowledge  to  have  settled  with  Mr.  George  Du- 
rant the  present  day,  and  all  accounts  are  balanced  betwixt  us,  excepting  an 
engagement  of  Mr.  Catchmaid  for  procuring  a  patent  for  his  land,  and  the 
said  Catchmaid  being  at  the  charge  of  performing  the  same,  which  I  do 
promise  to  perform,  and  there  is  not  any  thing  else  between  us. 

Witness  my  hand  this  15th  of  March,  1673. 

(Signed)  Tim.  Bigs. 

At  a  court  holden  the  twenty-third  of  November,  1679.  Present  there : 
John  Harvey,  Esq.,  governor,  John  Willoughby,  Esq.,  Richard  Foster,  Esq., 
John  Jenkins,  Esq^  Anthony  Slocum,  Esq.,  Robert  Holden,  Esq.,  lords  depu- 
ties ;  William  Crawford,  Esq.,  James  Blount,  Esq.,  John  Warnham,  Esq., 
assistant^. 

Ordered,  that  that  part  of  the  land  of  George  Durant  which  is  comprc- 
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hended  in  Mr.  Catchmaid's  patent,  bo  surveyed,  and  his  right  be  patented 
out  in  his  own  name :  accordingly,  a  warrant  drawn  to  eflfect  the  same. 
Vera  copia,  Henderson  Walker,  Clerk. 

By  the  governor  and  council. 

These  are  in  his  excellency  the  palatine  and  lords  proprietors'  names,  to 
will  and  require  you  to  survey  and  lay  out  that  piece  of  land  which  belongs 
to  Mr.  George  Durant,  lying  and  being  on  a  certain  tract  of  land  that  lieth 
between  two  rivers  called  by  the  name  of  Perquimans  and  Cataline,  begin- 
ning at  a  small  creek  or  branch  issuing  out  of  the  said  Perquimans,  that  di- 
videth  this  land,  from  the  neck  called  Langley's  Neck,  extending  down  the 
said  river  or  sound  to  a  piece  of  ground  where  the  said  George  Durant  did 
begin  to  clear,  also  including  the  same  piece  of  ground  to  the  eastward  of 
this  plantation,  thence  northerly  in  the  woods ;  which  said  land  is  included 
in  a  certain  patent  of  the  said  Catchmaid,  deceased,  and  assigned  over  by 
the  said  Catchmaid  to  the  same  Durant,  as  under  his  hand  doth  more  fully 
appear ;  and  after  the  survey  made  as  aforesaid,  to  return  the  survey  or  map 
thereof  to  the  secretary's  office,  that  a  patent  may  be  drawn  according  to  the 
lords  proprietors'  grant  in  that  behalf. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the  country,  the  21st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1679.  John  Harvey, 

John  Jenkins, 
Anthony  Slocum, 
Robert  Holden. 
To  the  surveyor-general,  or  deputy,  to  execute  and  return. 

The  deposition  of  Richard  Watridge,  aged  fifty-one  years  or  thereabout, 
sworn  and  examined,  saith  :  He,  the  deponent,  being  designed  to  go  to  the 
southward,  about  the  year  1662,  to  see  how  he  might  like  the  place,  at 
which  time  Mr.  George  Catchmaid  desired  the  deponent  to  go  to  the  place 
where  Mr.  George  Durant  was  seated,  and  to  speak  to  the  said  Durant  to 
show  him,  the  deponent,  the  land  which  was  designed  by  the  said  Durant 
for  the  said  Catchmaid  ;  which  accordingly  he  did,  and  was  showed  by  Mr. 
Durant  the  land  intended  by  him  for  the  said  Catchmaid,  and  soon  after 
returned  to  Virginia  again.  And  about  a  month  after,  Mr.  Catchmaid  em- 
ployed the  deponent  to  go,  with  three  hands,  to  settle  and  seat  the  said  land, 
and  went  with  him  himself;  and  coming  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Durant  afore- 
said, he,  the  deponent,  did  hear  and  see  them  conclude  of  a  line,  which  was 
accordingly  then  run  for  a  dividing  line  between  them ;  and,  as  he  very  well 
remembers,  began  at  a  pine  standing  by  the  water-side  at  the  Sound,  extend- 
ing to  the  seated  land  of  Col.  Caltropp — it  being  agreed  by  them  that  George 
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Catchmaid  should  have  the  land  on  the  eastward,  and  George  Darant  on  the 
westward  side  of  the  said  line. 

And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  heard  the  said  Catchmaid  tell 
Mr.  Durant  aforesaid,  that  Sir  William  Berkeley  was  then  lately  arrived 
from  England,  and  that  he  resolved  the  inhabitants  of  the  southward  should 
hold  no  longer  on  Indian  titles,  but  that  he  would  grant  patents  to  those 
that  desired  them :  whereupon  he  heard  the  said  Durant  tell  Mr.  Catchmaid 
that  then  he  would  go,  and  so  to  secure  his  land  as  aforesaid ;  and  Mr. 
Catchmaid  then  replied,  and  said  he  should  not  need  to  go  himself,  but  that 
he  would  have  him  stay  there  and  look  and  see  his  people  should  not  lack 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  and  he  would  do  his  business  and  his  own 
too.  (Signed)  Richard  Watridgb. 

December  5tk,  1687. — This  day  Richard  Watridge  appeared  before  me 
and  pledgeth,  upon  the  Holy  Evangelist,  that  the  foregoing  is  the  truth  and 
nothing  but  the  truth.  (Signed)  John  Lear. 

The  deposition  of  Caleb  Calaway,  aged  forty-five  years  or  thereabout, 
being  deposed,  saith :  That,  to  his  knowledge,  George  Durant  was  seated 
upon  the  neck  of  land  where  his  widow  now  liveth,  before  George  Catch- 
maid ;  and  your  deponent  was  a  witness  to  the  bill  of  sale  by  which  George 
Durant  bought  it  of  the  king  of  the  Yaopim  Indians.  And  the  deponent 
further  saith,  that  he  hath  been  informed  that  George  Catchmaid  obtained 
a  patent  from  Sir  William  Berkeley  for  the  whole  tract  of  land,  and  further 
saith  not  •      (Signed)  Caleb  Calaway. 

Subscribed  this  13th  day  of  July,  1698, 
T>  1.  j  William  Wilkinson, 

(  Henderson  Walker. 

The  deposition  of  John  Barrow,  aged  fifty  years  or  thereabout,  being  de- 
posed, saith  :  That,  to  his  knowledge,  George  Durant  was  seated  upon  the 
neck  of  land  where  his  widow  now  resides,  before  ever  George  Catchmaid 
came  in  the  country  for  to  seat.  And  the  deponent  further  saith,  that  he 
hath  been  informed  that  George  Catchmaid  obtained  a  patent  of  Sir  W^illiam 
Berkeley  for  tlie  whole  tract  of  land,  and  further  saith  not. 

(Signed)  John  Barrow. 

Sworn  this  13th  day  of  July,  1693, 

1^-  j  William  Wilkinson, 

(  Henderson  Walker. 

Captain  John  Hunt,  aged  fifty-two  years  or  thereabout,  deposeth :  That 
the  deponent,  about  thirty-three  years  ago,  lived  with  Mr.  George  Catchmaid 
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for  the  space  of  one  whole  year ;  and  the  said  Catchmaid  showed  the  depo- 
nent the  bounds  between  Mr.  George  Durant  and  himself,  which  was  an 
hickory-tree  standing  near  the  Sound,  which  was,  as  he  the  said  Catchmaid 
said,  a  mile  from  the  point  of  Little  River,  and  said  the  land  on  the  w^est  of 
that  tree  was  Mr.  Durant's ;  and  that  he  had  given  him  a  conveyance  of  a 
northerly  line  from  that  tree,  which,  if  it  were  to  do  again,  he  would  never 
do,  because  it  came  so  near  the  warehouse  point  that  he  had  little  outlet 
And  the  said  Catchmaid  owned,  that  from  the  said  bounds  all  the  land  to 
Marshy  Gutt  was  Mr.  Durant's,  and  further  saith  not 

Sworn  in  court.  (Signed)  John  Hunt. 

W.  GLOvtR,  Clerk, 

And  the  said  John  Hawkins  came,  and  casteth  himself,  on  behalf  of  the 
said  Edward  Catchmaid,  upon  the  judgment  of  the  court 

By  all  which,  it  manifestly  appears  to  this  court  that  the  said  George  Du- 
rant had  the  first  right  in  and  to  the  land  by  him  held  and  possessed ;  and 
that  the  aforesaid  patent  was  surreptitiously  obtained  by  the  said  George 
Catchmaid ;  and  that  the  said  John  Durant  and  Thomas  Durant  have  a 
true  and  equitable  right  and  title  in  and  to  the  tract'  of  land  expressed  and 
bounded  in  the  before-recited  writing,  under  the  hand  of  the  said  George 
Catchmaid,  bearing  date  the  13th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1662. 

Therefore  it  is  ordered,  that  all  right  or  title  that  the  said  George  Catch- 
maid or  his  heirs  doth  or  may  claim  in  or  to  the  said  tract  of  land,  beginning 
at  a  small  creek  or  branch  now  called  Marshy  Gutt,  that  divides  this  land 
from  the  neck  called  Langley's  Neck,  and  then  down  the  river  and  sound  to 
the  east  side  of  Mr.  John  Durant's  cleared  ground,  and  from  thence  by  a  line 
north  and  by  west  a  mile  into  the  woods,  and  also  to  be  bounded  on  the 
west  by  a  line  from  the  said  Marshy  Gutt,  north  and  by  west,  a  mile  into 
the  woods,  and  from  thence  by  a  line  to  the  head  or  end  of  the  east-side 
line,  by  virtue  of  the  said  patent,  be  utterly  null  and  void.  And  that  the 
surveyor  lay  out  the  said  tract  of  land  for  the  said  John  Durant  and  Thomas 
Durant,  and  that  a  patent  be  granted  to  them  for  the  said  land  according  to 
this  decree.  (Signed)  Thomas  Harvet, 

Daniel  Akehurst, 
Francis  Tomes, 
Henderson  Walker. 
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No.  VI. 

Extracts  from  the  Commission  op  Justices  of  the  Peace,  1679. 

Albemarle. — I,  John  Harvey,  Esq.,  governor,  president  of  the  council, 
and  commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  in  Albemarle  county,  in  the  province 
of  Carolina,  with  other  the  illustrious  lords  proprietors'  deputies  of  the 
county  of  Albemarle,  in  the  province  of  Carolina,  as  above  said,  doth,  in 
his  excellency  the  palatine's  and  the  rest  of  the  illustrious  lords  proprietors' 
names,  grant  this  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  precinct  of  Berkeley,  in 
the  county  and  province  aforesaid,  as  folio weth : 

To  our  well-beloved  and  faithful  George  Durante  Alexander  Lillington^ 
Ralph  Fletcher^  and  Caleb  Callaway^  Esquires,  Greeting  : 

Know  you  that  we  have  assigned  you  and  every  one  of  you,  jointly  and 
severally,  justices,  to  keep  his  excellency  the  palatine's  and  the  rest  of  the 
true  and  absolute  lords  proprietors'  of  the  province  of  Carolina,  peace,  in  the 
precinct  of  Berkeley,  within  the  county  of  Albemarle,  &c.,  Ac. 

We  have  also  assigned  you,  and  every  two  or  more  of  you  [quorum  aliquem 
vestrum  Oeorgius  Durant  vel  Alexandras  Lillington,  unum  esse  volumus),  his 
excellency  the  palatine's  and  rest  of  the  true  and  absolute  lords  proprietors' 
justices,  to  inquire,  by  the  oaths  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  precinct 
aforesaid,  by  whom  the  truth  may  be  known,  of  all  and  all  manner  of  fel- 
onies, witchcrafts,  enchantment,  sorceries,  magic  ai-ts,  trespasses,  forestall- 
ing*, regratings,  and  extortions  whatsoever ;  and  of  all  and  singular  other 
misdeeds  and  oflfences,  of  which  justices  of  the  peace  may  or  lawfully  ought 
to  inquire,  Ac,  <fec. 


No.  VII. 


List  of  Chief-Justices,  as  far  as  they  can  be  gathered  from  the 

Records. 

Edward  Moseley,  from  1707  to  1711. 
Christopher  Gale,  from  1711  to  March,  1718. 
Tobias  Knight,  in  1718,  March  term  only. 
Frederick  Jones,  from  Nov.  4,  1718,  to  the  close  of  1720. 
Christopher  Gale,   reappointed  March  21,  1720-21.     Retained 
the  office  until  the  close  of  the  proprietary  government  in  1729. 


140  HI8T0BY  OF  KOBTH  CAKOUNA. 


List  of  those  who  held  the  Office  of  Attorkby-general* 

Mr. Abinoton,  (appears  as  A.  G.)    .  .February     26,  1694. 

Ubnobrson  Walker,  sworn  in October       30,  1695. 

RicHAUD  Plater,  sworn  in September  28,  1696. 

Daniel  Richardson 1Y14. 

John  Worlet  . . . ; August         2,  1716. 

Daniel  Richardson 1720-21. 

James  Stanaway .June  3,  1723. 

William  Little 1724. 

Thomas  Boyd April  7,  1725. 

William  Little July  27,  1725. 

Retained  the  office  until  the  close  of  the  proprietary  government  in  1729. 


CHAPTER   SECOND. 


THE  LAW  AND  ITS  ADMINISTRATION. 


N^RR^TIVE. 


CHAPTER  II. 

The  first  charter  of  the  king,  made  on  the  24th  of  March,  1663, 
had  granted  to  the  lords  proprietors  "  full  and  absolute  power,  for 
the  good  and  happy  government  of  the  said  province  [Carolina], 
to  ordain,  make,  enact,  and  under  their  seals  to  publish  any  laws 
whatsoever^  either  appertaining  to  the  public  state  of  the  said 
province,  or  to  the  private  utility  of  particular  persons,  according 
to  their  best  discretion,  of  and  with  the  advice,  assent,  and  appro- 
bation of  the  freemen  of  the  said  province,  or  of  the  gi^eater  part 
of  them,  or  of  their  delegates  or  deputies^  whom,  for  eruicting  of 
the  said  laws,  when,  and  as  often  as  need  shall  require,  we  will 
that  Edward,  Earl  of  Clarendon  [naming  also  the  other  proprie- 
tor], shall,  from  time  to  time,  assemble  in  such  manner  and  form 
as  to  them  shall  seem  best,"  &c. 

This  clause,  therefore,  constituted  the  chartered  right  of  the 
free  colonists,  first  to  a  voice  in  making  the  laws  by  which  they 
were  to  be  governed  ;  and,  secondly,  to  making  them  by  "  dele- 
gates or  deputies"  from  among  themselves,  should  the  lords  pro- 
prietors approve  of  that  mode. 

The  second  charter  to  the  same  grantees,  made  by  the  king  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1665,  contained  precisely  the  same  provision ; 
and  the  sole  qualification  of  the  powere  of  legislation  here  granted 
was,  "  that  the  said  laws  be  consonant  to  reason,  and,  as  near  as  may 
be  conveniently,  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  customs"  of  England.* 

The  lords  proprietors  appear  to  have  resolved  on  legislating,  in 
Albemarle,  "  by  delegates  or  deputies,"  and  therefore,  in  their 
second  proposals  for  settlers,  issued  soon  after  the  grant  of  their 
charter,  stated  that  the  colonists  were  "  to  have  a  governor  and 

>  See  Charters  in  Bevised  Statutes  of  N.  C,  ed.  of  1837,  vol.  ii.  pp.  487-1. 
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council  appointed  from  among  themselves,  to  see  the  laws  of  the 
assembly  put  in  due  execution ;  but  the  governor  is  to  rule  but 
three  years,  and  then  learn  to  obey :  also  he  hath  no  j)ower  to  lay 
any  tax,  or  make  or  abrogate  any  law,  without  the  consent  of  the 
colony  in  their  assembly." 

They  also  declared  that  the  colonists  were  "to  choose  annually 
from  among  themselves  a  certain  number  of  men,  according  to  their 
division,  which  constitute  the  General  Assembly,  with  the  gover- 
nor and  his  council,  and  have  the  sole  power  of  making  laws,  and 
laying  taxes  for  the  common  good  when  need  shall  require."' 

Martin  has  stated,  as  Williamson  had  done  before  him,  that  the 
colonists  were  to  present  thirteen  persons  out  of  their  own  nuniher^ 
out  of  whom  the  proprietors  were  to  choose  a  governor  and  six 
councillors ;  and  these,  together  with  six  delegates  chosen  by  tlie 
people,  were  to  constitute  the  Assembly.^  As  authority,  Martin 
refers  generally  to  Chalmere,  Lawson,  and  Archdale ;  and  Wil- 
liamson (as  is  too  much  his  habit)  gives  no  reference  at  all. 
Neither  Lawson  nor  Archdale  makes  any  such  statement  as  that 
of  Martin.  Chalmers  makes  mention  of  it,  but  not  as  applicable 
to  the  colonists  generally.  He  informs  us  that  the  proprietoi*s, 
most  unwisely,  established,  at  first,  "  for  Carolina,  a  variety  of 
separate  and  independent  colonies,  each  of  which  had  its  own  gov- 
ernment, its  own  assembly,  its  own  customs  and  lawsP '  With  their 
extensive  domain,  however,  necessity  left  them  no  other  alterna- 
tive. They  could  not,  possibly,  have  brought  all  under  one  gov- 
ernment. And  we  further  learn  from  him,  that  this  privilege, 
granted  the  colonists,  of  selecting  out  of  their  own  number,  thir- 
•teen,  from  whom  the  proprietors  were  to  choose  a  governor  and 
council,  was  granted  specially  to  "  all  persons  settling  on  Charles 
Kiver,  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Fear."*  Certain  it  is  that  no 
record  extant  shows  any  such  privilege  ever  to  have  been  exer- 
cised in  Albemarle.  The  proprietors  always,  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  Drummond,  their  first  governor  of  Albemarle  (which  was 
made  under  theij*  authority,  by  Sir  William  Berkeley),  up  to  the 
transfer  of  their  rights  to  the  crown,  appear  to  have  appointed 

1  Brief  DesoriptioD  of  the  Provinoe  of  Carolina:  London,  16C0,  p.  8.    Ante,  p.  41. 

*  1  Martin,  p.  128.    I  Williamson,  p.  94. 

»  Pol.  Annals,  p.  521.  *  Chalmerh*  Pol.  Annals,  p.  618.    • 
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the  governor  and  council  without  reference  to  the  will  of  the 
people. 

Still  it  is  true,  that  in  the  first  brief  proposals  of  the  proprietors, 
in  1j663,  there  was  the  provision  for  nominating  thirteen  persons, 
out  of  whom  the  proprietors  were  to  select  a  governor  and  six 
councillors  ;^  and  in  the  settlement  on  the  Cape  Fear,  under  Yea- 
mans,  it  was  followed ;  but  we  do  not  think  it  was  ever  acted  on 
in  Albemarle :  all  the  records,  during  the  proprietary  rule,  tend 
to  show  the  contrary. 

It  is  not  easy  to  determine  exactly  when  the  first  assembly  met 
in  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Bancroft,  on  the  authority  of  Chalmers, 
assigned  the  year  1669  as  the  period.*  But  Martin,  more  cor- 
rectly, as  we  think,  placed  it  earlier ;  because,  in  a  document  of 
the  lords  proprietors,  made  in  May,  1668,  they  expressly  say : 
"  Whereas  we  have  received  a  petition  fnmb  the  Grand  Assembly 
of  our  county  of  Albemarle."*  This  petition,  we  apprehend,  must 
have  been  sent  at  least  as  early  as  1667,  at  which  time  a  regular 
government  had  existed  in  Albemarle  but  four  years.  Some,  in- 
deed, have  supposed  that  the  first  legislature  may  have  convened 
as  early  as  1666.^  Chalmers  thinks  that  of  1667  was  "  probably 
the^^^  of  which  any  memorial  now  remains  ;'"^  but  he  is  in  error 
on  this  point.  In  the  researches  of  the  author  among  the  valuable 
MSS.  of  Mr.  Bancroft,  he  found  evidence,  satisfactory  both  to  that 
gentleman  and  himself,  of  an  assembly  held  in  Carolina,  imder 
the  adrmnwircUum  of  Drumimmd^  which  lasted  from  the  autumn 
of  1663  to  that  of  1667.  Mr.  Moore  is  correct  in  his  conjecture, 
that  there  was  an  assembly  as  early  as  1666.  The  MSS.  alluded 
to,  show  the  joint  action  of  the  provinces  of  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  "  the  assembly  of  Carolina,"  relative  to  planting  tobacco,  as 
early  as  1665  and  1666. 

The  lords  proprietors  reserv^ed  to  themselves  a  veto  on  all  acts 
passed  by  the  Grand  Assembly  of  Albemarle ;  and,  consequently, 

J  See  the  "Declaration  and  Proposals"  of  1668,  in  Elvers'  HiBtorieal  Sketches  of  South 
Carolina,  Appendix,  p.  885.    Ante,  p.  27. 

»  1  Bancroft,  Ist  ed.,  p.  151. 

'  1  Martin,  145.  The  dooument  he  alludes  to  is  the  "  great  deed  of  grant."  Bev.  Stat. 
N.  C,  ed.  1837,  p.  13,  vol.  il. 

*  B.  F.  Moore,  Esq.    Preface  to  Revised  Code  N.  C,  1856,  p.  vi. 

»  Polit,  AnnaU,  620. 
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they  had  to  be  transmitted  to  England  for  {^probation,  before 
they  became  laws.^  The  infrequency  and  uncertainty  of  commu- 
nication must,  of  course,  have  very  seriously  retarded  legislative 
sanction,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  infant  settlement ;  which  needed 
to  be  brought,  as  promptly  as  possible,  under  the  authority  of 
wholesome  laws. 

But  another  cause  added  to  this  evil.  There  was  no  printing- 
press  in  the  colony ;  and  even  after  laws  had  received  proprietary 
approbation,  no  better  mode  of  promulgating  them  could  be  found 
than  to  cause  them  to  be  copied  in  exteriso^  and  transmitted  to  the 
several  precincts,  with  an  injunction  upon  each  clerk  to  read  them 
publicly  once  a  year,  during  the  sitting  of  the  court;  and  also  at 
every  term  to  place  the  written  volume  of  statutes  open  upon  the 
court-table,  for  the  free  inspection  of  court,  bar,  and  suitors.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  unchangeable  character  of  official  habits,  we  may 
add,  that,  even  in  our  own  day,  it  is  the  custom  of  some  of  the 
clerks  of  the  counties  on  Albemarle,  still  formally  to  place  the 
printed  volume  of  statute  law  on  the  judge's  table.^ 

There  are  three  of  these  manuscript  volumes  of  our  statute  law 
still  extant,  the  most  perfect  of  which,  through  the  kindness  of  a 
friend,^  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  author.  A  collation  of  the 
three  has  led  to  the  agreeable  discovery,  that  we  are  now  prob- 
ably in  possession  of  copies  of  all  our  past  statutes,  the  obsolete  as 
well  as  those  repealed. 

The  custom  imdoubtedly  was,  as  is  stated  in  the  preface  to  the 
'*  Revised  Code"  of  1855,  to  re-examine  the  whole  body  of  statutes  ^ 
at  certain  periods,  and  to  re-enact  a  body  of  law,  embracing  many 
statutes  then  in  force,  with  a  repeal  of  all  previous  enactments. 
The  purpose  evidently  was,  to  simplify  the  whole  law  of  the  prov- 
ince, and  make  it  more  intelligible  when  read  by  the  clerk  to  the 
assembled  people. 

Thus,  in  the  manuscript  volume  now  before  us,  we  find  at  a 
biennial  assembly  held  in  1716,  these  words  placed  in  front  of  all 
the  enactments :  "  These  following  laws,  being  in  number  fifty- 
seven,  were  read  three  times  and  ratified  in  open  assembly."    This 

>  Preface  to  Eevised  Cod©  N.  C,  1855,  p.  vi.   Ante,  p.  28. 

*  Ex  rdatioM  Gov.  Swain.  >  William  B.  Bodman,  Esq.,  of  Washington. 

Vol.  n.— 10 
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was  a  revisal  of  the  whole  body  of  statute  law ;  and  at  the  close 
18  a  statement  that  the  revision  had  been  made  by  authority :  and 
a  special  enactment  repeals  all  former  laws  not  particularly  ex- 
cepted by  their  titles,  and  confirms  the  whole  as  "  the  body  of 
the  laws  of  the  government."  Tlie  volume  contains  also  all  the 
excepted  laws,  as  well  as  those  marked  in  the  earliest  printed 
revisal  as  then  "  obsolete." 

J  In  1669,  the  "  Fundamental  Constitutions,"  as  they  were  termed, 
were  sent  over  by  the  lords  proprietors :  a  full  account  of  these, 
however,  we  reserve  for  a  future  page.  It  is  enough  here  to  re- 
mark, that  they  were  not  adapted  to  the  country,  and  were  abro- 
gated in  1698 ;  but  even  after  their  abrogation,  the  style  of  enact- 
ment continued  unaltered :  "  Be  it  enacted,  by  his  excellency  the 
palatine  and  the  rest  of  the  true  and  absolute  lords  proprietors  of 
Carolina,  by  and  with  tlie  advice  and  consent  of  the  rest  of  the 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,"  &c. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  earliest  legislation  the 
"  Grand  Assembly,"  as  it  was  termed,  constituted  but  one  house, 
composed  of  the  govenior,  twelve  councilloi-s,  and  twelve  repre- 
sentatives, chosen  by  the  freeholders.  This,  it  would  seem,  was 
by  virtue  of  a  coNSTrruTioN  granted  to  the  Colony  in  1667,  when 
Stephens  succeeded  the  first  governor,  Dnmimond.  Tliis  was  the 
first  constitution  granted  by  the  proprietors.  Of  aU  its  provisions 
we  cannot  speak  with  certainty,  as  the  document  itself,  so  far  as 
we  now  know,  is  not  ex:tant.  From  former  historians,  however,  we 
learn  what  we  have  here  stated  concerning  the  assembly,  and  also, 
that  by  the  instrument,  the  governor  for  the  time  being  was  au- 
thorized to  make  grants  or  patents  of  land  in  the  name  of  the  pro- 
prietors.^ Chalmers  is  most  minute  in  giving  information  concern- 
ing this  constitution.  There  was  a  governor  appointed  by  the 
proprietors,  who  acted  entirely  by  the  advice  of  a  council  of  twelve, 
one  half  of  which  was  appointed  by  himself,  the  other  half  by  the 
assembly.  The  assembly  was  composed  of  the  governor,  this  coun- 
cil, and  twelve  delegates  chosen  annually  by  the  freeholders. 
This  was  what  is  called  "  the  Grand  Assembly"  in  our  early  rec- 
ords.    This  assembly  had  not  only  power  to  make  laws,  but  pos- 

»  1  Martin,  144-6.   Preface  to  "  Revised"  Code  N.  C,  1855,  by  B.  F.  Moore,  Esq. 
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Bessed  a  large  portion  of  executwe  authority  also.  It  could  convene 
and  adjourn  itself,  it  appointed  all  oiBcers,  and  had  the  right  of 
presentation  to  all  churches.  No  taxes  could  be  imposed  without 
its  assent.  There  were  various  regulations  provided  for  the  secu- 
rity of  property.  The  lands  were  held  under  it  by  the  free  tenure 
of  socage.  There  was  perfect  freedom  allowed  in  the  matter  of 
religion.  All  men  who  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king 
and  fidelity  to  the  proprietors  were  entitled  to  equal  privileges. 
This  was  a  system  possessing  an  adaptation  to  the  actual  state  of 
things  in  the  colony,  and  was  received  by  the  inhabitants,  says 
Chalmers,  "  with  a  satisfaction  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of 
it"*  The  settlement  seems  to  have  been  in  peace  and  prosperity 
under  it ;  and  it  is  wonderful,  that  with  the  lights  of  experience  it 
afforded,  the  proprietors  could  afterward  have  fallen  into  the  egre- 
gious blunder  of  endeavoring  to  substitute  for  it  the  "  Fundamental 
Constitutions."  At  a  later  period,  during  the  proprietary  rule,  this 
was  changed,  and  the  "  General  Assembly"  formed  two  houses :  an 
upper,  consisting  of  the  governor  and  council,  six  in  number ;  and 
a  lower,  composed  of  the  burgesses  chosen  by  the  people. 

Having  thus  presented  the  best  account  we  have  been  able  to 
collect  from  our  materials,  of  the  legislative  body,  we  now  pro- 
ceed to  a  brief  sketch  of  the  enactments  made  during  the  times  of 
proprietary  rule.  The  laws  made  in  any  country  are  a  picture  of 
that  country  for  the  period  covered  by  the  date  of  their  enactment ; 
so  that  it  has  been  well  said,  the  statute-book  of  a  country  is  some- 
times its  best  history.  This  remark  is  especially  true  of  a  region 
in  the  infancy  of  its  settlement.  The  laws  then  made  are,  of  ne- 
cessity, founded  on  the  pressure  of  actual  wants  calling  for  an 
immediate  remedy.  That  remedy,  too,  must  be  one  adapted  to  the 
existing  condition  of  a  society  struggling  to  subdue  a  wilderness 
and  overcome  unwonted  privations.  The  artificial  necessities  of 
a  more  refined  and  cultivated  social  state  furnish,  on  the  early 
statute-book,  no  evidence  of  their  existence.  The  wild  lawlessness 
of  rude,  and  often  penniless,  adventurers,  the  moral  delinquency 
of  criminals  seeking  to  place  themselves  beyond  the  reach  of  well- 
administered  governments,  are  topics  more  apt  to  suggest  them- 

>  Chalmen*  Polit.  Annals,  p.  5S4. 
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selves  to  the  reader,  than  any  others,  in  glancing  at  the  early 
colonial  legislation  of  a  country ;  and  in  this  respect,  Carolina 
neither  furnishes  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  nor  yet  presents 
a  picture  worse  than  that  of  her  sister  colonies.  A  favorite  phrase 
applied  to  her  in  the  earliest  times  by  her  northern  neighbor,  was 
(as  we  are  told)  "  Rogue's  Harbor."  That  there  were  rogues  soutli 
of  Virginia,  as  well  as  in  it,  is  undoubtedly  true ;  and  most  prob- 
able also  is  it,  that  some  of  them  lived  in  what  is  now  a  part  of 
North  Cai'olina.  But,  as  we  have  already  explained  in  our  previous 
chapter  on  the  progress  of  settlement,  the  first  charter  to  the  lords 
proprietors  did  7wt  include  the  country  of  Albemarle,  It  was  not 
until  1665  that  Carolina  was  extended  north,  by  the  second  patent, 
up  to  the  southern  boundary  of  Virginia.  Tliere  was  consequently 
between  the  two  provinces  a  region  of  a  half  degree  of  latitude  in 
width,  which  included  all  the  country  of  Albemarle,  and  indeed 
the  whole  tier  of  northern  counties  in  what  is  now  North  Carolina. 
Into  this  middle  ground,  this  "  no  man's  land,"  we  are  expressly 
told  emigrants  came  from  Virginia,  because  it  was  under  no  gov- 
erninent :  some  of  them  may  have  been  rogues,  probably  they 
were.  The  facts,  however,  furnish  two  very  obvious  reflections, 
and  with  them  we  dismiss  the  subject :  first,  these  rogues  came 
not  ifito  Carolina;  for  their  hiding-place,  Albemarle,  was  not 
then  within  her  limits  and  jurisdiction :  and  secondly,  had  it  been, 
they  brought  their  roguery  with  them  ready  mside  from  Virginia. 
We  will  now  endeavor  to  show  the  reader  that  the  legislation  of 
Carolina  furnished  no  special  encouragement  to  roguery,  whether 
imported  or  domestic. 

Population. 

It  may  well  be  supposed  that  one  of  the  earliest  wants  that  would 
be  felt  in  the  new  settlement  was  that  of  insufficient  population. 
Inmiense  bodies  of  fertile  but  uncleared  lands  were  all  around 
them.  From  these  lands  they  were  to  obtain  their  supplies  of 
bread;  and  though  it  may  be  true,  as  we  believe  it  is,  that  no 
land  was  ever  visited  by  famine  where  Indian  com  is  a  staple  of 
its  production,  yet  the  mere  adaptation  of  soil  and  climate  to  that 
grain  would,  of  course,  avail  nothing  without  the  labor  of  man  in 
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its  production.  Fields  of  com  are  not  anywhere  a  spontaneous 
oflTering  of  the  earth.  Hence  the  lords  proprietors  spai'ed  no  efforts, 
as  we  have  seen,  to  procure  colonists.  The  liberality  of  their  offers 
suflSciently  indicates  their  solicitude  in  this  particular.  Every  man 
with  a  family  was  entitled  to  receive  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
each,  for  himself,  his  wife,  his  children,  and  his  men-servants; 
and  for  each  woman-servant  or  slave,  fifty  acres,  paying  at  most 
a  halfpenny  per  acre  per  annum  to  the  lords  proprietors,  in  full  of 
all  demands.  Every  man-servant,  at  the  expiration  of  his  service, 
was  entitled  to  one  hundred  acres,  and  every  woman-servant  to 
fifty,  with  tools  and  implements  for  cultivation.  These  were  the 
earliest  offers. 

At  a  later  period  (1668),  by  the  "Great  Deed  of  Grant"  the 
proprietors  endeavored  to  lighten  still  more  the  burden  of  the  land- 
holders ;  and  on  their  petition,  conceded  to  them  the  right  to  hold 
their  lands,  as  lands  were  held,  under  grants  from  the  crown,  in 
Virginia.  The  benefit  of  this  was  an  exemption  from  forfeiture 
and  return  to  the  lords  proprietors,  unless  three  acres  should  be 
cleared  and  planted  within  three  years,  for  every  fifty  acres  of  the 
grant 

The  legislature  was  as  anxious  as  the  proprietors  to  increase  the 
population.  One  of  its  first  laws  was  to  exempt  every  new-comer 
from  taxation  for  a  year.  Tliis  indeed  might  induce  emigrants  to 
come,  but  it  also  opened  a  door  for  frauds  against  which  the  assem- 
bly was  obliged  promptly  to  provide.  Individuals,  as  they  state 
in  the  preamble  to  one  of  their  acts,  "  resort  into  this  country,  and 
perhaps  in  a  short  time  leave  it  again ;  yet  nevertheless  whilst  they 
are  here  they  make  sale  of  their  rights  and  lands,  which  thing  may 
prove  very  prejudicial  to  our  lords  proprietors  and  to  the  speedy 
settlement  of  this  government."^  To  remedy  this,  they  enacted 
that  no  one  should  make  sale  of  his  right  to  any  lands,  until  he  had 
been  for  two  years  an  actual  resident  in  the  country. 

There  was  also  another  evil,  arising  from  the  facility  of  obtain- 
ing lands,  against  which  they  found  it  necessary  to  guard.  This 
they  have  expressed  in  the  preamble  to  "  an  act  for  the  speedy  set- 
tlement of  lands."    In  it  they  recite  that  "  there  are  several  of  the 

»  MSS.  Laws,  p.  298. 
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inhabitants  within  tJiis  country  that  formerly  did  clear  some  small 
quantity  of  land  and  built  some  houses  tlioreon,  which  they  have 
forsaken — and  the  land  lyeth  void  and  unplanted,  which  proves  an 
hindrance  of  the  settlement  of  the  country."*  The  remedy  pro- 
vided was,  to  allow  any  one,  on  proof  of  such  abandonment  before 
the  council,  to  obtain  from  that  body  an  order  pennitting  him  to 
take  possession  as  owner ;  such  order  on  tlie  records  constituting 
evidence  of  perfect  title. 

Legislative  interposition  was  also  found  necessarj'  in  another 
particular  concerning  lands.  In  the  infancy  of  the  settlement 
tliere  were  few  or  no  roads.  Tlie  country  north  of  Albemarle, 
where  they  were,  has  many  streams,  navigable  for  vessels  larger 
or  smaller,  and  by  these  chiefly  the  products  of  the  earth  were 
transported,  and  comnmnication  was  maintained  between  the  in- 
.habitants  of  the  different  parts  of  the  colony.  Boats  were,  in  that 
day,  more  numerous  than  horses.  Under  such  circumstances, 
every  one  about  to  enter  land  and  obtain  a  grant  would  select,  as 
far  as  was  possible,  the  whole  body  of  it  in  a  narrow  belt  on  some 
creek  or  river,  that  he  might  obtain  lands  uniformly  rich,  and  have 
facility  of  transportation  from  all  parts  of  his  plantation,  bounded, 
as  it  thus  would  be,  on  one  side  by  the  stream.  The  consequence 
of  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  to  render  the  lands  in  the  interior, 
off  the  streams,  much  less  desirable,  while  it  also  retarded  the  es- 
tablishment of  towns  on  the  water-courses  thus  appropriated  by  the 
proprietoi's  of  large  plantations*  These  were  evils  under  which,  as 
was  well  known  in  Carolina,  Virginia  had  suffered. 

After  some  experience  of  these  evils,  the  legislature  enacted 
that  whoever  thereafter  would  enter  lands,  must  fii-st  obtain,  from 
the  secretary's  ofllce,  a  warrant  directed  to  the  surveyor-general, 
in  which  the  quantity  of  land  he  would  enter  must  be  particularly 
mentioned.  This  he  was  to  give  to  the  surveyor,  with  particular 
information  of  the  locality  in  which  he  would  have  the  survey 
made :  within  eight  months  the  survey  and  return  thereof  would 
be  made,  unless  the  surveyor  had  in  his  possession  a  previous  wai-- 
rant  of  survey  for  some  one  else,  in  the  same  locality.  But  if 
the  survey  was  to  be  made  on  a  navigable  stream,  the  line  from 

1  MSS.  Laws,  p.  296. 
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the  stream  into  the  interior  was  not  to  be  less  than  one  mile,  and 
no  one  tract  could  be  surveyed  of  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  (one  square  mile) ;  nor  could  two  tracts  of  that  size  be  sur- 
veyed for  the  same  individual,  without  placing  them  at  least  two 
miles  asunder :  so  that,  lawfully,  there  could  be  no  original  survey 
of  a  tract  or  plantation  with  a  water-line  of  more  than  a  mile. 
When  the  land  was  not  on  the  water,  the  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  were  to  be  laid  off,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  a  square.  They 
also  provided  that  mere  warrant  and  survey  should  not  constitute 
a  title,  without  the  issue  of  a  regular  grant  or  patent  thereon.  At 
a  later  period,  when  some  advance  had  been  made  toward  perma- 
nency of  settlements,  they  increased  the  quit-rent  to  one  shilling 
for  every  fifty  acres,  and  made  the  grant  void  if  "  not  seated  "  in 
three  yeai*s;  defining  "seating"  to  mean,  "building  a  habitable*^ 
house,  clearing,  fencing,  and  planting  at  least  one  acre.^ 

They  very  wisely  concluded  that  the  true  policy  of  the  country 
was  to  encourage  a  pei^inanent  occupancy  of  the  land.  Hence 
they  made  seven  years'  actual,  undisturbed  possession,  under  "any 
sale,"  or  "indorsement  of  a  jjatent,"  or  ^^ otherwise ^'^  a  good  title 
against  all  the  world.  They  established  an  office  for  the  registra- 
tion of  all  conveyances  and  mortgages  of  lands,  and  provided  a 
mode  as  a  substitute  for  fine  and  recovery,  in  the  conveyance  of 
lands  by  a  femme  covert.  It  is  that  which  still  prevails,  the  ac- 
knowledgment or  proof  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  by  the  wife, 
and  her  private  examination  by  the  judge  or  proper  oflicer,  as  to 
her  having  acted  voluntarily  and  without  constraint  in  signing. 

In  furtherance  also  of  the  great  predominating  wish  to  increase 
the  population,  they  made  a  difference  between  the  foreign  and 
domestic  creditor,  giving  to  the  latter  the  preference ;  and  in  tlie 
case  of  a  foreign  debt,  actually  prohibiting,  we  are  told,  suit  on  it 
as  against  a  new-comer^  for  five  years  after  his  arrival  in  the  coun- 
tpy.*  This  may  be  true :  we  are  bound,  however,  to  state  that  we 
have  sought  in  vain  for  any  such  statute  in  our  early  manuscript 
laws,  though  Chalmers  says  there  was  such  an  enactment.^    Tliere 

» 1  Martin,  p.  145. 

«  Polit.  Annuls,  p.  526.  A  friend,  B.  F.  Moore,  Esq.,  has  also  assured  the  author  that 
be  has  seen  such  a  law  among  our  earlier  enactments.  We  will  not,  therefore,  positively 
deny  its  existence,  tliough  wo  must  add  that  we  have  sought  for  it  in  vain. 
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is,  however,  an  early  law  on  the  subject,  which  provides  that  any 
one  constituted  an  attorney  for  a  creditor  residing  out  of  the  prov- 
ince, shall  not  bring  suit  on  any  foreign  claim,  without  first  giving 
bond  and  security  for  costs.  But  this  done,  he  might  sue  at  once ; 
and  if  a  judgment  should  be  obtained  on  such  foreign  claim,  it 
was  enacted  that  no  execution  should  issue  thereon,  until  all  ac- 
tions and  suits  against  the  same  defendant,  then  depending  on  home 
contracts,  were  satisfied  or  discharged.  Such  satisfaction,  how- 
ever, was  required  to  be  made  within  a  reasonable  time  after  judg- 
ment on  the  foreign  claim, — the  time  to  be  named  by  the  judge, 
when  he  rendered  judgment  on  the  foreign  claim.     Nor  could  ex- 

'  ecution  issue  until  all  home  debts  that  were  made  legally  to  appear 
against  the  defendant,  within  six  months  after  judgment  on  the  for- 
eign claim^  were  also  satisfied,  within  a  period  to  be  named  by  the 
judge  as  before.  But  if  the  home  creditors  failed  to  act  in  secu- 
ring their  debts  within  the  time  named  by  the  court  for  their  ben- 
efit, then  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  in  the  judgment  rendered  on  the 
foreign  claim,  might  sue  out  his  execution  and  have  it  satisfied,  if 
there  were  property  on  which  to  levy.  It  is  easy  to  see  the  facility 
here  afibrded  for  fraudulent  connivance  between  a  debtor  and  a 
pretended  home  creditor,  in  defeating  the  satisfaction  of  a  just 
debt  from  abroad.  The  law  was  radically  wrong  in  principle.  It 
was  unwise  as  well  as  unjust,  in  thus  distinguishing  between  debts 
due  at  home  and  abroad. 

Tliis  most  inequitable  enactment  formed  the  subject  of  remon- 
strance and  complaint  to  the  crown  many  years  afterward  from 
the  merchants  of  London,  and  was  finally  abrogated.  But  it  con- 
tinued in  force  several  years,  and  shows,  in  the  approval  of  it  by 
the  lords  proprietors,  their  deep  solicitude  to  entice  settlers  into 
the  country.     Its  impolicy  is  as  patent  as  its  injustice,  for  much 

^  was  not  to  be  hoped  for  from  such  emigrants  as  it  protected ;  but 
it  did  not  cease  to  be  law  until  the  proprietary  rule  was  over. 

One  other  law  for  the  encouragement  of  population  remains  to 
be  noticed.  It  has  given  rise  to  some  abortive  efforts  at  wit, 
which,  if  genuine,  would,  we  think,  be  sadly  misplaced ;  and  has, 
beside,  sorely  troubled  the  over-sensitive  consciences  of  some  of 
later  times,  the  gnat-strainers  and  camel-swallowei-s  who  thank  God 
they  are  "  not  as  other  men  are."    We  allude  to  the  law  concern- 
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ing  marriages,  one  of  the  very  first  enactments  on  the  statute-book 
of  the  first  legislators.  And  here  we  prefer  to  set  forth  their  con- 
duct in  their  own  words. 

"  Forasmuch  as  there  may  be  divers  people  that  are  minded  to 
be  joined  together  in  the  holy  estate  of  wedlock ;  and  for  that 
there  is  no  minister  yet  in  this  country  by  whom  the  said  persons 
may  be  joined  in  wedlock,  according  to  the  rites  and  customs  of 
our  natural  country,  the  kingdom  of  England ;  that  none  may  be 
hindered  from  so  necessary  a  work  for  the  preservation  of  man- 
kind and  settlement  of  this  country :  It  is  enacted,  and  be  it  en-  ^ 
acted  by  the  palatine  and  lords  proprietors  of  Carolina,  by  and 
with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the  present  Grand  Assembly,  and 
the  authority  thereof,  that  any  two  persons  desirous  to  be  joined 
together  in  the  holy  estate  of  matrimony,  taking  three  or  four  of • 
the  neighbors  along  with  them  and  repairing  to  the  governor  or 
any  one  of  the  council,  before  him  declaring  that  they  do  join  to- 
gether in  the  holy  estate  of  wedlock,  and  do  accept  one  the  other 
for  man  and  wife,  and  the  said  governor  or  councillor  before  whom 
such  act  is  performed  giving  certificate  thereof,  and  the  said  cer- 
tificate being  registered  in  the  secretary's  office,  or  by  the  register 
of  the  precinct,  or  in  such  office  as  shall  hereafter  be  appointed 
for  that  use,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  lawful  marriage,  and  the  pei^sons 
violating  that  marriage  shall  be  punished  as  if  they  had  been 
married  by  a  minister,  according  to  the  rites  and  customs  of 
England." 

It  is  difficult  to  conjecture  any  other  course,  which,  under  the 
circumstances,  they  could  reasonably  have  adopted.  The  very 
fact  that  any  plan  was  devised  to  afford  a  legal  and  decent  mode  . 
of  entering  into  the  marriage  contract,  certainly  implies  that  the 
moral  sense  of  the  community  revolted  at  general  .concubinage. 
And  what  could  the  legislature  do  but  consider  marriage  as  being, 
what  in  the  eye  of  the  municipal  law  it  certainly  is,  a  civil  con- 
tract only?  It  is  indeed  a  contract  to  which  religion,  by  her 
sanctions,  may  properly  impart  additional  solemnity  ;  and  the 
Christian  may  well  believe  that  its  obligations  are  enforced  by 
Divine  authority.  No  wise  legislature  will  ever  be  found  making 
laws  to  relax  those  obligations ;  but  as  little  will  it  be  foimd  to  treat 
the  tie  otherwise  than  it  treats  all  other  lawlul  engagements,  vol- 
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untarily  made  by  competent  contracting  parties,  as  a  civil  contract 
merely.  There  were  many  of  the  early  colonies  of  America  that 
allowed  to  the  magistracy  power  to  unite  parties  in  marriage ; 
and  in  some,  as  in  New  England,  there  was  no  dearth  of  ministers. 
In  many,  the  power  exists  to  this  day,  simply  because  the  muni- 
cipal law  considers  the  contract  as  civil  merely.  The  society  of 
"  Friends,"  even  now,  know  no  ceremony  in  mamage,  beyond  the 
public  declaration  of  the  parties  before  the  congregation,  that  they 
then  and  there  enter  into  a  contract  to  be  to  each  other  husband 
and  wife,  and  the  signing  of  a  certificate  by  those  present  of  their 
public  declaration.  Now,  at  the  very  time  this  law  was  made, 
there  were  "  Friends"  residing  in  the  province,  whose  mamages, 
thus  solemnized,  were  considered  legal,  and  oflfended  no  sense  of 
propriety,  much  less  shocked  the  sensibilities  of  the  most  austere 
piety.  And  these  "  Friends"  were  entitled,  by  express  grant  from 
the  proprietors,  thus  to  adhere  to  their  peculiar  usages ;  for  they 
had  declared  to  them  as  an  inducement  to  emigrate,  *'  there  is  full 
4  and  free  liberty  of  conscience  granted  to  all,  so  tliat  no  man  is  to 
be  molested  or  called  in  question  for  matters  of  religious  concern ; 
but  every  one  to  be  obedient  to  the  civil  government,  worshipping 
God  after  their  own  way."  ^  What  more  did  the  legislature  by  its 
act  than  substantially  apply  the  lawful  usages  of  the  "  Friends"' to 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  province  ? 

Jndianq. 

Another  subject  that  must  have  demanded  attention  from  the 
first  moment  of  settlement,  was  the  relation  of  the  colonists  to  the 
natives  around  them ;  and  it  is  a  proud  testimony  that  Lawson 
bears,  when  he  wi'ites :  "  It  is  remarkable  that  no  place  on  the 
continent  of  America  has  seated  an  English  colony  so  free  from 
bloodshed  as  Carolina — which  is  worthy  of  notice  when  we  con- 
sider how  oddly  it  was  first  planted  with  inhabitants."*  Tliis  he 
wrote  in  1709,  up  to  which  time  there  had  indeed  been  almost  no 
bloodshed.  Little,  however,  did  he  then  tliink  that  in  the  war  with 
the  Tuscarora  and  Core  Indians,  which  occurred  three  or  four  years 

»  Brief  Description  of  Carolina:  London,  1666,  p.  6.    Ante,  p.  40. 
*  Lawson's  Carolina,  p.  86. 
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afterward,  and  of  which  the  particulars  will  be  found  in  our  fu- 
ture pages,  he  himself  would  be  one  of  the  earliest  victims,  en- 
countering a  death  as  cruel  as  savage  barbaiity  could  devise. 
Still,  we  believe  it  to  be  true,  as  he  has  stated,  that  during  the 
first  years  of  the  proprietary  rule,  and  indeed  up  to  the  war  above 
named,  the  relations  between  the  whites  and  Indians  were  verv 
amicable. 

In  the  instructions  given  by  the  lords  proprietors  to  their  gov- 
ernors, we  find  a  commendable  solicitude  on  this  subject :  "  You  v' 
are  to  take  great  care  that  the  Indians  be  not  abused,  and  justice 
be  duly  administered  to  them  in  our  courts,  and  that  you  endeavor 
your  utmost  to  create  a  firm  friendship  with  them."^  The  legis- 
lature was  not  wanting  in  efforts  to  the  same  benevolent  ends. 
Thus  we  find  laws  regulating  trade  with  them,  and  strangers  pro- 
hibited from  coming  in  to  caiTy  on  such  trade ;  because,  as  we 
suppose,  such  strangers  violating  the  law  and  imposing  on  the 
Indians,  escaped  all  penalty  by  immediately  returning  home  to 
Virginia.  Again,  we  find  the  molestation  of  an  Indian  by  a  white 
man  positively  prohibited  under  a  penalty,  with  a  power  allowed 
to  the  Indian  of  making  complaint  of  such  molestation  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  other  authorities ;  and  even  when  a  wrong  was  done  by 
a  native  to  his  white  neighbor,  in  the  destmction  or  theft  of  his 
property,  the  injured  white  was  not  permitted  to  exercise  the 
"blind  justice"  of  revenge.  There  were  "commissioners  for  In- 
dian affairs"  appointed,  and  before  these,  or  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring magistrates,  the  offender  was  to  be  brought;  and  they, 
taking  as  an  associate  "the  ruler  or  head-man  of  the  town  to 
which  the  Indian  belongs"  (thus  speaks  the  statute),  might  try  the 
accused,  and  punish  him  if  guilty.  The  savage,  however,  had  a 
right  of  appeal  from  their  decision  to  the  governor  and  council. 
Before  tlie  same  tribunal  all  matters  in  dispute  on  contract,  be- 
tween a  white  and  a  native,  were  to  be  brought  and  equitably 
adjudicated.  A  right  of  appeal  was  reserved  in  these  cases  also. 
And  to  prevent  occasions  of  dispute,  no  white  man  was  allowed  •" 
to  buy  any  lands  from  an  Indian.^   If  an  Indian  committed  a  mur- 


»  MSS.  in  office  of  Secretary  of  State.    Records  of  Council. 
3  MSS.  Laws,  and  Records  of  CoiinoiL 
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der  on  a  white,  the  case  was  tried  by  the  governor  and  council  ;* 
if  on  an  Indian,  he  was  left  to  the  tribe  to  which  the  murdered 
man  belonged.*  These  indicate  the  character  of  the  legislation 
toward  the  native;  and  the  records  which  we  have  consulted  of 
this  early  period  justify  the  statement,  that  our  ancestors,  during 
the  first  years  of  their  settlement,  pursued  a  policy  toward  the 
savage  alike  humane  and  wise.  Its  subsequent  change,  as  will  be 
seen  hereafter,  was  not  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  wanton  cruelty, 
but  was  forced  upon  them  by  a  stem  necessity,  created  not  by 
their  act,  but  by  the  wickedness  of  faction,  imposing  on  the  igno- 
rance of  the  untutored  savage. 

Agriculture. 

Settlers  who  would  subdue  the  wilderness  and  cultivate  the 
earth  having  been  obtained,  and  such  relations  with  their  savage 
neighbors  as  would  insure  them  security  and  peace  having  been 
established,  it  was  but  natural  that,  so  far  as  agriculture  need- 
ed legislative  regulation  and  encouragement,  it  should  next  re- 
ceive attention.  Accordingly,  we  find,  among  the  earliest  laws, 
^some  regulating  the  height  and  proper  construction  of  fences; 
some  enjoining  the  marking  anmiariy  horses,  cattle,  and  stock, 
requiring  each  man's  brand  or  mark  to  be  duly  registered  in  the 
records  of  the  precinct, — ^imposing  penalties  for  mismarking  or 
altering  a  mark ;  and,  in  short,  seeking  to  afford  all  possible  pro- 
tection to  those  honestly  engaged  in  promoting  the  increase  of 
domestic  animals  in  the  country.  As  an  evidence  of  their  earn- 
estness in  this  respect,  and  as  a  feature  in  the  picture  of  the  times, 
it  is  worthy  of  note,  that  if  one  who  killed  or  stole  a  domestic 
quadruped  could  not  pay  the  penalty,  which,  in  the  first  instance, 
was  pecuniary,  another  penalty  was  provided,  somewhat  startling 
to  modem  modes  of  thinking.  If  the  tliief  were  an  unmarried 
man,  he  was  sold  for  two  years  into  bondage  to  any  one  who 
would  take  him  for  that  period  and  pay  the  penalty ;  and  if  he 
were  married  (as  his  family  might  suffer  from  the  loss  of  his  . 
labor),  he  was  punished  for  the  first  offence  by  twenty  stripes  at 

» Records  of  Council.  «  Archdalc's  Carolina,  Charleston  ed.,  p.  12. 


THE   LAW   AND  ITS   AXOCINISTRATION.  167 

the  public  whipping-post,  and  required  to  give  security  to  offend 
no  more  in  like  manner.  For  the  second  offence  he  received 
thirty-nine  stripes,  and  was  transported  out  of  the  government. 
It  was  made  penal  also  to  drive  the  stock  of  another  off  the 
owner's  land  without  permission ;  and  as  Virginians,  who  came 
over  to  buy  cattle  and  stock,  were,  according  to  the  preamble  of 
the  law,  somewhat  addicted  to  "driving  away  cattle  or  hoggs 
which  they  had  not  purchased,"  it  was  thought  advisable  to  guard 
the  passes.  And  as  the  roads  into  Vii'ginia  were  not  then  very 
numerous  (there  were  but  three),  toll-gates  were  established  upon 
each  at  the  boundary  line,  and  eveiy  drover  going  into  Virginia 
was  obliged  to  enter  on  the  toll-books  a  minute  description,  with 
all  its  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  of  every  animal  in  his  herds, 
droves,  and  flocks.  The  reader  probably  will  be  disposed  to 
think  that  "  Eogue's  Harbor "  does  not  appear,  at  that  time  at 
least,  to  have  been  exclusively  on  the  southern  side  of  the  line. 

There  was  another  unneighborly  act,  which  the  same  statute 
brings  to  our  notice.  As  the  climate  was  not  severe,  it  was  com- 
mon then,  even  as  it  is  in  some  parts  now,  to  drive  cattle  and  hogs 
to  regions  best  furnished  with  food  for  them,  "  to  winter,"  as  it  is 
termed.  The  Virginians  were  in  the  habit  of  thus  disposing  of 
their  animals  on  the  Carolina  side  of  the  line,  and  the  rangers 
were  directed  to  seize  all  such  animals  from  Virginia,  except 
when  their  owner  was  the  proprietor  of  lands  in  Carolina,  which 
were  occupied  by  his  tenants. 

Lands  (sometimes  after  clearing  and  occupancy)  escheated  to 
the  lords  proprietors  by  non-payment  of  the  quit-rent,  or  failure  to 
comply  with  some  condition  of  the  grant.  That  they  might  not  lie 
uncultivated  or  useless,  an  escheator-general  was  appointed,  and 
it  was  lawful  for  any  one  to  apply,  by  petition,  to  the  governor 
and  council  for  such  lands,  which  were  granted  to  the  petitioner 
on  the  payment  of  two  pence  per  acre,  if  the  escheator-general 
reported,  after  inquisition  held,  that  the  former  proprietor  had  for- 
feited them,  and  they  had  lawfully  escheated. 

Another  custom,  borrowed  undoubtedly  from  the  practice  in 
England,  of  walking  annually  around  the  bounds  of  a  parish,  with 
some  of  the  younger  inhabitants,  in  order  to  fix  its  limits  in  their 
memories,  was  introduced,  and  made  the  subject  of  a  law,  imder 
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the  name  of  ^^ processioning.'^^  This  provided  that,  once  in  every 
^  three  years,  a  procession  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  under 
the  supervision  of  two  freeholders,  appointed  for  tlie  purpose, 
should  walk  around  the  boundaries  of  each  tract  for  which  a 
patent  had  issued,  and  renew  the  boundary  marks  where  neces- 
sary. Tliis  was  to  be  done  at  a  period  of  the  year  to  be  designated 
by  the  vestry  of  each  parish,  in  districts  made  by  them  to  suit 
public  convenience ;  and  its  object  was  to  fix  boundaries  in  tlie 
memory  of  many  individuals,  and  thus  prevent  lawsuits  on  ques- 
tions of  boundary.  All  these  "  processionings "  were  to  be  re- 
turned to  court  and  duly  recorded ;  and  after  the  lands  of  any  one 
had  been  thus  lawfully  "processioned"  twice^  he  was  to  be 
deemed  the  sole  owner ;  and  in  any  suit  thereafter  touching  his 
^  title,  he  might  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  in 
evidence. 

A  premium  was  offered,  also,  for  the  destruction  of  wolves, 
wild-cats,  panthei*8,  and  squirrels ;  from  the  depredations  of  all 
which,  the  agriculturists  are  said  to  have  suffered  much  in  the 
early  days  of  the  colony.  In  the  work  of  destruction  the  Indians 
were  found  to  be  especially  useful,  and  a  larger  premium  was 
given  to  the  native  than  to  the  white  man. 

But  corn  was  planted  and  matured  in  vain,  if  it  were  not  con- 
verted into  bread.  There  were  no  mills  in  the  country  at  first. 
The  grain  continued  for  some  years  to  be  reduced  to  meal  by  the 
use  of  the  pestle  and  mortar.  Every  encouragement  was  therefore 
given  to  the  erection  of  mills.  The  law  enacted,  that  if  any  one 
were  desirous  of  erecting  such  a  construction  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  whether  to  be  worked  by  wind  or  water  power,  he  might 
select  his  site  on  any  man's  land  tliat  afforded  a  proper  situation. 
^  On  his  application  to  the  precinct  court,  the  surveyor-general  was 
ordered  to  lay  out,  if  for  a  water-mill,  two  acres,  and  if  for  a  wind- 
mill, half  an  acre.  The  applicant  was  also  at  liberty  to  use  any  of 
the  timber  growing  on  the  adjacent  lands,  in  erecting  tlie  mill ; 
but  sworn  appraisers  were  to  value  the  land  and  timber  taken, 
and  the  owner  was  obliged  to  dispose  of  them  to  the  mill-builder  at 
their  valuation.  The  proprietor,  however,  had  two  privileges  re- 
served to  him  :  first,  his  garden  and  orchard  could  not  be  taken  as 
a  mill-site ;  and,  secondly,  he  might,  if  he  pleased,  build  and  own 


THE  LAW  AND  ITS  ADMINISTRATION.  159 

the  mill  himself.  If  he  did  not  act  on  this  latter  privilege,  then 
the  applicant  might  take  the  site,  but  was  bound  to  erect  the 
mill  within  two  years. 

Servants  and  Slaves. 

Another  point  intimately  connected  with  agricultural  pursuits, 
was  the  protection  of  each  man's  rights  in  the  particular  of  labor. 
Slavery  existed  in  Carolina  from  the  beginning  of  its  settlement. 
Before  the  grant  to  the  lords  proprietors,  and  before  the  establish- 
ment of  any  organized  government,  settlers  came  from  Virginia 
into  Albemarle,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  first  Afri-*"  ' 
can  slaves  were  brought  in  by  them  on  their  migration.  Beside 
these,  however,  there  were  also  Indian  slaves,  who  had  been  madev  2 
so  for  crime,  or  sold,  by  some  of  their  own  race,  as  captives  taken 
in  war.  There  was  yet  a  third  class  of  bondmen  :  this  consisted 
of  whites  who  had  been  indentured  in  England  and  brought  by  * 
their  masters  into  the  colony ;  or  of  such  as  had  been  made  ap- 
prentices by  the  courts  of  the  province ;  and  to  this  class  also 
belonged  all  such  as  had  been  kidnapped  in  England,  brought 
over  and  sold ;  and  such  as,  by  act  of  Parliament,  had  been  tmns- 
ported  to  the  colony  for  crime  and  then  sold,  for  a  term  of  years, 
to  the  highest  bidder.  But  of  this  subject  we  shall  have  occasion 
to  speak  more  particularly  hereafter.  It  suffices  for  our  present 
purpose  to  say,  that,  at  the  period  of  which  we  are  now  writing, 
all  these  forms  of  servitude  existed  in  the  province. 

The  law  that  was  framed  to  secure  to  the  master  the  services  of 
his  laborers,  enacted  first,  as  to  ^j^hites,  that  all  who  came  under 
indentures  were,  of  course,  to  serve  for  the  time  named  in  the  in- 
dentures. All  imported,  not  under  indentures  (that  is,  the  kid- 
napped and  criminals),  if  above  sixteen  years  of  age,  were  required  y 
to  serve  those  who  bought  them  for  five  years.  If  they  were  un- 
der sixteen  when  imported,  then  they  were  to  remain  servants 
until  they  attained  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ;  and  to  determine^ 
the  age,  the  master  or  mistress  was  bound,  within  six  months  after 
their  importation,  to  present  them  to  the  precinct  court  for  inspec- 
tion, and  that  tribunal  decided  as  to  what  should  bo  deemed  their 
age.    If  they  were  not  thus  presented  to  the  court,  then  they  were 
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to  be  classed  with  those  over  sixteen,  no  matter  what  was  their 
real  age,  and  serve  but  five  years. 

If  one  of  this  class  absented  himself  from  his  master's  service 

^without  permission,  he  was  bound  to  serve  for  double  the  time 
thus  lost,  and  as  much  longer  as  the  court  should  see  fit  to  ad- 
judge. Tlie  master  had  also  power,  under  the  law,  to  administer 
moderate  correction  to  one  of  this  class ;  and  corporal  punishment 
was  expressly  named  as  the  penalty,  if  a  white  servant  laid  violent 
hands  on  his  master  or  mistress,  or  on  an  overseer  under  whom  he 
might  be  placed.     K  the  servant  was  corrected  in  excess,  he  or 

^  she  had  the  right  to  make  complaint  to  the  nearest  magistrate, 
who  was  required  thereupon  to  bind  the  master  over  to  the  next 
court  to  answer  tlierefor,  and  also  to  take  security  from  the  master 
that  he  would  not,  in  the  mean  time,  abuse  or  misuse  the  com- 
plaining servant.  Tlie  master  was  also  required,  during  tlie  con- 
tinuance of  the  servitude,  to  provide  for  the  servant  competent 

»  diet,  clothing,  and  lodging ;  and,  at  its  close,  was  bound  to  give 
him  or  her  three  barrels  of  corn,  two  new  suits  of  clotliing,  and,  in 
the  case  of  a  man-servant,  a  gun  also  in  good  order. 

V  If  a  female  white  servant  became  pregnant  and  gave  birth  to  a 
child  during  the  time  of  her  servitude,  beside  being  punished  by 
the  law  for  her  lewdness,  she  was  made  to  serve  her  master  two 
additional  years,  unless  the  master  were  himself  the  father  of  her 
child ;  in  which  case,  she  was  not  bound  to  serve  the  partner  of 
her  crime  two  additional  years ;  but  was  to  be  sold  by  the  church- 
wardens for  two  years  after  her  service  expired,  and  the  money 
was  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor ;  while  her  innocent 
offspring  was,  under  any  circunastances,  to  be  bound  out  by  the 
wardens  until  it  reached  the  age  of  thirty-one  years :  that  is,  to  be 
made  a  slave  for  about  half  a  lifetime.  If  a  negro,  mulatto,  or  In- 
dian were  the  father  of  the  child,  then,  beside  two  years  additional 
servitude  to  her  master,  she  was  subjected  to  a  further  penalty,  at 
the  expiration  of  her  service,  of  six  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  the  war- 
dens for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

As  to  the  Indian,  mulatto,  or  negro  slave,  whose  bondage  was 
for  life,  none  such,  except  those  who  waited  on  the  master's  person, 
or  wore  his  livery,  could  at  any  time  leave  the  plantation,  unless 
a  wliite  servant  of  the  same  master  were  with  him ;  or  unless  he 
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had  a  written  permission,  signed  by  the  master,  the  mistress,  or 
the  overseer,  distinctly  specifying  the  place  from  which  he  came, 
and  that  to  which  he  had  permission  to  go.  Anybody  might  ap- 
prehend a  slave  found  beyond  the  limits  of  his  master's  plantation, 
save  under  the  circumstances  above  named ;  nor  would  even  the 
written  permission,  or  "  ticket,"  as  it  was  called,  avail  him,  if  he 
carried  a  gun  or  any  other  weapon,  unless  the  document  particu- 
larly stated  that  he  carried  such  weapon  by  express  permission. 
When  a  slave  was  arrested  under  this  law,  he  was  to  be  carried 
immediately  before  the  next  magistrate,  who  had  a  discretionary 
power  to  inflict  on  him  corporal  punishment  The  apprehender 
was  then  bound  to  carry  him  immediately  back  to  his  master,  by 
whom  he  was  to  be  paid  for  his  trouble  and  expenses.  If,  however, 
the  master  was  not  known,  then  he  was  to  deliver  the  slave  to  the 
provost  marshal,  who  was  to  advertise  him  in  every  precinct,  and 
put  him  to  work,  to  defray  the  expense  of  his  maintenance  until 
his  master  appeared.  In  cases  of  absolute  necessity  only,  might 
he  put  the  slave  into  close  confinement. 

A  master  might  set  any  of  his  slaves  free  "  for  honest  and  faith- "^ 
ful  service,"  provided  the  emancipated  was  "  good  and  orderly  ;" 
but  the  owner  was  not  allowed  to  make  a  contract  with  any  "  re- 
fractory "  negro  for  his  freedom  under  any  circumstances.  If  one 
were  set  free,  he  was  required  to  leave  the  province  or  government 
within  six  months,  under  penalty  of  being  sold  for  five  years  to 
whosoever,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  would  transport  him  out  of 
thfe  country.  As  to  runaways,  whether  white  servants  or  slaves, 
whoever  harbored  them  a  longer  time  than  one  night,  was  subject- 
ed to  a  penalty  of  ten  shillings  for  every  twenty-four  hours  beyond 
that  time.  If  a  slave  ran  away,  and  had  been  lying  out  for  two 
months,  and  a  white  man  endeavoring  to  apprehend  him,  found 
that  he  could  not  do  so  without  taking  the  life  of  the  slave ;  if  he 
did  so,  the  homicide  was  not  to  be  deemed  murder^  provided  the 
person  apprehending  the  slave  made  oatii  that  without  killing  him 
he  could  not  take  him.  There  was  a  barbarity  in  this  enactment 
which  admits  of  no  apology.  Happily,  the  value  of  the  slave's 
labor,  and,  let  us  hope,  the  cruelty  of  the  law  itself,  made  it  a  dead 
letter.  In  the  allowance  of  many  claims  during  this  period  by  the 
proper  authorities,  the  records  do  not  show  one  of  any  demand 

Vol.  n.— 11 
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ever  made  on  account  of  a  slave  killed  in  his  capture ;  though  the 
law  in  Buch  case  allowed  to  the  owner  a  poll-tax  on  every  tithable 
slave  in  the  whole  government,  sufficient  to  compensate  for  hifi 
pecuniary  loss,  as  estimated  by  the  court  of  the  precinct. 

\/  Sometimes,  however,  a  slave  committed  a  crime  for  which  his 
life  was,  by  law,  justly  forfeited.  In  such  case,  a  court  was  con- 
stituted, by  this  statute,  for  his  fair  trial.  It  was  composed  of  three 
justices  of  the  precinct  court,  and  three  freeholders,  all  of  whom 
were  required  to  be  also  the  owners  of  slaves.  By  them  a  full  in- 
vestigation was  made,  and  the  slave  had  ample  opportunity  (assist- 
ed by  his  master  or  counsel  employed  by  him)  of  making  his  de- 
fence. The  court  had  power  of  passing  sentence  and  awarding 
execution.  To  a  similar  tribunal  it  also  belonged  to  try  a  slave 
for  offences  not  capital,  and  to  punish  them  by  dismemberment  or 
other  corporal  punishment.  The  records  shftw  dismemberment  to 
have  been  applied  to  but  one  species  of  crime,  that  of  animal  pas- 
sion, gratified  with  brutal  violence,  at  the  expense  of  female  help- 
lessness.    Emasculation  was  the  penalty. 

v'  White  servants  might  lawfully  marry;  but  no  white  person, 
bond  or  free,  was  permitted  to  intermarry  with  a  negro,  mulatto, 
or  Indian,  under  a  heavy  penalty ;  nor  could  any  clergyman,  or 
other  person  authorized  to  marry,  perform  the  ceremony  between 
such  parties,  without  payment  of  a  heavy  fine. 

V  Finally,  no  one  was  permitted  to  trade  for  any  commodity  with 
a  servant  or  slave,  unless  he  produced  the  written  consent  of  his 
master  to  authorize  such  traffic.  The  law  concerning  servants 
and  slaves,  as  here  presented,  was  required  to  be  publicly  read, 
twice  a  year,  by  every  clergyman,  and  when  there  was  no  clergy- 
man, by  the  clerk  of  the  precinct  court. 

Trade  and  Navigation. 

It  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that,  in  the  tiret  years  of  the  set- 
tlement, the  excess  of  its  productions  would  furnish  much  ma- 
terial for  commerce.  And  yet  it  was  not  long  before  some  trade 
with  those  without  sprang  up.  The  men  of  New  England,  after 
planting  themselves  in  Massachusetts,  within  a  short  period  found 
their  way  to  the  Chesapeake,  and  made  to  it  their  periodical 
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trading  voyages.  Carolina  was  scarcely  peopled  before  the  small 
craft  of  the  enterprising  and  industrious  New  Englander  floated  on 
the  waters  of  Albemarle.  Small,  however,  as  was  the  trade,  con- 
sidered in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it  involved,  in  its  progress, 
very  important  points,  which  brought  the  colony  into  direct  con- 
flict with  the  laws  of  the  mother  country,  and  led  to  results  that 
deeply  affected  the  authority  both  of  the  crown  and  proprietors, 
and  produced  the  troubles  of  rebellion  and  the  confusion  of  anar- 
chy in  the  colony  itself.  Of  these  particulars  we  shall  speak  in 
detail  hereafter,  in  the  proper  place.  Suffice  it  now  to  call  the 
reader's  attention  to  the  legislation  intended  merely  to  facilitate 
the  operations  of  trade  and  navigation. 

Money  in  specie  was  a  rare  commodity ;  the  preamble  to  one' 
of  the  laws  of  the  period  declares  the  country  to  be  one  in  which 
"  silver  money  is  scarce  to  be  purchased  at  any  rate."  And  yet 
without  currency,  or  a  substitute  for  it,  there  could  be  no  trade. 
Hence  they  resorted  to  the  primitive  mode  of  buying  and  selling, 
by  an  exchange  of  articles  in  specie,  at  a  certain  fixed  rate  of 
valuation  for  each  article,  declared  by  law.  By  this  law  certain 
productions  were  entitled  "  staple  commodities ;"  and,  when  there 
was  no  express  agreement  that  the  debt  should  be  paid  in  sterling 
money,  all  persons  were  bound  to  take  payment  in  the  enumerated 
commodities,  at  their  rated  value.  Nor  was  the  list  of  these  very 
small :  thus  we  find  named,  tobacco,  Indian  com,  wheat,  tallow, 
leather,  undressed  skins,  butter,  cheese,  feathers,  pitch,  whale-oil, 
poirk,  beef,  hemp,  rice,  and  turpentine.  No  creditor,  however, 
was  forced  to  receive  these  articles  in  payment  unless  they  were 
declared  by  substantial  freeholders,  upon  oath,  to  be  good  and 
merchantable.  As  to  bulky  articles,  such  as  com,  wheat,  pork, 
&c.,  the  place  of  payment  was  at  some  one  of  the  usual  landing- 
places  on  the  navigable  streams,  where  such  commodities  were 
commonly  shipped ;  and  the  creditor,  upon  notice  given  him  by 
the  debtor,  was  required  to  attend  at  such  places  to  receive  his 
pajnnent.  Some  of  these  articles,  it  will  be  observed,  were  liable 
to  spoil  by  keeping ;  and  therefore  an  execution  could  be  levied 
on  such  at  particular  times  only.  Thus  on  pork,  the  levy  was  re- 
quired to  be  made  between  the  1st  of  September  and  the  1st  of 
the  following  March.    K  the  pork  were  barrelled,  it  could  be 
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taken  between  the  let  of  January  and  the  Ist  of  May  only. 
Wheat  might  be  seized  between  the  l8t  of  July  and  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  Indian  com  at  any  time  between  the  Ist  of  Jannary 
and  the  Ist  of  the  June  next  following.  A  standard  of  weights 
and  measures  was  also  established,  and  a  penalty  was  imposed  on 
those  who  bought  or  sold  by  any  weight  or  measure  (unless  pre- 
viously stamped  in  England)  which  was  not  duly  examined  and 
stamped  by  the  standard-keeper  of  the  province.  The  size  of  bar- 
rels was  regulated,  and  coopers  not  conforming  thereto  were  pun- 
ished by  fine. 

V  It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  no  coin  at  all  ever  found 
its  way  into  the  province.  The  gold,  silver,  and  copper  of  Eng- 
land were  sometimes  seen ;  and  so  also  were  occasionally  pieces 
of  the  metallic  currency  of  othej  countries.  Thus  we  find  a  law 
fixing  the  value  of  "  the  Lion  dollar,"  as  it  terms  it,  as  equivalent 
to  three  bushels  of  Indian  com.*  And  probably  this  was  the  most 
common  foreign  coin  seen  in  Carolina,  as  we  find  no  law  made  to 
settle  the  value  of  any  other. 

^  Having  thus  furnished  themselves  with  the  means  of  traffic, 
which,  as  will  more  fully  be  shown  hereafter,  they  increased  from 
time  to  time  by  issuing  "  bills  of  credit,"  they  next  directed  at- 
tention to  getting  vessels  in  and  out  with  safety.  Roanoke  and 
Ocracoke  were  the  only  inlets  they  used,  and  they  legislated  for 
the  improvement  of  these.  As  to  the  first  named,  they  appropri- 
ated £250  out  of  the  impost  money,  which  by  law  they  levied  on 
all  vessels  entering,  to  facilitate  the  navigation  at  that  inlet,  and 
"  help  vessels  over  the  shoals,  particularly  over  one  called  '  Heave 
away^  hoya^^  by  lighterage."*  Whether  the  shoal,  whose  name 
sufficiently  indicates  the  toil  it  imposed  on  the  mariner,  be  still 
known  by  its  significant  appellation,  is  more  than  we  can  say ;  but 
if  it  be  not,  its  place  has  undoubtedly  been  supplied  by  a  shal- 
low not  less  troublesome :  and  the  very  inlet  itself,  long  since  use- 

1  The  *^  Lion  dollar"  wie  a  coin  of  Holland,  and  its  valne  was  ascertained  \>y  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  when  he  was  master  of  the  Mint.  It  may  be  fonnd  in  bis  table,  printed  by 
Postlethwhftite,  in  his  Diet,  of  Commerce,  vol.  i.  p.  623.  It  was  two  thirds  of  a  ducuUm^ 
which  was  worth  Ave  shillings  and  sixpence  halfpenny  sterling.  The  "  Lion  dollar"  was 
worth  forty-th3«e  pence  and  seven  hundredths.  It  was  so  called  to  distinguish  it  Arom 
the  rix-dollar  [reiohs^tbaler],  that  is,  doUnr  of  the  realm. 

s  MSS.  Laws. 
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less  for  purposes  of  commerce,  might  suggest  an  appropriate  ex- 
clamation, "  Heave  away,  boys !"  to  those  who  would  throw  money 
into  the  sea,  in  the  futile  effort  pernumenUy  to  deepen  Roanoke 
Inlet.*  Ocracoke  came  in  also  for  a  share  of  legislative  patronage. 
All  the  "  powder  money"  payable  at  Bath  (that  is,  all  the  money 
paid  in  lieu  of  powder,  which  every  vessel  entering  was  bound  by 
law  to  supply,  according  to  her  tonnage),  was  ordered  to  be  applied 
to  helping  vessels  bound  to  that  port  over  Ocracoke  and  the  shoals 
within  it.  The  channels  at  both  the  inlets  were  ordered  to  be 
buoyed  out,  and  beacons  were  to  be  set.  Constant  search  was  di- 
rected to  be  made  for  the  .best  channels,  under  tlie  supervision  of 
a  commissioner  appointed  for  that  purpose,  who  was  required  to 
report  every  three  months.  The  conmiissioner  had  power  to  keep 
men  constantly  employed  in  opening  channels  and  fixing  buoys. 
Anybody's  timber  might  be  taken  to  make  these  buoys,  and  mas- 
tere  of  vessels  were  not  permitted,  on  any  account,  to  throw  ballast  *^ 
into  the  channels.  For  the  accommodation  of  vessels  entering 
Ocracoke,  twenty  acres  of  land,  convenient  for  landing  and  water- 
ing, opposite  the  harbor  known  as  "Tatche's"  [Teach's]  Ilole, 
were  laid  out,  that  masters  might  land  goods  or  obtain  water  with- 
out molestation  of  the  owner,  who  was  to  be  compensated  out  of 
the  public  treasury.  Pilots,  after  examination  into  their  qualifi-r 
cations,  were  appointed  by  the  governor  for  each  inlet,  and  large 
privileges  were  allowed  them  to  induce  good  men  to  undertake 
the  work,  as  well  as  large  fees  for  the  performance  of  their  duty, 
which  could  be  paid  in  sterling  money  only.  They  were  to  board 
vessels  outside  and  pilot  them  in ;  or,  if  the  weather  would  not 
permit,  were  to  communicate  with  them  by  signals.  In  sliort,  no 
effort  was  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  legislature  to  facilitate,  in 
every  possible  mode,  the  operations  of  navigation ;  and  yet,  from 
the  records  of  the  custom-house,  at  a  period  very  little  later  than 
that  of  which  we  write,  we  learn  that  the  largest  vessel  that  en- 
tered for  twenty  years  did  not  exceed  eighty  tons  burden,  andv 
that  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen*  vessels  Aat  entered,  ninety-six 
were  of  less  than  fifty  tons.'    As  the  charter  to  the  lords  proprie^ 

1  Vide  vol.  i.  p.  118. 

«  Custom-house  records  of  Port  Roanoke  from  1732  to  1752,  MSB.    Port  Roanoke  was 
^e  shipping  port  of  the  wlioh  Albemarle  settlement 
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tors  conferred  on  them  the  power  of  making  seaports,  the  legis- 
lature passed  an  act  for  incorporating  "  the  seaport  of  Beaufort  in 
Carteret,"  for  the  purpose,  as  they  declared,  of  "encouraging 
trade  and  commerce ;"  and  a  part  of  the  money  derived  from  the 
sale  of  lots  is  directed  to  be  expended  in  "  purchasing  great  guns, 
and  for  fortifying  the  said  town."  This  is  the  only  enactment  we 
find  establishing  a  "  seaport,"  eo  nomine  /  but  "  for  the  encour- 
agement of  trade  and  merchandise  in  the  town  of  Edenton,"  which, 
by  the  way,  the  statute  somewhat  ambitiously  styles  "  the  metrop- 
olis of  this  government,"  permission  was  given  to  the  proprietors 
of  lots  on  the  water,  to  build  wharves,  piei-s,  &c.,  to  the  edge  of 
the  channel,  and  to  erect  storehouses  thereon.  It  seems  strange 
tliat,  knowing  Beaufort  harbor  as  they  did,  they  should  not  have 
so  appreciated  its  advantages  as  to  direct  all  their  energies  toward 
making  it  their  conmiercial  mart. 

Religion. 

Both  the  patents  of  King  Charles  to  the  lords  proprietors  of 
Carolina,  while  they  proceeded  on  the  ground  that  the  Church  of 
England  was  to  be  also  the  established  church  of  the  province, 
yet  allowed  a  liberal  toleration  to  all  of  the  settlers  who,  from  con- 
scientious scruples,  could  not  conform  to  her  liturgy  and  doctrines, 
provided  tliey  neither  insulted  the  Church  nor  disturbed  the  gov- 
ernment. Very  soon,  therefore,  after  a  legislature  was  established, 
religion  formed  the  subject  of  one  of  its  enactments.  Sunday,  of 
course,  was  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  rest  and  religious  observ- 
ances ;  but  in  addition  to  this,  another  day  was  made  by  the  stat- 
ute a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer,  viz.,  the  30th  of 
January,  in  commemoration  of  the  "  martyrdom"  of  King  Charles 
I. ;  while  the  29th  of  May,  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  and  resto- 
ration of  Charles  11.  was  to  be  celebrated  as  a  holyday.  To  these 
was  added,  at  a  later  period,  the  22d  of  September,  as  a  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer,  in  remembrance  of  the  massacre  of  the  whites 
at  Bath,  by  the  Tuscarora  and  Core  Indians  in  1711. 
^  As  to  Sunday,  the  law  required  that  all  persons  should  apply 
themselves  "  to  the  holy  observation  thereof,  by  exercising  them- 
selves publicly  and  privately  in  the  required  duties  of  piety  and 
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true  religion."  All  worldly  labor  by  artisans  and  others  was 
to  be  intermitted  on  that  day,  and  no  hunting  or  fishing  was 
allowed.  Every  offender  against  these  enactments,  if  of  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  was  to  be  fined  ten  shillings  for  each  offence. 
No  gaming  or  drinking  was  to  be  permitted  imder  a  penalty  of 
five  shillings.  If  a  master  or  mistress  permitted  a  servant  to  vio- . 
late  these  enactments,  they  were  made  to  pay  a  like  penalty.  No 
planters  nor  merchants,  nor  the  servants  of  either,  were  to  use  any 
boat,  except  in  a  work  of  necessity  or  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
divine  worship,  on  any  of  the  days  above  named.  Neither  was 
any  ordinary  keeper  to  sell  any  intoxicating  drinks  on  these  days. 
And  "  whereas  the  odious  and  loathsome  sin  of  drunkenness"  had, 
as  the  law  states,  "  of  late  grown  into  common  use  within  thk 
province,  and  being  the  root  and  foundation  of  many  sins,"  it  wasp^ 
enacted  that  every  person  who  should  become  intoxicated  should 
pay  five  shillings  for  each  offence,  and  that  when  committed  on 
any  of  the  days  before  named,  the  penalty  should  be  double. 
Profane  swearing  and  cursing,  by  a  private  person,  was  punish- 
able by  a  fine  for  each  oath ;  and  if  the  offender  were  a  public 
oflScer,  then  the  fine  was  double :  and  to  swear  profanely  before* 
any  court  sitting,  subjected  the  offender  either  to  the  immediate 
payment  of  five  shillings  for  each  instance  of  profanity,  or,  on 
failure,  to  be  placed  for  three  hours  in  the  stocks  by  order  of  the 
court.  All  these  penalties  might  be  levied  by  distress  on  the 
warrant  of  a  single  justice ;  and  where  there  was  inability  to  pay, 
confinement  in  the  stocks  was  the  substituted  punishment.  All 
the  forfeitures  before  named  were  to  be  paid  to  the  church-ward- 
ens,— one  half  to  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  the  other  half  to  the  in- 
former. To  these  enactments  there  were  two  provisos :  the  first 
was,  that  dressing  necessary  food  in  private  or  public  houses,  on  the 
days  named,  should  not  be  deemed  a  desecration  and  punishable ; 
and  the  second  was,  that  all  prosecutions,  under  the  law,  should 
be  commenced  within  ten  days  after  the  offence. 

The  acts  on  the  subject  of  religion  had  also  an  eye  to  the  morals 
of  the  community,  so  special  in  certain,  particulars,  that  it  may 
perhaps  beget  a  suspicion  that  the  profligacy  denounced  was 
not  infrequent.  If  any  person  were  convicted  of  fornication, 
an  offence  which  came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  precinct 
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court,  the  penalty  was  fifty  shillings  on  each  conviction,  or  a 
whipping,  not  exceeding  twenty-one  lashes,  at  the  court's  discre- 
tion. If  the  conviction  were  for  adultery,  the  penalty  was  five 
pounds,  or  a  similar  whipping.  The  preservation  of  morals,  how- 
ever, does  not  seem  to  have  been  the  sole  prompter  in  the  enact- 
ment of  the  laws  on  bastardy :  there  was  a  pnident  regard  to  the 
expenses  which  unacknowledged  and  helpless  children  might 
bring  on  the  colony.  The  legislators  resolved,  that,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, ,a  bastard  in  Carolina,  though,  technically,  filiiis  nvllhvs^ 
should  not  be  so  in  reality.  Therefore,  any  two  justices,  on  their 
own  knowledge,  or  on  information  laid  before  them,  might  sum- 
mon into  their  presence  any  single  woman  that  was  pregnant,  and 
require  of  Tier,  upon  oath,  to  declare  the  father  of  her  unborn 
child  :  they  might  also  command  the  presence  of  the  person  she 
named  as  father,  and  require  of  him  to  give  a  bond  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  child  when  born,  and  to  abide  all  orders  the  pre- 
cinct court  might  make  in  the  premises.  Nor  does  the  individual 
charged  as  father,  seem  to  have  had,  at  any  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings, the  right  of  denying  the  fact  of  paternity. 
V  If,  however,  the  poor  victim  of  passion,  or  poverty^  or  love,  as 
it  might  chance  to  be,  declined  to  name  her  partner  in  sin  and 
shame;  or  if,  naming  him,  he  refused  to  give  bond,  then  the  jus- 
tices might  commit  to  prison  until  the  party  committed  should  be 
discharged  by  the  precinct  court.  And  the  court  had  power  to 
inflict  "  corporal,  or  such  other  punishment,  as  they  might  think 
proper,  for  such  contempt." 

V  There  was  another  oflTence  against  good  morals,  which  the  laws 
on  religion  endeavored  to  restrain  and  correct.  Many  persons  (so 
says  the  preamble  to  the  statute)  came  and  settled  in  the  province 
as  man  and  wife,  when,  from  their  conduct,  or  from  information 
received,  there  was  reason  to  believe  they  bore  to  each  other  no 
such  relation  as  they  professed,  but  were  actually  married  to  oth- 
ers. Hence  it  was  enacted  that  every  man  and  woman  thus 
coming  into  the  province,  from  foreign  parts,  as  man  and  wife,  if 
accused  by  common  fame  or  credible  report  of  not  being  so, 
should  be  carried  before  the  next  magistrate,  who  might  (if  the 
case  seemed  to  him  so  to  require)  allow  them  twelve  months 
within  which  to  produce  the  certificate  or  other  evidence  of  their 
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lawful  marriage ;  if,  however,  it  was  not  produced  then,  the  par- 
ties were  to  be  "  treated  as  vagabonds  and  expelled  the  govern- 
ment" Every  mioister  in  the  province  was  required  to  read  pub- 
licly all  these  provisions  on  the  subject  of  religion  twice  a  year; 
and  in  precincts  without  a  minister,  the  clerk  of  the  precinct 
court  was  bound  publicly  to  read  them  duidng  the  sittings  of  the 
court  in  the  spring  and  autumn  of  each  year. 

Another  law  on  the  subject  of  religion  declared  the  Church 
of  England  to  be  the  only  established  church  in  Carolina,  and 
divided  the  province  into  nine  jparishes.  Ghxywan  precinct  con-»^ 
tained  two,  separated  from  each  other  by  Albemarle  Sound  and 
Chowan  Eiver,  and  known  respectively  as  "  the  Eastern  parish" 
and  "  Southwest  parish."  Pasquotank  precinct  had  in  it  two :  these 
were,  "  Northeast  parish  "  and  "  Southwest  parish  "  of  Pasquo- 
tank, separated  by  the  Pasquotank  Eiver.  Each  of  the  precincts 
of  Perquimans^  Gv/rrai/ack^  and  Hyde  formed  a  parish,  having  for 
limits  the  boundaries  of  the  respective  precincts.  Pamptico 
River  and  the  branches  thereof,  "  commonly  called  Beaufort  pre- 
cinct," formed  a  parish,  and  was  named  "St.  Thomas;"  and  a 
parish  by  the  name  of  "  Craven  parish"  was  formed  "  on  ISTeuse 
River  and  the  branches  thereof."  To  this  last,  all  the  settlements 
south  of  it  were  to  belong,  until  a  further  division  should  be 
made. 

The  law  proceeded  to  enact  that  for  each  of  these  parishes  there 
should  be  a  vestry,  composed  of  the  minister,  wherever  there  was 
one,  and  twelve  laymen ;  and  the  act  declared  by  name  who  the 
vestrymen  in  each  parish  should  be.  Within  forty  days  these  ves- 
trymen were  to  be  summoned  by  the  marshal  to  meet,  and  were 
bound  under  a  penalty  to  convene,  and  take  the  oaths  prescribed 
by  the  laws  of  England  for  vestrymen  in  that  kingdom.  Each  was 
also  required  to  subscribe  a  declaration,  that  it  is  not  lawful  on 
"  any  pretence  whatsoever,  to  take  up  arms  against  the  king ;"  and 
further,  that  he  would  "  not  oppugn  the  litui-gy  of  the  Church  of 
England,  as  it  is  by  law  established."  If  any  one  refused  compli- 
ance with  these  requirements,  he  forfeited  his  place  as  a  vestry- 
man ;  and,  if  not  a  known  and  avowed  dissenter,  was  subject  also 
to  a  penalty  of  £3.  The  vestry,  having  thus  qualified  themselves 
to  act,  chose,  from  their  own  number,  two  to  act  as  wardens  for  a 
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year.  The  statute  enjoined  it  on  the  vestries  to  "  do  their  best  to 
get  good  ministers,"  and  authorized  them,  by  a  tax  per  poll,  not  to 
exceed  five  shillings  each  on  every  taxable  in  the  parish,  to  raise 
for  the  minister  a  salary  of  at  least  £50  per  annum.  But  there 
was  a  proviso,  that  to  entitle  himself  to  this  salary  the  minister 
should  reside  constantly  in  his  parish,  and  should  not  be  absent 
from  duty  more  than  one  sixth  of  the  Sundays  in  the  year,  without 
leave.  The  wardens  and  vestry  were  also  empowered  to  lay  a  tax 
of  five  shillings  per  poll  to  raise  a  fund  wherewith  to  purchase 
glebes  and  erect  churches  and  chapels.  The  payment  of  tliis  tax 
they  might  enforce  by  a  double  distress ;  and  all  penalties  under 
this  law  they  were  required  to  appropriate  strictly  to  parochial 
purposes  only,  rendering  an  account  once  a  year  to  the  vestry  of 
all  their  official  acts.  The  wardens  (who  were  the  executive  offi- 
cers) were  allowed  a  commission  of  three  per  cent,  on  all  their  ex- 
penditures ;  and  if  they  neglected  to  raise  and  pay  over  any  sum 
of  money,  as  directed  by  a  vote  of  the  vestry,  they  thereby  became 
personally  liable  for  all  sums  thus  directed  to  be  raised. 

As  to  marriages,  the  English  table  of  prohibited  degrees  was 
ordered  to  be  set  up  by  the  wardens  in  each  church ;  and  no  par- 
ties, within  the  prohibitions  there  named,  could  be  married,  with- 
out the  payment  of  heavy  penalties  both  by  themselves,  and  by 
tlie  person  performing  the  ceremony.  K  there  was  a  clergyman 
in  the  parish,  no  layman  could  perform  the  marriage  ceremony 
under  a  penalty  of  £5,  one  half  of  which  was  given  to  the  clergy- 
man. 

V  As  to  burials,  it  was  enacted,  as  well  for  decency  in  the  rites  of 
sepulture,  as  to  prevent  or  detect  crime,  that  every  planter  should 
set  off  on  his  plantation  a  grave-yard  for  the  interment  of  all 
Christian  persons,  bond  or  free,  that  might  die  on  the  plantation ; 
and  the  dead  should  be  buried  in  that  yard  only.  This  is  the  ori- 
gin of  the  numerous  private  grave-yards  now  existing  on  many 
plantations.  Before  interment,  however,  the  planter  was  required 
to  call  in  three  or  four  of  the  nearest  neighbors  to  view  the  coi'pse : 
if  any  marks  of  violence  appeared  on  it,  the  coroner  was  imme- 
diately to  be  sunmaoned.  The  penalty  on  the  planter  for  failing 
to  comply  with  this  law  was  unusually  large  for  that  day.  He 
was  excused  from  strict  compliance  in  two  .contingencies  only :  the 
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first  was,  when  the  deceased,  during  life,  had  requested  to  be  in- 
terred in  some  other  place ;  and  the  second  was,  when,  after  keep- 
ing the  body  as  long  as  possible,  the  neighbors  who  were  called  In 
to  ^w,  failed  or  refused  to  come. 

Having  thus  provided  for  the  establishment  in  legislating  on 
religion,  it  next  became  necessary  to  declare  what  should  be  the 
law  in  the  case  of  those  who  did  not  belong  to  the  establishment. 
Of  these  there  were  two  classes  :  the  Quakers  who  had  come  over 
from  Virginia,  and  of  whom  we  shall  speak  particularly  hereafter ; 
and  some  few  Protestant  dissenters,  who  had  found  their  way  from 
England,  and  some  of  the  other  colonies,  into  Carolina.  As  to 
these  last,  the  law  permitted  them  to  hold  their  religious  meetings 
without  molestation,  provided  they  were  public  ;  and  they  were  v 
further  declared  to  be  subject  to  all  the  English  statutes,  touching 
the  toleration  of  dissenters  in  the  mother  country.  As  to  the  Qua- 
kers, nothing  was  enacted  specifically  toucliing  their  meetings, 
which,  from  their  first  coming,  they  had  always  held  without  mo- 
lestation ;  and  their  aflSrmation  as  witnesses  was  substituted  for 
the  oath  required  of  others :  falsely  to  affirm  was  made  perjury. 
But  it  was  expressly  enacted  that  no  Quaker  could  be  a  juror,  nor 
a  witness  in  a  criminal  cause ;  nor  could  he  hold  any  office  of  profit 
or  trust.  These  latter  provisions,  however,  we  think,  were  added 
after  the  rebellion  and  civil  disturbances  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment, in  which  the  Quakers  bore  a  prominent  part  in  the  resistance 
to  lawful  authority. 

Militia. 

Surrounded,  as  the  first  settlers  were,  by  savages  whose  disposi- 
tion toward  them  they  had  yet  to  learn,  it  will  readily  be  per- 
ceived that  among  the  earliest  subjects  of  attention  must  have 
been  that  of  providing,  by  some  military  organization,  for  tlie 
common  defence.  After  experience  in  the  bloody  war  of  1711 
with  the  Tuscarora  and  Core  Indians,  tlie  organization  of  the  mili- 
tary department  was  made  more  perfect  still,  and  the  outlines  of 
the  system  were  as  follows :  All  freemen  between  the  ages  of  six-v' 
teen  and  sixty  were  directed  to  be  enrolled,  and  a  list  of  each 
company  was  to  be  taken  by  its  captain  annually :  one  copy  of 
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this  list  was  to  be  sent  to  the  governor,  and  one  to  the  colonel  of 
the  regiment  to  which  the  company  belonged.     Every  private, 

>^when  called  out  to  parade,  was  bound  to  appear  with  "  a  good 
gun,  well  fixed,  a  sword,  and  at  least  six  charges  of  powder  and 

"  ball."  Those  exempt  from  military  duty  were — all  ministers  of  the 
Clmrch  of  England,  practising  physicians,  chirurgeons,  deputies 
of  lords  proprietors,  the  secretary  of  the  province,  the  attorney- 
general,  all  members  of  assembly,  clerks  of  courts,  the  provost 
marshal,  constables  and  justices  of  the  peace ;  and  all  who  had 
been  proprietors'  deputies,  secretary,  attorney-general,  provost 
marshal,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  captain  of  a  militia  company. 

^  These  exempts,  however,  formed  a  reserve  corps,  and  species  of 
body-guard  to  the  governor ;  as  they  wei'e  required,  at  all  times, 
to  be  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition  fit  for  immediate  use, 
and  "  to  be  ready  in  all  times  of  danger  to  wait  and  attend  the 
governor's  commands." 

^  In  case  of  invasion,  or  war  with  the  Indians,  the  governor  might 
call  out  what  portion  of  the  force  he  deemed  necessary ;  when 
every  soldier,  thus  summoned,  was  bound  to  appear  with  his  arms, 
and  at  least  one  fourth  of  a  pound  of  powder,  and  a  pound  of 
"  geese  or  swan  shot,  or  bullets,"  and  to  march,  when  ordered, 
against  the  enemy.  K  any  one  was  wounded  in  the  service,  and 
thereby  disabled  from  future  labor  for  his  support,  he  was  not  only 
to  be  cured  at  the  public  expense,  but  was  also  to  have  a  negro- 
man  given  to  him  to  labor  for  him.  If  a  soldier  was  killed  in  the 
service,  the  negro-man  was  to  be  given  to  his  family. 
Ni  If  a  soldier,  when  on  duty,  resisted,  or  refused  to  obey,  a  com- 
mand of  his  officer,  he  was  to  be  punished,  without  court-martial, 
at  the  captain's  discretion.  The  punishments  enumerated  in  the 
law  are,  "  tying  neck  and  heels,  running  the  gauntlet,  riding  the 
wooden  horse,  or  otherwise."  If  in  any  expedition  against  an  In- 
dian enemy,  a  soldier  deserted  his  colors,  in  such  case  he  was  to 
be  tried  by  a  court-martial  and  punished,  according  to  martial 
law,  with  any  penalty  "  short  of  death."  The  field-officers  of  a 
regiment  were  a  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  major :  the  com- 
missioned officers  of  a  company  were  a  captain,  aid-major,  lieuten- 
ant, and  ensign.  The  pay  of  the  colonel  was  ten  shillings  per 
diem ;  that  of  the  private  was  one  shilling  and  sixpence ;  not  in 
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flterling,  however,  but  provincial  currency.  In  order  to  provide  a^< 
magazine  of  ammunition,  it  was  also  enacted  that  every  vessel, 
entering  any  of  the  ports  of  North  Carolina,  should  pay  a  tonnage 
duty  of  one  pound  of  gunpowder,  four  pounds  of  swan-shot,  and 
twelve  flints,  for  eveiy  three  tons  of  her  burden  ;  or  ten  shillings 
in  lieu  thereof.  From  this  tax,  however,  vessels  built  in  the  coun-K 
try,  or  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  an  inhabitant,  were  exempt ; 
as  was  also  any  vessel  that  brought  in  and  landed  four  hundred 
bushels  of  salt. 

Distribution  of  Estates. 

• 

"^   The  colonists,  though  not  possessed  of  large  estates,  yet  found  it 

necessary  to  provide  by  law  for  the  distribution,  after  death,  of 
such  as  they  had,  and  a  short  statute,  copied  from  that  of  England, 
accomplished  their  purpose.  If  an  intestate  left  a  widow  and 
children,  the  widow  (after  debts  were  paid)  took  one  third  of  the 
personalty  that  remained  ;  the  other  two  thirds  were  divided,  by 
equal  shares,  among  the  children :  the  h^ir-at-law  took  all  tlie  re- 
alty, as  well  as  his  share  of  the  personalty.  In  this  division  among 
the  children,  all  advancements  made  by  the  father,  in  his  lifetime, 
to  any  child,  were  taken  into  the  account.  K  there  were  no  chil- 
dren, nor  any  direct  representatives  of  children,  the  widow  re- 
ceived one  half  of  the  personalty,  and  the  residue  was  divided 
among  the  next  of  kin  of  nearest  and  equal  degree,  or  their  repre- 
sentatives ;  but  no  representatives  were  allowed  among  collaterals, 
after  brothers  and  sisters.  In  case  there  was  no  widow,  aU  the 
personalty  was  equally  divided  among  the  children  ;  and  if  neither 
widow  nor  child,  the  next  of  kin  took  all  under  the  limitations 
previously  mentioned.  The  next  of  kin  was  first  entitled  to  ad- 
ministration ;  after  him,  the  greatest  creditor ;  and  in  case  of  dis- 
pute as  to  the  right  of  different  persons  claiming  administration, 
the  question  was  decided  by  the  governor  and  council.  An 
executor  or  administrator  was  allowed  twelve  months  within 
which  to  settle  the  estate ;  and  might,  on  paying  over,  demand 
of  the  legatee  or  distributee  a  refunding  bond,  conditioned 
for  the  payment,  pro  rata,  of  his  or  her  share  of  any  just 
debt  that  might  thereafter  be  claimed  as  due  from  the  estate. 
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Creditors  of  the  estate  were  barred  from  making  claim  after 
seven  years. 

V  As  connected  with  this  subject,  they  also  legislated  for  the  pro- 
tection of  orphans  and  their  interests.  The  precinct  court  liad 
jurisdiction  in  thj  matter  of  orphans.  If  they  were  without  any 
means,  or  if  their  property  was  insufficient  to  maintain  and  rear 
them,  the  court  might  bind  them  as  apprentices  to  learn  some 
trade.  When,  however,  the  orphan  was  possessed  of  property, 
though  the  court  might  think  it  insufficient,  it  would  not  bind  the 
orphan  to  learn  a  trade,  if  any  of  its  relatives  would  come  under 
an  obligation,  for  the  income  only  of  the  property,  without  dimin- 
ishing the  principal,  to  take  tlie  child  and  rear  k.  It  was  expressly 
forbidden,  however,  to  the  court  to  hind  any  child  to  a  QuaJc^\ 
K  the  orphan  had  means,  the  court  appointed  a  guardian.  Stock, 
plate,  and  money,  and  slaves  and  their  increase,  belonging  to  an 
orphan,  were  required  to  be  kept  and  delivered  to  the  orphan,  in 
specie^  when  he  came  to  his  estate — exception  being  made  of  that 
only  which  was  perishable,  and  might  have  died  before  the  orphan 
arrived  at  age.  All  other  personal  property  might  be  sold  by  the 
guardian.  In  any  suit  brought  by  a  widow  against  an  executor 
or  administrator,  or  by  an  orphan  against  his  guardian,  the  plain- 
tiff might  demand  that  the  defendant  should  be  put  to  his  oath  \ 
and  if  he  declined  to  swear,  or  answer  tlie  demand,  then  judgment 
was  forthwith  to  be  given  against  him  to  the  full  amount  claimed. 
"Wills  might  be  proved  before  the  governor,  the  general  court, 
or  the  precinct  court,  and  some  have  supposed,  though  we  think 
erroneously,  before  a  single  justice  of  the  peace.  Administration 
was  granted  (when  there  was  no  dispute)  by  the  precinct  court ; 
but  all  letters  testamentary  or  letters  of  administration  were  re- 
quired to  be  signed  by  the  governor,  sealed  with  the  province  seal, 
and  coimtersigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  lords  proprietors. 

Legislature. 

-  The  regtilai*  meetings  of  the  assembly  were  by  law  biennial,  and 
the  preamble  to  the  act  on  this  subject  is  striking  enough  to  de- 
serve insertion:  "Whereas  his  excellency  the  palatine,  and  the 
rest  of  the  tme  and  absolute  lords  proprietoi's  of  Carolina,  having 
duly  considered  the  privileges  and  immunities  wherewith  the 
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kingdom  of  Great  Britain  is  endued,  and  being  desirous  tliat  this 
their  province  may  have  such  as  may  thereby  enlarge  their  settle- 
ment, and  that  tJie  frequervt  dtting  of  assemblies  is  a  principal 
safegua/rd  of  thAr people^ s privileges^  have  thought  fit  to  enacts"  &c. 
^  First,  "  all  freemen,"  in  each  precinct,  to  meet  at  a  place  appoint- 
ed in  each  precinct  once  in  every  two  years,  to  elect  representa- 
tives to  the  assembly.  The  town  of  Newbem  also  authorized  to 
elect.    Secondly,  seven  precincts  made  as  follows,  viz. : 

Chowan^  entitled  to  elect  five  freeholders. 

Perquimons^  with  a  similar  privilege. 

Pasquotanh^  entitled  also  to  five  representatives. 

Currai/ack^  entitled  to  the  same  number. 

Beaufort^  entitled  to  elect  two  freeholders. 

Hyde^  also  entitled  to  elect  two. 

Ora/Den^  entitled  to  a  similar  privilege. 

Newbem  tovm^  entitled  to  elect  one. 

Tlie  burgesses  thus  elected  were  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November  of  every  second  year ;  but  the  lords  proprietors  might 
direct  special  assemblies  to  be  called  at  any  time,  and  might  pro- 
rogue and  dissolve  any  assembly  when  they  pleased. 
>^  Foreigners  bom  out  of  the  king's  allegiance,  and  "  not  made 
free"  (that  is,  we  presume,  not  naturalized),  negroes,  mulattoes, 
mustees,  and  Indians,  were  not  allowed  to  vote.  Every  voter  was 
required  to  be  twenty-one  years  old,  an  actual  resident  in  the  prov- 
ince for  one  year  before  voting,  and  must  have  paid  at  least  one 
year's  levy,  or  taxes. 

/  Every  voter  was  required  to  vote  by  a  lallot^  signed  with  his 
name ;  and  the  returning  officer  was  authorized  to  question  the 
voter  upon  his  oath,  where  he  doubted  his  qualification  or  sus- 
pected him  of  having  previously  voted  elsewhere.  K  the  return- 
ing officer  knowingly  received  an  illegal  vote,  he  was  liable  to 
pay,  first,  a  fine  of  £20  to  the  governor,  to  be  applied  in  building 
a  court-house,  church,  or  chapel  somewhere  in  the  province,  as 
the  governor  might  direct ;  and  secondly,  was  answerable  in  dam- 
ages to  a  like  amount,  recoverable  by  an  action  at  law  in  any 
court  of  record,  at  the  suit  of  any  person  "who,  by  right  and 
majority  of  votes,  ought  to  have  been  returned." 

The  returning  officer  was  bound  to  attend  the  next  assembly 
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with  his  returns,  during  the  first  three  days  of  its  sitting,  to  give 
information  to  that  body  on  all  disputed  claims  to  seats,  and  to 
exhibit  his  original  list  of  voters,  made  at  the  time  of  holding  the 
polls. 

"^  Every  member  of  the  assembly  not  attending  on  the  first  and 
all  subsequent  days  of  the  session,  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty 
shillings  per  diem,  to  be  levied  by  distress,  on  the  speaker's  war- 
rant, imless  the  member  were  excused  by  the  house. 
^  Every  member  was  required,  before  he  took  his  seat,  to  take 
the  abjuration  oath,  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy, 
and  all  other  oaths  required  of  a  member  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment. 

•  At  least  one  half  of  all  the  members  was  necessary  to  make  a 
quorum  for  voting  and  passing  bills ;  and  no  bill  was  to  be  signed 
by  the  speaker,  unless  at  least  eight  members  were  present,  includ- 
ing the  speaker  as  one  of  the  number.  Eiglit  members  assembling 
at  the  opening  of  a  session  might  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  until 
the  arrival  of  a  quorum. 

>^  It  seems,  at  first,  difficult  to  find  a  reason  why,  of  all  the  towns 
in  the  province,  Newbern  alone  should  seem  to  be  allowed  repre- 
sentation. Bath  was  older,  having  been  incorporated  in  1705. 
The  court-house  which  had  been  built  at  Queen  Anne's  Creek,  in 
Chowan,  had  gathered  other  edifices  around  it,  and  had  also 
grown  into  a  town,  in  which  grounds  had  been  appropriated  for 
the  erection  of  a  permanent  residence  for  the  governor.  This 
was  Edenton,  which  was  specially  patronized  by  the  legislature  as 
being  "  the  metropolis  of  this  government,"  and  is  doubtless  the 
oldest  town  of  the  Albemarle  settlers,  and  one  of  tlie  oldest  in  the 
State,  But  a  little  examination  will  show  that  both  Edenton  and 
Bath  were  allowed  representation;  and  that  Newbeni  was  spe- 
cially mentioned,  not  because  of  any  superiority  entitling  it  to 
such  preference,  but  because,  without  some  special  provision,  it 
could  have  had  no  representation  at  all.  For  there  was  a  general 
law  made,  declaring  that "  Bath,  and  all  towns  now  or  hereafter  to 
be  built,"  should  have  the  right  of  electing  a  member  to  the 
assembly,  provided  such  town  contained  sixty  families ;  and  that 
Xewbern  might  elect  a  representative  "  though  it  have  not  sixty 
families."    The  inference  therefore  is,  that  it  was  specially  named, 
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not  because  of  its  strength  and  importance,  but  because  of  its 
weakness. 

^The  qualifications  required  of  voters  in  the  towns  were,  inhabit- 
ing a  rented  house  in  the  town  for  six  months  prior  to  the  election, 
with  payment  of  the  taxes  of  the  year  immediately  preceding ;  or 
ownership  of  a  lot,  or  larger  freehold,  with  a  house,  in  the  town, 
and  a  residence  of  at  least  one  year  in  the  province.  The  repre- 
sentative was  required  to  have  been  both  a  freeholder  in  the  town, 
with  a  house  on  his  freehold,  and  a  resident  in  the  province  for 
the  space  of  eighteen  months  previous  to  the  election.  The  qual- 
ification of  voters  in  the  precincts  seems  also,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  period  of  our  present  volume,  to  have  undergone  a  change. 
At  first  "  all  freemen"  who  had  paid  one  year's  taxes,  and  resided 
a  year  in  the  province,  were  voters.  This  was,  one  would  sup- 
pose, universal  suifrage  enough ;  but  in  1727  the  law  enlarged  the 
constituency,  by  enacting  that  any  one  might  be  a  voter  in  the 
precinct  who  was  a  freeholder  therein,  even  if  he  were  a  non- 
resident. 

English  Law. 

The  reader  has  now  before  liim  an  abstract  of  the  principal  laws 
embodied  in  the  local  legislation  of  Albemarle  during  the  propri- 
etary rule.  But  a  very  important  statute,  in  1715,  greatly  en- 
larged what  the  legislature  called  "  the  1)ody  of  the  laws  of  this 
government."  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  melancholy  expe- 
rience of  the  province,  in  the  revolt  and  anarchy  of  factious  men 
a  short  time  before,  and  the  interruption  of  government  thereby 
occasioned,  gave  birth  to  this  law.  It  is  entitled,  "  An  act  for  the 
better  and  more  effectual  presei-ving  the  queen's  peace,  and  estab- 
lishing a  good  and  lasting  foundation  of  government  in  North 
Carolina."  Tlie  preamble  presents  a  picture  so  vivid  of  their  own 
sense  of  the  evils  they  had  endured  from  a  state  of  anarchy,  that 
we  lay  it  entire  before  the  reader :  "  Whereas  seveml  revolutions 
have  heretofore  happened  in  this  colony,  which  were  fomented 
and  carried  on  by  factious  and  seditious  persons,  to  the  great  cost 
and  damage  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  to  the  repeated 
breaches  of  her  majesty's  peace,  and  violation  of  the  loyalty  and 
obedience  due  from  subjects  to  their  la'W'ful  sovereign  and  supe- 
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riors ;  and  what  most  nearly  has  concerned  us,  arc  the  late  un- 
happy dissensions  among  ourselves  in  this  colony,  whereby  injus- 
tice and  oppression  took  place  and  overspread  our  countiy,  our 
trade  decreased,  and  daily  differences  and  animosities  increased, 
to  the  ruin  of  religion  and  our  liberties  ;  since  which  it  has  pleased 
God  in  great  measure  to  influence  us  with  a  deep  concern  of  our 
calamities,  and  put  into  our  hearts  a  power  and  resolution  of 
removing  these  tlireatening  evils  and  dangers,  and  for  the  future 
to  procure  an  happy  restoration  of  peace  and  tranquillity  amongst 
us,  by  making  such  good  and  wholesome  laws  whereby  religion 
and  virtue  may  flourish,  our  duty  to  our  prince  and  government 
be  put  in  practice  and  maintained,  our  laws,  liberties,  and  estates 
preserved  and  kept  inviolate,  and  justice  and  trade  encouraged: 
We,  therefore,"  &c.,  &c. 

The  law  then  proceeds  to  enact,  that  any  person  speaking  sedi- 
tious words,  spreading  false  news,  widting  scurrilous  libels  against 
the  government,  disturbing  or  obstructing  public  oflScere,  or  insti- 
gating others  to  do  any  of  these  things ;  or  any  persons  meeting 
together  to  contrive  rebellious  conspiracies,  misdemeanors,  riots, 
&c.,  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  government,  shall  be  reputed 
"  utter  enemies  to  the  queen's  peace,  and  punished  by  fine,  im- 
prisonment, pillory,  or  otherwise^  at  the  discretion  of  the  justices 
of  the  general  court."  They  are  also  declared,  upon  conviction, 
to  be  incapable  of  holding  any  office  for  three  yeai-s,  or  longer,  if 
the  court  sees  fit.  And  if  any  one  knows  of  the  existence  of  the 
crimes  named  above,  and  conceals  them,  he  shall  suffer  the  same 
penalties  as  if  he  had  been  convicted  of  them.  And  all  officers  of 
the  government  are  henceforth  required  to  take  certain  prescribed 
oaths,  without  any  equivocation  or  mental  reservation. 

They  next  proceed  to  declare  and  enact,  that  whereas  tlio 
province  "  is  annexed  to  and  declared  to  be  a  member  of  the 
crown  of  England ;"  and  the  charter  limits  the  power  of  the  pro- 
vincial assembly  in  making  laws,  by  providing  that  "  such  laws" 
shall  "  be  consonant  with  reason,  and,  as  near  as  may  be,  agree- 
able to  the  laws  and  customs  of  our  kingdom  of  England,  from 
whence  it  is  manifest  that  the  laws  of  England  are  the  laws  of  this 
goverainent^  so  far  as  they  ai;^  compatible  with  our  way  of  living 
and  trade  ;"  therefore  it  is  enacted,  "  that  the  common  law  is  and 
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shall  be  in  force  in  this  government,"  except  in  the  practice  in  is- 
suing writs,  &c.,  which  here  is  to  be  regulated  from  time  to  time 
by  the  rules  of  the  general  court. 

A  part  also  of  the  statute  law  of  England,  enacted  subsequently 
to  the  settlement  of  the  province,  is  declared  to  be  the  law  of  Car- 
olina, as  follows : 

All  laws  made  for  maintaining  the  royal  prerogative,  for  the 
security  of  the  queen's  person,  for  the  succession  to  the  crown ; 
all  laws  made  for  the  establishment  of  the  Church,  for  the  tolera- 
tion and  government  of  protestant  dissenters ;  all  laws  providing 
for  the  privileges  of  the  people  and  the  security  of  trade ;  and  all 
English  statutes  for  limitation  of  actions,  for  prevention  of  frauds 
and  immoralities,  and  for  confirming  inheritances  and  titles  to 
land,  are  declared  to  be  in  force  in  Carolina,  "  although  this  prov- 
ince, or  the  plantations  in  general,  be  not  therein  named." 

"  And  because  it  has  always  happened,  that  upon  vacancy  of 
the  government,  seditious  and  evil-minded  persons  have  taken  oc- 
casion to  dispute  the  authority  of  the  succeeding  goverament  or 
president,  however  elected  or  qualified,"  for  want  of  some  author- 
itative rule  on  the  subject,  it  is  enacted,  that  in  case  of  such 
vacancy  hereafter,  the  deputy  of  the  eldest  lord  proprietor  shall 
summon  the  other  deputies,  and  they  shall  choose  from  among 
themselves  a  president  of  the  council  to  bo  acting  governor  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  lords  proprietors  is  known.  In  case  of  a  va- 
cancy among  the  deputies,  the  other  deputies  may  elect  some  one 
to  fill  such  vacancy,  until  the  proprietor  who  was  represented 
shall  have  appointed  another  deputy ;  and  hereafter,  if  the  gov- 
ernor, deputy-governor,  or  president  of  the  council  for  the  time 
being  desires  to  leave  the  province,  he  must  first  declare  to  the 
council  his  purpose  in  going,  and,  secondly,  must  not  be  absent 
more  than  six  months ;  otherwise  his  departure  vacates  his  seat. 

The  reader  has  now  before  him  the  substance  of  the  law  in  some 
of  its  most  important  particulars,  as  made  by  the  settlers  of  Albe- 
marle for  themselves.  Tliere  are  other  enactments  which  will  find 
their  proper  place  in  our  narrative,  when  we  speak  hereafter  of  the 
administration  of  the  law. 
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Laws  of  the  Colony  on  Cape  Fear. 

The  reader  will  probably  remember  our  remark,  quoted  from 
Obalmers,  on  a  former  page,  that  the  proprietors  established  "  for 
Carolina  a  variety  of  separate  and  independent  colonies,  each  of 
which  had  its  own  government,  its  own  assembly,  its  own  customs 
and  laws."  ^  The  legislation  of  Albemarle  might  furnish  law  for 
all  the  country  north  of  the  Cape  Fear ;  but  it  did  not  reach  to 
that  part  of  the  province  south  of  it,  where  the  colony  from  Bar- 
badoes,  under  Yeamans,  was  expressly  required  to  settle,  by  the 
words  "  on  the  larboard  side  thereof"  [i.  e.  of  the  river]  "  entering." 
Our  materials  in  this  part  of  our  story  are  unfortunately  but  mea- 
gre. The  Cape  Fear  colonists,  before  many  years,  removed  further 
south ;  and  if  they  legislated,  or  kept  any  records  of  tlieir  actions 
before  their  removal,  the  memorials  which  would  furnish  the  his- 
tory of  their  doings  were  probably  transported  \vith  them,  and  tlie 
story  is  thus  lost  to  us.  Still,  the  region  they  occupied  was  witliin 
the  present  boimdaries  of  the  State,  and  what  they  did  legitimately 
belongs  to  our  history.  We  must  therefore  make  the  best  use  we 
can  of  our  scanty  materials. 

The  constitution,  if  so  we  may  term  it,  under  which  they  began, 
consisted  of  the  "  declaration  and  proposals"  made  by  the  proprie- 
tors immediately  after  obtaining  their  first  grant  in  1663.  Under 
this,  as  we  have  already  said,  their  first  governor  was  selected  out 
of  tliirteen  colonists  named  by  the  settlers,  and  a  council  of  six  was 
appointed  also.  Tlie  assembly  was  chosen  by  a  majority  of  the 
freeholders  out  of  their  own  body,  and  consisted  of  two  out  of  each 
"  tribe,  division,  or  parish ;"  these  had  power  "  to  make  their  own 
laws,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  governor  and 
council,  so  as  they  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  but, 
as  near  as  may  be,  agreeing  with  them  in  all  civil  affairs."  Tliere 
seems  also  to  have  been  in  contemplation  of  the  proprietor  a  plan 
which,  as  far  as  we  can  discover,  was  never  carried  into  practice. 
Tliis  was  "  a  superintendency  of  a  general  council,  to  be  chosen  mit 
of  evei^y  government  of  tlie  provinoe.'^^  That  is,  individuals  from 
each  colony  in  Carolina  (each  having  "  its  own  government")  were 

>  Polit.  Annals,  p.  521. 
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to  constitute  a  species  of  council  paramount,  to  overeee  the  legis- 
lation of  each  colony.  All  laws  enacted,  besides  being  subject  to 
this  "  superintendency,"  were,  within  one  year  after  publication, 
to  be  presented  to  the  proprietora  for  their  ratification,  and  were 
to  be  in  force  until  such  ratification  was  refused  and  duly  certified 
to  the  colony;  but  if  they  were  once  ratified,  then  they  were  to 
continue  in  force  until  they  were  repealed  by  the  assembly,  or  ex- 
pired by  limitation  of  time.  This  latter  provision  was  caiTied  into 
effect,  Uiough  the  "  superintendency"  was  not 

Whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  laws  were  made  under  these 
grants  by  the  colonists  on  the  Cape  Fear,  we  have  no  means  of 
knowing.  The  first  records  of  their  legislation  that  we  have,  bear 
date  after  their  removal  further  to  the  south,  beyond  the  present 
boundaries  of  North  Carolina. 

Chalmej's  indeed  tells  us  that  on  the  arrival  of  Yeamans  and  his 
companions,  in  1665,  on  the  Cape  Fear,  "  the  same  powers  were 
now  conferred  and  the  same  constitution  was  established  as  those 
which  had  made  Albemarle  happy."  *  Of  these  we  have  given  tlie 
reader  an  account  on  a  previous  pagc.^  We  are  inclined,  how- 
ever, to  think,  with  the  author  just  quoted,  that  "the  first  labor  of 
the  colonists  was  applied  to  the  erection  of  habitations  and  the 
procurement  of  food ;"  and  probably  there  was,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  settlement,  no  election  of  an  assembly,  and  no  legislation  at 
alL  We  are  the  more  confirmed  in  this  conjecture,  when  we  i*ead, 
as  we  do,  that  Yeamans  "  ruled  them  with  the  affection  of  a  father 
rather  than  with  the  authority  of  the  governor."  His  advice  and 
that  of  his  council  had  probably  all  the  force  of  law ;  and  certain 
it  is  that  a  trade,  in  lumber  chiefly,  having  been  very  soon  estab- 
hshed  with  Barbadoes,  the  colonists  on  the  Cape  Fear  were  prosper- 
rous,  contented,  and  happy.  They  wanted  very  little  law  beyond 
that  which  they  could  find  in  the  constitution  of  Albemarle.  If  they 
had  any  other,  we  know  not  where,  at  this  day,  it  is  to  be  found. 


It  remains  yet  to  speak,  in  our  liistory  of  the  law  under  the  pro- 
prietaiy  government,  of  one  other  code  emanating  from  the  pro- 
prietor tliemselves ;  and  remarkable  on  more  grounds  than  one. 

»  Polit.  AnnalB,  p.  521.  «  Ante,  p.  146. 
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It  was  the  work  of  a  celebrated  philosopher,  executed  under  the 
auspices  of  their  lordships,  or  some  of  them ;  it  was  framed  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  lessons  of  that  best  of  teachers,  experi- 
ence; it  was  too  complicated  to  work  smoothly  in  any  state  of 
society,  and  could  not  be  made  to  work  at  all  in  the  infant  settle- 
ment of  a  distant  wilderness ;  it  gave  a  more  than  ample  recogni- 
tion of  the  importance,  dignity,  and  interest  of  those  who  framed 
it,  while  it  completely  ignored  some  of  the  plainest  and  dearest 
rights  of  those  for  whom  it  was  made ;  and  in  short,  to  our  appre- 
hension at  least,  was  at  war  alike  with  justice,  with  interest,  with 
humanity,  and  with  common  sense.  We  speak  of  "The  Funda- 
mental CoNSTnUTIONS." 

The  Fundamental  CoNSTiruTiONS  of  John  Locke. 

Soon  after  the  second  grant  of  King  Charles  to  the  lords  pro- 
prietors in  1665,  they  betook  themselves  to  the  work  of  preparing 
a  body  of  fundamental  principles  of  government,  as  the  basis  of 
all  future  legislation  in  their  newly  acquired  dominion.  Some  of 
the  proprietors,  at  least,  were  shrewd  men,  of  far  more  than 
oi'dinary  abilities,  which  had  been  variously  exercised  in  a  com- 
munication with  the  busy  world  around  them.  It  seems  strange, 
therefore,  that  the  knowledge  of  human  nature  thus  obtained 
should  not  have  suggested  to  them  the  questionable  policy,  to  say 
the  least,  of  attempting,  theoretically,  to  construct  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment for  a  distant  colony  which  none  of  them  had  ever  seen, 
the  actual  wants  of  which  could  be  learned  only  by  experience ; 
and  a  state  of  society,  which  they  must,  at  any  rate,  have  known 
was  widely  diflferent  from  aU  with  which  they  were  most  familiar 
in  the  social  condition  of  England  at  that  day. 

Perhaps,  in  the  indulgence  of  their  aristocratic  pride,  imaccus- 
tomed  to  be  thwarted  in  their  dealings  at  home  with  those  below 
them  in  station,  they  made  no  allowance  for  the  stem  necessity 
which  sometimes  teaches  human  nature,  ignorant  though  it  be,  that 
it  must,  for  the  time,  make  its  own  laws  or  peAsh,  They  under- 
took to  prescribe,  with  all  the  confidence  of  an  assumed  infallibility, 
for  a  portion  of  humanity  tliat  was  stniggling  for  life.  It  could 
not  struggle  by  rule,  nor  plant  its  blows  by  dictation  from  those 
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who  could  not  tell  where  a  blow  would  be  most  effective.  It  was 
very  easy  for  the  proprietors,  in  the  luxurious  indolence  of  aristo- 
cratic English  life,  to  say,  "  Thus  we  will  it,  and  thus  will  we  have 
it ;"  but  the  Grod  of  nature  had  spoken  to  these  men  in  the  wilder- 
ness before  their  lordships,  and  in  a  more  authoritative  tone.  lie 
had  told  them  to  use  the  energies,  mental  and  physical,  with  whicli 
He  had  endowed  them,  and  to  do,  as  men,  that  which,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  right  reason,  they  saw  would  conduce  most  to  their  preser- 
vation and  comfort.  The  battle  of  the  proprietors,  in  this  matter 
of  the  "  Fundamental  Constitutions,"  was,  therefore,  a  battle  with 
human  nature  arrayed  in  its  strength,  under  the  promptings  of  its 
first  instinct ^  self-preservation.  Their  lordships  theorized,  the 
colonists  felt ;  the  proprietors  drew  pictures,  but  the  hardy  wood- 
men of  Carolina  were  grappling  with  stem  realities.  Titles  of 
nobility,  orders  of  precedence,  the  shows  of  an  empty  pageantry, 
were,  to  them,  but  toys  which  might  amuse  childhood ;  but  there 
was  no  romance  in  watching  the  savage,  or  felling  the  forest,  or 
planting  the  com,  or  gatliering  the  crop  with  the  ever-present 
weapon  in  reach  of  the  laboring  hand.  In  short,  ''the  day  of 
chivalry"  had  not  then  dawned  on  the  wide-spread  forests  of 
Albemarle ;  and  we  may  well  believe  that  the  rough  colonists,  in 
the  mass,  felt  a  sublime  contempt  alike  for  palatine,  and  land- 
grave, and  casique.  He  was  the  greatest  man  among  them  who 
had  the  bravest  heart,  the  strongest  arm,  and  the  largest  outgush- 
ing  of  human  sympathy.  No  wonder  then  that  the  "  fundamental 
constitutions,"  from  the  hour  of  their  arrival  in  that  unpropitious 
climate,  encountered  a  moral  malaria  which  sent  them  in  due  time 
to  the  grave,  under  the  wastings  of  gradud,  but  inevitably  fatal, 
consumption. 

The  FIRST  body  of  "fundamental  constitutions"  contained  eighty- 
one  articles,  and  was  signed  by  the  lords  proprietors  on  the 
21st  of  July,  1669.  Tliere  is  a  lesson  to  be  gathered  from  the 
preamble  to  this  document.  After  setting  forth  their  grant  from 
the  crown,  they  proceed  to  say,  that  "  for  the  better  settlement  of 
the  government  of  the  said  place,  and  establishiiig  the  intet'est  of 
t?ie proprietors  with  equality  and  without  confusion  ;  and  that  the 
government  of  this  province  may  be  made  most  agreeable  to  the 
monarchy  under  which  we  live,  and  of  which  this  province  is  a 
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part ;  and  that  we  may  avoid  the  erecting  a  numercym  democrdcy  / 
"We,  &c.  [naming  the  proprietors],  have  agreed  to  this  following 
form  of  government,  to  be  perpetiudly  established  among  us,  unto 
which  we  do  oblige  ourselves  and  our  heirs,  in  the  most  binding 
way  that  can  be  devised." 

In  a  few  months  afterward,  this  form  of  government  thus  "  per- 
petually established,"  and  to  which  its  framers  were  obliged  "  in 
the  most  binding  way,"  underwent  revision  at  their  hands,  and 
came  forth,  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1669-70,  with  one  hundred 
and  twenty  articles.    This  was  the  second  edition.* 

Two  years  afterward,  it  was  again  repaired  by  these  political 
tinkers,  and  the  third  emission,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty 
articles,  and  dated  January  12, 1681-2,  was  ushered  into  the  world. 

Presently  the  fourth  set  of  "  fundamental  constitutions"  was 
prepared ;  but  of  this,  Chief-justice  Trott,  of  South  Carolina,  says 
that,  from  the  imperfection  of  his  copy,  he  is  unable  to  give. the 
date. 

Finally,  the  fifth  and  last  edition  was  promulgated  on  the  11th 
of  April,  1698,  and  contained  but  forty-one  articles.  The  pream- 
ble to  this  last,  after  setting  forth,  as  did  that  of  the  first,  the  de- 
sire to  promote  the  proprietors'  interests,  and  avoid  erecting  a 
numerous  democracy,  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  proprietors, 
*'with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  landgraves  and  casiques 
and  commons,"  have  agreed  to  this  following  form  of  govern- 
ment, &c. ;  not  forgetting,  however,  to  declare  once  more,  as  they 
had  done  on  every  previous  promulgation,  that  it  was  "  perpetually 

»  The  Jir$t  set,  it  will  be  observed,  bears  date  July  21,  1669,  while  the  second  \a  dated 
March  1,  1669-70.  This,  without  explanation,  may  in  the  minds  of  some  readers  cause 
confusion.  The  explanation,  however,  is  very  simple.  Dp  to  September,  1752,  the  civil 
or  legal  year  in  England  commenced  at  the  feast  of  the  Annunciation^  March  2o.  The  his- 
torical year  began  on  the  day  of  the  Circumcision^  January  1.  Thus  arose  all  the  confu- 
sion. A  civilian  would  write  January  7, 1658,  while  the  historian  would  express  the  same 
date  by  January  7, 1659.  At  any  time  after  the  25th  of  March,  hotii  would  have  written 
the  year  1659.  It  therefore  became  usual  to  write  the  year  between  January  and  March  ac- 
cording to  both  calculations.  Thus  we  see,  for  instance,  February  8,  164J.  The  upper  is 
the  legal  year,  the  lower  the  historical.  July,  1669,  was  therefore  anterior  to  March  1, 
1669-70.  After  March  2oth,  both  the  civilian  and  historian  would  have  written  the  year 
1670.  The  latter,  the  historian,  had  indeed  so  written  it  from  the  Is^t  of  the  previous  Jan- 
uary. If  the  reader  will  always  take  the  lower  or  latter  figure,  he  will  have  the  year  ac- 
cording to  our  present  computation.  See  2  3.  Carolina  Stat,  at  large,  p.  8i,  note,  where 
the  subject  is  explained  and  the  authorities  are  given  by  Dr.  Cooper. 
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established,"  and  secured  "  in  the  most  binding  way  that  can  be 
devised."  It  had  thus  been  made  "  perpetual"  only  five  times  in 
nineteen  years,  and  altered  every  time  it  was  thus  consigned  to  a 
deathless  immutability.^  At  last,  in  1698,  these  "  fundamental" 
immortals  were  laid  aside  by  the  lords  proprietors /br^^. 

Mr.  Locke  was  employed  by  Lord  Shaftesbury,  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors, to  prepare  the  "  constitutions."  The  philosopher  (at 
least  so  it  seems  to  us)  was  not  a  statesman.  It  would  be  hard  to 
devise  a  more  complicated  and  involved  engine  of  governmental 
machinery.  The  intricacy  of  its  movements  would,  we  think, 
have  deranged  its  working  in  a  state  of  society  far  more  advanced 
than  that  of  Carolina:  in  tlie  wilderness,  to  make  it  operative, 
was  simply  impossible.  A  synopsis  of  its  chief  provisions  will,  we 
tliink,  verify  the  remark. 

There  were  eight  proprietors ;  these  were  first  provided  for, 
with  a  due  regard  to  their  interest  and  aristocratic  dignity.  The 
oldest  was  made  "  Palatine.'^'*  This  was  an  epithet  applied  origi- 
nally to  persons  who  held  office  or  employment  in  a  king's  palace ; 
hence,  in  its  modern  meaning,  it  imports  one  possessing  royal 
privileges — as  a  count  palatine.  A  county  palatine  was  a  county 
over  which  a  bishop  or  duke  or  earl  had  a  royal  jurisdiction. 
When  the  palatine  of  Carolina  died,  according  to  the  constitutions, 
the  proprietor  next  in  seniority  took  the  office.  As  to  the  other 
seven  proprietors,  seven  "  chief  offices"  were  also  made  for  them, 
viz.,  admiral,  chamberlain,  chancellor,  constable,  chief-justice, 
high  steward,  and  treasurer ;  and  these  could  be  filled  by  none 
but  proprietors.  The  grant  of  the  province  had  been  made  to  the 
proprietore  "  with  all  the  royalties,  properties,  jurisdictions,  and 
privileges  of  a  county  palatine,  as  large  and  ample  as  the  county 
palatine  of  Durham."  Chester,  Lancaster,  and  Durham  were  the 
three  counties  palatine  of  England ;  and  in  them  tlie  respective 
proprietors,  the  Earl  of  Chester,  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  and  the 
Bishop  of  Durham,  possessed  royal  rights  as  fully  as  did  the  king 
in  his  palace.  Chester  and  Lancaster  have  long  since  been  united 
to  the  crown,  and  retain,  in  some  of  their  local  courts,  only  vestiges 

»  Cbief-justioe  Trott's  Introduction  to  the  Province  Laws  of  S.  Carolina,  in  vol.  Ist  S.  C. 
Stat0.  at  large,  pp.  15  et  seq.  Vide  Rivera*  Historioal  Sketches  of  South  Carolina,  Appen- 
dix, p.  884. 
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of  their  former  palatine  state.  But  Doi'ham  remained  a  county 
palatine  until  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  hands  of  a  subject,  the 
Bishop  of  Durham.  It  was  not  until  the  reign  of  William  lY.,  in 
the  year  1836,  that  the  bishop  ceased  to  be  "prince  palatine,"  and 
to  -possess  jura  re ff alia.  In  that  year  the pakUine  jurisdiction  was 
transferred  to  the  crown  ;  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts,  however, 
remains  as  before.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  eight  proprietors 
were,  in  truth,  something  more  than  the  mere  owners  of  Carolina ; 
they  were,  to  nearly  all  purposes,  its  absolute  kings. 

Next,  for  these  eight  proprietore  were  eight  supreme  courts 
provided.  The  firet  was  the  palatine's  com*t,  composed  of  himself, 
as  principal,  with  his  seven  co-proprietors.  Then  each  of  the 
seven  had  his  court,  as  one  of  the  chief  officers  before  named,  in 
which  were  associated  with  him  six  counsellors ;  and  to  each  of 
these  seven  high  official  courts  was  joined  "  a  college  of  twelve 
assistants,"  composed  of  the  nobility  or  persons  of  high  position, 
selected  by  the  palatine's  court. 

There  was  an  hereditary  nobility  established,  the  members  of 
which,  by  right  of  rank,  were  to  sit  in  parliament.  These  were 
known  as  landgraves  and  casiques.  The  first  title  they  obtained 
from  Germany,  where  it  implied  a  nobleman  who  had  a  certain 
amount  of  landed  estate :  it  was  equivalent  to  the  Saxon  "  Thane." 
The  casique  they  took  from  the  Indians  in  Mexico. 

The  whole  province  was  divided,  first,  into  large  departments : 
these  were  called  counties.  Each  county  was  then  subdivided 
into  eight  seiynories,  eight  baronies,  and  ioxxr  pre^ncts  j  and  each 
precinct  into  six  colonies.  Each  seignory,  barony,  and  colony  was 
to  contain  twelve  thousand  acres  of  laud.  The  seignories  were  for 
the  proprietoi*s  and  the  baronies  for  the  nobility,  and  tliese  were 
"  perpetually  annexed"  to  the  respective  titles  of  the  proprietors 
and  nobility,  to  sustain  the  aristocracy,  and  were  therefore,  after 
a  certain  time,  inalienable.  The  colonies  were  for  the  common 
people.  Whoever  succeeded  to  a  landgrave  or  casique  was  to 
take  his  name  and  arms,  which  were  thenceforth  forever  to  be  the 
family  name  and  arms.  There  were  to  be  just  as  many  land- 
graves as  there  were  counties,  and  twice  as  many  casiques,  and 
no  more ;  and  each  landgrave  was  entitled  to  four  baronies,  and 
each  casique  to  two :  and  these  were  "  hereditarily  and  unalter- 
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ably  annexed  to  and  settled  upon  the  said  dignity."  All  the  first 
landgraves  and  casiques  were,  in  one  mode  or  another,  either  by 
joint  or  individual  action,  to  be  appointed  by  the  lords  proprietors. 
The  instrument  then  proceeds,  in  a  succession  of  articles,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  pepetuation  and  dignity  of  the  nobility,  laboring  to 
meet  every  contingency  that  might  arise,  and  seeking  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  ever  losing  or  polluting  the  scmgre  azul  of  this 
ephemeral  aristocracy. 

But  not  a  word  yet  have  we  of  the  people :  the  bone  and  sinew 
of  the  new  settlement,  those  by  whose  toil  landgraves  and  casiques 
had  to  li/ve ;  for  nobility,  after  all,  must  eat  and  drink,  even  as 
the  ignoble  do.  The  instrument  seems  to  have  been  framed  on 
the  rule — "our  dignity  and  interest  first,  the  people  second." 
First,  then,  the  people  might  be  "leet  men,"  subject  to  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  who  possessed  rights,  little  short  of  absolute,  in  his 
manor  of  "  not  less  than  three  thousand,  and  not  above  twelve 
thousand  acres,  in  one  entire  piece  and  colony."  Let  the  lord  de- 
cide what  he  pleased,  the  leet-nian  had  no  appeal ;  nor  could  any 
leet-man  or  leet-woman  "  have  liberty  to  go  off  from  the  land  of 
their  particular  lord,  and  live  anywhere  else,  without  license  ob- 
tained from  their  said  lord,  mider  hand  and  seal."  All  leet-men's 
children  were  declared  to  be  leet-men  also,  ^d  "so  to  continue  to 
all  generations."  In  short,  the  system  was  designed  to  introduce 
a  perpetual  serfdom. 

Xext  we  have  the  jurisdictions,  severally  defined,  of  the  eight 
courts  of  the  proprietors  before  named,  presenting  abundant  occa- 
sions for  questions  to  aiise,  in  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction,  which  it 
would  baffle  the  skill  of  an  acute  jurist  to  reconcile.  We  next 
come  upon  humbler  tribunals.  Each  county,  with  its  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  acres,  had  a  court :  this  was  to  be  composed  of  the 
sheriff  and  four  justices  of  the  county,  all  to  be  chosen  by  the  pro- 
prietors ;  and  in  any  cause  before  this  court,  if  personal,  involving 
the  value  of  £200  sterling,  or  if  affecting  the  title  to  land,  or  if 
criminal,  the  party  cast  might  appeal  to  the  proprietoi's'  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  cases  of  the  class  decided,  provided  he  would 
pay  £20  sterlmgfor  the  use  of  the  propi*ieiot's. 

]^ext  there  was  a  precinct  court,  consisting  of  a  steward  and 
four  justices  of  the  precinct,  wliich  was  to  be  held  quarterly.    This 
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had  jurisdiction  of  all  criminal  offences,  except  treason,  murder, 
and  other  capital  felonies,  and  except  all  criminal  causes  of  the 
nobility.  It  had  also  jurisdiction  of  all  civil  causes  whatever,  and 
in  personal  actions,  where  the  demand  did  not  exceed  £50  sterling, 
there  lay  no  appeal ;  but  where  the  demand  exceeded  that  value, 
or  concerned  the  title  of  land,  or  where  the  cause  was  of  a  crim- 
inal nature,  there  was  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  county  court,  pro- 
vided the  party  appealing  would  pay  £5  to  the  lords  proprietors^  use. 

There  was  no  such  thing  allowed  as  granting  a  new  trial  under 
any  circumstances ;  for  no  cause  could  be  tried  twice  in  the  same 
court.  The  only  possibility  of  a  second  investigation  was  on  an 
appeal,  paid  for. 

Twice  a  year  a  commission  was  to  be  issued,  analogous  to  the 
modem  commission  of  oyer  and  terminer^  to  try  treason,  murder, 
and  all  other  offences  punishable  with  death.  This  was  directed 
to  "  one  or  more  members  of  the  grand  council  or  colleges,"  who 
went  as  itinerant  judges  to  the  several  counties,  and,  with  the 
sheriff  and  four  justices,  held  assizes.  The  cost  of  an  appeal  from 
this  court  to  that  of  the  proprietors  was  £50. 

There  was  a  grand  jury  at  these  assizes,  by  which,  we  presume, 
all  bills  were  found  or  accusations  made,  though  it  is  not  so  stated 
expressly.  It  was  the  duty  also  of  this  grand  jury  at  the  close  of 
the'term,  upon  oath,  to  make  presentment  to  the  itinerant  judges, 
of  "  such  grievances,  misdemeanoi^s,  exigencies,  or  defects,  which 
tliey  think  necessaiy  for  the  public  good  of  the  country."  But 
these  did  not  then  pass  from  the  judges  to  the  prosecuting  officer, 
that  bills  of  indictment  might  be  drawn,  for  there  was  no  prose- 
cuting officer.  No  such  occupation  as  that  of  a  lawyer  or  advocate, 
by  profession,  was  countenanced.  Tliese  presentments  were  car- 
ried home  by  the  judge,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  gmnd  council. 
Whatever  in  such  presentments  concerned  the  execution  of  laws 
already  made,  was  referred  to  the  appropriate  court  of  proprietors; 
and  whatever  presented  matters  not  yet  provided  for  by  law,  was 
referred  to  the  proprietors'  court  having  jurisdiction  in  cognate 
matters,  that  it  might  prepare  a  law  and  submit  it  to  the  grand 
council,  to  be  laid  by  that  body  before  parliament. 

As  to  jurors,  in  the  precinct  court  no  man  might  sit  as  a  juror 
who  did  not  own  fifty  acres  of  freehold.     In  the  county  court,  or 
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at  the  assizes,  the  quaUfication  required  was  three  hundred  acres. 
In  the  proprietors'  courts,  it  was  five  hundred  acres.  A  jury  was 
composed  of  twelve  men,  but  they  were  not  required  to  be  unani- 
mous in  their  verdict ;  a  majority  might  find  a  verdict. 

It  was  declared  to  ''  be  a  base  and  vile  thing  to  plead  for  money 
or  reward ;"  and  no  one,  xmless  he  were  a  near  kinsman,  and  not 
further  removed  in  relationship  than  a  cousin-german,  was  to  be 
permitted  to  plead  for  another,  without  making  oath,  in  open 
court,  tliat  he  had  not  received,  and  was  not  to  receive,  any  money 
or  reward  for  his  services  in  pleading.  It  certainly  indicated  but 
a  slight  knowledge  of  human  nature  to  suppose  that  men  of  intel- 
lect could  aflEbrd  to  practise  law  "  all  for  love ;"  and  slighter  still, 
not  to  perceive  that  the  way  to  make  independent  and  able  jurists, 
was  to  permit  them  to  receive  adequate  compensation  for  the  exer- 
cise of  their  industry  and  talents.  It  was  unworthy  of  Locke,  if 
indeed  this  provision  were  his,  to  yield  to  the^xceedingly  common- 
place and  vulgar  prejudice  against  the  members  of  the  bar.  Ju- 
rists are  a  very  necessary  and  useful  order  of  men  in  society ;  and 
though  there  may  be  found  in  their  ranks,  as  in  those  of  all  other 
pursuits  in  life,  some  who  are  imworthy,  yet  it  scarcely  seems  to 
comport  with  good  sense  to  seek  a  remedy  for  the  evil  in  the  abo- 
lition of  the  profession.  It  is  somewhat  akin  to  the  conduct  of  the 
physician  who  should  kill  the  patient  for  fear  he  may  be  sick. 
One  thing  is  certain,  that  the  liberties  of  no  people  can  be  frau- 
dulently and  silently  undermined,  where  there  is  an  intelligent, 
high-minded,  and  independent  bar. 

Tlie  parliament,  for  such  was  the  high-sounding  name  of  the 
legislative  body,  was  to  be  composed  of  the  proprietors  or  their 
deputies,  the  landgraves  and  casiques,  and  one  freeholder  out  of 
every  precinct,  to  be  chosen  by  the  freeholders  of  the  precinct. 
They  were  to  sit  in  one  house,  and  each  member  had  one  vote. 
Every  voter  was  required  to  own  a  freehold  of  fifty  acres,  and 
every  elected  representative  to  own  five  hundred  acres.  The  pai*- 
liament  was  to  meet  biennially,  and  the  first  business  to  be  done 
was  tlie  reading  of  the  "fundamental  constitutions,"  which  all 
present  were  to  subscribe.  It  was  a  peculiarity  of  this  august 
body,  however,  that  it  could  originate  no  measures.  There  was  a 
grand  council,  composed  of  the  palatine  and  the  other  proprietors, 
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and  the  forty-two  counsellors  of  the  several  proprietors'  courts ; 
this  body  was  to  meet  monthly,  or  whenever  called,  and  by  it 
were  prepared  "  all  matters  to  be  proposed  in  pai^liament."  When 
a  measure  was  proposed  in  parliament,  and  passed  by  a  majority, 
it  was  to  be  of  no  force,  unless  ratified  by  the  palatine,  and  three 
more  of  the  proprietors  or  iiheir  deputies;  and  even  with  sucli 
sanction,  it  was  the  law  no  longer  than  tlie  next  biennial  parlia- 
ment, unless  at  that  parliament  it  was  mtified  afresh  by  the  pala- 
tine and  three  proprietors,  under  their  hands  and  seals.  Half  the 
members  constituted  a  quorum.  K  after  a  law  had  been  in  force 
two  years,  before  its  ratification  afresh  at  the  next  parliament,  any 
proprietor  made  his  protest  against  it  as  being  contrary  to  these 
constitutions,  then,  after  full  discussion,  the  parliament  was  to  di- 
vide itself  into  four  bodies,  and  retire  into  four  separate  chambers, 
the  palatine  and  proprietors  into  one,  the  landgraves  into  another, 
the  casiques  into  a  third,  and  the  members  elected  by  the  precincts 
into  a  fourth ;  and  if  a  major  part  of  either  chamber  should  vote 
that  the  law  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  constitutions,  it  could 
not  be  ratified.  At  the  expiration  of  each  hundred  years,  all  en- 
actments of  every  kind  ceased  and  determined  of  themselves,  with- 
out any  formal  repeal. 

All  comments  on  or  expositions  of  any  part  of  the  fundamental 
constitutions,  or  of  the  common  or  statute  law,  were  absolutely 
prohibited. 

Provision  was  made  for  registration  of  conveyances  of  land,  as 
well  as  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

As  to  religion,  no  man  was  to  be  admitted  a  freeman,  or  even' 
to  have  an  estate  or  habitation  in  the  province,  wlio  did  not  ac- 
knowledge a  God,  and  that  God  is  to  be  solemnly  and  publicly 
worshipped.  The  Church  of  England  was  declared  to  be  the  es- 
tablished Church  of  Carolina,  and  the  only  one  that  could  receive 
maintenance  from  parliament ;  yet  toleration  was  to  be  shown  to 
others ;  and  any  seven  or  more  persons,  "  agreeing  in  miy  religion," 
should  "  constitute  a  church  or  profession,"  to  which  they  should 
give  some  distinguishing  name.  But  in  every  such  association  of 
seven  or  more,  three  particulars  of  belief  were  declared  to  be  es- 
sential, viz. :  1st  Tliat  there  is  a  God.  2d.  That  God  is  publicly 
to  be  worshipped.    3d.  That  it  is  both  lawful  and  a  duty  in  every 
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man  to  bear  witness  to  truth,  when  called  on  to  do  so  by  proper 
authority.  Consequently,  "  every  church  or  profession"  was  re- 
quired to  declare  in  what  way  they  would  invoke  God's  presence 
and  help  to  their  truth  as  witnesses.  No  person  above  seventeen 
could  have  any  benefit  pr  protection  of  law,  or  hold  any  place  of 
profit  or  honor,  who  had  not  his  name  recorded  as  a  member  of 
some  church.  Those  of  one  denomination  were  not  to  revile, 
abuse,  or  ridicule  those  of  another ;  and  it  was  declared  that  slaves 
might  become  members  of  the  churches,  but  were  not  thereby  to 
obtain  their  freedom. 

Every  freeman  owning  slaves  was  to  have  "  absolute  power  and 
authority  over  his  negro  slaves." 

No  cause  was  to  be  tried  but  by  a  jury. 

All  inhabitants  and  freemen  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and 
sixty,  were  to  bear  arms  and  serve  as  soldiers  whenever  the  grand 
council  should  so  direct. 

Every  inhabitant  above  seventeen  was  to  sign  the  fundamental 
constitutions ;  and  until  he  did,  he  could  neither  hold  an  estate 
nor  have  any  benefit  of  law  in  the  province.  If  an  alien  came  in 
and  signed  the  constitutions,  he  was  thereby  to  become  nat- 
uralized. 

Finally,  it  was  said:  "These  fundamental  constitutions  and 
every  part  thereof  shall  be  and  remain  the  sacred  and  unalterable 
form  and  rule  of  government  of  Carolina/J^r^v^." 

But  alas  for  the  stability  of  human  resolves!  In  July,  1669, 
almost  ere  yet  the  ink  was  dry  on  the  signatures  to  the  "  constitu- 
tions," came  a  statement  from  the  proprietors  that,  as  there  were 
at  present  no  landgraves  and  casiques  in  Cai'olina,  nor  even  snch 
a  number  of  inhabitants  as  would  admit  of  entirely  putting  in 
practice  this  indestructible  form  of  government,  that  had  been  so 
laboriously  devised,  therefore  the  people  of  the  colony  must  e'en 
do  the  next  best  thing  they  could,  and  "  come  as  nigh  the  same  as 
is  practicable  at  present."'  Again,  in  1672,  the  reluctant  acknowl- 
edgment is  forced  from  the  proprietors,  that  "  the  paucity  of  no- 
bility will  not  permit  the  fundamental  constitutions  presently  to 
be  put  in  practice  ;"  and  they  are  constrained  to  provide  a  body 

»  Rivera'  HistoriaU  SkotcheB  of  S.  C,  Appendix,  pp.  841,  847 
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of  temporary  laws,*  and  "  instructions"  to  their  governor  to  sup- 
ply the  want  of  constitutional  legislation.*  But  the  nobility,  as  it 
was  first  in  their  thoughts,  was  never  lost  sight  of :  from  time  to 
time  we  find  them  appointing  certain  individuals  landgraves  and 
casiques ;  the  only  effect  of  which  appears  to  have  been  conferring 
on  the  persons  thus  honored,  grants  of  large  bodies  of  land,  ac- 
cording to  the  fundamental  constitutions.  Presently,  after  an  in- 
terval often  yeai-s,  we  find  them,  in  May,  1682,  stating  that  they 
had  been  prevailed  "  upon,  at  the  request  of  several  eminent,  wor- 
thy persons,  who  have  a  mind  to  become  settlers  in  our  province  of 
Carolina,  to  make  review  of  our  fundamental  constitutions,  and  to 
make  therein  some  additions  and  alterations ;"  and  a  copy  of  these 
is  sent  over.*  One  would  have  supposed  that  the  work  then  done 
would  have  sufficed  for  at  least  a  year ;  but  it  did  not.  In  No- 
vember of  1682,  they  inform  the  governor  of  the  southern  colony 
(Moreton)  that,  to  gratify  the  Scotch  who  intended  to  become  set- 
tlers, they  had  "  thought  fit  once  more  to  take  a  review  of  our  fun- 
damental constitutions  of  the  govenmient  of  Carolina  for  the 
future."  And,  as  if  ashamed  of  these  perpetual  fluctuations  of 
opinion,  they  say  to  the  governor :  "  We  being  sensible  that  such 
often  changes  may  be  apt  to  breed  doubts  in  the  minds  of  some 
people,"  &c.,  "  we  do  hereby  ratify  and  consent  that  you  may  in 
parliament  declare,  recognize,  enact,  and  confirm  the  said  funda- 
ment^il  constitutions,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
articles,  now  sent  you  under  our  hands  and  seals,  and  under  the 
great  seal  of  our  province,  and  bearing  date  the  17th  day  of 
August,  1682,  to  be  for  the  future  the  fundamental  constitutions 
and  forni  of  government  of  the  province  of  Carolina  forever ;  by 
which  means  there  can  be  no  addition  or  alteration  hereafter,  but 
according  to  the  rules  and  methods  in  said  fundamental  constitu- 
tions prescribed."*  Once  more,  and  for  the  last  time,  came  over, 
in  1698,  these  memorable  "  constitutions,"  reduced  now  to  forty- 
one  articles.  The  Assembly  of  the  southern  colony  at  Charleston 
ddiherately  rejected  them.  And  thus,  as  Mr.  Kivers  has  remarked, 
in  speaking  of  the  pertinacity  with  which  the  proprietors  sought, 

'  Rivera^  Historical  Sketches  of  S.  C,  Appendix,  p.  855. 
*  Ibid.  866.  *  Ibid.  895.  *  Ibid.  898. 
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again  and  again,  to  force  their  adoption  upon  the  people  of  Caro- 
lina, "  The  garment  that  did  not  fit  the  infant  was  still  so  beauti- 
ful to  the  parents'  eye,  that  it  was  altered  and  pieced  and  patched, 
and  again  and  again  lovingly  tried  upon  his  limbs,  even  in  the 
years  of  his  robust  manhood."^ 

It  was,  however,  in  what  is  now  South  Carolina  that  the  experi- 
ment was  mostly  made  to  establish  the  constitutions.  That  was 
the  most  important  part  of  the  province  to  the  proprietors,  as  com- 
merce began  gradually  to  -develop  itself  at  Charleston.  But  the 
system  was  one  which  was  framed  alike  for  all  the  colonies  that 
belonged  to  the  province.  It  was  meant  for  Albemarle  and  Cape 
Fear  as  much  as  for  the  settlement  on  Ashley  and  Cooper  rivers ; 
and  was  applicable  to  none.  In  North  Carolina,  the  constitutions 
produced  discontent  from  the  first,  and  were  never  practically 
much  more  than  a  dead  letter.  Some  of  the  "  instructions"  and 
orders  of  their  lordships,  which  were  given  because  of  the  absolute 
impossibility  of  any  government  under  the  code  of  Locke,  were 
followed  ;  but  very  few  landgraves  or  casiques  were  ever  made  in 
North  Carolina.  Such  of  these  mushroom  nobility  as  were  seen 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  province,  came,  for  the  most  part,  from 
the  southern  colony.  Yeamans,  who  led  the  colony  from  Barba- 
does  to  the  Cape  Fear,  was  indeed  made  a  landgrave ;  but  it  was 
not,  we  believe,  until  after  he  had  removed  .witli  his  settlers  be- 
yond the  present  limits  of  North  Carolina.  Upon  a  review  of  this 
efibrt,  obstinately  persisted  in  for  years,  to  force  upon  Carolina  a 
plan  of  government  so  obviously  unsuited  to  its  condition,  it  may 
well  be  doubted  whether  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  struggling 
colonists,  in  a  distant  wilderness,  were  ever  confided  to  hands  and 
heads  more  incompetent  to  their  work  than  those  of  tlie  lords  pro- 
prietors of  Carolina.  They  abolished  a  good  governuieiit ;  pre- 
scribed an  impracticable  one;  destroyed  existing  quiet  and  in- 
creasing prosperity  ;  and  furnished  grounds  for  rebellion  and 
anarchy. 

We  have  thought  it  best,  in  this  department  of  our  work,  to  pre- 
sent the  history  and  chief  features  of  the  laws  embodied  in  the 
constitutions,  notwithstanding  they  were  practically  inoperative. 

»  Rivera'  Historical  Sketches  of  S.  C,  p.  165. 
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Tliey  form  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  law  in  the  period  of  which 
we  are  writing,  and  our  notice  of  them  is  prompted  by  the  wish  to 
make  our  story  complete.  The  jurist  may  discover  in  them,  possi- 
bly, the  germs  of  some  of  our  present  usages  in  judicial  proceed- 
ings, or  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  our  existing  enactments.  At 
any  rate,  they  constitute  a  feature  not  to  be  omitted  in  our  attempt 
to  sketch  a  picture  of  the  state  of  our  jurisprudence  under  the 
proprietary  government.  The  reader  now  has  before  liim  what 
our  industry  has  enabled  us  to  glean  from  the  materials  at  our 
command.  We  have  endeavored  to  show  the  legislation  of  Albe- 
marle (to  us  the  most  important) ;  the  little  we  can  find  of  the  law 
prevailing  in  the  more  southern  colony  within  our  present  limits, 
on  the  Cape  Fear;  and  the  enactments  of  the  proprietors  them- 
selves in  their  code,  which  they  designed  for  both.  We  are  now 
prepared  to  proceed  to  the  second  brancli  in  this  division  of  our 
general  subject,  and  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the  Admin- 
istration OF  the  Law. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

The  lowest  judicial  functionary  known  in  the  province  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  This  veiy  necessary  class  of  officers  was 
appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  governor,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  council.  And  here  we  may  remark,  in  general,  that  during 
the  proprietary  rule  a  change  seems  to  have  been  made  in  the 
exercise  of  the  appointing  power.  Thus  in  the  minutes  of  the 
governor  and  council  in  1711,  we  find  that  when  liis  excelleiicy 
communicated  to  the  council  his  intention  to  appoint  a  certain 
individual  surveyor  of  the  cobny,  an  entry  is  made,  by  order  of  the 
council,  that  tlie  power  so  to  do  "is  wholly  inherent  in  liiinsclf ; 
yet  desiring  the  council's  concurrence,  tliey  heartily  and  willingly 
concur  in  the  same."  Afterward,  however,  we  meet  with  an 
enactment  which — made,  it  may  be,  under  the  influence  of  political 
excitement — indicates  a  suspicious  distrust  of  the  exercise  of  guber- 
natorial patronage,  and,  forgetful  of  the  declaration  of  the  council 
quoted  above,  boldly  affirms  that  "  it  has  always  been  the  custom, 
time  out  of  mind,  for  the  governor  or  commander-in-chief  to  appoint 
all  officers  in  tliis  government,  hy  aiid  with  the  advice  and  consent 
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of  the  major  part  of  the  council  ;^^  and  enacts  that  every  appoint- 
ment thereafter  to  be  made  must  not  only  have  such  advice  and 
consent,  but  that  the  fact  of  the  council's  approbation  must,  in 
every  instance,  be  formally  entered  on  the  minutes. 

The  earliest  record  we  have,  however,  of  the  appointment  of 
justices  was  anterior  to  tliis  enactment,  and  it  is  among  the  oldest 
public  documents  in  the  State.  It  is  to  be  found  on  tfie  minutes 
of  Berkeley  precinct  court,  preserved  in  the  oiBce  of  the  clerk  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Perquimons  county,  and  bears  date  the 
3d  of  December,  1679.^ 

The  jurisdiction  conferred  by  this  commission  is  very  broad, 
embracing  many  particulars  which  would  scarce  find  a  place  in 
an  enumeration  of  the  powers  of  the  modem  magistracy.  The 
justices  were,  for  instance,  authorized  "to  inquire,  by  the  oaths  of 
good  and  lawful  men  of  the  precinct  aforesaid,  by  whom  the  truth 
may  be  known,  of  all  and  all  manner  of  felonies,  witchcraft^  en- 
chantments^ sorceries^  magic  arts^  trespasses,  forestallings,  regratings, 
and  extortions  whatsoever."  Their  commission  also  empowered 
two  or  more  of  them  to  hold  the  precinct  court,  provided  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  quorum  were  present :  "  quoi^um  aliquma  ves- 
trum,  Georgius  Duranty  ml  Alexandrus  LiUington  unum  ease 
volumvs,^'*  But  a  single  magistrate  had  also,  in  some  cases,  ju- 
risdiction to  try  money  causes. 

In  the  earlier  days  of  the  colony,  if  the  sum  demanded  was  less 
than  twenty  shillings,  a  single  justice  might  tiy  it.  If  it  did  not 
exceed  forty,  the  jurisdiction  belonged  to  two  justices,  one  of  whom 
was  to  be  of  the  qv^orum^  and  was  exclusive.  In  the  progress  of 
events,  however,  as  the  business  of  the  courts  of  record  increased, 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  was  enlarged,  and  a  single  magistrate 
might  try  a  cause  when  the  demand  was  of  the  value  of  forty  shil- 
lings; while  two  {quorum  U7ius)  might  try  to  the  value  of  five 
pounds.  Tlie  courts  held  in  such  cases,  however,  were  not  courts 
of  recoini.  The  magistrates  might,  on  a  complaint,  issue  process 
to  bring  the  defendant  before  them :  this  was  executed  by  a  con- 
stable, and  the  parties  appeared  before  the  justice  at  the  time 
named  in  the  warrant.    This  court  had  power  to  issue  subpoenas 

I  Vide  ante,  p.  189. 
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for  witnesfies,  and  might  put  the  parties  also  to  their  oath.  "When 
judgment  was  rendered,  an  execution  issued  to  the  constable,  under 
the  signatures  of  the  magistrates.  Tlie  warrant  was  required  to 
set  forth  plainly  the  names  of  the  parties,  and  the  nature  of  the 
demand.  There  was  one  feature  belonging  to  tliis  court,  which, 
tliough  at  this  day  it  would  be  deemed  singular,  yet  doubtless  was 
well  adapted  to  earlier  times.  K  a  defendant,  against  whom  judg- 
ment had  been  rendered  and  execution  awarded,  was  not  possessed 
of  property  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  judgment,  the  magistrates  might, 
icith  the  difendanfs  consent^  hire  him  out,  ^iper  dkm  wages,  to  the 
plaintiif,  or  any  other  person,  until  his  earnings  amounted  to  enough 
to  pay  the  debt  and  costs.  We  have  found  no  provision  for  an  ap- 
l^eal  from  the  justices  to  the  precinct  court.  As  to  the  executive 
officers  of  these  courts,  the  constables,  they  were  appointed  annu- 
ally for  each  precinct  by  the  justices  of  the  court  of  the  precinct 
to  which  they  belonged,  and  were  expressly  invested  by  the  stat- 
ute with  all  such  powers  and  authorities  as  belonged  by  law  to 
constables  in  England.  To  the  performance  of  their  duties  they 
were  boimd  by  oath. 

Prectnct  Courts. 

These  were  held,  quarterly,  by  the  justices  of  the  precincts,  some 
of  whom  were  always  named  as  being  of  the  "quorum.''  We 
cannot  ascertain  what  number  was,  in  the  earliest  period,  requisite 
to  make  a  court ;  but,  long  before  the  proprietary  rule  was  over, 
the  number  was  fixed  at  three,  one  of  whom  was  to  be  of  the  quo- 
rum ;  and  the  whole  number  of  justices  in  each  precinct  was  eight : 
but  it  was  expressly  provided  that,  at  any  one  time,  not  more  than 
one  of  those  entitled  to  sit  as  deputies  of  the  lords  proprietors  could 
sit  as  a  justice  in  any  precinct  court. 

The  officer  to  execute  the  mandates  of  this  court  is  in  all  the 
earlier  enactments  called  the  provost  "marshal  y  in  some  of  the 
later  statutes  the  title  appears  to  have  been  changed  to  sheriff. 
Suits  were  commenced  in  the  precinct  court  by  a  writ,  directed  to 
the  provost  marshal,  stating  the  nature  of  the  action  and  the 
amount  of  damages  claimed.  In  copies  of  such  of  tlicse  writs  as 
have  fallen  under  our  observation  (for  an  original,  probably,  does 
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not  now  exist),  they  appear  to  have  been  issued  under  the  authority 
and  in  the  name  of  the  reigning  king^  and  not  of  the  lords  propri- 
etors, and  are  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  court.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  provost  marshal,  on  receiving  process,  immediately  to  serve 
it ;  and  such  service  was  required  to  be  at  least  ten  days  before 
the  sitting  of  the  precinct  court.  On  serving  it,  he  was  required 
to  take  of  the  defendant  a  bond  for  his  appearance,  in  a  penalty 
double  the  amount  of  damages  claimed  in  the  writ,  with  two  suffi- 
cient securities,  and  return  it  to  court  with  the  writ.  If  the  de- 
fendant failed  to  appear,  a  judgment  was,  on  motion,  rendered  by 
tlie  court  against  the  sureties  in  the  appearance  bond,  "  for  the 
thing  in  suit,  with  stay  of  execution  till  next  court."  If  the  pro- 
vost marshal  failed  to  take  any  security,  or  took  such  as  was  insuf- 
ficient, or  neglected  to  return  the  bond,  then  the  proceeding  was 
as  follows :  Tlie  plaintiff,  in  open  court,  made  his  choice  between 
these  two  alternatives :  either  he  might  have  an  immediate  order, 
directing  the  provost  marshal  to  pay  him  his  debt  out  of  his  own 
property,  with  a  stay  of  execution  until  the  next  court ;  or  he 
might  have  an  attachment  against  the  property  of  his  debtor,  to 
issue  immediately ;  and  if  on  this  the  return  was  nulla  hona,  then 
he  might  have  a  judgment  against  the  provost  mai'shal  personally. 

The  records  show  that  when  thus  put  to  a  choice,  plaintiffs 
almost  uniformly  adopted  the  first,  and  took  an  order  against  the 
provost  marshal.  In  that  contingency,  the  provost  marshal  had 
then  the  right  to  pray  for  and  have  an  immediate  attachment 
against  the  estate  of  tlie  debtor.  But  on  the  return  of  the  attach- 
ment, no  matter  by  whom  prayed  for,  no  final  judgment  could  be 
rendered,  either  against  the  original  defendant,  or  his  sureties,  oi 
the  marshal,  according  to  circumstances,  until  the  debt  or  dam- 
ages were  duly  proved  in  open  court,  and  declared,  as  to  the 
amount,  by  a  jury  of  inquir\\ 

If  a  defendant  absconded,  so  that  the  marshal  could  not  arrest 
him  personally,  he  might,  in  lieu  thereof,  leave  an  attested  copy 
of  the  process  at  his  usual  residence,  and  this  was  held  to  be  legal 
service,  and  equivalent  to  "  a  lawful  arrest."  If  the  defendant  did 
not  thereon  appear,  an  attachment  might  issue  against  his  estate ; 
but  in  this  case,  the  defendant  was  allowed  to  appear  at  the  next 
term  of  the  court  and  replevy. 
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There  were  certain  dies  non^  on  which  the  marshal  was  not  per- 
mitted to  serve  process  at  all.  These  were — Sundays,  except  in 
cases  of  treason,  felony,  and  breaches  of  the  peace ;  the  30th  of 
January  (the  martyrdom  of  the  king) ;  the  22d  of  September  (the 
Indian  massacre);  all  days  of  general  military  training  ;*  election 
day ;  any  day  during  the  sitting  of  a  court  on  which  the  party  to 
be  arrested  might  bo  in  attendance,  and  the  days  immediately 
preceding  or  following  such  sitting.  To  this  last,  however,  there 
was  an  exception — if  the  persons  had  "  no  business  at  all  which 
required  their  attendance  at  that  court." 

As  to  the  law  of  attachments  in  general,  a  suit  might  be  com- 
menced by  original  attachment  where  there  was  a  suspicion  of  an 
intended  removal  by  a  debtor.  This  attachment  might  be  issued 
by  a  single  justice,  on  the  plaintiffs  giving  bond  and  security  for 
the  costs  and  damages  if  he  failed  in  his  action.  The  defendant 
in  these  cases  was  permitted  to  replevy.  The  justice  was  required 
to  return  the  attachment,  with  all  the  proceedings  tJiereon,  to  the 
next  precinct  court,  and  the  attachment  was  there  deemed  the 
"  loading  process"  in  the  action. 

Tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  precinct  court  underwent  some  slight 
changes,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  proprietary  government ; 
but  iinally  was  resolved  into  the  following  particulars  :  It  might 
try  criminal  offences  which  were  not  punishable  by  loss  of  life, 
member,  or  estate ;  and  might  punish  offeudere  by  "  fines,  ran- 
soms, amercements,  forfeitures,  or  otherwise."  It  might  try  civil 
causes  at  the  common  law  for  demands  not  exceeding  £100, 
except  actions  of  ejectment ;  and  in  cases  of  demands  for  less  than 
forty  shillings,  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  was  in  the  court  of  tlie 
justice  of  the  peace. 

It  might  try  actions  of  qui  tarn  for  a  penalty,  when  such  penalty 
was  not  less  than  £10  and  more  than  £20,  provided  the  parties 
lived  in  the  same  precinct. 

It  had  power  to  take  the  probate  of  wills,  and  to  receive  proofs 
of  rights  to  land  by  the  introduction  of  colonists  into  the  province, 
and  also  power  to  receive  entries  of  land.  It  had  jurisdiction  also 
in  the  matter  of  orphans,  as  to  appointing  guardians,  or  binding 
them  as  aj)pivntice8.  It  might  grant  administration  on  estates ; 
but  all  lettei*s  testamentary  or  lettei^s  of  administration  were  signed 
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by  the  governor  and  secretary  of  the  province,  with  the  colony  seal 
annexed. 

It  might,  by  its  clerk,  issue  subpoenas  for  witnesses  living  within 
the  precinct :  if  they  lived  without,  the  signature  of  one  of  the 
quorum^  as  well  as  of  the  clerk,  was  necessary.  Witnesses  were 
paid  at  fixed  rates  for  their  attendance.  The  justices  of  the  court, 
including  one  of  the  quorum,  might  issue  commissions  to  take  tes- 
timony, where  witnesses  could  not  conveniently  attend. 

As  to  juries,  originally,  by  the  law  of  1679,  the  justices  were  to 
make  known  to  the  "  sheriff  or  marshal  of  the  precinct"  that  he 
should  cause  to  come  before  the  court,  to  act  as  jurors,  "  as  many 
good  and  lawful  men  of  the  precinct,  by  whom  the  tnith  may 
there  be  better  known  and  inquired  of,"  &c.  But  in  1723,  the  mode 
of  obtaining  juries  was  prescribed  as  follows:  Lists  were  to  be 
njade  of  jurymen  in  each  precinct,  and  none  could  serve  whose 
names  were  not  on  the  lists.  Of  these  persons,  the  sheriff  was  or- 
dered to  summon  twenty-four,  whose  names  were  furnished  to 
him :  this  he  was  to  do  twenty  days  before  the  meeting  of  the 
court ;  and  the  persons  summoned  were  bound,  under  a  penalty, 
to  attend.  On  the  opening  of  the  court,  the  names  of  those  thus 
summoned  were  called :  if  more  than  twelve  appeai'ed,  the  names 
of  all  who  were  present  were  put  into  a  box,  and  a  child,  under 
ten  years  of  age,  drew  from  the  box,  in  open  court,  the  names  of 
twelve,  who  constituted  the  jury  for  that  term.  If,  in  any  case  to 
be  tried,  any  of  these  were  challenged,  then  a  child  drew,  as  be- 
fore, from  the  remaining  names  of  the  original  twenty-four,  to 
supply  their  places.  K,  at  the  opening  of  the  term,  there  did  not 
appear  enough  of  those  summoned  to  make  a  jury  of  twelve,  then 
the  court  ordered  the  sheriff  or  marshal  to  summon  talesmen^  who 
could  be  taken  from  freeholders  only,  whose  names  were  on  the 
jury  list  of  the  precinct,  and  who  might  chance  to  be  at  the  court. 
When  a  person  had  been  once  drawn  and  served  as  a  juror  for  a 
term,  he  could  not  be  required  to  serve  again  until  all  the  others 
on  the  list,  who  had  not  served,  had  been  drawn. 

Attorneys  and  advocates  were  allowed  in  the  trial  of  causes. 
At  first  some  of  these  appear  to  have  been  volunteers,  not  bred  to 
the  law  ;  but  the  general  court  presently  checked  this  usage,  by 
an  order  that  no  one  should  act  as  an  attomey-at-law  in  the  prov- 
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ince,  who  was  not  licensed  by  tke  chief-justice  and  judges  of  that 
court.  But  no  sheriff,  under-sheriff,  or  clerk  of  any  court  in  the 
province,  could  act  or  plead  as  an  attorney-at-law  in  the  court  of 
which  he  was  a  public  oflScer,  unless  it  were  in  his  own  cause,  or 
where  he  held  a  power  as  attorney  in  fact,  for  some  one  out  of  the 
*^overnuient.  The  court  might  also  specially  permit  the  appear- 
ance, as  an  attorney,  of  cither  of  the  officers  named,  where  he  ap- 
peared for  any  one  who  sued  infortnapanperis. 

When,  at\er  judgment,  goods  were  taken  in  execution,  the  sheriff 
was  bound  to  keep  them  ten  days,  during  which  time  the  owner 
might  come  and  redeem  them.  K  he  did  not  redeem,  then  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  cause  them  to  be  appraised  by  four  dis- 
interested freeholders  upon  oath ;  and  the  creditor  was  bound  to 
take  them  at  such  appraisement :  if  it  exceeded  the  amount  of  his 
judgment,  he  was  bound  to  pay  the  overplus  to  the  person  fron^ 
whom  the  goods  were  taken.  Of  his  proceedings,  the  sheriff  was 
required  to  make  a  special  return,  which  was  entered  on  the 
records. 

Sometimes  the  execution  was  a  ca,  sa,  against  the  person  of  the 
defendant ;  and,  as  in  some  such  cases  the  sheriff  or  marshal  had 
pennitted  the  defendant  to  go  at  large  about  his  business,  with  an 
attendant  or  keeper,  and  without  the  assent  of  the  plaintiff  in  the 
execution,  the  law  rigorously  prescribed  that  all  prisonei's  undei 
execution  should  be  confined  to  the  house  of  the  sheriff  or  mar- 
shal, which  was  declared  to  be  the  county  prison  when  there  was 
no  other;  and  no  such  prisoner  was  to  be'  allowed  by  the  sheriff 
to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  fenced  lands  around  the  house,  but 
with  the  plaintiff's  permission.  If  a  prisoner  escaped  from  the 
marshal's  house,  the  marshal  was  exempt  from  any  action  for  such 
escape,  if  he  pursued  with  hue  and  cry  to  the  utmost  boundaries 
of  the  province,  and  on  recovering  the  prisoner,  secured  him  in 
irons.  So,  too,  if  on  an  escape  the  marshal  immediately  sued  out 
^  fi,fa,  on  the  judgment  against  the  prisoner,  and  levied  on  his 
estate  in  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  in  such  judgment,  he  was  held  to 
be  excused,  if  any  estate  could  be  found  to  satisfy  the  judgment. 

From  the  judgments  of  the  precinct  court  an  appeal  lay  to  the 
general  court.  In  such  case,  the  record  was  immediately  to  be 
made  up  and  transmitted  to  tlie  appellate  court.     If  the  appellant 
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did  not  appear,  or  if  judgment  were  rendered  against  him  on  the 
appeal,  he  was  condemned  to  pay  five  per  cent,  additional  on  the 
former  judgment.  Cases  might  also  be  carried  up  to  the  general 
court  by  writ  of  error.  The  party  suing  out  the  writ  was  boimd 
to  "  give  security  for  prosecuting  the  suit  with  effect,"  and  to  as- 
sign and  tile  errors,  thirty  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  general 
court.  If  the  plaintiff  in  error  did  not  appear,  the  suit,  on  motion, 
was  dismissed,  and  the  former  judgment  was  in  force.  In  any 
suit,  in  any  court,  a  defendant  was  allowed  to  put  in  various  pleas. 
In  the  pleadings,  there  would  appear  from  the  records  to  have 
been  a  close  observance  of  technical  formality  in  language,  and  a 
formal  declaration  was  regularly  filed,  or  the  suit  was  dismissed. 
The  English  precedents  were  followed,  as  nearly  as  the  differing 
circumstances  of  the  mother  country  and  the  province  permitted ; 
and  when  the  statute  law  of  Albemarle  was  silent,  and  no  English 
statute  was  applicable,  cases  seem  to  have  been  decided  on  the 
principles  of  the  English  common  law,  as  far  as  it  was  or  could  be 
made  applicable. 

There  was  another  feature  in  the  proceedings  of  the  courts, 
whether  general  or  precinct,  peculiar  to  that  day.  On  the  last 
day  of  the  court,  and  just  before  its  final  adjournment,  the  clerk 
was  required  to  read  audibly,  before  the  court  and  people,  aU  the 
minutes  of  the  court  made  during  that  term.  These,  if  erroneous, 
were  corrected  by  the  court :  they  were  then  fairly  transcribed  in 
a  book ;  and,  as  soon  as  this  was  done,  they  were  signed  by  the 
judges  or  justices  of  the  court ;  and  the  law  declared  that  such 
book  only,  thus  signed,  should  be  the  record  of  the  court.  With- 
out such  transcription  and  signatures,  no  judgment,  rendered  at 
the  term,  was  of  any  force.  The  records  of  the  court  of  Albe- 
marle, now  before  us,  are  all  thus  transcribed  and  signed,  and 
show  a  most  strict  adherence,  on  the  part  of  our  ancestors,  to  tliis 
law. 

The  General  Court. 

The  judges  of  this  court  were,  at  first,  a  chief  justice  and  seven 
assistants.  The  cl\ief-justice  was  appointed  by  the  whole  body  of 
the  lords  proprietors,  and  represented  the  palatine ;  each  one  of 
the  seven  assistants  was  the  deputy  of  some  one  of  the  proprietors, 
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was  appointed  by  him  whom  he  represented,  and  held  his  judicial 
situation,  ex  officio^  by  virtue  of  his  station  as  a  deputy.  The  whole 
court  therefore  was,  in  effect,  appointed  by  the  lords  proprietors. 
This,  however,  was  not  the  course  pursued  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  proprietary  government ;  for  the  records  of  1724  show  that 
the  proprietors  appointed,  at  that  time,  a  chief-justice,  and  directed 
the  governor  and  council  of  the  province  to  appoint  two  assistant 
justices,  "of  able  skill  in  the  law:"  and  these  tliree  constituted 
the  general  court  of  the  province.  Up  to  this  time,  the  general 
court  was  never  composed  entirely  of  lawyers. 

The  attorney-general  was  appointed,  as  we  think,  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  council,  and  the  clerk  by  the  court. 

All  attorneys,  as  we  have  already  stated,  were  licensed  by  this 
court,  and  were  also,  as  the  records  show,  deprived  of  their  priv- 
ilege when  they  acted  unprofessionally  and  dishonorably.  Tlie 
same  provost  marshal  or  sheriff  acted  for  both  the  precinct  and 
general  court;  and  the  law  concerning  juries  and  witnesses,  al- 
ready stated  in  reference  to  the  precmct  courts,  applied  to  this 
higher  tribunal.  The  process  from  the  general  court  reached  to 
all  parts  of  the  province.  Its  jurisdiction  covered  all  cases,  as 
well  criminal  as  civil,  save  where,  in  the  latter,  the  sum  claimed 
fell  below  a  certain  amount,  and  the  parties  lived  in  the  same  pre- 
cinct. When  they  lived  in  different  precincts,  suit  was  commonly 
brought  in  the  general  court,  and  was  commenced  by  writ,  as  in 
the  precinct  court.  This  court  had  also  an  appellate  jurisdiction 
of  causes  tried  in  tlie  precinct  courts,  and  sat  as  a  tribunal  for  the 
correction  of  errors  in  law  committed  by  the  comets  below.  These 
commonly  came  up  on  a  writ  of  error,  and  the  points  of  law  were 
argued  by  counsel.  Its  decisions  would  appear  to  have  been  final, 
as  the  records  show  its  refusal  to  allow  appeals  therefrom  to  the  king 
in  council ;  but  of  this  we  shall  speak  more  particularly  hereafter. 
Tlie  regular  sessions  of  tliis  court  appear  to  have  been  in  the 
spring  and  autumn  of  each  year,  though  there  were  also,  at  times, 
special  sessions  held  by  order  of  the  court. 

When  a  case  was  brought  up  on  a  writ  of  en'or,  seeking  to  re- 
verse the  judgment  of  an  inferior  court,  the  plaintiff  was  bound 
to  file  the  errors  complained  of  thirty  days  before  the  sitting  of 
the  court. 
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After  judgment  on  the  writ  of  error,  either  party  had  by  law 
a  right,  on  motion,  to  have  some  day  of  the  next  term  assigned  by 
the  court,  when  it  would  hear  argued  or  re-argued,  as  the  case 
might  be,  such  errors  as  might  be  assigned  by  the  party  desirous 
of  such  re-hearing.  Any  point  of  law,  therefore,  might  be  ttmce 
argued  before  the  general  court.  Sometimes,  as  the  records  show, 
the  court  held  a  point  under  an  advisari^  and  themselves  directed 
a  second  argument.  The  business  in  this  court  appeal's  to  have 
been  conducted  with  unusual  precision,  and  with  much  attention 
to  formalities. 

Thk  Court  of  Chancery. 

This  was  composed  of  the  governor  and  the  deputies  of  the 
lords  proprietoi's,  ex  officio.  As  the  chief-justice  was  the  represen- 
tative or  deputy  of  some  proprietor,  throughout  the  whole  time  of 
their  lordships'  rule,  this  court  had  always  (though  accidentally) 
the  benefit  of  a  lawyer's  presence  as  one  of  their  body.  We  have 
the  records  of  some  few  cases  that  came  before  this  court  that 
were  strictly  equity  causes,  and  decided  on  principles  recognized 
in  the  English  courts  of  chancery  ;  but  we  also  find  them  often 
making  orders  in  matters,  both  civil  and  criminal,  in  cases  where 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  ])<)int  belonging  to  equity  juris- 
diction proper.  We  apprehend  the  fact  to  be,  that  as  the  gov- 
ernor and  council  and  the  court  of  chanceiy  consisted  of  precisely 
the  same  individuals,  they  sometimes  forgot  in  what  capacity  they 
were  sitting ;  and  after  acting  as  chancelloi's,  proceeded  to  pass 
orders  in  their  offices  of  governor  and  councillors,  which  found 
their  way  into  the  minutes  of  the  court  of  chancery,  where  they 
evidently  are  out  of  place.  Of  this  court,  however,  we  know  but 
little  more  than  that  it  was  a  tribunal  with  equity  jurisdiction,  and 
had  but  little  business  to  do ;  so  that  its  suitors  probably  escaped 
the  proverbially  interminable  delays  complained  of  in  the  chan- 
cery of  the  mother  country,  on  which  it  was  modelled.  Its  forms 
and  practice,  as  far  as  we  can  discover,  were  (allowing  for  diflbr- 
ence  of  circumstances)  similar  to  those  in  England.  Tlie  case 
was  presented  by  bill  and  answer,  and  the  testimony  was  for  the 
most  part  in  depositions  and  documents.     We  presume  the  court 
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might,  if  it  saw  fit,  direct  any  issue  of  fact  to  be  tried  by  a  jury. 
We  find  one  enactment  of  1715  concerning  this  court.  Every 
member  of  the  council  was,  among  other  oaths,  required  to  swear 
that,  as  a  judge  in  the  court  of  chancery,  he  would  do  what  was 
just  and  right  between  those  who  might  come  before  him  as  suit- 
ors in  that  court.  The  same  law  also  provided,  that  if  the  gov- 
ernor should  be  a  party  to  any  suit  before  that  court,  any  four 
members  of  the  court  might  hear  and  decide  the  cause,  without 
the  presence  of  the  governor. 


The  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 

"We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  all  our  researches  have 
not  been  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  the  origin  of  this  court. 
We  have  met  with  no  proprietary  command,  order  of  council,  or 
legislative  act  establishing  it  (though  the  charter  allows  of  its 
establishment) ;  and  yet  we  have  before  us  an  original  volume, 
containing  its  records  and  proceedings  in  Albemarle,  very  fully 
kept,  for  a  period  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years ;  and  we  may  add 
that  none  of  our  old  judicial  records  are  of  equal  interest,  or  more 
suggestive  of  reflections  on  the  social  condition  of  that  day. 
These  records  do  not  countenance  the  supposition  that  the  terms 
of  the  court  were  ordinarily  held,  from  time  to  time,  by  special 
appointment  of  the  authorities,  though  there  are  two  instances  of 
special  courts  held  by  order  of  the  council.  The  sessions  are  as 
regular  in  their  recurrence  as  the  sessions  of  the  general  court ; 
the  chief-justice  and  his  associates  appear  to  preside  in  them :  and 
the  best  conjecture  we  can  form,  in  the  absence  of  all  direct  proof, 
is,  that  they  present  the  records  on  the  criminal  side  oftJie  general 
courts  which  certainly  had  jurisdiction  of  all  such  cases  as  appear 
on  these  records. 

Sometimes,  and  most  commonly,  the  proceedings  commence  by 
indictment  in  the  name  of  the  king,  addressed  to  the  chief-justice 
and  his  associates,  and  signed  by  the  attorney-general ;  at  otJiei-s, 
they  appear  to  have  been  begun  by  an  "  infonnation "  from  the 
attorney-general.  The  extracts  from  the  records  of  judicial  j)ro- 
ceedings,  to  be  found  in  the  preliminary  documents  to  this  chapter 
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of  OUT  work,  will  afford  the  reader  all  the  information  necessary 
as  to  this  court,  and  to  those  we  refer  him.^ 


COUBT  FOR  THE  TrIAL  OF  SlAVES. 

There  was  one  other  tribunal  of  which  it  is  proper  to  saj  a 
word.  If  a  slave  stood  accused  of  a  crime,  there  was  a  special 
tribunal  for  his  speedy  trial.  The  pui'pose  of  this  law  was,  that 
the  master  might  not,  by  the  confinement  of  the  slave  until  the 
next  court,  lose  the  benefit  of  his  labor.  This  court  was  com- 
posed of  three  justices  of  the  precinct  in  which  the  crime  charged 
was  committed,  together  with  three  freeholders  of  the  same  pre- 
cinct, who  were  owners  of  slaves.  The  court  was  convened  at  a 
time  and  place  to  be  named  by  the  justice  whose  commission 
was  oldest  of  the  three ;  and  the  trial  was  conducted  according  to 
the  same  rules  of  evidence  as  were  used  in  other  courts.  There 
was,  however,  no  juvj :  the  court  determined  the  facts  as  well  as 
the  law.  The  slave  was  allowed  to  introduce  any  lawful  evidence 
in  his  defence,  nor  was  he  prohibited  by  the  law  from  having  the 
assistance  of  his  master  or  others  employed  by  him.  After  a  hear- 
ing, the  court  had  power  to  pass  sentence,  extending  to  life  or 
member ;  or  might,  in  their  discretion,  inflict  any  corporal  pun- 
ishment short  of  these.  They  might  also  command  the  proper 
oflicers  of  the  law  to  execute  their  sentence. 

We  have  now  brought  to  the  reader's  notice  the  various  tribu- 
nals that  existed  during  the  rule  of  the  proprietors,  with  the  single 
exception  of  one,  the  name  of  which  we  find,  but  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  which  few  vestiges  remain.  Tliis  was  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty, which  could  have  had,  in  the  then  state  of  the  colony,  little 
or  nothing  to  do.  So  far  as  the  court  of  admiralty  was  resorted 
to,  in  behalf  of  the  crown,  to  secure  the  revenue,  the  suits  always 
terminated  adversely  to  the  king.  Decrees,  however,  could  be 
had,  almost  for  the  asking,  when  Teach,  the  pirate,  brought  in  a 
ship  and  cargo,  which  ho  swore  he  found  abandoned  at  sea,  though 
perfectly  sound  ;  and  he  could,  also,  successfully  prosecute  to  a 
close  a  libel  for  condemnation  and  sale  of  some  vessel  as  lawful 

>  See  ante,  p.  116. 
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prize,  though  he  never  held  a  lawful  commission  from  any  mari- 
time power  on  earth.  Knight  was  the  judge.  Strange  ideas  were 
entertained  in  those  days  of  admiralty  jurisdiction.  Northey 
was  captain  of  a  small  vessel,  and  owed  a  tavern  bill  in  Edeuton 
of  about  three  shillings  sterling.  Edmond  Porter  was  tlie  judge 
in  admiralty,  and  entertained  a  suit  for  the  debt,  because  Northey 
was  a  seafaring  man^  and  decreed  payment  of  the  debt,  with 
twelve  pounds  costs.  North ey  was  put  in  prison,  from  inability 
to  pay. 

This  man,  Porter,  was  no  lawyer,  but  an  abominable  extor- 
tioner. He  rarely  failed  to  make  a  good  thing  for  himself  out  of 
every  cause  he  heard,  and  was  not  at  all  backward  in  instigating 
suits  in  his  court.  Three  vessels  entered  Beaufort  harbor.  A  new 
naval  officer  had  been  appointed,  but  the  old  one  refused  to  sur- 
render the  office.  The  captains  of  these  vessels,  ignorant  of  this 
state  of  things,  entered  their  vessels  with  the  old  officer,  whom 
they  found  in  possession  of  the  office.  Porter  had  the  vessels 
libelled  for  not  making  entry.  He  did  not  condemn  the  vessels, 
but  imposed  such  costs  and  charges  on  the  masters  that  they  were 
obliged  to  sell  their  sails,  rigging,  and  cargoes  to  pay  them.  Tlie 
Assembly  complained  of  this  to  Governor  Everard,  who  took  no 
notice  of  it. 

Some  of  his  cases  were  curious  enough.  Harvey  preceded  him 
as  judge  ;  and  in  one  instance,  where  the  captain  of  a  vessel  pro- 
duced no  cocket  for  the  cargo,  and  alleged  that  it  was  accidental, 
and  asked  for  time  to  produce  it,  Harvey  gave  him  time  on  condi- 
tion that  the  goods  should  be  appraised  and  their  value  deposited 
with  Little,  the  treasurer,  to  be  paid  over  by  him  to  the  crown  if 
the  cocket  were  not  produced  within  a  certain  time.  It  was  not 
produced,  and  Little  paid  over  the  money.  Harvey  died,  and 
Porter  then  persuaded  the  coU-ecior  of  Bath  (who  had  seized  the 
vessel)  to  institute  an  inquiry  in  his,  Porter's,  court.  Tlie  end  of 
it  was,  that  he  made  Harvey's  estate  pay  several  hundred  pounds, 
and  condemned  Little  also  to  pay  an  exorbitant  sum ;  and  when 
Little  put  in  his  plea,  in  due  form,  he  was  fined  one  hundred 
pounds  for  doing  it.  In  short,  the  court  of  admiralty  was  a  regular 
sharper's  shop  while  it  was  presided  over  by  "Edmond  Porter, 
esquire,  judge." 
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In  the  completion  of  this  part  of  our  work,  it  only  remains  that 
we  invite  attention  to  some  of  the  points  and  principles  of  law  set- 
tled by  the  adjudications  of  the  period  under  review,  and  we  shall 
then  have  completed  as  full  a  picture  as  our  materials  afford  of 
all  that  belongs  to  the  subject  of  jurisprudence,  while  North  Caro- 
lina belonged  to  the  lords  proprietors. 

One  of  the  points  adjudged  was,  tha;t  from  the  decision  of  the 
geftieraL  court  of  Carolina^  no  appeal  could  he  taken  to  the  king  in 
council.  According  to  the  view  we  entertain  of  the  original  po- 
litical status  of  the  American  colonies,  we  think  this  decision  was, 
in  principle,  correct ;  though  we  are  not  prepared  to  rest  it  solely 
on  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  court.  The  subject  deserves  a  brief 
consideration. 

The  colonies  that  afterward  formed  the  old  thirteen  States  of 
the  American  Union,  were  founded  on  three  distinct  forms  of 
original  organization.  Their  charters,  or  fundamental  constitu- 
tions, were  different.  Some  of  the  colonies  had  their  origin  in  cor- 
porations established  within  the  realm  of  Englmtd^  for  purposes  of 
trade  merely;  some  were  founded  on  grants  of  palatine  sover- 
eignty, made  to  proprietors  of  territory  in  America ;  and  some 
were  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  king,  as  royal  colonies.  When 
the  discovery  was  made  of  the  danger  to  England,  arising  from 
the  almost  boundless  grants  that  had  been  made  of  royal  preroga- 
tive and  power,  and  it  was  found  that  the  control  of  the  crown 
was,  in  many  instances,  a  dead  letter,  naturally  enough  the  effort 
was  made  to  annul  charters  by  a  quo  warranto^  and  thus  regain  a 
dominion  which  kings  had  parted  with  too  incautiously  :  the  effort 
was  to  make,  if  possible,  all  the  colonies  immediately  subject  to 
the  crown,  as  pai'ts  of  the  "estates  of  the  realm."  After  the 
Restoration,  the  pleasure-loving  king,  untaught  by  experience,  and 
regardless  of  the  wise  warnings  of  those  who  knew  most  of  the 
colonies,  as  well  as  of  the  previous  policy  of  getting  power  out  of 
the  colonies  back  into  the  crown,  with  heedless  recklessness  made 
grant  after  grant  of  proprietaiy  governments  in  America,  and  in 
them  all  established  provinces  and  granted ^i^ra  regalia  as  ample 
as  belonged  to  the  county  palatine  of  Durham.  Thus,  in  1651, 
the  Caribbee  Islands  were  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  to  hold 
as  the  Bishop  of  Durham  held.    The  chartei-s  to  Lord  Baltimore 
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for  Maryland,  and  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  for  Maine,  were  by 
the  same  tenure ;  and  we  have  seen  that  a  similar  grant  was,  in 
tliis  respect,  twice  made  to  the  proprietors  of  Carolina. 

Now  there  was  no  right  of  appeal  from  the  courts  of  the  county 
palatine  to  the  king  in  council :  the  courts  were  independent. 
The  king's  writ  originally  did  not  nm  in  Durham ;  and  in  Caro- 
lina the  writs  were  in  the  king's  name  only  by  virtue  of  a  special 
act  of  parliament.  Yet  it  is  very  ceilain  that  in  some  of  the  col- 
onies, not  royal,  such  appeals  were  asked  and  granted.  Tlie  ques- 
tion thence  arises,  How  did  the  custom  originate  ?  Tlie  answer 
seems  to  be  this :  When  the  efforts  were  in  progress  to  regain  for 
the  crown  what  it  had  so  incautiously  given  away,  the  idea  was 
originated  of  assimilating  the  American  plantations,  in  their  rela- 
tion to  tlio  throne,  to  the  duchies  of  Gascoigne  or  Normandy,  and 
was  strenuously  enforced  in  parliament.  If  this  resemblance  were 
real  (and  it  seems  to  have  been  assumed  so  to  be),  then  the  consti- 
tution of  the  colonics  was  at  once  changed,  and  became  like  that 
of  the  island  of  Jersey,  which  was  originally  part  of  the  duchy  of 
Normandy.  At  any  itite,  it  is  from  the  period  of  this  public,  par- 
HamentJlry  assertion  of  resemblance,  that  this  matter  of  appeal  to 
the  king  in  council  appears  to  have  grown  up.  In  Nonnandy,  an 
appeal  might  be  taken  from  the  courts  to  the  duke  in  council.  In 
Jersey,  a  dependency  of  the  crown,  appeals  are  made  to  the  king 
instead  of  the  duke,  or  rather  as  duke,  according  to  the  ancient 
custom  of  Normandy.  Tlie  laws  of  Jersey  may  be  classed  under 
three  heads :  1.  The  ancient  customs  of  Normandy, — ^these  are 
written,  and  make  the  body  of  the  statute  law ;  2.  Municipal  or 
local  usage, — this  is  analogous  to  the  common  law  in  England, 
and  is  unwritten  ;  and,  3.  Constitutions  and  ordinances  made  from 
time  to  time  by  the  king  or  his  royal  commissioners,  togetlier  with 
such  regulations  or  orders  as  were  transmitted  to  Jersey  from  time 
to  time  by  the  coimcil.  It  was  the  power  possessed  by  the  king 
and  council,  in  this  last  particular,  which  suggested  the  thought 
that  the  American  colonies  might  be  directed,  in  some  degree,  by 
king  and  council,  and  that  therefore  they  constituted,  properly, 
the  court  of  last  resort  for  the  colonies.  This  is  the  most  satisfac- 
tory explanation  we  can  find  of  this  appeal  to  the  king  and  coun- 
cil, from  the  tribunals  of  the  counties  palatine  established  in 
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America.^  Practically,  the  point  is  now  of  no  importance,  but  it 
is  worth  our  notice,  in  passing,  as  one  of  the  items  in  our  early 
judicial  history. 

Tlie  case  in  which  the  question  arose  in  Carolina  was  on  a  special 
verdict  in  an  action  of  ejectment  A  feme  covert  made  a  will 
disposing  of  certain  lands,  of  which  she  had  been  made  trustee  by 
the  will  of  a  former  husband,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  directions  in 
the  will.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  court,  on  the  construction  of 
the  two  wills,  "1st,  that  she  had  a  fee  simple  qualified  in  the 
lands,  under  the  will  of  her  first  husband  ;  and  2d,  that  her  will, 
although  made  during  coverture,  yet  being  to  pass  lands  pursuant 
only  to  the  will  of  another,  and  to  execute  an  authority,  was  good 
and  suflScient  in  law." 

The  defendant  prayed  an  appeal  to  the  king  in  council,  and  that 
the  writ  of  possession  might  be  stayed  imtil  judgment  was  rendered 
on  the  appeal.  The  chief  grounds  taken  in  opposition  to  granting 
the  appeal  (for  they  are  all  spread  upon  the  record),  were — Ist, 
that  there  was  "  no  law,  rule,  or  custom  for  this  court  (whose  au- 
thority, as  appears  by  commission,  is  as  full  within  this  government 
as  that  of  the  King's  Bench  in  Great  Britain),  to  stop  execution  of 
their  judgment,  by  the  appeal  here  made ;"  2d,  "  this  court  cannot, 
by  law,  compel  the  parties  to  appear  before  the  king  and  his  coun- 
cil, nor  ascertain  any  time  for  their  so  doing ;"  3d,  "  nor  is  it  cer- 
tain that  die  king  in  council  will  take  cognizance  thereof." 

"  The  matter  being  duly  weighed,  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  court 
that  they  have  no  power  to  compel  the  parties  to  appear  before  the 
king  and  council ;  nor  can  they,  by  law,  upon  this,  the  defendant's 
motion,  stay  execution ;  which,  therefore,  they  order  to  be  done."  * 

Another  case  settled  the  principle  that  one  tenant  in  common 
could  not  h/juve  his  action  at  law  a/gain%t  his  co-tenant     One  of  the 


)  The  cnrious  reader  may  find  this  whole  subject,  of  the  colonial  relations  to  the  crown, 
well  diHcuoMed  in  1  Pownal  on  the  Colonies,  chap.  iii. 

*  Blackstone,  book  i.  ch.  5,  teaches  a  different  doctrine.  Ue  states  that  in  *'  plantation 
causes  which  arise  out  of  Uie  jurisdiction  of  this  kingdom,"  the  privy  oonncil  is  ''the 
court  of  appeal."  And  again,  '*  from  all  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  except  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  an  a/j|p*W<i^  jurisdiction  (in  the  last  resort)  is  vested"  in  the  privy  ooanoil.  He 
adds,  that  it  "exercises  the  judicial  authority  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  council,  who 
hear  the  allegations  and  proof,  and  make  their  report  to  his  majesty  in  oonncil,  by  whom 
the  judgment  is  finally  given." 
Vol  U.— U 
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parties  here  brought  to  our  notice  is  Seth  Sothell,  an  individual  of 
great  historical  notoriety  in  Carolina.  He  was  one  of  the  lords 
proprietors,  and,  at  one  time,  governor  of  the  province.  Al*ter 
8othell  died,  the  attorney-general,  in  his  own  name  as  attomey- 
geneml,  and  therefore,  as  he  claimed,  oflScial  agent  of  the  lords 
proprietors  in  this  behalf,  brought  suit,  for  tlieir  lordships'  benefit, 
against  the  representative  of  Sothell  for  certain  arrears  of  quit-rents 
which  had  been  received  by  Sothell,  and  for  which  he  had  never 
accounted  to  his  co-proprietors. 

The  defence  was  two-fold :  Ist,  that  the  attorney-general,  with- 
out a  special  power  of  attorney  from  the  lords  proprietors  for  the 
purpose,  could  not,  merely  by  virtue  of  his  oflSicial  character,  main- 
tain the  suit  in  his  own  name,  for  their  lordships'  benefit;  and 
2dly,  that  as  it  appeared,  from  the  plaintiff's  own  showing,  that 
tlie  parties  thereto  were  tenants  in  common,  tliis  suit  could  not  be 
maintained  at  all.  The  court  overruled  the  first  plea ;  but  on  the 
second  ground  taken,  dismissed  the  suit. 

Another  case  involved  a  question  ot privilege^  and  thougli  it  was 
hSld  under  an  ddmsarij  and  we  cannot  find  on  the  records  the  ul- 
timate decision,  we  notwithstanding  present  it  as  contributing  to 
throw  light  on  the  professional  attainments  of  the  day,  and  aiding 
us  in  our  attempt  to  picture  the  administration  of  the  law.  The 
suit  was  an  ejectment,  in  which  Governor  Eden  was  the  tenant  in 
j)088es8ion,  under  a  lease  from  Col.  Pollock,  who  claimed  the  prem- 
ises as  proprietor  in  fee  simple.  The  usual  notice  was  given  by 
the  casual  ejector  to  the  tenant  in  possession,  and  Col.  Pollock 
came  in,  and  not  having  been  made  the  real  defendant,  in  the 
trial  of  title,  filed  a  plea  of  privilege,  setting  forth  that  he  was  the 
owner  of  the  property  in  dispute,  that  as  a  member  of  the  council 
he  was  a  judge  in  the  court  of  chancery,  and  that  by  the  laws  of 
England  any  officer  of  the  court  of  chancery,  if  sued  in  any  other 
court,  in  any  common  plea,  should  have  privilege,  by  writ,  or 
pleading  such  privilege,  to  have  the  suit  stopped  and  cease  in  that 
court.  He,  therefore,  prayed  that  he  might  have  his  privilege,  and 
the  suit  might  cease  according  .to  law. 

In  reply  to  this,  the  following  reasons  for  not  granting  the  prayer 
were  filed  by  the  plaintiff's  attorney : 

1.  The  record  did  not  show  that  Col.  Pollock  had  been  made 
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a  defendant ;  and  until  that  were  done,  he  had  no  right  to  enter  any 
plea  at  all,  not  being  a  party  on  record. 

2.  The  plea  of  privilege  does  not  extend  to  the  plantations,  be- 
cause the  law  of  the  province  has  made  provision  to  serve  declara- 
tions, in  suits  at  the  common  law,  on  members  of  the  council  and 
of  the  court  of  chancery,  by  leaving  copies  with  them ;  and  such 
has  always  been  the  practice  in  the  province,  as  appears  from  the 
precedents. 

3.  Granting  that  such  privilege  extends  to  the  colonies,  Col.  Pol- 
lock is  not  entitled  to  it,  because,  though  a  member  of  the  council, 
he  is  not  haumd  to  attend  the  chancery  and  sit  as  a  judge  therein. 

4.  K  such  privilege  exist,  it  can  only  be  obtained  by  suing  out 
a  writ  from  the  court  of  chancery,  and  here  there  is  none. 

6.  Actions  of  ejectment  are  fictitious  in  form ;  and  if  the  privi- 
lege claimed  be  allowed,  it  would  at  any  time  be  in  the  power  of  a 
defendant  to  remove  such  actions  into  chancery,  because  it  is  very 
easy  to  entitle  any  member  of  that  court  to  be  a  party  to  such  suit. 

6.  In  this  action  there  is  no  necessity  of  making  or  considering 
Col.  Pollock  a  party ;  because  any  person  may  be  defendant,  and 
claim  under  title  from  him ;  and,  on  the  trial,  that  title  can  and 
would  be  as  fully  investigated  as  if  he  were  a  party. 

7.  This  plea  of  privilege,  if  granted,  can  only  cause  useless  de- 
lay ;  because  if  begun  in  chancery,  it  must  there  be  tried,  as  to 
title,  secundum  legem  et  consuetudinem,  AngUce^  and  not  secmidum 
(Bqu/wm,  et  honum;  and  upon  any  error  committed  therein,  it  might 
be  reversed  here. 

''And  because  the  court  here,  of  giving  their  judgment  is  not 
fully  advised,  day  is  given  to  the  parties  until  the  next  court,  for 
fuither  arguing  of  and  upon  the  premises." 

There  was  also,  during  the  period  of  which  we  write,  another 
point  of  law  determined  which  materially  affected  the  question  of 
the  relation  of  the  colonists  to  the  mother  country.  This  case, 
however,  was  not  tried  in  the  province,  but  in  England.  The 
statute  of  35  Henry  Vlil.,  ch.  2,  had  made  high  treasons,  com- 
mitted without  the  reahn^  offences  which  might  be  tried  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  England,  and  in  1680  occurred  the  first 
trial  under  that  statute.  The  accused  was  Culpepper,  and  the  case 
is  very  briefly  reported  by  Vaughan.    This  man,  during  the  insur- 
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rectionary  troubles  of  1667  and  the  year  following,  of  which  a  par- 
ticular account  will  be  found  on  a  future  page,  was  very  conspicu- 
ous as  a  leader  of  revolt,  and  in  fact  completely  overturned  the 
proprietary  government ;  and  assuming,  among  otlier  things,  the 
functions  of  a  royal  collector,  received  the  king's  revenues  from 
the  customs  and  appropriated  them  to  his  own  purposes.  After 
two  years  of  successful  revolt,  Culpepper  ventured  to  visit  Eng- 
land, in  the  hope  of  making  peace  with  the  proprietoi's,  whose 
authority  he  had  contenmed  and  overturned.  Just  on  the  eve  of 
his  return,  on  the  representation  of  "tlie  commissioners  of  cus- 
toms" to  the  king,  showing  his  embezzlement  of  some  £3000  of 
the  revenue  in  Carolina,  he  was  arrested  and  indicted  for  high 
treason,  committed  in  Carolina.  No  question  was  made  of  the 
legality  of  trying  him  in  England,  under  the  statute  of  which  we 
have  spoken,  and  he  was  unquestionably  guilty.  He  was  saved, 
however,  by  the  immense  influence  of  Lord  Shaftesbury,  one  of  the 
proprietors,  who,  from  some  cause  or  other,  saw  fit  to  befriend 
him.  Five  witnesses  established  every  circumstance  of  the  revolt, 
and  proved  that  Culpepper  was  a  chief  actor  in  tlie  insurrection. 
But  Shaftesbury  represented  that  it  was  no  revolt,  but  a  mere  feud 
between  diflferent  parties  of  the  settlers,  and  he  was  acquitted,  con- 
trary to  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  who  thought  him  guilty  of  trea- 
son in  forcibly  opposing  \\\q  proprietary  government}  The  statute 
of  Henry  VIH.  recognized  treasons  only  against  the  royal  authority. 
Had  the  proprietors  come  to  be  considered  m  loco  regis  t 

And  here  we  conclude  our  chapter  on  the  law  and  its  administra- 
tion, with  the  expression  of  a  hope  that  the  picture  of  jurisprudence 
in  proprietary  times,  if  not  brilliant  or  exciting,  is  at  least  truthful 
and  intelligible ;  and  that  while  it  gratifies  the  curiosity  of  the  gen- 
eral reader,  it  may  also  serve  to  communicate  to  the  young  profes- 
sional student  information  on  particular,  whereof  it  has  been  our  lot 
by  that  class  to  be  questioned  for  infonnation.  Most  of  all  do  wo 
desire  it  may  be  seen  that  Carolina  has  no  more  cause  than  her  sister 
colonies  to  be  ashamed,  either  of  her  early  courts  or  her  first  legisla- 
tion. For  the  particularity  of  detail  into  which  we  have  been  some- 
times forced,  we  offer  no  apology ;  it  has  been  intentional,  because 
without  it  our  picture  had  been  both  untruthful  and  incomplete. 

1  1  Chalmers^  Uiet.  of  the  Revolt  of  the  American  Colonies,  p.  169. 
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PRELIMINARY  DOCUMENT  TO  CHAPTER  THIRD. 


SUBJECT: 
AGRICULTURE  AND  INDUSTRIAL  ARTS. 

ITll.    Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Urmston  to  the  Society  for  the  Propa- 
gation of  the  Gospel. 


Extract  of  a  LEtxER  from  the  Rev.  John  TJrmstone  to  the  Secretary 
OF  THE  Society  for  Propagatino  the  Gospel. 

North  Cabouna,  July  7,  1711. 
.  Workmen  are  dear  and  scarce.    I  have  about  a  dozen  acres  of 


clear  ground,  and  the  rest  woods,  in  all,  three  hundred  acres.  Had  I  ser- 
vants and  money,  I  might  live  very  comfortably  upon  it,  raise  good  corn  of 
all  sorts,  and  cattle  without  any  great  labor  or  charges,  could  it  once  be 
stocked ;  but  for  want  thereof  shall  not  make  any  advantage  of  my  land. 
1  have  bought  a  horse  some  time  ago ;  since  that,  three  cows  and  calves,  five 
sheep,  and  some  fowls  of  all  sorts,  but  most  of  them  unpaid  for,  together 
with  fourteen  bushels  of  wheat,  for  all  which  I  must  give  English  goods. 
At  this  rate  I  might  have  had  any  thing  that  either  this  government  or  any 
of  the  neighboring  colonies  afford ;  but  had  I  stock,  I  need  not  fear  wanting 
either  butter,  cheese,  beef,  or  mutton,  of  my  own  raising,  or  good  grain  of 
all  sorts.  I  am  forced  to  work  hard  with  axe,  hoe,  and  spade.  I  have  not 
a  stick  to  burn  for  any  use,  but  what  I  cut  down  with  my  own  hands.  I  am 
forced  to  dig  a  garden,  raise  beans,  peas,  etc.,  with  the  assistance  of  a  sorry 
wench  my  wife  brought  with  her  from  England. 

Men  are  generally  of  all  trades,  and  women  the  like  within  their  spheres, 
except  some  who  are  the  posterity  of  old  planters,  and  have  great  num- 
bers of  slaves,  who  understand  most  handicraft.  Men  are  generally  carpen- 
ters, joiners,  wheelwrights,  coopers,  butchers,  tanners,  shoemakers,  tallow- 
chandlers,  watermen,  and  what  not;  women,  soap-makers,  starch-makers, 
dyers,  etc.  He  or  she  that  cannot  do  all  these  things,  or  hath  not  slaves 
that  can,  over  and  above  all  the  common  occupations  of  both  sexes,  will  have 
but  a  bad  time  of  it;  for  help  is  not  to  be-had  at  any  rate,  every  one  having 
business  enough  of  his  own.  This  makes  tradesmen  turn  planters,  and  these 
become  tradesmen.  No  society  [mixing]  one  with  another,  but  all  study  to 
live  by  their  own  hands,  of  their  own  produce ;  and  what  they  can  spare, 
goes  for  foreign  goods.  Nay,  many  live  on  a  slender  diet  to  buy  rum,  sugar, 
and  molasses,  with  other  such  like  necessaries,  which  are  sold  at  such  a  rate 
that  the  planter  here  is  but  a  slave  to  raise  a  provision  for  other  colonies, 
and  dare  not  allow  himself  to  partake  of  his  own  creatures,  except  it  be  the 
corn  of  the  country  in  hominy  bread. 


N^RRA-TIVE. 


CHAPTER  III. 

AGRICULTURE  AND  INDUSTRIAL  ARTS.  ^ 

Seldom  has  it  fallen  to  the  lot  of  colonists  anywhere  to  pitch 
their  tents  in  a  country  more  fertile  than  was  the  old  county  of 
Albemarle ;  in  a  land  more  favored  by  climate  for  agricultural 
purposes,  or  more  abundant  in  spontaneous  products  that  would 
furnish  food  for  man.  A  very  little  labor  yielded  a  very  large 
return.  The  fertility  of  the  country  yet  remains,  and  the  "  Nortli 
Counties,"  as  they  are  called  by  the  dwellers  on  our  more  southern 
seaboard,  still  constitute  the  "  garden  of  North  Carolina."  There 
is  a  variety  of  soil ;  in  some  instances  formed  chiefly  of  the  accu- 
mulations of  vegetable  deposit  through  a  long  course  of  years,  and 
in  its  inexhaustible  fertility  yielding  *^  some  thirty,  some  sixty,  and 
some  an  himdred  fold."  There  are  no  more  productive  lands  any- 
where than  those  which,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State, 
have  been  reclaimed  from  the  swamp  by  drainage.  But  there  are 
otlier  good  lands  beside  these ;  and  in  the  variety  presented,  the 
agriculturist  may  find  some  stiff,  others  light :  here  the  broad  sa- 
vanna, affording  natural  pasturage,  and  there  the  heavily  timbered, 
rich  black  mould  of  the  water-courses ;  while  scarce  a  stream  winds 
its  way  eastward  to  the  coast,  in  the  banks  of  which  may  not  be 
found  the  fertilizing  marl. 

Tlie  traveller  passing  through  the  region  of  the  State  immedi- 
ately adjacent  to  the  sea,  is  struck  by  the  seemingly  interminable 
extent  of  the  pine  forests  standing  on  a  light,  sandy  soil,  and  is  apt 
too  hastily  to  conclude  that  all  is  barren.  But  a  very  large  extent 
of  country,  even  in  this  lowland  region  of  pine,  is  composed  of 
immense  tracts  of  reclaimable  swamp,  than  which  no  better  land 
exists  even  on  the  most  fertile  spots  of  the  banks  of  the  Lower 
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Mississippi,  while  westward  of  the  pine  region  the  undulating  high- 
lands of  Middle  Carolina  will  amply  repay  the  labors  of  the  hus- 
bandman. 

The  first  colonists  happened  to  plant  themselves  in  a  region 
where  their  labor  brought  into  cultivation  rich  lands  only.  All 
around  Albemarle  Sound  were  streams  making  in  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  each  other,  the  banks  of  which  needed  but  to  be  clear- 
ed and  opened  to  the  sun,  to  repay  the  planter's  toil  with  most 
abundant  harvests ;  while  from  the  Virginia  line  down  to  the  sea- 
shore in  Carteret  (the  region  in  which  all  the  first  settlements 
were  made),  were  the  reclaimable  and  wonderfully  productive 
swamp-lands  of  the  present  counties  of  Camden,  Pasquotank,  Per- 
quimons,  Chowan,  Bertie,  "Washington,  Tyrrel,  Hyde,  Beaufort, 
Craven,  and  Carteret.  The  work  of  reclamation  in  these  is  even 
now,  in  our  own  day,  but  partial ;  yet  enough  has  been  done  to 
show  that,  when  once  brought  into  cultivation,  the  State  will  pos- 
sess no  richer  agricultural  district  than  the  lands  lying  on  her 
eastern  border. 

The  territory  between  Perquimons  and  Little  rivers  was,  as  we 
think,  the  first  land  cleared  and  cultivated.  It  was  fertile  when 
Durant  commenced  there  his  laboi-s  in  1660 — ^it  is  fertile  yet.  It 
is  not  difficult,  with  the  assistance  afforded  by  Lawson  and  the 
early  manuscripts  in  our  possession,  to  call  up  before  us  a  picture 
of  the  natural  aspects  of  the  country  in  that  day,  on  the  truthful- 
ness of  which,  as  to  its  leading  features,  we  may  safely  rely.  The 
land  was  cut  up  by  the  rivers  and  their  tributary  creeks  into 
*^  necks,"  as  they  were  termed,  or  peninsulas,  covered  with  tlie 
heavy  timber  of  the  original  forest  growth.  In  the  lowlands 
there  rose  the  naturally  buttressed  cypress,  assuming  the  aspect 
of  a  venerable  old  age,  as  well  from  the  long  pendent  beard  of 
gray  moss  which  drooped  from  its  branches,  as  from  the  immense 
size  of  its  trunk  and  height  of  its  topmost  boughs.  Lawson  tells 
us  of  some  thirty-six  feet  in  circumference.  Hard  by  rose  the 
ever-green  cedar,  both  red  and  white,  with  its  aromatic  odor — the 
gum,  with  its  sweet-scented  drops,  exuding  from  the  wounded 
bark :  invaluable  for  its  toughness,  almost  impossible  to  split,  and 
hallowed,  in  the  superstition  of  the  Indian,  as  the  tree  that  was 
never  struck  by  the  thunderbolt.    The  graceful  and  melancholy- 
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looking  willow  mournfully  hung  down  its  long  weeping  branches, 
gently  to  kiss  the  stream  on  the  side  of  which  it  grew ;  while,  in 
neighborly  contiguity,  rose  the  stately  sycamore,  with  its  smooth, 
mottled  bark,  and  round,  feathery  balls  of  vegetable  down.  The 
bay,  the  laurel,  and  the  myrtle  all  sought  the  low  ground  on  the 
river's  brink ;  while  higher  up,  on  the  drier  land,  there  stood  the 
dogwood,  with  its  delicate,  beautiful  white  blossoms,  the  first  to 
flower  in  our  woods,  and,  heralding  the  spring,  to  tell  us  that  summer 
is  nigh.  The  magnificent  poplar  or  tulip  tree,  with  its  diameter 
of  ten  feet  (as  Lawson  once  saw  it),  and  its  flower  of  pure  white, 
was  there ;  and  so  was  the  large  family  of  oaks, — the  live,  the  red, 
the  white,  the  black,  the  Spanish,  the  chestnut,  the  scaly-bark,  and 
the  ever-green  fresh-water.  Tlie  ash,  the  elm,  tlie  beech,  the 
birch,  the  sassafras,  the  persimmon,  the  locust,  the  pine,  the  hick- 
ory, the  black-walnut,  the  maple,  the  chestnut,  the  chinquepin, — 
all  these,  too,  were  there,  mingled  in  wild  but  beautiful  confusion. 

Of  minor  vegetable  productions,  the  variety  was  great.  Tlie 
honeysuckle  of  three  several  kinds,  the  woodbine,  the  prince's- 
feather,  the  sunflower,  the  lupine,  and  the  yellow  jessamine,  of 
exquisite  perfume,  were  all  spontaneous  productions  of  the  country. 

Clambering  on  the  loftiest  trees,  and  flowering  at  their  very 
tops,  were  to  be  seen  various  creeping  vines,  among  which  none 
was  more  conspicuous  than  the  scarlet  trumpet-creeper,  with  its 
bell-like  flower  of  deepest  red,  contrasting  beautifully  with  the 
green  foliage  of  the  tree  around  which  it  had  fastened  its  tendrils. 
But  we  cannot  enumerate  all  the  plants  and  herbs  which  the 
first  colonists  found  in  rich  profusion  covering  the  land ;  suffice  it 
to  say,  that  the  vegetation  was  alike  rich  and  varied.  Tliere  was, 
however,  one  native  plant,  the  virtues  of  which  the  colonists  learn- 
ed from  the  Indians,  and  of  which  it  is  proper  to  speak  with  some 
particularity.  This  was  what  Lawson  calls  the  Yaupon,  Botan- 
ically,  this  shrub  belongs  to  the  genus  Il^x :  some  have  supposed 
it  to  be  the  Ilex  vomitoria,  known  to  the  Indians  of  Carolina  by 
the  name  of  Cassena;  others  have  thought  that  it  is  the  Ilex  Par 
raguayensis  or  Mate  plant  of  Brazil,  to  which  latter  opinion  we 
confess  we  incline. 

\l  The  yaupon  of  Carolina  is  a  bush  growing  on  the  sea-shore,  or 
ratlier  on  the  sand-banks  and  islands  of  our  coast,  where  it  is  quite 
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abundant.  Some  of  the  bushes  attain  to  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve 
feet ;  generally  it  is  about  tliree  or  four  feet  only.  Of  this  variety, 
some  may  be  found  in  swamps  or  rich  low  grounds,  but  in  such 
case  the  leaf  is  larger  and  of  a  deeper  green.  Another  species 
never  attains  to  a  foot  in  height,  and  is  found  alike  in  rich  low- 
lands and  on  the  sand-hills.  Both  cattle  and  sheep  crop  this 
smaller  species  greedily.  This  dwarfish  yaupon  may  be  trans- 
planted, and  will  thrive  well  the  second  year  after  its  removal. 
The  colonists  found  that  the  natives  of  the  coast  not  only  used  this 
plant  themselves,  but  disposed  of  it  in  considerable  quantities  to 
the  Indians  in  the  interior.  Their  mode  of  using  it  was  as  follows : 
They  bruised  the  plant,  both  the  leaves  and  smaller  twigs,  in  a 
mortar,  until  it  became  black  and  the  leaves  were  reduced  to  frag- 
ments. It  was  then  placed  over  a  fire  in  the  earthen  pot  of  the 
Indian,  and  stirred  continually  until  it  smoked.  It  was  then 
spread  upon  mats  in  the  sun,  and  when  thoroughly  dried,  was 
ready  for  use.  It  was  mixed  with  warm  water  and  boiled,  after 
which  it  was  druijk.  The  Spaniards  of  Florida  and  the  English  of 
Carolina,  however,  commonly  filtered  it  before  drinking,  and  added 
sugar,  and  sometimes  the  juice  of  the  lemon.  We  have  been  thus 
particular  because  of  our  belief  of  the  identity  of  the  Carolina 
yaupon  with  the  mcUe  or  Paraguay  tea  of  Brazil,  a  plant  of  great 
commercial  value} 

1  From  SQoh  examination  as  ho  had  been  ablo  to  make,  the  author  had  suspected  the 
identity  above  alluded  to,  and  was,  therefore,  not  a  little  gratified  to  find  his  suspicion 
changed  to  certainty,  by  the  testimony  of  a  competent  American  botanist  residing  in  Bnudl. 
He  came  unexpectedly  on  the  evidence,  in  the  perusal  of  the  very  interesting  and  valuable 
work  entitled  "Brazil  and  tlie  Brazilians,"  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kidder  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Fletcher,  just  published  (1857).    The  extract,  though  long,  is  worth  inserting  entire. 

"  In  the  interior  of  the  province  of  San  Paulo"  (says  Mr.  Fletcher),  "  after  my  visit  to 
Santa  Catharina,  I  met  with  an  American  physician,  a  man  of  great  scientific  tastes  and 
acquirements,  who  has  taken  up  his  residence  in  South  America  for  the  purpose  of  research 
in  his  favorite  study  of  botany.  In  the  course  of  many  interesting  conversations  with  him 
in  regard  to  the  various  vegetable  riches  and  wonders  of  the  surrounding  regions,  I  was 
not  a  little  pleased  to  find  that  he  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  preparation, 
as  well  as  the  class  and  family,  of  the  plant  in  question.  Matd,  as  I  have  already  mentioned, 
is  the  name  of  the  prepared  article  of  the  tree  or  shrub  known  to  botanists  as  the  Jlex 
Paraguayentis.  It  is  classified  by  Von  Martius  as  belonging  to  the  RhamnU  family,  and  he 
gives  it  the  scientific  name  of  Oattine  Oonffonha,  The  Spaniards  usually  denominate  it 
Terba  <U  Paraguay  or  Mati. 

"  While  in  Paranagni,  I  observed  many  rawhide  oases  which  the  blacks  were  unloading 
from  mules,  or  conveying  to  the  ships  riding  at  anchor  in  the  beautiful  bay.    Upon  in- 


220  HI8T0EY   OF  NOBTH   CAROLINA. 

Of  wild  fruits,  nature  had  been  most  bountiful.  Everywhere  in 
the  woods  might  be  found  the  grape-vines  which  had  made  for 
themselves  arbors  of  the  trees,  and,  stretching  in  all  directions, 
were  covered  with  their  heavy  clusters  of  fruit.     Nor  was  there 


qniry,  I  leiirned  t)iat  these  packages,  weighing  about  one  hnndred  and  twenty  poand» 
each,  consisted  of  mat^.  This  substance,  so  little  known  out  of  South  America,  forms 
truly  the  principal  refreshing  beverage  of  the  Spanish  Americans  south  of  the  equator, 
and  millions  of  dollars  are  annually  expended  in  Buenos  Ayres,  Bolivia,  Peru,  and  Chili 
in  lis  consumption.  This  town  of  Paranagu4,  containing  about  three  thousand  inhabitants, 
exports  every  year  nearly  a  million  of  dollars'  worth  of  matd. 

**  In  Brazil  and  in  Paraguay  it  can  be  gathered  during  the  whole  year.  Parties  go  into 
the  forests,  or  places  where  it  abounds,  and  break  oflf  the  branches  with  the  leaves.  A 
process  of  kiln-drying  is  resorted  to  in  the  woods,  and  afterward  the  branches  and  leaves 
are  transported  to  some  rude  mill,  and  there  they  are  by  water-power  pounded  in  mortars. 

"The  substance,  after  this  operation,  is  almost  a  powder,  though  small  stems  denuded 
of  the  bark  are  always  permitted  to  remain.  By  this  simple  process  the  mat^  is  prepared 
for  market.  Its  preparation  for  drinking  is  equally  simple.  A  small  quantity  of  the  leaf, 
either  with  or  without  sugar,  is  placed  in  a  common  bowl  upon  which  cold  water  is  poured. 
After  standing  a  short  time,  boiling  water  is  added,  and  it  is  at  once  ready  for  use.  Ameri- 
cans who  have  visited  Buenos  Ayres  or  Montevideo  may  remember  to  have  seen,  on  a  fine 
summer  evening,  the  denizens  of  that  portion  of  the  world  engaged  in  sipping,  through 
long  tubes  inserted  into  highly  ornamented  cocoa-nut  bowls,  a  liquid  wliich,  though  not 
so  palatable  as  iced  juleps,  is  certainly  Ihr  less  harmful.  Those  citizens  of  Montevideo  and 
Buenos  Ayres  were  enjoying,  with  their  bombil/uiSy  a  refreshing  draught  of  mat^.  It  muat 
bo  imbibed  through  a  tube,  on  account  of  the  particles  of  leaf  and  stem  which  float  upon 
the  surface  of  the  liquid.    This  tube  has  a  fine  globular  strainer  at  the  end. 

"  Great  virtues  are  ascribed  to  this  tea.  It  supplies  the  place  of  meat  and  drink.  In- 
dians who  have  been  laboring  at  the  oar  all  day,  feel  immediately  refreshed  by  a  cup  of 
the  herb,  mixed  simply  with  river-water.  In  Chili  and  Peru  the  people  believe  tha*i  they 
could  not  exist  without  it,  and  many  persons  take  it  every  hour  of  the  day.  lt«  use  was 
learned  from  the  natives;  but  having  been  adopted,  it  spread  among  the  Spaniards  and 
Portuguese,  until  the  demand  became  so  great  as  to  render  the  herb  of  Paraguay  almost 
as  fatal  to  the  Indians  of  this  part  of  America  as  mines  and  pearl-fisheries  had  been  else- 
where. 

*'  It  grows  wild,  and  never  has  been  successfully  cultivated,  although  attempts  were  made 
by  the  Jesuits  of  Paraguay  to  transplant  it  from  the  forests  to  their  plantations.  These 
attempts  have  been  considered  by  many  without  result;  still,  there  are  others  who  con- 
sider that  the  experiment  justifies  further  efforts,  and  are  urging  this  day  the  dorM4Hoation, 
80  to  speak,  and  the  cultivation  of  matd  under  a  regular  system. 

**  But  that  which  astonished  me  most  in  the  doctor's  conversation  was  the  statement  that 
a  shrub  similar  to  the  Ilex  l^aragnayensis  was  indigenous  to  the  United  States,  and  that  a 
decoction  of  its  leaves  and  branches  was  actually  used  as  a  beverage  in  the  region  where 
it  grew. 

**His  life  had  been  full  of  adventure  in  every  portion  of  the  globe;  and  when  he  was  a 
younger  man  he  roamed  over  each  Southern  and  Western  State,  hunting  for  the  weed 
which  was  vulgarly  supposed  to  cause  the  '  milk-sickness.'  Although  he  did  not  find 
the  cause  of  that  disease,  which  has  so  damaged  many  a  speculation  in  Western  towns 
and  villages,  yet  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  little  tree  in  North  Carolina,  from  the 
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any  lack  of  variety.  The  delicious  "  scuppemong"  (or,  as  we  find 
it  written  in  the  earliest  records,  ^^^eS'Sco-jper-norC'^^  than  which  no 
grape  that  grows  is  more  luscious,  was  there  in  almost  incredible 
abundance.  The  large  purple  muscadine,  the  small  black  bunch- 
grapes,  perfect  after  the  frost  has  touched  them,  the  white  bunch- 
grapes,  tile  summer  and  winter  fox-grapes,  all  might  be  had  for 
the  mere  trouble  of  gathering  them.  The  mulberry,  of  three 
varieties,  white,  black,  and  red ;  the  persimmon,  wild  cherry,  pur- 
ple wild  i-aspberry,  four  kinds  of  whortleberries,  the  blackberry, 
dewberry,  barbeny,  several  sorts  of  wild  plums,  including  the 
damson  and  black,  white  and  red  currants,  were  all  found  among 
the  spontaneous  productions  of  the  country.  Lawson  mentions 
also  the  wild  fig,  but  states  that  its  existence  was  not  kno\vn  to 
him  from  personal  observation ;  he  had  but  heard  of  it  from  oth- 
ei-8.  We  are  inclined  to  think  it  was  not  indigenous.  A  species 
of  peach  (the  Indian  or  blood  peach)  was  claimed  by  the  natives 
as  their  own,  they  affinning  that  it  grew  among  them  before  Eu- 
ropeans came  to  America.  From  some  peculiarities,  Lawson  sup- 
posed that  it  might  be  a  spontaneous  fniit  of  the  country ;  and 
adds  that  the  Indians  living  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  far 
,  removed  from  the  whites,  had  that  species  and  none  other ;  and 
tliose  living  among  the  colonists  had  a  hundred  trees  of  the  blood 

leaves  of  which  many  of  the  country  people  of  the  old  North  State  *  make  tea.'  If  I 
remember  rightly,  he  informed  me  that  it  wan  the  Ilez  Euponia  ;  but  scientific  readeni 
mast  not  hold  me  responsible  for  this  name,  as  my  note-book  may  probably  mislead  me. 

A  few  years  afterward,  Dr. was  in  this,  the  most  glorious  flold  for  a  botanist  in 

the  world— this  Southern  Brazil,  whose  magnifloent  ./lora  has  been  the  wild  delight  of 
every  favored  follower  of  Linnaeus  who  has  been  permitted  to  enter  it.  In  the  course  of 
his  rambles  he  encountered  tlie  Ilex  Paraguayentis^  and  immediately  saluted  it  as  his  old 
acquaintance  (under  features  but  little  different)  of  North  Carolina.  Some  months 
elapsed,  and  he  visited  Paranagu4;  and  he  was  almost  as  mnofa  surprised  at  another  dis- 
covery, which  was  not,  however,  in  the  botanical  line.  He  found  in  this  out-of-the-way 
part  of  Brazil  an  American  woman  engaged  in  the  delightful  art  of  preparing  feijots  and 
toucinho  (pork  and  beans)  for  natives  and  foreigners  who  might  patronize  her  establisli- 

ment.    In  conversation  with  Br. in  regard  to  the  mat^,  she  exclaimed,  *  Why, 

doctor,  this  is  the  same  truck  we  use  in  Caroliner  to  make  tea !'  Here  was  a  most  striking 
confirmation  of  the  true  conclusion  of  science." 

Thus  far  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fletcher.  We  will  only  add  that  upward  of  five  millions  of 
pounds  of  the  leaves  of  this  shrub  are  annually  collected  in  Paraguay  alone ;  and  mil- 
lions of  dollars^  worth  of  it  are  annually  sold  in  South  America.  The  subject  is  worth 
the  attention  of  our  countrymen :  the  yaupon  may  perhaps  furnish  a  new  and  very 
profitable  article  of  export. 
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peach  for  one  of  any  other  kind.  While,  therefore,  he  inclines  to 
the  opinion  that  it  may  be  a  native  fruit,  he  is  careful  to  say,  "  In 
those  parts  of  America  that  we  inhabit,  I  never  could  hear  that 
any  peach-trees  were  found  growing  in  the  woods.^^  And  yet  the 
peach  in  some  of  its  varieties  might  well  be  a  native  of  North 
Carolina.  It  is  generally  believed  to  have  originated  in  Persia ; 
but  it  is  not  indigenous  in  that  country  solely.  Professor  Pallas 
states  that  he  found  it  growing  wild  in  the  more  southern  parts  of 
the  Caucasus ;  and  it  certainly  has  been  found  native  in  various 
parts  of  Turkey  in  Asia.  Its  favorite  habitat  seems  to  be  between 
30°  and  40°  of  latitude,  and  we  can  see  no  reason  why  it  may  not 
have  been  one  of  the  wild  fruits  of  North  Carolina. 

The  wild  strawberry  must  not  be  omitted,  for  it  was  one  of  the 
most  abundant  of  the  natural  productions  found  by  the  first  set- 
tlers ;  and  if  to  these  we  add  nuts  of  divers  kinds  on  the  hickory, 
chinquepin,  walnut,  hazel,  and  other  trees,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
supply  of  native  fruits  was  unusually  large  in  Carolina. 

or  was  the  supply  of  aninial  food  less  abundant  and  varied 
than  that  afforded  by  the  fertile  earth.  Among  the  beasts  fit  for 
food,  we  may  enumerate,  first,  the  buffalo,  though  now  it  is  not  to 
be  found  within  hundreds  of  miles.  Lawson  informs  us  that  in 
his  day,  though  rare,  it  did  sometimes  leave  its  haunts  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  wander  into  Carolina.  He  had  known  some  to  be 
killed  on  the  "  hilly  part  of  Cape  Fair  River,"  and  found  the  skins 
of  buffaloes  used  by  the  Carolina  Indians,  even  as  they  are  now  by 
the  Western  tribes,  for  beds  and  various  other  purposes.  In  nmning 
the  boundary  Une  between  Carolina  and  Virginia,  the  commission- 
ers not  only  saw,  but  killed  the  buffalo.  The  bear  was  very  com- 
mon, and  used  constantly  for  food,  being  by  many  deemed  prefer- 
able to  beef,  veal,  mutton,  or  pork.  "  I  who  have  eaten  a  great 
deal  of  bear's  flesh  in  my  lifetime"  (says  Lawson),  "  do  think  it 
equalizes,  if  not  excels,  any  meat  I  ever  eat  in  Europe."  There 
are  but  few  who  have  eaten  of  it  that  would  not  endorse  this  state- 
ment. The  opossum  (peculiar  to  America)  was  another  animal, 
the  use  of  which  as  food  was  taught  to  the  English  colonists  by  the 
natives  :  the  whites  found  the  "  flesh  very  white  and  well  tasted," 
says  Lawson.  The  raccoon  was  also  abundant,  and  we  need  not 
add  was  found  to  be  excellent  food.    The  American  rabbit  £re- 
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quented  the  meadow  grounds  and  marshes,  and  the  colonists  had 
but  to  fire  the  latter  when  dry,  and  kill  an  abundance  of  this  timid 
but  palatable  animal.  The  European  coney,  or  English  burrowing 
rabbit,  was  also  in  the  country  at  that  day,  though  probably  not 
native.  Lawson  knew  of  the  existence  of  this  species  in  but  one 
place,  and  that  was  on  Trent  Kiver ;  he  heard  of  them  also  "upon 
Bodie's  Island  by  Roanoak ;"  but,  in  both  instances,  supposed  them 
to  have  reached  the  land  from  some  ship.  That  monarch  of  the 
deer  species,  the  large-horned  elk,  was  among  the  native  animals 
of  Carolina,  though  not  very  abundant ;  while  the  stag  and  fallow- 
deer  were  plentiful,  as  were  also  several  varieties  of  the  squirrel. 

The  green  "  turtle,"  as  it  was  called,  was  a  species  of  tortoise 
sometimes  found  on  the  coast,  though  the  "  hawk's-bill"  and 
"  logger-headed"  were  much  more  common.  Of  terrapins,  both 
land  and  water,  there  was  no  scarcity,  while  shell-fish  of  various 
kinds  were  easily  to  be  procured.  The  water-fowl  were  very  nu- 
merous, including  swans,  geese,  brant,  and  ducks,  both  summer 
and  winter,  of  which  latter  an  abundance  still  remains  in  the 
State ;  while  on  the  land  were  the  wild  turkey,  of  which  Lawson 
says  he  had  seen  five  hundred  in  a  flock,  pheasants,  woodcock, 
snipe,  partridge,  moor-hens  or  grouse,  wild  pigeons  in  countless 
numbers,  doves,  larks,  orioles,  and  rice-birds,  with  numerous 
others.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  in  the  mild  climate  of  Carolina, 
Englishmen,  who  had  fire-arms,  were  in  no  danger  of  starvation, 
even  if  they  labored  but  little  to  make  agricultural  products. 

The  reader  will  now,  we  hope,  be  able  to  form  for  himself  a 
truthful  picture  of  the  state  of  the  country  as  to  soil  and  spon- 
taneous vegetable  productions ;  and  when  he  remembers  the 
abundance  of  fish  and  game  of  which  we  have  spoken,  he  will 
have  a  correct  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  first  settlers  as  to  proba- 
ble comfort,  and  understand  better  the  labors,  agricultural  and 
otherwise,  to  which  their  position  called  them. 

The  first  necessity  was  obviously  that  of  erecting  a  shelter  from 
the  weather,  and  clearing  the  land  for  the  reception  of  the  seed. 
As  to  the  first,  it  probably  took  but  little  time :  the  log  hut  formed, 
of  couree,  the  first  residence,  and  the  axe,  the  augur,  and  the  saw 
were  all  the  tools  required  or  used  in  its  erection.  Then  came  the 
liard  labor  employed  in  removing  the  trees  from  the  heavily 
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timbered  land.     This  introduces  an  inquiry  as  to  the  agricultural 
laborei's.     Who  were  they  ? 

First,  there  were  negro  slaves.  It  has  unhappily  seemed  meet 
to  the  self-glorifying  humanity  of  modem  times,  both  in  England 
and  in  some  portions  of  the  United  States,  to  lift  the  hands  and 
eyes  to  heaven  in  holy  horror,  and  descant  with  a  somewhat  clam- 
orous indignation,  transmuted  by  self-righteousness  into  imaginary 
Christian  zeal,  upon  the  godliness  which  prompted  it,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  free  itself  from  all  connection  with  slavery ;  and  the  atro- 
cious and  damnable  guilt,  on  the  other  hand,  of  all  those  who, 
having  in  God's  providence  been  intrusted  with  the  p^'otectlon 
and  comfort  of  the  poor  southern  slave,  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
see  that  immediate  and  universal  emancipation  would  either  dis- 
charge them  from  their  solemn  responsibilities  to  God,  or  fulfil 
the  duty  which  they  owe  both  to  their  country  and  their  slaves. 
Now  we  mean  not,  here  at  least,  to  discuss  in  the  abstract  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  one  or  the  other  view  of  the  subject ;  but  in  telling 
our  story,  as  truth  requires  of  us  to  say  our  forefathers  had  negro 
slaves,  we  would  fain  tell  the  whole  truth,  and  therefore  we  feel 
obliged  to  offer  a  picture  of  past  times,  and  speak  of  things  as 
they  were.  Our  digression  shall  be  brief.  We  are  not  sure  that 
our  picture  will  reflect  much  credit  on  the  humanity  of  our  Eng- 
lish forefathers ;  and  it  may,  perhaps,  even  ruffle  the  pious  com- 
placency of  some  of  our  northern  countrymen,  who  may  possibly 
be  led  to  suspect,  that  after  all,  their  own  ancestors  were  not  less 
wicked  than  those  whom  they  now  denounce  as  irrecoverably 
damned;  while  they  themselves  are  "partakers  of  other  men's 
sins,"  by  living,  without  compunction,  on  the  profits  of  their  fore- 
fathers' iniquity. 

Who  first  brought  these  negro  slaves  to  North  America  ?  We 
answer,  without  hesitation.  Englishmen,  under  the  countenance  of 
the  English  government.  A  late  British  writer*  has,  with  great 
zeal,  denied  that  England  ''forced  the  Americans  to  become  slave- 
holders;" while,  at  the  same  time,  he  has  admitted  that  Great 
Britain  "  facilitated  her  colonial  offspring  to  become  slave-hold- 
ers;" "encouraged  her  merchants  in  tempting  them  to  acquire 

»  Mr.  Graham  of  Edinburgh.  See  his  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  i.  BoBton  edi- 
tion, p.  xlviil.  of  "Memoir." 
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slaves;"  and  "excelled  all  her  competilors  in  slave-stealing.'' 
This  is  all  tnie ;  but  there  is  also  more  truth  that  England's  apol- 
ogist has  left  untold.  The  English  people  embarked  in  the  African 
slave-trade  in  1662,  and  in  that  year  carried  a  cargo  to  Hispaniola. 
The  success  of  the  speculation  soon  enlisted  others  in  the  business ; 
and  private  associations,  embracing  some  of  the  most  opulent  and 
distinguished  men  of  the  kingdom,  were  speedily  formed.  Very 
soon  the  object  was  considered  of  national  importance,  as  connect- 
ed witli  the  commercial  pursuits  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 
In  the  reign  of  James  I.  (1619),  a  royal  charter  made  a  joint-stock 
company  in  London,  with  the  exclusive  privilege  of  taking  ne- 
groes from  Africa,  and  carrying  them  into  slavery.  Private  ad- 
venturers interfered  so  much  with  this  trade,  that  the  chai'ter  was 
at  last  abandoned.  Charles  I.  granted  another  charter,  which 
from  the  same  cause  (private  cupidity  and  interference)  shared  the 
fate  of  the  former.  When  Charles  II.  came  to  the  throne  (1661), 
Davenant  informs  us  that  "  a  representation  being  soon  made  to 
him  that  the  British  plantations  in  America  were,  by  degrees, 
advancing  to  stich  a  condition  as  necessarily  required  a  greater 
yearly  supply  of  servants  and  laborers  tlian  could  well  be  spared 
from  England,  without  the  danger  of  depopulating  his  majesty's 
native  dominions,  his  majesty  did  {vpon  account  of  supplying  these 
plantations  with  negroes)  publicly  invite  all  his  subjects  to  the 
subscription  of  a  new  joint-stock,  for  recovering  and  carrying  on 
the  trade  to  Africa."^  Tlie  subjects  came  in  crowds  at  the  mon- 
arch's call,  and  the  subscription  lists  show  the  names  of  numbers 
of  the  first  people  in  England.  From  this  time  the  trade  to  Africa 
was  considered  and  treated  as  of  national  concern :  parliament, 
from  time  to  time,  interfered  to  sustain  and  improve  it,  so  that  in 
1792,  no  less  than  six-and-twenty  acts  might  be  counted  on  the 
English  statute  book,  directly  sanctioning  and  encouraging  the 
African  slave-trade. 

Tills  trade  was  deemed  so  important  by  England,  that  it  involv- 
ed her  in  a  war  with  the  Dutch :  she  sought  a  monopoly  of  the 
traffic ;  she  had  two  thirds  of  the  whole  slave-trade  of  the  world ; 
she  stipulated  for  its  enjoyment  in  her  treaties  with  foreign  pow- 

1  Davenant^B  Works,  vol.  v.    Reflections  on  the  African  Trade. 
Vol.  II.— -15 
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ei-s ;  she  kept  constantly  employed  in  it  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  ships ;  she  built  forts  in  Africa  to  maintain  it ;  she 
voted  parliamentary  grants  of  money  to  uphold  it ;  and,  if  we  in- 
clude the  whole  period  of  time  in  which  she  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness, under  legal  sanetion^  she  took  away  more  than  six  millions 
of  negroes  from  Africa ;  and  caused,  in  two  centuries,  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  number  of  these  poor  creatures,  quite  equal  to  two  thirds 
of  the  whole  of  the  present  black  population  of  the  United  States! 
It  is  not,  therefore,  perfectly  accurate  in  Mr.  Graham  to  assert,  as 
lie  does,  that  prior  to  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  "  the  slave-trade 
was  not  comprehended  within  tlie  scope  and  operation  of  the  com- 
jnercial  policy  of  the  British  government."  Queen  Anne  came 
to  the  throne  in  1702,  and  we  have  seen  that,  for  a  century  before 
that  time,  the  trade  had  been  treated  as  a  very  important  feature 
of  England's  "  commercial  policy ;"  sufficiently  so  to  caitae  a  war 
with  IIoUoAxd,  As  to  his  declaration  that  the  mother  country  did 
not  ^^foTC^'*  slaves  on  the  American  colonies,  it  involves  little 
more  than  a  dispute  as  to  the  meaning  of  tlie  word  he  has  used. 
No  penal  laws,  indeed,  were  made,  punishing  the  plantations  for 
not  receiving  slaves  imported  from  Africa ;  but  in  1662,  counte- 
nance was  given  to  their  importation  "  upon  account  of  supplying 
the  plantations  with  negroes,"  at  a  time  when  their  commercial 
relations  with  the  mother  country,  under  the  English  laws  of 
trade,  left  them  but  a  choice  between  the  alternatives  of  an  in- 
crease of  the  laboring  population,  or  of  a  hopeless  poverty  and 
virtual  serfdom.  English  men  and  English  ships,  under  English 
laws,  first  brought  the  Africans  to  America  as  bondmen,  and  to 
such  an  extent,  that  negro  slavery,  before  the  commencement  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  existed  in  every  one  of  the  old  thirteen 
States,  except  Georgia,  which  was  not  planted  until  1733 ;  and, 
without  intending  in  any  degree  to  extenuate  the  guilt  of  any  of 
the  colonies  engaged  in  the  traffic,  we  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  it  was  England  who  brought  the  temptation  to  the  door  of 
her  colonies ;  that  England  did  it,  not  to  serve  them  but  to  enrich 
herself;  and  that  it  was  England's  commercial  regulations  touch- 
ing the  plantations,  that  made  the  American  colonists  the  more 
ready,  in  the  necessities  of  theii*  position,  to  yield  to  the  tempta- 
tion. 
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But  England  did  a. more  crael  wrong  ift  this  matter  than  that 
merely  of  tempting  the  Anglo-Americans  to  buy.  She  placed 
before  them  a  pernicious  example,  and  thereby  provoked  them 
to  imitation.  The  chief  part  of  the  commerce  of  the  colonies 
was  in  New  England ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  vessels  of 
Xew  England  were  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  seeking  their  cargoes 
of  slaves.  Tlie  molasses  of  the  West  Indies  was  brought  home 
to  the  northern  colonies,  and  converted  into  rum ;  this  rum  was 
employed,  in  Africa,  in  the  purchase  of  slaves,  who  were  carried 
to  the  West  Indies  and  the  continental  plantations.  The  trade,  as 
compared  with  that  of  England,  was,  of  course,  very  small ;  but 
still,  it  was  established,  and  continued  for  long  years,  even  until  it 
was  prohibited  by  ourselves,  after  we  were  free,  and,  we  may  add, 
before  England  had  abolished  it.  The  coasting  vessels  of  the 
northern  colonies,  too  small  to  undertake  voyages  to  Africa, 
occasionally  brought  into  the  country  negroes  from  the  West 
Indies,  as  did  also  some  of  the  small  craft  of  the  southern  planta- 
tions ;  though  the  number  from  this  source  was  very  small.  Tlie 
chief  portion  of  the  traffic  was  in  the  hands  of  the  noithem  colo- 
nies, and  so  continued  as  long  as  it  was  permitted  in  America. 

All,  however.  North  and  South,  were  slaveholders;  all,  too, 
were  slave-traders.  The  northern  colonists  brought  the  negi'oes 
from  Africa ;  the  southern  colonists  bought  them,  and  paid  liber- 
ally for  the  purchase.  If  the  South  sinned  in  taking  the  slave, 
the  North  could  not  have  sinned  less  in  taking  the  money.  If 
reparation  for  the  sin  is  to  be  made  by  the  one  party,  religion 
equally  demands  it  of  the  other.  If  the  South  must  emancipate, 
the  North  should  disgorge  principal  and  interest.  In  no  other 
mode  can  hoik  free  themselves  from  the  guilt  which  the  descend- 
ant of  the  northern  salesman  imputes  to  the  transaction.  Tlie 
Northman  should  therefore  preface  his  proposition  to  his  Southern 
brother  by  the  offer,  on  his  part,  himself  to  do  that  which  he 
urges  as  duty  on  his  fellow-criminal.  Let  him  surrender  the  accu- 
mulated wealth  which  has  increased  from  the  unlawfully  acquired 
gains  of  his  ^^LyQ-selling  ancestor,  and  then  may  he,  with  some- 
thing like  conscience  and  consistency,  ask  a  surrender  of  the 
profits  derived  from  the  possession  of  the  bondmen  by  the  de- 
scendant of  the  ^XdLWQ-buying  ancestor.    Either  he  should  do  this, 
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or  cease  to  reproach  his  brother  for  what  l^e  pronounces  a  great 
sin,  while  he  is  himself  contentedly  living  on  the  profits  of  that 
great  sin  he  thus  condemns.  And  he  should  remember,  too,  that, 
in  some  instances,  the  sin,  on  the  part  of  his  ancestors,  was  greatly 
aggravated.  After  acts  of  emancipation  in  the  northern  colo- 
nies forbade  the  existence  of  negro  slavery  in  tliem,  beyond  a 
future  specified  time,  "  there  are  living  witnesses,"  says  a  mod- 
em writer,  whose  piety  and  ability  are  alike  unquestionable, 
*'  who  saw  the  crowds  of  negroes  assembled  along  the  shores  of 
New  England  and  the  Middle  States,  to  be  shipped  to  latitudes 
where  their  bondage  could  be  perpetuated.  Their  posterity  toil 
to-day  in  the  fields  of  the  southern  planter."^  Tlie  reader  may 
now  see  whence  the  negro  slaves  of  Carolina  first  came,  and  who 
it  was  that  brought  them.  No  North  Carolina  vessel  ever  went  to 
Africa  for  them.  Neither  Virginia  nor  South  Carolina  were  ever 
deeply  involved  in  the  business  of  importing  them  from  their 
native  country.  The  vessels  of  old  England  and  New  England  did 
that  work.  Both  records  and  tradition  have  preserved  tlie  names 
of  New  England  men  who  amassed  fortunes  in  the  business.  Liv- 
ing witnesses  can  lay  their  hands  on  the  descendants  of  these 
men,  now  revelling  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  wealth  that  was  thus 
acquired.  They,  indeed,  are  not  answerable  for  the  acts  of  their 
forefathers ;  but  they  are  responsible  for  their  own  sinful  hypoc- 
risy, if  they  clamor  for  the  slave's  emancipation,  without  being 
ready  to  surrender  the  money  they  are  enjoying  from  his  sale. 

But  there  was  another  class  of  slaves  employed  in  the  agi'icultural 
labor  of  the  province.  This  was  composed  of  the  natives  of  the 
country :  some  of  the  unfortunate  Indians  w^ere  slaves.  But  this 
species  of  bondage  was  not  peculiar  to  the  southern  colonies.  In- 
deed, the  prevalent  tone  of  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, was  at  that  day  very  much  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the  con- 
tinent inhabited  by  Europeans.  Even  in  Pennsylvania,  the  law 
recognized  the  existence  of  negro  slavery,  though  it  would  allow 
no  importation  of  Indian  slaves  from  the  other  American  prov- 
inces. But  in  New  England,  a  different  doctrine  prevailed  as  to 
Indians.    Massachusetts,  in  1641,  before  Carolina  was  settled,  de- 

1  Modern  Reform  Examined,  by  Joseph  C.  Stilos,  p.  81. 
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clared  by  law,  that,  as  to  two  classes  of  tlie  natives,  "bond- 
slavery"  might  exist.  These  were  "  lawful  captives  taken  in  just 
wars,"  and  such  "  as  willingly  sell  themselves,  or  are  sold  to  us" 
[i.  ^.,  by  their  captors].^  But  Massachusetts  went  beyond  this. 
At  the  tennination  of  the  fight  between  tlie  Pequods  and  the 
troops  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  in  1 637,  many  Indians 
were  captured.  Some  were  made  slaves  in  Connecticut,  others  in 
Massachusetts;  and  Trumbull  informs  us  that  of  these  latter, 
"  many  women  and  boys  were  sent  to  the  West  Indies  and  sold 
into  slavery."'  A  law  of  Connecticut,  touching  the  Indians,  may 
still  be  read  among  her  old  statutoiy  provisions,  in  which  she 
enacts  that,  "  as  it  will  be  chargeable  to  keep  Indians  in  prison, 
and,  if  they  should  escape,  they  are  likely  to  bear  more  malice,  it 
was  thought  fit  that  the  magistrates  of  the  jurisdiction  deliver  up 
tlie  Indians  seized  to  the  party  or  parties  endamaged,  either  to 
serve^  or  to  be  shipped  out  aiid  exchanged  for  neagerSy^  tlie  case 
will  justly  bear."  When  these  laws  were  made,  Carolina  was  not 
settled.  Tlie  early  statute  books  of  New  York  and  Kew  Jersey 
also  reveal  the  fact,  that  the  first  inhabitants  of  those  provinces 
scrupled  not  to  reduce  the  Indians  to  a  state  of  slavery.  When 
Carolina  began  to  be  peopled,  she  followed  the  general  practice  of 
the  English  then  in  America,  and,  by  degrees,  had  Indian  slaves, 
whom  she  had  taken  in  war,  or  purchased  from  such  of  the  native 
tribes  as  had  thus  captured  them.  Tlie  number,  however,  was 
never  large,  as,  from  1663  to  1711,  the  colonists  lived  on  amicable 
terms  with  the  natives.  Tlie  treatment  extended  towai*d  them  ap- 
pears, too,  to  have  been  kind :  we  find  them  inmates  of  the  fam- 
ilies to  which  they  belonged ;  and  the  fact  incidentally  appears, 
tliat,  on  occasions  of  religious  worship  in  the  houses  of  their  mas- 
ters, both  they  and  negro  slaves  were  present,  and  professedly 
Christian  worshippei^s.*  We  apprehend  that,  in  the  severe  labor 
of  clearing  the  land,  the  Indian  was  employed  less  than  the  negro 
or  white  laborer.  Tlie  occupation  of  the  savage  was  most  proba- 
bly that  of  fishing  and  hunting,  for  the  supply  of  the  family  table. 
In  such  employment  he  was  more  skilful  than  any  other  servant^ 

»  Mn«ji.  Colony  laws,  publiRhcd  by  order  of  the  Qoncral  Court,  1814,  p.  62. 
»  TniinbuUV  Uist.  of  Connecticut,  vol.  i.  p.  92. 
»  MS.  letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  1718. 
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and  such  pursuits  harmonized  best  with  his  tastes  and  previous 
training.  Tlie  waters  abounded  with  fish  and  the  woods  with 
game ;  and  we  have  evidence  that,  in  some  families  at  least,  the 
Indian  hunter  was  considered  an  indispensable  member  of  the  ser- 
vile portion  of  the  household.  With  the  gun  or  the  net,  he  was 
far  more  useful  than  he  could  ever  be  made  with  the  axe. 

There  was  also  a  third  class  of  laborers  whom  our  records  show 
to  have  been  in  the  colony.  These  were  white  men — ^English  con- 
victs transported  to  America  for  their  crimes.  Among  all  the  acts 
of  injustice  perpetrated  by  the  mother  country  toward  the  Ameri- 
can provinces,  there  was  not  one  more  flagrant  than  this.  She 
acted  on  the  principle,  that  what  was  too  vile  for  England  was 
quite  good  enough  for  America ;  and  her  policy  was  eminently 
short-sighted.  The  authorities  of  the  mother  country  forgot  the 
wise  words  of  Lord  Bacon,  in  his  essay  on  "  Plantations,"  though 
they  were  specially  written  at  the  request  of  the  first  Virginia 
company.  "  It  is  a  shameful  and  unblessed  thing"  (says  he)  "  to 
take  the  scum  of  people,  and  wicked,  condemned  nlen,  to  be  the 
people  with  whom  you  plant ;  and  not  only  so,  but  it  spoileth  the 
plantation."  *  The  transportation  of  felons  convict  is,  at  this  day, 
an  established  and  prominent  feature  in  England's  administration 
of  her  criminal  law ;  but  it  was  not  always  so.  Tlie  substitution 
of  banishment  for  death,  is  not  a  part  of  the  common  law :  the 
practice,  now  fully  legalized  by  statute  in  England,  has  grown  up 
by  degi*ees.  Exile  was  first  introduced  as  a  punishment,  in  Eng- 
lish law,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  anno  1596.  It  was  then  enact- 
ed, that  "  such  rogues  as  were  dangerous  to  the  inferior  people, 
should  be  banished  the  realm."  ^  James  I.  virtually  converted 
this  into  an  act  for  transportation  to  America,  without  any  aid 
from  parliament,  and  by  the  mere  exercise  of  his  own  will.  Ho 
wrote  a  letter,  in  1619,  to  the  treasurer  and  council  of  the  colony 
of  Yirginia  (residing  in  London),  commanding  them  "  to  send  a 
hundred  dissolute  pei-sons  to  Virginia,  which  the  knight  marshal 
would  deliver  to  them  for  that  purpose."^  Tlie  first  English  stat- 
ute which  uses  the  word  "  transport"  was  passed  in  18  Charles  11, 

»  Bacon^s  £8says— Essay  xxxiii. 

3  Barrington  on  the  Statutes,  260.    1  Blackstone,  187. 

8  Stith'B  Virginia,  p.  167. 
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(1666).  This  gives  a  power  to  the  judges,  at  their  discretion, 
either  *'to  execute  or  transport  to  America  for  life  the  raoss- 
troopere  of  Cumberland  and  Northumberland."  *     • 

Until  the  reign  of  George  I.,  this  mode  of  punishment  was  but 
little  used.  By  statutes  passed  in  the  fourth  and  sixth  yeare  of 
that  king  (1718  and  1720),  the  courts  were  authorized  to  order  anj 
felons  who  were  entitled  to  their  clergy,  on  conviction,  to  be  trans- 
ported to  the  American  plantations ;  and  after  these  enactments 
the  practice  became  common  enough.  The  colonies  to  which  they 
were  sent  were  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Marj'land,  Yirginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and,  after  1733,  to 
Greorgia.  The  whole  number  sent  is  estimated  by  Lang,  in  his 
History  of  Transportation,  at  fifty  thousand.  But  this  emptying 
of  the  jails  of  England  upon  America  did  not  pass  without  remon- 
strance from  the  colonies,  and  formed  one  of  the  serious  complaints 
set  forth  in  the  enumeration  of  our  grievances  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution ;  for  England  never  discontinued  the  practice  until  we 
had  achieved  our  independence.  Virginia  and  Maryland  sent 
their  remonstrances  to  England,  but  in  vain ;  Dr.  Franklin,  who 
was  agent  in  London  for  Pennsylvania,  made  known  the  opposi- 
tion of  that  colony  to  a  forced  companionship  with  the  vile  refuse 
of  English  society,  and  humbly  begged  that  England  would  send 
over  no  more  convicts.  With  wonderful  coolness  and  indifference, 
he  was  told  that  their  removal  was  indispensable  to  the  social  com- 
fort of  England,  and  that  therrefore  they  must  continue  the  practice 
of  transporting  them  to  America.  With  his  characteristic  shrewd- 
ness and  common  sense,  he  exposed  the  selfish  injustice  by  a  short 
question.  He  asked  if  the  Americans  might  act  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple, and  send  over  their  rattlesnakes  to  England. 

The  plan  of  transportation  was  this :  Owners  and  captains  of 
vessels  contracted  to  carry  the  convicts ;  and  as  remunemtion  for 
the  service,  agreed,  on  their  arrival,  to  sell  them  to  the  planters  for 
the  times  named  in  their  respective  sentences.  Lang  tells  us  that 
these  transported  felons,  male  and  female,  were  "  bought  by  the 
planters  for  the  terms  specified  in  their  respective  warrants,  and 
worked  with  the  negro  slaves,  under  tlie  lash  of  an  overseer."^ 

>  Penny  Cyolopsedia,  wrho  Transportation. 
«  Lang^B  Hist,  of  Transportation,  pp.  87-89. 
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We  have  seen,  in  the  chapter  on  the  laws,  the  extent  of  the  mas- 
ter's powers  and  the  convict's  privileges.  So  common  and  well 
nndei'stood  was  the  practice  of  selling  convicts  into  colonial  sla- 
very, that  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  England's  writers  of 
fiction,  who  lived  at  the  time,  availed  himself  of  the  existing  cus- 
tom to  build  on  it  one  of  t^ie  most  startling  incidents  of  his  story; 
and  the  "  Moll  Flanders"  of  Defoe  presents  a  picture  of  convicts 
transported  to  Yirginia,  which,  drawn  from  events  around  him,  is 
sketched,  according  to  his  custom,  with  minute  accuracy  of  detail, 
and  wants  no  additional  touch  to  improve  its  verisimilitude.  As 
to  the  criminals  themselves,  their  condition  was  varied  according 
to  circumstances.  If  they  or  their  relations  were  possessed  of 
wealtli,  they  had  but  to  oflfcr  the  captain  a  higher  price  for  them- 
selves than  he  could  get  when  he  reac^hed  America  and  exposed 
them  in  market  overt,  and  then  they  never  went  into  bondage  nor 
were  ever  made  the  subject  of  a  bid.  Sometimes  too,  when  they 
were  poor,  and  consequently  sold,  they  found  a  stimulus  to  seek 
the  improvement  of  their  condition,  and  emerged  from  their  de- 
graded position.  An  old  writer,  in  speaking  of  Virginia,  thus  de- 
scribes them :  "  They  go  there  poor,  and  come  back  rich ;  there 
they  plant,  trade,  thrive,  and  increase ;  even  your  transported 
felons,  sent  to  Yirginia  instead  of  Tyburn,  thousands  of  them,  if 
we  are  not  misinformed,  have,  by  turning  their  hands  to  industry 
and  injprovement,  and,  which  is  best  of  all,  to  honesty,  become 
rich,  substantial  planters  and  merchants,  settled  large  families,  and 
been  famous  in  the  country ;  nay,  we  have  seen  many  of  them 
made  magistrates,  officera  of  militia,  captains  of  good  ships,  and 
masters  of  good  estates."* 

But  sometimes  the  owners  and  masters  of  ships  did- not  wait  for 
the  sentence  of  the  law  to  furnish  them  w^ith  a  cargo.  The  picture 
of  society  in  the  ports  of  England  at  that  day,  brings  to  our  notice, 
and  especially  in  London,  the  habit  of  kidnapping  those  convicted 
of  no  crime,  but  who,  found  perchance  in  a  moment  of  drunken- 
ness, or  overcome,  if  sober,  by  brute  force,  were  hurried  on  board 

»  Postlctbwayte'a  Diet,  of  Commerce,  vol.  ii.  p.  819.  The  Herald^s  office,  which  (it  is 
well  known)  preserves  with  great  care  the  genuine  arUtocracy  of  America,  can  doubtless 
fnrnifth  a  list  of  these  felons  thus  converted  into  gentlemen.  They  must  by  no  means  be 
confounded  with  the  "first  futnilics"  of  the  country,  who  never  thus  stole  into  notoriety. 
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the  vessel  ready  to  depart,  and  presently  found  themselves  exposed 
to  sale  as  slaves  in  some  one  of  the  American  plantations.  Chil- 
dren were  stolen  and  sent  over.^  The  planter  was  much  too  dis- 
creet to  ask  troublesome  questions,  and  the  captain,  of  course,  told 
what  lies  he  pleased.  Another  but  small  class  of  temporary  white 
bondmen  was  to  be  found  in  those  who  were  bound  as  apprentices, 
both  in  England  and  in  the  province ;  these,  however,  were  mostly 
employed  as  house-servants,  or  trained  to  mechanical  arts,  and  had 
but  little  employment  in  agriculture.  The  purchased  convicts  and 
negro  slaves  encountered  the  harder  toil  of  clearing  and  cultivating 
the  lands. 

The  domestic  animals  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  the  earth 
or  for  conversion  into  food,  were  carried  into  the  countiy  by  the 
first  settlers.  The  colony  from  Barbadoes  took  with  them  to  the 
Cape  Fear,  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  and  poultry.  Those  about  Albe- 
marle derived  these  animals  mostly  from  Virginia,  though  some 
were  brought  from  the  more  northern  provinces  and  New  Eng- 
land. A  wild  breed  of  small  horses,  descendants  of  those  which 
escaped  from  the  first  settlers,  still  exists  upon  the  banks  that  lie 
on  the  coast  of  the  State.  The  mildness  of  the  climate  and  tlie 
abundance  of  natural  pasturage  caused  the  cattle  greatly  to  in- 
crease. The  woods  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  settlements  were 
filled  witli  them ;  and  the  beef,  particularly  on  Pamlico  River  and 
the  region  south  of  it,  is  said  by  Lawson  to  have  been  "  extraordi- 
nary." The  oxen  grew  to  a  great  size,  and  a  large  amount  of  beef 
was  annually  salted  for  exportation.  Heifers  calved  when  eight- 
een or  twenty  months  old,  says  Lawson,  "  which"  (he  adds)  "  makes 
such  a  wonderful  increase  that  many  of  our  planters,  from  very 
mean  beginnings,  have  raised  themselves,  and  are  now  masters  of 
hundreds  of  fat  beeves  and  other  cattle."  Butter  and  cheese  were 
made,  very  good,  and  in  quantities  not  only  sufficient  for  home 
supply,  but  affording  "  a  great  deal,"  says  Lawson,  "  among  our 
neighbors."  The  greatest  increase  would  appear  to  have  been 
among  the  s\vine.  The  immense  quantities  of  acorns  and  nuts  in 
the  woods  afforded  an  ample  supply  of  food,  and  the  pork  fed  on 
these,  and  on  peaches  during  their  season,  was  better  than  that  of 
Europe.     Lawson  thinks  there  was  no  English  colony  on  the  con- 

^  HowelPs  Letters,  as  quoted  in  Knight^8  Pictorial  Uidt.  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  685. 
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tinent,  in  his  day,  as  rich  in  hogs. and  good  pork  as  Carolina. 
Slieep  had  been  introduced  and  were  found  to  thrive  well,  yield- 
ing good  fleeces  and  fat  mutton ;  while  every  planter  had  his 
poultry-yard  well  stocked  with  domestic  fowls.  Indeed,  no  fact 
is  more  satisfactorily  proved  tlian  that  the  colonists,  during  the 
proprietary  rule,  might  have  had,  with  but  little  trouble,  a  super- 
abundance of  provisions  as  excellent  as  it  was  varied.  Tliey  sold 
annually  a  great  deal  of  food  to  Virginia.  Tliat  province  was  de- 
voted principally  to  the  cultivation  of  its  great  staple,  tobacco,  and 
looked  to  Carolina  for  a  large  portion  of  its  food,  with  perhaps  the 
single  exception  of  Indian  corn.  The  custom-house  records  of  the 
province  show  that,  of  edibles,  it  shipped  to  Europe  and  the  West 
India  islands  beef,  pork,  wheat,  Indian  com,  peas,  and  some  little 
rice.  Lawson  says,  "  We  have  plenty  of  beeves,  rice,  wheat,  rye, 
Indian  grain  [corn],  sundry  sorts  of  pulse,  barley,  oats,  buckwheat, 
pork,  oheese,  butter,  &c. ;"  and  enumerates  these  among  various 
other  articles,  not  edible,  ajl  which,  he  tells  us,  were  more  or  less 
articles  of  exportation. 

The  principal  articles  cultivated  by  the  planters  appear  to  have 
been  Indian  corn  and  tobacco :  next  to  these  stood  wheat ;  but  the 
cultivation  was  slovenly.  No  doubt  the  truth  was  as  Lawson  has 
stated  it :  "  Some  of  the  men  are  very  laborious  and  make  gre^lt 
improvements  in  their  way;  but  I  dare  hardly  give  them  that 
character  in  general.  The  easy  way  of  living  in  that  plentiful 
country  makes  a  great  many  plantei*s  very  negligent,  which,  were 
they  otherwise,  that  colony  might  now  have  been  in  a  far  better 
condition  than  it  is."  "  I  must  confess"  (says  he),  "  I  never  saw 
one  acre  of  land  managed  as  it  ought  to  be  in  Carolina,  since  I 
knew  it ;  and  were  they  as  negligent  in  their  husbandry  in  Europe 
as  they  are  in  Carolina,  their  lands  would  produce  nothing  but 
weeds  and  straw."  ^  Virginia  was  perpetually  complaining  of  the 
quality  of  the  Carolina  tobacco,  which,  for  the  most  part,  went  to 
Europe  from  her  ports.  Tlie  ostensible  ground  of  complaint  was, 
that  Carolina  paid  no  levies  or  duties  in  Virginia,  while  Virginia 
planters  did.  The  captains  of  European  vessels  entering  the 
waters  of  Virginia,  were  accustomed  to  cross  over  into  Carolina, 

>  Lawson's  Hist,  of  N.  C,  pp.  75,  88. 
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and  buy  the  tobacco  from  the  planters  there.^  This  was  forbidden 
by  the  laws  of  Virginia,  because,  to  some  extent,  it  affected  the 
vahie  of  her  own  sales ;  the  Carolina  tobacco  was  quite  as  good  as 
that  of  her  northern  neighbor ;  and  Virginia  had  it  in  her  power, 
by  enactments  of  her  own,  to  compel  an  inspection  by  her  own 
officers  of  all  the  tobacco  that  crossed  her  southern  border,  and  to 
derive  a  revenue  from  it.  But  in  truth  she  aimed  at  securing  a 
monopoly  of  the  tobacco  trade,  and  cultivated  little  else.  Lawson 
informs  us  of  the  manner  in  which  a  considerable  portion  of  North 
Carolina  products  found  a  market,  "  Another  great  advantage" 
(says  he)  "  comes  from  its  being  near  Virginia,  where  we  come 
often  to  a  good  market,  at  the  return  of  the  Guinea  ships,  for  ne- 
groes, and  the  remnant  of  their  stores,  which  is  very  commodious 
for  the  Indian  trade ;  besides,  in  war-time,  we  lie  near  at  hand  to 
go  under  their  convoy,  and  to  sell  our  provisions  to  the  tobacco 
fleet ;  for  the  planting  of  tobacco  generally,  in  those  colonies,  pre- 
vents their  being  supplied  with  stores  sufficient  for  victualling 
their  ships.'"  The  Carolina  plantere,  it  will  be  hence  seen,  sold  a 
considerable  amount  of  their  provisions  and  tobacco  to  the  Virgin- 
ians, and,  in  Virginia,  bought  their  negroes  as  they  were  imported 
in  the  English  Guinea  ships.  Virginia  desired  to  confine  Carolina 
to  the  production  of  food  only.  The  province  had  also  another 
market  in  the  colonies  north  of  Virginia.  "  We  also  saw"  (says 
Col.  Byrd)  "  a  small  New  England  sloop  riding  in  the  Sound,  a 
little  to  the  south  of  our  course.  She  had  come  in  at  the  new  in- 
let, as  all  other  vessels  have  done,  since  the  opening  of  it.  This 
navigation  is  a  little  difficult,  and  fit  only  for  vessels  that  draw  no 
more  than  ten  feet  water.  The  trade  hither  is  engrossed  by  tlie 
saints  of  New  England,  who  carry  off  a  great  deal  of  tobacco, 
without  troubling  themselves  witli  paying  the  impertinent  duty  of 
a  penny  a  pound."*  Tliis  statement  establishes  the  fact  of  North 
Carolina's  trade  with  New  England,  by  means  of  the  small  craft  of 
the  latter ;  but  all  the  contemporaneous  authorities,  and  even  the 
statements  of  Col.  Byrd  himself  in  other  parts  of  his  manuscript, 
conclusively  show  that  he  is  in  error  when  he  represents  that  trade 

»  Byrd'8  Westover  MSS.,  p.  25.'  "  Importance  of  the  Plantations,"  p.  72. 
«  Lawson's  Hist.  N.  C,  p.  88.  '  Westover  MSS.,  p.  12. 
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as  having  been  "  engrossed"  by  the  New  England  men.  Tlie  larger 
portion  of  Carolina  tobacco  was  then,  as  it  has  ever  since  been, 
shipped  through  the  ports  of  Virginia.  A  tract  pnnted  at  London 
in  1731,  entitled,  "  Tlie  Importance  of  the  British  Plantations  in 
America,"  and  written  by  a  merchant  who  had  spent  many  years 
in  tliis  hemisphere,  ti*ading  in  various  parts  of  it,  thus  speaks  on 
this  subject :  "  The  trade  of  this  colony  [Xorth  Carolina]  is  very 
considerable,  and  takes  off  all  sorts  of  our  manufactures,  though 
not  all  of  them  directly  from  Britain.  The  people  of  New  England 
drive  a  great  trade  here,  whence  they  carry  pitch,  tar,  turpentine, 
pork,  deer-skins,  Borae  tobacco^  and  sometimes  Indian  corn ;  all 
which  enables  New  England  to  make  us  remittances  with  part, 
and  the  rest  is  sent  to  the  sugar  islands :  t\\Q  principal  part  of  the 
tobacco  produced  in  this  province  is  sent  to  us  by  the  Virginia 
ships  which  lie  in  Nansemond  River."  *  An  examination  of  the 
custom-house  books  of  Port  Roanoke  has  shown  us  that,  exclusive 
of  the  tobacco  exported  by  the  Virginia  ships,  the  average  annual 
amount  sent  to  New  England,  New  York,  South  Carolina,  and  the 
West  Indies,  by  coasters,  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  was  but  between 
four  and  five  tliousand  pounds.  Tlie  province,  however,  made  an- 
nually a  great  deal  more  than  that,  all  of  which  found  its  way  to 
the  sea  through  Virginia. 

But  beside  the  tobacco  and  articles  of  food  which  we  have  enu- 
merated, the  planters  of  Carolina  made  and  exported  no  inconsid- 
erable quantity  of  naval  stores  and  lumber.  Tar,  pitch,  turpen- 
tine, rosin,  masts,  yards,  planks,  boards,  staves,  cypress  shingles, 
pine  lumber,  and  timber  of  divers  sorts,  are  enumerated  by  Law- 
son  as  articles  of  export.  Beside  these,  he  mentions  as  among  the 
products  of  the  plantations,  hemp,  flax,  barley,  oats,  buckwheat, 
tallow,  wax,  cheese,  butter,  and  fruits.  In  short,  the  country  was 
good  and  productive  enough,  "There  cannot," says  Lawson,  *'  be 
a  richer  soil,  no  place  abounding  more  in  flesh  and  fowl,  both 
wild  and  tame,  beside  fish,  fruit,  grain,  cider,  &c.,  together  with 
several  other  necessaries  for  life  and  trade."*  "  Surely,"  says  Col. 
Byrd,  "  there  is  no  place  in  the  world  where  the  inhabitants  live 
with  less  labor  than  in  North  Carolina.     Indian  com  is  of  so  great 

'  "  Importance  of  the  Plantations,"  pp.  71,  72.  «  Lawaon's  Hist.  N.  C,  p.  164. 
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increase,  that  a  little  pains  will  subsist  a  very  large  family  with 
bread ;  and  then  they  may  have  meat  without  any  pains  at  all,  by 
the  help  of  the  low  grounds,  and  the  great  variety  of  mast  that 
grows  on  the  high  land."  And  again :  "  The  air  is  so  mild  and 
the  soil  so  fruitful,  that  very  little  labor  is  required  to  fill  their 
stomachs,  especially  where  the  woods  afford  such  plenty  of 
game."^ 

It  may,  perhaps,  surprise  the  reader  to  find  that  even  at  this 
early  period  cottan  was  one  of  the  cultivated  products  of  North 
Carolina ;  yet  both  Lawson  and  Byrd  assure  us  that  such  was  the 
fact.^  Thi&  plant,  however,  was  not  then  the  important  article  it 
is  now.  Its  export  was  not  the  chief  reliance  in  the  payment  of 
the  foreign  debt  of  the  United  States,  nor  did  it  give  employment 
to  thousands  of  operatives  in  old  and  New  England.  Another 
plant  cultivated  by  our  ancestore  was  indigo,  which  the  writer  can 
testify,  from  personal  observation,  will  thrive  well  in  the  eastern 
section  of  the  State.  Its  culture  was  discontinued  there,  because 
its  fermentation  proved  so  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  laborers 
in  its  preparation  for  market.  The  tar  that  has  been  spoken  of 
was  made  then  by  the  same  process  as  it  is  now,  from  the  "  light- 
wood"  of  the  long-leaved  pine.  The  market  for  it  was  Norfolk  or 
Nansemond  River.  Byrd  informs  us  that  from  the  method  of 
manufacturing  it,  it  was  said  to  burn  the  cordage  to  which  it  was 
applied,  and  therefore  to  be  less  valuable  for  that  purpose  than 
the  Russian  or  Swedish  tar.  For  all  other  uses  it  was  quite  as 
good  as  that  from  Northern  Europe.'  Leaving  now  the  depart- 
ment of  agriculture  proper,  we  proceed  to  speak  of  the  industrial 
and  mechanical  arts  that  existed  among  the  people ;  and  will  com- 
mence with  those  practised  by  the  females  on  the  plantatiohs. 

It  is  a  fact  creditable  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  women  of 
Carolina,  during  the  proprietary  times,  that  all  the  contempora- 
neous writers  bear  strong  testimony  to  their  habits  of  industry 
and  virtue.  In  some  instances  they  did  the  larger  portion  of  the 
work  of  the  household,  not  only  within  doors,  but  also  without. 
When  a  woman  was  blessed  with  a  good  husband,  she  soon  made 

»  Westover  MSS.,  pp.  27,  87.  «  Luwson,  164.    Byrd,  Westover  MSS.,  p.  20. 

»  Westover  MSS.,  p.  27. 
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all  about  her  wear  a  cheerful  aspect.  Col.  Byrd  incidentally  pre- 
sents us  with  two  pictures  strongly  contrasted,  and  oflfering  to  our 
view  the  two  extremes  of  woman's  condition  in  the  province  at 
that  day.  He  thus  describes  the  home  of  a  Mr.  Kinchin,  at  whose 
house  he  sojourned  for  a  time  when  engaged  in  running  the  bound- 
ary line : 

"  By  the  benefit  of  a  little  pains  and  good  management^  this 
worthy  magistrate  lives  in  much  affluence.  Amongst  other  in- 
stances of  his  industry,  he  had  planted  a  good  orchard,  which  is 
not  common  in  that  indolent  climate;  nor  is  it  at  all  strange 
that  such  improvident  people,  who  take  no  thought  for  the  mor- 
row, should  save  themselves  the  trouble  to  make  improvements 
that  will  not  pay  them  for  several  years  to  come.  It  is  an  obser- 
vation which  rarely  fails  of  being  true,  both  in  Virginia  and  Caro- 
lina, that  those  who  take  care  to  plant  good  orchards,  are,  in  their 
general  characters,  industrious  people.  This  held  good  in  our 
landlord,  who  had  many  houses  built  on  his  plantation,  and  every 
one  kept  in  decent  repair.  His  wife,  too,  was  tidy,  his  furniture 
clean,  his  pewter  bright,  and  nothing  seemed  to  be  wanting  to 
make  his  home  comfortable."  ^ 

And  now  he  lets  us  see  a  very  different  picture : 
*^The  men,  for  their  parts,  just  like  the  Indians,  impose  all  the 
work  upon  the  poor  women.  Tliey  make  their  wives  rise  out  of 
their  beds  early  in  the  morning,  at  the  same  time  that  they  lie  and 
snore  till  the  sun  has  risen  one  third  of  his  course,  and  dispersed 
all  the  unwholesome  damps.  Then,  after  stretching  and  yawning 
for  half  an  hour,  they  light  their  pipes,  and,  under  the  protection 
of  a  cloud  of  smoke,  venture  out  into  the  open  air ;  though  if  it 
happen*  to  be  never  so  little  cold,  they  quickly  return  shivering 
into  the  chimney-corner.  When  the  weather  is  mild,  they  stnnd 
leaning  with  both  their  arms  upon  the  cornfield  fence,  and  gravely 
consider  whether  they  had  best  go  and  take  a  small  heat  at  the 
hoe ;  but  generally  find  reasons  to  put  it  off  till  another  time. 
Thus  they  loiter  away  their  lives,  like  Solomon's  sluggard,  with 
their  arms  across,  and,  at  the  winding  up  of  the  year,  scarcely 
have  bread  to  eat."^    Tlie  cause  of  tliis  indolence  our  author  de- 

» Westover  MSS.,  pp.  38,  34.  »  Ibid.,  pp.  27,  28. 
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clares  to  be  "  plenty  and  a  warm  sun.  *  *  *  Provisions  here" 
(says  he)  "  are  extremely  cheap  and  extremely  good,  so  that  peo- 
ple may  live  plentifully  at  a  trifling  expense." ' 

There  must,  however,  be  some  allowance  made  for  the  disposition 
of  this  author  to  caricature  every  thing  that  was  reprehensible  in 
Carolina.  With  a  basis  of  truth,  his  statements  are  not  unfrequently 
somewhat  colored  by  exaggeration.  No  doubt  the  men  were,  i\b 
to  many  of  them,  incorrigibly  lazy,  and  no  doubt  the  women 
worked  hard.  Wliether,  however,  these  characteristics  were  illus- 
trated by  precisely  such  details  as  he  has  given,  may  well  be  ques- 
tioned. However  indolent  the  white  man  may  have  been,  it  was 
easy  for  him  to  find  a  substitute  for  his  own  labor,  without  always 
imposing  the  burden  on  his  wife ;  and  indeed,  as  to  some  kinds  of 
work,  it  is  certain  the  woman  could  not  have  performed  it  at  all. 
She  could  not  clear  the  land.  Lawson  tells  the  story  probably 
with  more  accuracy  in  its  minute  particulars,  and  shows  a  substi- 
tuted and  easily  procurable  labor,  better  than  that  of  the  women. 
"  With  prudent  management,  I  can  aflSrm,  by  experience,  not  by 
hearsay,  that  any  person,  with  a  small  beginning,  may  live  very 
comfortably,  and  not  only  provide  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  but  like- 
wise for  those  that  are  to  succeed  him ;  provisions  being  ver}^  plen- 
tiful, and  of  good  variety,  to  accommodate  genteel  housekeeping. 
And  the  neighboring  Indians  are  friendly,  and,  in  many  cases, 
serviceable  to  us,  in  making  wares  [weirs]  to  catch  fish  in,  for  a 
small  matter,  which  proves  of  great  advantage  to  large  families, 
because  those  engines  take  great  quantities  of  many  sorts  of  fish 
that  are  good  and  nourishing.  Some  of  tliem  hunt  and  fowl  for 
us,  at  reasonable  rates, — the  country  being  as  plentifully  provided 
with  all  sorts  of  game  as  any  part  of  America.  The  poorer  sort  of 
planters  often  get  them  to  plant  for  tkem^  by  hiring  them  for  that 
season,  or  for  so  much  work,  which  commonly  comes  very  reason- 
able."' But  there  was  an  abundance  of  occupation  for  the  wo- 
men, of  another  kind,  and  far  more  appropriate  than  planting. 
The  spinning-wheel,  the  loom,  and  the  knitting-needle  were  all  put 
in  requisition,  and  actively  employed.  The  cotton  of  the  country 
was  mixed  with  the  wool  from  their  own  flocks,  and,  though  the 

»  Werttovor  MSS.,  p.  29.  2  Lawson's  Hist,  of  N.  C,  p.  86. 
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fabric  was  not  of  the  finest,  yet  it  served  for  outer  garments,  and 
whole  families  were  thus  clad.  The  flax- wheel  also  was  busy ; 
and  the  plant  itself,  as  Col.  Byrd  states,  was  "  as  fine  as  any  in  the 
world."'  "  The  women,"  says  Lawson,  " are  tlie'most  industrious 
sex  in  that  place,  and,  by  their  good  housewifery,  make  a  great 
deal  of  cloth  of  their  own  cotton,  wool,  and  flax ;  some  of  them 
keeping  their  families  (though  large)  very  decently  apparelled, 
both  with  linens  and  woollens,  so  that  they  have  no  occasion  to 
run  into  the  merchant's  debt,  or  lay  their  money  out  on  stores  for 
clothing."  2 

The  products  of  the  dairy,  too,  were  all  the  results  of  female 
labor.  We  have  seen  that  butter  and  cheese  were  both  made,  and 
the  former  in  sufficient  quantities  to  afford  a  portion  of  it  to  the 
market  in  Virginia.  There  was  also  an  occupation,  not  properly 
belonging  to  woman,  in  which  our  female  ancestors  were  not  un- 
skilled. They  all  lived  near  or  on  the  water :  the  necessities  of 
their  position  taught  them  to  manage  boats ;  and,  incidentally,  the 
fact  appears  from  some  of  our  early  materials  for  this  history,  that 
a  woman  would  leap  into  one  of  the  light  canoes  of  the  country 
with  as  little  hesitation  as  a  man,  and  propel  the  skiff  with  a  vigor 
and  skill  quite  equal  to  that  of  her  husband.  Thus  we  learn  from 
the  journal  of  George  Fox,  that  on  one  occasion,  when  he  could 
not  bring  his  boat  to  shore,  the  wife  of  the  secretary  of  tlie  prov- 
ince, seeing  his  condition  from  the  land,  immediately  stepped  into 
a  lighter  craft  and  went  to  his  rescue.* 

Of  the  trades  and  occupations  exercised  by  men  in  Carolina, 
during  the  rule  of  the  lords  proprietors,  our  infonnation  must 
necessarily  be  gleaned  from  various  sources,  in  which  an  inci- 
dental remark  only  shows  us  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  this  or 
tliat  mechanical  calling.  No  writer  of  that  early  period  has  taken 
the  pains  distinctly  to  chronicle  for  us  the  successive  introduction 
of  the  various  species  of  handicrafts,  that  casual  observations,  both 
in  print  and  manuscript,  bring  to  our  notice  as  existing  in  the  prov- 
ince. We  have,  consequently,  to  gather  as  best  we  miiy,  from 
different  quarters,  the  materials  for  constructing  this  part  of  our  stojy. 

»  Westover  MSS.,  pp.  20,  21. 

*  Lawson's  History  of  North  Carolina,  p.  84. 

*  George  Fox%  Journal,  Philadelphia  edition,  1882,  p.  450 
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Carpentering. — It  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that  those  who  first 
forced  their  way  into  the  wilderness  of  Carolina,  would  fail  to  take 
with  them,  if  it  were  possible  to  procure  him,  an  artisan  so  impor- 
tant as  the  carpenter.  The  first  structures  indeed  which  they  reared 
were  rude  enough,  and  required  but  little  skill  beyond  that  possess- 
ed by  every  woodman  to  whom  the  axe  was  a  familiar  implement. 
The  log-cabin  of  that  day  was  very  much  such  an  edifice  as  the 
western  emigrant  now  rears  for  himself  on  the  frontiers  of  civiliza- 
tion. "  Most  of  the  houses  in  this  part  of  the  country"  (says  Col. 
Byrd)  "  are  log  houses,  covered  with  pine  or  cypress  shingles, 
three  feet  long  and  one  broad.  They  are  hung  upon  laths  with 
pegs,  and  their  doors  too  turn  upon  wooden  hinges,  and  have 
wooden  locks  to  secure  them,  so  that  the  building  is  finished  with- 
out nails  or  other  iron  work."^  The  fence  which  surrounded  this 
humble  homestead  was  as  simple  and  primitive  as  the  house,  and 
as  little  indebted  to  iron.  The  native  of  Southeastern  Virginia, 
and  of  both  the  Carolinas,  will  recognize  it,  at  once,  as  a  familiar 
acquaintance.  It  is  our  wattled  "  pale  fence,"  so  frequently  seen, 
even  at  this  day,  around  the  yards  and  gai-dens  of  our  humbler 
dwellings  in  the  country.  "  They  also  set  up  their  pales  without 
any  nails  at  all,  and  indeed  more  securely  than  those  that  ai-e 
nailed.  There  are  three  rails  mortised  into  the  posts,  the  lowest 
of  which  serves  as  a  sill  with  a  groove  in  the  middle,  big  enough 
to  receive  the  end  of  the  pales :  the  middle  part  of  the  pale  rests 
against  the  inside  of  the  next  rail,  and  the  top  of  it  is  brought  for- 
ward to  the  outside  of  the  uppermost.  Such  wreathing  of  the 
pales,  in  and  out,  makes  them  stand  firm,  and  much  harder  to 
unfix  than  when  nailed  in  the  ordinary  way."^ 

But  though  the  carpenter  aided  but  little  in  these  humble  con- 
structions, yet  his  skill  was  put  in  requisition  for  the  plain  furniture 
that  was  necessary.  He  built  the  comer  cupboard,  and  made  the 
table,  the  bedstead,  and  the  stools,  and,  most  important  of  all,  the 
loom  with  which  the  unaspiring  edifice  was  garnished. 

But  more  ambitious  residences  soon  required  his  skill,  and  the 
framed  houses  of  the  better  classes  gradually  arose  as  the  importa- 
tions* of  glass  and  hardware  from  England,  and  the  more  northern 

»  Westover  MSS.,  p.  28.  « Ibid.,  p.  29. 
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colonies,  furnished  the  materials  for  their  construction.  Among 
the  articles  of  export  to  the  West  Indies  enumerated  by  Lawson, 
the  reader  will  remember  boards  and  plank :  and  these  seem  to 
imply  the  existence  of  the  saw-mill  in  the  province ;  for  it  is  not 
probable  that,  if  sawed  by  manual  labor,  any  surplus  would  have 
been  furnished  for  exportation.  If  tliis  important  invention  had 
been  thus  early  introduced  into  the  province,  it  is  woilliy  of  notice ; 
for  it  was,  at  that  day,  not  only  a  novel  but  also  an  unpopular  im- 
provement in  England.  Beckmann  informs  us,  in  his  history  of 
inventions,  that  when  attempts  were  made  to  introduce  the  saw- 
mill into  the  mother  country,  they  were  violently  opposed,  because 
it  was  feared  that  the  hand-sawyers  would  thereby  be  deprived  of 
their  means  of  living.  Hence,  it  was  found  necessary  to  abandon 
a  saw-mill  erected  near  London,  by  a  Dutchman,  in  1663.  And 
even  as  late  as  1700,  the  populace  would  not  permit  the  erection 
of  a  saw-mill;  nor  did  the  prejudice  against  them  entirely  cease 
for  years  afterward.  In  1767,  a  mob  destroyed  one  at  Limehouse, 
but  it  was  immediately  rebuilt,  and  was  permitted  to  work  after- 
ward without  molestation.*  We  cannot  say  with  certainty  that  the 
American  provincials  were  so  far  in  advance  of  the  English  com- 
mon people  as  to  appreciate,  before  them,  the  value  of  this  impor- 
tant improvement ;  but  it  seems  probable,  and  is  to  be  accoimted 
for  by  the  actual  wants  of  their  condition,  as  they  advanced  step 
by  step  in  tlieir  hard  task  of  subduing  a  wilderness  and  adding  by 
slow  degrees  to  their  comforts. 

Brick  and  Tile  Making. — ^We  learn  from  Lawson  that  in  his 
•day  very  good  bricks  and  tiles  were  made.  In  building  with 
hrick,  the  lime  used  was  obtained  from  burning  the  oyster-shells, 
of  which  large  deposits  were  found  on  the  coast  at  various  places. 
It  was  known  that  there  was  limestone  in  the  interior,  but  it  was 
most  convenient  probably  to  use  the  shells.^  The  chimneys  of  the 
better  class  of  houses,  as  well  as  ovens,  were  built  of  brick.  In- 
deed, a  brick  chimney  was  a  mark  of  gentility  in  its  owner. 

Masons. — Both  stone  and  brick  masonry  were  executed  in  the 
province,  not  very  long  atter  its  settlement;  and,  like  the  car- 
penter, the  mason  was  much  too  necessary  a  mechanic  to  be 

'  Beckinanu's  Hist,  of  Inventions,  Bohn^s  ed.,  vol.  i.  p.  229.  <  Lawson,  p.  82. 
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long  dispensed  with.  On  him,  also,  devolved  the  work  of  the 
plasterer. 

TiiE  Smith. — ^We  have  abundant  evidence  of  his  early  presence 
in  the  province,  though  the  iron  which  he  wrought  was  all,  at 
first,  brought  from  abroad.  Tlie  division  of  labor  which  in  older 
countries  characterizes  this  branch  of  mechanical  art,  did  not  ob- 
tain in  Carolina.  The  smith  who  made  or  repaired  the  implement 
of  husbandry,  was  equally  skilful  in  mending  the  gun-lock  or 
making  a  hinge.  So  valuable  was  this  artisan  to  the  neighbor- 
hood, that  we  find  on  the  records  of  the  council,  during  the  Indian 
war  of  1711,  representations  made  from  a  neighborhood  of  the  in- 
dispensable need  of  the  blacksmith  in  the  settlement,  and  a  conse- 
quent special  order  that  he  should  be  exempt  from  military  duty, 
that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  march  against  the  savages,  and 
thus  deprive  the  people  of  his  important  services.  And  in  con- 
nection with  the  article  of  iron,  so  abundant  in  our  coimtry,  we 
may  here  remark,  in  passing,  that  the  legislation  of  tlie  mother 
country  on  tliis  subject  furnishes  but  another  instance  of  the 
tender  care  she  manifested  toward  the  colonies.  Pig  and  bar 
iron  were  allowed  to  be  sent  from  the  colonies  to  England,  by  a 
statute  passed  in  1750 ;  but  the  act  prohibited  the  erection,  in  any 
of  the  plantations,  of  any  "  mill  or  other  engine  for  slitting  or  roll- 
ing of  iron,  or  any  plating  forge  to  work  with  a  tilt-hammer,  or 
any  furnace  for  making  steel."  ^  The  cause  of  this  was  the  policy, 
systematically  pursued  by  England,  of  preventing  the  colonies 
from  establishing  manufactures,  lest  they  might  interfere  with 
those  of  the  mother  country. 

Tanning. — ^The  abundance  of  wild  animals  in  the  country  sug- 
gested, from  the  first,  the  importance  of  making  useful  the  skins  of 
those  killed  by  the  early  settlers.  And  here  the  English  took,  as 
in  some  other  cases,  a  lesson  from  the  Indians.  They  adopted  the 
savage  mode  of  tanning  and  dressing  deer-skins.  The  chief  in- 
gredient they  used  was  the  brain  of  the  animal  itself.^  Under  the 
tuition  of  the  Indians,  they  learned  to  convert  the  skin  into  the  soft 
pliable  material  which  fitted  it  to  be  made  into  garments,  and  it 
soon  became  a  common  article  in  the  apparel  of  the  woodman. 

>  Anderson's  Hist,  of  Commeroe,  vol.  Ui.  p.  564.  >  Weatover  HSS.,  p.  77. 
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Tlie  abundance  of  bark  made  it  easy,  at  but  little  expense,  to  es- 
tablish tanneries,  and  we  have  evidence  of  the  existence  of  several 
at  an  early  period.  The  leather  made  from  the  skin  of  tlie  buflFalo 
is  mentioned  by  Col.  Byrd,*  who,  by  the  way,  remarks  that,  treat- 
ed by  the  ordinary  process,  it  made  but  an  indifferent  sole-leather. 
But  the  hides  of  the  common  cattle  were  so  abimdant,  that  after 
supplying  tlie  tanneries,  to  an  extent  that  met  the  wants  of  the 
countrj',  there  was  a  residue  remaining  for  exportation,  and,  in 
truth,  leather  itself  sometimes  was  shipped  to  the  sister  colonies. 
Indeed,  we  doubt  whether  any  manufactory  in  the  province  was 
more  common  than  that  of  leather.  A  contemporary  who  spoke 
from  personal  observation  thus  expresses  himself:  "A  hide  is 
made  into  leather  in  half  the  time  in  those  parts  that  it  can  be 
done  here :  the  bark  is  of  no  value,  for  any  one  has  it  for  fetch- 
ing, which  cannot  be  at  any  great  distance  in  any  of  our  settle- 
ments :  all  the  materials  for  a  tan-yard  are  of  an  inconsiderable 
value  to  what  they  are  here — the  plank  and  timber  being  not  half 
the  price  that  it  is  here ;  places  convenient  for  such  business  are 
easily  obtained — ^you  may  rent  one  for  less  than  half  the  price 
that  such  a  place  can  be  had  here."' 

The  Shoemaker. — ^This  individual  was  also  quite  an  early  in- 
habitant of  the  province,  and  sometimes  blended  his  calling  with 
that  of  the  tanner.  He  appears  to  have  been,  too,  a  worker  in 
leather  in  general,  as  he  was  the  maker  of  the  common  harness 
and  saddles  of  the  country.  A  writer  of  the  times  informs  us,  that 
in  all  the  continental  colonies  the  number  of  shoemakers  was 
greater  than  that  of  the  smiths  and  weavers  combined.  Tlie 
leather  they  used  was  all  home-made.  The  tanners  were  far  more 
numerous  than  the  weavers.* 

The  Tailor. — ^We  have  already  spoken  of  the  domestic  cloth 
woven  by  the  industrious  housewives  of  the  country,  which  was 
for  the  most  part,  as  we  apprehend,  wrought  by  their  skill  into 
garments.  But  cloths  from  England  were  also  imported  for  the 
use  of  the  more  wealthy,  and  among  these  the  tailor  found  em- 
ployment ;  though  we  should  suppose  scarcely  suflScient  to  afford 
constant  occupation.    The  demands  of  fashion,  we  may  well  be- 

»  Westover  MSS.,  p.  81.  «  Importance  of  the  Plantations,  pp.  81-8. 

*  Ibid.,  pp.  80-1. 
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lieve,  were  not  very  exacting  in  the  rude  state  of  early  Carolina 
society ;  and  the  rustic  bean  of  that  day  might  sport  a  garment  of 
antiquated  cut,  without  forfeiture  of  his  position  as  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  provincial  ton.  The  tailor  might,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  boldly  affirm  that  his  most  hideous  vestimental 
atrocities  were  perfectly  a  la  mode.  No  fashionable  gentleman 
from  London  or  Paris  was  there  to  contradict  him ;  and  if  the 
garment  was  mippo%ed  to  be  conformable  to  the  most  approved 
cut,  for  the  nonce,  it  answered  all  the  purposes  of  the  most  exact 
resemblance. 

The  Hattes. — ^Very  good  hats  were  made  in  North  Carolina, 
as  well  as  in  other  provinces  ;^  but  it  was  soon  feared  that  the 
manufacture  might  affect  injuriously  that  of  England,  and,  of 
course,  a  royal  veto  was  put  upon  their  importation  into  the  king- 
dom ;  and,  finally,  the  manufacture  itself  was  prohibited. 

Coopering. — ^The  exportation  of  naval  stores  very  soon  brought 
into  requisition  the  labors  of  the  cooper;  and  among  the  early 
enactments  may  be  found  a  law  regulating  the  size  and  quality  of 
barrels  for  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  and  rosin.  Lawson  lets  us  know 
that  the  material  chiefly  used  for  making  barrels  was  the  oak,  red 
and  white.^  The  cypress  was  appropriated  to  household  vessels.  In 
connection  with  the  work  of  the  cooper,  we  may  not  improperly 
speak  of  the  preparation  of  the  naval  stores  which  called  for  his 
labor.  Such  preparation,  if  not  strictly  a  trade,  was  still  one  of 
the  industrial  arts  of  the  country. 

As  to  the  mode  of  constructing  the  kiln  and  extracting  the  tar, 
the  account  given  by  contemporaries  shows  it  to  have  been  that 
with  which  we  are  at  this  day  all  familiar ;  nor  does  any  alteration 
seem  to  have  been  made  in  the  manner  of  obtaining  the  turpen- 
tine, by  "  boxing." 

Smp-BuiLDiNG. — ^The  construction  of  small  boats,  canoes,  &c., 
commenced  with  the  first  settlement ;  and,  indeed,  from  the  abun- 
dance of  streams  and  absence  of  roads,  was  indispensable.  It  had 
been  easy  for  the  first  colonists  to  learn,  if  they  were  ignorant,  a 
lesson  from  the  Indians,  in  the  construction  of  the  canoe.  The 
savage  contrived,  even  with  his  imperfect  tools,  of  which  the  best 

>  ImporUnce  of  the  Plantations,  p.  80.  «  Lawson's  mat.  N.  C,  p.  92. 
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was  a  small  hatchet  or  tomahawk,  to  fell  the  large  cypress  or  pop- 
lar, and  by  the  aid  of  fire  added  to  his  imperfect  implements,  to 
hollow  out  the  trimk  and  convert  it  into  a  mde  boat  sufficient  for 
his  purposes.  But  the  colonists  coming  from  Virginia  brought 
with  them  not  only  the  knowledge  of  all  that  had  there  been 
learned  by  the  intercourse,  for  half  a  century,  of  Englishmen 
with  the  Indians,  but  also  such  tools  as  were  requisite  to  exe- 
cute all  necessary  mechanical  work.  The  European  soon  made  of 
the  cypress  something  more  than  a  common  small  canoe.  Lawson 
thus  writes :  "  Of  these  great  trees,  the  pereaugers  and  canoes  are 
scooped  and  made ;  which  sort  of  vessels  are  chiefly  to  pass  over 
the  rivers,  creeks,  and  bays,  and  to  transport  goods  and  lumber 
from  one  river  to  another.  Some  are  so  large  as  to  carry  thirty 
barrels,  though  of  one  entire  piece  of  timber.  Others  that  are 
split  down  the  bottom,  and  a  piece  added  thereto,  will  carry  eighty 
or  an  hundred.  Several  have  gone  out  of  our  inlets,  on  the  ocean,- 
to  Virginia,  laden  with  pork  and  other  produce  of  the  country. 
Of  these  trees,  curious  boats  for  pleasure  may  be  made,  and  other 
necessary  craft.  Some  years  ago,  a  foolish  man  in  Albemarle  and 
his  son  had  got  one  of  these  canoes  decked.  She  held,  as  I  take 
it,  sixteen  barrels.  He  brought  her  to  the  collector's  to  be  cleared 
for  Barhadoes }  but  the  officer  took  him  for  a  man  that  had  lost 
his  senses,  and  argued  the  danger  and  impossibility  of  performing 
such  a  voyage  in  a  hollow  tree ;  but  the  fellow  would  hearken  to 
no  advice  of  that  kind,  till  the  gentleman  told  him,  if  he  did  not 
value  his  own  life,  he  valued  his  reputation  and  honesty,  and  so 
flatly  refused  clearing  him ;  upon  which  the  canoe  was  sold,  and 
I  think  remains  in  being  still."* 

But  from  a  very  early  period,  vessels  requiring  more  skill  in 
their  construction  than  these  cypress  canoes  were  built  in  North 
Carolina.  It  will  be  remembered  that  on  obtaining  their  second 
grant,  in  1665,  the  lords  proprietors  made  great  eflTorts  to  procure 
colonists  from  various  places.  In  1666,  a  number  of  settlers  came 
from  Bermuda,  and,  planting  themselves  on  Pasquotank  River, 
employed  themselves  as  ship-builders.  To  what  extent  they  car- 
ried on  their  work,  we  cannot  say  with  certainty,  though  the 

1  Lftwson's  Hist.  N.  C,  pp.  06,  97. 
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custom-house  returns  of  Port  Roanoke,  during  the  proprietary 
times,  show  a  fair  proportion  of  "  plantation  built"  vessels.  Some 
of  these  may,  however,  have  been  built  in  other  American  colonies 
than  Carolina.  The  probabilities  are,  that  most  of  them  were  built 
in  Albemarle,  as  they  are  of  small  tonnage,  and  adapted  to  the 
navigation  of  our  sounds ;  while  in  the  other  colonies,  which  con- 
structed larger  vessels,  it  was  usual,  when  such  craft  went  on  voy- 
ages to  the  West  India  islands  or  Europe,  to  make  the  vessel  a  pai-t 
of  the  adventure,  and  sell  her  as  well  as  the  cargo.  Some  New 
England  sloops  of  light  draft  of  water  were  built  expressly  for  the 
Carolina  trade,  and  were  regularly  seen  within  our  limits;  but 
with  the  exception  of  these,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  all  other 
"  plantation  built"  vessels  on  our  custom-house  books  were  con- 
structed within  our  own  borders. 

The  material  was  so  abundant  and  good  for  the  trade  of  the  ship- 
builder, that,  save  for  want  of  depth  of  water,  we  cannot  but  be- 
lieve this  branch  of  mechanical  art  would  have  been  the  most 
important  in  the  colony,  and  no  larger  or  better  plantation  ships 
would  have  been  built  than  those  of  Carolina.  Lawson,  in  speak- 
ing of  our  varieties  of  oak,  informs  us  that  the  white,  scaly-bark, 
and  Spanish  oaks  were  much  used  in  ship-building.  The  best  spe- 
cies, however,  and  that  most  sought,  was  what  he  calls  the  white- 
iron  or  ring  oak ;  this  was  very  durable,  and  though  less  so  than 
the  live-oak,  was  preferred,  because  it  afforded  planks  of  consider- 
able length.  But  this  latter  was  invaluable  for  knees  and  timbers. 
The  pines  afforded  masts  and  spars  of  the  best  quality,  while  from 
the  same  source  was  obtained  tar  for  the  cordage.  Canvas  and 
rope  were  for  the  most  part  imported ;  and  as  to  the  iron  work, 
which  might  all  have  been  made  at  home,  a  part  only  was  forged 
in  Carolina,  as  the  selfishness  of  the  mother  country  prohibited  the 
making  of  anchors  and  other  heavy  articles. 

The  reader  has  now  before  him  all  of  moment  that  we  have 
discovered  touching  the  agriculture  and  mechanic  arts  of  the 
country. 
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Majesty's  Customs. 


Letter  from  Robert  Holdbn,  Collector  of  Carolina,  to  the  Commis- 
sioners OF  Customs  :  dated  Boston,  June  15,  1679. 

[IVom  Chalmbbs'  MSS.  in  Mb.  Banoboft's  coUedum,] 

Mat  rr  plbabb  toub  Honobs: 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  in  order  to  my  passing  for  the  county 
of  Albemarle,  in  the  province  of  Carolina,  having  received  from  your  Honors 
commission  and  instructions  for  the  collection  of  his  majesty's  customs,  hav- 
ing received  divers  informations  tending  to  my  place  there,  and  the  frauds 
used  by  the  traders  hereabout,  to  be  transported  thence  to  this  place  and 
elsewhere, — it  is  my  duty  to  give  information  of  all  affairs  thereunto  relating. 

About  half  a  dozen  traders  of  this  place,  with  their  complices,  receive  the 
greatest  part  of  the  product  of  North  Carolina  in  the  county  of  Albemarle 
annually,  and  by  a  person  whom,  through  their  interest  with  the  people, 
they  have  factiously  made  one  Mr.  Culpepper  (a  gentleman  I  know  not) 
the  collector  of  his  majesty's  customs ;  by  which  means  they  and  he  played 
such  notorious  pranks,  with  the  specious  pretences  of  doing  justice  and  pre- 
serving the  king's  rights,  that  a  people  and  customs'  treasure  were  never 
more  infatuated,  cheated,  and  exhausted  by  the  current,  lately  received 
stamp  in  these  parts  of  New  England  Christian  policy. 

Robert  Holden. 

They  send  the  tobacco  everywhere,  under  the  notion  of  its  being  fish. 
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OHAPTEE  IV. 

NAVIGATION   AND  TRADE. 

If  the  only  subject  which  in  this  chapter  invites  remark  were 
the  actual  trade  of  the  province,  on  the  land  and  by  water,  it 
would  scarce  deserve  distinct  consideration.  It  is  obvious  enough 
that  the  amount  of  its  direct  traffic,  of  all  kinds,  must  necessarily 
have  been  small.  And  yet,  small  as  that  traffic  was,  in  our  story 
it  becomes  important  to  consider  it  somewhat  in  detail,  because  of 
its  intimate  relation  to  other  topics  and  interests  which  materially 
affected  the  prosperity,  progress,  and,  indeed,  existence  of  the 
province.  To  understand  thoroughly  our  history,  alike  in  causes 
and  events,  up  to  the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  we  must 
here  turn  for  a  time  to  the  other  hemisphere,  and  inform  ourselves 
of  the  condition  of  European  conamerce,  and  especially  that  of 
England,  at  this  period  of  our  early  annals.  We  must  know 
something  of  the  commercial  policy  of  the  mother  country  in 
her  various  navigation  acts.  Of  these,  therefore,  we  shall  speak 
first,  with  as  much  brevity  as  is  consistent  with  perspicuity. 

All  navigation  acts,  restricting  the  free  interchange  of  the  com- 
modities of  the  world  among  its  inhabitants,  are  in  their  origin 
obviously  born  of  human  setfishnesa.  Sometimes,  when  retalia- 
tory, they  take,  and  with  propriety,  the  milder  name  oi protection ; 
but  still  selfishness  lies  at  the  root,  and  makes  them  necessary. 
The  general  governing  principle  of  all  the  English  laws,  on  the 
subject  of  trade  with  the  American  plantations,  was  simply  this : 
that  the  colonies,  on  the  one  hand,  should  derive  all  their  supplies 
from  a  British  market  only  ;  and,  secondly,  should  export  all  that 
they  might  make  to  a  British  market  only.     If,  in  some  special 
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particulars,  English  legislation,  at  times,  slightly  deviates  from  a 
rigid  adherence  to  this  rule,  still,  on  close  examination,  there  will 
be  found  the  underlying  principle,  that  all  supplies  must  come 
from,  and  all  produce  go  to.  Great  Britain. 

The  fact  is,  that  after  America  was  settled  by  Englishmen,  par- 
liament considered  the  colonies  as  mere  plantoMons — ^portions  of 
a  foreign  country  employed  solely  for  the  trade  and  benefit  of 
England,  in  her  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests,  in  rais- 
ing certain  specified  commodities ;  the  exclusive  right  to  purchase 
which,  England  claimed  for  herself.  The  colonies  were  \hQ  farms 
of  the  mother  country  (so  she  supposed),  which  she  had  caused  to 
be  opened  and  cultivated  for  her  exclusive  use.  And,  strange  to 
say,  long  after  the  American  colonies  had  actually  grown  into  a 
degree  of  commercial  importance,  and  added  thousands  to  the 
revenue  of  the  crown,  England  never  entirely  outgrew  this  pre- 
posterous assumption  until  the  war  of  independence.  Her  mis- 
take was,  in  not  modifying  her  navigation  laws  to  keep  pace  with 
the  progress  of  her  American  possessions. 

But  the  selfish  spirit  which  prompted  these  laws  existed  long 
before  the  English  settlements  in  America.  The  first  English  act 
of  parliament  which  develops  it,  dates  as  far  back  as  1381,  when 
it  was  enacted  that,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  English 
sliipping,  none  of  the  king's  subjects  should  ship  goods,  out- 
ward or  homeward,  save  in  ships  belonging  to  the  king's  sub- 
jects, and  manned,  as  to  the  greater  part  of  the  crew,  by  English- 
men.* 

Again,  in  1390,  we  have  a  renewed  exhibition  of  the  same 
spirit,  in  the  law  declaring  that  all  English  merchants  should 
freight  in  English  ships  only.^ 

So,  too,  in  1485,  the  importation  into  England  of  wine  from 
Bordeaux,  or  of  woad  from  Toulouse,  was  prohibited  except  in 
English  vessels;  and  Lord  Bacon,  in  his  life  of  Henry  Vll.,  says 
the  king  did  this,  "  to  make  his  realm  potent  at  sea  as  well  as  by 
land."» 

And  thus  things  continued  until  1558,  when  this  law  was  modi- 
fied, and  the  importation  in  foreign  vessels  permitted,  on  the 

1  Stat.  6  Biohard  II.,  oh.  UL    English  statutes  at  laige. 

*  15  Biohard  II.,  oh.  vi.    SUts.  at  large.  *  1  Hen.  VII.,  oh.  viii. 
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ground  that  foreign  sovereigns  (as  might  have  been  anticipated) 
had  passed  similar  laws  in  their  dominions,  because  they  felt 
aggrieved  by  those  of  England.  But  this  seeming  relaxation 
of  the  gripe  of  selfishness  was  accompanied  with  an  enactment 
to  correct  the  fraud  of  certain  of  the  queen's  subjects  who  fre 
quently  entered  the  goods  of  aliens  as  their  own,  thus  evading 
double  duties  thereon.  The  law  now  enacted  that  whoever,  in 
time  of  peace,  and  when  no  restraint  was  put  upon  English  ves- 
sels, either  loaded  or  unloaded  any  merchandise  into  or  out  of  a 
foreign  ship,  and  whereof  the  master  and  majority  of  the  crew 
were  not  English  subjects,  should  pay  the  same  customs  as  aliens 
did.  This  was  virtually  a  re-enactment  of  the  navigation  law  that 
seemed  to  be  repealed.^ 

We  have  brought  tliese  early  English  laws  to  the  notice  of  the 
reader,  that  he  may  perceive  the  animus  that  always  influenced  the 
legislation  on  this  subject,  and  the  persistency  with  which  the 
mother  country,  for  centuries,  held  to  the  determination  not  to 
relax  her  vigilant  selfishness  as  to  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom. 
We  are  not  prepared,  however,  entirely  to  condemn  these  enact- 
ments, though  in  the  abstract  we  may  doubt  the  policy  of  restric- 
tions on  trade.  Our  English  forefather  could  do  no  otherwise  than 
take  the  world  as  they  found  it,  and  legislate  accordingly :  they 
sought  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  England,  even  as  other  nations 
were  acting  for  their  own  aggrandizement.  They  were  not  pre- 
pared to  sacrifice  themselves  to  a  romantic  generosity,  and  conse- 
quent impoverishing  policy,  in  behalf  of  foreign  people. 

But  now,  the  ever-varying  aspects  of  commerce  brought  on  the 
stage  a  class  which  was  not  composed  of  foreign  people.  The  im- 
pulse given  to  discovery  and  colonization,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
had  continued  with  progressive  regularity,  and  the  result  now  was, 
the  settlements  in  America  peopled  by  Englishmen.  Tlie  mother 
countiy  now  had  colonies^  and  the  question  naturally  arose,  Wliat 
should  be  the  laws  of  trade  with  them  f  Tliey  were  not  composed 
of  aliens  to  their  institutions  and  their  blood ;  how  were  they  to  be 
treated?  And  curious  enough  is  it  to  remark  tlie  fluctuation  of 
opinion  which  seems  to  have  attended  the  determination  of  the 

1  1  EIlz.,  ch.  xiii. 
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precise  relation  which  the  American  colonies  bore  to  the  mother 
country.  First,  the  land  occupied  was  assumed  to  be  the  king's 
private  property,  not  part  of  the  realm,  "  as  not  yet  annexed  to 
the  crown."  Presently,  parliament  put  in  a  claim  to  it,  for  the 
State^  and  consequently  asserted  a  right  of  jurisdiction  over  it ;  but 
parliament  was  told,  "  that  it  was  not  lit  to  make  laws  here  [in 
parliament]  for  those  countries  which  are  not  yet  annexed  to  the 
crown  /" — "  that  this  bill  is  not  proper  for  this  house,  as  it  con- 
cernetli  America ;" — that  it  was  doubtful  *'  whether  the  house  had 
jurisdiction  to  meddle  with  these  matters."^ 

The  king,  in  fact,  considered  the  lands  in  America  as  his  de- 
mesnes inpartihus  exteris  /  and  the  colonists  as  his  subjects,  living 
simply  in  these  his  foreign  possessions,  not  as  his  sheets  of  the 
State  or  realm.  It  was  on  this  principle  that  he  made  the  grants 
and  signed  the  charters  for  the  colonies.  And  it  is  not  difficult  to 
perceive  why  this  view  was  taken.  The  constitution  of  England 
at  that  day,  founded  on  the  feudal  system  as  it  was,  of  couree  ex- 
tended not  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  realm.  There  was  nothing 
in  its  nature  that  provided  for  such  things  as  colonies,  for  they 
were  no  part  of  the  feudal  system.  Before  lands  out  of  England 
could  be  made  part  of  the  realm,  and  of  its  property,  they  must  be 
formally  united  to  the  realm.  Until,  however,  this  was  done,  the 
lands  must  belong  to  somebody,  and  so  the  king  claimed  to  be  pro- 
prietor. 

As  such  proprietor  he  made  grants,  of  Carolina  for  instance,  and 
made  the  country  like  the  palatinate  of  Durham ;  this  was  the 
second  step  in  progress.  He  had  here  done  two  things :  first,  he 
had  parted  with  the  ownership  he  claimed,  and  the  lands  now  he- 
longed  not  to  him,  but  to  other  proprietors ;  secondly,  as  to  their 
occupants,  he  relinquished  every  right  he  had  over  them  save  that 
of  allegiance  to  his  person,  and  invested  them  with  such  rights 
(whatever  they  were)  as  belonged  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  palati- 
nate of  Durham.  And  this  created  new  complications  and  led  to 
fresh  fluctuations  of  opinion ;  for  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the 
king  had  given  away  by  far  too  much,  and  that  as  the  colonies 
grew  into  power  and  importance,  their  conceded  rights  would 

»  Jonnials  of  House  of  Commons,  April  24  and  29, 1621. 
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establish  a  rivalry  between  them  and  the  reahn ;  and  in  this  period 
of  transition,  the  disputes  began  as  to  the  exact  extent  of  regal  and 
colonial  rights  under  the  charters.  Hence  came  the  third  move- 
ment in  colonial  affairs,  in  which  (as  a  remedy  for  previous  blun- 
ders) the  crown  sought  to  retrace  its  steps^  and  now  make  tlie 
colonies,  not  its  property  again,  nor  any  longer  that  of  the  proprie- 
tors to  whom  it  had  given  them,  but  part  of  the  realm.  This  was 
a  period  which  made  the  colonies  very  familiar  with  the  writ  of 
qtio  warranto.  Presently  began  the  times  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  then  (no  king  was  in  the  way)  parliament,  less  scrupulous 
about  forms,  imceremoniously  cut  tiie  tangled  knot,  and  in  its  om- 
nipotence decreed  that  the  colonies  should  obey  the  authority  of 
England's  legislative  iron  will,  just  as  fully  as  England  herself 
should.  With  one  dash  of  the  pen  the  colonies  were  in  effect 
made  part  of  the  realm,  and  that  most  sagacious  ruler,  Cromwell, 
with  the  foresight  of  a  far-reaching  vision,  saw  the  future  of  the 
colonies  in  the  matter  of  trade ;  threw  off  the  trammels  of  pre- 
vious technicalities,  and,  in  the  sic  volo,  sic  jvbeo  spirit  of  indomi- 
table purpose  and  adequate  power,  just  settled  the  matter  of  colo- 
nial trade  by  a  navigation  act  which  laid  the  foundation  of  Eng- 
land's present  power  and  great  commercial  prosperity. 

As  to  Cromwell,  this  is  not  the  place  in  which  to  discuss  his 
character ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  panegyrics  of  friends  and  the 
revilings  of  foes  have  been  alike  extravagant.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  defects  of  his  moral  nature,  nothing  short  of  a  preju- 
dice too  blind  to  perceive  or  too  imjust  to  appreciate,  can  deny 
that,  in  the  endowments  of  his  intellect,  he  rose  far,  very  far  above 
the  usual  standard  of  ordinary  manhood,  as  well  as  of  legitimate 
royalty.  He  had  mind  enough  to  fit  him  for  the  fearful  responsi- 
bilities of  a  king ;  and  if  he  usurped  a  throne,  it  must  be  confessed 
that  he  swayed  the  sceptre  well  and  wisely,  and  shaped  the  desti- 
nies of  his  country  to  magnificent  results,  that  have  not  yet  reached 
their  final  development.  The  sea  has  been  the  scene  of  England's 
greatest  glory^  and  commerce  is  the  source  of  her  wealth.  The 
glory,  Cromwell  upheld  with  the  spirit  of  an  Englishman ;  and  of 
the  wealth,  he  laid  the  foundations  in  the  act  of  navigation. 

In  1646,  after  the  rupture  between  the  king  and  parliament, 
when  the  Lords  and  Commons  made  "  ordinances"  without  refer- 
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ence  to  the  king  as  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislative  power, 
we  find  an  ordinance  declaring  that  the  American  plantations  had 
been  beneficial  to  the  kingdom  by  the  increase  of  navigation,  and 
payment  of  customs  on  the  importation  of  American  products ; 
they  therefore  enact  that,  for  three  years,  the  colonies  shall  pay  no 
duty  on  British  goods  or  merchandise  exported  to  them  from  Eng- 
land for  their  support  and  use,  provided  that  none  but  English 
vessels  should,  at  any  port  in  the  colonies,  receive  sl  cargo  of 
American  products  for  any  foreign  port. 

In  1651,  what  is  usually  called  the  aet  ofnavigaMon  was  passed, 
by  what  is  known  as  the  "  Rump  Parliament."  So  far  as  regards 
the  American  plantations,  its  provisions  were  as  follows :  That  no 
American  merchandise  should  be  imported  into  England  in  any 
but  English-built  ships;  that  such  ships  must  belong  either  to 
English  or  English  plantation  subjects;  and  that  they  must  be 
navigated  by  an  English  commander,  and  of  the  sailors,  three 
fourths  were  required  to  be  Englishmen.  This  law  was  com- 
plained of  by  the  English  traders,  oil  the  ground  that,  as  England 
had  not  shipping  enough  of  her  own  to  import,  from  all  parts, 
what  she  wanted,  it  was  unwise  to  debar  the  introduction  of  mer- 
chandise by  foreign  vessels,  in  which  it  had  been  hitherto  brought. 
The  government,  however,  paid  no  heed  to  these  complaints,  as  it 
foresaw  that  the  law  would  tend  to  preserve  the  plantation  trade 
to  England,  would  increase  the  number  of  ships  and  seamen  of  the 
kingdom,  and  would  give  to  Englishmen  all  the  freights.^ 

At  length,  in  1660,  came  from  parliament  what  may  be  consid- 
ered as  really  the  first  navigation  act,  the  foundation  of  all  since 
made,  and  the  origin  of  England's  unrivalled  commercial  pros- 
perity and  opulence.  Its  principal  provisions,  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  were  these : 

I.  No  goods  or  commodities  whatever  could  be  imported  to  or 
exported  from  America,  in  any  other  than  an  English,  Irish,  or 
plantation  built  ship,  of  which  the  master  and  at  least  three  fourths 
of  the  mariners  were  required  to  be  Englishmen.  The  penalty  for 
violation  of  this  was  forfeiture  of  ship  and  cargo. 

II.  No  one  but  a  natural-bom  subject,  or  naturalized,  could  be 

»  2  AndersoQ^s  Hist,  of  Commerce,  p.  552. 
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a  merchant  or  factor,  settled  and  doing  mercantile  bueiness  in 
America.  The  penalty  was  forfeiture  of  goods  and  chattels.  This 
was  a  blow  intended  to  banish  from  the  colonies  Dutch  factors, 
who  before  had  been  quite  common  in  the  plantations. 

in.  The  first  clause  above  had  required  that  the  ships  should  be 
English,  Irish,  or  plantation  hiiiU^  and  navigated  by  Englishmen. 
Tliis  enacted  that  the  real  ownership  of  the  vessels  should  be  by 
*^  English  people,"  living  either  in  England  or  in  the  colonies. 

IV.  No  tobacco  or  cotton  could  be  shipped  from  the  American 
colonies  to  any  place  but  England,  Ireland,  or  some  of  his  majes- 
ty's plantations,  there  to  he  landed,  A  penal  bond  to  enforce  com- 
pliance with  this  was  required  of  the  ship  before  sailing. 

Tobacco  and  cotton  were  among  what  was  called  "  enumerated 
articles ;"  there  were  many  others  which  we  have  not  named,  be- 
cause they  were  not  among  the  products  of  our  country.  Subse- 
quently there  was  a  prohibition  of  carrying  the  enumerated  ai'ticles 
to  Irelamd  even,  until  they  had  first  been  landed  in  England.  By 
degrees,  too,  the  list  of  enumerated  articles  was  increased  during 
the  period  of  which  we  write.  Thus,  in  1706,  rice  and  molasses 
were  added, — ^but  afterward  rice  was  taken  from  the  list ;  beaver- 
skins  and  peltry  were  enumerated  in  1710 ;  in  1721,  copper  ore 
was  added ;  and  in  1728,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  masts,  yards,  and 
bowsprits  were  all  made  enumerated  articles,  by  which  was  meant 
that,  if  exported,  they  must  first  be  landed  in  England,  before 
they  could  be  carried  to  any  foreign  port. 

The  eflTects  of  this  law  were  soon  visible  in  the  advance  of  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  mother  country.  Ship-building  was 
greatly  increased,  and  the  number  and  wages  of  seamen  were 
much  enlarged.  In  1668,  the  amount  of  English  shipping  was 
double  what  it  was  when  the  act  passed,  eight  years  before.  The 
same  ratio  marked  the  increase  of  seamen,  so  that  the  English 
supplanted  the  Dutch,  and  became  possessed  of  the  carrying  trade 
of  Europe,  especially  to  and  from  the  Mediterranean  ports.  All 
direct  trade  of  foreign  ships  with  the  plantations  in  America  was 
brought  to  an  end.  Before  this  law  was  passed,  forty  Dutch  ships 
might  have  been  seen  in  the  ports  of  the  American  colonies  for 
one  English.  Tliey  came  freely,  both  to  bring  afnd  take  away 
cargoes ;  and  in  every  important  port  there  were  to  be  found  nu- 
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merouB  Dutch  merchants  and  factors.  This,  said  an  English  com- 
mercial writer  of  high  reputation,  "  utterly  frustrated  the  original 
intent  of  our  planting  those  colonies,  viz.,  to  he  a  benefit  to  their 
mother  country.^  And  save  as  they  might  thus  be  made  a  benefit, 
England,  it  must  be  confessed,  gave  herself  but  little  concern  about 
them. 

In  1663,  the  laws  were  made  more  stringent  still :  no  merchan- 
dise, the  growth,  product,  or  manufacture  of  any  part  of  Europe^ 
could  be  imported  into  the  American  colonies  except  in  ships  and 
by  mariners  such  as  are  named  above ;  which  ships  were  required 
to  be  laden  in  Engla/nd^  and  nowhere  else :  the  cargoes,  too,  were 
to  be  carried  to  the  colonies  direct,  and  could  be  landed  in  no  other 
place  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  ship  and  cargo.  Every  thing, 
therefore,  was  obliged  to  come  from  England,  and  no  enumerated 
article  could  be  carried  anywhere  else.  The  list  of  these  last,  too, 
seems  to  have  been  framed  so  as  to  include  every  thing  the  colo- 
nies, both  continental  and  insular,  could  possibly  produce.  No 
wonder  that,  at  the  treaty  of  Breda,  the  Dutch  complained  that 
the  navigation  laws  of  England  had  utterly  prostrated  their  com- 
merce, and  sought  hard  to  insert  a  clause  binding  England  to  re- 
peal them.  Tliey  might  as  well  have  asked  the  English  to  insert 
a  clause  for  overturning  the  throne.  They  had  discovered  the  im- 
mense profits  they  were  deriving  from  their  legislation,  and,  of 
course,  they  would  not  surrender  them. 

One  would  have  thought  that  the  restrictions  already  imposed 
on  American  commerce,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  England,  were 
already  onerous  enough ;  but,  in  1672,  additional  weight  was  laid 
on  the  colonies  in  the  shape  of  discriminating  duties.  New  Eng- 
land men  were  engaged  in  the  whale-fishery  :  if  they  carried  their 
oil  and  whalebone  to  the  mother  country  in  their  own  shipping, 
they  paid  double  the  import  duty  imposed  on  English  ships  carry- 
ing the  same  articles. 

The  vast  increase  of  prosperity  and  wealth  derived  by  England 
from  tlicse  laws,  is  almost  incredible.  In  twenty-seven  years,  from 
1661  to  1688,  as  we  learn  from  the  statement  of  the  inspector- 
general  of  the  customs,  D'Avenant,  in  his  Discourses  on  the  Reve- 
nue and  Trade,  the  customs  yielded  net  to  the  crown  £9,447,799, 
an  average  of  £555,752  per  annum :  the  general  rental  of  Eng- 
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land  was  doubled,  and  her  landed  interest  was  augmented  from 
some  seventy-five  or  eighty  millions  to  two  hundred  and  ffiy- 
two  ! 

Meantime,  with  all  the  restrictions  on  their  trade,  the  American 
colonies  built  up  a  commerce  for  themselves,  and  prospered,  too, 
but  it  was  by  successive  ingenious  evasions  or  open  violations  of 
the  law.  Hence  proclamation  on  proclamation  was  issued  from 
the  throne,  enjoining  the  enforcement  of  the  navigation  acts  in  the 
American  plantations.  The  instructions  to  the  several  governors, 
of  which  those  to  Hyde,  Eden,  and  Burrington  (preserved  in  our 
State  office)  now  lie  before  us,  occupy  pages  with  the  most  minute 
directions  and  absolute  commands  to  enforce  the  English  laws  of 
trade ;  and,  as  the  importance  of  the  colonies  began  now  to  be 
perceived  at  home,  it  was  enacted  that  no  one  could  be  appointed 
governor  by  the  proprietors  but  one  who  was  approved  by  the 
crown. 

Tills  is  but  an  imperfect  outline  of  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
mother  country  in  the  severe  restrictions  she  imposed  on  the  colo- 
ny trade,  and  puts  the  reader  in  possession  of  the  condition  of 
aflairs  during  the  period  under  review.  But  by  successive  enact* 
ments,  further  impositions  were  laid,  up  to  the  very  time  of  the 
war  of  independence ;  so  that,  among  the  grievances  that  induced 
our  fathers  finally  to  throw  oif  the  yoke,  it  was  not  among  the 
least  that,  from  the  very  beginning  of  our  existence  in  America, 
England  had  gone  on,  systematicaUy^  in  forging  chains  wherewith 
to  fetter  the  limbs  of  young  and  healthful  industiy  ;  and  if  occa- 
sionally there  seemed  to  be  some  relentings  of  humanity  which, 
for  the  moment,  relaxed  the  rigor  of  the  chains,  we  have  but  to 
look  beyond  the  surface  to  find  the  seeming  humanity  resolve 
itself  into  selfishness.  Thus,  tobacco  was  the  chief  staple  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  also  made  in  Carolina.  Before,  however,  it  came 
to  be  regularly  shipped  from  the  colonies  to  England,  tlie  only 
supply  of  the  mother  countiy  was  from  the  Spanish  West  Indies. 
King  James,  of  "counterblast"  notoriety,  fulminated  against  its 
introduction  (and,  we  may  add,  by  his  sole  authority,  in  violation 
of  the  English  law)  his  com/inwsio  pro  tobacco^  as  he  entitled  it.  In 
this,  after  falsely  representing  that  a  "  great  part  of  the  treasure 
of  the  land"  was  expended  in  its  purchase,  he  imposes  a  duty  of 
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six  shillings  and  eight  pence  sterling  on  every  pound  imported. 
This  was  in  160-i,  and  the  tobacco  was  then  Spanish. 

Presently,  tobacco  began  to  come  from  Virginia ;  and  what  did 
his  majesty  ?  He  took  to  himself,  by  his  own  authority,  a  right  to 
the  pre-emption  of  all  the  tobacco  imported  into  the  kingdom, 
which  he  sold  out,  afterward,  a6  his  own  price.  But  he  did  not 
forget  to  fix  also  the  price  which  he  would  pay  the  producer.  It 
is  amusing  to  read  the  proclamation  which  he  issued  in  1620  on 
this  subject  "  Whereas"  (says  he)  "  we  out  of  the  dislike  we  had 
of  the  use  of  tobacco,  tending  to  a  general  and  new  corruption 
both  of  men's  bodies  and  manners ;  and  yet,,  nevertheless,  holding 
it,  of  the  two,  more  tolerable  that  the  same  should  be  imported, 
amongst  many  other  vanities  and  superfluities  which  come  from 
beyond  seas,  than  to  be  permitted  to  be  planted  here  within  this 
realm,  thereby  to  abuse  and  misemploy  the  soil  of  this  fruitful 
kingdom,"  &c.,  "  we  therefore  strictly  charge  and  command  that 
our  proclamation  of  December  last,  restraining  the  planting  of  to- 
bacco, be  observed."  By  that  proclamation  he  had  declared 
*'  that  tlie  people  of  Virginia,  growing  numerous,  they  made  so 
much  tobacco  as  overstocked  the  inarlcet^^  of  wliich,  be  it  remem- 
bered, he  had  the  monopoly ;  wherefore  the  king,  "  out  of  pity  to 
the  country^'*  ordered  that  not  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  per 
man  should  be  made  in  Virginia ;  "  for,"  he  added,  "  the  market 
was  so  low  that  he  could  not  afford  to  give  them  above  tliree 
shillings  the  pound  for  it." 

Ho  found  the  tobacco  trade  profitable,  but  perceived  how  it 
might  be  made  more  so.  Accordingly,  in  1624,  he  favored  his 
subjects  with  another  proclamation,  in  which  he  informed  them, 
that  "  because  we  have  been  often  and  earnestly  importimed  by 
many  of  our  loving  subjects,  planters  and  adventurers  in  Virginia 
and  the  Somer  Isles,  that,  as  those  colonies  are  yet  but  in  their 
infancy,  and  cannot  be  brought  to  maturity,  unless  we  will  be 
pleased  for  a  time  to  tolerate  unto  them  the  planting  and  vending 
the  tobacco  of  their  own  growth,  we  have  condescended  to  their 
desire ;  and  do  therefore  hereby  strictly  prohibit  the  importation 
qf  any  tobacco  from  beyond  sea,  or  from  Scotland,  into  England 
or  Ireland,  other  \ki9A\from  our  colonies  before  named :  moreover, 
we  strictly  prohibit  ih^  planting  of  any  tobacco^  either  in  England 
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or  Ireland."  This  gave  him  a  complete  monopoly  in  the  pm-chase 
and  sale  of  all  the  tobacco  which  could  posdbly  come  upon  the 
English  market. 

When,  in  1626,  Charles  came  to  the  throne,  one  of  his  first  acts 
was  to  secure  to  "  the  house,"  the  mercantile  advantages  of  the 
royal  old  tobacconist,  his  shop-keeping  father.  Accordingly  he 
proclaimed,  that  "  whereas  the  tobacco  of  those  plantations  (the 
only  present  means  of  their  subsisting)  cannot  be  managed  for  the 
plantations,  unless  it  be  brought  into  one  hand,  whereby  the  for- 
eign tobacco  may  be  carefully  kept  out,  and  tlie  tobacco  of  those 
plantations  may  yield  a  certain  and  ready  price  to  the  owners 
thereof:  to  avoid  all  differences  between  the  planters  and  adven- 
turers themselves,  we  resolve  to  take  the  same  into  our  own  hckfids^ 
and  to  give  such  prices  for  the  same  as  may  give  reasonable  satis- 
faction ;  whereof  we  will  determine  at  better  leisure." 

That  is  to  say,  in  effect :  The  king  commands  you,  the  inhab- 
itants of  Virginia,  on  your  allegiance,  to  make  tobacco  for  him, 
and  when  made,  you  shall  send  it  to  his  majesty  in  English  ships, 
manned  by  English  sailors,  owned  by  English  men,  to  whom  alone 
you  shall  pay  freight  for  bringing  it ;  and  when  it  arrives,  his  ma- 
jesty will  condescend  to  pay  you  just  such  a  price  as  he  pleases 
for  it;  and  will  then  sell  it  to  his  home  subjects,  for  just  such 
profit  as  he  chooses  to  put  on  it.  And  you  have  nothing  further 
to  do  but  make  more  tobacco,  and  thank  God  you  live  under  such 
a  benignant  sovereign,  who  will  not  allow  any  tobacco  to  be  made 
in  England ;  not,  however,  because  of  its  effect  on  his  income — by 
no  means;  but  simply,  lest  it  should  impair  the  value  qfyourjmh 
diction. 

Again,  in  1627,  this  infatuated  king  of  a  doomed  dynasty  goes 
a  step  further,  and  orders  that  all  the  tobacco  of  the  colonies  shall 
be  brought  to  I/mdon  only  (the  chief  trade  of  Virginia  was  with 
Bristol),  in  casks  or  packages  to  be  stamped  with  three  seals ;  and 
again  prohibits  all  cultivation  of  tobacco  in  England. 

Tlie  business  must  have  been  foimd  to  be  vastly  profitable,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  extraordinary  pains  taken  to  monopolize  it ;  for 
in  this  same  year  another  proclamation  is  sent  forth  which  enjoijis : 

1.  The  plucking  up  of  all  the  tobacco  then  growing  in  England 
or  Ireland,  and  forbids  the  planting  of  any  more. 
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2.  No  Spanish  or  foreign  tobacco  to  be  impoi*ted  without  the 
king's  special  commission  licensing  it. 

3.  No  tobacco,  even  from  the  colonies,  to  be  introduced  without 
the  special  permission  of  his  majesty ;  and  when  thus  imported, 
Bays  the  royal  mandate,  to  "  be  delivered  to  our  tcse^  upon  such 
reasonable  price  as  shall  be  agreed  on." 

4.  No  person  in  England  shall  buy  any  tobacco  but  from  the 
king's  commissioners. 

These,  however,  will  serve  as  specimens  of  royal  kindness  to- 
ward the  plantations.  It  is  suflBcient  to  say,  that  proclamations 
continued  from  time  to  time  to  be  issued  on  the  subject  of  to- 
bacco, in  which  it  is  but  too  obvious  that,  under  the  pretence  of 
a  benevolent  desire  to  shield  the  colonies  from  a  ruinous  competi- 
tion in  the  sale  of  their  staple  in  the  English  market,  there  lurked 
the  selfish  purpose  of  creating  and  perpetuating  a  royal  monopoly. 
So,  too,  at  a  later  day,  as  to  naval  stores:  England  granted  a 
bounty  on  their  importation  from  the  colonies,  in  such  vessels  as 
we  have  described ;  but  why  ?  Because  she  was  on  the  eve  of  a 
war  with  France,  and  Sweden  refused  to  supply  her  except  on  her 
own  terms,  one  of  which  was  transportation  in  Swedish  ships  only. 
But  when  carried  from  the  colonies,  it  was  not  to  a  market  overt : 
the  crown  reserved  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

Directly,  these  restrictions  probably  affected  North  Carolina  but 
little,  for  her  commerce  was  small,  and  most  of  her  trade  was 
with  her  sister  colonies ;  but  indirectly  they  had  an  important 
influence  on  her  destinies.  It  is  but  necessary  to  glance  for  a  mo- 
ment at  the  circle  of  trade  from  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  for 
instance,  to  see  this.  The  colonies  needed  a  large  amount  of 
British  manufactures ;  they  were  prohibited  from  getting  any  other. 
For  these  they  could  not  pay  in  money,  and  hence  remittances  of 
another  kind  were  indispensable ;  but  the  country  did  not  yield 
enough  of  such  products  as  were  wanted  in  England,  in  which  to 
make  them.  The  colonies,  therefore,  were  obliged  to  seek  a  mar- 
ket where  their  commodities  were  vendible,  and  get  in  return  for 
them  articles  which  were  marketable  in  the  mother  country.  They 
turned  to  the  West  India  Islands,  as  well  English  as  foreign.  They 
bartered  there  the  produce  of  their  country,  chiefly  lumber  and 
provisions,  for  sugar,  ram,  molasses,   cotton,  and  indigo.    The 


264  HISTOBT   OF   NORTH   CABOLINA. 

sugar,  cotton,  and  indigo  were  all  good  remittances  to  England ; 
the  rum  and  molasses  were  again  exchanged  at  home  for  fish, 
which  New  England  could  supply,  and  rice,  which  Carolina 
yielded ;  and  fish  and  rice  (non-enumerated  articles,  which  cotdd 
be  carried  to  Europe,  south  of  Cape  Finisterre)  were  also,  at 
times,  good  remittances  to  England.  Again,  they  looked  to  the 
sister  colonies  where  tobacco  was  cultivated ;  for  this  also,  under 
the  restrictions  we  have  named,  might  be  sent  to  England  in  lieu 
of  .money.  For  this  tobacco  they  paid  in  West  India  products — 
sugar,  rum,  and  molasses — ^which  the  Carolinas  especially  needed, 
not  only  for  their  own  consimiption,  but  also  in  their  Indian  trea- 
ties and  trade.  They  carried  and  sold  their  fish  and  rice  in  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  Italy,  where  they  got  money  or  bills  on  England  in 
return.  They  also  obtained  some  money  and  bills  from  the  West 
Lidies,  by  carrying  gold-dust,  ivory,  and  slaves  from  Africa;  and 
for  these  last  they  paid  the  savages  with  British  manufactures :  so, 
also,  with  the  same  maimfactures  they  obtained  from  the  Indians 
at  home  skins  and  peltries,  which  they  could  make  available  in 
England,  as  a  remittance.  It  will  hence  be  seen  that  sugar,  rum, 
molasses,  cotton,  and  indigo,  from  the  West  Indies,  were  their 
return  cargoes ;  and  from  these,  by  the  circuitous  trade  we  have 
described,  together  with  fish,  rice,  tobacco,  and  furs,  they  were 
enabled  to  maintain  their  credit  in  England.  Who  wonders  that, 
wliile,  on  the  one  hand,  the  crown  was  ever  vigilant  to  prevent 
the  slightest  infraction  of  the  navigation  acts,  the  conmiercial 
colonies,  particularly  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  were 
equally  watchful,  on  the  other  hand,  to  lose  no  opportunity  of 
evading  them.  There  were  times,  especially  in  the  New  England 
colonies,  when  they  were  openly  disregarded. 

As  we  have  already  stated,  the  northern  colonies,  and  Massa- 
chusetts particularly,  soon  established  a  trade  with  the  Albemarle 
district  of  Carolina.  The  small  craft  of  that  region  came  down, 
bringing  northern  products — apples,  potatoes,  onions,  &c.,  and  all 
which  a  Yankee  skipper  of  this  day  would  include  under  the  gen- 
eral name  of  "  notions."  These  he  would  exchange  for  the  lumber 
and  provisions  which  he  would  sell  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the 
tobacco  which  he  would  ship  to  Europe.  On  his  return  from  the 
islands,  he  would  supply  the  colonists  with  the  sugar,  rum,  and 
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molasses  wliich  they  needed ;  and  thus  was  a  perpetual  trade  kept 
up  between  Carolina  and  New  England.  Another  circumstance 
sometimes  brought  larger  craft  from  the  eastward,  on  the  Carolina 
coast,  and  necessitated  communication  with  the  southern  settle- 
ments. The  fishermen  of  the  continent  were  the  hardy  New  Eng- 
land men,  who  followed  the  whale  wherever  it  could  be  found  on 
the  Atlantic ;  and  there  is  evidence  that  at  that  day  the  animal 
was  taken  oflF  the  coasts  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  It  is 
even  now  sometimes,  though  rarely,  seen  off  the  coast,  or  stranded 
on  its  shores.  The  governors,  both  of  Virginia  and  Carolina, 
were  accustomed,  in  these  early  times,  to  grant  licenses  to  carry 
on  this  fishery  on  their  respective  coasts.* 

It  must  not,  however,  hence  be  imderstood  that  all  the  trade  of 
Albemarle  was  carried  on  by  means  of  the  eastern  craft  As  we 
shall  see  hereafter,  she  built  and  navigated  vessels  of  her  own,  and 
made  her  voyages  to  New  England,  New  Torik,  and  the  West 
Indies. 

In  exercising  a  supervision  over  the  limited  trade  of  the  colony, 
the  goveiTior,  with  a  "  naval  oflScer,"  as  he  was  termed,  seems  to 
have  been  charged  with  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  The 
increasing  trade  of  the  colonies,  however,  presently  convinced  the 
home  government  that  it  was  necessary,  for  the  security  of  Eng- 
lish interests,  to  appoint  English  revenue  oflScers  in  the  planta- 
tions. The  distasteful  measure  was  reluctantly  submitted  to,  be- 
cause it  was  unavoidable;  wliile  all  that  ingenuity,  backed  by 
boldness,  could  devise  to  defeat  its  consequences,  was  persever- 
ingly  put  in  practice  by  the  not  always  scrupulous  colonists.  The 
sympathies  of  the  people  generally  were  not  at  all  with  the  rev- 
enue officer;  and  we  have  been  struck  with  the  fact,  already  men- 
tioned, that  in  evBry  Carolina  record  we  have  seen  of  an  appeal  to 
the  courts  to  punish  violations  of  the  revenue  law,  the  crown  uni- 
formly failed.  Indeed,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  very 
officers  of  the  crown  themselves  did  not  secretly  share  in  the 
feelings  of  the  people. 

>  The  extent  of  the  whale-fishery  on  our  Atlantic  coast  was  very  considerable  in  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.  A  contemporary  states  that  it  yielded  annually 
fVom  eleven  to  thirteen  hundred  tons  of  oil,  and  says  that  he  has  seen,  at  one  time,  three 
New  England  whalers  at  Cape  Fear,— Importance  qf  (lie  American  PlantaUo/is,  pp.  108-4. 
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The  first  collector  of  the  parliamentary  duties  in  Carolina  was 
appointed  in  1676,  and,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  his  presence  was 
the  signal  for  disturbance.  The  New  England  men  who  were  then 
down  in  the  colony,  trading,  with  a  quick  eye  to  their  interests, 
stimulated  the  factious  spirit  of  opposition  among  the  people,  lent 
their  personal  aid  to  an  open  revolt,  assisted  to  turn  out  those  in 
authority,  and  encouraged  the  usurpation  of  the  government  by 
the  disaffected.  The  proprietary  authority  was  overturned ;  for 
two  years  rebellion  triumphed,  and  Carolina  was  revolutionized. 
New  England  men  had  as  large  a  share  in  this  rebellion  as  the  in- 
habitants of  the  province,  and  the  "  navigation  acts"  of  the  mother 
country  were  the  real  cause  of  the  movement.  The  Yankees  were 
not  disposed  to  be  dispossessed  of  their  monopoly  of  the  Albemarle 
•  trade,  without  at  least  a  struggle  for  its  preservation. 

It  was  the  more  easy  for  the  colonies  to  evade  the  navigation 
laws — first,  because  for  some  time  no  collectors  were  appointed  in 
England  for  the  colonies ;  and,  secondly,  because,  in  the  mother 
country,  though  it  was  made  the  special  business  of  some  to  over- 
look the  affairs  of  the  plantations,  yet  the  duty  was  never  per- 
formed. It  is  true  that  as  far  back  as  1636,  King  Charles  I.  estab- 
lished a  "  committee  on  the  plantations,"  but  it  seems  never  to 
have  attended  to  them.  In  1643  it  was  dissolved ;  and  the  two 
houses  of  parliament,  having  assumed  the  sovereign  executive 
powers  of  government,  passed  an  ordinance,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  the  king,  by  which  a  committee  was  raised  for  "  regulating 
the  plantations,"  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was  made  lord  high 
admiral  of  the  American  plantations.^  This  committee,  however, 
like  the  former,  seems  to  have  neglected  its  duties,  and,  to  such  a 
degree,  as  to  provoke  the  ridicule  of  England's  commercial  rival, 
the  Dutch.  In  a  letter  from  the  Hague,  we  read  :  "  A  committee 
for  trade  was  some  time  since  erected  in  England,  which  we  then 
feared  would  have  proved  very  prejudicial  to  our  State ;  but  we 
are  glad  to  see  that  it  was  only  nominal :  so  that  we  hope,  in 
time,  those  of  London  will  forget  that  ever  they  were  merchants."* 
In  1650,  the  commission  of  1643  was  revoked,  and  the  powers  it 
possessed  were  lodged  in  the  "  council  of  state." 

1  Soobell's  Acts  of  H.  of  CommoDs,  Nov.  2, 1948.  >  1  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  498. 
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Cromwell,  however,  was  not  likely  to  overlook  the  commercial 
interests  of  England,  or  to  forget  where  lay  the  true  avenue  to  her 
glory  and  wealth,  even  if  the  merchants  did.  Accordingly,  in 
1655,  he  appointed  his  son  Richard,  with  several  lords  of  the 
council,  some  of  the  judges  and  gentlemen,  and  about  twenty  mer- 
chants of  London,  Yarmouth,  Dover,  &c.,  "  to  meet  and  consider 
by  what  means  the  traffic  and  navigation  of  the  republic  might  be 
best  promoted  and  regulated,"  &c.^ 

The  restoration  of  the  Stuart  dynasty  took  place  in  1661,  and 
immediately  the  business  of  the  plantations  fell  into  its  old  track : 
it  went  before  the  privy  council  and  was  referred  to  committees. 
But  the  interests  involved  were  too  important  to  escape  the  notice 
of  English  statesmen.  In  1668,  Lord  Ashley,  then  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  persuaded  the  king  to  forget  his  profligacy  long ' 
enough  to  establish  a  "  council  of  commerce,"  with  a  president, 
vice-president,  and  nine  counsellors,  to  all  of  whom  were  allotted 
liberal  salaries.  These  were  to  take  the  place  of  the  ever-fluctua- 
ting and  inattentive  committees  of  the  privy  council,  to  which 
commercial  matters  were  referred,  and  to  apply  themselves  dili- 
gently to  the  advancement  of  the  commerce,  manufactures,  ship- 
ping, and  colonies  of  the  kingdom.  But  Charles  11.  had  learned 
nothing  by  the  misfortunes  of  himself  or  his  race.  He  never  could 
persevere  long  in  any  measure  that  was  wise  and  good ;  so,  in  a 
few  years,  he  virtually  dissolved  this  council,  or  allowed  it  to  fall 
into  desuetude,  that  he  might  apply  the  salaries  of  its  membere  to 
the  gratification  of  his  vile  passions ;  and  so  he,  once  more,  sent 
plantation  affairs  on  the  old  road,  to  unpaid  and  occasional  com- 
mittees of  the  privy  council. 

At  length,  in  1672j  influenced  possibly  by  Shaftesbury,  then 
lord  chancellor,  he  was  induced  to  issue  a  new  commission  to  the 
council  of  trade,  naming  his  lordship  as  the  head  of  the  commis- 
sion. The  preamble  to  this  instrmnent  contained  "  an  army  of 
good  words,"  setting  forth  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Amer- 
ican colonies,  the  value  of  their  trade  to  England,  his  hearty  desire 
to  do  every  thing  that  was  kind  and  just  toward  them,  and  his 
consequent  establishment  of  "  a  select  council,  to  take  care  of  the 

1  4  Thurioe's  State  Papers,  177. 
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welfare  of  our  said  colonies  and  plantations,"  and  to  regulate  their 
trade  and  commerce,  (fee.  All  these  gracious  words  ended  in 
nothing,  for  they  came  from  one  who  probably  did  not  either  ex- 
amine or  care  for  their  import,  when  he  affixed  his  royal  signa- 
ture. This  council  never  sat,  we  believe.  The  business  of  the 
colonies,  as  before,  went  into  the  hands  of  the  privy  council. 

At  length,  the  last  king  of  this  wretched  dynasty  ran  away,  and 
it  thus  pleased  Heaven  to  lift  from  England  the  incubus  of  the 
Stuarts,  which  'had  so  long  oppressed  it.  Tlie  nation  sang  Te 
J)eu7n^  and  a  man  utterly  unlike  the  Stuarts  in  every  thing  was 
at  the  helm  of  state.  In  1696,  William  of  Orange  established  per- 
manently the  board  of  "  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,"  and  among  its  first  members,  we  may  mention,  was 
the  celebrated  John  Locke.  This  is  the  body  which,  for  the  sake 
of  brevity,  subsequent  writers  have  sometimes  designated  as  "  the 
board  of  trade." 

It  was  made  to  consist  of  a  first  lord  commissioner,  whg  has  usu- 
ally been  a  peer  of  the  realm,  and  seven  other  commissioners,  each 
with  a  salary  of  £1000  :  beside  these,  certain  members  of  the  min- 
istry belonged  to  it,  who,  however,  attended  on  extraordinary  occa- 
sions only.  To  this  body  was  confided  all  that  related  to  the 
improvement  and  encouragement  of  commerce,  navigation,  tlie 
plantations,  manufactures,  fisheries,  &c.  They  received  evidence 
and  heard  counsel  on  questions  touching  grievances  and  burdens 
oh  trade :  they  gave  instructions  to  British  consuls  abroad,  who 
were  obliged  to  correspond  with  them  constantly.  The  governors 
of  all  the  American  colonies  were  also  required  regularly  to  com- 
municate with  them  on  matters  touching  the  improvement  of  their 
respective  governments :  they  were  bound  also  to  transmit  copies 
of  the  journals  of  their  councils  and  assemblies,  and  the  accounts 
of  the  provincial  collectors  and  naval  officers,  and,  in  short,  all 
that  affected  the  revenue.  The  colonial  authorities  were  also  re- 
quired to  suggest  to  this  board  plans  by  which  the  mother  coun- 
try might  be  best  supplied  with  naval  stores  from  the  colonies. 
Appeals  on  a  certain  class  of  questions,  arising  on  the  lex  m^cor 
toria^  in  the  colonies,  were  also  made  to  this  board.  The  commis- 
sioners, on  these  and  many  other  kindred  subjects  that  came 
regularly  before  them,  made  reports  and  gave  their  opinions  to 
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the  king  and  privy  conncil,  by  whom  questions  of  trade,  &c.,  were 
frequently  referred  to  them.  In  fact,  they  constituted,  as  it  were, 
a  special  standing  committee  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  inter- 
ests of  commerce  and  the  affairs  of  the  colonies ;  and  their  opinions 
often  directed  the  decisions  and  action  of  the  king  and  privy 
council.    It  was  a  very  necessary  and  important  institution. 

The  reader,  however,  will  readily  perceive  that  until  it  was  es- 
tablished, the  loose  and  careless  manner  in  which  colonial  ai&irs 
were  previously  managed,  afforded  facilities  for  evasion  of  the 
revenue  laws  in  America ;  these  the  shrewd  colonists  diligently 
sought  for,  and  promptly  improved. 

The  usual  mode  in  which  the  traflSc  of  Carolina  was  transacted 
in  furnishing  vessels  with  cargoes,  was  necessarily  adapted  to  the 
geographical  aspects  of  the  country.  At  the  time  of  which  we 
write,  Edenton  and  Bath  were  the  nearest  approximation  to  com- 
mercial depots ;  and  these  fell  far  short  of  accumulating  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  plantations  to  such  an  extent  as  would  afford  cargoes 
even  to  the  few  and  small  vessels  that  sought  them.  A  glance  at 
the  map  between  Albemarle  Sound  and  the  southern  boundary  of 
Virginia  will  show  a  number  of  short  streams,  with  their  tributary 
creeks,  emptying  themselves  into  the  Sound.  We  have  already 
explained  the  fact,  that  all  the  early  clearings  and  plantations  were 
made  upon  the  water-courses,  because  these  alone  furnished  means 
of  transportation.  This  was  a  circumstance  which,  both  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Carolina,  offered  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  building  of 
towns :  the  inhabitants,  almost  exclusively  agricultural,  were  scat- 
tered on  the  streams ;  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  middle  and  inland 
regions  between  the  rivers  emerged  but  slowly  from  the  unculti- 
vated wildness  of  their  primitive  state.  It  was,  therefore,  not  un- 
common for  the  small  vessel  seeking  a  cargo  to  pass  up  the  various 
streams  to  the  plantations  on  their  borders,  and  there  purchase 
and  ship  what  the  proprietor  might  have  to  dispose  of.  And  these 
vessels  often  carried  the  commodities  with  which  they  made  these 
their  purchases,  and  in  the  absence  of  competition,  extorted  such 
prices  as  they  pleased  from  the  planters.  To  remedy  this  evil,  we 
find  among  the  manuscript  laws,  one  which  provided  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain  trading  points  in  the  districts  of  Bath  county ; 
where  alone  sale  could  be  made  "  of  foreign  goods  and  commodi- 
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ties ;"  and  no  person,  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  country,  could  sell 
elsewhere.  It  may  gratify  the  curiosity  of  those  who  at  this  day 
inhabit  that  part  of  the  State,  to  know  which  were  the  places  of 
trade  used  by  their  forefathers,  and  we  therefore  subjoin  them  in 
a  note.^ 

Cora,  tobacco,  pork,  pitch,  and  turpentine  were  the  chief  arti- 
cles which  they  obtained  from  the  planters :  beside  these,  however, 
though  in  but  limited  quantities,  they  might  procure  wheat,  tallow, 
skins,  whale-oil,  hemp,  beef  and  rice ;  for  all  these,  as  we  learn 
from  the  laws,  were  articles  of  traffic,  known  as  "  rated  commodi^ 
ties,"  to  which  a  specific  money  value  was  affixed  by  law.  Much 
of  the  trading  (for  money  was  scarce)  was  effected  by  the  process 
which  is  expressed  in  the  inelegant  but  still  legitimate  old  English 
word,  swop  /  though  sometimes,  when  the  desired  article  was  par- 
ticularly choice  or  rare,  it  is  not  improbable  that  resort  was  reluc- 
tantly had  to  the  little  and  carefully  hoarded  stock  of  English  or 
foreign  silver  coin. 

The  first  ingress  from  the  ocean  to  the  settlements  on  Albemarle 
was  made,  as  we  believe,  through  Koanoke  Inlet ;  no  large  vessels, 
however,  we  think,  could  enter  there,  or  navigate  to  any  extent 
the  too  shallow  waters  of  the  Sound,  even  if  they  succeeded  in 
crossing  the  bar.  An  inspection  of  the  custom-house  recoi-ds  of 
Port  Koanoke  (Edenton)  does  not  show  ns,  through  a  period  of 
twenty  years,  the  entry  or  clearance  of  a  vessel  exceeding  eighty 
tons.  But  it  was  during 'the  proprietaiy  government  that  Ocrar 
coke  Inlet  was  also  brought  into  use ;  and  we  have  seen,  in  our 
chapter  on  the  Law,  the  efforts  made  to  render  both  it  and  Roa- 
noke available,  by  establishing  a  pilotage  for  each.  It  was  used 
(as  we  learn  from  the  preamble  to  one  of  the  manuscript  laws)  by 
vessels  going  to  Albemarle,  as  well  as  such  as  were  destined  to 
Pamlico  and  Neuse  rivere.  We  cannot  say  positively  when  Ro- 
anoke Inlet  ceased  to  be  of  much  value,  even  to  tlie  small  craft 
that  had  been  accustomed  to  use  it ;  but  we  conjecture  that  it  was 

»  "Bath  town  ;  tho  plantation  of  Mr.  Churchill  Readings  on  the  south  sido  of  Pamlico 
Biver ;  a  place  called  Sonthwell'a  town,  at  Bear  River,  in  Beaufort  precinct ;  at  tho  plnnta- 
tion  of  Emanuel  Cleavea,  late  deceased,  in  Uyde  precinct;  at  New  Berne  town;  at  the 
plantation  of  Jacob  Shoots,  at  Beard's  Creek,  on  the  north  side  of  Neuse  River;  at  Smith's 
Creek,  on  the  south  side  of  Neuse  River;  at  Jones'  plantiition  on  Adams'  Creek,  on  the 
Boutli  side  of  Neuse  River,  in  Craven  precinct ;  and  at  Beaufort  town,  in  Carteret" 
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probably  in  the  autumn  of  1693,  because  the  record  has  come 
down  to  us  of  a  storm  at  that  time  which  desolated  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Virginia  and  the  northern  coast  of  Carolina.  Such 
was  its  violence,  that,  it  is  said,  "  it  seemed  to  reverse  the  order 
of  nature."  Kivers,  before  navigable,  were  stopped  up ;  and  in 
others,  channels  were  opened  that  were  never  before  navigable.^ 

Nor  was  that  day,  any  more  than  later  times,  free  from  the  dep- 
redations of  piracy.  Indeed,  the  state  of  aflfairs  in  the  early  history 
of  the  colonies  seems  rather  to  have  favored  the  operations  of  the 
sea-robber.  The  sparse  population  of  the  country  aflPorded  but  few, 
and  often  no  spectators  of  the  secluded  coves  and  hiding-places  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  on  the,  extended  coast  of  the  continent ;  while 
the  laxity  of  supervision  and  indifference  of  the  mother  countiy 
in  the  protection  of  the  colonies,  left  the  freebooters  all  the  oppor- 
tunity they  could  desire  for  successfully  pursuing  their  lawless 
calling.  We  read  of  pirates  in  the  early  history  alike  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia,  Carolina,  and  the  West 
Indies.* 

This  nefarious  business  appears  to  have  commenced  early  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  of  America.  A  privateer,  or  rather  pirate,  called 
the  Royal  Jamaica,  manned  by  forty  seamen,  arrived  off  the  coast 
of  South  Carolina  some  time  in  the  year  1691-2,  This  vessel  had 
been  engaged  in  robbery  with  great  success,  and  brought  into 
the  country  a  large  amount  of  Spanish  gold  and  silver.  By 
their  money  and  freedom  of  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants, 
the  freebooters  made  themselves  popular;  and  though  the  pro- 
prietors directed  Ludwell,  their  governor,  rigidly  to  enforce  the 
English  laws  against  piracy,  yet  such  was  the  feeling  of  the  people 
that  a  trial  even  was  diflScult,  and  a  conviction  almost  impossible. 
Most  of  the  pirates  escaped  punishment,  purchased  lands  from  the 
colonists,  and  became  permanent  inhabitants  of  the  country.* 

Such  a  paradise  for  villains  was  sure  to  invite  them.  In  1699, 
a  motley  gang  of  English,  French,  Portuguese,  and  Indians,  to  the 
number  of  forty-live,  manned  a  ship  at  Havana,  and  commenced 

1  1  Martin,  p.  196. 

»  Proceedings  against  Kid,  1701.    Penn.  Hwt  Soc  Memoirs,  vol.  iv.  pt  2.    1  Martin, 
p.  286.    Rivers'  South  Carolina,  pp.  188, 189. 
» 1  Hewit,  p.  115,  Ac. 
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their  piratical  career.  They  came  npon  the  coast  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  began  their  murders  and  robberies.  It  so  chanced  that 
at  that  time  the  southern  colony  was  exporting  largfe  quantities  of 
rice,  and  several  vessels  from  Charleston  were  seized  by  these 
thieves,  and  retained  as  prizes,  after  sending  their  crews  on  shore. 
However  agreeable  it  might  have  been,  at  an  earlier  day,  to  coun- 
tenance these  villains  when  they  stole  from  others  and  shared  the 
plunder  with  the  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina,  these  latter  took  a 
very  different  view  of  piracy  when  they  were  made  its  victims. 
Accordingly,  when,  on  a  quarrel  among  the  freebooters,  the  Eng- 
lish were  turned  adrift  in  a  boat,  and  landing  on  the  coast,  trav- 
elled over  land  to  Charleston,  they  were  recognized  by  three  ship- 
masters out  of  that  port  who  had  been  robbed  by  them,  and  on 
their  testimony  seven  out  of  nine  were  hanged. 

During  the  administration  of  Gov.  Craven  in  South  Carolina, 
which  commenced  in  1710,  the  trade  of  that  colony  had  very 
much  increased,  and  was  carried  on  chiefly  in  British  ships.  The 
lords  proprietors  had  leased  their  property  in  the  Bahama  Islands 
to  a  company  of  merchants  who  found  it  unprofitable,  and  conse- 
quently gave  it  but  little  attention.  This  combination  of  circum- 
stances was  too  favorable  to  be  overlooked  by  the  pirates.  Euro- 
l)ean  wars  prevented  the  English  government  from  suppressing 
piracy  on  our  coast ;  the  lords  proprietors  were  unwilling  or  un- 
able to  encounter  the  expense ;  the  colonists  could  but  partially 
])ut  down  the  evil ;  the  island  of  Providence  in  the  Bahamas  was 
looked  after  by  neither  owners  nor  lessees,  and  formed  a  most  con- 
venient place  for  head-quarters.  These  circumstances  were  too 
propitious  to  be  left  unimproved.  Making  the  Bahamas  their 
chief  rendezvous,  a  body  of  desperate  villains  were  accustomed  to 
l)ush  out  on  the  ocean,  or  cruise  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  com- 
mit their  depredations  on  commerce.  For  five  years  they  held 
their  robber  reign,  and  plundered  and  took  the  vessels  of  every 
nation  without  distinction,  hosier  hvmiani  generis.  They  had  their 
hiding-places  all  along  the  coast  of  both  Carolines.  On  our  coast, 
they  took  their  prizes  into  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River,  which 
was  a  rendezvous  second  only  in  importance  to  Providence,  and 
sometimes  into  Ocracoke  and  our  harbor  of  Beaufort.'    Tlieir  suc- 

» 1  Hewit,  pp.  207,  208. 
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C€88  naturally  allured  companions,  and  they  became  an  organized 
body  of  buccaneers,  too  sti'ong  to  be  handled  by  any  inconsider- 
able power.^  They  were  ultimately  dislodged  from  Providence 
by  Capt  Woods  Rogers,  commanding  a  squadron  of  the  British 
navy. 

But  after  the  suppression  of  those  on  the  island  of  Providence, 
the  pirates  of  Carolina  still  remained.  The  king,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  merchants  and  ship-masters,  had  issued  a  proclamation 
offering  pardon  to  all  who,  within  twelve  months,  would  surrender 
themselves.  When  Rogers  appeared  at  Providence  with  a  force 
for  their  suppression,  all  the  pirates,  with  the  exception  of  some 
ninety,  headed  by  one  Vane,  took  advantage  of  the  proclamation. 
Of  these,  thirty  made  the  Cape  Fear  their  head-quarters  (the  plan- 
tations in  that  region,  made  by*  Teaman's  colony  long  before,  hav- 
ing been  for  some  years  abandoned),  and  committed  large  depre- 
dations, especially  on  the  commerce  of  Charleston.  There  was  a 
pirate  sloop  of  ten  guns,  commanded  by  Steed  Bonnet,  and  another 
of  six,  commanded  by  Richard  Worley.  The  colonists  despairing 
of,  or  at  least  not  receiving  any  aid  to  put  them  down,  resolved  to 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.  Accordingly,  Grovemor 
Robert  Johnson  of  South  Carolina  fitted  out  two  sloops,  and  gave 
the  command  of  them  to  Col.  William  Rhett,  with  orders  to  cruise 
off  the  coast. for  the  protection  of  trade.  Rhett  had  scarcely  cross- 
ed the  bar,  when  he  splfed  Bonnet's  vessel,  which  he  chased  into 
the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  captured,  and  returned  to  Charles- 
ton with  his  prize,  bringing  as  prisoners  the  commander  and  about 
thirty  of  his  crew.  Soon  after,  the  governor  himself  embarked  in 
pursuit  of  Worley,  and,  after  a  desperate  engagement  off  the  bar 
of  Charleston,  in  which  all  the  pirates  were  killed,  except  Worley 
and  one  of  his  crew  (who  would  not  surrender  until  they  were 
dangerously  wounded),  came  into  tlie  harbor  with  his  prize,  and 
these  two  desperadoes  as  prisoners.  For  fear  they  might  die  be- 
fore tliey  could  be  hanged,  they  were  instantly  tried  and  executed. 
Bonnet  and  his  crew  were  also  tried,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
one  man,  paid  the  penalty  of  their  crimes  on  the  gallows.* 

But  piracy  was  not  yet  completely  suppressed.    The  most  dar- 

>  1  Hewit,  286.    1  Martin,  281.    Eivere'  S.  Carolina,  285.  » 1  Martin,  p.  281. 
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ing  and  unscrupulous  of  the  leaders  of  these  thieves  was  yet  alive. 
This  was  Edward  Teach,  or  as  it  is  written  in  the  early  records  of 
the  province,  Thache^  better  known  by  his  sobriquet  of  Black 
Beard.  His  flag  was  hoisted  on  board  of  a  ship  oi  forty  guns,  a 
vessel  \C^hich,  with  her  armament  and  stores,  he  could  carry  into 
no  harbor  on  our  coast  but  that  of  Beaufort,  and  he  had  a  crew  of 
one  hundred  men.  His  squadron  consisted  of  six  vessels,  and 
Vane,  Bonnet,  and  Worley  were  his  chief  captains.  In  the  month 
of  May,  1718,  Teach,  cruising  off  the  bar  of  Charleston,  captured 
a  ship  having  on  board  as  a  passenger,  Samuel  Wragg,  one  of  the 
council  of  South  Carolina.  He  robbed  this  gentleman  of  $6000 
in  specie,  and  then  impudently  sent  four  of  his  men  into  Charles- 
ton with  a  message  to  Governor  Johnson,  demanding  a  chest  of 
medicine,  and  accompanied  with  the  assurance  that,  should  it  not 
be  sent,  he  would  behead  Mr.  Wragg  and  all  tlie  other  passengers. 
To  save  their  lives,  the  chest  was  sent. 

After  amassing  a  large  amount  of  plunder,  he  returned  to  North 
Carolina,  determined  to  disperse'  his  followers  and  live  on  the 
fruits  of  his  villainy.  His  first  step  was  to  go  to  the  house  of 
Governor  Eden,  with  twenty  of  his  men,  and  take  advantage  of 
the  king's  proclamation  of  pardon.  This  he  did,  and  obtained  the 
govemor^'s  certificate.  A  court  of  admiralty  soon  after  sat  at  Bath, 
when  Teach,  who  never  held  a  commission  nor  took  a  lawful  prize, 
with  consummate  impudence  procured  the  condemnation  of  a 
sloop  which  he,  or  some  of  his  followers,  had  piratically  taken 
at  sea  And  sent  in.  He  now  sat  down  on  the  land  to  riot  in  his 
ill-gotten  wealth,  and  for  the  thirteertth  time  married  a  wife, — a 
young  woman  who  probably  was  not  very  inquisitive  as  to  how 
many  of  her  predecessors  were  living.  Restless  and  roving  in  dis- 
position, however,  he  could  not  long  remain  on  shore,  and  when 
tired  of  dissipation  on  land,  he  resolved  to  diversify  his  pleasures 
by  a  little  more  robbery  and  murder  at  sea.  He  accordingly 
went  on  a  cruise,  and  soon  returned  with  his  plunder  in  the  shape 
of  a  French  ship,  loaded  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  sugar  and  cocoa. 
The  lie  which  he  told,  and  to  which  four  of  his  men  swore,  was  so 
gross,  that  it  seems  scarcely  credible  it  could  have  been  listened 
to  for  a  moment.  He  stated  that  he  had  found  the  vessel  at  sea, 
abandoned  by  the  crew,  tliough,  when  brought  in,  she  bore  no 
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marks  of  injury  from  tempests,  or  otherwise,  necessitating  such 
abandonment  He  libelled  her,  however,  in  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty, which,  on  the  oath  of  the  four  men  alluded  to,  adjudged  her 
to  be  a  laAvful  prize  to  the  captors.  It  is  unpleasant  to  believe 
that  those  in  authority  were  in  league  with  this  villain ;  yet  the 
enemies  of  the  governor,  and  of  Tobias  Knight^  the  judge  who  made 
the  decree,  said  that  they  had  both  received  a  part  of  the  cargo 
as  a  reward  for  their  share  in  its  condemnation.  The  ship  (on  the 
ground  that  she  was  unseaworthy)  was  burned.*  Certain  it  is, 
that  such  were  the  unpleasant  suspicions  and  rumors  concerning 
the  governor,  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  lay  before  the  coun- 
cil a  full  narrative  of  his  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  surrender 
of  Teach,  and  also  with  respect  to  "  his  bringing  into  this  govern- 
ment, 08  he  pretended^  a  wreck  laden  with  sugars,"  and  of  his  be- 
havior until  his  capture  and  death.*  The  result  was  an  address  to 
the  lords  proprietors  by  the  council,  which  we  infer  was  designed 
to  exculpate  the  governor.  As  to  Knight,  the  judge  and  secre- 
tary of  the  province,  direct  charges  against  him  were  transmitted 
by  the  admiralty  court  of  Virginia  to  the  Governor  of  North  Car- 
olina, founded  on  testimony  that  was  produced  on  the  trial  of  the 
comrades  of  Teach ;  and,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  tlie  council 
called  on  Knight  to  answer. 

After  the  condemnation  of  the  French  ship  and  cargo.  Teach 
remained  in  Pamlico  River,  -trading  with  the  planters,  and  with 
other  vessels  that  came  in, — exchanging  his  shai'e  of  the  plunder 
for  such  commodities  as  he  needed,  and  evincing,  in  his  traffic,  a 
total  want  of  honesty.  This  roused  the  resentment  of  the  people, 
and  they  furnished  unequivocal  evidence  of  tlieir  opinion  as  to  his 
true  character,  and  of  his  story  of  finding  the  French  ship,  by  ap- 
plying to  Spotswood,  then  governor  of  Virginia,  to  request  the 
British  naval  officer  in  command  on  his  station,  to  send  a  force 
into  the  waters  of  Carolina  and  take  the  pirate.  It  is  intimated 
that  they  adopted  this  course  because  Eden,  their  own  governor, 
was  not,  in  their  view,  sufficiently  prompt  in  aflEbrding  them  redress. 

Captain  Ellis  Brand  was  the  naval  officer  commanding  in  the 

>  1  Martin,  288. 
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276  HIBTOBY  OF  NORTH  CABOLINA. 

waters  of  Virginia;  and  he,  acting  in  concert  with  Governor  Spots- 
wood,  fitted  out  two  sloops,  and  placing  them  under  Lieutenant 
Maynard,  ordered  him  in  pursuit  of  Teach,  Spotswood  at  the 
same  time  offered,  by  proclamation,  a  reward  of  one  hundred 
pounds  for  the  apprehension  of  Teach,  fifteen  poimds  each  for  any 
of  his  oflScers,  and  ten  pounds  per  man  for  his  crew.  Maynard 
sailed  from  James  Kiver  in  November,  1718,  and  four  days  after 
crossed  Ocracoke  bar  and  steered  for  Pamlico  River.  It  had  been 
the  effort  to  keep  Maynard's  expedition  secret,  and  take  the  pirate 
by  surprise ;  but  Teach  had  discovered  it,  and  was  prepared  to  de- 
fend himself,  with  his  crew  of  twenty-five  desperadoes.  As  May- 
nard came  within  gun-shot,  he  received  Teach's  fire,  so  that  the 
engagement  commenced  on  his  side.  Maynard  then  stood  directly 
for  his  vessel,  but  unfortunately  grounded,  near  enough  for  Teach 
to  hail  him,  and  with  horrid  imprecations,  to  let  him  know  he 
would  neither  give  nor  take  quarter.  The  fight  thus  became  one 
of  predetermined  extermination,  and  was  desperate  on  both  sides. 
By  one  broadside  M-aynard  lost  twenty  men,  when  he  promptly 
resolved  that  the  contest  should  be  finished,  hand  to  hand,  at  close 
quarters.  To  effect  tliis,  he  resorted  to  the  stratagem  of  sending 
his  men  below,  with  instructions  to  be  ready  to  appear  on  the 
first  signal,  prepared  for  close  quarters.  As  he  anticipated.  Teach, 
perceiving  his  deck  clear,  ordered  his  crew  to  board.  The  moment 
they  touched  his  deck,  Maynard  called  his  men,  and  then  the 
slaughter  commenced.  The  two  commanders  made  for  each 
other,  and  discharged  their  pistols  without  effect ;  they  then  drew 
their  dirks,  and  alike  between  officers  and  men  on  both  sides,,  the 
blows  of  death  were  dealt  with  fearful  rapidity  on  a  deck  soon 
made  slippery  with  blood.  At  last  Teach  fell,  exhausted  from  the 
wounds  he  had  received :  of  the  seventeen  pirates  who  had  board- 
ed the  king's  vessel.  Teach  with  nine  others  were  killed  outright, 
and  the  other  eight  were  so  wounded  that  they  begged  for  and  re- 
ceived mercy.  Maynard  then  immediately  attacked  Teach's  vessel 
containing  the  residue  of  the  pirates  who  had  remained  on  board 
of  her.  Tlie  officer  in  command  had  ordered  a  desperate  negro, 
who  with  a  fire-brand  stood  ready,  to  apply  it  to  the  magazine  and 
blow  the  vessel  up  the  moment  she  was  boarded.  One  broadside 
was  all  that  she  discharged,  in  returning  which,  the  commander  of 
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the  pirates  would  appear  to  have  been  killed,  and  the  crew  yield- 
ed ;  tliough  it  was  with  difficulty  the  negro  was  prevented  from 
blowing  up  the  vessel,  even  after  he  knew  that  he  who  had 
ordered  it  was  dead.* 

Teach  was  now  beyond  the  reach  of  human  punishment:  he 
had  gone  to  a  more  fearful  tribunal  than  that  of  man.  Maynard 
ordered  his  head  to  be  severed  from  his  body,  and  hanging  it  at 
the  end  of  his  bowsprit,  sailed  up  to  the  town  of  Bath,  where  he 
landed  his  men  and  remained  some  little  time  for  their  refresh- 
ment and  recovery.  He  then  proceeded  to  his  station  in  Virginia, 
taking  with  him  his  pirate  prisoners,  and  still  carrying,  in  advance 
as  before,  the  head  of  their  brave  but  villainous  leader  hanging  at 
his  bowsprit.*  A  court  of  admiralty  there  soon  disposed  of  them, 
and  thirteen  of  them  followed  their  chief  to  the  judgment-seat  of 
eternity. 

On  the  trial  of  these  men,  facts  were  sworn  to  which  seemed  to 
implicate  Knight,  the  secretary,  who  temporarily  acted  as  judge 
also  in  the  court  of  admiralty.  Tliey  were  such  as  induced  the 
Virginia  authorities  formally  to  communicate  them  to  those  of 
Carolina ;  and  Williamson  says  that  "  by  that  evidence.  Knight's 
character  was  destroyed."* 

Tlie  records  of  Virginia  and  our  own,  show  that  a  witness,  the 
master  of  one  of  Teach's  vessels,  was  with  him,  in  1717,  when  he 
piratically  took  the  French  ship  loaded  with  sugar  and  cocoa: 
that  he  brought  her  into  Carolina,  pretending  that  he  had  found 
her  abandoned  at  sea :  that  soon  after  arriving  at  Ocracoke,  Teach 
went  up  to  Knight's  house  at  Bath,  in  a  boat,  carrying  with  him  a 
present  of  chocolate,  loaf-sugar,  and  sweetmeats,  taken  from  the 
French  ship :  that  when  Teach  returned,  he  brought  back  divers 
articles,  which  he  said  he  had  bought  in  the  country,  but  which 
the  witness  subsequently  understood  he  had  forcibly  taken,  by 
robbery,  from  a  man  named  Bell :  that  four  men,  who  were  among 
the  pirates  captured  by  Maynard,  were  those  who  accompanied 
Teach  in  the  boat  from  Ocracoke  to  Knight's  house.  These  four 
men  were  negroes,  and  corroborated  the  statements  above,  adding 
that  the  articles  brought  back  by  Teach  were  forcibly  taken,  on 

1 1  Martin,  284.  '  Ibid.,  885.  *  8  Williamson,  9. 
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their  return,  from  the  boat  of  Bell,  whom  they  met  not  far  from 
Knight's  house. 

Bell  testified  to  the  particulars  of  the  robbing  by  Teach,  and 
especially  to  the  theft  of  a  remarkable  silver  cup,  which  was  found 
on  board  of  Teach's  vessel  when  captured  by  Maynard.^ 

Williamson  appears  to  think,  and  not  without  reason,  that  a 
man  of  such  standing  as  Knight  possessed,  should  not  be  con- 
demned too  hastily,  on  the  testimony  of  one  white  and  four  black 
pirates.*  He,  however,  intimates  that  there  was  testimony  more 
damaging  than  this,  furnished  by  Knight  himself.  When  Teach 
was  killed,  a  letter  from  Knight  was  found  upon  his  person,  which, 
to  say  the  least,  afforded  evidence  of  a  degree  of  friendly  inti- 
macy with  a  more  than  suspected  pirate,  utterly  unbecoming  in 
one  who  was,  when  he  wrote  it,  secretary  of  the  province,  the  act- 
ing judge  in  admiralty,  and  collector  of  the  customs  for  Bath. 
This  letter  requests  Te^h  to  come  to  him  as  soon  as  possible, 'and 
informs  him  that  he  has  matters  of  importance  to  conmiunicate, 
which  he  cannot  commit  to  writing.  The  messenger  by  whom  he 
sends  the  letter,  he  adds,  can  tell  him,  in  part,  what  he  would  say^ 
but  dare  not  mriie.  He  advises  him  to  come  to  a  reconciliation 
with  three  men,  imnamed,  with  whom  it  seems  he  had  quarrelled ; 
and  tells  him  that  he  is  expecting  a  visit  from  the  governor  on  that 
day  or  the  next ;  and  believes  that  his  excellency  would  also  be 
glad  to  see  him  before  he  leaves- Carolina.  To  this  he  subscribes 
himself,  "  Your  real  friend."  *  There  is  another  fact  mentioned  by 
Williamson,  for  which  he  cites  no  authority,  and  for  which  among 
our  manuscript  records  we  have  seen  none.  It  is  this — that  of  the 
cargo  of  the  French  ship,  said  to  have  been  found  abandoned, 
twenty  barrels  of  sugar  and  two  bags  of  coffee  were  stored  by 
Teach  in  Knight's  bam.*  K  this  be  so,  it  must  be  confessed  it 
furnishes  a  proof  of  complicity  on  Knight's  part,  the  force  of 
which  it  is  difficult  to  evade. 

When  the  authorities  in  Virginia  communicated  these  matters 
to  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  they  did  not  hesitate  to  charge 
Kjnight  with  being  "  an  accessory  to  pirates ;"  and  demanded  that 
he  should,  by  the  powers  in  Carolina,  "  be  apprehended  and  pro- 

»  MS.  Records  of  Council,  1718.  «  Williamson,  8,  9,  228, 

s  A  copy  of  this  letter  may  be  found  iu  2  WilliamHon,  226.         <  2  Williamson,  6,  7. 
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ceeded  against"  accordingly.  The  governor  laid  the  matter  before 
the  council,  and  they  determined  that  before  any  proceedings 
were  had,  Knight  should  be  furnished  with  copies  of  all  the  docu- 
ments relating  to  this  charge  from  Virginia,  and  should  be  required 
to  attend  the  council  at  its  next  sitting,  bringing  with  him  all 
documents  and  papers  of  every  kind,  in  any  way  relating  to 
Teach,  and  the  transactions  of  Captain  Brand,  Lieut.  Maynard, 
and  all  others  concerned  in  that  business. 

When  Knight  appeared,  he  produced  as  a  witness  a  young  man, 
who  swore  he  resided  in  Knight's  house  at  the  date  of  the  alleged 
visit  of  Teach,  and  for  several  days  before  and  after  it:  that 
Knight  was,  during  that  time,  too  sick  to  leave  his  house :  that  he 
himself  was  particularly  watchful  at  night,  on  account  of  alarm 
from  the  Indians :  that  on  the  night  named  as  that  of  the  visit  of 
Teach,  he  was  quite  positive  no  one  came  to  Knight's  house :  that 
when  Bell  was  examined  before  Knight,  touching  the  robbery  of 
his  boat,  he  did  not  name  Teach  as  the  robber,  but  othere :  and 
finally,  that  he  never  had  known  Knight,  or  any  of  his  family,  to 
receive  any  present  from  Teach,  except  a  gun,  worth  about  forty 
shillings.  This  appears  to  have  satisfied  the  council,  and  termi- 
nated the  business.  Knight,  however,  we  are  inclined  to  think, 
never  afterward  occupied  his  former  position  in  the  estimation  of 
the  community.  And  now  we  gladly  turn  from  chronicling  events 
like  these,  to  speak  of  other  matters  connected  with  the  trade  of 
the  province. 

The  want  of  a  circulating  medium  in  the  operations  of  trade 
was  necessarily  felt  very  sensibly  by  the  community,  and  the  wits 
of  the  wisest  among  them  were  exercised  to  devise  a  remedy  for 
the  evil.  In  the  absence  of  cash,  they  sought,  as  men  generally 
do,  to  substitute  for  it,  credit.  But  individual  credit  would  not 
suffice ;  nor  could  individual  action  make  a  current  medium  of 
exchange  that  would  pass  from  hand  to  hand  as  money,  like  the 
metallic  standard  of  value,  gold  and  silver  coin.  The  only  plan 
therefore  was,  for  the  government  to  create  the  credit  and  supply 
the  medium.  Nor  was  this  required  for  the  convenience  of  the 
people  only :  the  government  was  itself  in  debt,  and  needed  the 
means  of  payment.  It  is  true  it  had  a  revenue :  there  was  a  small 
tax  on  land  ;  a  list  of  tithables — that  is,  persons  between  certain. 
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ages,  on  each  of  whom  there  was  a  personal  tax ;  there  were  im- 
posts also  on  vessels  entering,  as  well  as  other  small  taxes ;  but 
the  whole  amount  of  the  provincial  revenue  from  all  sources  was 
but  small.  The  Indian  wars  of  1712  had  created  a  debt  due  from 
the  country,  and  its  financial  affairs  were  most  commonly,  in  the 
times  of  the  proprietors,  in  a  sadly  depressed  condition.  The  rem- 
edy adopted  by  the  Assembly,  was  to  issue  what  they  called  "  bills 
of  credit."  The  idea,  however,  did  not  originate  with  them  ;  they 
followed  the  example  of  the  southern  part  of  the  province  at 
Charleston.  The  first  instance  of  bills  of  credit  in  Carolina,  and 
the  second  in  any  of  the  colonies,  was  seen  there.  Forgetful  of 
the  fact  that  credit  was  but  a  temporary  substitute  for  cash,  that 
the  day  must  come  at  last  when  the  promise  must  be  redeemed  by 
payment,  and  that  a  violated  promise  must  inevitably  destroy  the 
value  of  the  substitute  on  which  they  relied,  the  Assembly  of  Al- 
bemarle yet  seem,  at  first,  as  far  at  least  as  we  can  discover,  to 
have  ordered  emission  of  the  bills,  without  providing  any  special 
sinking  fund  for  their  ultimate  redemption. 

Of  these  bills,  we  presume  not  one  is  now  extant :  we  think, 
however,  that  they  declared  on  their  faces,  not  that  the  provincial 
treasury  would  ever  pay  them,  but  simply  that  they  should  "  pass 
current  for"  so  many  pounds  or  shillings,  "  according  to  the  act 
of  Assembly,"  &c.  Such  at  least  was  the  form  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  a  similar  emission  was  raade.^  The  first  emission  of  £8000 
was  directed  to  be  of  £2000  per  annum,  "  till  the  public  debt  was 
satisfied."  In  1715,  a  new  law  was  made,  ordering  £24,000  to  be 
issued,  the  particulars  of  which  were  as  follows  : 

1.  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  have  the  bills  prepared  for 
different  sums,  to  sign  them,  and  to  stamp  them  with  the  colony 
seal. 

2.  To  counterfeit  them  was  made  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy. 

3.  No  time  of  payment  or  redemption  was  to  be  named  in  the 
bill,  nor  was  any  interest  to  be  allowed  on  the  sum  named  in  it. 

>  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  1762,  printed  by  Miller,  vol.  i.  p.  596.  Brickell  gives  ue  the 
following  as  the  form  of  a  bill :  *'  Thit  bill  <jflenp&unds  shall  be  current  in  all  paynunU  in 
North  Oarolina,  according  to  an  act  of  Assemhly^  nuide  November  9th,  1729."  Wo  presume 
the  same  form  was  used  before  1729.    Briokell^s  History,  p.  45. 
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4.  The  bills,  wlien  thus  made,  were  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  special  commissioner,  who  was  required  to  give  bond  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duty. 

6.  With  the  bills,  this  commissioner  was  to  pay  to  the  creditors 
of  the  province  in  the  different  precincts,  through  the  hands  of  the 
precinct  treasurers,  the  balances  due  them  respectively  from  the 
government,  on  claims  that  had  been  allowed. 

6.  Within  six  months  from  the  25th  of  March,  1715,  all  out- 
standing bills  of  credit,  of  the  previous  emission,  were  to  be 
brought  in  to  the  commissioner,  to  be  by  him  redeemed  with  the 
new  bills.  On  the  old  ones  thus  brought  in,  the  commissioner 
might  allow  not  more  than  two  years'  interest ;  such  interest  ter- 
minating on  the  date  above  named.  And  if  any  person  holding 
the  old  bills  did  not  bring  them  in  to  the  commissioner  to  be  ex- 
changed before  the  25th  of  August^  1715,  then  he  was  to  receive 
no  interest  on  them  at  all ;  and  if  he  did  not  bring  them  in  before 
the  25th  of  March,  1716,  then  they  were  to  be  held  and  adjudged 
of  no  value. 

7.  As  fast  as  the  commissioner  redeemed  old  bills  to  the  value 
of  £300,  he  was  to  bum  them. 

8.  The  new  bills  were  made  a  legal  tender  for  debts  payable  in 
any  of  the  rated  commodities  of  the  country,  or  for  money.  K 
offered  in  satisfaction  of  the  latter,  they  were  to  be  estimated  at 
one  half  the  value  of  sterling ;  and  if  any  person  refused  to  take 
them  in  payment,  he  incurred  a  forfeiture  of  double  the  value  of 
tlie  bills  thus  refused. 

9.  If  any  member  of  the  Assembly,  in  either  house,  should  make 
a  motion  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  house,  was  "  derogatory 
and  prejudicial  to  the  public  credit  of  the  new  bills,"  such  mem- 
ber was  to  be  represented  to  the  lords  proprietors  as  an  enemy  to 
their  interests  and  to  the  country,  and  as  unworthy  of  their  service. 
If  he  belonged  to  the  council,  he  should  also  be  find  £20,  and  be 
suspended  from  the  council  until  their  lordships'  pleasure  could  be 
known ;  if  he  belonged  to  the  lower  house,  he  should  be  declared 
inci^able  of  ever  after  sitting  therein. 

And  these  were  the  ideas  of  our  forefathers  as  to  making  paper 
money.  Rude  enough,  it  must  be  confessed.  Not  one  woi*d 
making  provision  for,  or  promising  future  redemption ;  nor  even 
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the  small  privilege  allowed  the  people  of  paying  their  taxes  with 
this  currency  at  its  par  value. 

But  experience  came  as  time  rolled  on,  and  in  1722  we  find 
them  making  some  advance.  In  this  year  they  passed  a  law  for 
emitting  bills  to  the  amount  of  £12,000 ;  and  from  the  preamble 
it  would  seem  that  about  one  half  of  the  former  emission  of 
twenty-four  thousand  had  passed  out  of  circulation,  having  either 
found  its  way  to  the  treasury,  or  been  worn  out  by  usage.  These 
new  bills  varied  from  one  shilling  up  to  five  pounds,  and  were  to 
be  disposed  of,  by  a  conmaissioner,  as  the  former  emission  had 
been.  All  the  old  bills  were  declared  to  be  valueless  after  Au- 
gust, 1723,  but  in  the  mean  time  might  be  exchanged  for  the  new 
currency.  The  redeemed  bills  were  to  be  presented  to  the  Assem- 
bly, tliat  they  might  be  examined  and  burned.  Again  they  were 
made  a  lawful  tender,  and  declared  to  be  fifty  per  cent,  .less  in 
value  than  sterling,  but  were  to  be  taken  at  par  in  all  cases  where 
the  contract  did  not  expressly  state  that  the  debt  was  to  be  paid  in 
sterling.  Counterfeiting  was,  as  before,  made  a  capital  felony, 
and  so  also  was  the  uttering  a  counterfeit,  knowingly. 

Then  came  a  provision  looking  to  the  redemption  of  these  bills. 
An  annual  poll-tax  of  five  shillings  was  laid  on  every  tithable  in 
the  country,  which  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  collect. 
The  constables  of  each  district,  in  every  precinct,  were  required 
to  go  from  house  to  house,  under  the  direction  of  the  justices  of 
tlie  precinct,  that  the  list  of  tithables  might  be  complete  and 
accurate.  These  lists  were  to  be  handed  to  the  sheriff,  who,  by  a 
certain  day  in  each  year,  was  to  collect  the  tax,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  raise  it  by  a  distress.  The  sheriffs  were  allowed,  in  settling 
their  accounts  with  the  treasury,  to  make  their  payments  in  the 
bills  of  credit^  or  in  rated  commodities  of  the  government,  deliv- 
erable at  certain  landing-places  on  the  navigable  sti-eams,  in  their 
respective  precincts. 

This  law  was  an  improvement  on  its  predecessor,  but  still  sadly 
defective.  At  length,  however,  in  1727,  an  act  was  passed,  which, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  was  wise  and  good;  and, 
if  executed  according  to  its  terms,  quite  adequate  to  furnish  the 
people  with  a  safe  circulating  medium  that  would  in  general  vary 
but  little  from  its  par  value. 
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The  basis  of  this  act  was  the  security  by  mortgage  of  improved 
unincumbered  real  estate,  for  the  repayment  to  the  government 
of  a  loan  from  it  In  fact,  the  law  established  a  loan  office,  of 
which  these  were  the  leading  features : 

1.  The  sum  to  be  issued  was  fixed  at  £40,000,  in  bills  of  various 
amounts,  from  one  shilling  up  to  ten  pounds. 

2.  Five  commissioners  were  appointed  to  make  and  sign  the 
bills,  and  affix  to  them  the  colony  seal. 

3.  They  were  then  to  deliver  one  fourth  in  value  of  the  bills 
thus  made  to  the  treasurer,  for  the  redemption  of,  or  in  exchange 
for,  old  bills  of  the  former  emission.  The  remaining  three  fourths 
were  to  be  delivered  to  the  several  precinct  treasurers  named  in 
the  act,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  tithables  in  each  precinct: 
the  tithables  having  been  previously  obtained  by  a  carefully  taken 
census,  and  certified  to  the  treasurer  of  the  province  upon  oath. 
Eleven  precincts  are  named  in  the  act,  as  then  existing,  viz. : 
Chowan,  Perquimons,  Pasquotank,  Currituck,  Bertie,  Tyrrel, 
Beaufort,  Hyde,  Craven,  Carteret,  and  New  Hanover ;  and  it  is 
obsei'vable  that  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  in  these 
several  precincts  bring  to  our  notice  the  names  of  several  of  our 
oldest  and  most  respectable  families,  still  living  in  the  same  locali- 
ties that  were  occupied  by  their  forefatliers. 

4.  The  respective  precinct  treasurers  were  authoiized  and 
directed,  after  the  25th  of  March,  1728,  to  issue  the  bills  to  such 
persons  in  their  respective  precincts  as  might  desire  them,  and  in 
such  sums  as  ihey  might  wish,  on  a  loan  of  fifteen  years.  The 
person  receiving  the  bills  was,  however,  first  to  execute  a  mort- 
gage to  the  treasurer  of  unincumbered  lands  in  the  precinct,  to 
which  he  had  good  title,  and  which  was  of  double  the  value  of 
the  bills  he  received.  His  obligation  also  bound  him  to  pay  annu- 
ally to  the  treasm-er  interest  on  the  sum  received,  at  the  rate  of 
six  and  one  fourth  per  cent. ;  and  also  one  fifteenth  of  the  princi- 
pal he  might  have  received,  on  or  before  a  day  named.  Thus, 
supposing  one  to  have  received  £100,  at  the  end  of  the  first  year 
he  was  required  to  pay  £12  ISs:  4<?. ;  that  is  to  say,  £6  13s.  4:d. 
of  the  principal  (being  one  fifteenth)  and  £6  68,  interest  on  the 
hundred  he  had  received.  Proceeding  in  this  manner,  he  would 
for  tjie  second  year  pay  £12  10^. ;  that  is,  another  fifteenth  of  the 
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principal,  £6  13«.  4d.y  and  a  diminished  interest,  £5  168.  Sd,  At 
the  expiration  of  the  fifteen  years,  the  sum  of  £150,  principal  and 
interest,  would  thus  be  paid  oflf  in  annual  and  constantly  decreas- 
ing installments. 

5.  To  insure  promptitude  in  the  payment  of  these  annual  in- 
stallments, the  precinct  treasurers  were  authorized,  on  default,  to 
make,  by  any  officer  whom  they  might  appoint  for  that  purpose, 
an  immediate  distress  and  sale  of  the  personal  effects  of  the  de- 
faulter to  the  amount  of  his  deficit. 

6.  Fm*ther  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  defective  security, 
from  the  existence  of  a  prior  mortgage  on  the  land  of  the  bor- 
rower, although  a  general  registry  law  then  existed,  it  was  made 
the  duty  of  every  mortgagee  of  lands  in  the  precinct  to  give  the 
treasurer  notice,  in  writing,  of  the  particulars  of  such  mortgage, 
before  the  25th  of  March,  1728 ;  and  if  in  this  he  failed,  the  mort- 
gage to  the  treasurer,  if  one  were  made,  should  have  priority, 
though  it  were  of  later  date  and  unregistered. 

7.  Where  the  treasurer  was  ignorant  or  had  doubts  of  the  double 
value  of  the  lands  offered  in  mortgage,  then  they  were  to  be  ap- 
praised on  oath,  by  two  indifferent  freeholders  selected  by  the 
treasurer. 

8.  All  former  bills  of  credit  then  in  circulation  were  made  of 
no  value  after  the  29th  of  September,  1728.  Up  to  that  time  they 
might  be  exchanged,  at  the  treasury,  for  the  new  bills  created  un- 
der this  act. 

9.  As  these  new  bills  might  rise  above  or  fall  below  the  market 
value  of  those  already  in  circulation,  it  was  provided  that  they 
should  be  estimated  at  a  fixed  value, — twenty  shillings  of  the  bills 
were  to  be  held  worth  fifteen  pennyweights  of  silver,  as  current  in 
Virginia ;  and  in  all  payments  of  debts  then  existing  in  making 
allowance  for  the  advance  or  depreciation  of  the  new  currency, 
this  fixed  value  was  to  be  assumed  as  a  basis.  It  was  also  pro- 
vided that  each  succeeding  Assembly,  during  the  fiftieen  years  of 
the  loan,  should  periodically  revise  this  part  of  the  law,  and  de- 
clare the  value  in  silver  of  twenty  shillings  in  bills,  according  to 
the  then  existing  condition  of  moneyed  affairs  in  the  province. 

10.  The  form  of  the  mortgage  required  was  next  prescribed :  it 
was  very  short  and  simple,  and  it  was  expressly  enacted  that  no 
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mortgage  made  under  the  act  should  be  invalid  for  the  want  of 
technical  precision.  If  there  was  default  in  the  annual  payments, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  enforce  the  mortgage,  the  process  was 
summary.  No  bill  to  foreclose  was  required :  the  precinct  treas- 
urer might  enter  at  once  upon  the  mortgaged  premises,  and  after 
tliirty  days'  written  notice  at  the  court-house  of  the  precinct,  might 
there  publicly  sell  the  lands  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  make  a 
good  title  to  the  purchaser,  by  his  deed.  If  a  surplus  above  what 
was  due  remained  after  sale,  it  was  to  be  paid  to  the  mortgagor. 
But  the  mortgage  was  not  to  be  enforced  until  there  had  been  de- 
fault in  payment  for  three  years ;  and  never,  when  there  was  per- 
sonal property  to  satisfy  what  was  due. 

11.  As,  however,  the  bills  might  not  be  issued  fast  enough  to 
derive  from  their  interest  sufficient  funds  to  defray  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  government,  a  poll-tax  of  three  shillings  on  each 
tithable  was  imposed.  This  tax  was  to  be  regulated,  from  time  to 
time,  by  future  Assemblies  during  the  fifteen  years'  loan,  according 
to  the  amount  of  bills  in  circulation.  The  precinct  treasurers  were 
also  empowered  to  collect  this  poll-tax,  as  well  as  all  that  might  be 
yet  due  and  unpaid  on  the  former  levy  of  five  shillings  per  poll. 

12.  It  will  be  seen  that  if  the  £30,000  in  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
cinct treasurers  were  all  loaned  out  pursuant  to  the  act,  at  the  end 
of  fifteen  years  the  principal  and  interest  thereof  combined  would 
be  £45,000,  an  excess  of  £15,000  above  the  principal  received, 
which  it  was  very  necessary  to  keep  in  circulation  that  the  people 
might  have  means  wherewith  to  meet  their  payments.  It  was, 
therefore,  seen  to  be  indispensable  that  this  interest  should  not  lie 
idle  in  the  treasury,  nor  yet  be  burned :  it  was  wanted  for  the  cir- 
culation of  the  country,  and  its  absence  would  especially  be  felt  in 
the  payments  of  the  latter  years  of  the  fifteen.  Accordingly  it  was 
determined  to  issue  it  a  second  time  to  a  certain  extent.  How 
muqh  was  to  be  reissued  was  the  first  question,  and  as  £10,000  of 
the  whole  sum  made  (£40,000)  would  already  be  in  circulation  by 
having  been  exchcmged  for  that  amoimt,  already  in  the  people's 
hands,  of  the  old  currency,  it  was  thought  that  if  £5000  of  the  in- 
terest paid  in  were  again  thrown  into  the  circulation,  it  would 
suffice.  The  next  question  was,  how  should  it  be  reissued  ?  Ccr*- 
tainly  not  again  as  a  loan  upon  mortgage  of  real  estate,  for  this 
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would  have  defeated  the  whole  plan.  But  if  properly  applied  to 
some  public  use,  it  mattered  little  what,  it  accomplished  the  great 
end  of  once  more  circulating  it  among  the  people.  Accordingly, 
while  £10,000  of  the  interest  money  were  retained  in  the  treasury, 
to  go  out  no  more,  and  finally  to  be  burned,  they  ordered  £5000 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  interest  money  as  it  was  received,  in  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  government,  and  in  defraying  the  necessary 
charges  for  preparing  the  bills  and  otherwise  carrying  into  effect 
this  act. 

13.  The  next  provision  authorized  the  governors  to  fill  vacan- 
cies among  the  commissioners,  occasioned  by  death  or  resignation. 

14.  The  treasurer  was  required  to  hand  in  to  the  Assembly  all 
the  old  bills  he  received  in  exchange,  that  they  might  be  examined 
and  destroyed. 

15.  The  new  bills  were  made,  as  in  all  previous  cases  of  emi's-* 
sion,  a  lawful  tender ;  and  certain  rated  commodities  were  named 
in  the  act,  with  their  respective  values  in  the  new  currency.* 

16.  Counterfeiting  or  altering  the  bills,  or  knowingly  uttering 
them  thus  counterfeited  or  altered,  was  made  punishable  for  the 
first  offence  by  whipping,  not  to  exceed  forty  lashes,  standing  in 
the  pillory  two  hours,  and  having  one  ear  nailed  thereto,  and  cut 
off:  for  the  second  offence,  whipping  and  the  pillory  as  before, 
the  loss  of  the  other  ear  by  nailing  and  cutting  off,  and  branding 
in  the  hand  with  a  hot  iron  :  the  third  offence  was  made  felony 
witliout  benefit  of  clergy. 

17.  All  precinct  treasurers  were  to  give  bonds  and  take  oaths 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties. 


1  It  may  not  only  gratify  ourioBity  to  subjoin  this  list,  but  also  sbow  the  condition  of 
the  country,  as  exhibiting  the  worth  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Pitch  per  bbl £1  00  00 

Tar  «     0  12  06 

Pork       "     4  10  00 


Beef        «     80000 

Tallow  per  n> 0  00  10 

Silver  per  ounce 1  09  OO 

Goldperdwt 1  00  00 


Indian  oom  per  bushel £0  04  00 

Turpentine  per  bbl 1  06  00 

Train-oil  "     «  10  00 

Wheat  per  bnshel 0  07  00 

Tobacco  per  cwt 1  05  00 

Rice  **        106  00 

Hides  per  lb. 0  00  06 


If  any  one  owed  a  debt  in  any  of  these  rated  oommoditiop,  he  might  pay  it  in  bills 
according  to  the  above  values ;  and  the  creditor  could  not  refuse  to  take  payment  in  bills, 
unless  the  contract  expressly  provided  that  payment  should  be  made  in  gold  or  silver 
coin.  8o,  too,  the  tax-collectors  and  other  officers  of  the  country  might  take  payment  of 
the  public  debts  in  the  above  commodities,  at  their  rated  value,  instead  of  in  bills. 
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18.  AU  existing  contracts  for  payments  in  gold  or  silver  were 
to  remain  according  to  the  usage  at  the  time  of  the  contractmade, 
and  were  not  to  be  affected  by  this  act. 

19.  Any  borrower  of  the  bills  might,  at  any  time,  pay  in  all  he 
owed ;  but  if  he  did,  he  was  required  to  pay  also  three  per  cent, 
on  the  sum  borrowed  for  the  unexpired  period  of  the  fifteen 
years. 

These  were  substantially  the  provisions  of  this  law,  and  under 
ihe  circumstances  of  iheir  position,  it  was  the  best  they  could  do. 
They  could  not  of  course  make  a  hamJc^  such  as  is  known  to 
modem  times,  nor  would  it  have  been  advisable  to  do  so  if  they 
could.  This  plan  had  but  one  feature  in  common  with  a  bank :  it 
furnished  a  paper  circulating  medium ;  but  it  received  no  deposits, 
it  made  no  discounts,  it  dealt  in  no  exchange,  it  paid  no  dividends. 
Its  advantages  were  two :  first,  in  affording  a  circulating  medium ; 
and,  secondly,  in  deriving,  from  the  interest  paid  in,  the  partial 
means  of  carrying  on  the  government  with  a  little  less  of  direct 
taxation.  As  to  profit,  the  government  could  not  derive  any, 
even  from  the  diminution  of  the  bills  in  circulation,  by  loss  or 
destruction  from  use,  because  the  bills  promised  no  specie  to  the 
holder,  and  none  could  be  demanded. 

Pennsylvania  adopted  a  plan  very  similar  to  this  in  its  minor 
details,  and  identical  with  it  in  the  great  features.^  It  worked 
well  there,  and  Governor  Pownal,  who  had  presided  over  Massa- 
chusetts, South  Carolina,  and  New  Jersey,  strongly  recommended 
to  the  mother  coimtry  herself  to  open  a  loan-office  on  this  plan  for 
all  ihe  colonies.  Its  results  in  Carolina  belong  not  to  this  volume, 
but  to  her  history  under  the  royal  government. 

Onr  researches  have  brought  to  our  notice  the  existence,  during 
the  proprietary  government,  of  a  something  which  we  know  not 
whether  to  class  as  a  coin  or  a  medal  merely — though  we  think  it 
was  the  latter.  The  only  American  publication  in  which  it  has 
been  noticed  is  one  of  our  popular  magazines.'  It  is,  however, 
to  be  found  in  English  publications. 

The  only  remark  which  accompanies  it  is  the  following: — "In 


»  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  MillerM  edition,  1762,  vol.  i.  p.  598. 
*  Frank  Leslie^s  new  Family  Magazine  for  June,  1858. 
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the  year  1694,  a  copper  piece  was  struck,  it  is  said  by  Rotiers,  a 
celebrated  medallist  of  that  day,  for  circulation  in  the  Carolinas. 
It  bears  the  figure  of  an  elephant  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other, 
the  inscription,  '  God  preserve  Carolina,  and  the  Lords  Proprie- 
tor, 1694.' "  As,  however,  it  may  have  had  a  moneyed  value  as 
coin,  we  have  here  preserved  it. 


From  Col.  Byrd  we  learn  sometliing  of  the  particulars  of  the 
Indian  trade.  Articles  lit  for  the  business  were  imported  from 
England,  and  the  importers  either  sent  them  out  to  the  Indian 
towns  at  their  own  risk,  or  else  sold  them  on  credit  to  responsible 
Indian  traders,  who  paid  for  them,  on  their  return,  in  skins  and 
peltry.  The  business  was  carried  on  by  caravans,  the  goods  hav- 
ing been  made  up  into  suitable  packages  for  transportation  by 
horses.  Each  animal  carried  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two 
hundred  pounds,  and  the  caravan  travelled  about  twenty  miles  a 
day.  The  number  of  horses,  in  the  most  active  time  of  the  trade, 
was  sometimes  as  great  as  a  hundred.  The  trail  on  which  they 
travelled  was  always  the  same,  and  the  journey  sometimes  was  as 
much  as  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  Boanoke  River. 
The  goods  they  carried  were  chiefly  guns,  powder  and  shot,  hatch- 
ets or  tomahawks,  kettles,  coarse  red  and  blue  cloth,  blankets, 
some  cutlery,  brass  rings,  and  cheap  trinkets.  They  took  a  south- 
west course  from  Roanoke,  and  crossed  the  country  and  streams 
between  it  and  the  Tadkin,  and  thence  passed  down  to  the  Ca- 
tawba Indians  on  the  Santee,  with  whom  they  had  the  largest 
trade.    The  returns  were  almost  entirely  in  skins. 

But  little  more  remains  to  be  said  in  this  department  of  our 
work.  From  the  best  information  we  have  been  able  to  collect, 
the  following  presents,  we  believe,  a  truthful  picture  of  the  lim- 
ited trade  of  the  province.     Sometimes,  though  rarely,  exports 
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were  made  to  England.  Of  these,  the  articles  of  domestic  pro- 
duction were,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  deer-skins,  a  few  furs  of  the 
beaver,  otter,  and  raccoon,  tobacco,  timber  (pine  and  cypress),  and 
white-oak  staves;  other  articles,  brought  from  Campeachy  and 
the  West  Indies,  and  shipped  for  England,  were  chiefly  logwood 
and  cocoa.  The  trade  to  the  West  Indies  consisted  of  exports  of 
staves,  hoops,  shingles,  beef,  pork,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  and  tal- 
low ;  and  the  imports  were  rum,  sugar,  molasses,  cotton,  and  salt. 
English  manufactured  goods  were  also  imported  from  the  islands. 
Negroes  were  also  brought,  from  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes  chiefly. 
There  was  also  a  coasting-trade :  this  was  with  Boston,  New  York, 
and  Virginia  principally.  Dressed  deer-skins,  some  leather,  naval 
stores,  and  sometimes  Indian  slaves,  were  the  articles  sent.  The 
return  cargo,  particmlarly  from  New  England,  was  beer,  cider, 
dried  codfish,  mackerel,  and  occasionally  English  manufactured 
goods. 
Vol.  n.— 19 
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No.  I. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Henderson  Walker  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London. 

[F^om  MS8.  mpotmtum  (fUu  author.] 

NoBTH  Carolina,  21sf  October,  1708. 
Mat  it  please  your  Lordship  : — 

The  great  and  pious  designs  of  your  lordship  toward  these  American 
parts,  for  the  propagation  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  you  are  so 
pious  and  good  a  pillar,  emboldens  me  to  lay  before  your  lordship  the  pres- 
ent state  of  North  Carolina,  as  to  their  Christian  well-being ;  and  I  was 
the  more  encouraged  to  do  it  by  reason  that  our  lords  proprietors  were 
pleased  to  write  to  us  concerning  Mr.  Bray,  your  lordship's  commissary, 
coming  to  visit  us. 

My  lord,  we  have  been  settled  near  this  fifty  years  in  this  place,  and  I 
may  justly  say  most  part  of  twenty-one  years,  on  my  own  knowledge,  with- 
out priest  or  altar,  and  before  that  time,  according  to  all  that  appears  to 
me,  much  worse.  George  Fox,  some  years  ago,  came  into  these  parts,  and, 
by  strange  infatuations,  did  infuse  the  Quakers'  principles  into  some  small 
number  of  the  people ;  which  did  and  hath  continued  to  grow  ever  since  very 
numerous,  by  reason  of  their  yearly  sending  in  men  to  encourage  and  exhort 
them  to  their  wicked  principles ;  and  here  was  none  to  dispute  nor  to  oppose 
them  in  carrying  on  their  pernicious  principles  for  many  years,  till  God,  of  his 
infinite  goodness,  was  pleased  to  inspire  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bray,  some  time  about 
four  years  ago,  to  send  in  some  books  of  his  own  particular  pious  gift,  of  the 
explanation  of  the  Church  catechism,  with  some  other  small  books,  to  be 
disposed  of  and  lent  as  we  thought  fit,  did,  in  some  measure,  put  a  stop  to 
their  growth ;  and  about  a  year  after,  did  send  to  us  a  library  of  books  for 
the  benefit  of  this  place,  given  by  the  honorable  the  Corporation  for  the  Es- 
tablishing the  Christian  Religion,  by  one  Mr.  Daniel  Brett^  a  minister  appoint- 
ed for  this  place.  He  for  about  half  a  year  behaved  himself  in  a  modest 
manner,  but  after  that,  in  a  most  horrid  manner,  broke  out  in  such  an  ex- 
travagant course  that  I  am  ashamed  to  express  his  carriage,  it  being  in  so 
high  a  nature.  It  hath  been  a  great  trouble  and  grief  to  us  who  have  a  great 
veneration  for  the  Church,  that  the  first  minister  who  was  sent  to  us  should 
prove  so  ill  as  to  give  the  dissenters  so  much  occasion  to  charge  us  with 
him.  My  lord,  I  humbly  beg  you  to  believe  that  we  do  not  think  that  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Bray  knew  any  thing  of  the  life  and  conversation  of  the  man.  Wo 
did,  about  this  time  two  years,  with  a  great  deal  of  care  and  management. 
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get  an  Assembly,  and  we  passed  an  act  for  building  of  churches  and  estab- 
lishiDg  a  maintenance  for  a  minister  amongst  us ;  and  in  pursuance  thereto 
we  have  built  one  church,  and  there  are  two  more  a  going  forward ;  and  his 
excellency,  Francis  Nicholson,  Esq^  gov^nor  of  Virginia,  was  pleased,  of 
his  pious  goodness,  to  give  us  £10  to  each  church,  and  we  sent  copies  of 
that  act  of  Assembly  to  our  lords  proprietors  to  get  the  same  ratified,  and 
likewise  a  copy  to  Dr.  Bray,  to  entreat  his  favor  with  them  to  obtain  a  rati- 
fication, which  we  are  in  hopes  to  obtain  this  shipping ;  but  tboy  not  being 
come,  we  are  in  a  great  loss.  My  lord,  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  inform  you, 
that  we  have  an  Assembly  to  sit  the  3d  November  next,  and  there  is  above 
one  half  of  the  burgesses  that  are  chosen  are  Quakers,  and  have  declared 
their  designs  of  making  void  the  act  for  establishing  the  Church;  if  your 
lordship,  out  of  your  good  and  pious  care  for  us,  doth  not  put  a  stop  to 
their  growth,  we  shall  the  most  part,  especially  the  children  bom  here,  be- 
come heathens.  I  humbly  entreat  your  lordship  to  send  some  worthy,  good 
man  amongst  us  to  regain  the  flock,  and  so  perfect  us  in  our  duty  to  God, 
and  establish  us  by  his  doctrine,  life,  and  conversation  in  the  fundamentals 
of  our  Christian  profession,  that  we  in  our  time,  and  those  as  come  here- 
after, may  bless  God  that  he  has  raised  up  so  noble  a  pillar  as  your  lordship 
to  regain  those  who  are  going  astray,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  pernicious,  grow- 
ing principles  of  the  Quakers. 

Your  lordship  may  see  the  copy  of  our  act  by  Dr.  Bray,  and  I  humbly 
beg  your  lordship's  pardon  for  giving  you  this  trouble,  and  take  leave  to 
subscribe  myself,  my  lord, 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Henderson  Walker. 


No.n. 

An  Account  of  Mr.  Blair^s  Mission  to  North  Carolina, 

[From  the  author's  MSS.] 

I  was  ordained,  in  order  to  go  to  the  plantations,  12th  April,  1703,  and 
then  received  the  queen's  bounty  of  £20,  and,  soon  after,  my  Lord  Wey- 
mouth's bounty  of  £50 ;  upon  which  I  lived  in  England  till  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber following,  which,  together  with  my  fitting  out  for  such  a  voyage  and 
country,  consumed  the  most  part  of  my  money,  I  had  likewise  £5  sent  me 
by  my  lord  of  London  to  Portsmouth,  and  when  I  landed  in  Virginia  I  had 
110  more  than  £25. 
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I  landed  in  Virginia,  14th  of  January,  1704 ;  and,  as  soon  I  could  conve- 
niently travel,  I  waited  upon  the  governor,  and  immediately  after  made  the 
best  of  my  way  into  the  country  where  I  was  bound. 

I  arrived  amongst  the  inhabitants,  after  a  tedious  and  troublesome  journey, 
24th  ditto.  I  was  then  obliged  to  buy  a  couple  of  horses,  which  cost  me 
fourteen  pounds, — one  of  which  was  for  a  guide,  because  there  is  no  possi- 
bility for  a  stranger  to  find  his  road  in  that  country,  for  if  he  once  goes  astray 
(it  being  such  a  desert  country)  it  is  a  great  hazard  if  he  ever  finds  his  road 
again.  Beside,  there  are  mighty  inconveniences  in  travelling  there,  for  the 
roads  are  not  only  deep  and  difficult  to  be  found,  but  there  are  likewise  seven 
great  rivers  in  the  country,  over  which  there  is  no  passing  with  horses, 
except  two  of  them,  one  of  which  the  Quakers  have  settled  a  ferry  over  for 
their  own  conveniency,  and  nobody  but  themselves  have  the  privilege  of  it ; 
so  that  at  the  passing  over  the  rivers,  I  was  obliged  either  to  borrow  or  hire 
horses,  which  was  both  troublesome  and  chargeable,  insomuch  that  in  little 
more  than  two  months  1  was  obliged  to  dispose  of  the  necessaries  I  carried 
over  for  my  own  use,  to  satisfy  my  creditors. 

I  found  in  the  country  a  great  many  children  to  be  baptized,  where  I 
baptized  about  a  hundred ;  and  there  are  a  great  many  still  to  be  baptized, 
whose  parents  would  not  condescend  to  have  them  baptized  with  god-fathers 
and  god-mothers. 

I  married  none  in  the  country,  for  that  was  a  perquisite  belonging  to  tlie 
magistrates,  which  1  was  not  desirous  to  deprive  them  of. 

I  preached  twice  every  Sunday,  and  often  on  the  week-days,  when  their 
vestries  met,  or  could  appoint  them  to  bring  their  children  to  be  baptized. 

I  called  a  vestry  in  each  precinct,  in  my  first  progress  through  the  coun- 
try, to  whom  I  gave  an  account  of  my  Lord  Weymouth's  charitable  bounty 
in  supporting  my  mission  among  them,  and  likewise  of  the  good  designs  the 
honorable  society  had  for  them,  as  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Amy  that  they 
had  settled  £50  per  annum  for  the  maintenance  of  two  clergymen  amongst 
them ;  and  likewise  a  proposal  that  Dr.  Bray  desired  me  to  make  to  them, 
that,  upon  their  procuring  good  glebes,  he  doubted  not  that  there  might  be 
a  settlement  made  for  the  advantage  of  the  Church,  such  as  there  is  in  the 
island  of  Bermudas,  viz.,  two  slaves  and  a  small  stock  in  each  precinct^  and 
that  to  be  continued  good  by  the  incumbent  to  his  successor,  which  will  be 
a  lasting  estate  to  the  Church. 

They  have  built  in  the  country  three  small  churches,  and  have  three 
glebes. 

In  the  three  chief  precincts,  there  is  a  reader  established  in  each,  to 
whom  they  allow  a  small  salary,  who  reads  morning  and  evening  prayer 
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every  Lord's  day,  with  two  sermoBa,  and  I  toot  care  to  famish  lliem  with 
books  from  the  library  before  I  came  away. 

I  remained  very  well  satisfied  in  the  country  till  their  Assembly  sat,  which 
was  on  1st  March,  where  I  expected  they  would  propose  a  settlement  for 
my  maintenance ;  and  they  taking  no  care  of  it,  together  with  my  then 
circumstances,  which  were  but  very  indifferent,  discouraged  me  very  much, 
and  occasioned  my  first  thoughts  of  returaing  to  England ;  for  I  was  in- 
formed before  I  went  thither  that  there  was  £80  per  annum,  settled  by  law, 
to  be  paid  in  each  precinct  for  the  maintenance  of  a  minister,  which  law  was 
sent  over  hither  to  be  confirmed  by  their  lords  proprietors,  and  it  being 
supposed  not  to  be  a  competency  for  a  minister  to  live  on,  was  sent  back 
again  without  confirmation,  whereof  the  Quakers  took  the  advantage,  and 
will  endeavor  to  prevent  any  such  law  passing  for  the  future,  for  they  are 
the  greatest  number  in  the  Assembly,  and  are  unanimous,  and  stand  truly 
to  one  another  in  whatsoever  may  be  to  their  interest  For  the  country 
may  be  divided  into  four  sorts  of  people :  first,  the  Quakers,  who'  are  the 
most  powerful  enemies  to  Church  government,  but  a  people  very  ignorant  of 
what  they  profess.  The  second  sort  are  a  great  many  who  have  no  religion, 
but  would  be  Quakers,  if  by  that  they  were  not  obliged  to  lead  a  more  moral 
life  than  they  are  willing  to  comply  to.  A  third  sort  are  something  like 
Presbyterians,  which  sort  is  upheld  by  some  idle  fellows  who  have  lefk  their 
lawful  employment,  and  preach  and  baptize  through  the  country,  with- 
out any  manner  of  orders  from  any  sect  or  pretended  Church.  A  fourth 
sort,  who  are  really  zealous  for  the  interest  of  the  Church,  are  the  fewest  in 
number,  but  the  better  sort  of  people,  and  would  do  very  much  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Church  government  there,  if  not  opposed  by  these  tiiree  pre- 
cedent sects ;  and  although  they  be  all  three  of  different  pretensions,  yet 
they  all  concur  together  in  one  common  cause  to  prevent  any  thing  that 
will  be  chargeable  to  them,  as  they  allege  Church  government  will  be,  if 
once  established  by  law.  And  another  great  discouragement  these  poor 
people  have,  is  a  governor  who  does  not  in  the  least  countenance  them  in 
this  business,  but  rather  discourages  them. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  travel  through  the  country  at  that  rate  I  began,  I 
was  resolved  to  settle  in  one  precinct,  but  the  people,  all  alleging  that  my 
Lord  Weymouth's  charity  was  universally  designed  for  the  whole  country, 
would  not  consent  to  it ;  which  bred  some  disturbance  amongst  them,  upon 
which  I  was  advised,  by  some  of  the  best  friends  of  the  Church,  to  come 
over  and  represent  their  condition  to  the  honorable  society,  not  only  of  their 
want  of  ministers  but  likewise  of  inhabitants  to  maintain  them ;  and  their 
desires,  they  complying  with  my  necessities,  was  a  powerful  argument,  con- 
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ndering  I  was  then  reduced  to  my  last  stake,  and  knew  not  wliere,  or  upon 
what  acconnt,  to  be  farther  supplied.  Besides,  sach  a  solitary,  toilsome,  and 
hard  living  as  I  met  with  there  were  very  sufficient  disoonragenaeBts.  I  was 
distant  from  any  minister  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  so  that  if  any  case 
«f  difficulty  or  doubt  ehonld  hiq[ypen,  with  whom  should  I  consult  ?  And  for 
my  travelling  through  the  country,  I  rode  one  day  with  another,  Sundays 
omly  excepted,  about  thirty  miles  per  diem  in  the  worst  roads  that  ever  I 
saw ;  and  have  sometimes  lain  whole  nights  in  the  woods. 

I  will  BOW  endeavor  to  riiow  yon  how  inefficient  a  single  man's  labors 
wonld  be  amongst  so  scattered  a  people.  In  the  first  place,  suppose  him 
mkiiflier  of  one  precinct  (whereas  there  are  five  in  the  country),  and  this 
precinct,  as  they  are  all  bounded  with  two  risers,  and  those  rivers  at  least 
twenty  miles  distant,  without  any  inhabitants  on  the  road,  for  they  plant 
only  on  the  rivers,  and  they  are  planted  in  length  upon  those  rivers  at  least 
twenty  miles,  and  to  give  all  those  inhabitants  an  opportunity  of  hearing  a 
sermon,  or  bringing  their  children  to  be  baptized,  which  must  be  on  the 
Sabbath,  for  they  won't  spare  time  of  another  day,  and  must  be  in  every  ten 
miles  distant,  for  five  miles  is  the  fuithest  they  will  bring  their  children,  or 
willingly  come  themselves ;  so  that  he  must,  to  do  his  duty  effectually,  be 
ten  or  twelve  weeks  in  making  his  progress  through  one  precinct 

You  may  also  consider  the  distance  that  the  new  colony  of  Pamptico  is 
from  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  for  any  man  that  has  tried 
it  would  sooner  undertake  a  voyage  from  this  city  to  Holland  than  that,  for 
beside  a  pond  of  five  miles  broad,  and  nothing  to  carry  one  over  but  a  small 
perryauger,  there  are  about  fifty  miles  desert  to  pass  through,  without  any 
human  creature  inhabiting  in  it.  I  think  it  likewise  reasonable  to  give  you 
an  account  of  a  great  nation  of  Indians  that  live  in  that  government,  com- 
puted to  be  no  less  than  100,000,  many  of  which  live  amongst  the  EnglisL^. 
and  all,  as  I  can  understand,  a  very  civilized  people. 

I  have  often  conversed  with  them,  and  have  been  frequently  in  their  towns. : 
those  that  can  speak  English  among  them  seem  to  be  very  willing  and  foii<i 
of  being  Christians,  and  in  my  opinion  there  might  be  methods  taken  to 
bring  over  a  great  many  of  them.  If  there  were  no  hopes  of  noaking  them 
Christians,  the  advantage  of  having  missionaries  among  them  would  redound 
to  the  advantage  of  the  government,  for  if  they  should  once  be  brou^t  over 
to  a  French  interest  (as  we  have  too  much  reason  to  believe  there  are  some 
promoters  amongst  them  for  that  end  by  their  late  actions),  it  would  be,  if 
not  to  the  utter  ruin,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  all  the  English  plantations  on 
the  continent  of  America. 

I  have  here  in  brief  set  down  what  I  have  to  say,  and  shall  be  ready  to 
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answer  to  any  questions  the  honorable  society  shall  think  convenient  to  ask 
me  concerning  the  country ;  and  shall  be  both  ready  and  willing  to  serve 
them  anywhere  npon  such  encouragement  as  I  can  live,  according  to  my 
education,  after  my  Lord  Weymouth  ceases  to  lay  his  commands  on  me. 

I  have  made  a  considerable  losing  voyage  of  it  this  time,  both  by  my 
troublesome  travelling  in  America,  and  likewise  by  being  taken  into  France, 
where  I  was  prisoner  of  war  nine  weeks,  and  was  forced  to  make  use  of  my 
credit  for  my  sustenance ;  and  have  lived  in  the  same  circumstances  since  I 
came  to  England,  without  any  manner  of  relief,  which  has  been  very  trouble- 
some to  me,  all  which  has  brought  me  considerably  in  debt,  near  £85,  and 
now  in  no  way  to  pay  it,  without  my  charitable  bene&ctor  or  the  honorable 
society  judge  my  labors  worthy  a  reward. 


No.  m. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  op  the  Society  for  Propa- 
gating THE  Gospel. 

[fhm  the  MSS.qf  the  author.] 

Sir  : —  Vikginia,  lOth  June,  1708. 

Mr.  Gordon  and  I,  by  the  good  providence  of  God,  got  safe  to  Vir- 
ginia the  last  day  of  March,  from  whence  we  went  into  North  Carolina,  and 
addressed  ourselves  to  the  president  of  the  council,  who  received  us  with 
all  respect  and  civility. 

The  country  is  divided  into  four  large  precincts,  beside  a  large  tract  of 
land  called  Pamplico,  divided  into  three  precincts  more.  I  am  by  the  pres- 
ident and  council  appointed  to  settle  in  the  precinct  called  Pascotank,  and 
to  take  what  care  I  can  of  the  adjacent  precinct  of  Caratauk  [Curratuck] 
beside.  There  is  no  church  in  Pascotank ;  but  the  people,  upon  my  being 
ordered  among  them,  have  resolved  forthwith  to  build  a  church  and  two 
chapels  of  ease,  the  precinct  being  of  too  great  an  extent  to  meet  all  at 
one  or  two  places.  I  have  been  twice  among  the  people  of  Caratauk  pre- 
cinct, but  could  not  call  a  vestry,  some  of  their  leading  men  being  out  of 
the  country,  and  the  rest  unwilling  to  go  about  any  church  affairs  till  their 
Tetum.  I  cannot  propose  to  make  them  so  frequent  visits  as  the  faithful 
discharge  of  my  duty  requires,  till  the  extremity  of  the  heat  abates  a  little, 
which  now  keeps  me  from  undertaking  long  and  tedious  journeys. 

Each  precinct,  by  act  of  Assembly,  allows  a  minister  that  resides  among 
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tbem  to  the  valae  of  £30,  in  the  produce  of  the  country,  which  is  equivalent  to 
£  1 0  or  £  1 5  sterling.  I  found,  by  the  pious  care  of  our  new  president,  the  pos- 
ture of  atfairs,  as  to  matter  of  religion,  in  a  much  better  condition  than  might 
have  been  expected  in  a  place  so  destitute  of  means.  I  have  preached  some 
preparatory  sermons  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  find  many  of  the  people  well 
inclined  to  receive  the  sacrament  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  a  better  ac- 
count of  the  country  and  people  by  the  London  fleet  I  could  not  get  my 
goods  to  Carolina  when  I  first  arrived,  but  am  come  up  again  to  Virginia  to 
carry  them  down,  and  to  set  out  from  hence  again  (God  willing)  next  morn- 
ing for  Carolina  (blessed  be  God),  in  very  good  health ;  and  hope  the  Al- 
mighty will  enable  me  in  some  measure  to  answer  the  pious  design  of  so 
many  good  men,  which  shall  be  the  sincere  and  faithful  endeavor  of^  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

James  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretart  of  the  Society. 

[IVom  the  MSS.  qf  the  author.] 

Sir  : —  North  CAROUitA,   18^  Stptember^  1708. 

In  my  last,  by  Captain  Stuart,  I  wrote  you  an  account,  among  other 
things,  what  steps  I  had  made  in  order  to  administer  the  sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  to  such  as  should  be  religiously  disposed ;  but  our  un- 
happy distractions  which  immediately  followed,  and  the  flame  the  countr}' 
has  continued  in  ever  since,  broke  my  measures  as  to  that,  and  has  made 
me  desist  till  it  shall  please  God  to  put  an  end  to  the  confusion  and  conten- 
tions the  whole  province  is  engaged  in. 

I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  a  long  narrative  of  the  unhappy  circum- 
stances this  country  at  present  lies  under,  because  Mr.  Gordon  can  inform 
you  by  word  of  mouth,  and,  I  believe,  show  a  copy  of  the  true  state  of  this 
province,  written  by  our  president,  in  whose  sincerity  and  integrity  you  may 
confide,  and  who  has  been  no  small  sufferer  for  his  affection  to  the  Church. 
I  shall  only  add,  that,  in  general,  there  are  three  sorts  of  people  among  us : 
many  religious  and  true  members  of  our  communion,  some  Quakers,  and 
most  bred  up  in  ignorance,  who  neither  know  nor  profess  any  religion  at  all ; 
and  of  these  last  it  is  to  be  hoped  our  Saviour  has  a  plentiful  harvest  to  be 
reaped.  The  Quakers,  though  not  the  seventh  part  of  the  inhabitants,  yet, 
by  the  assistance  and  contrivance  of  Archdale,  a  Quaker  and  one  of  the 
lords  proprietors,  have  in  a  manner  the  sole  management  of  the  country  in 
their  hands,  and  of  late  years  have  at  their  pleasure  procured  a  revolution  of 
government  as  often  as  he  that  sat  at  the  helm  seemed  to  favor  our  Church, 
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or  endeavored  to  make  any  provision  for  a  ministry ;  and  if  the  grievances 
of  the  country  be  not  speedily  redressed  by  the  proprietors,  the  Quakers,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Presbyterians  (who  always,  in  hopes  of  preferment, 
side  with  those  who  are  in  a  capacity  to  promote  their  interest),  will  bear 
down  the  Church ;  and  instead  of  our  making  proselytes,  we  shall,  I  am 
afraid,  be  hardly  able  to  keep  what  we  have  from  being  perverted  and 
seduced  in  this  place  of  so  great  ignorance  and  enthusiasm.  Beside,  we 
dial!  be  engaged  in  perpetual  broils  and  quarrels  (as  we  are  at  present) ;  for 
our  old  worthy  patriots,  who  have  for  many  years  bore  rule  in  the  govern- 
ment with  great  applause,  cannot  without  concern  and  indignation  think  of 
their  being  turned  out  of  the  council  and  places  of  trust,  for  no  other  rea- 
son but  because  they  are  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  shoe- 
makers and  other  mechanics  should  be  appointed  in  their  room,  merely  be- 
cause they  are  Quaker  preachers  and  notorious  blasphemers  of  the  Church  ; 
some  of  which  have  declared  that,  till  the  Prince  of  Wales  be  proved  a 
bastard,  the  queen  can  have  no  pretensions  to  the  crown  of  England.  We 
are  in  hopes  the  lords  have  been  imposed  upon  by  Archdale,  and  that  we  shall 
be  redressed  from  England  according  to  the  charter  and  laws  of  our  country. 

In  the  mean  time  I  shall,  by  the  grace  of  God,  endeavor  to  behave  myself 
with  such  moderation,  dil^euce,  and  fidelity,  as  not  to  prejudice  the  great 
cause  I  have  in  hand. 

That  part  of  the  country  where  I  am,  designed  by  this  fleet  to  have  sent 
an  address  of  thanks  to  the  society  for  my  being  sent  among  them ;  but,  at 
my  request,  they  have  desisted  till  our  animosities  and  heats  (which  already 
have  not  been  without  blood)  be  composed,  and  I  give  a  ftirther  proof  of 
my  ministry. 

That  I  may  punctually  observe  your  instructions  and  commands  shall  be 
the  constant  and  faithful  desire  of^  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

Jambs  Adams. 


No.  IV. 

GOVBBNOR  GlOVBR   TO   THB   LORD   BiBHOP   OF   LoNDOX. 
[fhm  MSS.  mpossemon  qf  the  author.] 

My  Lord  : —  Hampton  in  YntGiNiA,  26  September^  1708 

Beside  my  own  obligations  of  duty  and  gratitude,  I  am  engaged  by 
the  repeated  applications  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  to  offer 
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thanks  for  your  lordship^s  care  over  us,  and  especially  in  behalf  of  the  parish 
of  Pascotauk,  where  an  orderly  congregation  has  ^en  kept  together  by  the 
industry  of  a  young  gentleman  whom  the  parish  employed  to  read  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Church,  as  the  law  of  this  place,  for  want  of  a  minister,  doth 
direct  This  gentleman  being  of  an  unblemished  life  by  his  decent  behavior 
in  that  office,  and  by  apt  discourses  from  house  to  house,  according  to  the  - 
capacities  of  an  ignorant  people,  not  only  kept  those  he  found,  but  gained 
many  to  the  Church  in  the  midst  of  its  enemies,  insomuch  that  the  Reverend 
Richard  Marsden,  waiting  here  for  a  passage  to  South  Carolina,  thought  it 
convenient  to  administer  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  is  the 
first  time  I  can  learn  of  its  being  administered  in  this  poor  country ;  this 
was  done  on  Trinity  Sunday,  1706,  and  the  same  day,  forty-five  persons, 
in&nts  and  adults,  were  baptized. 

If  any  thing,  my  lord,  in  this  life  was  able  to  raise  in  my  breast  a  joy  with- 
out mixture,  it  was  to  see  unbaptized  parents,  with  their  children  in  their 
arms,  oflfering  themselves  to  Christ,  which  I  have  seen,  and  therefore  I  ever 
will  rejoice. 

This,  with  the  adjacent  parish  of  Caratuck,  is  now  under  the  care  of  the 
Reverend  James  Adams,  to  their  general  satisfaction,  whom  they  have  pre- 
sented to  the  small  provision  of  £30  per  annum  each,  which  our  law  appoints. 
The  Reverend  William  Cordon  did  not  find  things  in  so  good  order  in  the 
other  two  parishes  of  Chowan  and  Perquimans,  yet  I  hope  the  account  he 
will  give  of  his  reception  will  be  in  some  measure  satisfactory.  It  lyeth 
somewhat  on  mo  to  make  an  apol(^  for  the  vestry  of  Perquimans,  where 
I  live ;  it  is  the  place  where  Quakerism  has  mostly  prevailed,  and  thereby 
attended  with  difficulties,  for  which  cause  their  vestry  adjourned  their  meet- 
ing, to  have  gained  the  little  advantage  of  my  company,  till  time  insensibly 
slipped  from  them  whilst  I  was  engaged  in  the  unhappy  troubles  which  the 
enemy,  alarmed  at  the  coming  over  of  these  worthy  gentlemen,  has  raised 
against  me ;  under  which  I  still  labor;  with  patience,  until  the  lords  pro- 
prietors shall  apply  some  remedy  to  the  present  disorders,  to  whom  I  have 
fitithfully  represented  the  whole  matter.  By  the  Reverend  William  Gordon, 
who  18  the  bearer  hereof  (while  we  bewail  his  absence  here),  your  lordship 
will  have  a  more  particular  account  of  the  state  of  affairs,  as  also  a  copy  of 
the  act  passed  here  relating  to  the  Churchy  in  which  there  is  6ne  great 
error,  which  was  not  in  my  power  to  prevent,  viz.,  "the  subjecting  the 
clergy  to  be  judged  by  laymen;"  although  that  clause  was  never  inter- 
preted, even  by  the  most  zealous  assertors  of  it,  to  extend  to  a  power  of 
displacing  those  who  were  orderly  presented  and  inducted,  but  only  such  as 
came  by  chance  and  were  agreed  with  from  year  to  year,  as  the  manner,  has 
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been  formerly  among  our  neighbors  of  Virginia.  I  shall  only  add  farther, 
that  that  clause  had  not  been  thoaght  of  by  the  composers  of  that  law,  had 
not  the  disorderly  behavior  of  Mr.  Brett  given  the  occasion. 

I  most  earnestly  beg  your  lordship's  pardon  for  this  trouble,  and  your 
prayers  for  this  poor  country,  and  in  it  for  me  the  most  unworthy. 
Your  lordship's  most  dutifal 

And  ever  bounden  servant, 

William  Gloybr. 


No.  V. 

Rev.  Mr.  Oordok  to  the  Secretary. 

[Ihrni  MSS.  in  pouettum  qf  the  author, ] 

Sir  : —  Lonooh,  May  18, 1709. 

I  have  already  delivered  to  your  honorable  board  a  short  account 
of  my  voyage  and  journey  to  North  Carolina,  the  eflfects  of  my  mission,  and 
the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  leave  the  place ;  and  since  you  desire  to 
know  something  farther  of  the  state  of  the  country  and  condition  of  the 
people,  in  relation  to  their  religion,  principles,  and  practice,  I  shall  (by  the 
help  of  the  closest  and  justest  observations  I  could  make,  and  the  best  infor- 
mations I  could  get  during  my  travels  through  the  country)  give  you  what 
satis&ction  can  be  reasonably  expected  from  so  short  a  stay. 

The  continent  of  North  Carolina  is  part  of  that  great  tract  of  land  granted 
by  King  Charles  II.  to  several  lords  proprietors,  whose  successors  and  pres- 
ent possessors  are  William,  Lord  Craven,  His  Grace,  Henry  duke  of  Beau- 
foit,  Lord  John  Carteret,  Maurice  Ashley,  esquire.  Sir  John  Colleton,  bar- 
onet, John  Danson,  esquire,  etc.,  being  in  number  eight. 

There  are  few  or  no  dissenters  in  this  government  but  Quakers,  who 
have  been  always  the  greatest  sticklers  against,  and  constant  opposers  of, 
the  Church,  and  that  with  no  small  success ;  it  will  not,  therefore,  be  im- 
proper to  trace  their  rise  with  the  privileges  and  immunities  they  still  plead 
and  contend  for  at  the  present  day,  to  the  great  disturbance  of  the  peace  of 
that  province,  and  the  hinderance  of  good  laws  and  other  proper  endeavors 
for  its  improvaL 

From  the  first  settlement,  I  find  for  some  years  they  were  few  in  number, 
and  had  little  or  no  interest  in  the  government,  until  John  Archdale,  pro- 
prietor and  Quaker,  went  over,  by  whose  means  some  were  made  council- 
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lors ;  and  there  being  then  no  ministers  in  the  place,  they  began  to  increase 
and  grow  powerful ;  for  the  council  granting  all  commissions,  in  a  short 
time  they  had  Quaker  members  in  most  of  their  courts ;  nay,  in  some,  the  ' 
majority  were  such,  who  still,  pushing  at  the  government,  were  very  diligent 
at  the  election  of  members  of  the  Assembly ;  so  that,  what  by  themselves, 
the  assistance  of  several  unthinking  people,  and  the  carelessness  of  others, 
they  carried  all  in  that  meeting  likewise ;  so  far  that  no  encouragement 
could  be  obtained  for  ministers,  notwithstanding  some  endeavors  which  were 
used  to  procure  them  a  very  small  and  inconsiderable  allowance. 

At  last,  after  may  attempts,  the  Churchmen  carried  an  act,  but  by  one  or 
two  votes,  called  "  The  Vestry  Act,"  by  which  twelve  vestrymen  are  to  be 
chosen  in  every  precinct,  who  have  power  to  build  a  church  in  each,  and  to 
raise  money  from  the  inhabitants  for  that  purpose,  with  a  sum  not  exceeding 
thirty  pounds  for  a  minister ;  whom  they  have  likewise  (by  that  act)  power, 
not  only  to  disapprove,  but  displace,  if  they  see  cause.  I  took  a  copy  of  it 
and  some  other  papers,  but,  my  servant  and  trunk  being  left  behind  by  an 
accident,  they  are  not  yet  come  to  my  hand. 

The  Church  party  thought  they  had  now  made  a  good  step,  and  therefore 
designed  to  improve  it  to  the  advantage  of  religion,  and  setting  such  a  reg- 
ular Church  discipline  as  the  lords  proprietors  were  obliged  by  their  charter 
to  countenance  and  encourage;  but  herein  they  mot  with  constant  opposi- 
tion from  the  Quakers,  who,  being  still  powerful  in  the  council,  numerous 
in  the  Assembly,  and  restless  in  their  endeavors,  spared  neither  pains  nor 
expense  to  have  this  act  repealed  or  altered ;  and,  by  their  continual  cavils 
and  disputes,  lengthened  out  the  time  of  the  Assembly's  sitting,  to  their  great 
trouble  and  charge. 

In  the  year  1704,  the  law  made  in  the  first  year  of  her  present  majesty, 
entitled  "An  act  to  declare  the  oath  coming  in  place  of  the  abrogated 
oaths,"  etc.,  reached  Carolina,  which  the  Quakers  refusing  to  take,  they 
were  dismissed  the  council,  Assembly,  and  courts  of  justice,  and  a  law  was 
made  that  none  should  bear  any  office  or  place  of  trust  without  taking  the 
said  oaths. 

Some  time  after,  the  Quakers  sent  complaints  against  Colonel  Daniel,  then 
governor,  deputed  by  Sir  Nathaniel  Johnston,  in  South  Carolina.  They  pre- 
vail :  Sir  Nathaniel  removes  him,  and  sends  one  Colonel  Cary  in  his  room. 

The  Quakers  then  began  their  old  game,  and  strive  to  get  into  the  courts 
and  Assembly  again.  This  governor  thereupon  tenders  them  the  oaths, 
whi(^  they  refusing  to  take,  are  again  dismissed,  and  an  act  made,  that 
whoever  should  promote  his  own  election,  or  sit  and  act,  not  qualifying 
himself  first  by  taking  the  oaths,  should  forfeit  five  pounds.    This  so  nettled 
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the  Qaakera  that,  in  the  year  1706,  they  sent  one  Mr.  John  Porter  to  &g^ 
land,  with  fresh  grievances  and  new  complaints  to  the  lords  pi-oprietos% 
who,  by  his  canning  management,  and  the  help  of  Mr.  Archdale,  a  Quaker 
proprietor,  obtained  a  new  Qommission,  by  virtue  whereof  Sir  Nathaniel 
Johnston's  power  in  that  province  was  suspended,  Col.  Gary  removed,  and 
several  new  deputations  sent  by  the  proprietors,  with  power  to  choose  a 
president  among  themselves.  Thus  Porter,  having  procured  a  deputation 
for  himself  and  some  other  Quakers,  arrived  in  Carolina  October  1707,  about 
five  months  before  we  reached  Virginia. 

And  here,  sir,  I  could  give  you  a  large  account  of  this  man's  management, 
and  the  use  he  made  of  his  new  commission,  with  his  many  tricks  to  ad- 
vance the  interest  of  the  Quakers,  and  the  confusion  and  disturbance  of 
which  he  was  the  chief  or  only  occasion, — but  this  would  be  as  tedious  aa 
his  actions  are  in  themselves  unwarrantable. 

In  short,  sir,  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  he  calls  the  new  deputies  together, 
being  most  Quakers  (without  waiting  for  the  governor  and  old  deputies' 
presence,  though  they  had  all  appointed  a  day  for  the  whole  council  to  sit, 
and  settle  the  government  according  to  the  lords  proprietors'  instructions  in 
that  commission),  and  chooses  for  their  president  whom  they  imagined 
would  be  for  their  purpose;  but  he,  taking  the  same  method  as  their 
former  governors  did,  disappointed  Porter's  expectation,  who,  for  revenge^ 
gets  a  meeting  with  both  old  and  new  deputies,  reverses  Glover's  election, 
declaring  it  illegal,  and  so  void  and  null,  though  he  was  the  only  promoter 
of  it.  The  president  and  Col.  Pollock,  a  councillor,  {H-otested  against  thesa 
proceedings ;  but  Porter  went  on,  strikes  in  with  Colonel  Cary,  the  late 
deputy-governor,  whom  he  had  by  his  complaints  turned  out,  chooses  him 
president  by  the  votes  of  the  very  same  councillors  who  bad  before  chosen 
Mr.  Glover,  and  all  this  by  virtue  of  that  very  commission  which  removed 
him  from  the  government  From  this  sprung  the  great  confusions  in  which 
I  left  that  poor,  distracted  colony.  There  were  two  competitors  for  com- 
mand ;  each  drew  their  party  in  arms  to  the  field,  one  roan  was  killed  before 
I  came  away,  and  God  knows  how  far  they  have  carried  these  contentions 
since. 

I  did,  at  my  arrival  in  England,  lay  the  whole  state  of  these  affairs  before 
the  lords  proprietors,  who,  no  doubt,  will  take  a  speedy  and  effectual  method, 
not  only  to  suppress  the  present,  but  prevent  such  disorders  for  the  future ; 
and  there  is  now  a  gentleman  appointed  governor  of  that  province  [Hyde] 
who,  by  his  prudence,  will  in  all  likelihood  cool  the  present  heats,  andP  lead 
them  on  gently  toward  a  regular  and  lasting  establishment,  to  the  advan- 
ti^e  of  the  proprietors  and  peace  to  the  country. 
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And  now,  sir,  I  shall  examine  a  little  the  Quakers*  pretences,  who  plead 
that  they  were  the  first  settlers  in  that  country ;  but  this  (a6cording  to 
the  best  accounts  I  could  get)  seems  false  in  fact, — that  religion  being 
scarce  heard  of  there  till  some  years  after  the  settlement ;  it  is  true,  some 
of  the  most  ancient  inhabitants,  after  George  Fox  went  over,  did  turn 
Quakers. 

They  allege  they  are  the  chief  inhabitants,  promoters,  and  upholders  of 
its  interests ;  but  this  must  be  either  by  their  number,  riches,  or  prudence. 
As  to  their  number,  they  are,  at  this  time,  but  about  the  tenth  part  of  the 
inhabitants ;  and  if  they  were  more,  they  would  be  but  the  greater  burden, 
since  they  contribute  nothing  toward  its  defence.  Neither  is  it  by  their 
riches,  there  being  but  few  or  no  traders  of  note  amongst  them ;  beside,  the 
levy  there  is  raised  per  poll,  and  not  by  the  estimate  of  men's  estates,  so 
that  the  poorest  pay  as  much  as  the  richest  And  it  is  so  far  from  being 
by  their  prudence,  that,  on  the  contrary,  their  ignorance  and  obstinacy  are 
but  too  remarkable  upon  all  occasions,  of  which  they  have  given  a  very 
evident  proof  by  being  the  great  promoters  of  the  present  confbsions  of  that 
colony ;  so  that  I  see  no  right  they  have  to  such  a  share  in  the  government 
as  they  pretend.  The  charter,  I  am  sure,  grants  them  none,  nor  does  it  give 
power  to  the  lords  proprietors  to  grant  any,  neither  have  they  by  their  con- 
stitution done  any  such  thing ;  and  if  there  be  any  privileges  granted  to  the 
inhabitants,  it  is  to  such  only  who  bear  arms,  so  that  it  was  other  dissenters, 
not  Quakers,  they  intended  to  invite  thither  by  those  indulgences.  As  for 
liberty  of  conscience,  none  may  more  peaceably  enjoy  it,  if  they  would 
therewith  be  content 

I  could  not  but  take  notice  of  their  irreverent  carriage,  in  subscribing  their 
solemn  affirmation.  Mr.  Archdale  himself  uncovered  his  head  to  hear  a 
foolish  woman  make  an  unaccountable  clamor  before  meat,  at  his  own  table ; 
but  when  he  subscribed  the  oaths  to  be  taken  for  putting  in  execution  the 
laws  of  trade,  he  did  it  with  his  hat  on,  which  is  an  error  no  Barclay  has 
made  an  "apology"  for. 

I  have  observed,  amongst  the  worst  of  the  other  sort,  when  they  came  to 
the  Book  they  showed  a  reverence,  and  there  appeared  an  unwillingness 
upon  them,  which  serves  the  great  end  of  God  and  the  queen,  in  the  discov- 
ery of  truth,  whilst  the  careless  and  unseemly  behavior  of  those  men  is 
openly  scandalous  and  profane. 

I  shall  now,  sir,  give  you  some  small  account  of  the  particular  precincts. 
You  ^11  see,  by  the  plain  draft,  the  largeness  of  so  much  of  the  country  as 
is  laid  down,  the  bearings  of  the  land,  the  number  of  tithables  in  each  pre- 
cinct    The  roads  are  generally  very  bad,  especially  in  Paquimans  and 
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Pasquetank,  which  makes  it  a  yeiy  troablesome  work  for  one  minister  to 
attend  two  precincts. 

Chowan  is  the  westernmost,  the  krgest  and  thinnest  seated :  they  built  a 
church  some  years  ago,  but  it  is  small,  very  sorrily  put  together,  and  is  ill 
looked  after ;  and,  therefore,  I  prevailed  with  them  to  build  another,  which 
they  went  about  when  I  came  away.  The  plan  of  it  I  brought  over,  and 
was  desired  to  procure,  if  possible,  from  the  society,  as  much  glass  as  will  be 
necessary  for  the  windows,  which  by  computation  will  amount  to  326  feet 

There  are,  I  think,  no  Quakers  or  any  other  dissenters  in  this  parish :  the 
people  indeed  are  ignorant,  there  being  few  that  can  read,  and  fewer  write, 
even  of  their  justices  of  peace  and  vestrymen ;  yet  to  me  they  seemed  very 
serious  and  well  inclined,  both  in  public  and  private,  many  of  them  being 
very  ready  to  embrace  (as  far  as  they  could)  all  opportunities  of  being  in- 
structed. The  worst  is,  that  the  narrowness  of  their  sense  and  conceptions 
occasions  many  differences  and  quarrels  amongst  themselves,  for  which  no 
man  can  find  any  shadow  of  reason,  but  their  ignorant  mistakes  of  one  an- 
other's meaning,  and  upon  this  account  I  found  these  more  frequent  here 
than  in  any  other  country  I  have  ever  travelled. 

This  precinct  was  one  of  the  two  I  attended,  and  being  very  large,  and 
divided  by  the  Great  Sound  and  several  rivers  and  branches,  was  very  trou- 
blesome ;  however,  I  was  in  all  the  parts  of  it,  baptized  almost  a  hundred 
children,  distributed  those  small  tracts  which  were  sent  over,  settled  a 
schoolmaster,  and  gave  some  books  for  the  use  of  scholars,  which  the  church- 
wardens were  to  see  left  for  that  use,  in  case  the  master  should  remove. 

The  greatest  difficulty  I  met  with  was,  in  some,  an  obstinate  aversion  to 
god-fathers  and  god-mothers;  neither  sense  or  reason  could  prevail  with 
them  :  in  this,  therefore,  I  bent  my  strongest  endeavors  with  one  or  two, 
who,  by  their  character  for  sense  and  sobriety,  had  some  influence  over  the 
rest ;  with  whom  having  prevailed,  all  were  convinced  and  followed  their 
•example ;  and  so  they  would  oftentimes,  in  any  thing  else,  without  examin- 
ing the  cause  or  troubling  themselves  for  reasons,  this  being  a  general  rule 
for  their  practice  in  all  other  cases.  However,  I  am  confident  they  are  yet, 
by  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  pious  care  and  prudent  conduct  of  some  dili- 
gent minister,  in  a  capacity  of  being  made  devout  Christians  and  xealous 
Churchmen ;  whereas,  if  they  be  left  alone,  the  principles  (and  it  is  to  be 
feared  the  practice  too)  of  religion  and  morality  will  be,  in  a  short  time, 
•quite  defaced.  ^ 

The  next  precinct  is  Paquimans,  under  my  care  eqiially  with  the  other. 
Here  is  a  compact  little  church,  built  with  more  care  and  expense,  and  bet- 
ter contrived  than  that  in  Chowan ;  it  continues  yet  unfinished,  by  reason 
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of  the  death  of  one  Major  Swan,  about  September,  1707,  who  zealously  pro- 
moted the  interests  of  religion  in  general,  and  forwarded,  by  his  continual 
pains  and  expense,  the  building  of  that  church  in  particular,  when  there 
was  none  in  the  country.  Here  is  no  library  or  other  public  books  what- 
ever. 

The  Quakers  in  this  precinct  are  very  numerous,  extremely  ignorant,  in- 
sufferably proud  and  ambitious,  and  consequently  ungovernable :  this  made 
my  work  more  difficult  than  it  was  in  Chowan,  They  doubled  their  efforts 
and  contrivances  against  my  endeavors;  their  meetings  amongst  themselves 
were  more  frequent,  and  their  attacks  upon  others  furious.  However,  as 
these  things  cost  me  the  more  pains,  so  I  used  the  utmost  circumspection 
both  in  public  and  private,  and  if  at  any  time  I  took  occasion  to  preach 
against  their  principles,  as  now  and  then  I  found  it  necessary,  I  was  as 
moderate  as  was  possible  in  my  expressions,  free  from  harsh  reflections,  and 
always  pressed  the  truth,  as  much  for  its  own  sake  as  for  the  Church's  which 
professed  it;  and  this  I  found  had  a  better  effect  than  the  rougher  methods 
which,  it  seems,  had  been  formerly  used  with  them ;  for,  by  such  means, 
and  the  success  of  some  small  favors  I  showed  them  in  physic,  they  not  only 
became  very  civil,  but  respectful  to  me  in  their  way,  and  have  many  times 
entertained  me  at  their  houses  with  much  freedom  and  kindness. 

This  precinct  is  not  so  large  as  Chowan,  and,  though  the  roads  are  worse, 
the  journeys  are  shorter.  Here  are  twelve  vestrymen  as  in  the  rest,  but 
most,  if  not  all  of  them,  very  ignorant,  loose  in  their  lives,  and  unconcerned 
as  to  religion ;  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  get  one  meeting  with  them,  while 
I  was  there,  notwithstanding  my  best  endeavors  to  obtain  that  favor.  Their 
ill  example,  and  the  want  of  ministers  and  good  books,  have  occasioned 
many  who  were  better  disposed,  through  ignorance,  to  join  with  the  Quakers; 
being  willing  to  embrace  any  thing  that  looks  like  a  religion,  rather  than 
have  none  at  all.  Yet  I  am  apt  to  think  that  some  of  these  poor  souls  may 
be  regained,  several  having  told  me  they  owed  their  first  departing  from  the 
Church  to  the  ill  example  and  imprudent  behavior  of  their  ministers ;  and 
therefore  it  seems  absolutely  necessary  that,  if  any  minister  be  sent  thither, 
he  should,  if  possible,  beside  an  exemplary  life  and  diligent  attendance  on 
all  the  duties  of  his  function,  he  should  be  as  well  read  in  men  as  in  books, 
and  will  find  as  much  if  not  more  occasion  for  the  one  than  the  other. 

And  as  he  will  meet  with  unaccountable  tempers,  so  they  will  require 
uncommon  methods  to  deal  with  them,  in  order  to  gain  credit,  and,  conse- 
quently, an  access  fo  their  hearts.  Here  and  in  Chowan  the  ways  of  living 
are  much  alike ;  both  are  equally  destitute  of  good  water,  most  of  that  be- 
ing brackish  and  muddy ;  they  feed  generally  upon  salt  pork,  and  some- 
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times  upon  bee^  and  their  bread  of  Indian  corn,  which  they  are  forced  for 
want  of  mills  to  beat ;  and  in  this  they  are  so  careless  and  uncleanly  that 
there  is  but  little  difference  between  the  corn  in  the  horse*s  manger  and  the 
bread  on  their  tables  :  so  that  with  such  provisions  and  such  drink  (for  they 
have  no  beer),  in  such  a  hot  country,  you  may  easily  judge,  sir,  what  a  com- 
fortable life  a  man  must  lead ;  not  but  that  the  place  is  capable  of  better 
things,  were  it  not  overrun  with  sloth  and  poverty. 

The  next  precinct  is  Pasquetank,  where  as  yet  there  is  no  church  built ; 
the  Quakers  are  here  very  numerous ;  the  roads  are,  I  think,  the  worst  in 
the  country ;  but  it  is  closer  seated  than  the  others,  and  better  peopled  in 
proportion  to  its  bigness.  In  their  way  of  living  they  have  much  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  rest,  being  more  industrious,  careful,  and  cleanly  ;  but  above 
all  I  was  sui'prised  to  see  with  what  order,  decency,  and  seriousness  they 
performed  the  public  worship,  considering  how  ignorant  people  are  in  the 
other  parishes.  This  they  owe  to  the  care  of  one  Mr.  Griffin,  who  came 
here  from  some  part  of  the  West  Indies,  and  has  for  three  years  past  lived 
amongst  them,  being  appointed  reader  by  their  vestry,  whose  diligent  and 
devout  example  has  improved  them  so  far  beyond  their  neighbors,  and  by 
his  discreet  behavior  has  gained  such  a  good  character  and  esteem,  that  the 
Quakers  themselves  send  their  children  to  his  school,  though  he  had  prayers 
twice  a  day  at  least,  and  obliged  them  to  their  responses,  and  all  the  decen- 
cies of  behavior  as  well  as  others.  After  Mr.  Adams  was  settled  here  I 
found  it  improper  for  Mr.  Griffin  to  stay,  and  therefore,  notwithstanding  the 
large  offers  they  made  him  if  he  would  continue,  he  consented  to  fix  in 
Chowan,  where  I  left  him,  having  procured  for  him  a  small  allowance  from 
the  vestry ;  but  I  am  afraid  the  hardship  he  will  meet  with  in  that  part  of 
the  country  will  discourage  him,  if  not  force  him  from  thence,  though  he 
promised  me  to  hold  out  as  long  as  he  could. 

Curratuck  is  the  easternmost  precinct,  including  the  Sand  Banks  and 
some  part  of  the  south  side  of  the  Sound  :  a  very  incommodious  place  for 
damp  colds  in  winter  and  musquitoes  in  summer.  I  never  travelled  through 
this  parish,  so  I  can  give  but  a  very  little  account  of  it.  They  have  no 
church,  nor  ever  had  any  books  sent  them.  Mr.  Adams  has  at  present  un- 
der his  care  this  precinct  and  Pasquetank,  from  whom  an  account  at  large 
may  be  best  expected. 

Bath  county  contains  most  of  that  land  which  lies  to  the  southward  of 
Albemarle  Sound  to  Pamplico  River,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  miles  more 
southerly  to  Neuse  River,  which  (being  but  lately  peopled  with  a  few  French 
who  lefl  Virginia)  is  not  laid  down  in  the  draft. 

They  have  divided  the  whole  into  three  precincts  or  parishes,  though  the 


BEUaiON  AND  LEABNIKG.  809 

inhabitants  of  all  are  but  equal  in  number  to  any  one  of  the  other,  most  of 
which  are  seated  on  Paraplico  River  and  its  branches.  Here  is  uo  church, 
though  they  have  begun  to  build  a  town  called  Bath.  It  consists  of  about 
twelve  houses,  being  the  only  town  in  the  whole  province.  They  have  a 
small  collection  of  books  for  a  library,  which  were  carried  over  by  the  Rev- 
erend Doctor  Bray,  and  some  land  is  laid  out  for  a  glebe ;  but  no  minister 
would  ever  stay  long  in  the  place,  though  several  have  come  thither  from  the 
West  Indies  and  other  plantations  in  America ;  and  yet  I  must  own,  it  is 
not  the  unpleasantest  part  of  the  country, — nay,  in  all  probability  it  will  be 
the  centre  of  trade,  as  having  the  advantage  of  a  better  inlet  for  shipping, 
and  surrounded  with  most  pleasant  savannas,  very  useful  for  stocks  of  cattle. 

In  this  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  province,  there  is  no  money ;  every  one 
buys  and  pays  with  their  commodities,  of  which  com,  pork,  pitch,  and  tar 
are  the  chief :  pork  at  468  per  barrel  cent — 250  lbs.  weight,'  pitch  at  258 
per  barrel,  com  at  250  per  bushel,  and  tar  at  152  per  baiTel,  which  prices 
(though  fixed  by  their  laws)  they  can  seldom  reach  for  it  anywhere  else, 
after  considerable  expense  and  risk;  so  that,  by  their  computation,  the 
difference  of  their  money  to  sterling  is  as  one  to  three ;  and  if  you  buy  a 
plantation  there  for  £300  of  their  pay,  they  will  much  rather  take  £100  in 
England. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have,  in  obedience  to  your  commands,  given  you  this  plain 
and,  I  am  sensible,  imperfect  account  of  North  Carolina,  a  country  but  wild 
and  imperfect  in  its  circumstances ;  and  in  all  I  have  said  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  people  in  general,  I  must  beg  some  exceptions,  as  few  as  yon 
please,  there  being,  here  and  there,  a  gentleman  whose  substance,  sense  in 
managing,  and  metliods  of  living,  somewhat  exceed  the  rest ;  but  they  live 
at  such  distances,  that,  as  by  their  example  they  have  but  little  influence,  so, 
upon  the  same  account,  tbey  can  as  little  contribute  to  the  easiness  of  a 
missionary's  condition,  who  is  forced  to  take  up  with  what  conveniences  he 
can  find  not  too  many  miles  distant  from  the  churches  he  is  obliged  to  at- 
tend ;  and  this  will  necessitate  any  minister  who  goes  over  to  purchase  land, 
buy  servants,  build  a  church,  and  improve  a  plantation,  before  he  can  live 
tolerably ;  which  will  require  more  expense  than  the  encouragement  given 
will  bear. 

If;  sir,  you  think  this  worth  communicating  to  the  honorable  society,  I 
leave  it  to  your  discretion,  and  am,  sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

William  Gordon. 
1  Thus  in  the  original. 
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No.  VL 
Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary. 

[■ZTEAOT.] 

[fVom  MSS.  inpontmon  qf  the  Attihor,'] 

Sir  : —  YiiouriA,  Oetcber  4, 1709. 

I  doubt  not  but  Mr.  Gordon  informed  you,  by  word  of  mouth,  that, 
when  we  came  hither,  we  found  the  government  in  the  hands  of  such  per- 
sons as  were  promoted  for  God's  service  and  good  order,  and  from  whom 
we  met  with  all  reasonable  encouragement  in  the  discharge  of  our  mission. 
But  now  the  case  is  sadly  altered,  for  the  Quakers,  alarmed  at  our  arrival, 
did,  in  a  most  tumultuous  manner,  stir  up  the  ignorant  and  irreligious,  who 
are  by  much  the  greater  number  in  this  colony,  by  bold  lies  and  calumnies 
against  both  the  government  and  us  ;  and  we  are  now  ruled  by  such  as  are 
generally  friends  only  to  drunkenness,  irreligious  and  profane,  insomuch  that 
in  many  places  where  before  I  met  with  all  encouragement  and  civility,  I  find 
nothing  but  reproaches,  threatenings,  and  ill  usage;  and  many,  who  then 
seemed  zealous  and  forward,  are  now  turned  quite  back.  Mr.  Gordon  had 
experience  of  these  things  in  some  measure  before  he  went  over,  but  now 
things  are  carried  to  far  greater  extremes.  The  abuses  and  contumelies  I 
met  with,  in  my  own  person,  are  but  small  troubles  to  me  in  respect  of  that 
great  grief  of  hearing  the  most  sacred  parts  of  religion  impiously  profaned 
and  ridiculed.  We  had  a  communion  lately,  and  the  looser  sort  at  their 
drunken  revelling  spared  not  to  give  about  their  bread  and  drink  in  the 
words  of  administration,  to  bring  into  contempt  that  most  holy  sacrament,  and 
in  derision  of  those  few  persons  who  then  received  it ;  and  yet  such  flagrant 
crimes,  notwithstanding  of  my  complaint  to  our  magistrates,  go  unpunished 
and  unregarded.  Wo  daily  expect  in  our  new  governor,  who,  I  hope,  will 
set  the  country  again  in  order  and  redress  our  grievances.  I  pray  God  he 
may  prove  a  good  man,  for  upon  his  disposition  will  very  much  depend  the 
further  fruit  of  my  mission. 

In  the  precinct  of  Pascotank,  where  I  chiefly  resided  last  year,  are 
thirteen  hundred  and  thirty -two  souls,  whereof  nine  hundred  profess  them- 
selves of  the  Church  of  £ngland,  excepting  some  few  Presbyterians,  who 
now  constantly  join  themselves  with  us  in  our  service,  have  had  their  chil- 
dren baptized  by  me,  and  are  willing  to  have  them  brought  up  in  oui  way 
of  worship.     There  are  about  eleven  who  profess  no  religion ;  two  hundred 
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and  ten  Quakers,  and  two  hundred  and  eleven  negroes,  some  few  of  which 
are  instructed  in  the  principles  of  Christian  religion,  but  their  masters  will 
by  no  means  permit  them  to  be  baptized,  having  a  false  notion  that  a  Chris- 
tian slave  is,  by  law,  free.  I  have  baptized,  since  I  came,  between  the  par- 
ishes of  Pascotank  and  Caratauk,  two  hundred  and  thirteen  children  and 
two  adult  persons.  I  have  administered  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
three  times :  twice  in  Pascotank,  where  I  had  fourteen  communicants ;  the 
second  time  I  had  twenty-four ;  and  the  last  time  I  administered  in  Cara- 
tauk, where  I  had  thirty — the  names  of  all  which,  housekeepers,  communi- 
cants, and  baptized  persons,  Ac,  I  have  by  me  in  my  Notitia  Parochialis, 
according  to  my  instructions. 

I  have  lately  lived  mostly  in  Caratauk,  but  it  is  a  precinct  of  so  large  an 
extent,  and  so  much  divided  by  water,  that  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get 
passages  into  all  the  extreme  corners  of  it. 

In  my  next  I  shall  send  you  an  account  of  that  parish,  which  is  not  above 
half  as  populous  as  Pascotank,  and  but  one  professed  Quaker  in  the  whole 
bounds.  Had  the  government  continued  as  we  found  it,  there  had  been 
churches  built  now ;  but  since  the  Quakers  and  their  accomplices  have  got 
to  the  helm,  all  such  thoughts  are  laid  aside. 

I  have  not,  since  I  came  to  the  country,  received  so  much  as  to  pay  for 
my  diet  and  lodging,  and  if  I  had  not  drawn  bills  upon  Mr.  Hoar,  I  had 
been  in  great  want  I  have  a  very  laborious  mission,  the  places  I  preached 
at  being  some  of  them  sixty,  others  above  seventy  miles  distant  I  bless  the 
Lord  I  have  had  my  health  well,  and  I  pray  God  to  give  me  his  grace  so  to 
direct  my  ways  in  this  troublesome  and  unsettled  country,  as  not  only  to 
acquit  myself  with  applause  to  those  good  men  who  sent  me,  but  that  I 
may  be  likewise  able  to  give  a  comfortable  account  of  my  stewardship  at 
that  dreadful  tribunal  where  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  disclosed, 
which  shall  be  the  daily  prayer  ^nd  &ithful  endeavor  of, 

Sir,  yours,  etc., 

Jambs  Adams. 

I  wrote  to  you  formerly  of  one  Mr.  Griffin,  who  had  behaved  himself  very 
remarkably  in  the  office  of  a  reader  and  schoolmaster :  he  has  fallen  into 
the  sin  of  fornication,  and  joined  with  the  Quakers'  interest,  which  has 
proved  a  great  stumbling-block  to  many  of  our  persuasion. 
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No.vn. 

Rev.  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secrbtart. 

[From  MSS.  inpossestion  qf  the  author.] 

Sir  : —  Cabatauk,  March  27,  1710. 

In  my  last  I  gave  you  a  large  account  of  the  sad  disorder  and  confusion 
of  our  country,  and  till  authority  interposes  we  are  likely  to  continue  in  the 
same  deplorable  condition.  We  have  long  expected  our  new  governor,  but 
now  begin  to  despair  of  his  coming.  I  have  taken  particular  care  to  write 
over,  according  to  my  instructions,  but  have  not  heard  from  the  society 
since  my  arrival  in  America,  which  makes  me  very  uneasy,  not  knowing 
whether  or  not  my  letters  have  got  to  your  hands.  Nothing  but  my  true 
concern  for  so  many  poor  souls,  scattered  abroad  as  sheep  having  no  shep- 
herd, and  my  duty  to  those  good  men  who  reposed  this  trust  in  me,  could 
have  prevailed  on  me  to  stay  in  so  barbarous  and  disorderly  a  place  as  this 
now  is,  where  I  have  undergone  a  world  of  trouble  and  misery  both  in  body 
and  mind.  Had  the  government  continued  as  Mr.  Gordon  and  I  found  it, 
I  doubt  not  but  I  should  have  been  able  to  have  given  a  very  successful 
account  of  my  mission ;  but  as  long  as  things  continue  as  they  are,  I  can 
scarcely  have  hopes  of  making  proselytes  and  gaining  over  that  number 
which,  if  backed  by  authority,  I,  by  the  grace  of  God,  might  probably  have 
done.  I  have  met  with  so  many  discouragements  (of  which  my  not  hearing 
from  you  is  none  of  the  least),  that  L intend  (please  God)  next  summer  or 
fall,  as  a  passage  shall  offer,  to  embark  for  Great  Britain,  and  shall,  I  hope, 
produce  such  testimonies  of  ray  endeavors  and  behavior  in  every  respect,  as 
shall  satisfy  you  all  well  of  my  diligence  and  fidelity. 

We  have  in  this  parish  of  Caratauk  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  souls, 
whereof  ninety-seven  are  negroes,  one  Quaker,  and  five  or  six  of  no  pro- 
fessed religion ;  the  rest  all  join  with  me  in  our  Church  service.  I  have 
baptized,  this  last  year,  thirty-five  children  between  the  precincts  of  Cara- 
tauk and  Pascotank,  and  some  of  Perquimmins.  I  administered  the  Lord's 
Supper  Christmas  last,  and  had  twenty-seven  communicants. 

I  am,  with  all  respects,  sir,  yours,  etc^ 

James  Adams. 
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Rbv.  Mb.  Adams  to  the  Seorstart. 

[fhmi  MSS.  in  possetnon  of  the  author.] 

Sib  : —  Yibginia,  4^  September,  1710. 

About  a  week  ago  I  waited  upon  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hyde,  who  was 
appointed  governor  of  our  country ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  he  thinks  it 
not  advisable,  as  things  have  happened,  to  go  into  North  Carolina  till  he 
hears  again  from  England  ;  so  that  God  only  knows  when  our  distractions 
are  to  have  an  end.  Though  we  be  a  numerous  and  considerable  body  of 
people,  yet  we  seem  to  be  below  the  care  of  the  lords  proprietors,  who,  I  am 
afraid,  are  abused  by  a  misrepresentation  of  the  couptry,  made  by  the 
Quakers  and  their  Action,  or  trust  too  much  to  the  management  of  Mr. 
Danson,  a  proprietor,  of  the  aforesaid  sect,  who  receives  his  informations 
from  those  of  that  party,  particularly  one  Porter,  a  person  notoriously 
infamous,  whose  practice  is,  in  conjunction  with  the  Quakers'  adherents, 
when  they  hear  of  any  man  going  from  this  country  who  is  not  of  their 
interest,  to  write  scandalous  lies  and  calumnies  against  him  to  the  lords 
proprietors,  to  lessen  the  said  person's  credit  in  what  he  shall  say  in  relation 
to  the  state  of  the  country.  Thus  they  served  Mr.  Gordon  and  others,  and 
hearing  of  my  intentions  for  Europe,  have  probably  done  the  same  by  me. 
But  I  hope  the  testimonies  sent  from  the  two  parishes  where  I  have  lived 
ever  since  my  arrival  in  the  country,  are  sufficient  enough  to  prevent  all 
my  enemies  from  doing  me  any  mischief  that  way.  Mr.  Glover  has  been 
solicited  by  worthy  persons  in  Virginia,  who  pity  the  lamentable  condition 
our  colony  has  so  long  been  in,  to  write  the  state  of  the  country,  and  dedi- 
cate it  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  commissioners  of  trade;  but 
it  is  resolved  to  be  silent  till  he  learns  the  determination  of  the  lords  pro- 
prietors. 

I  have  lived  here  in  a  dismal  country  about  two  years  and  a  half,  where  I 
have  suffered  a  world  of  misery  and  trouble,  both  in  body  and  mind ;  I  havo 
gone  through  good  report  and  evil  report,  and  endured  as  much  as  any  of 
your  missionaries  have  done  before  me ;  wherefore,  I  humbly  pray  you,  and 
hope  the  honorable  society  will  now  be  pleased  to  alter  my  mission  to  South 
Carolina,  where  I  doubt  not  but,  by  God's  assistance,  I  shall  be  able  to  do 
more  good ;  and  whoever  succeeds  me  here  will  have  this  advantage,  that 
none  of  the  countiy  will  be  prejudiced  to  his  person  (as  all  who  adhered 
to  the  Quakers  are  to  mine) ;  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  will  not  conduce  a 
little  to  the  success  of  his  labors.  I  have  lodged  above  this  year  past  in  the 
house  of  a  planter,  an  old  man,  who,  before  the  Quakers  got  the  government 
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in  their  hands,  was  one  of  our  councillors.  He  has,  after  his  own  decease 
and  his  wife's,  left  a  considerable  legacy  for  the  encouragement  of  a  minister 
in  the  parish  where  he  lives,  which  is  as  follows,  viz. :  A  very  good  planta- 
tion, upon  which  he  lives,  with  all  the  houses  and  some  household  furniture, 
two  slaves  and  their  increase  forever,  together  with  a  stock  of  cows,  sheep, 
hogs,  and  horses,  with  their  increase  forever ;  all  which,  immediately  upon 
the  old  people's  decease,  may  moderately  be  valued  at  £200,  and  in  some 
years  after  may  prove  a  moderate  living  for  a  minister  in  itself.  The  old 
gentleman's  name  is  Sanderson. 

Since  my  last  I  have  baptized  forty  persons,  whereof  six  were  adult  pala- 
tines :  the  number  of  communicants  last  Easter  was  twenty-five.     ^ 

We  have  in  this  precinct  about  seventy  or  eighty  Indians,  many  of  which 
understand  English  tolerably  well,  but  oar  own  distractions  have  hitherto 
prevented  my  thoughts  of  doing  any  great  matters  among  them,  considering 
the  bad  examples  we  show  them. 

I  understand,  by  my  lord  of  London's  letter,  that  the  society  has  been 
pleased  to  augment  my  salary,  for  which  I  desire  to  offer  my  most  humble 
thanks. 

I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  first  opportu- 
nity, and  remain  with  all  respect,  sir. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

James  Adams. 


No.  VIII. 

Colonel  Glover  to  the  Societf  tor  Propagating  the  Gospel. 

[From  MSS.  hdonging  to  the  auikor.] 

North  Cabouna,  Aiupul  30,  1710. 
May  it  please  your  Lordships  : — 

Although  the  trouble  and  confusion  this  unhappy  country  has  labored 
under,  ever  since  the  arrival  of  your  lordships'  reverend  missionaries,  has 
compelled  me  to  retire  from  all  public  employments ;  and  the  poor  return 
we  are  able  to  make  for  your  lordships'  pious  care  and  charitable  expenses, 
admonisheth  me  to  lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth  and  keep  silent  till  the 
lords  proprietors  shall,  by  their  prudent  care,  have  restored  order  and  jus- 
tice among  us,  under  the  influence  of  which  we  hope,  by  God's  grace,  to 
bring  forth  better  fruit, — although,  I  say,  these  considerations  had  discour- 
aged me  from  making  any  application  until  I  could  have  presented  your 
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lordships  with  a  fairer  prospect  of  affairs,  yet,  the  inclosed  papers  being  put 
into  my  hands,  I  held  myself  bound  to  present  them  to  your  lordships,  and 
join  with  the  subscribers  in  the  character  they  give  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Adams,  and  in  which  I  am  sure  all  persons  who  have  any  respect  either  to 
religion  or  loyalty  do  heartily  concur.  I  will  not  enter  into  a  relation  of 
the  success  his  labors  have  had ;  as  to  that,  his  reverend  successor  will  not, 
as  I  think  he  is  in  justice  bound  not  to  be,  be  silent  And  for  the  difficul- 
ties he  has  met  with,  he  has  waded  through  them  under  the  vigilant  eyes  of 
the  malicious  enemies,  without  committing  any  thing  unbecoming  a  minister 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  What  is  further  necessary,  he  is  him- 
self able,*by  word,  to  supply,  if  any  thing  be  wanting  in  the  account  he  has 
already  given  by  writing,  wherein  I  know  he  has  neither  neglected  opportu- 
nity nor  spared  cost  or  pains. 

These  papers  ought  to  have  come  under  the  public  seal,  but  that  being 
forcibly  detained  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  professed  enemies  of  the 
Church  as  well  as  to  all  good  order,  it  could  not  be  procured  on  this 
occasion  :  being  able,  therefore,  to  give  them  no  greater  confirmation,  I  hum- 
bly present  them  to  your  lordships'  noble  bounty  to  this  poor  country,  and 
therein  especially  to  your  lordships' 

Most  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

WiLUAM  Glover,  President. 


No.  IX. 
Rev.  Mk.  Dennis  to  the  Seoretart. 

[■XTBACT.] 

[From  3[S8,  belonging  to  the  author.] 

Sir  : GoosB  Cbuk,  Septmher  8,  1711. 

I  met  nothing  worthy  remark  till  I  got  into  North  Carolina,  being  the 
26th,  which  is  distant  about  a  hundred  and  some  odd  miles,  where  I  found 
the  people  all  in  confusion  and  disorder,  every  one  getting  their  arms,  and 
were  in  a  readiness  to  go  down  to  a  place  called  Pamplico  to  take  one  Col- 
onel Cary  who  was  late  president,  and  had  got  the  Lord's  money  in  his 
hands,  and  would  neither  lodge  it  in  the  Assembly's  hands,  nor  give  them 
sufficient  security  for  the  indemnifying  the  people  from  the  lords.  This  put 
me  to  a  stand  whether  I  had  best  proceed  through  such  a  disorderly  coun- 
trj-  as  I  perceived  that  was,  or  else  to  go  back ;  but,  desiring  God's  protec- 
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tion  and  blessing,  I  resolved  to  pat  forward ;  so  sending  my  horses  and 
gaide  back,  I  crossed  Roanoke  River,  and  then  was  obliged  to  travel  six 
miles  on  foot,  there  being  no  such  thing  as  a  horse  to  be  had :  at  length  I 
got  one,  and  that  night  reached  Governor  Hyde\  where  I  found  abundance 
of  men  in  arms.  I  was  received  very  kindly,  and  after  the  governor  had 
perused  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  Governor  Spotswood  of  Virginia  (which 
was  in  my  behalf),  he  told  me  he  was  designed  to  Paniplico  the  morrow, 
and  that  there  was  opportunity  for  my  passage  for  South  Carolina.  The 
next  day,  being  Monday  27th,  the  governor,  with  about  eighty  men,  crossed 
the  Sound  and  went  up  the  river  Moretto  [Moratoc]  about  twelve  miles,  and 
there  landed  his  men,  which  were  there  increased  to  about  one  huifdred  and 
fifty,  but  left  his  guns  there.  We  were  all  obliged  to  lie  in  the  woods  that 
night,  and  the  next  day  got  to  Pamplico  (otherwise  called  Hampton),  the 
place  where  Colonel  Cary  lived ;  but  he,  having  notice  of  our  coming,  made 
his  escape  to  a  house  of  one  Colonel  Daniels,  which  was  a  small  way  down 
the  river.  The  governor  did  not  think  fit  to  pursue  him  that  day,  but  on 
the  next,  went  down  with  his  men,  at  which  time  Colonel  Cary  had  fortified 
the  house  with  five  pieces  of  cannon,  and  had  about  forty  men ;  they  could 
not  bring  him  to  any  terms  that  was  reasonable,  and  finding  they  were  so 
well  fortified,  marched  back  again  without  any  action.  There  was  a  young 
gentleman,  a  relation  of  Governor  Hyde,  killed  by  accident.  June  the  1st, 
tlie  governor,  with  his  men,  marched  up  the  country  again,  and  I  remained 
at  Hampton  waiting  for  my  passage,  the  vessel  being  not  then  ready ;  dur- 
ing my  stay  here  I  lodged  at  one  Major  Gale's,  a  very  civil  gentleman,  at 
whose  house  the  people  met  each  Sunday,  where  a  young  gentleman,  a 
lawyer,  was  appointed  to  read  prayers  and  a  sermon,  they  having  no  min- 
ister. I  understood  they  had  a  gentleman  sent  them  by  the  honorable  so- 
ciety, but  he  could  not  live  among  such  an  unaccountable  sort  of  people, 
and  was  removed  up  in  the  country.  Colonel  Cary,  finding  the  governor 
gone,  infused  into  the  people  that  that  Assembly  was  not  duly  elected,  and 
that  Governor  Hyde  was  not  governor,  having  no  commission  sent  him,  and 
therefore  he  could  not  comply  with  their  demand ;  and  one  Mr.  Roach,  a 
merchant,  which  are  proprietors,  backing  the  said  Colonel  Cary,  with  assur* 
ing  the  people  that  Colonel  Hyde  was  not  designed  governor,  raised  the 
affections  of  the  people  toward  Colonel  Cary,  and  incensed  them  against 
Governor  Hyde,  Colonel  Pollock,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  governor's 
council ;  what  the  end  will  be  I  know  not,  being  obliged  away  from  this 
place. 

My  reason  for  insisting  so  long  on  this  subject  is  to  let  you  see  partly  the 
management  of  this  country,  the  inconstancy  and  unaccountableness  of  this 
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people,  who  are  of  sach  a  fitctioas  temper,  that  they  are  ready  to  follow  any 
one  that  will  head  them,  let  the  design  be  what  it  will ;  and  all  is  purely 
for  want  of  sense  and  reason.  I  really  think  there  cannot  be  a  people  in 
the  world  like  them ;  indeed  the  country  is  good,  pleasant,  and  fruitful,  and 
if  mhabited  with  honest  and  industrious  people,  would  exceed  all  the  places 
I  have  yet  seen. 

Sir,  yours,  etc., 

Benjamin  Dennis. 


No.X 


EXTBAOTS   FROM   THE   MiNUTB-BOOK    OF   "FrISNDS,"   OR    QuAKSRS,   IN 

Albemarle.     1702~1'729. 
Marriage. 

1702. — At  a  monthly  meeting,  etc.,  "  Robert  White  and  Tabitha  Alford 
declared  their  intentions  of  taking  each  other  in  marriage ;  it  being  the  first 
time,  Friends  appoint  Thomas  Symons  and  Caleb  Bundy  to  inspect  into  their 
clearness,  and  to  make  report  to  the  next  monthly  meeting." 


1702. — "  Robert  White  and  Tabitha  Alford  declared  their  intention  of 
marriage  before  the  meeting  the  second  time :  the  Friends  appointed  to 
make  inquiry,  make  report  that  they  have  so  done,  and  find  nothing  to  the 
contrary  but  that  they  are  clear ;  therefore.  Friends  leave  them  to  their  lib- 
ert\'  to  take  each  other  in  the  order  of  truth." 


1706. — "Jeremiah  Symons,  jr.,  and  Rachel  Root  appeared  the  second 
time,  and  laid  their  intentions  of  marriage :  the  Friends  appointed  bring  in 
a  clear  account ;  therefore,  Friends  leave  them  to  their  liberty  to  take  each 
other  in  the  order  of  truth." 


1707. — "Christopher  Nicholson  and  Mary  Pool  appeared  before  this 
meeting  the  second  time,  and  declared  their  intention  of  taking  each  other 
in  marriage.  The  said  Christopher  having  obtained  a  certificate  from  the 
monthly  meeting  of  Pequimans,  is  thereby  found  clear  of  all  other  women, 
in  relation  to  marriage ;  also  the  said  Mary  Pool  being  found  clear  of  mar- 
riage intanglements  with  any  other  man,  are  now  left  to  their  liberty  to 
take  each  other." 
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1708. — "There  was  a  complaint  brought  against  Edward  Mayo,  for  at- 
tempting to  marry  with  a  woman  which  is  not  of  our  society,  contrar}'  to 
the  known  practice  of  Friends :  wherefore  it  is  the  judgment  of  Friends, 
that  the  said  Edward  shall  publicly  condemn  his  unseemly  action  by  a  paper 
from  under  his  hand,  and  have  it  read  in  next  monthly  meeting." 


1712. — "Henry  Eeaton  and  Elizabeth  Scott  (widow)  appeared  and  de- 
clared their  intention  of  marriage :  it  being  the  first  time,  Friends  appoint," 
etc^  etc.,  "  to  see  that  the  fatherless  children  have  their  duo  of  their  father^s 
estate,  also  that  Henry  Keaton  give  security  for  the  same." 


1712. — "Friends  take  notice  that  John  Turner  and  Esther  Belman  had 
not  appeared  to  declare  their  intention  of  marriage  the  second  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  good  order  used  among  Friends,  appoint  John  Symons  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  thereof" 


1712. — "The  Friend  appointed  upon  account  of  John  Turner  and  Esther 
Belman  makes  report  he  hath  so  done ;  and  the  said  Friends  appearing,  de- 
sired that  they  might  be  clear  from  each  other.  Friends  desired  them  to  be 
careful  not  to  do  the  like  any  more." 


1716. — "A  paper  of  condemnation  was  read  against  the  ill  proceedings 
of  Grace  Cartwright  and  her  daughter,  in  consenting  to  her  marriage  from 
among  Friends,  contrary  to  the  truth ;  and  is  ordered  to  be  published  next 
monthly  meeting." 


1716. — "The  Friends  appointed  have  visited  Joseph  Jordan,  concerning 
his  giving  way  to  one  not  of  our  society  to  marry  his  daughter,  which  he 
denies,  and  says  that  he  will  never  give  assent  to  it" 


1716. — " declared   their  intentions  of  marriage  the  second  time. 

Friends  leave  them  to  their  liberty,"  etc.,  etc.;  "and  appoint  Benjamin 
Pritchard  and  Edward  Mayo  to  see  that  Friends  behave  orderly  at  the  said 
marriage,  and  to  make  report" 


1719. — " taking  into  their  consideration  the  unjustifiable  marriage 

of  Robert  White  and  Rebecca  Overman,  in  going  from  amongst  Friends, 
and  contrary  to  the  advice  of  Friends,  and  marrying,  notwithstanding  were 
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timely  advised  in  Christian  love ;  but  they,  not  regarding  it,  but  gave  way 
to  the  enemy  of  their  souls,  so  as  to  join  in  marriage  as  aforesaid ;  because 
Friends  could  not  allow  of  such  a  marriage  among  them,  by  reason  he,  the 
said  Robert  White,  hath  a  former  wife  living,  although  she  hath  left  him 
and  gone  away  wi^  another  man  above  these  seven  years  past;  but,  al- 
though it  is  so,  we  cannot  join  with  it." 


1719. — "The  Friends  appointed  to  attend  the  marriage  of  James  Newby 
and  Elizabeth  Davis,  make  report  that  they  were  present  at  the  aforesaid 
marriage,  and  that  things  were  managed  in  good  order  and  according  to 
truth." 


1721. — "Under  a  religious  concern  for  the  prosperity  of  Friends,  this 
meeting  finds  it  necessary  to  advise  some  that  have  married  among  us,  to 
walk  more  circumspectly,  that  they  may  not  give  occasion  for  the  blessed 
tnith  to  be  evil  spoken  of  by  their  misconduct" 


1721-22. — "Friends  do  continnc  their  care  over  William  Chancey,  con- 
cerning his  outgoing  from  truth,  by  way  of  suit  or  courtship  to  a  woman 
that  is  not  of  our  society ;  therefore,  if  any  Friend  hath  a  concern  upon  his 
mind  to  advise  with  him  in  the  aforesaid  affair,  they  are  desired  to  bring 
their  report  to  the  next  monthly  meeting." 


1722. — "  John  Morris  and  Christopher  Nicholson  are  appointed  to  attend 
the  said  marriage,  as  governors  of  the  marriage  feast,  and  see  that  things 
are  managed  in  decency  and  good  order,  and  bring  report  to  next  monthly 
meeting." 


1725. — "William  Symons  and  Betty  Morris  appeared  and  declared  their 
intentions  of  marriage  the  first  time.  Several  Friends  judging  it  to  be  within 
the  degrees  of  consanguinity  (the  said  Betty  being  the  said  William's  father's 
brothers  daughter's  daughter).  As  some  Friends  construed  or  imagined 
that  the  said  couple  come  within  the  fourth  degree  of  consanguinity,  ad- 
vised against  in  our  queries  relating  to  good  order  and  Church  discipline, 
composed  by  our  friends  in  Great  Britain,  wherefore  some  Friends  showed 
their  dislike ;  but  it  is  referred  to  next  monthly  meeting." 


1725. — [Report  made.]   "Several  Friends  objected  against  them  as  being 
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within  the  fourth  degree  of  consanguinity,  according  to  Friends'  former  ad- 
vice :  therefore  could  not  consent  thereto." 


1729. — "  Orders  that  when  any  Friends  are  about  to  lay  their  intentions 
of  marriage  before  the  monthly  meeting,  that  they  acquaint  some  of  the 
elders  of  the  meeting  the  first  day  before  the  monthly  meeting,  and  some 
few  days  before,  that  things  may  be  done  decently  and  in  good  order,  and 
not  at  a  surprise  or  len-plus." 

Taking  Oaths. 

1711. — "Also  at  this  meeting,  William  Everegm  acquaints  Friends  that 
Augustin  Scarbrough  would  take  the  oath,  which  is  contrary  to  Friends' 
principles :  therefore  Friends  appoint  John  Symons,  William  Everegin,  and 
Benjamin  Pritchard  to  visit  him  and  know  the  truth  thereof^  and  to  bring 
his  answer  to  next  monthly  meeting." 


171 L — "The  Friends  appointed  to  visit  Augustin  Scarbrough,  make  re- 
port that  he  is  of  the  same  mind  concerning  swearing :  it  is  the  judgment 
of  this  meeting  that  he  ought  to  be  disowned,  and  appoints  the  same  Friends 
to  draw  a  few  lines  to  that  purpose." 


1712. — "Also  this  meeting  having  under  consideration  the  scandal  that 
Ostian  [Austin]  Scarbrough  hath  brought  upon  the  blessed  truth  professed 
by  us  and  himself,  in  that  he  hath,  contrary  to  our  principle,  and  the  doe- 
trine  of  our  blessed  Lord,  '  Swear  not  at  all,'  taken  the  oath  appointed  by 
law ;  wherefore  Friends,  in  tenderness  to  him,  and  for  the  clearing  of  our 
holy  profession,  think  proper  to  appoint  Thomas  Symons  and  Henry  Eeaton 
to  visit  him,  and  to  admonish  him  to  own  his  fault  and  repent,  or  else  we 
cannot  own  him  as  a  member  of  our  society." 


—  "  Also  William  Everegin  acquaints  this  meeting  that  Ephraim  Over- 
man denies  himself  to  be  a  Quaker,  publicly  confessing  that  he  walks  not 
according  to  the  good  order  used  among  Friends :  therefore  the  meeting 
appoints  Matthew  Pritchard  and  Edward  Mayo  to  visit  him." 


Ersotion  of  Mbstinq-houses. 
1703, — 1st  of  8d  month.     "  It  is  agreed  by  Friends  that  a  meeting- 
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house  shall  be  bailt  at  Pasquotank  with  as  much  speed  as  can  be,  and  it  is 
left  to  the  said  meeting  to  consider  the  time  and  place," 


1705. — "  It  is  also  concluded  by  the  meeting,  that  a  meeting-house  be 
built  at  the  charge  of  Friends  belonging  to  Pasquotank,  upon  the  plantation 
of  Joseph  Jordan;  also  to  make  a  substantial  bridge  over  the  Little  Creek, 
and  to  maintain  it " 


1706. — "Caleb  Bundy  requested  the  approbation  of  the  said  meeting 
concerning  the  building  of  a  meeting-house  between  his  house  and  Wm. 
Brothers'  Creek ;  to  which  Friends  unanimously  assent  that  it  should  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  said  Caleb  Bundy,  Stephen  Scott,  and  Henry  Keton 
to  choose  a  proper  place,  and  also  to  go  through  with  the  building  the  said 
meeting-house." 

Private  Quarrels. 

1704. — "  Friends  meet  as  their  manner  is,  etc.  Whereas,  there  appears 
to  be  a  difference  between  Joseph  Jordan  and  Mary  Clark,  Friends  taking 
the  same  into  consideration,  appoint  three  men  to  discourse  with  Joseph 
Jordan,  and  make  their  report  to  the  next  monthly  meeting." 


1704. — "Friends  receiving  the  report  of  the  three  Friends,  viz.,  Thomas 
Symons,  James  Davis,  and  John  Symons,  who  were  appointed  by  the  last 
monthly  meeting  to  visit  Joseph  Jordan,  which  is,  that  the  said  Joseph  Jor- 
dan doth  not  seem  sorry  for  what  he  hath  done ;  nevertheless,  Friends,  in 
tenderness  toward  him,  do  appoint  James  Tooke  and  Thomas  Symons  to 
visit  him  again,  and  to  bring  their  report  to  the  next  monthly  meeting." 


1709-10. — "  There  appearing  before  this  meeting  some  difference  between 
Ann  Symons,  senior,  and  Peter,  the  meeting  desired  Caleb  Bundy  and  Ed- 
ward Mayo  to  discourse  her,  and  she  appeared  before  them  and  gave  scurri- 
lous language,  wherefore  Friends  ordered  that  a  paper  should  be  written 
against  her." 

1710. — "  Friends  taking  into  consideration  the  repeated  differences  and 
calumniations  amongst  the  two  families,  viz.,  Jeremiah  Symons  and  Rebecca-^ 
and  all  other  persons  whatsoever,  do  unanimously  constitute  and  order  that 
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if  any,  profesflang  truth,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  make  any  repeUtion  oC 
any  differences  that  heretofore  have  happened  amongst  Friends,  of  what 
rank  or  quality  soever,  that  the  said  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  be 
diiotimed,  in  case  they  refuse  to  submit  and  condemn  their  said  disorders." 


nil. — ^The  case  of  Jeremiah  Symons  was  considered  o(  and  it  is  the 
judgment  of  this  meeting  that  he  be  denied  the  unity  of  Friends,  and  Friends 
appoint  William  Everegin  and  Benjamin  Pritchard  to  prepare  a  few  lines  for 
that  purpose." 

1727-28. — "At  said  meeting  appeared  a  complaint  against  William 
Symons,  who  assaulted  John  Belman  upon  the  highway, — grossly  beat  and 
abused  him ;  which  rash  and  unadvised  usage.  Friends,  in  a  general  toay,  give 
judgment  against" 

DiSCIPLINS. 

1704. — "  Also  it  is  the  general  mind  of  this  meeting,  that  Stephen  Scott 
do  bring  a  paper  of  his  condemnation  to  the  next  monthly  meeting,  and  also 
publish  it  at  the  court-house  door,  in  full  of  all  he  hath  done." 


1708. — "Edward  Mayo  hath  brought  a  paper  of  self-condenuiation,  and 
it  was  read  publicly,  which  is  as  foUoweth  : 

^  Dear  Friends  : — Through  the  instigation  of  the  enemy,  and  for  want 
of  watchfulness,  I  did  let  out  my  mind  and  make  suit  to  the  widow  Gor- 
mack  by  way  of  courtship,  contrary  to  the  good  and  wholesome  order  set- 
tled among  Friends ;  it  being  too  soon  after  the  death  of  her  husband  and 
the  death  of  my  wife.  Therefore  I  am  heartily  sorry  I  should  cause  the 
blessed  truth  to  be  evilly  q)6ken  of  by  evil-minded  people,  and  do  condemn 
this  my  forward  action  and  indecent  procedure  in  this  matter.  I  am  sensi- 
ble it  was  for  want  of  keeping  to  the  conduct  of  the  Spirit  of  Crod  in  me, 
the  which  I  hope  I  shall  for  the  time  to  come  be  more  careful  to  mind,  and 
to  wait  upon  the  Lord  to  know  and  do  his  will  in  all  my  concerns.  I  have 
in  some  measure  an  assured  hope  the  Lord  hath  passed  by  this  my  offence ; 
hoping  also  that  you  that  are  in  any  measure  sensible  of  the  many  tempta- 
tions and  infirmities  of  the  flesh  will  pass  by  my  offence  toward  you.  I 
bave  naught  dse,  but  conclude  and  remain  your  friend, 

"Edward  Mato." 
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1708. — **The  Friends  appointed  for  that  end  have  wiUi  much  patience 
and  love  admonished  Jeremiah  Symons  to  acknowledge  and  condemn  his 
disorderly  action ;  but  all  they  could  do  was  to  no  purpose.  The  meeting 
likewise  endeavored  by  all  means  possible  they  could  to  reclaim  him ;  but 
he  still  refused  to  comply.  Wherefore,  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  meeting 
he  shall  be  dUowned.  Some  particulars  not  being  well  satisfied^  Friends 
have  thought  good  to  refer  it  to  next  monthly  meeting. — Also,  at  the  same 
meeting,  William  Chancy,  who  professes  to  be  a  member  of  our  society,  did 
in  a  very  immodest  and  disorderly  manner  reflect  upon  the  whole  meeting, 
calling  us  all  liars;  wherefore,  the  meeting,  willing  to  take  some  care  of 
him,  have  appointed  Caleb  Bundy  and  John  Symons  to  discourse  with  him 
concerning  his  abuse,  and  acquaint  the  next  monthly  meeting  how  they  find 
him  the  said  William  Chancy  to  stand  affected." 


1708-9, — ** visited  him  in  much  love,  and  patiently  admonished  him 

to  condemn  his  disorderiy  action ;  but  all  they  could  do  did  not  in  the 
least  penetrate  his  hard  heart,  but  still  refused  to  submit,  and  contrarywise 
reflected  upon  Friends :  wherefore  this  meeting  disowns  the  said  Jeremiah 
Symons,  junior,  from  being  a  member  of  our  society,  and  not  having  any 
unity  with  him  as  such  until  he  return  by  unfeigned  repentance.'* 


1709-10. — "  Whereas  Emanuel  Low  did,  through  the  instigation  of  the 
enemy  and  giving  way  to  passion,  in  a  public  place,  through  provocation  of 
a  person  drawing  his  sword  upon  him,  offer  to  fight  or  resist,  contrary  to 
our  profession,  being  dealt  with  by  the  overseers,  appeared  at  this  meeting, 
and  after  some  discourse  with  him,  did  acknowledge  his  fault,  hoping  to 
never  do  the  like  again." 


1709-10. — "It  also  appeared  to  this  meeting  that  Peter  Symons,  at  a 
court  at  Pasquotank,  was  a  little  overtaken  in  drink,  the  which  he  ac- 
knowledged before  this  meeting,  and  that  he  was  sorry  for  it,  hoping  to  take 
more  care  for  the  time  to  come." 

At  the  aforesaid  meeting,  the  16th  of  12th  month,  1709-10,  the  follow- 
ing paper  was  read,  viz. :  "  To  all  whom  this  may  concern :  Whereas  I, 
Augustin  Scarbrough,  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  God  professed  among 
the  people  called  Quakers,  and  walked  amongst  them ;  yet,  not  minding 
the  light  of  Christ  professed  by  them  to  be  a  leader  and  a  guide  to  preserve 
against  the  pollutions  of  the  devil  (if  wc  rightly  mind  the  convictions  of  it), 
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for  want  of  which  I  do  freely  acknowledge  I  have  been  many  times  over- 
taken with  drink,  and  uttered  many  foul  and  filthy  expressions,  and  behaved 
myself  unseemly  with  women,  contrary  to  the  light  professed  among  us ; 
and  that  I  have  not  kept  to  the  plain  language,  as  I  ought  to  have  done : 
for  all  which  I  am  heartily  sorry,  and  do  desire  that  the  Lord  would  be 
pleased  to  pass  by  my  many  offences,  and  that  I  may  be  in  unity  with  you 
his  people.     Witness  my  hand, 

"AUGUSTIN    SCARBROUGH." 

Ordered,  that  Ben.  Pritchard  and  Wm.  Everegin  visit  Augustin  Scar- 
brough.  

1714. — "  A  diligent  care  resting  on  the  minds  of  faithful  Friends  for 
keeping  up  the  wholesome  discipline,  the  case  of  Edmund  Chancey's  giving 
his  bill  for  the  £5  imposed  on  him  and  other  Friends,  by  way  of  a  fine  for 
not  going  to  war  with  carnal  weapons  against  the  Indians,  comes  under 
Friends*  solid  consideration ;  who,  notwithstanding  Friends'  tender  care  over 
him  from  time  to  time,  seemed  to  be  under  the  same  cloud  of  ignorance, 
which  was  matter  of  grief  to  honest  Friends.  But  at  this  meeting  the  said 
Edmund  Chancey,  when  asked,  as  at  other  times,  answered  as  followeth,  or 
to  this  effect :  *  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  so  done,  for  truth's  account,  or  con- 
trary to  the  truth ;'  which  was  all  that  Friends  ever  desired,  to  let  him  see 
that  he  had  gone  or  done  contrary  to  the  blessed  truth ;  and  further,  he 
saith  that  if  he  has  cast  any  reflections  on  any  that  are  unworthy  of  it,  he 
is  sorry  for  the  same :  which  Friends  are  pretty  well  satisfied  he  did ;  but, 
notwithstanding,  such  are  willing  and  ready  to  pass  by  such  an  offence, 
hoping  that  the  offender  is  thoroughly  tender  and  heartily  enlightened  and 
convinced  of  his  weakness. 

"  Signed  by  me,  Edmund  Chancky.'' 


1725. — "  It  is  advised  that  all  Friends  be  careful  of  joining  with  such 
who  have  justly  deserved  to  be  excluded  or  rejected  the  meeting's  fellow- 
ship, and  the  testimony  of  truth  is  gone  against." 


Attending  Meetings. 

1705. — "Also,  Friends  having  under  consideration  the  ill-conveniency 
that  doth  attend  Friends  being  too  late  in  coming  to  public  meetings,  there- 
fore Friends  do  appoint  to  meet  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock." 


RELIGION  AND  LEABNING.  825 


Deportment  in  Meeting. 

17t6, — **  Advised  that  Friends  be  careful  and  watch  against  sleep  and 
drowsiness  in  time  of  worship,  which  is  very  dishonorable ;  but  endeavor  to 
answer  the  end  of  our  meeting  together  (which  is  to  worship  God)." 


1727. — "  Advised  to  a  diligent  attending  of  weekly  and  monthly  meet- 
ings, endeavoring  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  to  keep  out  of  sleep  or  drowsi- 
ness in  time  of  religious  worship ;  wait  sincerely  upon  the  Lord,  in  that 
ability  that  he  giveth." 

Violating  Allegiance. 

1712. — "  A  complaint  against  Emanuel  Low  for  accusing  Ann  Henley  of 
stealing  several  things  from  him.  Also  some  complaint  against  him  touching 
government^ 


General  Deportment. 

1726. — "  And  Friends  advised  to  keep  out  of  the  excess  of  meats,  drinks, 
and  apparel,  and  smoking  and  chewing  tobacco  " 


1727. — "  At  the  said  meeting  it  was  tenderly  advised  that  they  take  care 
how  they  behave  themselves  when  they  are  in  company  with  those  that  are 
not  of  our  society." 

Orphans. 

1716. — "Some  relief  is  wanting  to  one  of  Elizabeth  Keaton's  fatherless 
children,  which,  coming  under  consideration  at  this  time,  care  is  taken  for 
its  relief." 


1716. — "Friends  have  agreed  to  make  a  collection  for  the  support  of  the 
above-mentioned  child." 


Record  of  Sufferings. 

1713. — "  This  meeting's  judgment  is,  that  all  Friends  that  do  suflfer  npon 
truth's  account,  either  for  not  bearing  arras  or  refusing  to  pay  parish  levies 
toward  the  support  of  the  churches,  so  called,  to  keep  a  true  account  of  the 
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sum  they  suffer,  and  the  day  diBtress  is  made,  and  render  the  same  either  to 
John  Symons  or  Joseph  Gloster." 


172Q, — u  xt  is  advised  that  all  Friends  should  bring  in  a  just  account  of 
their  sufferings  (as  near  as  possible  they  can)  on  account  of  parish  dues  or 
the  hired  maintenance  of  their  national  priest  or  readers,  or  repairing  their 
houses,  called  churches."  

1724. — "Friends  being  under  some  trial  and  concern  about  parish  dues, 
or  the  hired  maintenance  of  the  hireling  readers,  it  is  advised  in  this  meet- 
ing that  Friends  keep  faithful  in  that  branch  of  their  testimony  against  the 
anti-Christian  yoke  of  tithes." 

1725. — "  It  is  advised  that  Friends  and  brethren  continue  their  faithful 
testimony  against  the  anti-Christian  oppression  of  tithes,  and  likewise  be 
careful  to  keep  out  of  drowsiness  in  meetings." 


1728. — "  Friends  are  advised  to  take  care  and  bring  in  their  accounts  of 
sufferings  on  account  of  tithes,  the  next  monthly  meeting." 
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1711. — "The  Friends  appointed  to  visit  Ephraim  Overman  have  discoursed 
him  concerning  his  forwardness  in  assisting  the  soldiers  to  defend  himself 
and  them,  with  carnal  w^eapons,  contrary  to  our  known  principles ;  the  which, 
after  further  consideration,  he  acknowledged  to  be  an  error  in  him,"  etc 


1713. — ^"  A  report  that  Edmund  Chancey  had  given  his  bill  for  the  five 
pounds  demanded  of  Friends  to  support  the  Indian  war ;  the  overseers  were 
advised  to  make  inquiry  into  the  truth  thereof,  and  make  report,"  etc. 


1714. — "  The  case  of  Edmund  Chancey,  concerning  his  giving  his  bill 
for  the  £5  aforesaid,  which  he  says  he  has  done  no  harm  in,  and  never  shall 
be  convinced  to  the  contrary ;  which  Friends  cannot  approve  of  as  satis- 
faction for  his  so  offending.  Wherefore  Friends  judge  the  aforesaid  dis- 
order, together  with  several  other  abuses  and  falsehoods  in  him,  worthy 
of  a  denial." 
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1706. — ^It  is  also  coDclnded  by  this  meeting  that  there  be  a  meeting 
appointed  for  public  Friends  of  the  ministry  four  times  in  a  year,  viz^  the 
morning  before  the  meeting  of  business.'' 


Going  to  Law. 
1708. — "  Also  there  appearing  some  disorder  in  Jeremiah  Symons,  junior, 
in  taking  a  warrant  for  Joseph  Jordan,  the  inspector  having  been  with  him 
and  teiiderly  admonished  him  to  give  some  satisfaction  for  his  disorderly 
action,  but  he  refused  to  comply  with  them  as  appears  to  the  meeting,  who, 
in  love  and  good-will  to  him,  have  appointed  other  two  Friends  to  visit  him, 
viz^  and  discourse  him  further,  and  acquaint  the  next  monthly  meeting 
with  what  he  is  willing  to  do." 

1717. — "James  Tooke  complains  against  Caleb  Bundy,  and  saith  that  he 
stands  justly  indebted  to  him  in  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  and  that  he 
will  not  render  it  to  him  no  ways  according  to  the  agreement  between  them ; 
but  Caleb  Bundy  replied  it  was  out  of  order  to  speak  of  it  in  the  public 
meeting,  before  the  said  James  Took  had  given  him  gospel  order.  The 
meeting  granted  it  was  so." 

1717. — "James  Tooke  renewed  his  complaint,  and  said  that  he  was  not 
only  kept  out  of  his  money,  but  otherwise  is  damnified  by  the  said  Caleb 
Bundy,  and  deceived,  that  he  might  have  his  money  paid  in  specie,  or  se- 
cured to  be  paid  at  some  convenient  time  as  they  should  agree  upon,  and 
offered  to  take  John  Bundy,  as  he  was  in  the  meeting  then  present,  or  that 
he  might  have  his  liberty  to  sue  for  it :  the  meeting  would  not  yet  grant 
that,  but  desire  James  to  exercise  his  patience  a  little  longer,  desiring  the 
Friends  appointed  to  give  him  one  visit  more,  and  John  Bundy  to  speak 
with  his  father  to  desire  him  to  comply. 

"  The  said  Friends  went  to  the  said  Caleb  Bundy  according  to  the  request 
of  the  said  meeting,  and  in  much  love  entreated  him  to  comply  as  aforesaid, 
which  they  thought  truth  and  justice  should  oblige  him  to  do.  But  he  re- 
fusing, said  he  would  not  come  under  any  bond,  but  said  he  would  pay  the 
money,  but  did  not,  but  behaved  himself  very  unseemly  toward  them,  not 
like  a  Friend :  so  the  said  Friends  returned,  being  greatly  grieved." 


1717. — "Caleb  Bundy  not  appearing.  Friends  unanimously  were  grieved 
to  see  that  one  who  had  long  made  profession  of  the  truth  should  be  so 
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stubborn.  James  Tooke  urged  to  have  his  liberty  to  use  such  just  ways  and 
means  as  he  thought  convenient  to  recover  his  debt  and  damages.  There- 
fore Friends  think  that  they  cannot  deny  him  that  liberty,  and  order  that  a 
paper  he  drawn  up  against  the  said  Caleb  Bundy  to  deny  him  the  unity 
of  Friends,  except  he  do  comply  in  the  mean  time,  which  is  the  earnest 
desire  of  this  meeting,  that  he  may  be  heartily  sorry  for  his  so  offending, 
and  may  be  disposed  to  do  justice  to  his  said  creditor,  both  for  his  own  and 
his  family's  sake."  

1718. — "  A  difference  appearing  between  John  Henley  and  John  Bundy, 
which  was  under  consideration,  but  by  the  request  of  John  Bundy  it  is  re- 
ferred to  the  next  monthly  meeting,  and  then,  if  either  of  the  said  parties 
refuse  to  stand  to  the  judgment  of  Friends,  the  other  may  have  the  liberty 
to  take  legal  means  for  the  recovery  of  his  right,  and  Friends  disown  the 
party  refusing."  

1718.-^"  Friends  to  deal  with  John  Bundy  for  his  disorder  in  going  for 
a  warrant  to  be  served  upon  any,  or  to  search  the  houses  of  any  that  are  in 
the  unity  of  Friends."  

Brethren  Abroad. 

1713. — "  William  and  Maiy  Hayes'  certificate /row  Antigua  was  read  and 
approved  of."  


1715. — "  An  epistle  from  London  was  read." 


1719. — "Epistles  also  from  England  were  read  at  this  meeting." 


1721. — "Our  esteemed  Friends,  John  Fothergill  and  Lawrence  King, 
from  Yorkshire  in  Great  Britain,  were  at  this  meeting,  on  a  religious  visit 
in  a  ministerial  way,  amongst  us." 


1722.— Our  worthy  Friends,  Elizabeth  Lewis  and  James  Fen,  from  Penn- 
sylvania, being  on  a  religious  visit,  and  in  the  service  of  truth  in  a  ministerial 
way,  was  at  said  meeting,  whose  visit  was  very  acceptable  and  serviceable." 


1723. — "  Our  well-esteemed  Friends,  Susanna  Morris  and  Ann  Roberts, 
being  on  a  religious  visit  in  the  vicinity,  were  at  said  meeting ;  who  came 
from  Pennsylvania." 
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1723. — "  Our  well-esteemed  Friend,  Benjamin  Kid,  from  Old  England^  in 
the  service  of  the  gospel,  visited  us,  and  was  at  said  meeting,  whose  visit 
was  well  accepted  by  us." 


No.  XI. 

Baron  db  Graffbnbeid  to  thb  Lord-bibhop  of  London, 

[fVom  MSS.  belonging  to  the  aulhor.] 

Fkom  Nbw  Bebn,  in  North  Cabolina,  20^  Aprils  1711. 
My  good  and  excellent  Lord  : — 

The  misfortune  I  met  with  in  all  being  unexpectedly  hurried  away  from 
Lbndon  to  New  Castle  to  meet  my  Swissers,  in  order  to  transport  them  into 
North  Carolina  after  those  six  hundred  and  fifty  palatines  I  had  sent  before, 
which  unlooked  arrival  of  them  so  far  north,  gave  me  notice  to  pay  my 
duty  to  your  lordship,  whom  then,  I  was  told,  was  neither  in  London  nor  at 
Fnlham.  I  can  assure  your  lordship  no  person  of  any  rank  is  unacquainted 
with  that  great  and  good  character  your  lordship  has,  and  merits.  So  I  can 
make  no  excuse  on  that  behalf,  but  heartily  beg  pardon,  and  at  the  same 
time  humbly  request  your  lordship  to  accept  of  me  and  my  people,  and  re- 
ceive us  into  your. Church,  under  your  lordship's  patronage,  and  we  shall 
esteem  ourselves  happy  sons  of  a  better  stock  ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  always 
behave  ourselves  as  becomes  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  duti- 
ful children  of  so  pious  and  indulgent  a  father  as  your  lordship  is  to  all 
under  your  care,  in  all  obedience ;  craving  your  lordship's  blessing  to  me 
and  my  countrymen  here,  I  make  bold  to  subscribe. 

My  lord,  yours,  etc., 

C.  De  Graffenrbid. 

The  Bishop  of  London  to  the  Secretary, 
[kztbact.] 
Sir  : —  Fclham,  12th  January,  1711-12. 

As  to  the  letter  of  Baron  Graffenreid,  whereby  you  may  perceive  that 
they  are  all  ready  to  conform  to  the  Church  of  England  :  if  the  society  will 
be  pleased  to  allow  a  stipend  for  a  chaplain  to  read  Common  Prayers  in  High 
Dutch,  I  will  endeavor  to  provide  one  so  soon  as  I  have  their  resolution, 
which  I  would  willingly  hear  so  soon  as  possible,  that  I  may  send  him  over 
with  Mr.  Rainsford.  I  am,  sir,  yours,  etc., 

n.  London. 
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No.  XII. 

Letter  from  the  Ret.  Miles  Gale,  Rector  of  Kighlsy,  to  the 
Archbishop  of  York. 

[FrwH  MSS,  mpouetmon  qf  the  author.] 

Mt  Lord  : —  Fwm  Kiohlit,  in  CRAYSf,  Aiigiud  26, 1712. 

I  am  informed  by  letters  from  my  eldest  son,  Mr.  Gale  [the  chief- 
justice],  who  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  North  Carolina  these  eight  years, 
and  borne  several  offices  in  that  unsettled  government,  that  the  religion  of 
that  country  is  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and  that  little  stock  carried  over,  in  dan- 
ger to  be  totally  lost  without  speedy  care  of  sending  ministers  to  teach  the 
word  of  truth. 

That  North  Carolina  has  been  inhabited  by  the  English  eighteen  years, 
and  in  all  that  space  they  have  had  but  one  clergyman,  and  he  left  them 
for  want  of  encouragement ;  and  that  for  these  last  eight  years  they  have 
had  none ;  so  that  all  the  children  nnder  that  age  remain  unbaptized,  of 
which  many  have  been  cut  oflf  by  a  late  massacre.  The  unhappy  divisions 
among  the  English  into  parties,  encouraged  two  sorts  of  Indians,  the  Corees 
and  the  Tuscaroras,  to  come  down  upon  them  and  cut  off  about  two  hun- 
dred, the  rest  securing  themselves  in  small  garrisons  made  of  private  houses. 
According  to  my  son's  request,  I  hereby  present  your  grace  with  the  pres- 
cnt  sad  circumstances  of  that  fine  and  fruitful  country,  not  doubting  of  your 
assistance  in  so  pious  a  work  as  the  establishment  of  Christianity  in  a  hea- 
thenish country.  That  your  grace  may  live  long  to  God's  glory,  the  world's 
good,  and  your  own  happiness,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

Miles  Gals. 


No.  xm. 

Extracts  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  TJrmston's  Letter  to  the  Secretary. 
[From  MSS,  in  the  poneetum  qf  the  author.'] 

Hon.  Sir: —  North  Caeouna,  July  7,  1711. 

I  have  hitherto  supplied  three  precincts,  viz.,  Chowan,  Perquimans, 
and  Pascotank,  which  are  very  remote  from  one  another ;  the  most  south- 
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erij  place  I  preached  at  is  above  seventy  miles  distant  from  the  most 
northerly :  this  hath  been  my  circuit  for  the  last  year  passed,  without  any 
omission  on  my  side.  If  I  ever  failed  of  officiating  on  the  day  appointed,  it 
was  for  the  want  of  a  passage ;  so  long  as  I  was  on  terra  firma,  neither  the 
badness  of  the  roads,  broken  bridges  over  dangerous  places,  wet  or  cold 
weather  in  winter,  nor  the  excessive  heat,  even  too  stifling  in  the  woods  for 
want  of  air,  ever  caused  me  to  disappoint  a  congi*egation,  albeit  they  have 
often  failed  t6  meet  me :  everybody  would  have  a  church  by  his  own  door 
every  Sunday,  or  not  at  all.  The  whole  precinct  can  never  meet  at  one 
place,  but  must  have  five  or  six  meetings  in  each,  except  they  had  more 
zeal  for  churches :  they  might  be  so  fixed  as  that  all  might  meet  in  a  few 
hours,  either  by  land  or  water,  except  bad  weather,  or  contrary  winds  pre- 
vented ;  they  will  not  willingly  come  to  weekly  lecture.  In  regard  to  Paa- 
cotank,  it  is  very  numerous — many  Quakers,  and  too  many  loose,  disorderly 
professors  of  the  Christian  religion,  a  very  factious,  mutinous,  and  rebellious 
people,  most  of  them  allied  to  the  Quakers,  and  at  all  times  at  their  beck 
ready  to  oppose  either  Church  or  State,  if  required  by  them,  whence  arise 
all  these  troubles  for  the  three  years  past 

The  Assembly  was  made  up  of  a  strange  mixture  of  men  of  various 
opinions  and  inclinations, — a  few  Churchmen,  many  Presbyterians,  Indepen- 
dents, but  most,  anyihingarians  ;  some  out  of  principle,  others  out  of  hopes 
of  power  and  authority  in  the  government,  to  the  end  that  they  might  lord 
it  over  their  neighbors :  all  conspired  to  act  answerable  to  the  desire  of  the 
president  and  council.  I  was  at  this  solemn  meeting  a  great  part  of  the 
time  they  sat.  I  preached  twice  before  them,  procured  a  proclamation  for 
a  general  fast,  which  was  kept  on  Good  Friday,  which  otherwise  would  not 
have  been  observed  any  more  than  any  other  day.  I  administered  the  holy 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  there,  and  did  all  I  could,  both  in  public 
and  private  discourse,  to  excite  them  to  use  their  endeavors  to  establish 
the  Church.  Accordingly,  they  made  a  very  good  and  proper  act  to  that 
end,  which  was  to  this  effect :  that  the  worship  of  God,  and  our  most  holy 
religion,  as  by  law  established  in  England,  should  be  put  in  practice  and 
observed  here  ia  all  particulars,  as  i»x  forth  as  is  compatible  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  people. 


The  Quakers  have  three  meeting-houses  in  that  and  as  many  in  the  next 
precinct,  whereas  we  have  neither  church  nor  chapel  in  three  of  the  pre- 
cincts ;  and  those  two  we  have  in  Chowan  and  Perquimans  were  never  fur- 
nished, and  are  ready  to  drop  down :    that  in  the  former  precinct  had 
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neither  floor  nor  seats,  only  a  few  loose  benches  upon  the  sand ;  the  key 
being  lost,  the  door  stood  open  ever  since  I  came  into  the  country :  all  the 
hogs  and  cattle  flee  thither  for  shade  in  summer  and  warmth  in  winder. 


No.  XIV. 


Extracts  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rainsford's  Letter  to  John  OHAMBERLAiy, 
Esq.,  Sboretary  of  the  Societt. 

[fVom  MSS.  in  possesmn  cf  the  author.] 

Chowan,  in  Nohtu  Carolina,  July  26 j  1712. 
Mr.  TJrmston  and  I,  by  a  mutual  agreement,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
governor,  are  to  manage  after  this  manner.  He  proposes  to  supply  the 
north  shore  at  the  lower  end  of  Chowan,  together  with  all  Pascotank,  pro- 
vided I  take  care  of  the  west  shore  (where  there  is  no  church,  but  a  vast 
tract  of  land  to  ride  over,  and  in  every  instance  very  fatiguing) ;  which  I 
promised  to  do,  till  I  hear  further  from  the  society.  But,  since  the  whole 
country  is  entitled  to  my  labors,  I  visited  his  shore,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
has  been  a  long  time  neglected.  Mr.  Unnston  is  lame,  and  says  he  cannot 
do  now  what  he  formerly  has  done;  but  this  lazy  distemper  has  seized  him, 
by  what  I  hear,  ever  since  his  coming  to  the  country.  I  shall  give  you  a 
faithful  account  of  his  proceedings  and  management,  as  I  desire  he  may  do 
of  mine,  that  either  of  us,  according  to  the  merit  or  demerit  of  our  perform- 
ances, by  the  society  may  be  valued  or  disesteemed.  There  is  a  small 
chapel  near  an  old  Indian  town,  where  I  preached  at,  June  15tli ;  had  vast 
crowds  come  to  hear  me,  but  I  observed  they  expressed  very  little,  or 
rather  no  devotion,  in  time  of  divine  service.  That  day  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing, I  baptized  seventeen  children,  four  of  them  eleven  years  old,  nine  of 
them  six,  and  the  other  four,  three;  and  when  I  told  Mr.  Urmston  of  the 
neglect,  he  excused  himself  by  saying  that  he  never  had  notice  of  their  hav- 
ing children  there  unbaptized.  June  22d,  I  preached  at  one  Mr.  Garrat's, 
in  the  upper  end  of  Chowan,  but  had  such  numbers  that  I  was  obliged  to  go 
under  a  large  mulberry -tree,  where  most  of  tlie  people,  to  my  great  satisfac- 
tion, seemed  very  devout  the  whole  time  of  service,  and  very  ready  in  their 
responses,  as  in  their  method  of  singing  praises  to  God.  Here  I  baptized 
two  girls  of  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  one  boy  of  ten,  children  of  one  Mr. 
Adams,  and  by  much  importunity  prevailed  on  Mr.  Martin  to  let  me  baptize 
three  of  his  negroes,  two  women  and  a  boy.  *  *  * 
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I  had  several  conferences  with  one  Thomas  Hoyler,  king  of  the  Chowan 
Indians,  who  seems  very  inclinable  to  embrace  Christianity,  and  proposes  to 
send  his  son  to  school  to  Sarum,  to  have  him  taught  to  read  and  write  by 
way  of  foundation,  in  order  to  a  further  proficiency  for  the  reception  of 
Christianity.  I  readily  offered  my  service  to  instruct  him  myself,  and  hav- 
ing the  opportunity,  to  send  him  to  Mr.  Garrat's,  where  I  lodge,  being  but 
three  miles  distant  from  his  town.  But  he  modestly  declined  it,  for  the 
present,  till  a  general  peace  was  concluded  between  the  Indians  and  Chris- 
tians. I  found  he  had  some  notions  of  Noah's  flood,  which  he  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  and  expressed  himself  after  this  manner :  "  My  father  told 
me — I  tell  my  son."  But  I  hope  in  a  little  time  to  give  the  society  a 
better  account  of  him,  as  well  as  of  those  peaceable  Indians  under  his  com- 
mand. There  is  one  Mr.  Mashbum  who  keeps  a  school  at  Sarum  on  the 
frontiers  of  Virginia,  between  the  two  governments,  and  neighboring  upon 
two  Indian  towns,  who,  I  find  by  him,  highly  deserves  encouragement,  and 
could  heartily  wish  the  society  would  take  it  into  consideration,  and  be 
pleased  to  allow  him  a  salary  for  the  good  services  he  has  done  and  may  do 
for  the  future.  What  children  he  has  under  his  care  can  both  write  and 
read  very  distinctly,  and  gave  before  me  such  an  account  of  the  grounds  and 
principles  of  the  Christian  religion  that  strangely  surprised  me  to  hear  it. 
The  man,  upon  a  small  income,  would  teach  the  Indian  children  gratis 
(whose  parents  are  now  willing  to  send  them,  could  they  but  pay  for  their 
schooling),  as  he  would  those  of  our  English  families,  had  he  but  a  fixed 
dependency  for  so  doing;  and  what  advantage  would  this  be  to  private 
families  in  particular,  and  the  whole  colony  in  general,  is  easy  to  determine. 


Extract  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rainsford'b  Letter  to  the  Secretary. 
Chowan,  North  Carolina,  February  17,  1712-18. 
Mr.  Urmston  has  bought  a  plantation  on  the  confines  of  Virginia,  and 
lives  to  his  satisfaction,  on  the  plentiful  income  of  what  the  society  allows 
him,  were  it  in  his  power  to  do  the  society  the  services  they  might  expect ; 
yet  he  has  so  exposed  himself  to  popular  hatred  by  his  wretched  way  of 
begging  and  other  indiscretions  I  am  unwilling  to  mention,  that  no  single 
person  in  the  government  will  attend  his  appointment,  on  the  score  of  his 
selfish  principle. 
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No.  XV. 

Extracts  from  thb  Minutes  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 

[Fhm  the  origmalt  in  the  office  <if  the  Secretary  <f  State.] 

November  6, 1712. 

Whereas  we  are  iDfonned  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Unnston,  that  Mr.  Richard 
French  has  and  does  take  upon  himself  to  administer  the  Holy  Sacrament 
of  Baptism,  and  to  marry  persons  without  being  duly  qualified  for  the  same : 

It  is  ordered  by  this  Board,  that  the  provost  mar^al  do  summons  the 
said  Richard  French  to  appear  at  the  next  council,  to  be  holden  at  Captain 
Acklefield's,  on  the  3d  day  of  the  next  general  court,  to  answer  to  the  said 
complaint,  and  that  he  forbid  the  same  French  to  marry  or  baptize  any  per- 
sons in  the  mean  while. 


N^RR^TIVE. 


CHAPTEE  V. 

KELIGION  AND  LEAKNING. 

It  has  long  been  a  prevalent  opinion  that  in  the  earliest  portion 
of  our  history,  the  inhabitants  of  North  Carolina  lived  in  a  state 
little  short  of  downright  heathenism.  That  there  was  a  lament- 
able deficiency  of  piety  and  spiritual  instruction  is,  indeed,  but 
too  true;  still,  it  is  not*  exactly  correct  to  say  that  there  was  no 
religion  in  the  province. 

The  early  settlement  of  Albemarle,  by  runagates  from  Virginia, 
before  Albemarle  was  part  of  North  Carolina,  doubtless  intro- 
duced into  the  country  many,  who,  from  bad  education  and 
vicious  habits,  could  hardly  be  expected  to  prove  ornaments  to 
Christianity.  And  yet  we  have  reason  to  think  that,  even  from 
the  beginning,  there  were  to  be  found  some  good  men  who  had 
not  entirely  forgotten  their  religious  obligations.  We  think  that 
some  truly  pious  men  among  the  Quakers  were  driven  into  Caro- 
lina by  Sir  William  Berkeley  of  Virginia ;  and  there  were  also 
Church  of  England  men,  among  the  early  settlers,  who  feared  God, 
and  earnestly  strove  to  cause  Him  to  be  duly  reverenced  and  wor- 
shipped. The  community  consisted  almost  entirely  of  those  who 
professed  to  be  either  Churchmen  or  Quakers,  and  we  will  spef^ 
of  them  in  order. 

The  Chuboh  of  England. 

At  the  period  of  the  Eevolution  of  1688,  which  placed  William 
and  Mary  on  the  throne  of  England,  the  established  church  of  the 
kingdom  had  scarce  an  existence  in  the  American  colonies.  In- 
deed, the  circumstances  under  which  most  of  these  colonies  were 
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settled,  were  not  particularly  favorable  to  the  cultivation  and 
gi'owtli  of  any  religion  at  all.  The  first  inhabitants  were  Euro- 
peans, from  different  countries ;  private  adventurers,  unlike  in 
,  language,  habits,  and  creeds  in  the  old  world,  the  English,  French, 
Dutch,  Swedes,  Germans,  all  poured  their  early  contributions  into 
America.  They  came,  for  the  most  part,  poor ;  and  their  purpose 
in  coming  was  to  make  themselves  rich :  they  were  surrounded 
by  dangers  and  troubles  novel  in  character,  and  they  wanted  both 
experience  and  means  wherewith  to  overcome  them.  Uncertain 
of  ultimate  success,  and  worse  still,  uncertain  of  each  other,  they 
cohered  not  from  religious  sympathy,  a  common,  cheering  faith  in 
the  protecting  care  of  a  benevolent  Father  of  all,  a  common  creed, 
a  common  thankfulness ;  but  rather,  from  the  felt  necessities  and 
mutual  dependence  of  their  exiled  condition,  far  away,  and  prob- 
ably forever,  from  tlie  loves  and  hopes  which  clustered  in  crowds 
upon  their  memories,  as  they  mournfully  recalled  the  associations 
of  their  happier  childhood.  In  New  Erigland,  indeed,  they  had 
made  religion  and  government  the  same  thing,  adopted  the  law  of 
Moses  as  the  common  law  of  the  land,  and  extemporized  a  theoc- 
racy, without  a  Theos  ;  that  is,  without  any  revelation  of  God's 
special  selection  of  them  as  his  elect,  whom  he  would  rule  himself. 
It  was  a  harsh  system,  and,  as  we  think,  injudicious :  but  austere 
as  it  was,  it  would  be  most  unjust,  nay  wicked,  not  to  admit  that 
the  native  sweetness  and  gentleness  of  Christianity,  tempered,  in 
numerous  instances,  the  rough  and  repulsive  severity  of  mistaken 
bigotry  ;  and  we  rejoice  to  think  that,  in  many  individuals,  there 
was  a  piety  so  deep,  so  fervent,  and  so  humble,  that  its  blessed 
po6sessoi*8  could  enjoy  secret  and  comfortable  communings  of  spirit 
with  God ;  and  hold  it  no  heresy  to  prefer  such  holy  meditations 
to  shouting  at  the  heels  of  the  Mathers  when  they  rose  up,  in  their 
displeasure,  to  "  smite  Jerusalem  with  a  curse."  The  existence  of 
such  private  Christians  stands  out  as  the  redeeming  feature  in  the 
early  ecclesiastical  history  of  New  England.  Her  Christianity 
was  less  in  her  spiritual  leaders,  than  in  the  lives  of  some  of  their 
followers.  So  also,  in  the  colonies  out  of  New  England,  there 
probably  was  not  one  in  which  might  not  have  been  found  some 
very  sincere  Christians,  who  felt  deeply  theii*  desolation  in  things 
spiritual. 
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But  Still  the  fact  is  not  to  be  disguised,  that  in  Carolina  the 
state  of  religion  was  at  a  very  low  ebb.  Many  who  came  early 
brought  with  them  but  little  sense  of  Christianity ;  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  ministers,  churches,  and  schools,  their  children  naturally 
enough  grew  up  with  less :  for  Christian  truth  is  not  made  known 
by  hnman  instincts,  but  is  matter  of  revelation, — ^it  must  be  taught 
to  men. 

But  still  (and  let  us  thank  God  for  it),  careless  and  indifferent  as 
were  these  poor  colonial  wanderei-s  from  tlie  better  things  they 
once  knew,  the  Christians  of  England  did  not  entirely  forget  their 
responsibilities  to  Christ  and  to  them. 

During  the  government  of  Cromwell,  a  corporation  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  to  the  colonies  ministei's  who  would 
there  disseminate  that  view  of  Christianity  entertained  by  the 
Puritans  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  a  large  sum  of  money  was 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate  from  Col.  Bedingfield,  the 
rental  of  which  might  be  applied  to  the  undertaking.  After  the 
restoration  of  the  Stuarts,  Bedingfield  entered  again  on  the  estate, 
and  refused  either  to  surrender  it  or  repay  the  purchase-money, 
on  the  pretext  that  all  which  had  been  done  in  Cromwell's  time 
was  without  the  sanction  of  law ;  that  the  corporation  was  null, 
and  so  could  hold  neither  money  nor  lands ;  and  he  had  further 
the  cool  impudence  to  pretend  that  he  had  sold  the  property 
much  under  its  value,  in  expectation  of  its  recovery  on  the  king's 
return,  for  which  he  very  confidently  looked.  The  lord  chancel- 
lor, however  (Hyde),  decided  that  Bedingfield  had  no  right  to  the 
property,  but  that  it  belonged  to  the  king ;  who,  he  said,  would 
readily  grant  it  for  carrying  on  the  good  work  originally  intended. 
He  accordingly  exerted  himself  .with  success  to  obtain  such  a 
grant  from  his  majesty ;  and  in  1661  he  procured  a  new  charter, 
creating  a  coi-poration  "  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  amongst 
the  heathen  natives  of  Ifew  England  and  the  parts  adjacent  in 
America ;"  and  at  the  head  of  this  was  placed,  as  governor,  the 
Hon.  Eobert  Boyle,  an  eminently  good  man,  who  took  a  deep 
interest  in  its  prosperity. 

But  it  was  soon  seen  that  the  design  of  this  corporation  was  too 
narrow,  and  would  not  meet  the  wants  of  all  the  American  plan- 
tations ;  and  a  circumstance  occurred  in  1679  which  drew  the  gen- 
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eral  attention  of  Christians  still  more  to  the  subject  of  religion  in 
the  colonies.  In  that  year  Dr.  Compton,  then  Bishop  of  London, 
received  a  letter  from  Boston,  in  Massachusetts,  signed  by  several 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  petitioning  that  a  church  should  be  allowed 
in  that  place  for  those  who  preferred  to  worship  after  the  forms  of 
the  Church  of  England.  This  induced  the  bishop  to  represent  the 
matter  to  King  Charles  the  Second,  who  allowed  the  church  to  be 
erected.  In  1685,  it  appeared  that  individual  Christians  were 
becoming  alive  to  the  subject;  for  in  that  year  Sir  Leoline  Jen- 
kins founded  and  endowed  two  fellowships  at  Oxford,  imposing  as 
a  condition  on  the  fellows,  that  they  should  take  holy  orders,  and 
serve  either  at  sea  in  the  royal  fleets,  or  in  some  "  of  his  majesty's 
foreign  plantations,  there  to  take  upon  them  the  cure  of  souls,  and 
exercise  their  ministerial  functions  :"  and  the  proceeds  of  this  fel- 
lowship supported  the  first  assistant  minister  of  the  first  Episcopal 
church  in  Boston. 

In  1692  Dr.  Compton  determined  to  know  more  of  the  Church 
in  the  colonies,  and  appointed  Dr.  Bray  to  be  his  commissary  in 
Maryland.  This  most  worthy  and  excellent  man  remained  in 
America  some  two  or  three  years,  acquainting  himself  with  the 
state  of  religion  throughout  all  the  continental  colonies ;  and  on 
his  return  made  a  detailed  report,  representing  the  immediate 
need  of  at  least /br^  missionaries  to  the  plantations.  At  the  close 
of  his  report  he  issues  proposals  to  raise  a  fund  for  their  support, 
in  which,  after  offering  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  private 
means  in  the  cause,  and  cheerfully  to  go  back  with  the  missiona- 
ries, he  suggests  that  every  bishop  in  the  kingdom  should  mako 
an  annual  subscription,  and  use  his  influence  with  the  wealthy 
and  dignified,  both  clerical  and, lay,  throughout  his  diocese,  to  do 
the  same  thing :  that  these  subscriptions  should  be  sent  in  to  the 
archdeacon  of  each  diocese  at  the  annual  Easter  visitation :  that 
each  bishop  should  select  from  his  own  clergy  one  or  more  to  go 
as  missionaries,  and  that  each  missionary  should  be  supplied  with 
a  small  Jbut  well-chosen  library ;  and  most  judiciously  does  he 
state  the  qualifications  such  missionaries  should  possess.  Indeed, 
a  document  more  abounding  in  good  sense  and  fervent  piety  on 
the  subject  of  Christian  missions,  it  has  never  been  our  lot  to  read. 
In  his  report  he  thus  speaks  of  our  own  country :  "  Koanoak  lyes 
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betwixt  Virginia  and  Carolina."  [By  Eoanoak  he  means  the  Al- 
bemarle settlement.]  "  It  is  peopled  with  English,  intermixt  with 
the  native  Indians  to  a  great  extent ;  and  as  there  will  be  occasion 
for  at  least  two  missionaries  to  be  sent  among  them,  so  the  gov- 
ernor, wlio  is  now  going  over  to  that  colony,  being  a  very  worthy 
gentleman,  I  dare  promise  will  give  the  best  countenance  and 
encouragement  which  shall  be  in  his  power." 

"  The  last  province  that  I  shall  now  speak  of  on  the  continent  is 
Carolina  [by  this  he  means  all  the  territory  in  the  lords  proprie- 
toi*s'  patent  south  of  Albemarle],  a  very  thriving  colony,  and  so 
large  as  to  want  at  least  three  missionaries,  beside  one  lately  sent 
thither."^ 

The  reader  will  pardon  us  for  dwelling  so  long  on  Dr.  Bray's 
efforts,  from  the  fact  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having 
originated  the  ji/rkt  systematic  movement  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  the  work  of  missions ;  that  he  was  indefatigable  in  his 
labors  to  procure  good  Episcopal  missionaries  for  the  colonies ; 
and  that  he  gave  to  North  Carolina,  and  established  at  Bath,  the 
first  public  library,  for  the  use  of  the  people,  that  she  ever  had. 
Such  a  man  deserves  honorable  remembrance. 

On  the  report  of  Dr.  Bray,  Bishop  Compton  went  to  the  king, 
as  he  had  done  before,  and  obtained  from  him  a  boimty  of  £20  to 
every  minister  or  schoolmaster  that  would  go  over  to  America ; 
and  wrote  to  several  places  in  the  colonies,  proposing  to  supply 
them  with  ministers.  The  effect  of  this  was,  that  in  those  settle- 
ments that  were  comparatively  rich,  and  able  to  support  a  minis- 


»  The  tinthor  has  now  before  him  one  of  the  first  printed  copies  of  Dr.  Bray's  report  and 
proposals,  which  he  obtained  in  London,  and  wliich  was  sent  out  for  subscriptions.  It 
wu«  printed  in  1700,  and  was  circulated,  as  we  judge  from  circumstances,  in  the  diocese 
of  Londou,  &^  among  its  subscriptions  is  one  by  Dr.  Stanley,  then  archdeacon  of  that  dio- 
ceno.  The  autographs  are  not  without  interest.  That  of  the  bishop  (Compton)  is  as 
follows : 

*'  1  will  contribute  twenty  pounds  a  year,  so  as  I  continue  in  my  bishoprike."  The 
three  following  are  in  Dr.  Stanley's  handwriting:— "  Feb.  20,  170j-.  I  will  contribute 
twenty  pounds  per  an.  for  five  years  next  coming  (if  it  please  God  that  I  live  so  long):" 
signed,  "  Will :  Stanley."—"  Mur :  8, 170f  The  Kev.  Dr.  Will :  Sherlock,  dean  of  St.  Paul's, 
.promit^ed  to  pay  yearly,  for  five  yeurs,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds."— "  Mar :  9,  170j.  The 
Kev.  Dr.  John  Younger,  residentiarj-  of  St.  Paul's,  promised  to  pay  yearly,  for  five  years, 
t\ie  sum  of  five  pounds." — In  another  handwriting  we  have :  "  March  12,  1700.  Mr. 
Stephen  Watte  douBs  subscribe  for  his  friend,  ten  pounds  yearly  for  three  years." 
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tor,  as  in  the  West  India  Islands,  churches  were  generally  bnilt; 
but  this  good  result  did  not  extend  to  the  poorer  continental  plan- 
tations, and  Carolina  profited  by  it  but  little.  In  1669  a  society 
had  been  instituted  in  England  "  for  the  promotion  of  Christian 
knowledge,"  which  found  so  much  to  encourage  it  in  its  labors, 
that  the  membere  resolved*  on  an  extension  of  their  efforts  in 
another  direction,  and  formed  themselves  into  a  second  society, 
for  the  purpose,  particularly,  of  supplying  the  American  colonies 
with  clergymen,  though  their  labors  were  not  to  be  confined  to 
America.  Tliis  was  chartered  by  King  William  on  the  3  6th  of 
June,  1701,  under  the  name  of  the  "Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,"  and  is  the  oldest  existing  Prot- 
estant missionary  association  in  the  world.  To  this  body  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  North  America  may  be  said  chiefly  to 
owe  its  existence. 

One  of  the  first  labors  of  this  society  was  to  ascertain  facts ; 
and,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  inquiries,  they  found  that  in  North 
Carolina  there  were,  exclusive  of  negroes  and  Indians,  about  six 
thousand  inhabitants,  in  a  sadly  irreligious  state  generally.  An 
examination  into  the  result  of  all  their  investigations  has  led  us  to 
the  conclusion,  that  in  all  their  wide  field  of  labor,  not  entirely 
heathen,  they  had,  nowhere,  more  unpromising  ground  to  culti- 
vate than  in  North  Carolina.  There  were,  as  we  have  said,  indi- 
vidual Christians  scattered  here  and  there,  but  their  number  was 
small ;  and  as  to  the  mass  of  the  people,  each  man  did  what  was 
right  in  his  own  eyes,  and  nearly  all  seemed  to  live  "  without  God 
in  the  world."  The  few  who  had  any  real  religion  were  Church 
of  England  men  or  Quakers,  with  here  and  there  a  Presbyterian, 
though  there  were  then  very  few  in  the  colony  of  this  latter  de- 
nomination. 

Tlie  country  had  at  that  time  been  settled  for  some  fifty  years, 
and  one  who  had  known  it  for  the  last  twenty  of  those  fifty,  and 
whose  position  in  the  colony  was  among  the  most  respectable,  tella 
the  Bishop  of  London,  that  during  his  residence  it  had  been  "  with 
out  priest  or  altar,"  and  that  before  he  came  into  it,  it  had  been, 
trom  what  he  could  learn,  much  woree  even  than  during  his  resi- 
dence.* 

1  Letter  of  Henderson  Walker,  ante,  p.  208. 
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The  first  Episcopal  clergyman  that  went  to  the  province  was  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Brett.  He  was  procured  through  the  instrumentality 
of  Dr.  Bray,  even  before  the  society  had  commenced  its  opera- 
tions, and,  through  the  kindness  of  the  same  benevolent  clergy- 
man, took  with  him  a  small  library  of  religious  books.  Of  this 
Mr.  Brett  we  have  been  able  to  learn  but  little.  That  little,  how- 
ever, is  suflScient  to  show  us  that  good  Dr.  Bray  was  sadly  deceived 
in  the  character  of  the  man.  For  about  six.  months  after  his  arri- 
val he  behaved  with  propriety,  and  then  broke  out  into  such  gross 
wickedness  that  sober-minded  men,  who  respected  Christianity  and 
venerated  the  Church,  hung  their  heads  with  sorrow,  and  were  re- 
strained by  very  shame  from  particularizing  his  enormities :  they 
were  not  fit  to  be  named.  The  scoffers  exulted,  and  those  not  of 
the  Church  reproached  those  who  were,  with  the  life  and  conduct 
of  their  first  minister.*  What  became  of  the  unhappy  man,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  discover. 

This  was  but  a  bad  beginning,  and  yet  some  benefit  resulted 
even  from  the  visit  of  this  unworthy  minister,  though  not  by  his 
direct  instrumentality.  In  1701,  the  Assembly  had  passed  a  law 
for  building  a  church  and  establishing  a  maintenance  for  a  min- 
ister ;  and  the  presence  of  a  clergyman  probably  stimulated  the 
laity  to  erect  the  sacred  edifice.  Where  it  was  we  cannot  say, 
and  doubtless  it  was  an  humble  structure.  Still,  it  was  built,  and, 
as  we  think,  in  1702 ;  and  this  was  the  first  Episcopal  church  edi- 
fice in  North  Carolina.  Our  conjecture  is,  that  its  locality  was  in 
or  near  our  present  town  of  Edenton.  In  1703,  we  know  that  two 
other  church  edifices  were  in  the  process  of  erection.*  All  these 
were  in  the  Albemarle  country.  The  law  of  1701,  for  establishing 
the  Church,  had  not  been  obtained  without  difficulty.  Even  at 
that  early  period,  the  spirit  of  religious  controversy  developed  it- 
self, and  the  Quakei-s,  together  with  the  few  Presbyterians  in  the 
colony,  opposed  the  enactment ;  in  this  opposition  they  of  course 
received,  without  seeking  it,  the  support  of  the  many  ungodly  who 
wanted  no  religion  at  all.  Tlie  Churchmen,  however  (real  and 
nominal),  constituted  the  numerical  majority,  and,  by  dint  of 
strenuous  eftbrts,  succeeded  in  getting  an  Assembly  elected  and 

1  Henderson  Walker's  letter,  ante,  p.  298.  ^  Ibid.,  ante,  p.  293. 
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.  enacting  the  law.  They  acted  under  it,  without  waiting  for  the 
approbation  of  the  lords  proprietors  to  its  provisions.  It  had, 
however,  been  sent  over  to  them,  and  in  1703  they  were  anxiously 
expecting  its  return  with  their  lordships'  approval,  before  the 
meeting  of  the  biennial  Assembly  of  that  year.^ 

The  first  missionary  sent  over  by  the  Society  for  Propagating 
the  Gospel  was  the  Kev.  Mr.  Blair,  who  came  into  the  province 
in  1705.  Lord  "Weymouth,  moved  by  the  destitute  condition  of 
the  colonists  in  things  spiritual,  contributed  £50  toward  tlie  sup- 
port of  this  gentleman,  who  also  received  the  queen's  bounty  of 
£20  paid  to  all  missionaries,  and  he  landed  in  Virginia  on  the  14th 
of  January,  170 f.  On  the  24th,  he  was  at  his  work  in  Albemarle, 
with  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  and  His  power,  as  his  best  stock ; 
and  £25  in  his  pocket  to  live  on,  while  he  endeavored  to  evan- 
gelize a  community  which,  with  some  few  exceptions,  was  proba- 
bly as  near  heathenism  as  any  community  calling  itself  Christian 
ever  was. 

lie  set  about  his  labors  with  a  good  vrill,  though  he  found  many 
inconveniences  (as  we  of  this  day  know  he  must  have  done)  from 
the  numerous  rivers  and  streams  north  of  Albemarle,  and  from  the 
necessity  he  was  under  of  providing  himself  with  a  guide,  and 
supplying  both  himself  and  his  attendant  with  horses.  No  won- 
der that  in  two  montlis  he  was  disposing  of  the  articles  necessary 
to  his  personal  comfort,  in  supporting  himself.  He  found  the 
three  church  edifices  of  which  we  have  spoken  above,  one  in  each 
of  the  precincts  of  Chowan,  Perquimons,  and  Pasquotank ;  and 
in  each  of  these  he  placed  a  reader,  who,  on  every  Sunday  when 
he  was  not  present,  read  morning  and  evening  prayer,  and  two 
sermons,  from  books  which  he  furnished  from  the  library.  To 
these  the  people  paid  a  small  salary.  He  convened  the  vestries 
in  each  precinct  on  his  first  visit  to  them,  and  informed  them  of 
tlie  benevolent  designs  of  the  society  and  Lord  Weymouth ;  and 
laid  before  them  a  proposal  from  Dr.  Bray,  that  if  they  would 
procure  glebes  for  each  church,  he  would  exert  himself  (and  he 
doubted  not  as  to  his  success)  to  have  attached  permanently  to 
each  glebe,  as  was  done  in  Bermuda,  two  slaves  and  a  small 

1  Henderson  Walker's  letter,  ante  p.  2^8. 
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Stock,  88  a  perpetual  income  for  an  incumbent,  so  that  they 
might  always  have  a  minister  with  provision  for  his  main- 
tenance. This  was  the  first  effort  toward  an  endowment  in 
Carolina. 

As  to  Mr.  Blair  himself,  he  preached,  somewhere,  twice  every 
Sunday,  and  often  on  other  days  when  he  could  induce  the  people 
to  assemble  for  the  baptism  of  their  children,  of  whom  there  was 
a  very  large  number  unbaptized.  He  administered  tliis  sacrament 
to  about  one  hundred ;  and  to  avoid  offending  the  magistrates  by 
depriving  them  of  their  marriage  perquisites,  he  prudently  declined 
to  perform  that  ceremony  while  he  remained  in  the  colony. 

Disheartening  as  were  the  circumstances  of  his  position,  he  still 
persevered  with  a  good  will,  hoping  that  when  the  Assembly  met, 
it  would  make  such  provision  at  least  as  was  indispensable  for  his 
support.  But  this  Assembly  was  unlike  the  previous  one  of  1701 
which  had  established  the  Church.  The  apprehension  of  being 
made  to  pay  for  the  support  of  any  religion  had  stirred  up  the  dis- 
affected, and  the  majority  of  the  Assembly  now  consisted  of  Qua- 
kers, who  were  bitterly  opposed  to  "establishments"  and  "hireling 
priests. ''  Unfortunately,  too,  the  law  of  1701  had  come  back,  di&- 
ajyproved  by  the  proprietors,  because  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
stipend  of  thirty  pounds  allotted  to  each  minister.  It  was  hopeless 
to  expect  a  Quaker  Assembly  to  re-enact  it  with  a  larger  stipend. 
The  Church  had  a  hard  battle  to  fight,  and  that  too  against  odds 
that  insured  her  defeat.  First,  there  were  the  Quakers,  who, 
united  to  a  man,  were  most  industrious  and  vigilant  in  their  op- 
position. Next,  a  great  many,  who,  though  nominally  perhaps  of 
the  Church,  or  at  least  descended  from  ancestors  reared  within  her 
pale,  joined  the  Qiiakere  to  escape  taxation  for  the  maintenance  of 
religion.  Tliird,  a  class  who  rather  seemed  to  be  Presbyterians 
than  any  thing  else,  though  they  were  not  regularly  such,  as  their 
leaders  were  men  who  had  forsaken  their  ordinary  secular  employ- 
ments, and  went  about  the  country  preaching  and  baptizing,  with- 
out having  ever  been  licensed  or  ordained  by  any  ecclesiastical 
authority  at  all.  It  is  not  sui-prising  that  Mr.  Blair  soon  found 
himself  likely  to  starve  in  the  hands  of  this  Assembly,  particularly 
as  the  then  deputy-governor  did  all  he  could  to  discourage  the 
efforts  of  those  friendly  to  the  Church. 


344  HISTORY   OF  NOBTH   CABOLDfA. 

When  the  poor  missionaiy  thus  found  that  he  could  not  travel 
any  more  from  precinct  to  precinct,  he  resolved  to  settle  down  in 
some  pne  of  them,  and  do  what  good  he  could  there,  trusting  to 
Providence  to  sustain  him.  But,  here  again,  he  was  met  by  a 
general  outcry  from  the  people,  embodying  a  tolerably  cool  speci- 
men of  impudence  from  the  beneficiaries  of  a  charity.  Instead  of 
leaving  Mr.  Blair,  Lord  "Weymouth's  accredited  agent  in  Carolina, 
to  determine  how  his  charity  should  be  executed,  they  imdertook 
to  dictate  the  mode  themselves,  and  said  that  as  his  lordship's  be- 
nevolence was  designed  for  the  whole  country,  if  it  could  not  reach 
all,  it  should  not  benefit  a  part.  Thus  pai*alyzed  in  his  labors,  the 
missionary  who,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty,  had  travelled, 
on  an  average,  thirty  miles  per  diem,  Sundays  only  excepted,  ever 
since  he  had  been  in  the  colony ;  often  spending  the  night  in  the 
woods ;  who  had  never  received  any  thing  from  them ;  and  who 
was  now  without  a  penny,  knew  not  whither  to  turn.  Then  it  was 
that  the  few  who  really  valued  Christianity,  and  were  friends  to  the 
Church,  stepped  forward,  and  furnishing  Mr.  Blair  with  the  neces- 
sary means,  advised  him  immediately  to  return  to  England  and 
represent  to  the  society  the  double  want  of  the  country,  first,  in 
ministers,  and  next,  in  inhabitants  to  maintain  them.  He  followed 
their  suggestion,  and  on  his  return  voyage,  the  vessel  he  was  in 
having  been  captured,  he  was  carried  into  France  and  detained  a 
prisoner  of  war  for  nine  weeks,  and  finally  reached  England,  com- 
pletely beggared,  and  with  a  debt,  overlarge  for  him,  upon  his 
shoulders.  And  so  ended  the  story  of  the  society's  first  eflfort  to 
plant  the  Episcopal  Church  in  North  Carolina.^ 

Mr.  Blair  placed  before  the  society  the  facts  related  above,  and 
satisfied  them  that  they  had  fallen  into  two  en^ors  at  least  in  this 
their  earliest  attempt.  The  one  was  in  supposing  that  one  man 
could  possibly  do  the  work :  even  if  he  could  have  taken  care  of 
the  spiritual  interests  of  those  living  at  Albemarle,  he  could  not 
have  ministered  to  those  on  Pamlico,  where  there  was  now  a  set- 
tlement, which  however  could  not  be  reached  but  by  a  journey  of 
fifty  miles  through  a  wilderness  occupied  by  savages  only.  The 
second  error  of  the  society  was  in  the  belief  that  the  inhabitants 


» Vide  Mr.  Blair's  letter,  ante,  p.  294. 
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of  the  country  valued  the  institutions  of  religion  enough  to  pro- 
vide a  support  for  the  missionaries  who  might  be  sent  to  them. 
They  resolved,  however,  to  renew  the  attempt,  and,  in  some  de- 
gree, to  profit  by  the  experience  of  the  past.  They  had  not  indeed 
the  means  to  send  all  the  ministers  required,  for  four  at  least  were 
necessary ;  but  they  determined  to  send  two,  that  one  might  up- 
hold and  comfort  the  other ;  and  further,  they  made  a  better  and 
surer  provision  for  their  support  than  Mr.  Blair  had  enjoyed. 

The  individuals  selected  were  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Gordon, 
whose  letters  are  now  before  us  containing  the  narrative  of  their 
ministerial  career  in  the  province.  From  these  we  gather  the 
materials  of  our  story.  Tliey  reached  Carolina  in  April,  1708, 
and  found  four  precincts  on  Albemale  and  three  on  Pamlico.  On 
Albemarle  were  Chowan,  Perquimons,  Pasquotank,  and  Curri- 
tuck ;  on  Pamlico  were  Beaufort,  Hyde,  and  Craven.  Mr.  Gordon 
took  charge  of  Chowan  and  Perquimons,  and  Mr.  Adams  of  Pas- 
quotank and  Currituck. 

Chowan  was  the  largest  of  the  precincts  on  Albemarle,  and  at 
the  same  time,  the  most  sparsely  settled.  A  small  church  that 
had  been  built  some  years  before  was  found  there,  but  in  a  ruin- 
ous condition,  and  Mr.  Gordon  prevailed  on  them  to  erect  another. 
In  this  precinct  there  were  no  Quakers  or  other  dissenters  from 
the  Church  of  England ;  but  the  people  were  deplorably  ignorant : 
few  could  read,  and  fewer  still  could  write,  and  even  some  vestry- 
men and  justices  of  the  peace  were  without  this  last  accomplish- 
ment. Tlie  population,  however,  generally  seemed  well  inclined, 
and  thankfully  received  instruction  both  in  public  and  private. 
In  this  precinct  Mr.  Gordon  lived,  and  found  his  labors  very  hard ; 
for  it  then  included  the  temtory  on  both  sides  of  the  Sound  as 
well  as  a  part  On  Roanoke  River.  Here  he  baptized  about  a  hun- 
dred children  during  his  stay,  introduced  a  schoolmaster,  and 
funiished  the  pupils  with  books.  Here  he  thought  that  faithful 
and  persevering  ministerial  labor,  in  a  quiet  and  settled  state  of 
the  country,  would,  from  the  temper  of  the  people,  be  probably 
followed,  with  God's  blessing,  in  good  results. 

As  to  Perquimons  precinct,  it  had  in  it  a  good  little  church, 
much  better  built  than  that  of  Chowan,  but  not  entirely  com- 
pleted, in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Swan,  its  greatest  bene- 
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factor,  who  was  one  of  the  few  that  exerted  hmiBelf  greatly  for  the 
promotion  of  Christianity  in  the  country.  Here  the  Quakers  were 
very  numerous,  and  exceedingly  active  in  their  efforts  to  thwart 
the  missionary  in  his  work.  Mr.  Gordon  (who  seems  to  have  been 
prudent  and  discreet). met  their  opposition  with  Cliristian  patience, 
and  in  some  degree  disarmed  their  hostility  by  administering  me- 
dicinally to  their  wants  when  they  were  sick ;  so  that  they  finally 
not  only  became  civil  and  respectful  to  him,  but  when  on  his 
travels,  would  entertain  him  in  their  houses  with  kindness  and 
hospitality.  Tlie  vestrj^men  of  the  church  in  Perquimons  were 
sadly  ignorant,  most  of  them  careless  in  their  lives,  and  all  indif- 
ferent in  religious  concerns.  Mr.  Gordon  could  never  get  them 
even  to  convene.  Among  the  Quakers  were  found  some  who  had 
been  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  frankly  told  the  missionary 
that  their  departure  from  it  had  been  produced  by  the  wicked 
conduct  of  a  foimer  minister,  alluding  probably  to  Mr.  Brett,  of 
whom  we  have  spoken,  and  the  evil  examples  of  the  vestrymen. 
Tliey  said  tliey  forsook  the  Church,  because  they  preferred  to  em- 
brace any  thing  that  but  looked  like  serious  religion,  rather  than 
have  none  at  all.  Some  of  these,  Mr.  Gordon  thought,  would 
willingly  return  to  the  Church,  if  it  were  blessed  with  faitliful  and 
constant  ministrations. 

Pasquotank  precinct  had  in  it  no  church  edifice  at  all,  and  the 
Quakei-s  were  very  numerous  here  also.  It  was  more  compactly 
settled  and  better  peopled,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  than  any  of 
the  precincts  of  Albemarle.  The  people  here  were  also  more 
industrious,  careful,  and  cleanly  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country,  and  lived  better  than  the  masses  in  the  other  precincts. 
But  though  they  had  no  church  building,  they  had  a  congregation 
of  Episcopalians,  and  though  suiTounded  with  Quakors,  it  was  the 
best  in  Albemarle. 

Both  the  missionaries  were  struck  with  the  order,  decency,  and 
seriousness  with  which  the  people  here  bore  their  part  in  public 
worship.  The  explanation  of  it  was  this  :  a  Mr.  Griffin  had  come 
into  the  precinct,  from  some  part  of  the  West  Indies,  some  three 
years  before  their  arrival,  and  opened  a  school.  He  was  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and,  with  the  consent  of  tlie  vestrymen,  soon 
began  to  act  as  a  lay-reader.    His  life  was  exemplary  and  his 
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behavior  discreet,  bo  that  his  character  was  held  in  high  esteem; 
and  even  the  Quakers  had  so  far  overcome  their  prejudices  that 
they  intrusted  him  with  the  education  of  their  children,  though 
they  knew  that  he  read  prayers  twice  a  day  in  his  school,  and 
required  of  all  his  pupils,  as  well  Quaker  children  as  others,  to 
make  the  responses,  and  to  violate  none  of  the  decencies  and  pro- 
prieties of  worship.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  congi*egation 
\n  Pasquotank  was  not  only  the  best  behaved,  but  also  tlie  best 
informed  in  the  whole  coimtry.  This  precinct  and  that  of  Curri- 
tuck were  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  an 
excellent  man  and  very  faithful  missionary.  He  found  in  the 
former  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty-two  souls,  of  whom  nine  hun- 
dred professed  to  be  of  the  Church  of  England,  with  the  exception 
of  some  few  real  Presbyterians,  who  would  not  follow  the  unli- 
censed and  unordained  men  who  called  themselves  ministers  of 
that  denomination.  These  Presbyterians  always  worshipped  with 
Mr.  Adams  and  his  congregation,  placed  themselves  under  his 
spiritual  care,  brought  their  children  to  him  for  baptism,  and  were 
well  satisfied  to  have  them  reared  in  the  use  of  the  Prayer-book. 
Of  the  remaining  four  hundred  and  thii-ty-two  inhabitants,  there 
were  two  hundred  and  ten  Quakers,  two  hundred  and  eleven 
negroes,  of  whom  some  few  had  been  instructed  in  the  Christian 
religion,  though  their  masters  would  not  permit  their  baptism, 
because  they  erroneously  supposed  that  a  Christian  slave  was  by 
law  made  free ;  and  there  were  about  eleven  who  professed  no 
religion  at  all.  Thus  minute  was  this  good  man  in  taking  an 
actual  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  precinct,  that  he  might 
better  see  and  perform  his  duties.  He  administered  baptism  to 
some  hundreds,  and  in  the  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
had  the  comfort  of  seeing  the  number  of  recipients  regularly 
increase..  During  his  whole  stay  in  the  country  he  never  received 
from  the  people  as  much  as  would  defray  the  expenses  of  his  food 
and  lodging  merely.  The  distance  between  his  stations  was  in 
some  instances  sixty  or  seventy  miles,  over  wretched  roads,  and 
sometimes  through  the  wilderness,  where  there  was  no  road  at  all, 
with  numerous  water-courses  to  be  crossed  in  his  joumeyings. 

His  residence  was  in  Currituck.     Here,  also,  there  was  no 
church  edifice ;  but  he  did  not  wait  for  the  erection  of  one  to 
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begin  his  labors.  He  preached  wherever  he  could  gather  his  fel- 
low-men together ;  and  though  we  cannot  affirm  the  fact,  yet  we 
think  it  very  probable,  that  he  often  proclaimed  to  the  perishing 
sinners  around  him,  "  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,"  in  God's 
own  great  forest  temple,  carpeted  with  the  grass,  and  canopied  by 
the  skies  with  which  God  himself  had  adorned  it.  Tlie  man  was 
in  earnest  about  his  Master's  work.  Here,  too,  he  took  his  cen- 
sus. He  found  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  souls.  Of  these, 
ninety-seven  were  negroes,  five  or  six  professed  no  form  of  reli- 
gion, one  only  was  a  Quaker,  and  the  rest  all  conformed  to  the 
Church  of  England.  Here,  too,  he  baptized  numbers,  and  was 
comforted  by  the  increase  of  his  communicants. 

Bath  county  included  all  that  portion  of  country  which  reached 
from  Albemarle  Sound  southwardly,  through  the  region  lying  on 
Pamlico,  and  terminated  on  the  shores  of  Neuse  River.  This 
latter-named  place  had  then,  as  settlers,  but  little  more  than  a  few 
French  Huguenots,  who  had  come  thither  from  Virginia.  Indeed, 
all  the  three  precincts  of  Bath  county  combined  did  not,  at  that 
day,  contain  as  many  inhabitants  as  any  one  of  the  precincts  on 
Albemarle.  Most  of  the  residents  were  on  or  near  the  shores  of 
Pamlico  River.  Thei*e  the  people  had  begun  to  build  the  town  of 
Bath,  which  contained  about  twelve  houses,  and  was  the  only  Unon 
in  the  province.  But  a  church  was  not  among  its  edifices.  Land 
had  been  laid  out,  however,  for  a  glebe,  and  the  town  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  library  wluch  the  benevolence  of  Dr.  Bray  had  fumished. 
Clergymen  had  been  there ;  not,  however,  as  missionaries  from  tho 
society,  but  adventurers  from  the  "West  Indies  and  from  some  of  the 
English  colonies  on  the  continent.  None,  however,  had  remained 
long ;  and  when  Messrs.  Gordon  and  Adams  came  into  the  prov- 
ince, it  was  without  a  minister,  nor  were  they  able  to  supply  its 
wants.  Clergymen  had  also  been  in  other  parts  of  the  province, 
though  their  visits  were  but  casual.  Thus,  as  we  learn  from  Gov- 
ernor Glover's  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mai*8- 
den,  on  his  way  to  his  mission  in  South  Carolina,  was  detained  for 
a  time  in  Pasquotank,  and  thought  it  proper  there  to  administer 
the  Lord's  Supper.  This  was  done  on  Trinity  Sunday,  1706;  and 
it  is  believed  that  this  was  the  first  administration  of  that  sacra- 
ment in  North  Carolina,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Church  of 


BELIOION   AND  LEABNING.  349 

England.  On  the  same  day  he  baptized  forty-live  persons,  infant 
and  adult.  The  scene  was  doubtless  deeply  interesting  to  those 
who  were  really  religious ;  and  such,  it  would  appear,  was  Gov- 
ernor Glover.  "  If  any  thing  in  this  life,  ray  lord"  (thus  he  writes), 
"was  able  to  raise  in  my  breast  a  joy  without  mixture,  it  was  to 
see  unbaptized  parents,  with  their  children  in  their  arms,  offering 
themselves  to  Christ;  which  I  have  seen,  and  therefore  ever  will 
rejoice."^  But  if  the  Christian  thus  sometimes  found  cause  for 
rejoicing,  he  oftener  had  occasion  for  grief;  for  the  impiety  of  the 
irreligious  was  sometimes  shockingly  gross  and  wicked  in  its  exhi- 
bitions. Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Adams  both  had,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  their  ministrations,  the  painful  and  most  profane  specta- 
cle before  them  of  a  deliberate  and  impious  mockery  of  the 
administi'ation  of  the  holy  eucharist,  by  those  who  were  seeking 
to  make  them  and  their  services  the  subject  of  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule. God  knows  there  was  wickedness  enough  in  the  land.  Our 
manuscripts  of  the  period,  however,  relieve  somewhat  the  darker 
shades  of  the  picture,  by  showing  us  that  among  those  of  highest 
position  in  the  province  there  were  men  whom  we  believe  to  have 
been  Christians  indeed;  among  whom  we  may  name,  as  most 
conspicuous.  Glover,  Swan,  Gale,  and  Sanderson ;  while  our  let- 
ters show  us  that  Hyde,  Pollock,  Duckenfield,  Moseley,  Little,  and 
others,  were  by  no  means  indifferent  to  the  support  of  religion  and 
the  Christian  instruction  of  the  people. 

With  such  men  as  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Adams,  hope  might 
reasonably  be  entertained  of  improvement ;  and,  indeed,  the  evi- 
dence is  satisfactory  enough  that  God  did  bless  th&lr  labors.  But 
tliis  gleam  of  sunshine  was  not  destined  to  continue.  They  came 
over  in  1707  :  some  five  months  before  their  arrival,  John  Porter, 
who  had  been  sent  over  to  England  by  the  Quakers,  returned. 
Tliis  man  had  succeeded,  by  Mr.  Archdale's  help,  in  procuring 
die  suspension,  by  the  lords  proprietors,  of  the  power  of  Sir 
Nathaniel  Johnson,  the  governor  of  Carolina,  at  Charleston,  to 
appoint  a  lieutenant-governor  for  Albemarle.  Carey,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  affairs  there,  was  removed,  and  the  proprietors  sent 
over  by  Porter  several  new  appointments  of  deputies,  with  per- 

>  Mr.  Giover^s  letter,  MS.,  ante,  p.  814. 
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raissiou  to  them  to  choose  a  governor.  The  Quaker  influence  pre- 
dominated among  these  new  deputies:  and  now  commenced  a 
scene  of  turbulence,  contention,  and  strife  which  threw  the  whole 
province  into  confusion;  and  in  the  establishment  of  two  rival 
governments,  left  it,  in  effect,  for  some  two  years,  without  any 
other  rule  tlian  that  imposed  by  a  lawless  and  triumphant  faction. 
Of  the  particulars  connected  with  all  this,  we  will  not  now  speak: 
they  will  be  found  duly  related  in  our  chapter  on  tlie  civil  history 
of  the  province.  It  is  only  necessary  here  to  say,  that  these  dis- 
tractions sadly  retarded  the  efforts  of  the  missionaries.  Mr.  Gor- 
don hoped,  but  in  vain,  that  the  public  animosities  which  rent  the 
country  into  factions,  would  soon  abate,  and  enable  him  to  prose- 
cute his  labors:  finding  them,  however,  rather  to  increase,  he 
thought  it  better  to  return  to  England  and  seek  employment  in  a 
more  quiet  field.  He  tlierefore  left  for  the  mother  country,  taking 
with  him  the  most  ample  attestations  from  the  best  people  of  the 
province,  that  he  had  labored  with  equal  fidelity  and  zeal,  and,  as 
a  clergyman,  had  walked  worthy  of  his  vocation. 

His  departure  was  a  sore  grief  to  Mr.  Adams,  but  he  would  not 
pennit  his  dejection  to  divert  him  a  moment  from  his  duty ;  so  he 
resolved,  by  increased  diligence,  to  allow  his  mind  no  time  to  in- 
dulge in  despondency.  Prudent,  faithful,  industrious,  and  irre- 
proachable, he  continued  to  work  imtil  1710,  when,  physicaUy 
worn  out  with  the  hardships  he  had  undergone,  he  found  it  indis- 
pensable that  he  should  leave  Carolina  for  a  field  of  lighter  labor. 
He  therefore  resolved  to  go  to  England,  and  wrote  to  the  society 
begging  them  to  allot  him  some  other  station  in  America,  where 
the  Church  was  more  settled,  as  he  still  wished  to  be  doing  the 
work  of  a  missionary.  When  it  was  known  tliat  he  purposed 
going,  the  expression  of  regret  among  the  Churchmen  of  the  prov- 
ince was  universal.  The  governor,  the  council,  and  the  vestries 
alike  bore  testimony  to  his  goodness  and  worth ;  and  everybody 
knew  that  they  but  spake  the  truth  when  they  said  that  he  "  had 
waded  through  great  difficulties,  under  the  vigilant  eyes  of  mali- 
cious enemies"  (the  Quakers),  "  without  committing  any  thing  un- 
becoming a  minister  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  But 
he  never  saw  old  England  again.  He  was  worn  out,  and,  when 
just  ready  to  embark,  his  constitution  yielded  to  a  fresh  attack  of 
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sickness,  and  the  Master  called  him  to  a  luynu  indeed.  His  mortal 
remains  were  deposited  somewhere  in  North  Carolina:  we  are  sorry 
that  we  know  not  the  spot,  for  we  would  mark  it  as  consecmted ; 
but  wherever  it  be,  there  were  laid  to  rest  the  bones  of  a  "  good 
soldier  of  Jesus  Christ."  Sinful  man  can  reach  no  higher  honor. 
Carolina  was  now  left  without  an  Episcopal  clergyman  in  it ; 
and  we  almost  think  it  had  been  better  so  to  have  remained, 
than  to  have  borne  the  infliction  of  the  next  man  who  was 
appointed.  This  was  the  Kev.  John  Urmston,  or  Urmstone,  for 
we  find  both  orthographies.  A  large  number  of  the  letters  of 
this  missionary,  copied  by  us  from  the  originals  in  London,  now 
lie  before  us,  and  we  heartily  wish  they  presented  a  better  picture 
than  they  do.  He  was  sent  over  in  1711,  and  lived  in  Chowan. 
Born  in  Lancashire,  he  had  received  a  univei-sity  education,  and, 
we  are  constrained  to  believe,  had  taken  ordei^s,  as  too  many  in 
the  Church  of  England  did  in  that  day,  rather  as  a  means  of  sup- 
port than  from  any  deep  sense  of  duty  to  God.  Unamiable  in  dis- 
position and  ready  to  quaiTel,  he  was  covetous  also,  and  very 
much  disposed  to  presume  on  the  dignity  of  his  sacred  oflice.  Hie 
most  querimonious  of  men,  every  letter  is  tilled  wnth  complaints  of 
his  unparalleled  sufferings,  and  solemn  assurances  of  the  impend- 
ing starvation  of  himself  and  his  family;  while  they  generally 
wind  up  with  a  pathetic  farewell  to  his  English  friends,  and  a 
business-like  announcement  that  he  had  drawn  certain  bills 
of  exchange  which  he  wished  duly  honored,  not  forgetting  to 
add  instructions  as  to  the  remittances  in  English  goods,  which 
he  assures  his  saddened  countrymen  he  can  sell  at  an  excellent 
profit.  Six  times  in  ten  years  he  assured  them  that  he  ex- 
pected himself  and  family  to  be  laid  in  the  tomb  from  sheer 
want  of  foody  before  he  could  possibly  hear  from  England  ;  and 
yet  he  ordere  a  variety  of  articles  to  be  sent,  which  could  not  pos- 
sibly arrive  until,  upon  his  hypothesis,  the  grave  would  have  hid- 
den alike  him  and  his  necessities.  And  yet  tins  man,  thus  eter- 
nally starving,  contrived  to  buy  land  and  negroes  and  stock,  to 
hire  white  servants,  to  procure  tools  and  agricultural  implements, 
to  be  the  proprietor  of  horses  and  boats ;  and,  in  short,  appears  to 
have  been  the  only  missionary,  during  the  proprietary  rule,  that 
ever  acquired  any  property  in  the  country ;  while  from  his  own 
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letters  we  gatlier  the  fact,  that  he  had  administered  the  Lord^s 
Supper  but  tw{<^  in  Jive  years  !  More  acrimonious  bitterness  of 
speech  than  he  uses  concerning  those  whom  he  disliked,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find ;  and  the  significant  fact  presents  itself,  that 
those  whom  he  most  reviles  were  really  the  most  seriously  re- 
ligious of  the  Churchmen  in  the  province.  The  coarseness  of  his 
language  harmonizes  with  the  malignity  of  his  temper ;  it  as  little 
became  the  refinement  of  a  gentleman  as  it  did  the  holiness  of  a 
priest :  thus  the  province  is  designated  a  "  hell  of  a  hole  ;"  and 
he  declares  that  he  would  rather  be  "  the  curate  of  Bear  Garden 
than  bishop  of  Carolina."  He  was  perpetually  quarrelling  with 
his  vestries,  and  always  about  money  ;  and,  in  a  word,  succeeded 
to  admiration  in  very  speedily  making  himself  odious  and  unpop- 
ular among  people  of  all  classes,  by  his  impiety  and  selfishness. 

The  reader,  we  trust,  will  readily  believe  us  when  we  say,  it 
affords  us  no  pleasure  to  sketch  such  a  picture  of  a  minister  of 
Christ;  but  we  must  speak  the  truth  as  it  is  afforded  by  the  evi- 
dence ;  and  it  had  been  better  not  to  undertake  our  work  at  all, 
than  not  faithfully  to  present  the  facts  which  can  alone  afford  our 
countrymen  of  this  day  a  true  picture  of  the  times.  This  man  af- 
fected earnestly  to  desire  the  society's  permission  to  relinquish  his 
station  and  return  to  England.  The  letters  from  govemoi's,  coun- 
cilmen,  and  even  some  of  the  common  people,  sent  to  the  society, 
induced  them  most  readily  to  consent.  He  remained,  notwith- 
standing his  importunate  solicitations,  several  years  after  he  had 
leave  to  withdraw ;  and  his  own  letters  show  that  he  tarried  in  the 
hope  of  gain  from  the  disposal  of  his  property.  The  very  records 
of  the  court  show  him  to  have  been  punished  for  drunkenness  and 
profanity  ;  and  the  enemies  of  Christianity  could  not  have  desired 
a  more  efficient  auxiliary  than  the  presence  in  the  province  of 
such  a  man  as  the  Rev.  John  Urmstone.  When  it  suited  his  con- 
venience, he  left  abruptly,  without  a  word  of  warning,  and,  in 
England,  with  unequalled  effrontery,  offered  himself  again  to  the 
society  as  a  missionary.  We  need  not  say  that  the  society  would 
not  even  notice  the  man.  He  was  old  and  alone  now.  He  had 
buried  his  wife  in  the  province;  his  eldest  son,  whom  he  had 
trained  as  a  slave  to  labor,  when  he  attained  to  manhood,  refused 
to  live  with  him,  and  left  Carolina  for  England,  followed  by  pa- 
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ternal  curses  and  denunciations ;  his  younger  children  he  took  with 
him,  as  we  believe,  and  what  was  the  end  of  the  unhappy  man, 
we  have  not  discovered.  This  missionary,  in  twelve  years,  did 
more  to  retard  the  spread  of  Christianity  and  the  growth  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  Carolina,  than  any  and  all  other  causes 
combined. 

Not  very  long  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Urmstone,  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Kev,  Giles  Rainsford,  aigainst  whose  moral  character 
no  imputation  could  justly  be  made.  He  was  deficient  in  zeal, 
and  too  easily  disheartened.  His  health,  however,  failed,  and  he 
was,  beside,  once  taken  by  the  savages ;  and  these  things  furnish 
an  apology  for  his  seeming  want  of  energy.  He  labored  but  a 
few  months  in  Carolina,  before,  alarmed  by  Indian  hostilities,  he 
withdrew  into  Virginia. 

In  the  interval  between  the  arrivals  of  Messrs.  Urmstone  and 
Rainsford,  the  society  were  induced,  upon  the  representations  of 
Governor  Eden,  to  instruct  the  Bishop  of  London's  commissary  at 
Charleston,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnston,  to  send  one  of  the  mission- 
aries in  South  Carolina  to  the  northern  province  of  Albemarle. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  came  accordingly  to  Chowan,  and  found  a 
hospitable  home  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Duckenfield,  whose  house 
was  used  as  a  church  by  the  missionaiy.  After  laboring  there  for 
some  time,  he  removed  to  Perquimons,  and  finally  to  Bath.  His 
fate  was  a  sad  one.  He  left  Pamlico  to  visit  Core  Sound,  the  most 
southern  settlement  in  the  province.  He  was  in  his  own  boat,  and 
with  his  own  crew.  Unfortunately  he  was  indiscreet  enough  to 
permit  them  to  discover  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  money,  for  he  was  possessed  of  some  wealth.  On  his 
way  he  landed  on  Harbor  Island,  and  never  left  it.alive.  The  story 
told  was,  that,  tossing  about  ten  days  and  nights  in  an  open  boat, 
he  perished  from  cold,  in  February,  1720.  But  none  of  the  crew 
perished ;  and  the  authorities,  suspecting  that  he  had  been  mur- 
dered, instituted  inquiries,  but  could  discover  nothing  of  his  fate, 
nor  obtain  the  money  which  he  was  known  to  have  had  with  him. 

After  the  departure  of  Mr.  Urmstone  for  England,  in  1721,  the 
]>rovince  was  without  any  minister  at  all.  Governor  Eden  applied 
to  the  society,  requesting  that  some  clergyman  might  be  sent,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Newman  was  dispatched  to  the  province  in  1722. 

Vol.  II.— 23 


354  mSTOBY  OF  itobth  oabolika. 

But  it  was  very  little  that  one  man  could  do  to  supply  such  an 
extent  of  country.  He  preached,  by  turns,  at  rix  or  seven  differ- 
ent places,  varying  in  distance  from  each  other  from  twelve  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to 
carry  his  labors  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  province.  Unaccus- 
tomed to  the  climate,  as  he  was,  the  natural  consequence  of  his 
exposure  and  toil  was  frequent  sickness,  and  finally  death,  after 
about  half  a  year's  labor.  He  left  behind  him,  however,  a  good 
report,  and  had  so  endeared  himself  to  the  comnmnity,  that  the 
Assembly,  after  his  death,  voted  to  his  widow  a  gratuity  of  forty 
poimds ;  and  the  appreciation  of  him  by  the  society  was  shown  in 
their  giving  to  his  relict  his  whole  year's  salary  of  sixty  pounds. 
He  was  truly  a  loss  to  the  province. 

North  Carolina  had  now  become  an  unpopular  station  among 
those  clergymen  of  England  who  offered  themselves  as  mission- 
aries to  the  colonies.  Few  were  willing  to  undertake  its  arduous 
duties,  and  the  society  labored  in  vain  to  find  men  for  a  field  so 
unpromising  and  toilsome.  It  was  not  until  Sir  Richard  Everard 
was  made  governor  in  1725,  that  any  one  offered.  On  his  appoint- 
ment, the  Rev.  Mr.  Blacknall  (of  whom  we  know  but  little  more 
than  his  name)  applied  to  be  appointed,  and  came  over,  as  we  be- 
lieve, with  the  governor.  He  remained  but  a  short  time,  and  the 
only  act  of  Mr.  Blacknall,  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  is 
furnished  by  the  judicial  records  of  the  period,  and  may  be  found 
among  the  preliminary  documents  prefixed  to  our  chapter  on  "The 
law  and  its  administration."  ^ 

The  reader  may  remember  having  read  there  the  case  of  a  cler- 
gyman, who  violated  the  law  by  uniting  in  marriage  a  white  man 
and  a  mulatto  woman,  incurred  thereby  a  penalty  of  fifty  pounds, 
informed  against  himself,  and  claimed  one  half  the  penalty  al- 
lowed by  law  to  the  informer.    This  clergyman  was  Mr.  Blacktiall. 

He  was  not,  however,  the  last  who  appeared  in  Carolina  during 
the  administration  of  Sir  Richard  Everard.  There  was  another, 
but  he  had  not  been  sent  by  the  society.  This  was  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Bailey,  who  made  his  appearance  in  the  province  before 
Mr.  Blacknall  had  left  it.    A  future  chapter  will  show  in  detail 

1  Vide  ante,  p.  126. 
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that  the  indiscretions  and  temper  of  Governor  Everard  soon  in- 
volved him  in  most  undignified  altercations  with  the  equally  indis- 
creet and  quarrelsome  Burrington,  his  predecessor  in  office ;  that 
their  respective  adherents  formed  parties,  between  which  quarrels 
were  frequent,  sometimes  ending  in  street  brawls  and  vulgar 
pugilism,  in  whicli  the  governor  so  far  forgot  himself  as,  more 
than  once,  to  take  pail;.  Bailey  was  a  follower  of  the  fortunes  of 
Burrington,  who  upheld  him,  and  no  doubt  he  was  prompted  by 
him  to  ask  of  Everard  permission  to  preach,  in  the  confident  belief 
that  the  governor  would  refuse,  and  thus  furnish  more  fuel  to  the 
fires  of  party  strife.  As  to  Bailey  himself.  Sir  Richard  wrote  to 
the  Bishop  of  London  that  he  had  lived  in  Philadelphia,  and  had 
there  borne  a  bad  character  as  a  drunkard;  that  driven  from 
thence  he  had  passed  into  Virginia,  from  which  province  his 
vices  had  caused  his  speedy  expulsion ;  that  he  had  thence  passed 
over  into  Carolina,  and  after  being  drunk  for  two  days  in  Edenton, 
had  applied  to  him  for  permission  to  preach ;  that  such  permission 
having  been  refused,  instigated  by  Burrington,  some  of  his  party 
broke  open  the  court-house  door  on  Sunday,  when  Bailey  there 
officiated.*  How  much  of  this  is  true  it  is  not  possible  to  say,  for 
the  statement  of  Bailey  and  the  affidavits  of  Burrington  and  several 
of  his  party  contradict  Everard's  story  in  all  particulars  save  that 
of  brealdng  open  the  door  of  the  court-house.  It  is  a  bad  story  at 
the  best.  The  Church  had  enough  to  contend  with  in  the  hostility  of 
the  Quakers,  the  disaffection  of  her  merely  nominal  members,  and 
the  open,  assaults  of  the  enemies  of  all  godliness :  it  is  sad  to  think 
that  the  last  glimpse  we  get  of  her  in  public,  during  the  proprie- 
tary times,  shows  her  as  a  helpless  victim,  dragged  into  an  unnatu- 
ral association  with  the  dirty  strifes  of  still  dirtier  parties ;  mixed 
up  with  the  lawless  deeds  of  clamorous  and  drunken  partisans,  and 
amid  the  curses  and  the  shouts  of  a  godless  and  triumphant  rabble, 
escorted  through  doors  broken  down,  to  be  represented  by  the  min- 
istrations of  a  man  whom  one  half  of  the  community  pretended,  for 
the  time,  to  consider  an  oracle,  while  the  other  half  believed  he 
was  a  drunkard.  Religion  and  the  Church  of  Christ  could  not  but 
suffer  from  such  forced  and  unhallowed  associations.    They  indeed 

1  MS.  letter  from  Everard  to  Bishop  of  LoDdoD,  January  S6, 1725. 
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were  the  only  victims :  the  mob  had  nothing  left  to  lose ;  while 
Christianity,  thus  insulted,  was  reproached  with  the  crimes  of  its 
very  enemies. 

There  are  circumstances  to  justify  the  belief,  that  though  Mr. 
Bailey  was  unfortunately  involved  in  the  party  feuds  of  the  day, 
yet  he  was  rather  forced  into  them  than  voluntarily  sought  them. 
He  left  Edenton  after  the  transactions  just  related  and  went  to 
Bath,  ministering  to  the  inhabitants  there  and  in  Hyde  precinct, 
though  he  never  was  one  of  the  society's  missionaries.  A  letter 
from  the  church-wardens  and  vestrymen  of  the  first-named  place 
earnestly  entreats  the  society  to  enrol  him  as  a  missionary  and  al- 
low him  the  usual  stipend ;  and  from  it  we  gather  the  fact  that  he 
had  served  them  almost  three  years,  that  his  conduct  had  been 
exemplary,  and  his  zeal  and  industry  conspicuous.  We  are  dis- 
posed, tlierefore,  to  hope  that  he  was  a  much  better  man  than 
Governor  Everard  represented ;  and  possibly,  in  a  calmer  moment, 
when  Mr.  Bailey  was  not  angrily  identified  in  interest  and  pur- 
pose with  Burrington,  the  governor's  rival  and  enemy,  SirBichard 
might  have  spoken  of  him  in  milder  and  kinder  terms.  At  any 
rate,  the  people  of  Bath  and  Hyde  bestowed  on  him  no  stinted 
conunendation.^ 

But  bad  as  were  some  of  their  teachers,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that,  on  the  whole,  the  people  had  been  made  better  during  the 
proprietary  rule.  The  country  was  slowly,  indeed,  but  still  grad- 
ually emerging  from  the  darkness  and  indifference  in  which  the 
first  missionaries  found  it.  The  labors  of  Messrs.  Gordon,  Adams, 
and  Newman  were  not  all  fruitless.  The  seed  sown  by  these  spir- 
itual husbandmen  had  not  all  fallen  on  sterile  ground.  At  the 
close  of  the  dominion  of  the  lords  proprietors  there  existed  nine 
parishes  in  the  province ;  and  though  there  was  not  a  clergyman 
in  any,  yet  the  people  themselves,  by  means  of  readers  (not  always 
indeed  the  ablest),  endeavored  to  maintain,  regularly,  worship  in 
most  of  the  congregations.  One  resident  among  them,  whose  ofii- 
•  cial  duties  brought  him  into  communication  with  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  province,  described  them  as  "  a  people  perfectly  well 
affected  to  the  Church,  and  very  desirous  of  giving  encouragement 

1  MS.  letter  from  vestry  of  Bath,  &o.,  May  25, 1726. 
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to  ministei'S  of  a  courteous  and  affable  beha\H[or,  to  reside  among 
them,  could  they  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  supplied  with  such."  * 
Some  progress  had  therefore  been  made. 

As  to  the  support  given  to  the  Church  of  England  during  the 
times  of  proprietary  rule,  by  the  legislation  of  the  country,  it  was 
first  made  the  "  establishment"  by  the  act  of  1701.  This  law,  as 
we  have  before  stated,  was  obtained  not  without  the  most  strenu- 
ous exertions  on  the  part  of  Churchmen  to  overcome  the  opposition 
of  the  Quakers.  By  it  parishes  were  established,  a  tax  laid  for 
the  purchase  of  glebes  and  the  erection  of  churches,  and  a  stipend 
of  thirty  pounds  was  allowed  each  incumbent.  This  law,  how- 
ever, had  to  receive  the  assent  of  the  lords  proprietor,  and,  witli- 
out  it,  was  of  force  only  for  two  years,  or  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Assembly  in  1703.  That  assent  was  refused,  solely  on  the 
ground  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  salary  allowed ;  and  the  Assem- 
bly of  1703  was,  by  tlie  industry  of  the  Quakers  chiefly,  com- 
posed of  men  who  had  no  desire  to  amend  the  law  or  establish 
tlie  Church.  Hence  it  became,  in  truth,  a  dead  letter,  because 
not  approved  by  the  proprietors ;  though  the  Churchmen  still  con- 
tinued to  act  imder  it,  and,  as  far  as  we  can  discover,  such  action 
seems  to  have  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  people,  who  appear,  per- 
haps from  the  habits  of  early  association  at  home,  to  have  consid- 
ered the  Church  of  England  as  the  estiiblished  religion  of  the 
country.  There  was  one  provision  in  this  law  which  was  deemed 
wrong  by  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Adams,  and  was  also  not  approved 
by  the  best  of  the  laity.  Without  it,  however,  the  Assembly  of 
1701  probably,  would  not  have  passed  the  law  at  all.  Experience 
seemed  to  them  to  teach  its  necessity.  Governor  Glover  thus 
speaks  of  it :  '*  There  is  one  great  error  which  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  prevent,  viz.,  the  subjecting  the  clergy  to  be  judged 
by  laymen ;  although  that  clause  was  never  interpreted,  even  by 
the  most  zealous  assertors  of  it,  to  extend  to  a  power  of  displacing 
those  who  were  orderly  presented  and  inducted,  but  only  such  as 
came  by  chance,  and  were  agreed  with  from  year  to  year,  as  the 
manner  has  been  formerly  among  our  neighbors  of  Virginia.  I 
shall  only  add  further,  that  that  clause  had  not  been  thought  of 

>  MS.  letter  from  the  governor  to  the  society. 
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by  the  composere  of  that  law,  had  not  the  disorderly  behavior  of 
Mr.  Brett  given  the  occasion." '  The  troubles  occasioned  by  the 
return  of  Porter  from  England,  and  the  usurpation  of  authority  by 
Carey,  prevented  any  further  legislation  until  the  Assembly  of 
1715,  when  the  act  for  establishing  the  Church  was  passed,  of  the 
details  of  which  the  reader  has  already  been  informed  in  our  sec- 
ond chapter,  concerning  "the  laws  and  their  administration." 
Before  we  leave  the  Church  of  England,  it  is  proper  to  speak 
of  some  of  those  among  the  laity  who  took  most  interest  in  its 
progress,  and  exerted  themselves  most  for  the  promotion  of  its 
welfare. 

Edward  Moseley  was  a  lawyer  of  the  province,  and  actively 
engaged  also  in  the  political  contests  by  which  the  colony  was 
from  time  to  time  agitated.  If  we  should  judge  of  his  character 
solely  by  his  conduct  in  these  party  contests,  or  by  the  representa- 
tions of  his  political  opponents,  we  should  scarcely  do  him  justice. 
Hasty  in  his  temperament  and  resolute  in  his  purposes,  he  unques- 
tionably, in  his  moments  of  excitement,  sometimes  overstepped 
the  limits  prescribed  by  a  sound  discretion,  and  made  himself 
more  vulnerable  than  became  a  man  of  his  talents  and  attainments. 
Those  talents  not  unfrequently  forced  him  into  the  position  of  a 
leader,  to  which,  we  apprehend,  he  was  ambitious  enough  not  to 
be  averse ;  and  of  course,  amid  the  exasperations  and  hard  words 
inseparable  from  party  strifes,  he  received  his  full  share  of  harsh 
judgments  and  prejudiced  utterances.  Gale,  the  chief-justice, 
Little,  the  attorney-general,  and  Moseley,  were  undoubtedly  the 
three  best  lawyere  of  Carolina  in  the  proprietary  times ;  and  all 
were  ready  and  active  in  their  efforts  to  give  to  the  people  the 
blessings  and  benefits  of  religious  instruction.  Among  our  old 
ecclesiastical  documents  we  find  Moseley  in  another  aspect  than 
that  of  lawyer  or  politician.  We  find  him  in  communication  with 
the  Missionary  Society,  informing  them  of  the  true  state  of  reli- 
gion among  the  people,  and  begging  them  to  send  missionaries  of 
.  the  proper  kind.  But  he  did  more  than  this.  He  was  as  ready 
with  his  purse  as  with  his  pen.  He  sent  to  England  and  pur- 
chased Prayer-books,  as  well  as  works  of  practical  religion,  for 

1  Gov.  Glover^B  letter  to  Bishop  of  London,  25th  Sept.,  1706,  MS.,  ante,  p.  800. 


REUOION  AND  LKABNINO.  359 

gratuitoxift  distributioii  in  Carolina ;  and  not  content  with  tliis,  he 
bought  also  quite  a  library,  the  catalogue  of  which  is  now  before 
us,  and  presented  it  to  the  "  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel," 
as  the  foundation  of  a  provincial  library,  to  be  deposited  in  Eden- 
ton  for  general  use.  Most  of  these  books  were  well  selected  and 
cosily.  He  seems  to  have  been  vigilant  of  the  interests  of  the 
Church  in  minor  matters.  He  married  the  widow  of  Mr.  Hender- 
son "Walker,  and  finding  that  the  sum  of  £30  had  been  placed  in 
Mr.  Walker's  hands  by  Sir  Francis  Nicholson,  for  procuring  a 
piece  of  communion-plate  for  each  of  the  parishes  of  Chowan, 
Perquimons,  and  Pasquotank  (of  which  donation  Mr.  Walker  had 
left  a  statement  among  his  papers),  he  paid  over  the  money  to 
the  several  vestries  of  those  precincts ;  and  then,  having  reason  to 
believe  that  Perquimons  and  Pasquotank  designed  to  apply  the 
funds  to  other  Church  purposes,  he  immediately  interposed,  and 
informed  Sir  Francis  Nicholson  of  the  intended  misappropriation 
of  his  charity,  and  requested  of  him  to  prevent  it.  We  have  been 
the  more  solicitous  to  make  these  statements,  because  the  little 
that  has  been  heretofore  recorded  in  history  of  Mr.  Moseley  would 
leave  of  him  no  better  impression  than  that  he  was  a  factious  man 
of  acknowledged  ability,  who  could  find  little  use  for  his  talents 
save  that  of  stirring  up  strife  and  encouraging  contention  for  ends 
purely  selfish.     We  do  not  think  this  was  his  true  character. 

Chief-justice  Gale  was  a  religious  man,  and  belonged  to  an  an- 
cient family  well  known  in  England  for  the  scholars  and  divines 
it  had  produced.  His  father.  Miles  Gale,  was  a  clergyman  of  the 
Established  Church,  and  rector  of  Kighley,  in  Yorkshire.  Three 
of  his  sons  came  to  Carolina,  of  whom  two  married  in  the  prov- 
ince, and  one  died  unmarried.  These  three  were — Christopher, 
attorney-general  and  afterward  chief-justice,  who  married  the 
widow  of  Governor  Harvey,  Miles,  and  Edmund.*  The  chief-jus- 
tice was  the  eldest,  and  belonging  to  a  family  which  in  several  of 
its  generations  had  furnished  clergymen  of  distinction  to  the 
Church  of  England,  as  well  as  being  himself  both  the  son  and 
brother  of  ministers  of  the  Establishment,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 

>  4  Nichoirs  Literary  Anoodotes,  p.  686.    MS.  letter  of  Rev.  Miles  Gale  to  the  secretary 
of  the  society. 
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at  tliat  his  zeal  for  the  Chnrch  in  Carolina  was  couspicnous.  Our 
manuscripts  show  us  that  when  his  parish  was  destitute  both  of 
clergymen  and  chm*ch,  his  house  was  used  as  a  chapel,  and  one  of 
his  brothers  regularly  officiated  as  a  reader.  He  would  preserve 
the  observance  of  the  Lord's  day  and  the  services  of  the  Church 
in  his  family  and  among  his  neighbors.  On  a  visit  that  he  nmde 
to  England,  he  waited  on  the  Bishop  of  London,  laid  before  him 
the  exact  state  of  religious  affairs  in  Carolina,  and  exerted  himself, 
but  without  success,  to  find  missionaries  who  would  go  over.  He 
enlisted  also  in  the  work  the  sympathies  of  his  reverend  father, 
and  made  efforts  to  induce  his  brother,  who  was  in  orders,  to  go. 
On  his  return  he  carried  on  a  correspondence  with  the  Bishop  of 
London  and  others,  and,  indeed,  never  relaxed  in  his  endeavors  to  < 
procure  clergymen.  He  was  one  of  the  most  judicious  and  con- 
sistent friends  of  religion  in  the  province,  while  his  position  added 
strength  to  his  influence.  We  have  been  struck  with  the  fact,  that 
among  the  hundreds  of  letters  and  other  documents  in  manuscript 
relating  to  the  Carolina  Church,  which  are  now  before  us,  though 
he  is  often  mentioned  in  them,  there '  is  but  a  single  document 
which  speaks  of  him  disrespectfully;  and  even  that  cannot  re- 
proach him  with  any  thing  worse  tlian  some  deficiency  in  profes- 
sional learning :  it  does  not  dare  to  insinuate  aught  against  the 
Christian  purity  of  his  life.  The  reproach  will  pass  for  but  little, 
when  it  is  known  that  it  came  from  one  who  was  no  lawyer  him- 
self. John  TJrmstone  was  the  author  of  the  letter  alluded  to,  and 
his  resentment  was  provoked  because  the  chief-justice  believed 
him  to  be  an  unworthy  man  and  minister,  and  consequently  would 
give  him  no  countenance.  It  was  Gale  who  had  fined  Urmstone 
for  drunkenness  and  profanity. 

Another  friend  of  religion  and  the  Church  who  deserves  partic- 
ular notice  was  Richard  Sanderson,  who  resided  in  Currituck,  and 
with  whom  good  Mr.  Adams  lived.  He  was  one  of  the  lords  pro- 
prietors' deputies,  and  a  member  of  the  council,  until  the  Quakers 
obtained  the  ascendency  and  turned  him,  with  all  other  Church- 
men, out  of  power.  By  his  will,  he  left  to  the  parish  in  Currituck, 
to  be  enjoyed  after  the  death  of  himself  and  his  wife,  both  then  in 
old  age,  a  very  good  plantation  on  which  he  lived,  with  household 
furniture,  slaves,  stock,  &c.,  as  a  perpetual  living  for  the  minister 
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who  might  be  settled  over  that  parish.^  But  we  cannot  further 
particularize ;  nor  yet  must  we  leave  the  subject  without  recording 
the  names  at  least  of  Walker,  Glover,  Little,  Duckenfield,  Swan, 
and  Pollock,  as  worthy  of  remembrance  by  Carolina  Episcopa- 
lians of  this  day,  for  their  efforts  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
Church. 

The  "Friends,"  or  Quakers. 

John  Archdale,  a  member  of  the  society  of  Friends,  and  one  of 
the  lords  proprietors,  was  appointed  governor  of  Carolina,  inclu- 
ding both  North  and  South,  in  the  year  1695.  Before  his  appoint- 
ment, the  Quakers  were  neither  numerous  nor  influential  in  the 
province.  Some  of  the  society,  however,  had  come  years  before 
John  Archdale  saw  America.  The  earliest  visit  of  which  we  have 
been  able  to  find  any  record,  is  that  of  Edmundson,  mentioned  in 
George  Fox's  Journal  under  the  year  1672,*  and  this  was  long  be- 
fore any  minister  of  the  Church"  of  England  lived  in  Carolina. 
The  "  Friends,"  therefore,  of  "  all  who  profess  and  call  themselves 
Christians,"  are  entitled  to  the  honor  of  having  been  Jirst  in  the 
field.  Persecution  sent  them  into  tlie  wilderness  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  this  persecution  began  in  New  England.  It  is  impossible 
to  read  the  book  of  George  Bishop,  setting  forth,  as  it  not  unfre- 
quently  does,  with  coarse  yet  nervous  eloquence,  the  horrible  cru- 
elties practised  on  the  Quakers  in  Massachusetts,  without  feeling 
an  honest  indignation  toward  those  in  authority,  and  especially 
toward  the  ministers  of  New  England,  who  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged such  revolting  atrocities  under  the  pretext  of  zeal  for  the 
truth  and  glory  of  God.  We  can  find  no  excuse  for  it  in  the  stere- 
otyped apology  that  it  accorded  with  the  spirit  of  the  age.  It 
required  no  great  sagacity  to  discover  that  it  did  not  accord  with 
the  spirit  of  Christ  ;  and  we  really  can  call  to  mind  no  abomina- 
ble prevalent  iniquity  in  any  part  of  the  world,  or  on  any  page  of 
history,  that  might  not  screen  itself  from  censure  under  this  conve- 
nient plea  of  the  "  spirit  of  the  age."  In  every  age,  men  may  be 
found  who  will  commit  sin  themselves,  and  countenance  it  in 
others — ^who  will  perpetrate  gross  injustice  and  practise  revolting 
cruelties  on  their  fellow-men ;  and  the  religion  of  the  Sav^iour  is 

>  MS.  letter  of  Mr.  Adams.  *  Fox's  Joamal,  vol  ii.  p.  187 :  Leeds,  1886. 
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opposed  to  all  this,  and  is  designed,  by  its  benevolent  teachings,  to 
prevent  it:  its  specific  purpose  is  to  correct  this  "spirit  of  the 
age."  How  deeply,  then,  men  will  ask,  can  the  followers  of 
Chbist,  clerical  and  lay,  have  dmnk  "at  the  pure  fountain  of 
eternal  love,"  when,  instead  of  a  fearless  effort  to  repress,  they 
lend  themselves  rather  to  the  effort  profanely  to  sanctify,  the  wick- 
edness which  bad  men  have  made  fashionable  and  common  ? 

But  as  if  it  were  not  enough  to  confine  their  cruelties  within 
the  limits  of  their  own  territory,  the  Massachusetts  authorities, 
when  their  poor  victims  sought  escape  from  persecution  in  Vir- 
ginia, followed  them  there,  and  instigated  the  autliorities  of  that 
province  to  make  common  cause  with  them  in  the  fines  and  im- 
prisonments and  scourgings  which  were,  forsooth,  to  enlighten  the 
minds  by  torturing  the  bodies  of  Quakers.*  Is  it  not  enough  to 
make  the  blood  boil  to  read  of  two  respectable  New  England  wo- 
men fleeing  to  Virginia,  and  there,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts government,  receiving,  in  the  words  of  old  Bishop, 
"  thirty-two  stripes  apiece,  with  a  nine-corded  whip,  three  knots 
in  each  cord — being  drawn  up  to  the  pilloiy  in  such  an  uncivil 
manner  as  is  not  fit  to  be  rehearsed,  with  a  running-knot  about 
their  hands — the  very  firet  lash  of  which  drew  the  blood  and  made 
it  to  run  down  in  abundance  from  their  breasts  ;"*  and  after  being 
deprived  of  all  their  goods,  to  be  banislied  from  Virginia  ?  And 
if  such  treatment  drove  Quakers,  as  it  did,  into  the  wilderness  of 
North  Carolina,  where  (God  be  thanked)  they  were  permitted  to  stay 
in  peace,  unpersecuted  and  unwhipped, — we  ask,  which  best  de- 
served to  be  called  a  harbor  for  rogues,  the  place  to  which  they  fled, 
or  that  from  which  they  came  ?  "We  care  not  whether  such  treat- 
ment came  from  Prelatist  or  Puritan ;  we  are  sure  it  was  not  taught 
by  Cheist  :  and,  come  from  where  it  may,  we  shall  never  hesitate 
to  express  our  sense  of  it  by  the  two  words,  damnable  wickedness. 

Some,  at  least,  of  the  first  permanent  settlers  of  North  Carolina 
were  men  and  women  fleeing  from  treatment  in  Virginia  such  as 
we  have  described ;  and  from  Massachusetts  also  they  afterward 
came,  bearing  about  them  the  marks  of  mutilation  in  the  loss  of 
their  ears,  and  bodies  seamed  with  the  imprint  of  stripes.    They 

>  New  EDgUnd  Judged,  2d  part;  by  Goo.  Bishop :  London,  1667,  p.  120.  *  Ibid. 
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were  not  very  numerous,  for  the  whole  number  of  Quakers  in 
America,  at  that  day,  was  small.  As  we  have  stated,  the  first 
visit  made  to  them  was  by  Edmundson,  who  came  over  from  Eng- 
land with  George  Fox,  and  the  earliest  record  we  have  of  them  is 
in  Fox's  Journal.  In  1672,  these  men  arrived  in  Maryland  from 
Jamaica,  when  Fox  immediately  dispatched  his  companion  to 
Virginia  and  Carolina,  while  he  made  his  way  northward.  Ed- 
mundson went  as  far  as  the  settlements  on  Roanoke  River,  and 
then  rejoined  Fox  at  the  North.  In  September,  1672,  both  went 
together  into  Carolina,^  where  they  remained  eighteen  days.  On 
the  Roanoke  (which  they  descended)  and  its  tributaries,  he  found 
no  members  of  his  society :  "  there  were  no  Friends  in  that  part  of 
the  coimtry,"  is  his  statement.  The  largest  portion  of  them  were 
situated  more  to  the  eastward,  in  what  is  now  Perquimons  and  Pas- 
quotank counties.  Fox  and  Edmundson  held  meetings,  and  these 
were  the  first  public  assemblages  for  religious  worship  ever  seen 
in  the  province.  Curiosity  in  some,  and  a  better  motive,  we  may 
hope,  in  others,  brought  the  people  together,  and  among  the  hear- 
ers were  the  governor  and  his  secretary,  the  last-named  of  whom 
was  professedly  a  Quaker.  To  a  great  many,  the  scene  was  per- 
fectly novel ;  and  as  they  sat  in  the  midst  of  the  silent  assembly, 
some  of  the  men,  with  no  irreverent  feeling,  however,  quietly 
lighted  their  pipes  and  smoked  from  beginning  to  end  of  the 
meeting.  In  the  absence  of  all  regular  ministrations  of  the  Gos- 
pel (for  there  was  no  minister  in  the  whole  country),  the  better 
disposed  were  glad  to  see  an  approximation  to  Uie  recognition  of 
God  in  public  worship,  even  though  it  were  in  a  mode  unfamiliar 
to  them,  and  possibly  not  as  agreeable  as  that  to  which  they  had 
been  accustomed  in  old  England.  They  were  not  willing  to  be 
heathens,  and  several  of  them  therefore  joined  the  society.  Fox 
probably  organized  their  system  for  them,  instructed  them  in  the 
principles  and  practices  of  the  sect,  and  established  meetings 
among  them.  At  any  rate,  certain  it  is  that  from  this  period  on- 
ward we  catch  occasional  glimpses  of  them  as  an  organized  body, 
and  find  -them,  some  years  later,  fully  established,  and  exercising 
no  small  influence  in  provincial  affairs.    Fox,  after  sharing  in  the 

>  Fox*s  Journal,  voL  ii.  p.  171 :  Leeds  ed.  of  1886. 
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boundless  hospitality  for  which  the  country  was  and  still  is  pro- 
verbial, departed ;  and  the  first  distinct  view  we  obtain,  after  his 
visit,  is  in  1695,  when  John  Archdale  came  over  as  governor. 
He  was  one  of  the  proprietors,  and  belonged  to  the  society  of 
"Friends;"  it  was  not,  therefore,  surprising  that  his  presence 
added  to  the  strength  and  influence  of  the  Quakers.  Many  of 
them  were  for  the  first  time  put  into  offices,  and  many,  finding 
that  the  road  to  preferment  was  through  membership  in  the  soci- 
ety, renounced  their  adherence  to  the  Church  of  England  and 
enrolled  themselves  as  "  Friends."  The  council,  the  courts,  and 
the  Assembly  soon  showed  the  preponderance  of  Quaker  influ- 
ence ;  and  it  was  not  without  great  exertions,  and  after  some  time, 
that  the  Churchmen  at  last  succeeded  in  getting  the  "  Vestry  act^" 
as  it  was  called,  through  the  legislature,  and  thus  succeeded,  in 
part  at  least,  in  regaining  the  ground  they  had  lost.  The  Quakers, 
though  numerically  the  minority,  possessed  advantages  in  their 
spirit  of  perfect  union,  and  of  perseverance  and  industry  in  their 
opposition  to  the  Church.  They  watched  every  movement  with 
sleepless  vigilance :  their  organization  into  monthly  meetings  af- 
forded ample  opportunity  of  periodical  interchange  of  opinion  and 
adoption  of  plans ;  and  once  adopted,  noiselessly  but  most  effect- 
ively they  worked  in  their  execution.  They  were  far  wiser  in 
their  generation  than  those  whom  they  opposed  ;  and,  as  we  shall 
see  hereafter,  succeeded  for  a  time  in  completely  prostrating  all 
civil  power  but  their  own.^ 

They  are  next  brought  to  our  notice  in  the  narrative  by  Thomas 
Story,  an  English  Quaker,  of  a  visit  he  made  to  them  in  1698. 
On  the  11th  of  December,  in  that  year,  he  entered  the  Chesapeake, 
and  landing  in  Virginia,  soon  crossed  the  bordei's,  and  began  his 
work  in  Carolina  with  a  zeal  and  earnestness  somewhat  increased 
by  having  seen  in  Virginia  some  of  the  victims  of  New  England 
bigotry,  who,  with  earless  heads  and  lacerated  backs,  told  him 
the  story  of  the  humane  efforts  that  had  been  made  for  their  con- 
version on  the  pillories  of  the  orthodox  and  at  the  cart-tails  of  tlie 
Puritans  in  Massachusetts.^ 

The  first  place  at  which  Story  held  a  meeting  was  on  Perqui- 

»  MS  letter  of  Mr.  Gordon  to  the  society,  ante,  p.  802. 

»  Life  of  Story,  156.    Bishop's  New  England  Judged,  pt.  2,  p.  41.  Case  of  John  Copeland, 
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mons  River,  at  the  house  of  one  of  his  society  named  Francis 
Tomes,  a  member  of  the  provincial  council :  this  was  attended 
by  a  large  number  of  persons,  including  several  of  note,  both 
male  and  female ;  though  "  the  noises  and  elevations  of  some  pro- 
fessing truth  occasioned  their  admiration,  and  was  liurtful  to 
them."  ^  This  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  meetings  of  the 
"Friends"  are  apt  to  be  characterized  by  silence  and  stillness 
more  than  by  "  noises  and  elevations."  The  scene  was  probably 
new  to  many  of  those  present,  who  came  anticipating  the  quiet- 
ness and  gravity  which  they  had  heard  attended  the  devotions  of 
these  new  religionists.  From  this  meeting  Tomes  conducted  Story 
to  the  lieutenant-governor,  Harvey,  by  whom,  on  the  presentation 
of  his  introductory  letter  from  England,  he  was  kindly  received 
and  hospitably  treated.  On  the  9th  of  January,  169J,  he  held 
another  meeting  at  the  house  of  Henry  White,  on  Little  River. 
This,  he  says,  "  was  small,  but  well  and  tender."^  He  remained  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  holding  meetings  "where  many  were 
tendered,"  imtil  the  evening  of  the  13th,  when  he  crossed  the 
Sound,  and  "  went  to  a  meeting  at  the  widow  Anne  Wilson's." 
This  "  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  Friends,  and  was  a  very 
tender  and  open  meeting."  The  next  day  he  returned  to  Virginia. 
As  Story  confined  his  visitation  and  preaching  exercises  mostly  to 
Perquimons,  it  confirms  what  we  gather  from  other  sources,  that 
the  most  nimierous  body  of  Quakere  in  the  province  lived  at  that 
day  in  that  precinct.  It  will  be  remembered  that  when  Mr.  Adams 
and  Mr.  Gordon  came  afterward,  in  1708,  they  found  most  of  the 
society  dwelling  in  Perquimons  and  Pasquotank. 

We  would  remark  in  passing,  tliat  the  picture  which  Story  pre- 
sents of  the  border  settlers  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  boundary, 
is  not  such  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  they  were  blessed  with  more 
piety  than  their  despised  neighbors  of  Albemarle ;  though  a  great 
deal  more  has  been  sometimes  claimed  for  them.  He  remarks, 
"There  is  no  meeting  of  Friends  in  that  place,  nor  any  [i.e. 
Friends]  dwelling  there,  but  a  very  rude,  senseless  people,  devoid 
of  all  relish  of  truth,  and  of  the  fear  of  God  in  general :  yet  to  the 
meeting  many  of  them  came ;  some  were  civil,  others  tender ;  but 

>  Life  of  Stoiy,  p.  167.  •  Ibid. 
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the  bnlk  of  them,  airy,  wanton,  and  scoffers ;  sometimes  rushing 
into  the  meeting  and  leering  under  their  hats,  and  then  again  run- 
ning out  of  the  house,  mocking  at  what  they  had  heard,  both  to 
the  great  disturbance  of  the  few  who  were  sober,  and  us  who  went 
to  visit  them  in  the  goodness  of  God."  * 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1705,  seven  years  after  his  first  visit,  we 
again  find  Story  in  North  Carolina,  and  on  this  occasion  he  went 
to  Pasquotank  as  well  as  Perquimons.  On  the  3d  of  April  he  at- 
tended a  large  meeting  in  the  last-named  precinct,  and  again 
shared  the  hospitality  of  his  old  friend  Tomes,  whom  he  found  yet 
living  and  an  influential  Quaker.  On  the  5th  he  held  a  meeting 
at  Yaopim,  and  on  the  7th  was  in  Pasquotank,  in  attendance  on  a 
monthly  meeting  at  Caleb  Bundie's,  on  Ifeuhhegim  Cheeky  "  where" 
(he  says)  "  the  Lord  gave  us  a  very  comfortable  and  open  time  in 
his  presence."  On  the  8th  he  had  another  meeting,  "likewise 
comfortable."  The  next  day  he  went  to  the  house  of  John  Arch- 
dale's  son-in-law,  Emanuel  Low ;  and  after  a  short  excursion,  made 
the  next  day,  to  assist  at  a  conference  as  to  the  site  of  an  intended 
meeting-house,  he  returned  to  Low's,  and  had  a  long  conference 
with  Thomas  Carey,  then  deputy-governor  of  North  Carolina. 
He  discussed  with  him  "  matters  of  government,"  impressed  upon 
him  reasons  why  he  should  favor  the  Quakers  "  against  the  se- 
verity of  some  laws,"  and  adds  that  he  "  found  him  very  inclina- 
ble to  favor"  the  Friends  as  far  as  he  could.  Carey  was  an  artful 
demagogue,  who  was  even  then  cajoling  them  into  partisanship, 
which  was  afterward  fully  developed  in  his  rebellion.  Story  re- 
mained in  the  country,  holding  meetings  in  divers  places  until  the 
13th,  when  he  returned  to  Virginia.  The  last  meeting  was  at 
Upper  Perquimons,  which,  he  says,  was  "  the  best  and  most  pow- 
erful meeting  he  had  in  the  country."* 

The  only  other  record  of  the  Friends  with  which  our  researches 
into  the  doings  of  the  proprietary  times  have  been  rewarded,  is 
the  very  authentic  one  of  their  own  minutes,  from  which  we  have 
furnished  extracts  among  the  preliminary  documents  of  this  chap- 
ter. These  begin  in  1702,  and  though  marked  by  the  simplicity 
and  peculiarity  of  phraseology  which  characterize  the  sect,  have 

>  Life  of  story,  p.  169.  « Ibid.,  p.  877. 
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been  studied  with  great  pleasure  and  interest,  not  only  as  valuable 
material  for  history,  but  as  convincing  proof  of  the  existence  in 
the  province  of  a  great  deal  of  sterling  worth  and  sincere  piety 
among  the  members  of  this  ordinarily  peace-loving  denomination. 
"We  may,  indeed,  sometimes  smile  at  quaintness  of  expression  (and 
many  a  Quaker  of  this  day  would  probably  smile  with  us),  but  we 
have  no  inclination  to  smile  as  we  read  on,  and  find  in  the  records 
of  the  meetings  a  watchful  regai*d  to  the  preservation  of  moral 
discipline,  a  tender  pity  for  the  erring,  a  Christian  effort  by  frater- 
nal persuasion  to  bring  them  back  to  the  right  path,  a  considerate 
regard  of  the  penniless  orphan,  a  reconciliation  of  quarrels,  a  sup- 
pression of  slanders,  and  numerous  other  particulai*s,  all  of  which 
show  us,  that  in  the  \mavoidably  rude  state  of  an  early  settlement 
in  the  wilderness,  when  human  law  was  sometimes  powerless  and 
sometimes  capricious,  it  was  no  disadvantage  to  have  in  exercise 
the  advisory  and  disciplinary  control  of  a  religious  body,  ordinarily 
most  peaceful  and  industrious,  to  come  in  aid  of  the  weakness  of 
the  municipal  authority,  and,  in  some  degree,  supply  its  deficien- 
cies. These  are  benefits  so  important,  that  we  lose  sight  of  the 
harmless  peculiarities  of  speech  or  costume  or  conduct  which  may 
belong  to  those  who  render  them.  Carolina  was  certainly,  in  the 
beginning,  better  with  the  Quakers  than  it  would  have  been  with- 
out them. 

There  were,  indeed,  among  them  turbulent  and  factious  men, 
who  engaged  in  the  political  strifes  of  the  province,  and  led  some 
of  their  own  sect  with  them.  We  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  of 
such,  and  we  shall  not  be  their  apologists  where  we  think  they  did 
wrong :  but  despite  all  this,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  much  that 
was  good,  and  especially  to  the  disciplinary  action  that  was  always 
exerted  on  the  side  of  good  morals  and  Christian  deportment  As 
to  their  religious  views,  in  some  particulars  they  differ  from  our 
own ;  that,  however,  only  furnishes  an  additional  incentive  to 
watchfulness  over  ourselves,  lest  the  infirmity  of  human  nature 
should  tempt  us,  unconsciously,  to  stray  from  the  path  of  truth 
and  candor. 

The  first  record  we  find  of  the  erection  of  a  meeting-house  is  in 
the  minutes  of  March  1st,  1703.  An  order  was  then  made  that 
one  should  be  built  in  Pasquotank  with  as  little  delay  as  possible ; 
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but  we  gather  no  information  bb  to  the  time  of  its  erection  or  the 
Bite  on  which  it  was  placed. 

The  next,  was  that  which  has  already  been  mentioned  in  the 
narrative  of  Story's  second  visit,  in  April,  1705.  His  journal  in- 
forms us,  that  when  he  left  Emanuel  Low's  to  confer  with  his 
brethren  on  the  subject  of  a  meeting-house,  he  went  to  the  resi- 
dence of  Joseph  Jordan;  and  the  minutes  of  1705  present  the 
record  of  a  determination  by  the  meeting  that  a  house  should  be 
built  upon  the  plantation  of  Joseph  Jordan,  at  the  expense  of  the 
"  Friends"  in  Pasquotank. 

In  1706,  Caleb  Bundy  appears  from  the  minutes  to  have  asked 
And  obtained  the  approbation  of  the  meeting  to  the  erection  of  a 
house  for  worship  somewhere  near  his  own  residence.  We  have 
no  means  of  fixing  accurately  its  locality.^  On  Price's  map,  two 
Quaker  meeting-houses  are  marked  in  Pasquotank.  The  one,  on 
or  near  New-begun  Creek,  about  midway  between  the  eastern  and 
western  boundaries  of  the  county;  the  other,  a  short  distance 
southeast  of  Nixonton.  We  cannot  say  how  long  these  localities 
have  been  thus  occupied. 

As  to  the  peculiarities  either  of  discipline  or  doctrine  which 
characterize  the  society  of  "  Friends,"  they  are  so  well  known  that 
there  is  little  need  of  our  entering  into  details  on  the  subject.  The 
extracts  we  have  already  given  from  the  minutes  of  the  meetings 
in  Albemarle,  will  probably  afford  to  the  reader  information  as 
satisfactory  as  any  we  can  furnish  from  other  sources ;  with  the 
additional  advantage  of  deriving  it  from  the  language  of  the 
"  Friends"  themselves,  thus  affording  security  against  the  risk  of 
misapprehension  or  undesigned  misrepresentation  on  our  part.  If 
the  picture  tliere  presented  shows  the  prejudices  of  the  society 
against  Churchmen,  it  also  exhibits  the  pious  pains-taking  to  guard 
its  own  members  against  what  were  deemed  errors  both  of  life  and 
doctrine;  and  Quakerism,  like  all  other  human  organizations, 
shows,  running  through  its  web,  the  mingled  threads  of  evil  and 
of  good.  Those  whom  age  and  experience  have  made  tolerant  of 
human  infirmity,  and  unbelievers  in  human  infallibility,  will  look 
with  patience  on  the  evil,  and  heartily  thank  God  for  the  good. 

>  Vide  Quftker  Minntes,  ante,  p.  881. 
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It  is  more  pertinent  to  our  present  purpose  to  say,  that  during 
the  proprietary  government,  the  Quakers,  probably,  did  not  at  any 
time  amount  in  number  to  two  thousand;  and,  indeed,  some 
writers  have  said  that  they  never  constituted  more  than  one  tenth 
of  the  population.  This  estimate,  however,  we  believe  to  be  too 
small.  Certain  it  is,  that  they  always  were  in  the  minority.  They 
came  almost  entirely  from  Virginia  and  New  England;  or  it 
would  perhaps  be  more  correct  to  say,  they  were  all  primarily 
from  New  England:  some,  however,  among  the  earliest  comers 
taiTying  by  the  way  in  Virginia,  until  persecution  frightened  them 
into  Albemarle.  It  is  hard  to  say  who  were  most  distinguished 
among,  them,^  though  the  names  of  Akehurst  and  Tomes  (both 
members  of  the  council).  Low  (Archdale's  son-in-law),  Simons, 
Jordan,  and  Bundy  are  conspicuous  on  the  records.  Leaving  now 
the  "  Friends,"  it  only  remains  to  conclude  this  department  of  our 
work  by  a  brief  notice  of  the  very  limited  means  of  education  in 
the  province. 

Learning. 

From  what  we  have  already  stated,  tlie  reader  will  have  per- 
ceived that  there  is  but  little  to  be  said  connected  with  the  subject 
of  letters.  While  among  the  higher  classes  there  were  those  who 
had  been  educated  in  England,  there  was  a  large  number  in  hum- 
ble station  who  could  neither  read  nor  write.  The  governors, 
judges,  councillors,  lawyers,  and  clergy  furnish  evidence  enough 
from  their  several  letters  and  other  documents  in  our  possession, 
that  among  them  there  was  no  deficiency  of  education.  The 
library  at  Bath  furnished  by  Dr.  Bray,  as  well  as  that  purchased 
for  Edenton  by  Mr.  Moseley,  contained  many  valuable  books,  of 
a  character  indicating  that  those  in  the  province  who  would  find 
interest  in  their  perusal  must  possess  cultivated  minds ;  and  it  is 
fair  to  presume  that  adaptation  to  the  taste  and  capacity  of  the 
probable  readei's  was  not  overlooked  in  the  selection  of  the  vol- 
umes. Gale,  Little,  Moseley,  and  Swan  were  all  men  who  would 
have  been  deemed  fit  associates  for  the  most  intelligent  men  to  be 
found  in  any  of  the  English  colonies  of  their  day.  Moseley  proved 
himself  to  be  a  better  mathematician  than  the  Virginia  commis- 
sioners in  determining  by  observation  the  question  of  latitude,  on 

Vol.  IL— 24 
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the  first  attempt  to  settle  the  boundary  ;  and  on  the  second  the 
representatives  of  Virginia  were  obliged  to  admit  his  superior 
accuracy.  On  this  latter  occasion,  too,  Swan  proved  himself  to  be 
quite  the  equal  of  the  mathematical  professor  from  William  and 
Mary  College.  Tlie  only  dweller  in  North  Carolina,  during  pro- 
prietary times,  who  appeared  before  the  world  as  an  author  (at 
least,  as  far  as  we  have  discovered),  was  Lawson,  who  commenced 
his  career  as  the  deputy  of  Moseley,  who  was  then  surveyor-gen- 
eral, and  who  afterward  held  that  office  himself.  He  wrote  a 
"  History  of  Carolina,"  which  was  published  in  1714,  after  Law- 
son's  death ;  it  then  appeared  in  a  collection  of  voyages  by  Ste- 
vens, and  is,  we  think,  authentic  and  valuable,  particularly  for  its 
natural  history.  We  have  been  indebted  to  it  for  many  facts  no- 
where else  recorded. 

As  to  schools  for  the  children  of  the  common  people,  there 
were  but  few.  The  reader  will  not  have  forgotten  one  in  Pasquo- 
tank, under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Griffin,  to  which  Quakers  and 
Churchmen  alike  resorted  for  the  instruction  of  their  children. 
Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Adams  have  both  borne  witness  to  its  excel- 
lence, and  we  are  disposed  to  think  that  it  was  superior  to  any 
other  school  that  existed  in  the  province  during  the  rule  of  the 
proprietors.  Mr.  Qf)rdon,  however,  saw  fit  to  remove  the  teaclier 
to  Chowan,  where  he  had  not  equal  success,  and  ultimately  fell 
into  habits  and  practices  which  destroyed  his  usefulness  entirely. 

From  one  of  the  lettei*8  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rainsford  we  learn, 
that  just  on  the  bordei-s  of  Virginia  a  school  was  kept  by  Mr. 
Mashbum,  adjacent  to  two  Indian  towns,  some  of  the  children  of 
which  were  among  his  pupils.  He  had  been  successful  in  his 
efforts,  having  taught  all  the  children  under  his  care  to  read  and 
write,  and  grounded  them  well  also  in  the  great  truths  of  the 
Christian  religion.  This  was  in  1712.  How  long  his  labors  con- 
tinued we  have  not  the  means  of  knowing;*  and  these  are  all  the 
schools  of  which  we  have  found  any  record  during  the  propriotaiy 
government. 

»  Mr.  Rainsford'd  letter  to  the  society,  July  25th,  1712. 
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No.  I. 

Instructions  from  thb  Lords  Proprietors  to  Thomas   Eastchurch, 
APPOINTED  Governor  of  Albemarle  in  November,  1676. 

[fhm  Chalmsrs'  MSS.  in  Mr.  Bancroft's  coUeetion.] 

Cultivate  friendship  with  the  Indians. — See  that  justice  be  duly  adminis- 
tered.— None  to  be  tried  but  by  a  juiT  of  twelve  freeholders. — Propose  to 
the  Assembly  such  laws  as  may  best  secure  the  ancient  rights  of  English- 
men.— You  are  to  do  all  that  in  you  lies  to  divert  the  trade  of  the  people 
under  you  from  those  of  New  England,  and  to  bring  them  to  a  more  imme- 
diate trade  with  England;  it  being  a  certain  beggary  to  your  people  of 
Albemarle,  if  they  shall  buy  goods  at  second  hand,  and  far  much  dearer 
than  they  may  be  supplied  from  England ;  and  withal,  sell  their  tobacco 
and  other  commodities  at  a  lower  rate  than  they  could  do  in  England.  Be- 
side, the  people  of  New  England  cannot  be  friends  to  your  prosperity  and 
the  interest  of  our  planters,  which  will  certainly  in  time  render  them  incon- 
siderable. 

Encourage  a  trade  with  England  and  other  parts. — Send  the  exact  depth 
of  water  of  the  several  inlets  where  a  ship  may  ride  best  to  unlade ;  for  this 
has  been  so  concealed  and  uncertainly  reported,  as  if  some  persons  among 
you  had  joined  with  some  of  New  England  to  engross  that  poor  trade  you 
have,  and  keep  you  still  under  tlie  hatches. 


No.  11. 

Extracts  from  a  Letter  op  the  Lords  Proprietors  to  the  Governor, 
Council,  and  Assembly  of  Albemarle. 

[From  Chalmirs'  MSS.  in  Mr.  Bahobojt' BoolUction.] 

December  16,  1676. 
We  have  received  your  letters,  and  do  assure  you  that  we  neither  have, 
nor  will  part  with  the  county  of  Albemarle  to  any  person,  but  will  always 
maintain  the  province  of  Carolina  entire,  for  two  reasons :  First,  that  we 
may  preserve  you  in  your  English  rights.  Second,  its  situation,  being  con- 
tiguous to  Virginia,  is  of  importance  in  planting  the  rest  of  the  province ; 
which  wc  expected  would  have  had  better  progress,  and  that  the  rivers 
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Pamlico  and  Neuse  would  have  been  planted,  and  a  way  opened  to  the 
other  plantations  on  Ashley  River. 

We  are  well  satisfied  with  your  proceedings  in  general;  but  we  must 
blame  you  and  disallow  of  your  sending  Thomas  Miller  or  any  other  person 
to  be  tried  in  Virginia,  which  is  of  prejudice  to  our  authority.  And  we  ut- 
terly condemn  your  trying  any  person  without  a  jury ;  and  [enjoin]  that  no 
evidence,  clandestinely  taken,  be  allowed. 

We  have  earnestly  pressed  the  settlement  of  the  south  side  of  Albemarle 
River,  and  as  much  as  may  be,  in  towns ;  that  being  a  frontier  settlement. 
For  otherwise  you  will  not  continue  long  civilized. 


No.  III. 


Remonstrance  of  the  iNHABrrANTS  of  Pasquetanks,  to  all  the  rest 

OF   THE   COUNTT    OF   AlBEMARLB. 
[Reprinted from  Chalxbbs'  AnndU.'] 

First,  the  occasion  of  their  seizing  the  records  and  imprisoning  the  pres- 
ident is,  that  thereby  the  country  may  have  a  free  parliament,  and  that  from 
them  their  grievances  may  be  sent  home  to  the  lords;  which  are  briefly 
these :  In  the  first  place  (omitting  many  heinous  mattere),  he  denied  a  free 
election  of  an  Assembly,  and  hath  positively  cheated  the  country  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  which  hath  raised  the  levy 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  tobacco  a  head  more  than  otherwise 
it  would  have  been ;  beside,  near  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  charge 
he  hath  brought  upon  us  by  his  piping-guard.  And  now  Captain  Gillam  is 
come  among  us  with  three  times  the  goods  he  brought  last  year,  but  had 
not  been  two  hours  ashore,  but,  for  the  slip  of  a  word,  was  arrested  for  one 
thousand  pounds  sterling ;  and  many  aff*ronts  and  indignities  put  upon  him 
by  the  president  himself;  insomuch  that,  had  he  not  been  earnestly  per- 
suaded by  some,  he  had  gone  directly  out  of  the  country.  And  the  same 
night,  about  midnight,  he  went  on  board  with  a  brace  of  pistols,  and,  pre- 
senting one  of  them  cocked,  to  Mr.  George  Durant's  breast,  and  with  his 
other,  arrested  him  as  a  traitor.  And  many  other  injuries,  mischiefs,  and 
grievances  he  hath  brought  upon  us,  that  thereby  an  inevitable  ruin  is  com- 
ing (unless  prevented),  which  we  are  now  about  to  do,  and  hope  and  expect 
that  you  will  join  with  us  therein.  And  subscribed  this  the  3d  December, 
1677. 

(Signed  by  thirty-four  persons.) 
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Extract  of  the  Case  of  the  Commotions  of  Albemarl^  presented  by 
THE  Proprietaries  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Plantations. 

Mr.  Cartwright,  the  governor/  returning  to  England,  left  the  govern- 
ment in  ill  order  and  worse  hands ;  the  proprietaries  resolved  to  send  another 
governor,  and  such  a  one  as  would  put  in  execution  their  instructions,  orders, 
and  designs :  the  former  governors  having  very  much  failed  them,  especially 
in  two  points.  The  first  was,  the  encouraging  the  New  England  trade  there ; 
the  second,  the  discouraging  the  planting  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Al- 
bemarle. The  latter  was  extremely  the  interest  of  the  proprietaries ;  but 
crossed  always  by  the  governors  and  some  of  the  chief  of  the  country,  who 
had  engrossed  the  Indian  trade,  and  feared  that  it  would  be  intercepted  by 
those  that  should  plant  further  amongst  them. 

The  illness  of  the  harbor  was  the  cause  that  this  northern  part  of  Caro- 
lina had  no  other  vent  for  their  commodities,  but  either  by  Virginia,  where 
they  paid  a  duty  to  the  governor,  or  to  New  England,  who  were  the  only 
immediate  traders,  and  ventured  in  small  vessels,  and  had  so  managed  their 
affairs  that  they  bought  their  goods  at  very  low  rates,  eat  out  and  ruined  the 
place,  defrauded  the  king  of  his  customs,  and  yet  governed  the  people  against 
their  own  interests.  To  cure  these  evils,  the  proprietaries  made  choice  of 
one  Mr.  Eastchorch  to  be  their  governor,  whom  we  dispatched  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1677,  together  with  Mr.  Miller,  who  was  the  king's  oflScer,  and  made 
by  us  one  of  our  deputies.  They  took  their  passage  to  Mevis,  where  Mr. 
Eastchurch,  meeting  with  a  woman  of  a  considerable  fortune,  married  her, 
and  sent  away  Mr.  Miller  to  Carolina,  to  settle  affairs  against  his  coming, 
who  carried  with  him  a  commission,  as  president  of  the  council,  till  his 
arrival,  with  very  full  powers.  He  was  quietly  received  and  submitted  to 
as  governor  and  collector.  In  discharge  of  the  last  he  made  considerable 
progress ;  but,  as  governor,  he  did  many  very  extravagant  things,  whereby 
he  lost  the  affections  of  the  people.  In  the  mean  time  there  arrive  Captain 
Gillam,  in  a  small  armed  vessel,  with  Durant ; .  and  about  the  same  time, 
Culpepcr,  who,  finding  that  Miller  had  lost  his  interest,  stirred  up  a  commo- 
tion, seized  him  and  all  the  writings  belonging  to  the  proprietaries,  and  the 
tobacco  belonging  to  the  king's  customs,  which  they  employed  in  supporting 
their  imlawful  actions.     Culpeper  was  a  very  ill  man,  having  some  time  be- 

»  This  name  is  erroneously  written  by  most  of  onr  predecessors.  From  the  sipiature 
of  the  governor  him»felf,  on  some  of  our  early  records,  it  appears  to  have  been  CarUret, 
Gov.  Swain  examined  the  subject  carefully,  and  both  he  and  the  author  were  satisfied  tliat 
the  true  name  of  the  governor  was  Peter  Carteret,  who  is  described,  in  one  document,  as 
being  *^  of  the  ihland  of  Jarsey,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  Ksq.^' 
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fore  fled  from  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  in  danger  of  hanging,  for  en- 
deavoring to  set  the  poor  people  to  plunder  the  rich.  Gillam,  he,  Crawford, 
and  some  other  New  England  men  had  a  design  (as  we  conceive)  to  get  the 
trade  of  this  part  of  the  country  into  their  own  hands  for  some  years  at  least, 
and  not  only  defraud  the  king  of  all  his  customs,  but  buy  goods  of  the  in- 
habitants at  their  own  rates.  When  these  men  had  formed  themselves  into 
what  Culpeper  called  the  government  of  the  country,  Mr.  Eastchurch  ar- 
rives in  Virginia,  whose  .commission  and  authority  they  had  not  the  least 
reason  to  dispute ;  yet  they  kept  him  out  by  force  of  arms,  so  that  he  was 
constrained  to  apply  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  for  assistance  to  reduce 
them,  which  had  been  done,  but  he  unfortunately  died.  Presently  after,  the 
insurgents  sent  two  commissioners  to  promise  all  obedience  to  the  proprie- 
taries, but  insisting  very  highly  for  right  against  Miller. 


Extract  of  a  Representation,  presented  to  the  Proprietaries. 

The  rebellion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Albemarle  was  not  accidental,  or 
arose  from  any  sudden  provocation ;  but  rather  was  the  effect  of  a  deliberate 
contrivance,  which  appears  from  these  particulars,  that  can  be  proved  by 
undoubted  witnesses.  The  heads  of  the  rebellion  at  several  times  disturbing 
the  courts  of  justice,  subverting  the  government,  dissolving  parliaments ; 
their  industrious  labor  to  be  popular  by  continually  making  factions  and 
parties;  their  poisoning  the  people's  ears  and  disquieting  their  minds,  by 
diffusing  abroad  dangerous  and  false  reports — viz.,  that  the  proprietaries  in- 
tended to  raise  the  quit-rents  to  twopence,  and  from  that  to  sixpence  an 
acre ;  their  general  arming  upon  the  first  appearance  of  Gillam's  ship  in 
Pasquetanke  River,  and  imprisoning  the  proprietaries'  deputies,  and  putting 
the  president  in  irons ;  their  arrogating  to  themselves  the  supreme  power, 
by  first  dissolving,  then  erecting,  courts  of  justice,  by  convening  parliaments 
without  writs,  and  appointing  all  ofiicers. 


Report  op  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  op  Plantations. 
Mat  it  pleask  tour  Majestt: — 

In  obedience  to  your  majesty's  order  of  council,  of  the  4th  instant,  we 
have  heard  the  complaint  of  the  commissioners  of  the  customs  against  John 
Culpeper ;  and,  being  attended  by  the  lords  proprietaries  of  Carolina,  we  are 
fully  satisfied  that  the  said  John  Culpeper  hath,  by  divers  seditious  prac- 
tices, abetted  and  encouraged  a  rebellion  in  that  province,  whereby  seven  of 
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the  lawful  magistrates,  deputies  to  the  lords  proprietaries,  were  all  impris- 
oned (the  eighth  6f  them  only  being  drawn  into  that  confederacy) ;  and  that 
the  said  John  Culpeper,  by  color  and  force  of  that  rebellious  authority,  im- 
prisoned the  collector  of  your  majesty's  customs ;  and,  having  seized  into  his 
own  hands  the  customs  belonging  to  your  majesty,  did,  by  a  proclamation 
in  his  own  name,  declare  himself  the  lawful  collector,  endamaging  your 
majesty's  custom  to  a  considerable  value.  All  which  being  proved  by  oath 
before  us,  the  said  Culpeper  acknowledged  the  facts;  and  lays  himself  at 
your  majesty's  feet  for  your  gracious  pardon.  And,  in  case  your  majesty 
shall  not  think  fit  to  extend  your  mercy  toward  him,  he  desires  he  may  be 
tried  in  Carolina,  where  the  feet  was  committed.  But,  withal,  the  commis- 
sioners of  your  majesty's  customs  humbly  beseech  your  majesty,  that  no 
fevor  may  be  shewed  him,  unless  he  make  or  procure  satisfaction  for  the 
customs  seized  and  embezzled  by  him,  which  we  are  informed  do  amount  to 
three  thousand  pounds  sterling.     All  which,  Ac. 

Anglesey,  L.  Htde, 

Bridge  WATER,  Lauderdale, 

Worcester,  H.  Coventry. 


No.  IV. 

Memorandum   of  Instructions  given  by  the  Lords  Proprietors  to 
John  Harvey,  temporary  President  of  Albemarle. 

[From  Chalmcbs'  MSS.  in  Mr.  Bancboft*s  coUedion.] 

February,  167}. 
L  Send  him  a  model  of  government  2.  To  issue  writs  to  the  four  dis- 
tricts to  choose  each  five  delegates,  who,  with  the  five  appointed  by  us,  are 
to  represent  the  nobility.  The  delegates  to  choose  five,  who,  being  joined 
by  the  others,  are  to  be  the  council,  which  is  at  present  to  answer  the  use 
of  the  Grand  Council.  3.  All  to  swear  allegiance.  4.  With  consent  of  the 
council,  to  establish  courts.  5.  To  make  laws.  6,  7.  Grants  of  lands :  Sir 
W.  Berkeley  granted  lands  at  one  quarter  per  acre,  Assembly  at  one  half, 
and  now  one  penny  per  acre.  Shall  command  the  forces ;  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  council,  adjourn  the  Assembly.  Send,  at  the  same  time,  the 
temporary  laws,  Ac,  to  be  rule  of  government,  until  Sothell  shall  arrive. 
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NcV. 

Extract  of  a  Lsttbr  from  the  Lords  Proprietors  to  the  Governor 
AND  Council  of  Albemarle:  dated  February  5,  16f  J. 

[Ihm  Chalmers'  MSS.  in  Mb.  Bakcroit's  colUcUon.] 

We  have  sent  yon  our  instructions  or  temporary  laws,  and  fundamental 
constitutions  which  are  to  be  yonr  guide  in  the  government  of  the  said 
county ;  and  we  hope  that  your  own  interest,  as  well  as  our  injunctions,  will 
induce  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavor  to  settle  order  and  quiet  amongst 
you,  without  which  you  can  never  expect  an  increase  of  strength  or  trade ; 
which  consideration  we  hope  will  so  far  prevail,  that  we  shall  not  be  con- 
strained to  use  force  to  reduce  the  seditious  to  reason.  The  good  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  our  province  we  most  de^re,  and  not  taking  away  any  man^s 
life  or  estate. 


No.  VL 

John  Archdale  to  George  Fox. 

[Rqfrinted  fnm  Bowden's  Butory  qf  the  Society  qf  FriendB  in  America,] 

North  Carolina,  25th  qf  Fird  Month, : 
Dear  and  Highly-esteemed  Friend  : — 

I  have  written  unto  thee  formerly,  but  as  yet  have  received  no  answer, 
which  makes  me  doubt  the  miscarriage  of  mine:  and,  indeed,  for  the  pres- 
ent, we  have  not  immediate  opportunities  to  send  to  England,  by  reason 
there  is  no  settled  trade  thither ;  which,  notwithstanding,  may  conveniently 
be  eflfected  in  its  proper  season,  there  being  commodities,  as  tobacco,  oil, 
hides,  and  tallow,  to  transport  thither:  and  Hollands  busses  may  come  in 
safety  of  about  150  tons,  drawing  about  nine  feet  of  water.  The  country 
produces  plentifully  all  things  necessary  for  the  life  of  man,  with  as  little 
labor  as  any  I  have  known ;  it  wants  only  industrious  people,  fearing  God. 
We  at  present  have  peace  with  all  the  nations  of  the  Indians,  and  the  great 
fat  king  of  the  Tuscaroras  was  not  long  since  with  me,  having  had  an  In- 
dian slain  in  these  parts.  He  was  infoimed  it  was  by  the  English ;  but  upon 
inquiry  I  found  out  the  murderer,  who  was  a  Chowan  Indian,  one  of  their 
great  men's  sons,  whom  I  immediately  ordered  to  be  apprehended ;  but  the 
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Chowan  Indians  bought  his  life  of  the  Tuscarora  king  for  a  great  quantity 
of  wampum  and  bage.  This  Tuscarora  king  was  very  desirous  to  cut  oflf  a 
nation  of  Indians  called  the  Match epungoes;  which  I  have  at  present  pre- 
vented, and  hope  I  shall  have  the  country  at  peace  with  all  the  Indians  and 
one  with  another.  The  people  are  very  fearful  of  falling  into  some  troubles 
again  if  I  should  leave  them  before  my  brother  Sothell  returns,  which 
makes  my  stay  the  longer.  This  Tuscarora  king  seems  to  be  a  very  wise 
man  as  to  natural  parts.  Some  of  the  Indians  near  me  are  so  civilized  as  to 
come  into  English  habits,  and  have  cattle  of  their  own ;  and  I  look  upon 
their  outward  civilizing  as  a  good  preparation  for  the  Gospel,  which  God  in 
his  season,  without  doubt,  will  cause  to  dawn  among  them.  I  wish  all  that 
had  it  had  been  faithful ;  then  had  the  day  broken  forth  in  its  splendor  as  it 
began.  I  am  sure  God  forsakes  none  but  the  unfaithful,  who  by  disobedience 
are  cut  off;  whereas  the  obedient  come  to  be  grafted  into  the  true  stock? 
through  the  growth  of  the  holy  seed  in  their  minds  and  hearts.  O  that 
my  spirit  were  thoroughly  purged  and  established  by  that  power  which  is 
the  Rock  of  ages,  the  foundation  of  all  generations !  but  blessed  be  God,  I 
possess  more  than  I  ever  deserved,  and  desire  patiently  to  wait  for  the 
accomplishment  of  his  inward  work  of  regeneration ;  which  is  a  word  easily 
writ  or  expressed,  but  hardly  attained.  What  I  writ  unto  thee  in  my  for- 
mer I  cannot  but  again  repeat ;  which  is  a  desire  to  be  had  in  remembrance 
by  thee,  having  a  faith  in  the  power  that  was  by  thee,  in  this  last  age  of  the 
world,  first  preached,  and  convinced  me  in  the  beginning,  and  separated  me 
from  my  father's  house ;  the  sense  of  which  love  I  desire  may  forever  dwell 
upon  my  spirit,  and  in  the  end  bring  forth  the  true  fruit  of  regeneration. 
I  wish  these  parts  had  been  more  visited  by  Friends,  if  it  had  been  the  will 
of  God :  however,  the  immediate  sense  and  growth  of  the  Divine  seed  is 
encouragement  to  all  that  witness  the  same.  Thus  with  my  true  and  real 
love  to  thee  in  my  measure  of  the  truth,  I  rest  thy  loving  friend. 


^^Jf^/^^ 
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No.  VII. 

Extracts  from  Col.  Pollock's  Lettbr-book. — 1710. 

President  Glover's  writ  for  choosing  Assemblymen  being  read  by  the 
deputy-marshal,  Daniel  Halsey,  and  Colonel  Carey's  writ  likewise  read  by 
one  Robert  Fendall,  whom  Colonel  Carey  had  appointed  for  that  end,  the 
people  went  to  electing ;  and  five  being  chosen,  the  electors  were  polled, 
being  ninety-four,  and  those  against  them  being  likewise  polled  were  only 
sixty-five,  counting  several  that  were  but  boys  and  otherwise  unqualified. 
Notwithstanding  which  fair  election,  Mr.  Mosely,  not  approving  of  the 
choice,  he  with  those  other,  being  in  all  but  sixty-five,  would  needs  name 
other  five  by  themselves ;  and  Mr.  Mosely  and  some  others  of  his  party 
making  quarrels  among  the  people,  which,  if  Colonel  Pollock  (being  on  a 
plantation  of  his  that  joined  on  the  election-field)  had  not  hindered,  and 
persuaded  the  people  to  keep  the  peace,  would  have  ended  in  blows. 

On  the  eleventh  of  October  the  Assemblymen  met  at  Captain  Heckle- 
field's,  nine  coming  from  Chowan  precinct,  five  of  which  were  returned  by 
the  deputy-marshal  as  chosen  by  the  majority,  with  the  electors'  names, 
being  ninety-four :  and  Robert  Fendall,  whom  Colonel  Carey  had  appointed, 
returned  both  the  five  chosen  by  the  majority,  also  the  other  five  chosen  by 
Mr.  Mosely  and  his  party — being  but  sixty-five,  including  boys  and  all.  Four 
of  this  last  five  only  appeared ;  the  other,  thinking  his  election  not  to  be 
legal,  stayed  at  home. 

All  the  nine,  presently  on  their  meeting,  were  commanded  by  the  rest 
out  of  the  house ;  and  then  immediately  the  four  chosen  by  Mr.  Mosely  and 
his  party  called  in  again,  Mr.  Mosely  himself  being  one  of  them ;  and  the 
other  five  who  were  chosen  by  the  majority,  were  forcibly  kept  out,  and 
would  not  so  much  as  hear  what  they  had  to  say ;  and  then  chose  Mr. 
Mosely  speaker,  and  presented  him  to  Colonel  Carey  and  his  pretended 
council. 


But  the  Quakers  would  show  themselves  singular,  coming  to  the  table  in 
the  council  with  their  hats  on,  laid  their  hands  on  the  Book,  and  repeating 
the  words  of  the  oath,  except  the  word  swear^  which  they  would  not  pro- 
nounce, but  the  word  declare  instead  thereof;  and  then,  having  had  their 
explanation  of  the  sense  or  meaning  in  which  they  took  it  entered  under- 
neatl),  they  signed  it,  without  kissing  the  Book,  and  declaring  that  they 
would  allow  that  sense  and  explanation  of  theirs,  and  no  other.  *         * 
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I  had  myself  a8  great  a  kindness  for  Colonel  Carey,  as  yon  can,  as  long  as 
he  went  in  the  right  way.  But  when  drawn  aside  by  Mr.  Porter  and  three 
or  four  more,  joining  with  him  to  pretend  to  be  deputy-governor,  I  could  no 
longer  stand  by  him ;  for  the  overthrowing  of  the  present  lawful  govern- 
ment, and  the  bringing  all  into  confusion,  is  of  such  public  concern  that  it 
must  needs  outvie  any  present  friendship.  For  shall  we  keep  him  in  deputy- 
governor  when  the  proprietors  have  absolutely  laid  him  aside  ?  How  can 
we  answer  it  to  them  ?  Are  we  of  ability  to  keep  him  in,  in  spite  of  the 
lords  proprietors  ?  Shall  we  not  in  doing  of  it  bnng  ruin  upon  ourselves  ? 
Wherefore,  sir,  be  well  advised  what  ye  do.  For  Wm.  Glover,  Esq.,  is  law- 
fiil  president,  being  chosen  by  five  deputies,  and  acknowledged  and  confirmed 
by  the  other  four,  by  sitting,  acting,  and  signing  under  him ;  as  particularly 
at  a  council  held  at  my  house,  where  the  president  and  all  the  council  met, 
viz.,  Colonel  Carey,  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Foster,  and  myself,  being  then  all  that 
were  of  the  council,  who  sat,  acted,  and  signed  with  William  Glover,  Esq.,  as 
president,  not  only  to  several  commissions,  whereof  one  was  to  the  court  of 
Pamplico,  which  I  believe  you  have  seen,  but  also  to  a  proclamation,  com- 
manding the  peoples'  ready  obedience  to  the  then  government;  one  of 
which  was  sent  to  Pamplico,  which  I  believe  you  might  also  see,  being  all 
signed  by  the  Honorable  William  Glover,  Esq.,  as  president,  Colonel  Thomas 
Carey,  Mr.  John  Porter^  Mr.  Francis  Foster,  and  myself. 


A  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Chkvin  and  Mr.  Boyd. 

Gentlemen  : —  Virginia,  Aprti  16,  1710. 

I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  had  the  happiness  of  enjoying  your 
good  company  with  the  president  and  Mr.  Knight's,  and  still  hope  (when 
your  leisure  permits)  you  will  come  and  spend  a  day  or  two  with  us  in  this 
wilderness.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  what  news  I  lately 
had  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Frederick  Jones.  He  writes  to  me  that  Mr.  Law- 
son,  having  being  lately  at  his  house,  informed  him  that  the  lords  propiietors 
are  desirous  of  having  Colonel  Carey  called  to  a  strict  account  for  their  dues ; 
and  that  also  (after  their  ambiguous  manner)  they  have  directed  some  war- 
rants and  precepts  to  the  president  and  council ;  and,  by  what  he  could 
gather  from  Mr.  Lawson,  not  naming  Colonel  Carey,  but  he  seemed  rather 
inclined  to  believe,  if  directed  to  any  person,  they  are  to  President  Glover. 
So  that  Mr.  Jones  thinks  it  would  be  proper  that  some  person  should  dis- 
coui*se  Mr.  Lawson  in  order  to  concert  such  proper  methods  as  may  put  the 
government  again  on  its  proper  foundation ;  to  which  he  seems  to  think 
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Mr.  Lawson  may  be  persuaded  to  incline,  both  on  the  lords  proprietors'  ac- 
count and  also  on  his  own. 

Now  as  I  am  very  much  persuaded  that  the  lords  proprietors  would  not 
direct  any  writings,  precepts,  or  warrants  to  Colonel  Carey  as  president,  nor 
any  wise  acknowledge  the  legality  of  his  pretended  presidentship,  so  Hkewise, 
I  am  apt  to  believe,  they  would  not  direct  them  to  President  Glover.  My 
reason  is,  because  the  lords  proprietors,  knowing  what  confusion  is  in  the 
country,  they  would  not  be  willing,  by  openly  joining  either  party,  to  foment 
the  difference,  until  the  governor  or  deputy-governor  arrive.  But  it  seems 
more  reasonable  to  me  (considering  the  lords  proprietors'  common  way  of 
acting)  to  believe  that  these  writings  are  only  directed  to  the  president  and 
council,  without  naming  any  particular  person,  with  some  instructions  to 
Mr.  Lawson  or  Mr.  Gale  how  they  shall  proceed  therein.  And  I  believe  it 
were  very  necessary  to  dissuade  Mr.  Lawson  all  you  can  from  applying  in 
any  manner  to  Colonel  Carey  as  president ;  and  I  believe  it  would  do  very 
well  to  assist  at  this  time  President  Glover  with  what  you  can,  with  your 
advice  and  otherwise.  What  news  you  have  from  Mr.  Gale  or  any  other- 
wise of  moment,  please  to  acquaint  me  by  the  bearer,  and  of  the  proceedings 
of  this  last  (wise?)  council  at  Pequimons,  if  they  had  any ;  and  if  any  news 
of  any  moment  come  to  me,  you  may  be  sure  to  have  them  from  him  who 
really  is,  gentlemen.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Pollock. 


Colonel  Pollock  to  Governor  Htde. 

Honored  Sir  : —  Blackwatir,  Augua  29, 1710. 

I  humbly  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival.  For  having  removed 
myself  from  North  Carolina  here  in  the  borders  of  Virginia,  because  I  would 
not  live  under  a  government  I  knew  was  altogether  illegal,  I  have  therefore 
earnestly  wished  for  your  honor's  arrival  ever  since  I  knew  you  were  de- 
signed here ;  that  the  government  being  settled,  I  might  remove  myself  to 
my  habitation,  not  doubting  (by  the  great  and  good  character  you  have) 
that  you  will  settle  our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  on  such  sure  foundations 
that  they  may  never  more  be  in  danger  to  be  insulted  and  trodden  down  by 
Quakers,  atheists,  deists,  and  other  evil-disposed  persons ;  and  healing  all 
our  differences,  distractions,  and  disorders,  encouraging  trade,  and  protecting 
the  people  in  all  their  just  rights  and  privileges,  you  may  be  happy  in  per- 
forming so  great  and  good  a  work,  and  the  people  happy  under  so  good  a 
governor.     The  doubt  of  the  certainty  of  your  honor's  being  arrived,  and 


CIVIL  AND  MILTTABY  HISTORY.  883 

the  uncertainty  to  meet  yon,  bath  hindered  me  from  waiting  on  you  at  this 
time ;  but  (God  willing)  intend  to  wait  on  you  as  soon  as  you  arrive  in 
North  Carolina. 


No.  vm. 


Riv.  Mr.  Urmston  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  the  Propa- 
gation OF  THE  Gospel. 

[F^cm  MSS.  belonging  to  the  author,'] 

Sir  : —  Nobth  Carolina,  July  17, 1711. 

Since  my  last  of  the  '/th,  the  rebels,  after  a  shameful  defeat  in  their 
wicked  attempt  against  the  governor  and  council,  dispersed  themselves. 
Some  fled  into  Virginia,  where  they  will  be  met  with ;  others  have  abscond- 
ed, but  so  as  to  be  ready  at  a  call.  The  Governor  of  Virginia  is  expected  in 
by  land  with  forces,  and  Captain  Smith,  commander  of  his  majesty^s  ship  the 
Enterprise  Guard  Ship  in  Virginia,  brings  with  him  a  sloop  and  mainncs,  so 
that  there  will  be  search  made  for  the  enemies ;  they  will,  I  hope,  be  appre- 
hended, and  disabled  from  ever  making  head  again,  except  they  are  protect- 
ed and  assisted  in  their  villainy  by  Danson,  their  old  friend.  They  have 
sent  divers  to  him  to  make  their  complaint,  by  this  fleet,  and  are  very  con- 
fident they  shall  turn  out  Colonel  Hydo  and  his  council,  and  have  the  whole 
management  of  affairs  in  their  own  power :  if  the  proprietors  are  so  negligent 
of  us,  surely  the  society  will  interpose  and  engage  the  queen  to  take  us  un- 
der her  protection ;  otherwise  there  will  be  little  hopes  of  establishing  the 
Church  or  any  good  order.  I  have  been  dreadfully  threatened  by  them, 
and  if  they  prevail  must  not  expect  to  stay  here. 

Madam  Hyde,  the  governor's  lady,  with  Mr.  Knight,  secretary  of  this 
government,  come  over  with  the  same  ship :  she  has  a  copy  of  all  proceed- 
ings as  sent  to  the  proprietors,  which  is  to  be  given  to  my  Lord  Rochester, 
who  will  doubtless  acquaint  her  majesty  and  privy  council  therewith. 

I  told  you  in  my  last,  I  think,  that  several  Quakers  bore  arms,  and  more 
are  ready  so  to  do;  and,  if  that  will  not  do,  they  threaten  to  bring  in  the 
Indians  upon  us.  Danson  sent  hither  from  England  one  Roach  with  some 
goods,  and  a  dozen  or  fourteen  great  guns  and  ammunition,  under  pretence 
of  building  a  ship,  but  it  is  verily  believed  they  were  designed  for  our  ruin  : 
many  of  them  were  mounted  on  board  a  brigantine  which  was  manned  by 
the  rebels  with  small  arms,  but  upon  their  dispersing  was  since  taken  by  our 
forces  with  three  men  only  in  her,  and  all  the  great  guns  and  ammunition. 
This  is  a  considerable  addition  to  our  strength,  and  now  many  who  were 
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intimidated  by  the  audacions  impadcnce  and  craci  menaces  of  these  rascals, 
now  daily  join  the  government ;  and  others,  who  were  for  the  adversaries,  are 
disheartened  from  acting  against  us :  so  that  at  present  things  have  a  better 
face,  and  we  shnll,  I  hope,  be  in  quiet,  till  news  from  England.  Except 
Colonel  Hyde  have  a  commission  from  the  queen,  he  will  either  be  turned 
out  or  not  obeyed,  so  great  is  Danson's  influence  over  the  rest  of  the  pro- 
prietors.    These  are  with  all  humble  respects  to  the  honorable  society  from, 

Sir,  yours,  etc., 

John  Urmston. 

P.  S. — As  for  the  rebels  I  am  not  much  concerned,  but  it  is  grievous  to 
liear  the  complaints  of  the  poor  men  and  families,  who  have  been  so  long  in 
arms,  that  they  have  lost  their  crops  and  will  want  bread ;  the  ravage  and 
plunder  the  enemies  have  committed  has  ruined  others.  Another  instance 
of  the  Quakers'  knavery  I  cannot  omit,  which  concerns  you  to  know,  as 
having  been  commissioner  for  the  palatines.  Baron  de  Graffenreid,  with  "his 
people,  must  have  starved,  if  not  supplied  by  others  here.  He  had  an  order 
from  the  proprietors,  i,  e^  Danson,  for  the  rest  never  concern  themselves,  to 
receive  £1500  here,  for  which  he  was  to  pay  1000  sterling;  a  great  cheat, 
for  £1000  sterling  is  worth  £3000  here  in  our  pay.  Danson  in  his  letter  to 
his  friends  here  bragged  they  should  get  an  estate  by  these  foreigners.  Gary, 
the  late  usurper  of  this  government,  and  now  head  of  the  rebels,  was  to  pay 
it  out  of  the  proprietors'  dues  which  he  had  received  :  he  was  arrested  and 
made  his  escape.  What  reason  then  have  they  to  protect  him,  to  prevent 
others  from  supplying  the  baron  in  his  great  distress  ?  Roach  and  the  Qua- 
kers reported  that  the  baron  had  no  credit  in  England,  nor  had  he  any 
money  anywhere.  Through  ill  usage  in  their  way  hither  and  since  their  ar- 
rival, of  nine  hundred  palatines,  there  are  but  three  hundred  now  alive,  and 
those  ready  to  starve :  through  the  instigation  of  the  English  who  live  near 
them,  the  neighboring  Indians  are  very  troublesome  to  them.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  this  present  rebellion,  the  baron  with  the  Swiss  and  palatines  would 
have  joined  the  governor,  but  were  threatened  with  fire  and  sword, — the 
English  and  Indians  designed  to  destroy  them  and  all  they  had ;  such  en- 
♦•ouragement  do  the  proprietors  give  people  to  come  into  their  colony. 

I  have  written  a  very  tart  letter  to  Sir  John  Colleton,  a  proprietor,  con- 
cerning all  matters ;  whether  pleased,  or  displeased,  it  matters  not :  the  pro- 
prietors promised  me  all  friendship  and  favor,  but  as  yet  never  shewed  any, 
and  I  believe  never  will. 

[Our  remarks  concerning  John  Urmstone,  in  the  chapter  on  religion,  will 
have  prepare<l  the  reader  for  the  remark,  that  the  statements  contained  in 
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his  letters  are  always  to  be  received  with  great  caution.  We  never  accept 
them  as  truths,  unless  we  find  corroborative  evidence.  The  death  of  six 
hundred  palatines,  for  instance,  which  he  here  affirms,  is  a  falsehood.] 


Extract  from  tbb  Rev.  Mr.  Urmston^s  Letter  to  the  Secretabt. 

North  Cabouna,  July  7,  1711. 

There  were  several  Quakers  that  bore  arms  in  a  lat«  attempt  upon  Col- 
onel Hyde,  which  was  carried  on  with  great  cunning,  malice,  and  rage ;: 
but  the  aggressors  were  happily  repulsed,  and  what  further  wickedness  they 
are  contriving,  time  will  show.  They  rove  about  the  country  in  great  bodies^ 
ravage  and  plunder  all  such  as  are  not  on  their  side.  It  would  be  too  te- 
dious to  give  you  a  succinct  account  of  every  thing  that  has  passed  since  the 
first  beginning  of  the  confusions  of  this  unhappy  government — all  owing  to 
the  Quakers,  who,  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  procured  one  Daniel,  a  monster 
in  wickedness,  to  bo  deputy-governor  forever;  since  this  government  de- 
pended on  Ashley  River  government,  that  office  was  for  sale,  the  Quakers 
thought  they  could  manage  him ;  they  grew  saucy  and  he  restive ;  they 
soon  procured  another,  worse  than  he,  to  succeed  him,  one  Gary.  They 
made  a  purse,  and  sent  one  Porter,  a  known  villain,  the  son  of  a  Quaker, 
and  he  one  in  disguise,  to  the  proprietors,  accused  the  said  Gary  of  many 
things,  indeed  gross  enough  and  with  a  great  deal  of  truth,  sufficient  to 
cause  him  to  be  turned  out.  Accordingly  he  was  discharged  from  the  office, 
and  there  being  no  governor  at  Ashley  River — Sir  Nathaniel  Johnston  be- 
ing put  out  by  the  whigs — this  Porter  brought  an  order  .to  the  council  to 
choose,  as  was  customary  in  such  cases,  one  of  their  brethren  to  be  presi- 
dent, till  a  governor  was  appointed.  Mr.  Glover,  a  sober,  discreet,  and  the 
only  man  of  parts  in  the  country,  was  chosen.  The  Quakers  dislike  him, 
and,  by  the  force  of  arms,  thrust  in  Gary,  whom  the  proprietors  had  deposed, 
into  the  presidentship.  Here  were  two  presidents  :  one  appointed  by  the 
lords  proprietors,  and  the  other  set  up  by  the  roguish  Quakers ;  neither  was 
obeyed — the  honest  party  would  not  obey  Gary,  nor  the  other  Mr.  Glover ; 
80  that,  for  two  years  and  upward,  here  was  no  law,  no  justice,  no  Assembly,, 
or  courts  of  judicature,  so  that  people  did  and  said  what  they  listed.  Oli- 
ver's days  come  again.  Golouel  Hyde  arrived,  but,  through  Golonel  Tynte's 
death,  had  no  commission ;  he  was  chosen  president  by  all  sides,  after  long 
debates ;  he  persists  in  Mr.  Glover's  opinion  of  not  sufiering  the  Quakers^ 
who  had  deputations,  either  forged  or  granted,  by  those  who  were  not  pro- 
prietors, to  be  of  the  council,  or  have  any  thing  to  do  in  the  administration ;. 

Vol.  II.— 26 


386  HIBTOBY  OF  NOBTH   OABOUNA. 

an  Assembly  was  called  with  much  difficulty ;  we  bad  the  majority.  As  to 
what  has  been  transacted  in  temporals,  I  nmst  refer  to  the  president  and 
coancil  their  journal,  if  you  can  get  a  sight  of  it,  which  is  laid  before  Uie 
proprietors,  or  a  copy  which  I  believe  my  Lord  Rochester  will  have  to  show 
the  queen  and  council,  and  beg  your  pardon  and  patience  while  I  add  what 
relates  to  the  interest  of  the  Church. 


Extracts  from  thb  Rsv.  Mr.  Rainsford's  Lbttbr  to  John  Cham- 

BBRLAiNS,  Esq. 

Chowah,  in  North  Gaeouxa,  July  25,  1712. 
I  presume  you  are  no  stranger  to  the  Indian  war  which  has  some  time 
since  begun,  and  continues  in  the  barbarous  massacres  of  so  many  English 
inhabitants,  most  families  of  Pamplico  hourly  feeling  the  effects  of  their 
cruelty  ;  nor  truly  can  the  governor  promise  himself  one  hour's  safety,  being 
continually  alarmed  by  the  Tuscarora  spies  in  his  own  quarters.  Colonel 
Boyd  was  the  other  day  sent  out  with  a  party  against  the  Indians,  but  was 
unfortunately  shot  through  the  head,  and  few  of  his  men  came  home,  but 
shared  in  his  fate,  and  fell  sacrifices  to  the  same  common  misfortune.  They 
skulk  so  in  parties  in  the  woods,  that  common  prudence  obliges  the  inhab- 
itants (as  the  surest  method  of  preservation)  to  keep  to  their  plantations ; 
and  several  of  them  told  me  that  when  they  lie  down  in  their  beds  (they 
are  so  often  invaded)  that  they  can't  say  that  they  shall  rise  to  see  the  morn- 
ing. Assistance  is  sent  for  to  Ashley  River,  and  Colonel  Hyde  flatters  us 
with  the  hopes  of  either  cutting  them  off,  or  obliging  them  to  peace ;  but 
alas,  I  fear,  all  this  without  reason. 


I  like  the  country  far  better  than  any  I  have  hitherto  seen,  and  certainly 
by  nature  it  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  world ;  and  were  but  the  inhabitants 
freed  from  the  dangers  of  the  war,  they  might  enjoy  the  blessings  of  plenty 
as  well  as  all  other  comforts  of  life. 


[■XTEAOr.] 

Rev.  Mr.  Rainsford  to  thb  Ssorbtart. 

_  ^  Chowan,  North  Carolina,  February  17, 1712-18. 

Honorable  Sir  : — 

Since  my  last  to  you  on  the  26th  of  July,  with  deep  concern  I  am 

forced  to  tell  you  that  this  country  has  been  miserably  reduced  by  Indian 
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crnelty.  The  inhabitants  are  brought  to  so  low  an  ebb  by  tliis  unhappy 
war,  that  rather  than  expose  themselves  to  their  enemies,  they  have  most  of 
them  quitted  their  plantations,  and  entirely  thrown  themselves  on  the  Vir- 
ginians for  relief.  The  Governor  of  South  Carolina  has  sent  eleven  hun- 
dred Indians  in  order  to  relieve  this  government,  and  Colonel  Pollock,  our 
president,  with  his  council,  has  levied  five  pounds  on  every  tithable,  six 
bushels  of  com,  a  quarter  part  of  all  their  wheat,  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  these  Ashley  River  Indians.  The  stocks  of  our  English  inhabit- 
ants are  all  destroyed  by  their  coming  to  this  country;  and  their  poverty  is 
80  great,  that  Vii*ginia  has  given  £1000  sterling  to  relieve  them,  with  900 
yards  of  Duffile  to  clothe  them ;  so  that,  should  they  conquer  their  enemies, 
without  the  charitable  support  of  the  proprietors,  they  can  never  afterward 
be  able  to  subsist  This  is  a  true  account  of  the  miserable  state  the  country 
now  labors  under,  as  may  appear  by  Governor  Spotswood's  hint  in  the 
inclosed  to  me.  I  have  already  been  taken  by  the  savages  in  my  journeys 
to  one  Adams  to  preach,  and  after  a  little  conference  let  go,  but  guarded  by 
two  of  them  out  of  the  parts.  There  is  scarce  a  man  now  on  the  north 
shore  of  Chowan  River,  which  borders  on  Virginia,  to  be  found ;  and  as  for 
the  women,  they  won't  leave  their  plantations  to  go  to  a  house  where  I 
make  an  appointment  to  preach ;  so  that  very  little  good  at  the  present 
juncture  can  be  expected  from  ns. 


No.  IX. 


Minutes  of  a  Letter  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Albeiiarlb 
TO  THE  Secretary  of  State  :  dated  August  11,  1711. 

[fhm  Chalmibs'  MSS.  m  Mr.  Bancroft's  ooUection.] 

States  that  Colonel  Carey  and  others  had  been  seized,  at  the  request  of 
the  governor  and  council,  by  Colonel  Spotswood  of  Virginia.  At  the  A»- 
seinbly,  in  March  last,  Carey  and  Porter  had  been  impeached  of  crimes,  and 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal,  but  escaped.  And  they,  with 
other  evil-minded  persons,  chiefly  Quakers,  raised  an  insurrection,  and  en- 
deavored to  draw  unto  their  conspiracy  the  neighboring  Indians,  armed  a 
vessel :  beg  for  leave  to  produce  their  evidence  against  them,  as  they  were 
sent  to  England  before  they  had  notice. 

For  three  years  last  past,  the  country  has  been  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  and 
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now  greatly  impoverished.  Should  consider  it,  therefore,  as  an  act  of  com- 
passion to  them  if  the  prisoners  were  sent  to  Virginia  for  trial,  because  the 
charge  of  trial  in  England  would  ruin  the  country. 

Signed,  among  others,  by  Babon  db  Graffbkbbid. 


No.X. 

MlKUTBS   OF   A   LbTTBR  FROM   GoVBBNOR   HtDB   TOfLORD   DARTMOUTH. 
[From  Chalmebs'  MSS.  in  Mb.  Bancroft's  collection.] 

Avffutt  22,  1711. 
That  it  is  a  hard  lot  to  be  placed  in  a  government  where  he  found  that  noth- 
ing but  sedition  had  been  industriously  cultivated,  and  rebellion  too  much 
practised.  This  is  the  third  rebellion  that  Colonel  Carey  has  headed  since 
he  came  into  Carolina :  had  seized  Judge  Trott  in  South  Carolina ;  praises 
SpoUwood  for  his  aid,  &c. ;  prays  for  time  to  send  over  his  evidence  and 
proofs ;  solicits  a  commission  to  try  him  in  Virginia,  on  account  of  the  pov- 
erty of  the  country ;  has  been  barbarously  used  by  a  people  that  he  never 
offended.  But  the  Quakers  have,  ever  since  he  came,  endeavored  to  over- 
turn the  Church  government,  have  crushed  it  with  force,  having  taken  up 
arms  themselves.  Porter,  who  now  goes  to  England,  had  endeavored  U> 
bring  down  the  Indians. 


No.  XI. 


A  Lbttbr  from  Major  Christopher  Galb,  datbd  from  Charlbs 
Town,  in  North  Carolina,  Novembbr  2,  1711. 

[Reprinted  from  Nioholls'  Literary  lUustrationa^  vol.  iv.  pp.  489-492.] 

My  Dbar: — 

I  cannot  omit,  by  all  opportunities,  to  inform  my  second  self  that  you 
have  still  living  in  a  brother  the  most  faithful  friend  that  ever  was,  though 
perhaps  by  as  signal  a  hand  of  Providence  as  this  age  can  demonstrate. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  repetitions,  but  refer  you  to  the  after-written 
memorial  which  I  laid  before  the  government,  and  shall  only  acquaint  you 
how  far  I  had  been  concerned  in  the  bloody  tragedy,  if  kind  Providence 
had  not  prevented. 
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About  ten  days  before  the  fatal  day,  I  was  at  the  baron's,  and  had  agreed 
with  him  and  Mr.  Lawson  on  a  progress  to  the  Indian  towns ;  but  before  we 
were  prepared  to  go,  a  message  came  from  home,  to  inform  me  that  my  wife 
and  brother  lay  dangerously  sick ;  which  I  may  call  a  happy  sickness  to 
me,  for  on  the  news  I  immediately  repaired  home,  and  thereby  avoided  the 
fate  which  I  shall  hereafter  inform  yon. 

The  baron,  with  Mr.  Lawson  and  their  attendants,  proceeding  on  their 
journey,  were,  on  the  2  2d  of  September  (as  you  will  see  by  the  memorial) 
both  barbarously  murdered ;  the  mat,  on  which  the  baron  used  to  lie  on 
such  like  voyages,  being  since  found  all  daubed  with  blood,  so  as  we  sup- 
pose him  to  have  been  quickly  dispatched.  But  the  fate  of  Mr.  Lawson  (if 
our  Indian  information  be  true)  was  much  more  tragical,  for  we  are  informed 
that  they  stuck  him  full  of  fine  small  splinters  of  torchwood,  like  hogs' 
bristles,  and  so  set  them  gradually  on  fire.  This,  I  doubt  not,  had  been  my 
&te  if  Providence  had  not  prevented ;  but  I  hope  God  Almighty  has  de- 
signed me  for  an  instrument  in  the  revenging  such  innocent  Christian 
blood. 

On  Sunday,  October  21, 1  arrived  here  in  the  quality  of  an  agent,  and  in 
order  to  procure  the  assistance  of  the  government  to  destroy  our  enemies, 
which  I  doubt  not  in  a  little  time  to  effect.  The  family  I  left  in  garrison  at 
Bath  town,  my  wife  and  brother  pretty  well  recovered ;  but  what  has  hap- 
pened since,  I  know  not  Two  days  after  I  left  the  town,  at  daybreak 
(which  is  the  Indians'  usual  time  of  attack),  above  100  guns  were  heard, 
which  must  have  been  an  attack  made  by  the  Indians  upon  some  of  our 
garrisons,  which  are  in  all  eleven  in  number ;  but  cannot  hear  the  success 
of  it,  though  a  small  vessel  came  from  the  out  part  of  our  government  there 
the  other  day,  by  which  I  have  the  following  news :  that  on  my  coming 
away.  Captain  Brice  detached  from  our  out-garrisons  fifty  men,  and  in  the 
woods  met  with  a  body  of  Indians,  who  fought  them  three  dayB,  and  forced 
them  at  last  to  retire  into  their  garrison.  The  Indians  lost  in  this  engage- 
ment fifteen  men,  and  we  took  two,  one  of  whom  was  killed  by  one  of  our 
men.  During  this  engagement,  another  body  of  the  Indians,  being  advised 
that  the  garrison  was  weakened  by  this  detachment,  came  and  attacked  the 
garrison,  and  at  the  same  time  a  number  of  Indian  prisoners  of  a  certain 
nation,  which  we  did  not  know,  whether  they  were  friends  or  enemies,  rose 
in  the  garrison,  but  were  soon  cut  to  pieces,  as  also  those  on  the  outside 
repelled.  In  the  garrison  were  killed  nine  Indian  men,  and  soon  after 
thirty-nine  women  and  children  sent  off  for  slaves.  This  is  the  condi- 
tion we  at  present  labor  under.  I  shall  not  trouble  yon  with  a  particular 
relation  of  all  their  butcheries,  but  shall  relate  to  you  some  of  them,  by 
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which  you  may  suppose  the  rest  The  family  of  one  Mr.  Nevill  was  treated 
after  this  mauner :  the  old  gentleman  himself^  after  heing  shot,  was  laid  on 
the  house-f  oor,  with  a  clean  pillow  under  his  head,  his  wife^s  head-clothea 
put  upon  his  head,  his  stockings  turned  over  his  shoes,  and  his  body  covered 
all  over  with  new  linen.  His  wife  was  set  upon  her  knees,  and  her  hands 
lifted  up  as  if  she  was  at  prayers,  leaning  against  a  chair  in  the  chinmey 
comer,  and  her  coats  turned  up  over  her  head.  A  son  of  his  was  hiid  out 
in  the  yard,  with  a  pillow  laid  under  his  head  and  a  bunch  of  rosemary  laid 
to  his  nose.  A  negro  had  his  right  hand  cut  off  and  left  dead.  The  mas- 
ter of  the  next  house  was  shot,  and  his  body  laid  flat  upon  his  wife's  grave. 
Women  were  laid  on  their  house-floors,  and  great  stakes  run  up  through 
their  bodies.  Others  big  with  child,  the  infants  were  ripped  out  and  hung 
upon  trees.  In  short,  their  manner  of  butchery  has  been  so  various  and 
unaccountable,  that  it  would  be  beyond  credit  to  relate  them.  This  blow 
was  so  hotly  followed  by  the  hellish  crew,  that  we  could  not  buiy  our 
dead ;  so  that  they  were  left  for  prey  to  the  dogs,  and  wolves,  and  vultures, 
whilst  our  care  was  to  strengthen  our  garrison  to  secure  the  living. 

The  ship  by  which  this  comes  is  ready  to  sail,  so  cannot  enlarge ;  only 
desire  luy  duty  may  be  presented  to  my  father  and  mother,  my  sincere  love 
to  yourself  and  brothers,  and  service  to  all  friends,  hoping  for  a  speedy  an- 
swer to  my  last  by  Madam  Hyde,  is  what  ofi'ers  from 

Your  sincerely  affectionate  brother, 

Christopher  Gale, 


From  Charles  Town,  Carolina. 

The  Menwrial  of  Ohristopheb  GALK/row  the  Government  of  North  Carolina^ 
to  the  Honorable  Robert  Gibs,  Governor  and  Commander-in-chief  and  to 
the  Honorable  Council  and  General  Assembly, 

To  lay  before  your  honor  the  prospect  or  representation  of  as  promising 
a  country  as  was  ever  watered  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  would  take  up  more 
time  than  the  present  exigency  of  the  affair  I  am  now  set  upon  would  give 
me  leave ;  but  much  more  time,  and  a  hand  more  skilful,  would  be  requisite 
to  give  you  a  view  of  the  calamities  and  miseries  of  so  fine  a  country  laid 
waste  and  desolate  by  the  most  barbarous  enemies :  I  mean  the  Corees  and 
Tuscarora  Indians. 

Although  I  shall  not  use  much  eloquence  to  implore  your  aid  and  assist- 
ance in  revenging  such  injuries,  causes  of  that  nature  when  truly  stated  be- 
ing their  own  best  orator ;  yet,  I  presume,  I  have  all  the  advantages  that 
may  be  of  making  a  true  representation  of  that  affair  to  your  honors,  being 
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an  inhabitant  of  Beaufort  precinct,  where  a  great  part  of  this  hellish  tragedy 
was  acted.  I  shall,  therefore,  infonn  your  honors,  that  on  Saturday  the  2 2d 
of  September  last,  was  perpetrated  the  grossest  piece  of  villainy  that  perhaps 
was  ever  heard  of  in  English  America.  One  hundred  and  thirty  people 
massacred  at  the  head  of  the  Nuse,  and  on  the  south  side  of  Pamptaco 
rivers,  in  the  space  of  two  hours ;  butchered  after  the  most  barbarous  man- 
ner that  can  be  expressed,  and  their  dead  bodies  used  with  all  the  scorn  and 
indignity  imaginable ;  their  houses  plundered  of  considerable  riches  (being 
generally  traders),  then  burned,  and  their  growing  and  hopeful  crops  de- 
stroyed. What  spectacle  can  strike  a  man  with  more  horror  and  stir  up 
more  to  revenge,  than  to  see  so  much  barbarity  practised  in  so  little  a  time 
and  so  unexpectedly?  And  what  makes  it  the  more  surprising,  that  ne- 
farious villainy  was  committed  by  such  Indians  as  were  esteemed  as  members 
of  the  several  families  where  the  mischiefs  were  done,  and  that  with  smiles 
in  their  countenances,  when  their  intent  was  to  destroy.  I  must  inform 
your  honors  that  the  governors  of  North  Carolina  are  not  in  a  condition  to 
take  a  full  (I  might  say  any)  satisfaction  on  the  enemy,  nor  to  prevent  their 
further  progress,  by  reason  their  neighboring  Indians  are  not  to  be  relied  on 
for  any  assistance,  but  rather  to  be  feared  they  would  be  prejudicial  in  any 
expeditions;  if  not  joined  with  the  enemy  as  we  have  good  reason  to  judge 
by  their  behavior  both  before  and  since  the  act  was  committed :  therefore 
a  strict  and  jealous  eye  is  necessarily  kept  over  them  by  the  government, 
and  our  whole  country  drawn  into  garrisons  to  prevent  mischief  that  way, 
which  very  much  hinders  the  getting  men  into  a  body  to  pursue  the  enemy, 
who  are  at  present  between  two  and  three  hundred  effective  men,  and  above 
one  thousand  women  and  children ;  and,  I  believe,  your  honors  will  be  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  altogether  impracticable  to  attempt  such  a  body  of  men, 
flushed  with  their  first  success,  without  Indians  who  are  acquainted  with 
their  manner  of  fighting.  Wherefore,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  North 
Carolina,  by  which  I  am  employed,  I  earnestly  entreat  your  honors  to  permit 
and  encourage  so  many  of  your  tributary  Indians  as  you  think  proper,  to  fall 
upon  those  Indians  our  enemies,  whose  families  are  since  fled  down  to  the 
seaboard  between  Weatuck  and  Cape  Fare  rivers,  whilst  their  men  are  still 
ravaging  and  destroying  all  before  them,  within  sight  of  our  garrisons  ;  that 
by  your  assistance  exemplary  justice  may  be  done  to  such  barbarous  villains 
as  have  laid  waste  and  desolate  such  a  flourishing  part  of  the  lords  proprie- 
tors' country,  and  which,  without  your  speedy  relief,  will  be  wholly  deserted. 
If  any  Indians  are  found  innocent  of  that  massacre  and  will  assist  in  the  de- 
struction of  those  inhuman  wretches,  care  will  be  taken  to  distinguish  those 
from  the  rest ;  but  I  very  much  fear  that,  upon  strict  inquiry,  it  would  bo 
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found  that  the  whole  nation  of  the  Tnscaroras  (thongh  some  of  them  may 
not  yet  be  actors)  was  knowing  and  consenting  to  what  was  done ;  and  that 
the  success  of  those  already  in  motion,  if  not  put  a  stop  to,  will  at  last  induce 
the  rest  to  join  with  them  in  carrying  on  these  bloody  designs.  Beside  the 
daily  expectation  of  a  considerable  number  of  Senekocs  [Senecas],  which  we 
are  certainly  informed  are  coming  to  cohabit  with  the  Tuscaroras,  our  ene- 
mies, this  winter,  and  become  one  nation,  which  in  time  may  affect  our 
neighboring  goveniments  as  well  as  us.  I  firmly  persuade  myself  that  so 
much  prejudice  as  the  lords  proprietors  will  receive  by  that  fatal  blow,  the 
barbarous  murder  of  so  many  of  our  fellow-subjects,  among  which  number  is 
the  Honorable  Baron  de  Graffenried,  a  landgrave  of  Carolina,  and  a  member 
of  the  council,  Mr.  Lawson  the  surveyor-general,  with  divers  others  of  note, 
will  excite  your  honors'  compassion  toward  such  a  country  and  hasten  your 
assistance  and  reliefl 

I  am,  with  all  respect, 

Your  honors'  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Christopher  Gals. 


No.  XIL 


Extracts  from  a  "Bookk  of  the  Orders,  Judgments,  and  Decrees  of 
THE  Hon.  Edward  Hyde,  Esq^  President,  and  his  Council." 

[From  the  original  in  the  offlee  of  the  Secretary  qf  State.] 

February,  1711-12. — Ordered,  that  an  address  of  thanks  be  returned  to 
the  government  of  South  Carolina  for  the  seasonable  succors  and  relief  sent 
unto  us  under  the  command  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  John  Barnewell,  Esq., 
against  the  Tuscarora  Indians,  now  in  open  hostility,  procured  by  the  solici- 
tations of  the  Hon.  Edward  Hyde,  Esq.,  president 


February,  1711-12. — Ordered,  that  the  Hon.  Lieutenant-colonel  Thomas 
Boyd  and  Thomas  Peterson,  Esq.,  do  return  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  board 
to  the  Hon.  Colonel  John  Barnewell,  Esq^  general  and  commander-in-chief 
of  all  the  forces,  etc.,  for  his  great  care,  diligence,  and  conduct ;  and  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  the  success  already  obtained  against  the  enemy. 


February,  1711-12. — Ordered,  that  five  hundred  bushels  of  com  be  im- 
mediately raised  and  sent  round  to  Bath  county,  for  the  use  and  subsistence 
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of  the  forces  now  come  from  South  Carolina  for  oar  Buocor ;  and  these  shall 
be  delivered  at  sach  place  or  places  as  the  gener^  shall  appoint. 


Ffhruary^  1711-12. — ^Whereas  a  most  horrid  and  bloody  massacre  has 
been  committed  upon  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  government  by  the 
Tuscarora  Indians,  their  adherents  and  abettors ;  and  whereas,  upon  the 
representation  of  the  same  by  the  Hon.  Edward  Ilyde,  Esq.,  president,  etc., 
to  the  government  of  South  Carolina,  soliciting  their  relief  and  succor,  has, 
in  tender  compassion  to  the  wretched  state  of  this  poor  country,  detached 
a  considerable  force  nnder  the  command  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  John  Bame- 
well,  Esq.,  commander-in-chief,  to  defend  us  from  the  imminent  danger  with 
which  we  are  threatened  and  very  much  exposed  to:  it  is  therefore 

Rbsolvbd  by  the  Honorable  the  President,  with  the  unanimous  advice 
and  consent  of  the  council  of  this  government,  that  vigorous  resolutions  be 
pursued  for  carrying  on  the  war,  as  follows : 

First,  That  no  treaty  of  peace,  neutrality,  or  commerce  shall  be  agreed 
or  concluded  between  this  government  and  the  upper  towns  of  the  Tusca- 
roras,  until  such  time  as  they  deliver  up  such  Indians  of  their  own  towns, 
either  alive  or  dead,  as  were  joined  with  Handcock  and  his  crew ;  being 
sufficiently  manifest,  not  only  by  the  confession  of  the  prisoners  taken  be- 
longing to  those  towns,  but  also  by  the  great  quantity  of  English  goods 
and  clothes,  with  the  scalps  of  white  people,  found  there,  as  by  the  deposi- 
tion of  the  Hon.  Colonel  John  Barnewell,  Esq.,  general  of  the  forces  afore- 
said, plainly  appears.  And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  an  address  be  presented 
from  this  board  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  praying  him  that  he  will  be 
pleased  to  acquaint  those  towns  with  reasons  for  it. 

Secondly,  That  the  Indians  in  those  towns  actually  joining  with  Hand- 
cock  in  the  massacre,  it  is  resolved  that  no  peace,  or  any  terms  whatsoever, 
be  agreed  with  them,  but  entirely  to  extirpate  them,  according  to  the  laud- 
able custom  of  South  Carolina. 

Thirdly,  For  the  carrying  on  so  good  a  work  for  the  future  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  this  and  our  neighbor  governments,  it  is  resolved  that  at  least 
two  hundred  men  be  raised  for  four  months,  to  concert  with  the  forces  of 
South  Carolina ;  and  that  for  the  subsistence,  as  well  of  those  forces,  as  of 
the  forces  of  South  Carolina,  it  is  resolved  that  magazines  be  erected  on  the 
rivers  of  Neuse  and  Pamplico,  at  such  places  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
commander-in-chief  of  the  said  expedition. 

And  whereas  it  most  unfortunately  happened  that  Major  Christopher 
Gale,  who  was  sent  by  this  government  to  South  Carolina  to  negotiate  this 
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affair,  is  not  yet  arrived  in  this  government,  though  he  set  oat  from  South 
Carolina  for  this  place  in 'a  sloop,  with  stores  and  ammunition,  etc^  three 
months  since,  by  reason  whereof  we  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  treaty  or 
measures  concerted  between  him  on  our  parts,  and  the  government  of  South 
Carolina,  for  carrying  on  this  war: 

Fourthly,  It  is  resolved  that,  together  with  the  address  of  thanks,  we 
supplicate  the  government  of  South  Carolina  that  they  would  be  so  favor- 
able to  us,  either  to  send  a  copy  of  the  said  treaty,  or  such  instructions  to 
the  commander  of  their  forces  to  enter  into  such  further  treaty  here,  as  well 
with  this  government  as  with  the  government  of  Virginia,  to  concert  proper 
measures  to  give  the  finishing  stroke  to  a  work  so  well  begun. 

Ordered,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  neighboring  gov- 
ernments. 

Ordered,  that  a  sloop,  shallop,  boat,  or  canoe  be  immediately  impressed 
with  men  and  provisions,  suitable  to  be  sent  to  South  Carolina,  to  acquaint 
that  government  with  our  proceeding,  relating  to  our  present  state  of  affairs. 

This  board  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  eight  of  the  clock. 


March^  1711-12. — And  whereas  it  has  been  reported,  and  complaints 
made  by  Captain  Brice  and  divers  others,  that  the  Honorable  the  Baron  de 
Graffenreid  had  made  a  separate  peace  with  the  Indians,  under  his  hand  and 
seal,  some  having  the  impudence  to  say  they  had  seen  it :  his  honor  there- 
fore produced  the  paper  in  which  was  the  pretended  peace,  which  is  only 
an  old  power  of  attorney. 

March,  1711-12. — Ordered,  that  this  memorandum  be  recorded:  that 
the  Hon.  Baron  de  Graffenreid's  two  sloops  are  and  have  been  impressed  on 
the  public  service,  viz. :  The  Return,  Captain  Charles  Glover,  master,  pressed 
by  the  Hon.  William  Glover,  Esq.,  1 2th  of  October ;  and  the  sloop  Dolphin, 
impressed  by  Captain  Emanuel  Cheeves  the  22d  of  September,  till  the  2d 
of  November,  and  impressed  by  the  Honorable  the  Governor  again  the  10th 
of  December :  and  that  their  wages,  etc.,  be  paid  by  the  public. 


March,  1711-12. — Ordered,  that  Captain  Edward  Adlard  shall  depart 
with  his  sloop  "  Core  Sound  Merchant"  to  Pasquotank  River,  and  there  take 
from  on  board  the  '*  Return,"  Mr.  Charles  Worth  Glover,  so  much  corn  as 
will  load  his  sloop,  give  to  Mr.  Glover  receipts  for  the  same ;  and  that  he 
embrace  the  first  fair  wind  and  weather  to  go  to  Bath  county,  and  there 
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apply  himself  to  the  Hon.  John  Barnewell,  Esq.,  general  of  all  the  forces  of 
Carolina,  and  follow  such  instructions  as  he  shall  receive  from  him. 


March^  1711-12. — Whereas  several  persons,  bound  by  bond  or  recogni- 
zance to  appear  at  the  next  general  court  to  answer  such  matters  and  things 
as  shall  be  objected  against  them  on  her  majesty's  behalf, — divers  of  which 
persons  are  desirous  to  serve  in  the  wars  against  the  Indians : 

Ordered,  that  the  attorney-general  do  forbear  prosecuting  the  bonds  or 
recognizances  of  such  persons  as  shall  engage  in  this  present  war,  and  that 
no  advantage  shall  be  taken  of  their  absence  during  the  time  they  shall  bo 
in  the  service  aforesaid. 


Aprily  1712. — Whereas  we  have  received  information  from  Colonel  Barne- 
well, commander-in-chief  of  our  forces,  that  he  is  in  want  of  ammunition, 
that  the  security  of  the  country  very  much  depends  upon  the  supplying  the 
army  suflBciently  with  the  same,  and  that  there  hath  not  been  impressed 
above  twelve  hundred  bushels  of  the  com  ordered  and  directed  to  be  im- 
pressed by  act  of  Assembly ;  and  whereas  we  have  just  now  received  ad- 
vice from  the  government  of  Virginia,  that  two  hundred  men  of  the  forces 
of  that  government  are  on  their  march  for  our  assistance  against  the  In- 
dian enemy,  and  who  must  be  supplied  accordingly  with  provisions,  etc. : 
Ordered,  that  the  commissioners  for  impressing  for  the  public  service  do, 
in  each  of  their  precincts,  make  diligent  search  and  impress  all  the  corn 
which  shall  appear  to  them  over  and  above  sufficient  for  each  respective 
family,  and  likewise  all  ammunition  and  lead,  and  make  speedy  return 
thereof  to  the  president,  in  order  to  transport  the  same  to  the  army. 


May  9, 1712. — Whereas  it  does  appear  to  this  board  by  divers  concurring 
informations  that  Major-general  Barnewell  has  been  very  remiss  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  trust  reposed  in  him  by  this  government  against  the  Indians : 
It  is  ordered,  that  if,  upon  examination^  he  be  found  guilty  thereof,  that  a 
representation  thereof  be  drawn  up  by  this  board,  and  that  he  be  charged 
therewith  before  the  government  of  South  Carolina,  by  some  agent  to  be 
sent  thither  for  that  purpose. 

At  a  council  holden  at  the  dwelling-house  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Hyde, 
Esq.,  in  Chowan,  on  Monday  the  2d  day  of  June,  Anno  Dom.  1712  : 
The  Honorable  the  Governor  having  represented  to  this  board  that  there 
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is  a  necessity  of  sending  some  person  as  an  agent  on  behalf  of  this  govern- 
ment to  the  government  of  South  Carolina,  in  order  to  represent  the  present 
state  of  the  war  against  the  Indians  in  this  government,  and  the  late  man- 
agement, as  also  to  supplicate  that  government  for  further  aid  to  carry  on 
the  said  war :  Ordered,  that  Mr.  James  Foster  be  appointed  to  go  to  South 
Carolina  to  perform  the  said  agency,  and  that  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  be 
raised  for  defraying  his  charges  therein. 


June  2,  1712. — Ordered,  that  twenty  men  be  forthwith  raised,  and  era- 
ployed  in  two  large  canoes  to  cruise  in  Pamplico  and  Core  sounds,  in  order 
to  suppress  a  party  of  Indians  which,  we  are  informed,  do  harbor  in  and 
about  those  sounds. 

July  12,  1712. — Upon  petition  of  Matthew  Midgett,  praying  he  may  be 
allowed  fifty  pounds,  pursuant  to  a  proclamation  for  apprehending  Emanuel 
Low,  which  is  to  be  allowed  out  of  his  estate  if  convicted :  Emanuel  Low 
being  apprehended  and  brought  before  this  board,  for  stirring  up  sedition 
and  rebellion  against  this  government,  and  endeavoring  to  subvert  the  same, 
was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  provost  marshal  therefor. 


July  31,  1712. — A  proclamation  for  pardoning  the  several  persons  con- 
demned in  the  late  rebellions  with  Colonel  Cary,  for  discharging  such  as  had 
given  bonds  for  their  appearance  at  the  next  general  court,  except  the  said 
Cary,  Emanuel  Low,  John  Porter,  Edmund  Porter,  and  William  Tillet,  was 
issued  out  and  published,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  colony. 


No.  XIII. 

Extracts  from  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  North  Carolina. 

\From  the  originaU  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.] 

July  31,  1712. — The  Honorable  the  Governor  having  represented  to 
this  board  that  there  is  a  necessity  to  send  an  express  to  one  Martin,  an 
Indian  trader  on  the  head  of  Potoraack,  to  get  intelligence  from  him  of  the 
motion  of  the  Seneca  Indians :  Ordered,  that  the  governor  do  send  such 
person  as  he  shall  think  fit  to  the  said  Martin,  with  such  letteis  and 
instructions  as  he  shall  think  proper. 
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July  31,  1712. — It  18  ordered  by  this  board,  that  a  messenger  be  forth- 
with sent  with  instructions  from  the  governor  to  the  nation  of  Indians 
called  the  Saponees,  to  endeavor  to  get  them  to  engage  with  us  in  this  pres- 
ent war  against  the  heathen,  upon  such  conditions  as  they  shall  think  fit ; 
and  to  promise  them  on  behalf  of  this  government,  that  if  their  wives  and 
children  will  come  into  this  country,  they  shall  be  protected  and  provided 
for  in  the  mean  while. 


September  12,  1712. — Upon  complaint  to  this  board  by  Colonel  Mitch- 
ell and  Colonel  Alexander  Mackey,  that  they  have  received  divers  concur- 
ring informations  against  Thomas  Cox,  senior,  and  William  Stafford,  senior, 
of  Currituck,  for  that  they  did  in  a>  mutinous  manner  seduce  and  draw  aside 
divers  men  who  had  enlisted  in  the  service  of  this  government,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  present  expedition  against  the  Indian  enemy : 

Whereupon  it  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  the  Hon.  Major  William 
Reed  do  issue  out  his  orders  to  such  persons  as  he  shall  think  fit,  to  appre- 
hend and  take  the  said  Thomas  Cox  and  William  Stafford,  and  carry  them 
before  the  said  Colonel  Mitchell  and  Colonel  Mackey,  to  be  punished  as  the 
laws  in  that  case  require.  Only  in  case  they  should  be  adjudged  to  death, 
it  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  execution  be  suspended  until  further  orders 
from  this  board ;  of  which  advice  is  given  to  Colonel  Mitchell  and  Colonel 
Mackey. 


October  22,  1712. —  IVhereaa  it  does  appear  to  this  board  that  there  is 
likely  to  be  very  great  want  of  provisions  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  army 
that  is  daily  expected  from  South  Carolina,  as  well  as  for  our  own  forces 
now  in  arms  against  the  Indians : 

It  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  no  grain  be  exported  out  of  this  govern- 
ment, either  by  land  or  water,  until  further  order  from  this  board ;  and  that 
all  officers  concerned  in  the  clearing  of  any  vessels  do  have  due  regard  to 
this  order. 


November  6,  1712. —  Whereas  we  are  now  credibly  informed  that  Colonel 
James  Moore  may  be  daily  expected  in  with  the  South  Carolina  forces : 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  Honorable  the  President,  Thomas  Pollock, 
do  give  such  instructions  and  make  such  agreements  or  treaties  with  the 
said  Colonel  Moore  or  the  Indians,  in  relation  to  carrying  on  this  War,  as 
he  shall  think  convenient,  and  enter  into  such  other  articles  or  agreements 
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with  Tom  Blount,  or  any  other  of  the  neighboring  Indians,  as  he  shall 
think  proper. 

January  9,  1712-13. — Upon  examination  of  a  Seneca  Indian,  taken 
by  one  of  the  South  Carolina  Indians  in  their  march  hither,  it  does  appear 
that  the  said  Indian  was  sent  by  the  Scnecas,  pursuant  to  an  order  from 
the  government  of  New  York,  to  caution  the  Tuscaroras  against  going  to 
war  with  the  English  here ;  for  which  reason  it  is  thought  fit  that  the  said 
Indian  be  purchased  from  the  South  Carolina  Indian  by  the  public,  and 
sent  back  to  his  own  nation :  and  therefore.  It  is  ordered  and  agreed,  that 
the  Uonorable  the  President  do  purchase  the  said  Indian  on  behalf  of  the 
public,  and  take  care  that  he  be  sent  as  aforesaid ;  and  that  in  considera- 
tion of  the  said  president  paying  for  the  said  Indian,  and  for  the  trouble  he 
has  had  with  the  rest  of  the  Indians,  he  do  have  and  take,  to  his  own  use, 
three  Tuscarora  men  and  one  Mattamuskeet,  now  in  his  custody. 


January  9,  1712-13. — It  appearing  to  this  board  that  two  Core  Indians 
taken  and  sent  in  hither  from  Virginia,  are  slaves  belonging  to  one  Mr. 
Drayton  and  one  Mr.  Wright,  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  : 

It  is  ordered,  that  the  said  Indians  be  delivered  to  Colonel  James  Moore, 
for  the  use  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  owners  aforesaid. 


January  12,  1712-13. —  Whereas  Colonel  Edward  Mosely  was  instructed 
by  the  Assembly  of  this  province  to  send  an  address  from  the  said  Assem- 
bly to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  which  said  address  has  been  carelessly 
lost  or  otherwise  embezzled  by  the  said  Mosely :  whereupon  it  is  ordered 
by  this  board,  that  the  provost  marshal  or  his  deputy  do  take  the  said 
Mosely  into  custody  until  he  shall  give  good  security  to  appear  before 
the  next  Assembly,  to  answer  the  aforesaid  neglect,  and  that  in  the  mean 
while  he  be  of  his  good  behavior. 


January  12,  1712-13. — It  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  the  Honorable 
the  President  do  give  such  instructions  as  he  shall  think  fit  to  Major  Gale, 
who  is  hereby  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  in  order  to 
concert  such  measures  as  may  be  thought  proper  in  the  disposal  of  what 
mone3rs  or  other  things  the  government  of  Virginia  has  contributed  toward 
carrying  on  the  war  against  the  Indian  enemy. 
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May  8,  1713. — It  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  the  Honorable  the  Presi- 
dent be  empowered  of  himself  to  negotiate  any  affair  relating  to  the  war, 
either  with  Colonel  Moore  or  any  others,  and  to  send  into  Virginia  and  order 
so  much  of  the  money  given  to  this  government,  by  them  to  be  laid  out  in 
provisions  or  other  necessaries,  as  he  shall  think  fit. 


Lords  Proprietors'  Deputies. 


At  a  council  holden  at  the  house  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Pollock,  Esq.,  in 

Chowan,  on  the  25th  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  1713  :  present,  the  Hon. 

Thomas  Pollock,  Esq.,  president,  and 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Boyd,  Esq., 

•     "       "     Nath.  Chevin,  Esq., 

"       "     Christopher  Gale,  Esq., 

"       "     T.  Knight,  Esq., 

The  Honorable  the  President  having  reported  to  this  board  that  King 

Blount  hath  brought  in  and  delivered  up  to  him  eight  of  our  enemy  Indian 

men,  and  further  signifying  his  intention  of  sending  a  vessel  to  the  West 

Indies,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  buy  said  Indians,  in  order  to  send  them  off 

in  his  said  vessel,  and  be  accountable  to  the  public  for  the  same  : 

Whereupon  it  is  ordered  and  agreed  by  this  board,  that  the  Honorable  the 
President  have  and  take  the  said  eight  Indian  men  to  his  own  use,  he  pay- 
ing and  allowing  to  the  public  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  per  Indian,  with  . 
which  he  saith  he  is  content. 


August  7,  1713. —  Whereas  complaint  has  been  made  to  this  board  by 
Major  James  Coles,  that  Thomas  Bayley,  Arthur  Winchester,  John  Wins- 
low,  Joseph  Fitch,  John  Newby,  Benjamin  Munday,  William  Eliot,  and  Jon- 
athan Sherwood,  in  a  mutinous  manner  did  contemn  and  resist  the  lawful 
authority  of  this  government,  being  impressed  on  an  expedition  against  the 
Indian  enemy  : 

Wherefore  it  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  the  provost  marshal  or  his 
deputy  do  take  the  several  persons  above  named  into  his  custody,  and  them 
hold  until  they  give  good  security  to  appear  at  the  next  general  court,  to 
answer  the  said  complaint,  and  in  the  mean  while  to  be  of  their  good  be- 
havior.   

August  7,  1713. — It  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  the  Honorable  the 
President  be  fully  empowered  to  treat  with  the  Meherrin  Indians,  and  to 
enter  into  such  articles  or  agreements  with  them,  on  behalf  of  this  govern- 
ment^ as  he  shall  think  fit 
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August  19,  1713. — Upon  complaint  made  to  thb  board  byX)aniel  Guthe- 
ree,  deputy-marshal  for  the  precinct  of  Pasquotank,  that  Robert  Morgan, 
John  Sawyer,  senior,  John  Sawyer,  junior,  Edward  Williams,  Richard 
Hastins,  and  Robert  Sawyer,  did  utterly  refuse  to  pay  the  fine  of  five  pounds 
due  from  them  by  act  of  Assembly,  for  not  going  out  in  the  Indian  war ; 
and,  in  contempt  of  the  said  act,  did,  by  force  and  arms,  rescue  and  take 
from  him,  the  said  marshal,  divers  goods,  on  which  he  had  made  distress  for 
the  same,  pursuant  to  the  said  act : 

Whereupon  it  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  the  provost  marshal  or  his 
deputy  do  forthwith  take  the  several  persons  above  named  into  his  custody, 
and  them  hold  until  they  give  good  security  for  their  appearance  at  the  next 
general  court,  to  answer  the  said  complaint,  and  that  in  the  mean  while 
they  be  of  their  good  behavior. 

At  a  council,  holden  at  the  house  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Pollock,  in 
Chowan,  on  Saturday,  the  23d  of  January,  1713-14  :  present,  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Pollock,  Esq.,  president,  and 

The  Hon.  Nath.  Chevin,  Esq.,   \ 
"  ^   "     "William  Reed,  Esq.,  v  Lords  Proprietors'  Deputies. 
"       "     J.  Knight,  Esq.,         ) 
Complaint  being  made  to  this  board  by  King  Blount  and  divers  of  his  great 
men,  that  the  Meherrin  Indians  have  taken  two  Indian  children  belonging 
to  the  said  Blount,  and  whose  parents  are  at  amity  with  us,  and  do  detain 
the  same  as  slaves  : 

Wherefore  it  is  resolved  by  this  board,  that  the  president  do  write  to  the 
said  Meherrin  Indians,  commanding  them  to  deliver  the  said  Indians,  as  they 
will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril,  and,  upon  refusal,  that  the  president  do 
take  such  further  measures  as  he  shall  think  fit  to  compel  them  thereto. 


April  7,  1714. — Captain  William  Hancock,  having  complained  to  this 
board  that  he,  having  impressed  and  commanded  John  Tanyhill,  William 
Hutson,  Francis  Hill,  Edmund  Pearce,  Thomas  Jones,  George  Moy,  John 
Human,  John  Slocumb,  Thomas  Masters,  John  Shearrel,  Chnstopher  Miller, 
to  march  out  with  him  against  the  Indian  enemy,  they  utterly  refused  to 
obey  his  command,  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  this  government : 

Therefore  it  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  the  provost  marshal  of  the 
county  of  Bath  do  take  the  several  persons  above  named  into  his  custody, 
until  they  give  good  security  for  their  appearance  at  the  next  general  court, 
to  answer  the  said  complaint 
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April  14,  1713.— It  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  if,  for  the  future,  any 
Indians  shall  be  sent  in  to  the  Honorable  the  President,  for  any  crimes  of 
misdemeanors,  the  said  president  is  hereby  fiilly  empowered  to  inflict  such 
immediate  punishment  on  them  as  he  shall  think  ^e  crime  requires,  or  as 
might  or  could  be  done  if  the  council  were  there  present 


No.  XIV. 


Extracts  from  the  Original  Minutbs  of  tub  Lords  Proprietors* 
Deputies,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  lords  proprietors'  deputies,  at  the  house  of  the  Hon. 
Major-general  Pollock,  in  Chowan,  on  the  12th  day  of  September,  A.D. 
1712,  where  was  present, 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Pollock,  Thomas  Boyd,  Nath.  Chevin,  William  Reed, 
Tobias  Knight,  Esqrs.,  lords  proprietors'  deputies  : 

It  having  pleased  Almighty  God  to  take  out  of  this  life  the  Hon.  Edward 
Hyde,  Esq.,  late  governor,  captain-general,  and  administrator  of  this  prov- 
ince ;  the  above-named  deputies,  in  pursuance  of  the  lords  proprietors'  in- 
structions, and  for  the  better  government  of  this  country  and  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  same,  do  unanimously  make  choice  of  the  Hon.  Major-general 
Thomas  Pollock  to  be  president  of  the  council  and  commander-in-chief  for 
this  government,  until  the  lords  proprietors'  pleasure  be  further  known. 

And  thereupon  the  said  Thomas  Pollock  solemnly  took  and  subscribed 
the  oath  required  by  law  to  be  taken  for  his  qualification,  together  with  the 
oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  all  governors  and  commanders-in-chief,  for 
the  due  observation  of  the  laws  of  trade,  and  then  took  his  place  at  the 
board  accordingly. 

The  Lady  Elizabeth  Blake,  toidow  and  relict  to  the  Hon,  Joseph  Blake,  Eeq,^ 
late  Oovemor^  deceased^  and  guardian  to  the  Hon.  Joseph  Blake,  Esq,^  a 
minory  one  of  the  true  and  absolute  Lords  Proprietors  of  the  Province  qf  Car- 
olina^  to  Major  Christopher  Gale,  Esq. : 

Whereas  it  is  agreed  by  the  lords  proprietors  of  Carolina,  according  to 
the  powers  granted  to  them  by  their  charter,  bearing  date  the  80th  day  of 
June,  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  that  each 
of  the  lords  proprietors  should  make  a  deputy,  to  be  his  representative  in 
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the  General  Assembly  and  CJouncil  of  Carolina,  I,  by  virtue  of  being  guard- 
ian to  the  said  Joseph  Blake,  minor,  as  aforesaid,  and  ont  of  the  trost  and 
confidence  I  have  of  the  prudence,  wisdom,  and  loyalty  of  you,  the  said 
Christopher  Gale,  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  you  the  said  Christopher 
Gale  to  be  deputy,  during  my  pleasure,  to  the  said  Joseph  Blake,  in  that 
part  of  our  province  of  Carolina  that  lies  north  and  east  of  Cape  Fear,  with 
full  power  to  act  and  exercise  all  such  powers  and  authorities  as  to  a  lord 
proprietor's  deputy  do  belong,  and  which  are  consonant  to  our  said  charter 
and  the  laws  passed  and  confirmed  by  us. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  23d  day  of  July,  1*712. 

Elizabeth  Blake. 


Instructions   for  Daniel  Richardson,   Esq.,   our  Rbobiver-obneral 
OF  North  Carolina. 

We  herewith  deliver  to  you  a  commission  to  be  receiver-general  of  that 
part  of  our  province  that  lies  north  and  east  of  Cape  Fear,  to  receive  to  our 
use  all  dues  and  rents,  fines  and  forfeitures,  that  of  right  belong  to  us,  which 
commissiorif  as  also  those  instructions,  you  are  to  get  registered  in  the  sec- 
retary's office  in  our  said  province. 

You  are  to  inform  yourself,  by  all  means  you  can,  what  fines  have  been 
set  upon  any  persons  for  misdemeanors  in  any  of  our  courts,  and  to  receive 
the  same  to  our  use ;  and  in  case  of  denial  of  payment,  to  use  all  lawful 
means  for  the  recovery  of  the  same. 

You  are  to  take  into  your  possession  our  share  of  ambergrease,  and  all 
such  other  things  as  of  right  belong  to  us. 

You  are  to  use  all  possible  diligence  to  inform  yourself  of  all  lands  that 
have  been  granted  to  any  person  whatsoever  in  that  part  of  our  province,  in 
which  you  are  to  observe  these  particulars,  viz.:  How  much  land  each  person 
does  possess,  in  what  parish,  and  in  what  county,  by  what  rent — ^whether  by 
twelve  pence  per  one  hundred  acres,  or  penny  per  acre ;  what  any  person 
is  in  arrears,  and  if  above  twelve  months,  to  order  our  attorney-general  to 
summon  them,  and  on  failure  of  compliance,  proceed  to  prosecute  them  for 
recovery  of  the  same. 

All  which  you  are  regularly  to  form  into  a  regular  rent-roll,  and  regularly 
to  enter  into  your  roll-book ;  and  in  like  manner  all  lands  that  shall  here- 
after be  granted,  and  to  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  us  once  every  year. 

You  are,  out  of  our  moneys,  dues,  and  rents  you  shall  receive  as  aforesaid, 
to  pay  to  the  respective  officers  for  the  time  being,  as  hereunder  mentioned, 
their  respective  yearly  salaries,  without  any  pretence  whatsoever,  by  even 
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quarterly  payments,  beginning  from  the  time  of  their  eiatrance  upon  their 
respective  oflSces,  viz. : 

To  the  governor  for  the  time  being  £200  yearly,  and  to  commence  from 
the  time  of  his  first  arrival. 

To  the  chief-justice  for  the  time  being,  £60  yearly. 

To  the  secretary  for  the  time  being,  £40  yearly. 

To  the  attorney-general  for  the  time  being,  £40  yearly. 

And  to  Richard  Shelton,  secretary  at  our  board,  £40  sterling  yearly. 

The  rest  that  you  receive,  you  are  to  dispose  of  as  you  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  directed  by  us. 

You  are  to  take  to  yourself  after  the  rate  of  10  per  cent  of  all  moneys, 
goods,  and  merchandises  of  ours  you  shall  receive  and  dispose  of  according 
to  our  orders. 

In  your  accounts  you  are  to  keep  the  several  articles  of  purchaao-money 
apart  by  themselves,  together  with  an  account  of  the  date  of  the  month, 
and  in  what  year  the  land  was  sold. 

The  several  articles  of  moneys  received  for  the  rent  of  lands,  you  are 
likewise  to  keep  separate  and  apart  by  themselves  in  your  rent-roll,  and  to 
distinguish  how  much  of  the  same  was  due. 

You  are  to  take  notice,  that  all  such  money  which  you  shall  receive, 
either  for  the  purchase  of  lands  or  for  chief  rents  which  shall  be  due  to  the 
lords  proprietors  after  the  date  hereof,  must  be  in  sterling  money  of  Great 
Britain,  or  the  true  value  thereof. 

You  are  to  present  your  accounts  to  the  governor  and  three  of  the  com- 
missioners for  auditing  the  same,  once  every  three  months,  and  oftener  if 
required,  to  be  examined  and  approved  of  by  them,  according  to  the  form 
usual.  And  at  such  the  times  of  passing  your  accounts,  the  money  that 
shall  remain  due  to  us  shall  be  continued  in  your  custody,  that  thereby  our 
said  moneys  may  always  be  ready  to  answer  all  such  orders  as  we  shall  give 
about  the  same. 

You  are  to  inquire  what  forfeited  estates  there  are  of  felons,  or  of  per- 
sons dying  intestate  and  leaving  no  heirs,  and  of  right  escheat  to  us,  and 
take  the  same  into  your  possession. 

You  are  always  to  transmit  your  accounts  to  us,  so  approved  by  our  com- 
missioners, by  the  next  respective  ships,  with  an  account  also  of  our  cash  in 
bank. 

In  all  the  foregoing,  and  whatooever  is  of  consequence,  you  are  to  take 
the  direction  and  advice  of  the  governor,  and  two  at  least  of  the  commis- 
sioners. 

You  are,  before  your  entry  into  your  said  office,  to  take  the  oaths  ap- 
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pointed  by  act  of  parliament  instead  of  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  suprem- 
acy, and  the  test  and  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  lords  proprietors,  and  the 
oath  for  the  due  execution  of  your  place  and  trust 

Given  at  Craven  House,  under  our  hands  and  seals,  this  29th  day  of 
January,  1711-12. 

Beaufort  Palatine,      J.  Danson, 
Cartebet,  M.  Ashley,  for 

M.  Ashley,  Jos.  Blake. 

J.  Colleton, 

Recorded  by  order  of  council,  April  27,  1713. 

Tobias  Enioht,  Secretary. 


January  9,  1712-13. —  Whereas  the  Hon.  Richard  Sanderson,  Esq.,  dep- 
uty to  the  heirs  of  Seth  Southel),  deceased,  one  of  the  lords  proprietors  of 
this  province,  hath  not  for  a  considerable  time  past  given  his  attendance  on 
the  council  or  Assembly,  nor  given  any  reason  why  he  has  not  come;  and 
whereas  the  present  emergencies  of  the  government  require  the  said  San- 
derson's attendance,  or  some  other  in  his  stead : 

It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  board,  that  the  said  Richard  Sanderson  do 
give  his  personal  attendance  at  the  next  council  (having  notice  thereof),  or 
that  he  be  suspended  in  the  said  deputation,  and  some  other  fit  person  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead :  and  that  the  secretary  do  take  care  to  send  a  copy  of 
this  order  to  him. 


January  9,  1712-13. — Madam  Catharine  Hyde  came  before  this  board, 
and  was  admitted  to  prove  upon  oath  the  importation  of  eight  pei-sons  into 
this  government,  viz. :  Edward  Hyde,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Penelope  Hyde,  William 
Clayton,  John  Lovick,  Mary  Tudo,  James  Gregory,  Andrew  Stephenson, 
and  herself. 


January  9,  1712-13. — Major  Christopher  Gale  was  admitted  to  prove 
upon  oath  the  importation  of  four  rights,  for  which  he  has  not  as  yet  taken 
up  any  land,  viz. :  himself  twice,  his  daughter  Eliza  and  Arthur  Harris,  and 
assigned  the  same  over  to  Colonel  William  Reed. 


April  14,  1713. — ^Daniel  Richardson,  Esq.,  receiver-general,  having  rep- 
resented to  this  board  that,  by  his  instructions,  the  lords  proprietors  do 
require  that  the  purchase-money  of  lands  hereafter  to  be  sold,  as  also  the 
chief  rents  reserved  thereon,  shall  be  paid  in  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain, 
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or  the  true  value  thereof,  which  cannot  by  any  means  be  strictly  complied 
with  in  this  country ;  and  the  said  Daniel  Richardson  being  also  directed  in 
his  said  instructions  to  take  advice  of  all  matters  therein  contained  of  the 
president  and  council,  did  apply  himself ' to  this  board  for  advice  therein; 
and  this  board  having  considered  thereupon,  and  compared  the  aforesaid 
instructions  with  the  instructions  lately  sent  upon  that  head  to  the  late  Gov- 
ernor Hyde,  deceased,  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  Daniel  Richardson  may, 
for  any  term  within  seven  years  from  the  date  of  the  said  Governor  Hyde's 
instructions,  agree  for  and  contract  with  any  person  for  lands,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  pounds  per  thousand  acres,  to  be  paid  in  any  good  and  merchantable 
commodities  of  this  country  at  the  rated  price.  And  it  is  further  the  opinion 
of  this  board,  that  rice,  well  dressed  and  cleaned,  at  the  rate  of  seventeen 
shillings  and  sixpence  per  hundred,  is  the  true  value  of  sterling  money. 


April  14, 1713. — Daniel  Richardson,  Esq.,  the  lords  proprietors'  receiver- 
general,  having  requested  the  opinion  of  this  board  whether  it  be  practicable 
or  possible  for  him  to  pay  the  several  officers'  salary  at  quarterly  payments, 
pursuant  to  a  paragraph  of  his  instructions  for  that  purpose, — it  is  the  opin- 
ion of  this  board  that  the  same  cannot  be  complied  with,  and  that  it  is  suffi- 
cient if  payments  thereof  be  made  once  in  every  year. 


August  7,  1713. — It  being  represented  and  complained  of  to  this  board 
that  Richard  Jasper  hath  sold  as  a  slave  one  of  our  friendly  Indians : 

Wherefore  it  is  ordered  by  this  board,  that  the  provost  marshal  of  Bath 
county,  or  his  deputy,  do  take  the  said  Jasper  into  his  custody,  and  him 
hold  until  he  give  good  security  to  appear  before  the  board,  on  the  third 
day  of  the  next  general  court,  to  answer  the  said  complaint 


August  7,  1713. — Upon  reading  of  a  letter  laid  before  this  board  by  the 
Honorable  the  President  from  the  lords  proprietors,  wherein  the  lords  propri- 
etors do  direct  us  to  forbear  any  acts  of  hostility  or  severity  against  Colonel 
Cary  or  his  adherents  for  any  of  their  late  crimes  or  misdemeanors  in  this 
government,  until  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Nicholson  whom  they  have  author- 
ized to  inquire  into  those  matters : 

It  is  thereupon  agreed  that  all  further  prosecution  against  the  said  Cary 
or  any  of  his  adherents,  for  any  crimes,  mutiny,  insurrections,  or  rebellions 
past,  be  respited  until  the  arrival  of  the  said  Colonel  Nicholson,  pursuant  to 
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the  directions  of  the  lords  proprietors  aforesaid,  or  until  we  are  certainly  ad- 
vised that  the  said  Nicholson's  intentions  of  coming  are  altered* 


August  7, 1718. — Ordered,  that  Captain  Jenkins  do  deliver  to  the  provost 
marshal  a  mulatto  boy  which  he  pretends  was  bound  to  him  by  his  parents, 
in  order  that  he  may  be  sent  to  his  said  parents  again. 


No.  XV. 

CoLONBL  Pollock  to  the  Lords  Proprietors. 

[Fhm  the  Pollock  MSS.] 

[extract.] 
Gektlemen  :—  Sq)tmnbtr  9,  1712. 

After  mine  to  you  of  yesterday's  date,  we  had  the  great  misfortune  to 
lose  our  governor,  who  deceased  yesterday  about  twelve  of  the  clock,  of  a 
violent  fever  which  had  held  him  seven  days,  and  hath  left  us  in  a  most  de- 
plorable condition :  a  barbarous  enemy  to  deal  with ;  a  scarcity  of  provision 
— being  scarce  able  to  supply  our  garrisons  and  what  small  forces  we  have 
out ;  and,  the  worst  of  all,  a  divided,  ungovernable  people.  But  I  hope  God, 
in  his  good  time,  will  deliver  us  from  all  these  afflictions  and  difficulties. 


Extract  from  Col.  Pollock's  Letter-Book. 

Gentlemen  :—  September  16,  1712. 

The  importunity  of  the  council  at  this  juncture  hath  prevailed  with  me 
to  accept  this  place,  much  contrary  to  my  intention  and  inclinations.  And 
these  few  lines  are  only  to  acquaint  you  that  you  may  be  assured  that  there 
shall  be  nothing  wanting  of  my  endeavors  in  hastening  out  what  forces  I 
can  to  your  assistance.  As  for  those  two  men  at  Caretuck,  Cox  and  Stafford, 
the  highest  punishment  you  can  inflict  on  them,  I  believe,  is  little  enough. 
But  I  should  be  very  much  troubled  if  my  administration  should  begin  with 
the  death  of  any  of  our  people.  Wherefore,  I  would  desire  you,  if  the  court- 
martial  has  proceeded  so  far  as  to  give  judgment  of  death  upon  them,  to 
respite  the  execution  until  you  have  an  answer  and  result  from  me,  and  the 
council.     Gentlemen,  God  Almighty  give  success  to  your  endeavors,  which 

shall  be  the  daily  prayer  of. 

Gentlemen,  yours,  etc. 
(A  true  copy,  sent  by  Mayor  Chevin.) 
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Col.  Polloc?k  to  the  Lords  Proprietors. 

[From  Pollock  MSS.] 

May  it  please  your  Lordships  : —  September  20, 1712. 

Amongst  the  many  and  great  judgments  it  hath  pleased  God  to  inflict 
on  the  poor  people  of  the  north  part  of  your  province  of  Carolina,  the  death 
of  Governor  Hyde  is  none  of  the  least.  For  thereby  we  have  not  only  lost 
the  great  intei-est  we  had  with  your  lordships,  but  also  with  the  neighboring 
governments;  and  albeit  he  and  the  council  have  used  their  utmost  endeav- 
ors to  unite  and  reconcile  all  differences  among  the  people,  in  order  to  which 
(according  to  the  purport  of  your  lordships'  instructions  to  him)  have  issued 
out  a  proclamation,  pardoning  any  that  had  any  hand  in  the  late  rebellious 
practices,  excepting  only  Colonel  Thomas  Carey,  Mr.  John  Porter,  senior, 
Edmund  Porter,  Mr.  Emanuel  Low,  Mr.  Roach,  and  two  or  three  more  here, 
who  have  been  chief  instruments  in  stirring  up  the  people.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing, it  hath  not  produced  the  desired  effects,  the  people  still  continuing 
stubborn  and  disobedient ;  some  few  evil-disposed  persons  still  blowing  up 
the  coals  of  dissension  amongst  them,  to  the  great  hindrance  of  carrying  on 
the  war  against  the  Indian  enemies. 

The  real  desire  to  serve  her  majesty,  your  lordships,  and  the  poor  people 
here,  with  the  importunity  of  the  council,  have  forced  me  to  accept  of  the 
administration  at  this  time  when  the  country  seems  to  labor  under  insupera- 
ble difficulties,  when  in  more  peaceable  times  I  have  refused  it.  And  I 
assure  your  lordships,  that  I  will  faithfully  and  truly  serve  you  to  the  utter- 
most of  my  power  and  knowledge,  until  you  are  pleased  to  appoint  some 
other.  In  the  mean  time  I  think  it  my  duty,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  to  lay  be- 
fore you  the  true  state  of  the  country. 

The  people  of  this  government  are  greatly  impoverished :  those  at  Neuse 
and  Paraplico  having  most  of  their  houses  and  household  goods  burnt,  their 
stocks  of  cattle,  hogs,  horses,  etc.,  killed  and  carried  away,  and  their  planta- 
tions ruined  by  the  Indians,  they  forced  to  secure  themselves  in  forts,  as  we 
likewise  on  the  south  and  southwest  shore  of  Chowan,  where  I  live,  are 
forced  to  do.  Then,  we  in  Albemarle  county  ar*-  forced  to  supply  those  in 
Neuse  and  Pamplico  with  grain,  and  the  forces  we  sent  from  hence,  likewise 
the  Ashley  River  Indians ;  whereby  our  trade  is  ruined,  there  being  no  grain, 
and  little  or  no  pork  this  two  or  three  years  to  send  out ;  so  that  what  few 
vessels  come  in  can  have  little  or  nothing  unless  a  little  pitch  or  tar ;  so  that 
many  have  not  wherewith  to  pay  their  debts,  and  but  few  that  can  supply 
themselves  with  clothing  necessary  for  their  families.    Then  the  public  is 
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several  thousand  pounds  in  debt  for  men's  wages  employed  in  the  country's 
service,  ammunition,  provisions,  vessels'  hire,  agents'  and  messengers'  charges 
to  our  neighboring  governments,  and  several  other  things  too  tedious  to 
trouble  your  lordships  with.  The  Indian  war  continuing  still,  the  dissension 
and  disobedience  as  much  as  ever  amongst  the  people,  which  with  the  want 
of  ready  pay  to  pay  off  the  people  that  have  been  out  in  the  country's  ser- 
nce,  is  the  greatest  mischief  of  all ;  so  that,  albeit  in  our  last  Assembly  we 
had  an  act  made,  that  every  person  that  would  not  go  out  in  the  country's 
service  against  the  Indians  should  forfeit  and  pay  five  pounds  toward  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  the  war,  notwithstanding  which  act  few  or  none  would  go 
out ;  albeit  Governor  Hyde  was  just  beginning  to  put  the  law  in  execution, 
when  he  died;  thei*e  being  now  but  a  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  men  in 
all,  at  Neuse  with  Colonel  Mitchell  and  Colonel  McRay,  who  are  commanders 
for  this  expedition  against  the  Indians — too  few  a  number  to  conquer  the 
Tuscaroras ;  only  we  are  in  hopes  of  getting  some  men  from  this  county,  and 
also  are  in  expectation  (by  letters  from  Governor  Craven  and  our  agent) 
of  Indians  from  South  Carolina  to  assist  us. 

There  hath  been  likewise  some  Tuscarora  Indians  with  the  Governor  of 
Virginia,  and  they  pretend  a  great  willingness  to  a  peace.  In  order  to  which 
they  are  to  be  with  him  again  the  28th  of  this  instant,  September,  where 
we  send  in  likewise  two  agents,  Mr.  Tobias  Knight  and  Major  Christopher 
Gale,  not  with  any  expectation  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia  making  a  peace 
for  us,  for  that  would  be  dishonorable  to  your  lordships,  and  a  means  to 
render  us  contemptible  to  the  Indians,  but  to  see  what  articles  they  propose. 
But  I  believe  this  pretending  to  peace  is  only  for  delaying  of  time,  until  they 
get  their  corn  gathered  in  their  forts,  and  until  they  see  if  they  can  have  any 
help  from  the  five  confederate  nations  of  Indians,  commonly  called  Senecas. 

Your  lordships  may  see  from  this  brief  relation,  what  inextricable  difl[icul- 
ties  we  are  plunged  into :  our  enemies  strong  and  numerous,  well  provided 
with  arms  and  ammunition ;  our  people  poor,  dispirited,  undisciplined,  tim- 
orous, divided,  and  generally  disobedient ;  and  not  only  a  great  want  of  arms 
and  ammunition,  but  likewise  the  poor  men  who  have  been  out  in  the  service 
of  the  country,  for  want  of  their  pay,  are  in  want  of  clothing,  so  that  they 
are  not  well  able  to  hold  out  in  the  woods  in  the  cold  weather  after  the 
Indians.  And  if  the  government  of  South  Carolina  had  not  assisted  us 
with  their  Indians,  in  all  probability  Neuse  and  Pamplico  had  been  deserted, 
and  I  believe  a  great  deal  more  of  the  country,  by  this  time.  And  in  all 
probability,  if  Colonel  Barnwell  had  done  his  part,  albeit  the  most  part  of 
his  Indians  had  left  him,  the  war  had  been  ended  by  this  time.  For  Col- 
onel Mitchell,  a  Swiss  gentleman  who  came  in  with  Baron  de  Graffenreid, 
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having  continued  to  draw  the  trenches  within  eleven  yards  of  their  fort,  be- 
ing only  palisades,  had  raised  a  batttery  very  near,  and  had  planted  two 
great  gnns,  had  got  great  quantities  of  light  wood  and  combustible  iiaggots 
to  fill  all  up  between  the  end  of  the  trenches  and  the  palisades,  so  that  the 
Indians  within  the  fort  (who  were  in  a  manner  all  that  had  any  hand  in  the 
massacre)  would  have  surrendered  on  any  terms ;  yet  he  made  a  sham  peace 
with  them,  and  let  them  all  go,  which  he  and  they  both  broke  in  a  very 
few  days  after.  The  taking  of  this  fort  (where  the  most  of  our  enemy  In- 
dians were)  would  have  discouraged  the  rest  so  much,  that  they  would 
either  have  complied  on  our  terms,  or  left;  the  country,  and  would  have  en- 
couraged our  people  much  in  taking  so  many  slaves.  Apd  albeit  Colonel 
BarnwelFs  Indians  killed  forty  or  fifty  Cores,  Bear  River,  Neuse,  and  Mat- 
amuskeet  Indian  men,  and  took  near  upon  two  hundred  of  their  women  and 
children ;  yet  in  all  the  time  he  was  here,  not  above  thirty  Tiiscarora 
Indians  were  kille<l,  that  we  can  hear  of — the  others  being  small  nations, 
not  able  of  themselves  to  hurt  us.  All  these  things,  I  doubt  not,  Governor 
Hyde  hath  given  you  a  large  account  of  before  this  time.  I  hope  your 
lordships  will  consider  our  distressed  condition,  being  greatly  in  want  of 
arms  and  anomunition. 

I  hope  the  consideration  of  the  great  extremity  we  are  brought  to,  that 
we  are  Christians,  her  majesty's  subjects,  and  your  lordships'  tenants,  the 
venturing  of  our  lives,  and  spending  our  estates  for  the  preservation  of  your 
lordships'  land,  will  move  your  lordships  to  assist  us  by  such  ways  and  means 
as  your  lordships  shall  think  fit,  especially  with  arms  and  ammunition,  or 
twenty  big  guns  and  round-shot  answerable,  two  hundred  small,  good,  well- 
fixed  fire-locks  ....  or  -000  gun-flints,  which  I  hope  suflScient  to 
carry  on  and  finish  the  war,  and  may  be  a  public  magazine  to  be  kept  al- 
ways ready  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 


CoLONBL  Pollock  to  Lord  Carterbt. 

[1XTRAOT8.3 

[From  the  Pollock  MSB.] 

May  it  pleasb  your  Lordship  : —  Sqdember  20, 1712. 

Having  been  your  father's  and  your  deputy  here  about  these  twenty 
years  last  past,  which  your  lordship  hath  favorably  confirmed,  I  think  it 
therefore  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  all  matters  of  moment  relating  to  the 
government  here.  The  death  of  Governor  Hyde  hath  been  of  fatal  conse- 
quence to  this  government     He  had  labored  under  abundance  of  difficulties 
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since  his  arrival  here,  by  the  divisions  and  differences  amongst  the  inhabit- 
ants and  the  Indian  war;  all  which  I  believe  I  raay  truly  declare  hath  been 
chiefly  occasioned  by  ...  .  and  some  few  evil-disposed  persons,  with 
the  whole  body  of  the  Quakers,  who  joined  them,  and  were  chief  instru- 
ments to  stir  up  Colonel  Carey  to  act  as  he  did ;  and  albeit  these  Quakers 
were  very  active  in  persuading  and  assisting  the  people  to  rise  fof  Colonel 
Carey  against  Governor  Hyde,  yet  now  in  this  Indian  war,  wherein  Xeuse 
and  Pamplico,  and  the  south  and  southwest  shore  of  Chowan,  which  is  the 
best  part  of  the  government,  are  in  great  danger  to  be  greatly  deserted,  yet 
they  neither  will  assist  themselves  nor  suffer  others,  but  hinder  and  dissuade 
them  all  they  can,  they  having  great  influence  on  iho  common  people, 
and  will  not  so  much  as  send  their  arms  to  those  who  are  willing  to  go, 
and,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  hide  them  for  fear  of  their  being  pressed. 


So  that  we  labor  now  under  these  diflUculties  following :  An  Indian  war 
heavy  upon  us ;  the  public  some  thousand  pounds  in  debt,  so  not  able  to 
pay  off"  the  men  who  go  out  to  the  war,  which  greatly  discourages  them, 
there  being  no  way  to  pay  them  but  by  these  fines,  which  will  take  a  long 
time  and  be  very  difiicult  to  raise,  and  some  customs  laid  on  goods  import- 
ed, which,  our  trade  now  quite  l^iiling,  comes  to  nothing ;  and  lastly,  the 
disobedience  and  stubbornness  of  the  people,  which  is  of  more  consequence 
than  any  of  the  rest,  and  chiefly  occasioned  by  these  Quakers  and  some 
few  other  evil-disposed  persons,  who  have  been  a  plague  to  this  government 
these  four  or  five  years  last  past,  and  who  easily  may  be  known  by  Governor 
Hyde's  reiterated  complaints  against  them  to  your  lordship. 

I,  out  of  the  great  confidence  I  have  of  your  lordship's  great  and  good 
character,  and  intending  to  lay  every  thing  from  me,  belonging  to  this  coun- 
try, at  your  lordship's  feet,  have  inclosed  a  letter  from  me  to  your  board, 
begging  the  favor,  after  your  perusal,  to  have  it  sealed  and  delivered  at 
the  board ;  and  that  your  lordship,  with  his  excellency  the  palatine  and  the 
rest  of  the  lords  proprietor^,  will  assist  what  you  can  this  poor  distressed 
people,  not  only  with  arms  and  ammunition,  which  are  greatly  wanted,  but 
with  what  influence  your  lordship  hath  over  the  government  of  South 
Carolina,  which  is  the  most  capable  to  assist  us  with  their  Indians,  and  with 
the  least  charge;  as  likewise,  I  doubt  not,  your  lordships  may  procure  her 
majesty's  order  to  the  government  of  Virginia,  who  are  near,  and  may 
readily  help.  If  your  lordship  has  any  intention  of  taking  up  a  manor  in 
this  government,  and  if  the  Indians  are  conquered,  there  is,  by  report,  a 
seat  of  extraordinary  land  upon  Neuse  River,  about  twenty-five  miles  higher 
than  Baron  de  Graffenreid's  settlement :  navigation  to  it  with  boats  or  shal- 
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lops Colonel  Barnwell,  commander  of  the  Indians  from  South 

Carolina,  expected  to  have  had  it ;  and  Governor  Hyde  had  entered  it,  but 
bv  his  death  it  is  clear. 


CoLONBL  Pollock  to  Officers  of  thb  Army, 
[extkaots.] 
[From  the  Pollock  MSS.] 
Gentlemen,  Friends,  and  Neighbors  : —  October  8, 1712. 

I  have  received  and  with  grief  of  heart  considered  your  address  to  the 
council,  and  shall  lay  it  before  them  as  soon  as  I  can  get  them  together,  and 
in  the  mean  time  shall  use  my  uttermost  endeavors  in  redressing  your  wants 
of  men,  provision,  and  ammunition. 


Gentlemen  and  friends,  our  all  lies  now  at  stake, — our  country,  our 
wives,  our  children,  our  estates,  and  all  that  is  dear  to  us.  Let  us  there- 
fore bear  with  patience  some  hardships  :  let  us  strive  against  all  difficulties. 
Who  can  tell  but  God  hath  appointed  you  to  be  the  defenders  and  deliverers 
of  our  country  ?  We  have  lost  one  opportunity  already  of  delivering  of 
our  country  in  not  taking  Cotechney  Fort  last  spring ;  and  now  another  op- 
portunity is  oflfered,  for  God's  sake  let  us  make  use  of  it,  for  if  we  lose  it, 
we  can  never  in  reason  expect  such  another. 


Wherefore,  gentlemen,  let  us  look  to  God,  and  implore  his  assistance  and 
direction ;  let  us  lay  aside  all  animosity,  differences,  and  dissensions  amongst 
ourselves ;  let  us  shun  such,  as  we  would  slmn  the  plague,  that  endeavor  to 
raise  mutinies  or  to  sow  the  seeds  of  dissension  amongst  us.  As  for  my 
own  part,  I  take  God  to  my  witness,  that  I  have  not  been  wanting,  nor  shall 
not  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  power,  in  my  true  endeavors  for  the 
country's  good ;  the  peace  and  prosperity  whereof  shall  be  still  the  chief 
and  only  aim  of  him  who  is  in  all  sincerity. 

Gentlemen,  etc. 

Colonel  Pollock  to  Governor  Spotswood. 

[extracts.] 

[From  the  Pollock  3fSS.] 
Honored  Sir  :—  Odober  5, 1712. 

Our  agents,  Mr.  Tobias  Knight  and  Major  Gale,  were  here  the  28th  of 

the  last  month,  in  order  to  have  waited  on  your  honor,  concerning  the  meet- 


412  HISTORY  OP  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

iDg  with  the  Indians.  Bat  Tom  Blount  having  been  here  some  days  before, 
I  having  told  him  that  your  honor  and  the  council  in  Virginia  expected  him 
in  about  that  time,  and  that  he  would  do  well  to  go  in  accordingly  :  he 
answered  that  a  messenger  from  you  told  him  that  he  should  be  in  in  forty 
days,  or,  at  furthest,  in  sixty  days,  and  that  by  that  time  he  would  be  id 
with  you.  He  seemed  to  be  very  earnest  for  peace,  and  to  have  a  trade  as 
formerly,  which  I  utterly  denied  him,  unless  he  would  engage  tb  bring  in 
Hancock,  and  cut  off  all  those  that  had  any  hand  in  killing  and  robbing  the 
inhabitants  here,  and  bring  in  their  scalps.  And  for  his  pretending  the 
want  of  ammunition,  I  promised  him,  if  he  would  bring  in  twelve  hostages 
from  each  town  or  fort,  that  I  would  let  him  have  ammunition ;  only  for  his 
town  we  would  desire  no  hostages,  for  the  trust  that  we  put  in  him.  Of 
which  proposal  he  seemed  pretty  well  satisfied,  and  was  sure,  he  said,  of  four 
of  their  towns  that  would  agree  with  us,  and  he  believed  all  would  ;  only  he 
would  go  home,  and  conclude  with  the  rest,  and  be  in  here  again  the  iTth 
of  this  month,  and  from  thence  he  would  go  straight  to  your  honor ;  at 
which  time  our  agents  will  be  in  with  him. 

A  packet-boat  is  newly  arrived  here  from  South  Carolina,  with  our  agent 
that  was  sent  there  in  June  last,  by  whom,  and  letters  from  Governor  Craven 
and  some  other  gentlemen,  we  understand  that  their  governor,  council,  and 
Assembly  had  agreed  to  send  one  thousand  Indians  and  forty  or  fifty  white 
men  for  our  assistance,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  James  Moor,  son  to 
Colonel  Moor,  late  governor  of  South  Carolina, — a  young  man  of  a  very  good 
character.  They  were  to  set  out  the  15th  of  the  last  month.  The  governor 
hastens  them  away,  and  is  intended  to  accompany  them  to  the  uttermost 
bounds  of  the  inhabitants  of  his  government. 

Sir,  we  labor  here  under  almost  insupportable  difficulties,  having  a 
troublesome  war  upon  hand,  great  poverty  and  sickness,  and,  the  worst  of 
all,  an  unreasonable  and  ungovernable  people.  I  hope  your  honor  will  as- 
sist us  what  you  can  to  bring  this  war  to  an  honorable  end,  and  favor 
me  with  your  advice  in  this  troublesome  juncture,  which  will  infinitely 
oblige,  &c^  &c. 

Colonel  Pollock  to  Governor  Spotswood. — 1712. 

[From  the  Pollock  MSS.] 
Honored  Sir  : — 

Yours  of  the  11th  instant  is  now  before  me ;  and  as  for  the  Tnscaroras, 

I  should  be  very  unwilling  that  the  innocent  should  suffer  with  the  guilty, 
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if  possible  to  distinguish  them ;  and  am  altogether  of  your  honor's  opinion, 
that  there  is  no  dependence  on  their  promises,  they  being  bound  by  no  ties 
of  religion,  honor,  nor  honesty.  But  I  am  forced  at  present  to  bear  with, 
and  prolong  the  time  with  Tom  Blount,  by  reason  the  forces  from  Ashley 
River  are  not  yet  arrived,  and  we  being  open  to  him.  Tom  Blount  and 
about  sixteen  of  his  men  came  in  here  on  Monday  last,  being  four  days  later 
than  the  time  promised.  He  said  he  came  out  time  enough  to  be  here  at 
the  time  agreed  upon,  but  hearing  that  some  of  the  Cotechny  Indians  were 
got  on  this  side  Pamplico  River,  he  followed  them  two  or  three  days,  which 
hindered  him  that  he  could  not  come  in  at  the  time  appointed.  He  seemed 
willing  to  go  to  your  honor  without  interpreter ;  but  after  some  questions 
and  answers,  and  after  that  I  told  him  he  could  expect  nothing  here,  nor,  I 
believed,  from  your  honor,  until  he  brought  in  Hancock,  and  had  some 
assurance  of  his  performance  of  what  he  had  promised,  he  presently  an- 
swered that  one  of  his  men  had  seen  and  spoke  with  Hancock  on  this  side 
Pamplico  River,  and  that  he  would  go  and  bring  him  in,  if  possible,  and 
would  return  in  eight  days.  He  seems  not  to  doubt  finding  of  him,  only 
doubts  he  may  have  more  men  joined  with  him,  which,  if  he  has,  he  says 
he  will  pretend  friendship  to  him,  and  keep  hunting  with  him  until  he  get 
more  men  from  his  town  to  assist  him.  He  is  to  bring  him  in  alive ;  so  that 
his  own  word  makes  it  clear  there  is  no  dependence  on  his  promises,  who 
will  act  so  treacherously  to  those  of  his  own  nation,  and  his  near  relations. 

If  he  bring  him  in  (which  I  much  doubt),  I  will  immediately  give  your 
honor  an  account,  and  what  proposal  he  agrees  to  as  to  the  bringing  in  the 
hostages,  and  whether  he  and  his  men  will  engage  to  cut  off  all  the  enemy 
Indians  by  themselves,  or  in  conjunction  with  our  forces. 

If  he  bnng  him  not  now  in,  I  believe  we  must  expect  his  joining  with  the 
other  Tuscaroras  against  us,  which  may  prove  ver}'  fatal  to  this  government 
unless  assisted  by  you ;  and  I  hope  not  only  charity  will  move  your  Assem- 
bly to  assist  us,  as  being  neighbors,  fellow  Chnstians,  under  the  same  queen, 
but  also  interest ;  for  having  conquered  us,  it  will  undoubtedly  encourage 
more  nations  of  Indians  to  join  them,  which  may  likewise  endanger  your 
government 

Honored  sir,  I  doubt  not,  on  the  arrival  of  the  South  Carolina  forces,  a 
great  many  of  the  Tuscaroras  will  fly  northerly  on  the  hither  side  Pamplico 
and  Moratico,  expecting  the  South  Carolina  Indians  will  not  follow  them 
there  over  the  rivers,  so  that  if  your  honor  could  move  your  Assembly  to 
be  at  the  charge  of  raising  three  hundred  men,  with  the  Sappona  and  other 
Indians  (as  for  the  Meherrins  and  Nottoways,  there  is  no  trust  to  be  put  in 
them),  to  be  ready  at  a  day's  warning,  with  five  or  six  weeks'  provisions,  to 
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march,  to  stop  the  Tuscaroras  flying  northerly,  and  could  move  them  like- 
wise to  intrust  our  Assembly  for  eight  or  nine  hundred  yards  duffels,  to 
clothe  our  people  to  march  out  likewise,  they  being  so  poor  generally  here 
that  they  neither  are  all  clothed  to  endure  a  winter  campaign,  neither  have 
they  wherewith  to  buy  it,  neither  is  it  to  be  bought  here,  having  now  little 
or  no  trade ;  it  might  be  a  means  of  destroying  our  enemy  Indians,  and 
bring  the  rest  to  submit  on  reasonable  terms,  and  would  eternize  your 
honor's  fame  in  having  a  great  share  in  delivering  this  poor  country. 

I  hope  your  honor  will  pardon  my  tediousness  and  importunity,  the  real 
necessity  of  this  poor  people  in  general  urging  me  to  use  my  uttermost  en- 
deavor in  their  favor. 


Colonel  Pollock  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina. 

[kxtbiois.] 

[Fhm  the  Pollock  M8S.] 
Honored  Sir  :  Chowak,  February  20,  17  j|. 

We  were  at  a  loss  on  Colonel  Moore's  first  coming ;  for  our  men  that 
we  had  sent  out  in  August  and  September,  in  expectation  of  the  coming  in 
of  some  of  the  forces  and  staying  until  November,  had  eat  up  almost  all  the 
wheat  and  other  provision  sent  round. 


So  that,  when  your  forces  arrived,  I  thought  it  best  to  have  them  come 
and  stay  to  refresh  themselves  in  Albemarle  county,  until  provisions  could 
be  carried  round.  And  likewise  having  come  to  some  preliminary  articles 
of  agreement  with  some  of  the  chief  men  of  the  Tuscaroras,  who  had  prom- 
ised to  kill  and  bring  in  the  heads  or  scalps  of  all  our  enemy  Indians  that 
were  concerned  in  the  war  against  us,  against  the  first  of  January  then  next 

ensuing,  or ways hostages  for  every  fort ;  so  I 

was  willing  to  see  whether These  Indians  not  coming  as  they 

had  promised.  Colonel  Moore  marched  out  with  his  forces  from  hence  the 
iTth  of  last  month,  and  marched  out  from  Reading's  Fort  on  Pamplico  River 
the  4th  of  this  month,  having  been  stopped  there  by  extraordinaiy  deep  snow 
and  bad  weather  several  davs. 


Governor  Spotswood,  with  great  struggling  and  difficulty,  obtained  at  last 
from  his  Assembly  £180  to  be  laid  out  in  duffels  and  other  coarse  woollen, 
for  the  clothing  of  our  people  that  went  out  in  the  army,  and  likewise 
£1000  more,  to  be  managed  by  him,  for  our  assistance  in  carrying  on  die 
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war.  The  coarse  woollen  we  have  had,  and  he  seems  very  willing  to  march 
out  his  forces  to  our  assistance ;  but  provision  being  scarce,  we  may  fall  short 
of  supplying  either  force,  and  so  may  lose  the  benefit  of  both. 


With  my  utmost  gratitude,  I  accept  of  your  honor's  wholesome  advice 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Moseley;  for  I  know  he  was  the  chief  contriver  and 
carryer-on  of  Colonel  Carey's  rebellion  against  President  Glover^  and  like- 
wise of  the  diflference  between  Governor  Hyde  and  Colonel  Carey,  and  also, 
so  far  as  I  can  gather  from  the  best  intelligence  I  can  have,  the  chief  instru- 
ment that  caused  the  diflference  between  our  governor  and  Colonel  Barne- 
well,  as  likewise  of  his  not  taking  the  Fort  of  Cotechney ;  it  being  very  visi- 
ble to  any  thinking  man  that  he  endeavored  all  he  could  to  blacken  Gov- 
ernor Hyde's  administration,  thereby  to  endeavor  to  change  the  government; 
and  being,  as  may  be  reasonably  imagined,  in  hopes  that  such  an  address  as 
he  had  procured  from  our  Assembly  to  send  to  the  lords  proprietors  in  favor 
of  Colonel  Barnewell,  might  be  an  inducement  to  them  to  grant  him  the 
administration,  and  then  they  two,  with  the  interest  of  the  Quakers,  who  are 
the  chief  moulders  of  the  Assemblies  here,  might  have  carried  matters  on 
here  at  their  pleasure. 

As  for  Colonel  BamewelPs  proceeding  and  behavior  here,  I  will  endeavor 
to  inform  myself  what  I  can  therein,  and,  if  any  thing  material,  will  send  it 
by  the  next  return  of  your  sloop.  Only  his  transactions  here  with  Mr. 
Moseley,  albeit  so  open  in  their  effects,  yet  have  been  managed  so  closely 
that,  unless  that  letter  that  he  received  from  Mr.  Moseley  some  two  or  three 
days  before  his  making  that  sham  peace  with  the  Indians  could  be  procured, 
it  will  be  diflRcult  to  make  any  discovery  of  it 

As  for  news,  our  latest  from  Virginia  is  their  daily  expectation  of  Briga- 
dier Nicholson  from  England,  with  the  title  of  Visitor-general  of  all  her 
majesty's  plantations  on  the  continent  of  America.  From  Virginia,  they 
give  out  that  he  is  to  go  next  to  South  Carolina. 


CoLONBL  Pollock  to  Governor  Spotswood. 

[EzraAcr.] 

[From  the  Pollock  MSS.] 
Honored  Sir  :  February  24, 17|f- 

Tom  Blount  coming  here  this  day  with  a  letter  brought  him  by  four  of 
his  Indians  from  Albany,  a  copy  whereof  I  have  sent  you,  so  I  hope  there  is 
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no  great  danger  of  the  Seneca  Indians  coming  to  help  the  enemy.  The  In- 
dians at  Weekaconne,  I  understand,  have  joined  Tom  Blount ;  and  he  pre- 
tends that  he  will  not  help  nor  join  any  of  the  other  Indians,  who,  he  says, 
are  still  in  their  forts.  I  have  great  reasons  to  believe  he  is  real,  and  hope 
we  shall  find  him  so. 


Colonel  Pollock  to  Governor  Spotswood. 

[ixraicT.] 

[From  the  FoUoek  MSS.] 
Honorable  Sir  :—  Chowan,  January  26,  ITj^. 

By  yours  of  the  2l8t  instant,  by  Major  Gale,  I  perceive  your  dissatis- 
faction at  my  not  coming  in.  I  really  thought  that  Major  Gale  and  Mr. 
Paterson  might  have  easily  offered  such  reasons  for  my  stay  as  might  have 
been  satisfactory :  as  the  supplying  the  army  with  suflBcicnt  provision  of 
every  kind  to  carry  out  with  them,  the  fearing  every  hour  of  healing  of  dif- 
ference and  quarrels  between  our  people  and  the  Indians.  For  the  Indians 
having  destroyed  all  the  stocks  where  they  were  ordered  to  be,  begun  to 
spread  themselves  further  without  orders,  which  put  several  people  into  such 
a  ferment,  that  they  were  more  ready  to  fall  upon  the  South  Carolina  In- 
dians than  march  out  against  the  enemy.  And  as  for  our  agents,  they  had 
such  instructions  as  was  thought  necessary,  and  so  far  as  could  reasonably 

be  given,  which  I  can  easily  make  appear  to  your  honor,  if 

As  for  your  proposals,  which  I  had  account  of  from  Major  Gale,  of  your 
supplying  your  forces  with  provisions,  on  condition  the  deputies,  in  behalf 
of  the  lords  proprietors,  mortgage  all  the  land  on  the  north  side  of  Mara- 
tock ; — this,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  is  not  in  our  power  to  do,  having 
no  such  power  given  us,  neither  by  the  constitutions  nor  temporary  laws,  nor 
any  instructions  from  the  lords  proprietors,  that  ever  I  saw  or  heard  of. 


Colonel  Pollock  to  the  Governor  op  South  Carolina. 

[Fhm  the  Pollock  MSS.] 

North  Cabolina,  March  6, 17f}. 
Mat  it  please  your  Excellency: — 

As  to  the  making  clear  to  the  Five  Nations  that  the  Tuscaroras  were  the 
first  causes  of  the  war,  I  doubt  not  but  Governor  Hyde  hath  given  you  a  full 
account  of  their  taking  Baron  de  Graffenreid,  a  Swiss  nobleman,  who  came 
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here  to  settle  a  colony  of  Switsers  and  palatines ;  and  one  Mr.  Lawson,  our 
snrvejor-general,  they  killed  after  a  barbarous  manner,  and  in  five  or  six 
days  after  massacred  and  took  about  a  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  of  our 
people,  and  all  without  any  cause  that  we  know  of,  or  any  complaint  made 
unto  the  government ;  and  after  they  had  made  a  sort  of  sham  peace  with 
Colonel  Barnwell,  they  in  a  very  few  days  broke  it,  and  have  continued  tlieir 
hostilities  ever  since,  until  the  latter  end  of  November  last ;  at  which  time 
some  of  the  great  men  from  six  of  their  forts  came  in,  with  whom  we  came 
to  some  preliminary  articles  of  agreement,  amongst  which  one  was,  that  they 
would  cut  off  all  the  Cores  and  Cotechney  Indians,  and  all  others  that  had 
any  hand  in  the  massacre  of  the  English,  betwixt  then  and  the  fii-st  of  Janu- 
ary then  next  ensuing;  and  if  they  could  not  accomplish  it  by  that  time, 
they  obliged  themselves  to  bring  in  six  hostages  from  each  of  the  aforesaid 
six  forts.  Presently  after  this  agreement,  we  heard  of  Colonel  Moore's  and 
the  South  Carolina  forces'  arrival  at  Neuse  River,  and  had  him  in  amongst 
us,  and  kept  him  and  his  forces,  being  upward  of  nine  hundred  men,  from 
the  beginning  of  December  until  the  20th  of  January,  to  see  if  the  Tusca- 
roras  would  keep  their  agreement,  which  they  did  not  So  Colonel  Moore, 
with  the  South  Carolina  forces  and  some  of  ours,  went  out  against  them,  and 
lie  now  against  one  of  their  strongest  forts,  wherein  (by  what  intelligence 
we  can  have)  there  is  no  less  than  three  or  four  hundred  men.  If  your  ex- 
cellency had  the  opportunity  of  sending  the  Cohorn  mortar  that  Governor 
Craven  writ  for,  it  would  now  have  been  of  great  use. 

While  I  was  writing  tliis,  one  Tom  Blount,  the  chief  man  of  one  of  the 
Tuscarora  forts  which  is  next  to  us,  who  hath  pretended  all  along  that  he 
was  not  concerned  with  the  other  Tuscaroras  against  the  English,  and  with 
whom  we  have  had  no  hostility  all  this  time,  came  in  to  me  with  letters  from 
the  commissioners  for  Indian  affairs  from  Albany  (a  copy  whereof  I  have 
herewith  sent  your  excellency),  which,  he  says,  four  of  his  Indians  brought 
him  from  thence.  Notwithstanding  which  letter,  I  have  lately  had  informa- 
tion that  several  of  the  Five  Nations  are  now  among  the  Tuscaroras,  which 
wants  yet  confirmation. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  take  what  care  you  can  to  hinder  the  Five 
Nations  from  joining  or  assisting  our  enemies,  with  arms  or  ammunition. 

The  honor  of  your  excellency's  answer  by  the  first  opportunity  here,  or 
by  the  way  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  will  highly  oblige, 

Your  excellency's,  etc. 

Vol.  U.— 27 
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No.  XVI. 

Letters  of  Governor  Spotswood  on  the  Ikdian  War  of  1711. 

[kztraot.] 

[F)rom  copiet  in  ponesiion  qf  the  author.] 

To  my  Lord  Dartmouth.  Viroiwu,  July  15, 1711. 

Mt  Lord  : — I  should  not  have  given  your  lordship  this  trouble,  when 
I  must  renew  it  so  shortly  by  the  return  of  our  fleet,  if  the  distracted  state 
of  our  neighbor  province  of  North  Carolina  did  not  oblige  me  to  send  your 
lordship  the  speediest  information  of  a  flame  breaking  out  there,  which  may, 
without  timely  care,  endanger  the  peace  of  her  majesty's  colony,  as  well 
as  complete  the  ruin  of  that  settlement;  especially  when  the  ringleaders  of 
this  commotion  talk  as  if  they  would  act  another  Antigua  tragedy,  and  when 
some  people  are  grown  so  desperate  as  to  threaten  to  call  down  Indians  to 
their  assistance. 

That  I  may  give  your  lordship,  as  far  as  I  can,  the  true  rise  of  the  pres- 
ent distractions  in  the  province  of  Carolina,  it  is  necessary  to  observe,  that 
country  has  usually  been  governed  by  a  deputy,  commissioned  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  South  Carolina,  that  one  Colonel  Thomas  Carey  was  appointed  dep- 
uty-governor there  under  Sir  Nathaniel  Johnson,  but  was  soon  after  super- 
seded, by  order  of  the  lords  proprietors  themselves,  and,  according  to  their 
instructions,  a  president  of  the  council  chosen  to  take  the  administration ; 
but  this  continued  not  long,  before  Colonel  Carey,  supported  by  the  interest 
of  the  Quakers,  and  assisted  by  a  republic  of  loose  and  profligate  persons, 
turned  out  the  president  and  most  of  the  council,  and  assumed  on  himself 
the  government.  Mr.  Edward  Hyde,  being  appointed  by  the  lords  proprie- 
tors to  be  their  deputy-governor,  arrived  here  last  summer;  but  before  his 
arrival.  Colonel  Tynte,  from  whom  he  was,  according  to  the  constitution  of 
that  government,  to  receive  his  commission,  died ;  so  that  he  found  himself 
thrown  into  a  country,  without  any  authority  or  credentials,  except  some 
private  letters  from  the  lords  proprietors.  However,  he  managed  them  so 
well,  and  gave  the  council  such  satisfaction  of  his  being  intended  their  gov- 
ernor, that  all  who  pretended  any  share  in  the  government,  and  Carey  in 
particular,  petitioned  him  to  take  on  him  the  administration  as  president  of 
the  council,  until  his  commission  of  governor  should  arrive.  He  was  unani- 
mously chosen,  conformable  to  the  constitution  of  that  country,  and  sworn 
president  of  the  council,  and  continued  to  act  as  such  until  the  meeting  of 
the  Assembly ;  that  Colonel  Carey  and  his  party  finding  themselves  outdone 
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in  the  choice  of  representatives,  and  fearing  to  be  called  to  account  for  many 
unwarrantable  actions  and  oppressions,  of  which  they  had  been  guilty,  pro- 
tested against  the  Assembly  as  not  called  by  lawful  authority,  upon  which 
the  Assembly  ordered  him  and  some  of  his  accomplices  to  be  taken  into 
custody ;  but  he  soon  made  his  escape  from  thence,  and  having  gathered 
together  a  company  of  about  sixty  men,  stood  in  defiance  of  their  authority. 
Tliey  proceeded  to  pass  a  law  to  oblige  him  to  render  an  account  to  the  lords 
proprietors  of  the  money  he  had  received  for  their  dues,  and  which  he  had 
refused  to  pay  for  the  palatines  according  to  their  order,  and  added  some 
other  clauses,  perhaps  too  severe  to  be  justified,  which  indeed  showed  more 
of  their  resentment  of  the  injuries  they  received  from  Mr.  Carey,  during  his 
usurpation,  as  they  call  it,  than  their  prudence  to  heal  the  distractions  of 
the  country ;  but  they  soon  found  their  power  too  weak  to  enforce  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  they  had  passed,  for  when  they  went  to  apprehend  Col- 
onel Carey,  they  found  he  had  so  considerable  number  of  armed  men,  and 
had  fortified  himself  with  great  guns  and  other  warlike  preparations,  that 
they  durst  not  to  attack  him.  Mr.  Carey  did  not  long  content  himself  to 
stand  upon  the  defensive,  but  having  gathered  together  what  force  he  could, 
declared  himself  president,  fitted  out  a  brigantine  carrying  six  guns,  with  a 
barcalonga,  and  came  to  attack  Mr.  Hyde  and  his  council,  who  found  them- 
selves too  weak  to  oppose  him.  I  received  repeated  applications  from  them 
to  send  them  some  assistance  for  their  protection.  Whereupon,  with  the 
advice  of  her  majesty's  council  here,  it  was  judged  the  best  way  to  put  an 
end  to  these  distractions,  to  offer  my  mediation  to  both  parties,  intending  to 
persuade  Mr.  Hyde  to  suspend  the  severity  of  those  acts  passed  against  Mr. 
Carey,  until  their  masters,  the  lords  proprietors,  should  signify  their  pleasure, 
and  not  doubting  but  when  that  was  once  obtained,  Mr.  Carey  would  be 
contented  to  sit  quiet  and  suffer  the  government  to  go  on  in  the  way  he 
himself  had  agreed  to;  and  to  this  purpose  I  wrote,  both  to  Mr.  Hyde  and 
him,  the  letters  of  which  the  copies  are  inclosed,  and  sent  thither  a  gentle- 
man, as  well  qualified  as  any  I  could  find  here,  for  moderating  the  resent- 
ments of  both  parties.  Mr.  Hyde  and  his  council,  at  the  first  offer,  joyfully 
embraced  the  mediation,  declaring  that,  for  the  peace  of  the  country,  they 
were  most  ready  to  yield  to  any  terms  which  could  with  justice  and  honor 
be  proposed  to  them ;  but  Carey  obstinately  refused  all  peaceable  means  of 
accommodation,  and  warned  the  mediator  to  retire,  for  he  was  resolved  to 
treat  no  otherways  than  with  arms.  It  is  true  he  at  first  pretended  to  ac- 
cept the  mediation,  but  soon  showed  that  he  intended  to  make  no  other 
use  of  it  than  to  carry  on  his  design  of  seizing  Mr.  Hyde  and  his  council  at 
an  unarn)ed  interview,  which  he,  in  violation  of  his  engagements,  treacher- 
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ously  attempted  to  execute.  Though  this  was  enough  to  show  how  little 
faith  ought  to  have  been  given  to  any  treaty  with  hira  or  his  party,  yet  the 
gentleman  I  had  sent  hither  went  again  to  him,  and  urged  him  to  declare 
what  his  demands  were,  but  it  was  a  long  time  before  he  could  obtain  of 
him  any  such  declaration.  At  last  he  showed  a  paper  containing  his  de- 
mands, but  was  very  unwilling  to  give  any  copy  of  it,  and  when  a  copy  was 
taken,  he  absolutely  refused  to  sign  it.  Notwithstanding  all  which,  Mr. 
Hyde  and  his  council  were  very  willing  to  agree  to  every  one  of  these  de- 
mands, with  some  little  alteration,  and  this  was  signified  to  Mr.  Carey  l^ 
one  of  his  greatest  confidants;  but  all  that  would  not  content  him,  nor 
would  he  tell  what  else  he  would  be  at.  All  hopes  of  accommodation  be- 
ing now  desperate,  and  Mr.  Carey  having  advanced  with  his  brigantine  and 
other  vessels,  carrying  a  flag  at  top-mast  head,  within  gun-shot  of  the  place 
where  Mr.  Hyde  and  his  council  lay,  and  threatening  to  attack  them,  they 
repeated  their  application  to  me  for  a  speedy  assistance.  Having  thereupon 
called  together  the  council  here  and  advised  with  them  what  was  proper  to 
be  done  in  this  conjuncture,  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  no 
other  course  could  be  taken  than  forthwith  to  assist  Mr.  Hyde  and  his  coun- 
cil with  what  force  could  be  spared  out  of  this  colony,  conformable  to  her 
majesty's  commission  and  instructions,  which  both  empower  and  direct  me 
to  send  assistance  to  any  of  her  majesty's  plantations  that  shall  be  in  dis- 
tress, upon  the  applications  of  their  governors ;  and  that  this  was  so  much 
the  more  necessary  in  the  present  case,  because  it  was  not  easy  to  foresee  how 
far  a  party  of  men  of  such  desperate  circumstances  would  carry  their  mad- 
ness, if  they  should  meet  with  success  in  this  first  attempt ;  and  that  the 
fatal  rebellion  in  this  country,  which  formerly  cost  the  crown  a  great  ex- 
pense of  treasure  to  quell,  sprung  at  first  from  less  dangerous  appearances, 
and  that  it  was  very  probable  they  would  endeavor  to  seduce  our  negroes 
to  join  with  them,  since  they  had  already  taken,  by  force,  some  belonging  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  employed  them  on  board  their  vessels. 

In  pursuance  of  this  advice,  I  ordered  the  militia  of  our  frontier  country  to 
draw  together,  intending  to  carry  a  detachment  of  them  into  Carolina ; 
and  because  Mr.  Carey's  chief  strength  consisted  in  his  brigantine  and  other 
vessels,  which  he  had  filled  with  armed  men,  I  endeavored  to  obtain  some 
help  of  marines  and  boats  from  her  majesty's  ships  of  war  here ;  but  the 
commodore  of  the  homeward-bound  fleet,  judging  it  the  last  part  of  his  duty 
to  do  any  service  to  this  country,  refused  to  afford  me  any  such  assistance. 
In  the  mean  time,  Colonel  Carey  endeavored  to  land  a  party  of  his  men  to 
seize  upon  Mr.  Hyde  and  his  council,  while  he  attacked  them  with  his  can- 
non from  his  brigantine ;  but  finding  they  were  likely  to  meet  with  resist- 
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ance  from  the  few  men  Mr.  Hyde  had  drawn  together,  that  rabble,  which 
are  more  spirited  by  the  hopes  of  plunder  than  principles  of  honor,  gave  over 
their  attempt ;  and  Mr.  Carey,  having  quitted  his  brigantine,  is  retired  to  a 
remote  part  of  tliat  country,  whither  it  is  impracticable  to  march  the  militia 
from  hence  over  so  many  rivers,  without  the  conveniency  of  water  carriage. 
I  hear  he  is  gathering  together  a  greater  force,  and  threatens  to  bring 
down  the  Tuscarora  Indians  to  his  assistance.  I  have  sent  what  marines 
could  be  spared  from  our  guard-ships,  in  hopes  that  will  fright  the  people 
from  joining  with  him,  when  they  see  their  government  will  be  assisted  from 
hence.  And  if  I  find  that  will  not  do,  I  shall,  notwithstanding  the  difficul- 
ties I  have  mentioned  to  your  lordship,  endeavor  to  stop  the  progress  of 
these  commotions,  though  it  is  no  small  concern  to  me  to  discover  in  some 
of  our  counties  bordering  on  Carolina  a  sort  of  reluctancy  to  that  under- 
taking ;  but  as  they  are  the  very  counties  which  are  the  most  stocked  with 
Quakers,  I  must  impute  it  to  the  articles  of  those  people,  especially  seeing 
their  brethren  are  Carey's  main  allies,  who  not  only  formally  act  as  his  coun- 
cil and  openly  provide  him  with  provisions  and  an  armed  brigantine,  but  do 
also  take  upon  themselves  military  titles  in  this  civil  war. 


Governor  Spotswood  to  thb  Council  of  Trade, 
[bxtbacts.] 
To  THE  Council  of  Trade.  Virginia  .  Jii/y  26,  1711. 

Mv  Lords  ; — Having  now  given  your  lordships  the  present  state  of 
affairs  of  this  colony,  I  should  not  have  added  to  your  lordships'  trouble 
if  the  unhappy  commotions  in  our  neighboring  province  of  North  Carolina 
did  not  oblige  me  to  represent  the  same  as  a  matter  that  may  very  sensibly 
affect  the  peace  of  this  colony  without  the  application  of  proper  remedies. 
One  Colonel  Thomas  Carey,  being  some  yeai-s  ago  appointed  deputy-governor 
of  North  Carolina  under  Sir  Nathaniel  Johnson,  was  afterward  removed  by 
an  order  of  the  lords  proprietors,  and  a  president  chosen  to  take  on  him  the 
administration.  But  it  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Carey,  being  joined  by  cer- 
tain Quakers  intrusted  by  the  proprietors  in  some  part  of  the  administration, 
gathered  together  a  rabble  of  the  lower  sort  of  people,  and,  by  force  of  arms, 
turned  out  the  president  and  most  of  the  council,  and  by  his  own  authority 
assumed  the  administration  of  the  government 


It  is  no  small  concern  to  me  to  find  in  two  or  three  of  our  frontier  coun- 
ties, where  the  Quakers  have  got  the  greatest  footing,  such  a  reluctancy  to 


422  BI81X>BT  OF  NOBTH   CABOLINA. 

undertake  any  thing  against  Carey  and  bis  party ;  which,  I  understand,  is 
owing  to  the  crafty  insinuations  of  that  sort  of  people,  who  not  only  have 
been  the  principal  foraenters  of  the  distractions  in  Carolina,  but  make  it 
their  business  to  instill  the  like  pernicious  notions  into  the  minds  of  her 
majesty's  subjects  here,  and  to  justify  all  the  mad  actions  of  that  rabble  by 
such  arguments  as  are  destructive  to  all  government 


GOVKBKOR   SpOTSWOOD   TO   THB   CoUNCIL   OF   TrADE. 
[kzteact.] 
To  THE  Council  of  Trade.  Kingston,  Jtdy  28,  1711. 

My  Lords  : — Since  I  came  hither  to  dispatch  the  fleet,  I  have  received 
advice  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  marines  I  sent  to  Carolina,  the  heads  of 
that  mutinous  rabble  there  are  fled  and  dispersed,  and  that  there  is  now 
great  hopes  that  country  will  again  be  restored  to  peace,  the  Assembly 
and  courts  of  justice  beginning  to  resume  their  functions  without  fear  of 
further  disturbance.  The  commissioners  for  settling  the  boundaries  are  just 
now  met,  and  I  hope  they  will  conclude  that  affair  before  they  separate,  so 
that  I  may  be  able  by  the  next  opportunity  to  lay  their  proceedings  before 
your  lordships. 

There  are  now  further  discoveries  made  of  the  ill  designs  of  Colonel  Ca- 
rey and  his  party,  there  being  several  aflldavits  sent  hither  to  prove  that 
Mr.  Porter,  one  of  Mr.  Carey's  pretended  council,  was  with  the  Tuscarora 
Indians,  endeavoring,  by  promises  of  great  rewards,  to  engage  them  to  cut 
off  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Carolina  that  adhered  to  Mr.  Hyde. 
The  Indians  own  that  the  proposal  was  accepted  by  their  young  men,  but 
that  their  old  men,  who  have  the  greatest  sway  in  their  councils,  being  of 
their  own  nature  suspicious  that  there  was  some  trick  intended  them,  or 
else  directed  by  a  superior  Providence,  refused  to  be  connected  in  that  bar- 
barous design. 

Governor  Spotswood  to  the  Lords  Proprietors. 

Virginia,  July  28,  1711. 
To  THE  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina. 

My  Lords  : — Your  lordships  will  no  doubt  receive  from  divers  hands 
an  account  of  the  distractions  in  your  province  of  North  Carolina;  and 
therefore  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  detail  of  that  afl*air  any  further  than 
what  concerns  the  part  I  have  had  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  pacification  of 
their  troubles,  and  to  restore  to  that  country  that  union  amongst  its  inhabit- 
ants which  is  so  necessary  for  the  public  good. 
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After  I  had  received  from  Mr.  Hyde  and  his  council  repeated  advices  of 
the  preparations  Mr.  Carey  was  making  to  attack  them  with  an  arme<l  force, 
and  the  powerful  interest  he  had  made,  by  the  means  and  artifices  of  the 
Quakers,  to  poison  the  minds  of  all  those  who  had  any  remains  of  a  peace- 
able disposition,  and  to  debauch  them  from  their  obedience  to  a  govern- 
ment to  which  he  himself  had  consented,  and  that  your  president  and 
council  were  unable  to  defend  themselves  without  assistance  from  this 
colony,  I  did,  upon  mature  deliberation  with  the  council  here,  judge  it  most 
expedient  to  offer  my  mediation  to  accommodate  their  differences,  or  at 
least  to  persuade  Mr.  Carey  to  suspend  all  acts  of  violence  until  your  lord- 
ships should  signify  your  pleasure  upon  the  laws  with  which  he  pretended 
to  be  aggrieved.  I  must  do  the  justice  to  Mr.  llyde  and  the  gentlemen 
who  act  as  his  council,  to  represent  to  your  lordships  their  readiness  to 
submit  all  mattei*s  in  dispute  to  an  impartial  examination,  and  to  yield  to 
any  terms  that  were  just  and  honorable;  but  I  found  a  quite  different 
spirit  in  Mr.  Carey  and  his  associates,  who  would  not  so  much  as.  agi'ce 
to  a  place  of  conference  where  Mr.  Hyde  could  repair  with  safety  to  his 
person;  .and  at  last  rejected  all  offers  of  mediaiion,  though  the  gentleman 
I  sent  to  propose  it  signified  to  him,  by  Mr.  Moseley,  one  of  his  greatest 
confidants,  that  Mr.  Hyde  was  willing  to  yield  to  as  many  of  his  demands 
as  he  had  then  thought  fit  to  communicate.  The  confidence  he  placed 
in  his  force,  having  then  a  brigantine  and  barcalonga,  mounted  with  cannon 
and  filled  with  armed  men,  riding  in  Chowan  Sound,  wearing  his  flag  at  the 
top-mast  head,  within  gun-shot  of  the  place  where  Mr.  Hyde  and  his  coun- 
cil were  under  his  power;  and  he  had  the  madness  to  insinuate  to  the 
gentleman  I  sent  to  him,  that  Mr.  Hyde  might  expect  the  same  fate  Colonel 
Park  had  in  Antigua :  but  his  success  has  not  hitherto  proved  answerable  to 
his  expectations,  having  met  with  repulse  in  the  attempt  he  made  to  land 
and  seize  Mr.  Hyde.  However,  those  who  have  the  direction  of  him  will  not 
suffer  him  to  be  discouraged  by  that  disappointment,  for  Mr.  Hyde  informs 
me  he  is  now  drawing  together  a  greater  force  at  Pamplico,  and  fortifying 
the  house  of  one  Roach,  where  is  the  rendezvous  of  his  drunken  crew. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that  no  man  has  appeared 
more  active  in  these  commotions  than  this  Roach, — a  wretched  fellow,  who 
being  sent  in  lately  with  a  cargo  of  goods,  belonging  to  some  merchants  in 
London,  no  sooner  came  into  the  country  but  he  declared  himself  against 
the  government,  without  examining  which  side  was  in  the  wrong,  and  has 
been,  all  along,  a  principal  incendiary ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  his  furnish- 
ing the  mob  with  trading  guns  out  of  his  store,  and  ammunition  belonging 
to  his  employers,  these  commotions  would  never  have  got  to  the  head  they 
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are  now  arrived  at.  I  must  not  omit  to  inform  your  lordships  how  far  the 
true  spirit  of  Quakerism  has  appeared  on  thi^  occasion ;  for,  beside  the  in- 
sinuations they  have  made  to  inflame  the  mob,  and  their  supplying  them 
with  arms  rather  than  baulk  their  design,  several  of  the  chief  of  them  have 
accompanied  Mr.  Carey  and  his  council,  and  some  even  taken  upon  them 
military  titles. 

Upon  repeated  applications  of  Mr.  Hyde  for  assistance  from  hence,  I  had 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  her  majesty's  council  here,  to  send  an  armed  force 
for  the  protection  of  that  government  against  this  insurrection ;  there  being 
now  no  other  way  but  force  left  to  restore  the  peace  of  your  lordships*  coun- 
try. I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Hyde  a  party  of  marines  from  our  guard-ships,  in 
hopes  that  will  fright  the  people  from  joining  in  the  mad  designs  of  Carey 
and  his  party,  when  they  see  their  governor  will  be  supported  from  hence. 
The  satisfaction  Mr.  Hyde  gave  me  of  your  lordships'  intention  for  his  being 
the  governor  of  that  province,  though  he  has  met  with  such  disappointments 
in  obtaining  his  commission,  and  the  evident  proofs  that  all  this  faction 
against  him  is  purely  occasioned  on  the  account  of  his  acting  for  the  interest 
of  your  lordships,  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  justice  from  Mr.  Carey  in  relation 
to  your  dues,  were  very  great  inducements  to  engage  me  in  this  undertaking. 
Your  lordships'  prudence  will  easily  suggest  to  you  the  proper  measures  to 
put  an  end  to  these  conflisions,  and  to  establish  a  more  lasting  foundation  of 
peace  and  tranquillity  to  her  majesty's  subjects,  under  your  government, 
wherein  I  shall  think  myself  happy  if  I  can  be  serviceable,  having  no  pri- 
vate passion  or  affection  to  any  person  there,  nor  any  other  design  than  to 
testify  the  respect  with  which  I  am,  my  lords,  etc. 


Gov.  Spotswood  to  the  Proprietors  of  Carolina. 

[iZTRAOT.] 

My  Lords  : —  Kingston,  July  81,  1711. 

Since  my  writing,  the  marines  have  returned,  after  having  frightened 
the  rebellious  party  so  as  to  cause  them  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  disperse ; 
and  I  with  joy  tell  your  lordships  that  there  is  now  some  prospect  of  tran- 
quillity in  your  government,  and  that  I  have  brought  this  about  without 
effusion  of  blood  or  disorders  committed.  And  upon  my  arrival  at  this  place 
I  found  Colonel  Carey,  Levy,  and  Trull  blustering  and  pretending  to  have 
taken  a  passage  in  the  fleet  for  their  going  for  England  in  order  to  justify 
their  actions.  Whereupon  I  had  them  brought  before  me,  but  plainly  dis- 
covered they  intended  nothing  less  than  a  fair  trial  at  your  lordships'  board. 
Wherefore,  seeing  they  would  give  me  no  security  for  such  appearance,  I 
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have  sent  them  home  in  the  Reserve  and  Tiger  men-of-war,  believing  the 
greatest  jostice  I  can  do  them  is  to  leave  them  to  your  lordships*  exami nation. 


Governor  Spotswood  to  Lord  Dartmouth. 

[nCTBAOT.] 

To  MY  Lord  Dartmouth.  Viboimia,  July  28, 1711. 

My  Lord  : — Since  the  arrival  of  the  marines  I  sent  into  Carolina, 
the  affairs  of  that  country  seem  to  take  a  new  turn.  Mr.  Carey  and  his 
party  are  dispersed,  and  it  is  hoped  the  courts  of  justice  and  Assembly  of 
the  province  will  again  be  at  liberty  to  resume  their  functions.  Upon  ad- 
vice that  some  of  the  chief  of  Mr.  Carey's  faction  were  come  into  this  colony, 
the  council  advised  the  issuing  a  proclamation  for  apprehending  them,  till 
they  should  give  security  for  their  good  behavior  here ;  for  no  government 
can  be  safe  that  has  in  it  such  dangerous  incendiaries.  There  are  several 
affidavits  sent  me,  to  prove  that  one  Porter,  who  is  one  of  Mr.  Carey's  pre- 
tended council,  was  with  the  Tuscarora  Indians,  promising  great  rewards  to 
incite  them  to  out  off  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Carolina  that  ad- 
hered to  Mr.  Hyde. 

Governor  Spotswood  to  Lord  Dartmouth, 
[extract.] 

KiKGSTON,  IN  YlBGINIA,  JuUf  81,  1711. 

To  MY  Lord  Dartmouth. 

My  Lord  : — Since  my  letter  of  the  28th  current,  I  received  information 
that  Colonel  Carey  and  some  of  the  principal  ringleaders  in  the  late  disturb- 
ances in  Carolina,  were  come  to  this  place.  Whereupon,  not  judging  it 
consistent  with  the  peace  of  this  government  to  suffer  such  incendiaries  to 
remain  here,  I  thought  fit  to  examine  them  touching  their  intentions  in 
coming  into  this  government  They  alleged  they  came  hither  to  get  a  pas- 
sage for  England,  that  they  might  justify  themselves  before  the  lords  pro- 
prietors for  what  they  have  done  ;  but  withal  refused  to  give  any  security 
to  answer  there ;  and,  finding  so  much  shuffling  and  evasion  in  all  their 
discourses,  as  plainly  showed  they  intended  nothing  less  than  to  stand  a 
trial,  I  have  thought  fit  to  send  them  home  by  the  men-of-war  of  this  con- 
voy, that  they  may  be  made  accountable  for  their  actions,  either  before  the 
lords  proprietors  of  Carolina,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  her  majesty  shall 
think  fit.  I  have  directed  the  commodore,  upon  his  arrival  in  England,  to 
give  your  lordship  immediate  notice,  and  wait  directions  for  the  disposal  of 
the  prisoners ;  and  I  must  humbly  offer  my  opinion,  that  if  measures  are 
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not  taken  to  discourage  such  mntinous  spirits,  e^)ecially  when  they  become 
so  audacious  as  to  take  up  arms,  and  even  to  confederate  with  savages,  it 
may  prove  a  dangerous  example  to  the  rest  of  her  majesty's  plantations. 


Governor  Spotswood  to  the  Earl  of  Rochester. 

[extract.] 
To  the  Earl  of  Rochester.  Virginia,  July  80,  1711. 

My  Lord  : — The  extraordinary  situation  of  affairs  in  my  neighborhood 
gives  occasion  to  the  doing  myself  the  honor  of  this  letter,  wherein  I  shall 
be  cautious  of  taking  up  your  lordship's  time  with  any  needless  detail  of  the 
distractions  in  North  Carolina,  well  knowing  there  are  persons  now  gone 
over  to  make  a  full  representation  thereof,  and  that,  if  the  particulars  be 
judged  material,  they  would  be  communicated  to  your  lordship  by  her 
majesty's  secretary  of  state  and  by  the  Council  of  Trade,  to  whom  I  have 
written  at  large  on  this  head ;  and  therefore  shall  only,  in  general,  say  that 
when  I  found  a  mob  up  in  arms,  obstructing  the  course  of  justice,  demand- 
ing the  dissolution  of  the  Assembly  and  the  repeal  of  all  laws  they  disliked, 
rejecting  the  mediation  of  this  government,  and  slighting  the  concessions 
made  by  their  president  and  council  for  redressing  all  the  grievances  they 
thought  fit  to  communicate,  when  they  declared  their  intentions  to  act  another 
Antigua  tragedy,  and  not  only  threatened  to  call  the  Indians  to  their  alli- 
ance, but  actually  endeavored  to  engage  the  Tuscaroras  in  a  barbarous  de- 
sign of  cutting  off  all  her  majesty's  subjects  that  were  not  of  their  party,  I 
thought  it  high  time  to  interpose,  with  a  force  from  this  colony,  to  put  a 
more  effectual  stop  to  their  madness ;  w  hich  1  rejoice  to  tell  your  lordship 
is  now  happily  accomplished,  and  that  party  dispersed  without  effusion  of 
blood. 


Governor  Spotswood  to  the  Council  of  Trade. 

[extract.] 
To  the  Council  of  Trade.  Virginia,  October  15,  1711. 

My  Lords  ; — After  what  I  writ  to  your  lordships  the  28th  of  July  last 
of  the  success  of  my  endeavors  for  quieting  the  commotions  in  Carolina,  I 
was  in  hopes  I  should  not  have  had  occasion  to  trouble  your  lordships 
again  with  the  affairs  of  that  country ;  but  a  more  dismal  and  unexpected 
accident  happening  there  lately,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  your  lordships 
the  following  account  of  it,  together  with  my  proceedings  thereupon : 
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On  the  22d  of  the  last  month,  some  towns  of  the  Tuscarora  Indians  and 
nations  bordering  on  Carolina,  made  an  incm-sion  upon  the  head  of  Neuse 
and  Pamplico  rivers,  in  that  province,  without  any  previous  declarations  of 
war  or  show  of  discontent ;  and  having  divided  themselves  in  parties,  at 
sunrise  (which  was  the  signal  for  their  bloody  design)  began  a  barbarous 
massacre  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  plantations,  killing,  without  dis- 
tinction of  ago  or  sex,  about  sixty  English  and  upward  of  that  number  of 
Swiss  and  palatines,  beside  a  great  many  left  dangerously  wounded.  .The 
Baron  de  Graffenreid,  chief  of  the  Swiss  and  palatine  settlement  there,  is 
fallen  into  their  hands,  and  carrit^d  away  prisoner ;  since  which  they  have 
continued  their  ravages  in  burning  those  plantations  and  others  deserted 
by  the  inhabitants  for  fear  of  the  like.  I  will  not  affirm  that  will  be  a 
heavy  charge  against  Colonel  Carey,  that  the  invitation  his  party  gave  the 
Indians  to  cut  off  all  their  fellow-subjects  has  been  the  occasion  of  the  bloody 
massacre,  though  that  charge  is  proved  by  good  testimony  and  firmly  be- 
lieved in  Carolina;  but  I  am  very  certain  the  Indians  would  never  have 
attacked  them  if  their  divisions  had  not  given  too  great  encouragement. 
Mr.  Hyde,  the  governor  of  that  province,  has  raised  what  men  he  could 
to  defend  the  rest  of  the  country,  and  to  suppress  these  savages ;  but  the 
people  have  been  so  long  accustomed  to  disobedience  to  government,  that 
they  are  not  to  be  brought  under  discipline  or  rule,  and  I  very  much  fear 
their  mutinous  behavior  among  themselves,  and  cowardice  in  some  skir- 
mishes they  have  had  with  the  Indians,  will  embolden  the  latter  to  further 
insolence.  Upon  the  first  advice  of  this  fatal  accident,  I  sent  out  detach- 
ments of  our  militia  to  our  tributary  Indians  to  hinder  their  joining  with 
the  other  savages ;  and  understanding  that  several  of  the  Tuscarora  Indian 
towns  refused  to  be  concerned  with  the  other  Indians  in  this  war,  I  have  sent 
to  them  and  other  neighboring  Indians  to  meet  me  the  next  week,  at  a 
place  I  have  appointed  on  our  frontiers,  in  order  to  come  to  some  treaty ; 
and  as  those  Indians  stand  in  some  awe  of  this  government,  both  from 
the  imagination  of  our  strength  and  from  the  consideration  of  the  straits 
they  would  be  put  to  by  the  loss  of  our  trade,  I  expect  at  this  confer- 
ence to  work  so  far  on  their  fears  and  interests  that  I  may  at  least  pre- 
serve their  friendship  if  not  engage  their  assistance  in  the  destruction  of 
those  assassins. 
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Governor  Spotswood  to  the  Council  of  Trade. 

[CZTRAOT.] 

To  THE  Council  of  Trade.  VraoiNiA,  November  11,  1711. 

My  Lords  : — The  last  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  your  lordships, 
of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy,  gave  an  account  of  my  intended  progress 
to  our  southern  frontiers  to  the  deputies  of  the  Tuscarora  Indians.  Accord- 
ingly, having  drawn  together  to  Nottoway  town,  against  the  time  appointed, 
the  militia  of  the  three  neighboring  counties,  consisting  of  upward  of  six- 
teen hundred  men,  ^vq  of  the  great  men  of  that  nation  arrived  very  oppor- 
tunely, just  at  the  time  I  had  brought  the  militia  under  some  discipline ; 
and  were  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  there  so  great  a  body  of  men  in  such 
good  order.  After  entering  into  conference  with  them,  I  found,  both  by 
their  discourse  and  also  from  what  my  messenger  assured  me  of  his  observa- 
tions while  he  was  in  their  towns,  that  they  were  very  desirous  to  continue 
in  peace  with  the  government,  and  seemed  much  concerned  that  any  of 
their  nation  should  have  joined  in  the  massacre  in  Carolina.  I  then  pro- 
posed to  them,  either  to  carry  on  a  war  against  those  Indians,  upon  the 
promise  of  rewards  to  be  paid  them,  or  to  join  with  her  majesty's  subjects 
of  Carolina  for  extirpating  those  assassins;  and  that,  for  the  bolter  assuring 
us  of  their  fiiture  good  behavior,  they  should  deliver  two  children  of  the 
great  men  of  each  town,  to  remain  as  hostages,  and  to  be  educated  at  our 
college.  But  as  they  had  no  authority  to  conclude  any  thing  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  rest  of  their  nation,  they  desired  time  to  inform  their 
towns,  and  promised  to  return  with  an  answer  by  the  20th  of  this  month ; 
and  I  am  in  great  hopes  to  obtain  what  I  proposed  by  the  readiness  they 
have  already  showed  in  this  meeting,  as  well  as  their  frankness  in  procuring 
the  liberty  of  the  Baron  de  Graflfenreid  upon  the  demand  I  made  of  him, 
who  was  to  be  conducted  home  to  Carolina  the  next  day  after  my  messen- 
ger left  their  country. 


Governor  Spotswood  to  the  Council  of  Trade, 
[kxtract.] 
To  the  Council  of  Trade.  Viiujuiia,  December  28,  1711. 

My  Lords: — The  deputies  from  the  Tuscarora  towns,  having  been 
stopped  by  bad  weather  and  the  sickness  of  several  of  their  number,  did  not 
arrive  here  until  some  days  after  their  appointment  In  the  mean  time,  the 
House  of  Bui^esses,  upon  a  representation  of  the  State  of  Carolina,  presented 
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an  address  to  me  to  declare  war  against  the  Tuscarora  Indians  concerned  in 
the  late  massacre,  and  voted  that  the  snm  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  should 
be  raised  for  that  service.  Upon  which  address  it  was  resolved,  with  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  council,  to  moke  the  necessary  preparations  for 
carrying  on  the  war ;  but  still  with  this  reserve — that  if  the  Tuscarora  In- 
dians who  were  unconcerned  in  that  massacre  should  come  in  and  agree  to 
what  I  had  proposed  to  them  at  Nottoway  town,  their  alliance  and  assistance 
should  be  accepted.  Accordingly,  as  soon  as  the  deputies  arrived,  I  entered 
into  conference  with  them,  at  whicji  the  House  of  Burgesses  were  present ; 
and  after  they  had  offered  the  reasons  that  delayed  their  coming  in,  and 
expressed  their  readiness  to  assist  us  against  the  Indians  concerned  in  the 
late  massacre,  and  their  desire  to  continue  in  a  strict  friendship  with  all  their 
majesty's  subjects,  and  more  especially  by  their  interposing  for  the  delivery 
of  the  Baron  de  Graffenreid  out  of  the  hands  of  the  enemy  upon  my  desire ; 
having  given  proof  of  their  good  disposition  to  peace,  as  the  baron  confirms 
in  his  letter  then  before  the  House  of  Burgesses,  and  acknowledged  his  lib- 
erty to  be  owing  to  the  good  offices  of  those  Indians — I  had  reason  to  ex- 
pect the  like  sincerity  in  performing  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  wherein  their 
interest  is  so  much  more  concerned,  and  concluded  the  House  of  Burgesses 
would  lay  hold  of  so  favorable  an  opportunity  of  carrying  on  the  war  at  a 
less  charge  than  they  had  projected.  But  their  proceedings  were  quite 
contrary ;  for  at  the  very  time  these  negotiations  were  on  foot^  they  went 
on  with  their  bill  for  raising  the  army. 


Governor  Spotswood  to  thk  Council  of  Trade. 

f  EXTRACTS.] 

To  the  Council  of  Trade.  Virginia,  February  8,  17y{. 

My  Lords  : —  ...  For,  had  they  really  intended  to  carry  on  the 
war  against  the  Indians,  they  could  not  have  done  it  in  a  more  frugal  way 
than  by  the  treaty  I  concluded  with  the  Tuscaroras ;  but  though  that  was 
entered  into  at  the  instance  of  their  own  House,  they  have  made  no  pro- 
visions for  enabling  me  to  perform  the  terms  of  it  Indeed,  some  of  that 
House  have,  since  the  dissolution,  owned,  more  freely  than  they  would  do 
while  sitting,  that  most  of  the  irregularities  of  their  proceedings  are  owing 
to  some  rash  votes,  passed  without  foresight,  which  they  could  not  afterward 
get  over,  without  breaking  through  the  rules  of  their  House,  and  so  they 
chose  rather  to  let  the  country  suffer,  than  own  themselves  in  an  error. 
******* 


430  HI8T0BY   OF  NORTH   CAKOLINA. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am  taking  all  necessary  precaution  to  seciire  the 
country  against  the  Indians,  by  keeping  the  Tuscaroras  in  our  interests,  to 
which  purpose  several  gentlemen  of  the  council  have  offered  to  advance  me, 
on  the  credit  of  the  revenue,  for  enabling  me  to  perform  the  treaty  with 
them,  and  I  hope  I  shall  by  that  means  put  a  speedy  end  to  the  present 
dangtir ;  unless  the  French,  who,  it  is  said,  now  trade  with  Indians  not  very 
remote,  should  find  means  to  unite  their  Jndians  with  those  concerned  in 
the  measures,  and  furnish  them  with  arms  and  ammunition  to  attack  us. 


At  present,  the  danger  seems  much  more  to  threaten  North  Carolina, 
where  the  Indians  daily  gather  strength,  and  have  already  besieged  a  party 
of  tlie  inhabitants  in  a  small  fort  they  had  built  for  their  protection.  The 
distractions  among  themselves,  give  the  Indians  all  the  opportunities  they 
could  wish  of  destroying  them ;  for,  as  our  Burgesses,  for  their  private  in- 
terests, have  disappointed  all  means  of  defending  the  country,  so  those  of 
Carolina,  on  a  worse  principle,  have  resolved  to  sacrifice  that  province  to 
their  private  resentments ;  and  because  they  could  not  introduce  into  the 
government  the  persons  most  obnoxious  for  the  late  rebellion  and  civil  wars 
there,  they  will  make  no  provision  for  defending  any  part  of  their  country, 
and  are  now  in  like  manner  dissolved  without  doing  business.  The  Baron 
dc  Graffenreid,  being  obliged  while  he  was  prisoner  among  the  Indians  to 
conclude  the  neutrality  for  himself  and  his  palatines,  lives  as  yet  undisturbed 
by  the  heathen,  but  is  suflSciently  pei-secuted  by  the  people  of  Carolina  for 
not  breaking  with  the  Indians,  though  they  will  afford  him  neither  provision 
of  war  or  victuals  nor  assistance  from  them.  He  has  always  declared  his 
readiness  to  enter  into  a  war  as  soon  as  he  should  be  assisted  to  prosecute 
it,  but  it  would  be  madness  in  him  to  expose  his  handful  of  people  to  the 
fury  of  the  Indians,  without  some  better  assurance  of  help  than  the  present 
confusions  in  that  province  give  him  reason  to  hope  for.  And  the  Indians 
would  soon  either  destroy  that  settlement,  or  starve  them  out  of  the  place 
by  killing  their  stock  and  hindering  them  from  planting  corn.  In  the  mean 
time  the  people  of  Carolina  receive  very  great  advantage  from  this  neutrality, 
for  by  that  means  the  baron  has  an  opportunity  of  discovering  and  commu- 
nicating to  them  all  the  designs  of  the  Indians,  though  he  runs  the  risk  of 
paying  dear  for  it  if  they  ever  come  to  know  it.  This  makes  him  so  appre- 
hensive of  his  danger  from  them,  and  so  diffident  of  help  or  even  justice 
from  the  government  under  which  he  is,  that  he  has  made  some  offers  to 
remove  with  the  palatines  to  this  colony,  upon  some  of  her  majesty's  lands. 


« 


CIVIL  AND  MILITARY   HI8TORY.  431 

Your  lordships  will  also  be  pleased  to  instruct  me  as  to  the  settlement  of 
a  great  number  of  the  other  inhabitants  of  North  Carolina,  who,  I  under- 
stand, design  to  remove  hither  for  protection. 


GovsRNOR  Spotswood  to  Lord  Dartmouth. 

[extract.] 
To  MY  Lord  Dartmouth.  Virginia,  Jtdy  26, 1712. 

My  Lord  : — I  have,  on  former  occasions,  acquainted  your  lordship  of 
ray  endeavors  to  assist  Carolina  for  making  a  speedy  end  of  this  war,  and 
of  the  disappointment  I  have  met  with,  both  from  our  own  Assembly  and 
from  that  government.  I  am  now  to  inform  your  lordships,  that  after  the 
treaty  concluded  with  the  Indians  by  the  commander  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina forces,  he  has  been  the  first  that  broke  it,  by  surprising  some  towns 
who  thought  themselves  secure  on  the  faith  of  that  treaty,  and  immediately 
set  sail  with  his  prisoners  for  South  Carolina,  leaving  the.  people,  for  whose 
assistance  he  was  seat,  in  a  worse  condition  than  he  found  them ;  for  the 
Indians,  enraged  by  this  piece  of  treachery,  have  again  begun  their  hostilities, 
and  committed  two  fresh  massacres  on  Neuse  River,  and  but  the  other  day 
killed  three,  and  wounded  two,  of  our  tributaries  as  they  were  hunting  on  our 
frontiers,  which  I  look  upon  only  as  an  earnest  of  what  we  may  expect  after 
their  conjunction  with  the  Seneguas. 


No.  XVII. 

Colonel  Pollock  to  Colonel  Moore. 

[From  the  Pollock  MSS.] 
Honored  Sir  :—  March  31,  1718. 

This  day,  by  yours  of  the  26th  instant,  I  had  the  joyful  news  of  your 
great  victory  over  our  enemy  Indians,  which,  as  it  will,  I  hope,  be  a  great 
means  to  bring  safety  and  peace  to  this  country,  so  it  will  redound  much  to 
your  honor  to  have  been  the  chief  instrument  in  so  great  and  good  a  work. 
But  as  the  best  of  metals  is  mixed  with  some  alloy,  so  the  joyfullest  news 
many  times  with  qualifying  circumstances :  as  my  not  hearing  from  Captain 
Maule  nor  none  of  his  company,  makes  me  doubt  that  he  and  most  of  his 
company  are  killed  or  wounded. 

Your  offer  of  the  continuance  of  your  service  for  the  good  of  this  poor 
country  is  noble  and  generous,  and  I  heartily  wish  we  could  have  the  hap- 
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piDess  to  have  you  stay  amongst  as  until  the  war  is  (inishcd.  And  as  for 
my  judgment  of  what  measures  are  most  requisite  in  this  present  junctnre 
of  affairs,  I  think  to  the  uttermost  of  our  power  this  blow  ought  to  be  vig- 
orously followed  until  our  enemies  arc  forced  to  submit  themselves  :  to  do 
which  there  is  wanting  more  white  men,  more  Indians,  and  more  provision. 
As  for  white  men,  you  know  how  difficult  it  will  be  to  raise  any  number  out 
of  this  country,  but  know  not  but  some  may  be  had  out  of  Virginia,  of  which 
it  may  be  now  time  to  concert  measures  with  the  government  there.  As  for 
more  Indians,  it  seems  some  accident  hath  hindered  those  two  hundred  that 
Governor  Craven  writ  were  coming.  And  if  you  send  for  any  more  now,  it 
will,  I  believe,  be  July  or  August  before  we  can  expect  them  here.  So  we 
must  consider  what  we  must  do  for  provision  for  them  then.  We  have  a 
sloop  with  eight  hundred  bushels  corn,  thirty-two  barrels  meat,  and  some 
tobacco,  now  coming  round,  as  I  am  informed,  which,  I  believe,  might  be 
sufficient  to  maintain  the  forces  now  with  you  until  August  next;  and,  I 
believe,  with  some  pains,  there  might  be  four  or  five  hundred  bushels 
corn  more  raised.  Now,  I  would  know  whether  you  think  this  four  or  five 
hundred  bushels  corn,  with  what  new  corn  and  peaches  may  be  had  at  the 
Indian  towns,  and  what  wheat  may  be  had  of  the  people  here  (which  I 
doubt  would  be  but  little),  would  last  until  our  new  corn  is  gathered,  and 
carried  round,  which,  I  believe,  might  be  in  the  end  of  October.  Now,  if 
you  have  but  three  hundred  Indians  come  in,  which,  I  believe,  might  be 
enough,  the  five  hundred  bushels  corn  before  mentioned  will  keep  them 
and  the  forces  you  have  with  you  one  month ;  and  it  will  be  hard  if  what 
corn  and  peaches  may  be  had  at  the  Indian  towns,  and  what  wheat  may  be 
had  amongst  the  people  here,  will  not  last  them  two  months  more,  until  new 
com  can  be  got  round  to  them.  So  that,  albeit  I  durst  not  engage,  yet  if 
you  send  for  such  a  number  of  Indians,  you  may  assure  yourself  there  shall 
be  no  want  of  ray  endeavors  to  supply  them.  For  I  am  really  in  the  mind 
our  enemies  will  hardly  put  any  more  trust  in  their  forts,  but  rather  trust 
to  the  swamps  and  pocosons,  where  the  Indians  are  better  than  the 
whites. 

I  have  given  a  rough  and  unpolished  account  of  the  state  of  our  country, 
and  of  their  ability  in  carrying  on  the  war,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
with  my  own  opinion  that  this  blow  is  vigorously  to  be  followed. 

Now  I  leave  it  to  your  prudent  consideration  what  number  of  Indians  you 
think  will  be  convenient  to  send  for,  and  how  you  think  our  provision  will 
hold  out^  Also,  if  we  have  any  white  men  from  Virginia,  I  doubt  we  must 
expect  little  more  supply  of  ammunition ;  for  the  money  raised  there  will  be 
for  paying  off  their  forces :  so  ammunition  must  be  had  from  South  Caro- 
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lina.     I  have  much  more  to  write,  but  the  hastening  away  the  post  hinders 
me,  and  makes  me  write  so  confusedly,  which  I  hope  you  will  excuse. 

I  have  ordered  the  council  to  meet  here  the  15th  of  April,  where  and  at 
which  time  I  would  humbly  intreat  the  honor  of  your  company,  to  concert 
together  the  proper  measures  for  the  safety  and  peace  of  this  country.  I 
have  likewise  taken  care  to  provide  a  messenger  to  carry  your  letter  to  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  and  I  doubt  not  you  will  have  an  answer  in  by  that 
time. 


Colonel  Pollock  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina. 

[fVom  Ihe  Pollock  MS&] 
Honored  Sir  : —  Chowan,  April  2,  1713. 

It  has  fallen  out,  as  I  conjectured,  that  Colonel  Moore's  Indians,  upon 
taking  the  fort  and  getting  some  slaves,  would  march,  the  most  part  of  them, 
home  with  their  booty  ;  so  they  have  now  all  gone  home,  only  a  hundred 
and  eighty  that  stay  with  him  about  Neuse  River,  where  he  now  is,  ex- 
pecting our  resolutions,  and  most  generously  offers  the  continuance  of  his 
service  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  So  I  have  appointed  a  meeting  of 
the  council  the  15th  of  this  instant,  and  expect  Colonel  Moore  will  be  with 
us  by  that  time. 


Colonel  Pollock  to  Governor  Spotswood. 

[From  the  Pollock  MSS.] 
Honored  Sir  : —  Chow  ah,  Ajml  26, 1713. 

Yours  of  April  the  iTth  is  received,  and  I  am  altogether  of  your  opinion^ 
that,  seeing  we  are  not  able  to  carry  on  the  war,  it  is  best  to  make  an  hon- 
orable peace,  if  we  can,  while  the  smart  of  this  blow  is  fresh  in  their  minds  ; 
in  order  to  which,  Tom  Blount  coming  in  here  to  the  council,  we  have 
come  unto  some  agreements  with  him  :  the  chief  whereof  is,  that,  for  his 
faithfulness  and  good  service  done  to  us,  we  will  make  and  acknowledge  him 
king  and  comraaudcr-in-chief  of  all  the  Indians  on  the  south  side  of  Pam- 
pli<;o  River,  under  protection  of  this  government ;  and  that  we  will  make  a 
firm  and  lasting  peace  with  him  and  all  the  Indians  that  acknowledge 
him  as  sachem,  he  being  to  deliver  to  us  twenty  of  the  chief  contrivers  of 
the  taking  the  baron  and  Mr.  Lawson,  and  of  carrying  on  the  massacre, 
whom  we  name  to  him;  and  to  deliver  up  all  the  captives,  horses,  arms, 
goods,  and  cattle  taken  from  the  inhabitants ;  and  to  pursue,  kill,  and  take, 
as  enemies,  the  CoUrchneys,  Mattamuskeets,  and  all  other  Indians,  enemies  to 
Vol.  II.— 28 
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the  English ;  and  to  deliver  up  to  us  any  of  his  Indians  that  we  can  make 
appear  hath  had  any  hand  in  the  massacre.  These  are  the  substance  of  the 
chief  articles.  For  security  of  his  performance  of  which,  he  is,  on  the  lOth 
or  11th  of  the  next  month,  to  be  in  at  the  Assembly  with  two  hostages  from 
each  town  that  is  left. 

Tom  Blount  informs  me  that  most  of  the  other  Indians  that  were  not  in 
Naharuke  Fort  that  was  taken,  were  got  into  another  fort  called  Cohunchc, 
who,  upon  hearing  of  the  taking  of  Naharuke,  all  scattered  and  left  their 
fort,  most  of  them  going  up  Moratuck  River. 


Now,  if  Tom  Blount  come  in  and  make  a  peace,  and  as  he  promises,  we 
shall  have  only  Mattamuskects,  Cotechneys,  and  Cores  to  deal  with,  who, 
albeit  they  may  give  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  yet  I  am  in  hopes,  if  CJol- 
onel  Moore  continue  in  with  us  with  his  Indians,  they  may  be  brought 
under  in  a  short  time. 


Colonel  Pollock  to  Governor  Spotswood. 

[JFhm  Oie  Voluoch  MSS.] 

[bxtractb.] 
Honored  Sir  :—  ^pm  80, 1718. 

Our  own  divisions  (chiefly  occasioned  by  the  Quakers,  and  some  few 
other  evil  disposed  persons)  hath  been  the  cause  of  all  our  troubles.  For 
the  Indians,  being  informed  by  some  of  the  traders  that  the  people  that 
lived  here  were  only  a  few  vagabond  persons  that  had  run  away  out  of  other 
governments,  and  had  settled  here  of  their  own  head,  without  any  authority, 
so  that  if  they  cut  tliem  off,  there  would  be  none  to  help  them  :  this,  with 
the  seeing  our  own  differences  rise  to  such  a  height  that  we  (consisting  of 
only  two  counties)  were  in  arms  each  against  other,  encouraged  them  to  fall 
upon  the  county  of  Bath,  not  expecting  they  would  have  any  assistance 
from  this  county  or  any  other  English  plantations.  This  is  the  chief  cause 
that  moved  the  Indians  to  rise  against  us,  so  far  as  I  can  understand. 

And  as  the  Quakers,  with  their  adherents,  have  been  a  great  occasion  to 
the  rise  of  the  war,  so  they,  with  two  or  three  persons  more  (not  in  such  post 
of  profit  and  trust  in  the  government  as  they  desired),  have  been  the  chief 
cause  that  the  war  hath  not  been  carried  on  with  that  vigor  it  ought,  by 
their  disobedience  to  the  government  encouraging  others  to  disobey.  And 
in  several  precincts,  they  being  the  most  numerous  in  the  election  fields, 
chose  such  members  of  Assembly  as  opposed  chiefly  what  was  necessary  for 
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carrying  on  the  war.  So  that  the  generality  of  the  people,  seeing  that  the 
Quakers,  for  their  disobedience  and  opposition  to  the  goveniment,  rose  ac- 
tually in  anns,  and  had  attacked  the  goveniment  and  council,  and  had 
escaped  without  any  manner  of  punishment,  they  were  emboldened  to  do 
the  like,  and  seemed  to  want  only  one  to  head  them  to  carry  on  another 
insurrection. 

As  for  ability  in  carrying  on  the  war,  it  is  so  little,  that  we  must,  if  pos- 
sibly we  can  upon  honorable  terms,  conclude  a  peace :  the  country  being 
more  in  debt  than  I  doubt  they  will  be  able  to  pay  this  ten  or  twelve  years, 
our  public  bills  not  passable,  and  little  or  no  provision  to  be  raised  in  the 
government  to  maintain  any  forces  out  against  the  enemy. 


Colonel  Pollock  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina. 
[Fnm  iht  Pollock  MSS."] 
Honorable  Sir: —  ifoy25,.17l8. 

We  have  concluded  a  peace  with  King  Blount  and  all  the  other  Tus- 
caroras  that  will  come  in  under  him,  he  being  to  deliver  up  all  that  we  can  . 
prove  have  hml  any  hand  in  the  massacre,  a  copy  of  which  articles  I  have 
sent  herewith  enclosed.  We  were  induced  to  this  by  reason  we  were  not 
able  to  raise  more  provision  to  maintain  the  army ;  and  also  it  was  thought 
better  to  have  some  of  them  on  the  frontiers,  than  to  have  our  out  planta- 
tions lie  open  to  the  insults  of  any  of  them  that  should  escape,  or  of  any 
other  straggling  Indians. 


As  for  Colonel  Barnwell,  I  can  find  nothing  more  material  to  be  ma<le 
appear  here  against  him,  than  what  your  honor  hath  account  of  already ; 
as  for  what  private  transactions  have  been  carried  on  between  him  and  Mr. 
Moseley,  they  have  been  kept  so  in  the  dark  that  it  is  next  to  an  impossi- 
bility to  prove  them. 

In  answer  to  yours  by  Mr.  Roach,  and  one  from  himself,  I  wrote  to  him, 
that  if  any  person  had  wronged  him,  the  law  was  open,  and  he  should  have 
justice  done  him  impartially ;  and  what  goods  of  his  had  been  impressed  for 
the  countrj's  service,  on  his  putting  his  claims  into  the  Assembly,  I  doubted 
not  it  would  be  alIowe<l  him  ;  and  as  to  his  settling  here  in  this  government, 
he  being  one  excepted  in  the  proclamation,  if  he  came  in  and  gave  bond  with 
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security  to  answer  at  the  provincial  court  what  should  be  objected  a^^inst 
him,  on  her  majesty's  behalf,  when  required,  that  I  was  willing  he  should 
not  be  called  to  answer  until  the  lords  proprietors'  pleasure  therein  were 
known ;  notwithstanding  which,  he  comes  with  his  sloop  into  Xeusc  River, 
and  there  trades  for  slaves  and  other  goods,  without  entering  or  clearing 
with  the  collector,  but  gets  a  simple  man,  for  threatening  and  drink,  to  enter 
and  clear  his  vessel,  and  so  is  gone  without  paying  the  duties  imposed  on 
West  India  goods  by  our  law,  as  I  am  informed  :  so  that  he  acts  with  the 
greatest  folly  imaginable,  expecting  your  honor  will  protect  him  in  what- 
ever he  does  here. 


Colonel  Carey  is  newly  arrived  from  England,  and  I  do  not  understand 
that  he  hath  brought  any  thing  from  the  lords  proprietors ;  only  says  that 
Brigadier  Nicholson  is  to  be  here  very  shortly  to  regulate  and  settle  all 
atfaii-8 ;  and  I  heartily  wish  he  were,  not  doubting  but,  being  a  prudent  and 
generous  man,  he  would  take  such  measures  as  would  prove  effectual  to 
bring  the  people  under  due  obedience,  and  to  sec  that  the  laws  were  better 
put  in  execution  ;  which  is  practicable  now  to  be  done  without  raising  a 
difference  and  rebellion  again  amongst  ourselves,  which  might  prove  fatal  in 
this  juncture,  while  the  Indian  war  continues. 


CoLONBL  Pollock  to  Governor  Spotswood. 

[From  the  Pollock  MS8.] 
IIoNOKED  Sir  : —  Chowax,  June  8.  1713. 

Our  Assembly  having  adjusted  what  public  claims  were  put  in,  and 
enacted  the  making  more  public  bills  passable  for  all  debts  for  rated  com- 
modities of  the  country,  were  adjourned  until  August  next 


Colonel  Pollock  to  Governor  Spotswood. 

[From  the  VoluockMSS.] 

November  16, 1718. 

Yours  of  October  16th  came  to  hand  last  night,  and  as  for  the  Meherrin 

Indians,  you  have  had  wrong  information  concerning  them ;  for  they  have 

answered  to  our  courts  they  have  submitted  themselves  by  articles  to  this 

government,  they  have  paid  tribute  here :  so  that  they  have  not  always  been 

accounted  in  your  government,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  always  here  been 

taken  to  be  in  this ;  and  it  was  only  the  convenience  of  trade  that  drew 
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them  to  submit  to  yours,  and  the  weakness  of  this  government  that  suf- 
fered it.  And,  moreover,  they,  living  in  the  controverted  bounds,  are  as 
much  in  our  government  as  in  yours,  until  the  line  is  determined  under 
which  they  are. 

And  as  the  tnbutary  Indians  under  this  government  are  as  much  under 
her  majesty  as  the  tributary  Indians  of  any  other  of  her  majesty's  planta- 
tions, so  if  I  had  endeavored  to  recover  or  preserve  and  insure  the  right  to 
tliese  Indians  for  the  lords  proprietors,  I  cannot  see  wherein  it  would  have 
been  any  encroachment  on  her  majesty's  right,  which  I  shall  always  study 
to  preserve  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  As  for  your  honor's  acquainting 
us  that  we  may  not  expect  any  assistance  of  men  from  the  Meherrins,  and 
that  you  have  ordered  them  not  to  acknowledge  our  government,  all  that  I 
can  say  to  it  at  present  is,  that  if  her  majesty's  subjects  under  your  govern- 
ment had  labored  under  the  hundredth  part  of  the  difficulties  and  troubles 
that  the  poor  people  here  have,  I  should  not  only  not  have  hindered  those 
Indians  that  you  had  any  pretence  of  right  to,  but  have  allowed  and 
encouraged  all  other  tributary  Indians  here,  and  all  other  her  majesty's 
subjects  to  assist  what  they  could.  I  think  it  very  hard  you  should 
blame  me  for  not  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  bounds,  when 
I  never  ha«l  any  orders  thereabout,  either  from  her  majesty  or  the  lords 
proprietoi's. 

I  hope  your  honor  will  take  no  exception  at  my  lawfdl  endeavors  to  main- 
tain my  mastei-s',  the  lords  proprietors,  right,  so  far  as  lawfully  I  can,  it 
being  my  duty. 

We  have  a  report  here  that  you  are  on  some  treaty  with  the  Tuscaroras, 
and  that  there  are  intentions  of  drawing  them  in  under  your  protection,  and 
settling  of  them  in  your  limits;  which  seems  to  me  so  unjust,  and  the  con- 
sequences so  apparently  destructive  to  her  majesty's  subjects  here,  that  I 
can  never  think  those  that  mind  their  own  rather  than  your  honor  or  safety, 
and  the  prosperity  of  her  majesty's  subjects,  can  persuade  your  honor  to 
consent  to  it. 
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No.  XVIII. 


Minutes  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Spotswood  to  the  Board 

OF  Trade. 

[Ffcm  Chalmebs'  MSS.  in  Mb.  Baiccboft's  eolUetion.] 

June,  1718. 
That  the  happy  prospect  of  affairs  in  North  Carolina  gave  him  sat- 
isfaction. The  forces  sent  thither  this  winter  from  South  Carolina,  under 
Colonel  Moore,  had  obtained  a  considerable  advantage  over  the  Tuscaroras, 
by  taking  the  only  important  fort  they  had,  and  by  this  and  other  rencoun- 
ters had  killed  or  taken  a  thousand.  This  blow  having  extremely  fright- 
ened them,  it  was  necessary  to  improve  it  by  proposing  a  peace,  since  the 
government  of  North  Carolina  was  unable  to  prosecute  the  war.  This  the 
more  necessary,  as  it  had  been  discovered  that  they  had,  all  through  the 
war,  been  aided  by  the  Senccas  and  Five  Nations.  A  party  of  these  per- 
suaded the  neutral  Indians  to  join  the  Tuscaroras,  and  had  plundered  some 
Virginia  traders.  This,  with  some  murders,  obliged  him  to  command  out 
all  the  rangers,  but  they  had  retired. 


No.  XIX. 


Minutes  from  a  Letter  written  by  Governor  Spotswood  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

[Fr<»n  Chalmers'  MSS.  in  Mr.  Bancroft's  coUeetion.] 

November  16,  1718. 
His  last  gave  an  account  of  an  intended  expedition  to  secure  the  frontier 
from  the  incui-sions  of  the  Tuscaroras,  who  had  kept  the  colony  in  constant 
alarms ;  but  badly  seconded  by  the  frontier  inhabitants.  Found  it  high 
time  to  endeavor  to  accomplish  that  by  peace,  which  the  disposition  of  the 
people  would  not  enable  him  to  do  by  war.  With  this  new,  sent  out  a 
party  of  tributary  Indians,  under  the  command  of  two  traders,  who,  after  ten 
days'  march,  found  the  Tuscaroras  dispersed  in  small  parties,  in  a  miserable 
condition,  living  like  beasts  without  habitation,  and  without  other  provisions 
than  what  the  woods  afforded.     Debating  whether  to  return  home  and  run 
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the  risk  of  being  destroyed,  or  of  submitting  to  the  Senecas,  who  had  made 
them  large  oflPers.     They  desire  peace. 

[They  accepted  the  offers  of  the  Senecas,  joined  them,  and  went  to  New 
York,  thus  adding  a  »ixth  to  the  "  Five  Nations  "] 


No.  XX. 

Colonel  Pollock  to  Governor  Spots  wood. 

[From  the  Pollock  M88.] 

May  IT  PLEASE  your  Excellency  : —  Augutt  8, 1714. 

Yours  by  Captain  Dimming  received,  with  her  majesty's  speech  to  this 
parliament,  for  which  I  return  you  my  humble  and  hearty  thanks.  Gover- 
nor Eden  arrived  here  last  May,  all  being  in  peace  and  quietness,  only  one 
or  two  small  parties  of  enemy  Indians  that  continued  to  do  mischief  on  our 
frontiers.  Colonel  Carey  is  gone  for  the  West  Indies,  but  intends  in  again 
this  fall. 


No.  XXL 


Minutes  from  a  Letter  written  by  the  Council  of  North  Caro- 
lina TO  THE  Lords  Proprietors. 

[F^rom  Chalmkbs'  MS8.  in  Mr.  Bancroft's  coUeetion.] 

July,  1729. 
**  The  council  complains  against  Sir  Richard  Everard  of  matters  of  a 
heinous  and  extraordinary  nature." 


"Report  to  board  of  lords  proprietors — dated  September,  1729." 


"  That  the  governor  who  will  be  soon  sent  thither,  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  complaints  of  Everard^s  being  a  Jacobite" 
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Rulers  during  the  Existence  of  thb  Proprietary  Government. 
1668-1729. 


KXGLISU  SOVKRKIQNS. 


1668^ 

1664 

1665 

1666 

1667 

1668 

1669 

1670 

1671 

167-2 

1678 

I  1674 

,  1675 

1676 

1677 

I  i67S 

I  1679 

'  1680 

I  16SI 

16S2 

I  1688 

,  16H4 

I  1685 

16S6 

j  16S7 

I  16SS 

I  16S9 

,  16911 

1691 

1692 

1698 

1694 

li95 


165)7 
1698 
1699 
17(KI 
1701 
17U2, 

1704 
17<i5 
1706 
1707 
17<tS 
17«9 
1710 
1711 

1712 

1718 

1714. 

1715' 

1716 

1717 

1718 

1719 

17iW 

1721 

1722 

1728 
1724 
1726 
1726 
1727 
1728 
1729 


Charles  the  Second. 


James  the  Second. 


William  and  Maiy. 


Anne. 


Goofge  the  First 


George  the  Second. 


GOVKRNOIIS  OF  ALUKMAKLK  AND  NORTU  CAROLINA. 


1668- William  Drummond. 
16  4 
1665 
1666 

1667— Samael  Stephena.  (October.) 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
1672 
1678 

1 674— Carteret    (President  of  CounoIL) 
1675 
1676 

1677— Miller.     (President  ot  Council.     Julv.)     Culpepper 
1678  nsiirped  the  government    December. 

1679 

1680  i  '^**''"  Ilarvof.    (President  of  Council.) 
^)  Joim  Jenliins.    (Appointed  Governor.) 
1681— Henry  Willcinson.    (Appointed  Governor.   Febmary.) 
1682 

1688— Seth  SotheL  (Appointed  Governor.) 
16S4 
1685 
16S6 
1687 
1688 

1689— Philip  LndwelL    (Governor.) 
1690 
1691 
1692 

1698— Alexander  LUlington.    (Deputy  Governor.) 
1694 

1695— Thomas  Ilarrey.    (Deputy  (Governor.) 
1696 
1697 
16:18 

1699— Henderson  Walker.    (President  of  Council.) 
1700 
1701 
1702 
1708 

1704-R«»bcrt  Daniel. 
1705 -Thomas  Carey. 
1706 
1707 
1708 

1709— William  Glover.    (President  of  Council.) 
1710— Edward  Hyde.    (President  of  Council    August) 

T7,oj  E<lward  Hyde.    (Governor.    January.) 

^  *>^  1  Thomas  Pollock.    (President  of  Council.   September.) 

1718 

1714— Charles  Eden.    (Governor.    May.) 

1715 

1716 

1717 

171S 

1719 

1720 

1721 

1790  i  Thon^aa  Pollock.    (President  of  Connoil.    March.) 

^ '"  }  William  Kee<L    (President  of  Council    September.) 

1728 

1724 — Georjce  Burrington.    (Governor.    January.) 

1725— Sir  Klchard  Everard.    (Governor.) 

1726 

1727 

1728 

1729 


S 


(Deputy  Governor.) 
(Deputy  Governor.) 


ItsT^RR^TIVE. 


CHAPTER  VL 

CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  HISTORY. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  the  reader,  that  the  earhest  grant 
made  to  the  lords  proprietors  did  not  include  the  whole  of  the 
present  State  of  North  Carolina.  Its  northern  line  fell  short  of  the 
southern  boundary  of  Yirginia  by  half  a  degree  of  latitude.  Not- 
withstanding this,  an  unwarranted  exhibition  of  authority  estab- 
lished virtually  the  proprietary  dominion  over  this  unappropriated 
territory.  Tliis  assumption  of  title  resulted  from  accident.  Sir 
William  Berkeley,  one  of  the  first  body  of  proprietors,  happened, 
at  the  time  of  the  grant  (1663),  to  be  governor  of  Virginia ;  and 
no  one  knew  better  than  he  did,  tliat  the  boundaries  of  the  province 
over  which  he  ruled  did  not  extend  as  far  south  as  Albemarle. 
But  his  co-proprietors,  as  soon  as  tlieir  patent  had  passed  the  seals, 
wrote  to  Berkeley,  stating  that  they  had  been  informed  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  settlement  on  Chowan,  and  were  of  opinion  that  a  govern- 
ment should  be  formed  there  forthwith.  In  the  imperfect  state  of 
their  geographical  knowledge,  they  could  not  be  certain  that  this 
settlement  fell  within  their  boundaries.  In  point  of  fact,  the 
Chowan  River  was  almost  entirely  without  their  limits.  The 
thirty-sixth  degree  of  north  latitude,  wliich  was  their  chartered 
line,  crossed  the  Chowan  at  or  very  near  its  montli.  They  conse- 
quently had  little  or  no  jurisdiction  over  the  ancient  county  of 
Al])eniarle  under  their  first  patent. 

Tliis,  however,  was  a  circumstance  much  too  trifling  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  men  who  possessed  the  favor  of  their  sovereign,  and 
who  had  influence  enough  to  obtain  from  the  privy  council  an  or- 
dinance annulling  all  titles  but  their  own.    Tliey  accordingly,  in 
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the  same  letter,  requested  Berkeley  to  visit  this  settlement  on 
Chowan,  and  to  appoint  for  it  a  governor  with  six  councillors,  who 
might  administer  its  affairs.  To  Berkeley  was  committed  the 
power  of  confirming  the  settlers  in  their  respective  possessions,  and 
to  make  grants  of  lands,  allowing  three  years  for  the  payment  of 
quit-rents.  The  governor  and  his  council,  with  "  the  consent  of  the 
delegates  of  the  freemen,"  were  empowered  "  to  make  laws  for 
the  general  good,  transmitting  them  for  the  approbation  of  the 
proprietors."*  Berkeley,  in  the  autumn  of  1663,  complied  with 
these  requests  of  the  proprietors :  he  visited  Chowan,  confirmed 
and  granted  lands,  and  appointed  a  governor  and  council,  as  de- 
sired. Tlius  was  the  fii-st  governor  of  North  Carolina  appointed, — 
not  by  the  vote  of  the  people,  not  by  seeking  any  expression  of 
their  wishes  in  any  mode,  but  by  one  man,  acting  under  the  direc- 
ti(m  of  otliei-s,  who  had  no  more  authority  to  direct  than  any  otlier 
body  of  men  in  Christendom. 

Berkeley  appointed  as  governor,  William  Drcmmond,  whose 
name  is  still  pei-petuated,  in  the  region  of  Albemarle,  by  a  lake 
in  the  bosom  of  the  great  Dismal  Swamp.  Of  the  tiret  gover- 
nor of  North  Carolina  but  little  appears  to  be  known ;  and  the 
remark  of  the  historian,  who  seems  at  least  to  reproach  his  pre- 
decessors for  their  ignorance  on  this  subject^  would  probably 
have  been  less  severe,  had  he  but  reflected  how  imavailing,  after 
all,  had  been  his  own  pei*severing  research,  in  adding  to  that 
little.^  lie  informs  us,  and  we  think  truly,  that  he  was  of  Vir- 
ginia, because  his  name  is  found  in  the  records  of  Virginia  legisla- 
tion ;  to  which  he  might  have  added,  that  all  the  first  settlei's  of 
Albemarle  came  from  Virginia.  lie  also  informs  us  that  he  was 
a  Scotchman,  because,  in  a  list  of  those  whom  Berkeley  executed 
ten  years  afterwai-d  for  participating  in  what  was  known  as  "  Ba- 
con's Rebellion,"  he  finds  the  entry,  '*  Drummond,  a  Scotchman  ;" 
and  there  is  ample  evidence  that  the  rebel  was  the  ex -governor  of 
North  Carolina.  From  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Scotchman,  he  in- 
fers that  he  was  probably  a  Presbyterian ;  and  so  he  may  have 
been.  From  the  known  bigotry  of  Berkeley,  it  might,  at  first 
view,  seem  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  no  one,  not  confomi- 

1  ChalmorB*  An.,  p.  519.    Ante,  p.  28.  *  8  Buucroft*^  Uist.,  p.  185. 
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ing  to  the  Church  of  England,  would  be  appointed  to  office  by  him : 
but  Berkeley's  churchnianship,  we  apprehend,  was  elastic  enough 
to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  policy.  Probably,  many  of  the  first  set- 
tlers in  Albemarle  were  not  particularly  attached  to  the  Church 
of  England,  though  they  might  have  been  reared  in  it:  that  a 
considerable  proportion  was  indifferent,  we  know.  The  Quakers 
were  no  small  part  of  the  infant  colony :  they  had  fled  purposely 
to  escape  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Episcopal  establishment  in 
Virginia,  and  the  Puritan  model  in  Massachusetts.  Others,  not  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  had  come,  many  of  whom  probably  cared 
but  little  for  any  religion  at  all,  and  looked  with  a  favorable  eye 
to  an  exemption  from  taxes  for  the  support  of  an  establishment : 
dissent  was  less  expensive  than  conformity,  and,  in  this  sense,  they 
were  dissenters.  It  was  politic,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  Berkeley 
to  appoint  as  governor  one  not  likely  to  be  viewed  with  prejudice 
on  account  of  an  obnoxious  creed.  Ho  was  instructed  by  his  co- 
proprietors  to  conciliate,  as  much  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  colonists.  We  think,  with  the  historian,  that  Drummond 
was  a  Presbyterian ;  and  further,  we  believe  that  on  that  account, 
in  part,  he  was  appointed.  The  country,  in  fact,  belonged  to  no 
one  by  virtue  of  any  grant  then  existing,  and  Berkeley  knew  it. 
Had  he  ex^perated  the  people  at  first  by  any  demonstration  of 
intolerance  or  bigotiy,  they  might  have  forcibly  resisted,  or  even 
overturaed  the  government  he  sought  to  establish,  without  incur- 
ring the  penalties  of  treason.  His  policy  was  to  keep  them  satis- 
fied, as  he  secretly  contemplated  the  acquisition  to  himself  and  his 
co-proprietors  of  this  unappropriated  territory,  by  quietly  obtaining 
from  the  king  an  enlarged  charter,  which  should  extend  the  royal 
grant  to  the  boundary  of  Virginia. 

Chalmere  informs  us  that  Drummond  was  a  man  of  "  prudence 
and  abilities;"*  Martin  calls  him  "a  man  of  prudence  and  fideli- 
ty :"^  Mr.  Bancroft,  for  "fidelity,"  substitutes  the  more  equivo- 
cal merit  of  "popularity."  In  this  we  think  he  wrongs  Drum- 
mond :  mere  popularity  may  be  purchased  by  unworthy  compli- 
ances and  dirty  means,  while  ability  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  fidel- 
ity flows  from  elevated  principle  only.     We  do  not  find,  in  any 

>  Cbalmon'  Anaals,  p.  519.  *  1  Martin,  p.  188. 
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thing  we  have  read  of  Drummond,  evidence  that  he  was  remarka- 
bly popular.  On  the  contrary,  from  his  bold  and  fearless  spirit  of 
resistance  to  Berkeley  in  the  affair  of  Bacon,  and  from  the  direct 
and  uncourtly  plainness  of  his  speech,  we  sliould  infer  that  he  was 
no  popularity-seeker,  and  but  little  likely  to  be  the  idol  of  a 
mob ;  especially,  if  he  invited  them  to  array  themselves  against 
the  influence  and  strength  of  a  royal  governor,  and,  putting  a 
halter^  around  their  necks,  to  engage  in  undoubted  treason.  We 
think  that  Drummond  was  an  intrepid  and  honest  man,  too  proud 
to  seek  popularity ;  though  it  is  not  improbable  that  there  were 
kindred  spirits  who  could  appreciate  him,  and  who  were  ready  to 
make  him  a  leader,  and  follow  the  promptings  of  his  strong  mind 
and  indomitable  will;  but  these,  of  course,  constituted,  as  they 
always  do,  the  minority.  Drummond,  we  are  further  told,  was 
"  deeply  imbued  with  the  passion  for  popular  liberty,"  *  For  pop- 
ular liberty  in  the  abstract,  we  apprehend  his  sympathies  were  not 
particularly  enlisted ;  for  we  caimot  class  him  among  those  un- 
principled demagogues,  who  are  eternally  shouting  forth  their  dis- 
interested love  for  the  "dear  people,"' and  their  earnest  desire  to 
])reserve  for  them,  "  popular  liberty."  He  contended  for  what  lie 
believed  to  be  the  liberty  and  rights  of  William  Drummond ;  and 
in  so  doing,  he  resisted  what  he  honestly  deemed  the  unlawful  ex- 
ercise of  authority  by  Berkeley.  He  failed  in  his  resistance,  and 
paid  the  penalty.  He  is  entitled  to  respect,  but  not  because  of  any 
lying  affectation  of  disinterested  "  patriotism."  He  was  not  fac- 
tious for  the  sake  of  mere  faction,  nor  did  he  seek  to  revolutionize 
from  an  abstract  admiration  of  political  revolutions. 

And  here  it  may  be  as  well  to  present  the  little  we  have  found 
in  addition  concerning  Drummond,  and  to  trace  him  to  his  end. 
After  his  removal  from  Albemarle  in  October,  1667,  he  resided  at 
James  City,  in  Virginia.  In  1675  the  troubles  in  Virginia,  known 
as  "Bacon's  Rebellion,"  commenced.  The  chief  instigator  of  Ba- 
con was  undoubtedly  a  man  named  Laurence.  He  had  been 
educated  at  Oxford,  "  and  for  wit,  learning,  and  sobriety,  was 
equalled  there  by  few."^  Tliis  individual  had  been,  as  he  be- 
lieved,  unjustly  treated  by  Berkeley  in  a   lawsuit,  some  years 

*  Biincroftr.  «  Biicoifa  Kcbellion,  Force's  Tracte,  vol.  i.  p.  15  of  Tract. 
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before,  when  his  rights  and  interests  .had  been  sacrificed  for  the 
sake  of  a  corrupt  favorite.  Personally  he  was  the  enemy  of  the 
governor,  and  his  dislike  was  cordially  recijjrocated.  It  is  not  to 
be  denied  that  the  Virginians  w^ere  greatly  injured  by  the  aggres- 
sions and  murders  of  the  Indians  at  the  time  Bacon  took  up  arms ; 
and  that  Berkeley,  if  not  indifferent  to  the  call  made  on  him  for 
redress,  was,  at  any  rate,  less  prompt  than  the  exigency  demand- 
ed. Laurence  was  Bacon's  chief  adviser ;  and  "  the  received 
opinion  in  Virginia  very  much  attributed  the  promoting  these 
perturbations"  to  him.* 

Drummond  had  no  reason  to  love  Berkeley.  He  differed  from 
him  in  religion,  in  politics,  and  in  habits.  There  is,  however,  no 
evidence  that  we  have  seen  to  show  that  from  the  time  Berkeley 
removed  him  from  the  government  of  North  Carolina,  up  to  the 
period  when  Bacon  took  up  arms,  he  had  been  other  than  a  quiet 
and  orderly  citizen  of  Virginia.  He  was,  indeed,  and  he  very 
well  knew  it,  the  object  of  the  governor's  bitter  animosity  ;  but 
his  contemporaries  tell  us  that  he  "  was  a  sober  Scotch  gentleman, 
of  good  repute."  ^  Whether  Bacon's  movements  roused  him,  or 
whether  he  stimulated  Bacon,  we  cannot  tell ;  but,  after  the 
troubles  began,  he  very  soon  attached  his  fortunes  to  those  of  the 
men  associated  in  arms  under  Bacon ;  and  his  intelligence  and 
position  in  society,  added  to  the  decision  and  courage  which  were 
his  characteristics,  necessarily  made  him  prominent. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that. his  resolution  of  purpose  was 
srrengthened  by  the  sympathetic  ardor  of  his  wife.  She  was  a 
woman  of  high  order  of  intellect,  and  in  personal  courage  not 
inferior  to  her  husband.  She  shared  alike  his  feelings  and  his 
perils.  Ever  hopeful,  her  constant  exclamation  was,  "  We  shall 
do  well  enough."  "The  child  that  is  imborn,"  said  she,  "shall 
have  cause  to  rejoice  at  this  rising  of  the  country."  To  those  who 
in  their  timidity  shrank  from  a  possible  collision  with  the  power 
of  the  mother  country,  she  said,  "  I  fear  the  power  of  England  no 
more  than  a  broken  straw ;"  and  suiting  the  action  to  the  word, 
she  snatched  a  twig  from  the  ground,  and,  breaking  it  in  two, 
threw  the  fragments  from  her  in  indignant  scorn,  as  if  to  indicate 

»  Bocon^A  Rebellion,  Force's  Tracts*,  vol  i.,  Appendix  to  Tract. 
•Ibid.,  p.  28  of  Tract. 
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the  contempt  she  felt  for  the  power  she  was  thus  boldly  con- 
temning. 

But  these  were  exhibitions  made  when  the  proceedings  of  Ba- 
C(m  had  reached  a  height  that  admitted  of  no  compromise. 
Dnimmond  had  too  much  sense  not  to  perceive  that  so  far  as  he, 
at  least,  was  concerned,  the  issue  was  one  of  life  or  death.  '*  I 
am  in  over  shoes,"  said  he ;  "  I  will  be  in  over  boots."  His  lan- 
guage to  Laurence  was,  "Your  sword  is  your  commission  and 
mine  too;  the  sword  must  end  it."  There  was  a  desperate  earnest- 
ness in  both  these  men.  During  the  strife  they  both  set  fire  to 
their  own  habitations,  lest  they  should  give  shelter  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  his  troops ;  and  Berkeley  knew  them  so  well,  that  in 
his  proclamation  of  pardon,  they  were  specially  excepted  from  its 
benefits.* 

Di-ummond  was  at  length  taken  prisoner.  Laurence  (as  it  is 
supposed)  drowned  himself,  to  escape  falling  into  the  hands  of 
Berkeley.  When  the  governor  saw  his  unfortunate  prisoner  be- 
fore him,  he  could  not  conceal  his  triumph,  nor  withhold  his  brutal 
mockery.  There  was  no  generosity  in  his  nature ;  he  was  alike 
heartless  and  vindictive.  His  salutation,  accompanied  by  a  pro- 
found and  insulting  bow  of  feigned  respect,  suflSciently  indicates 
the  almost  inconceivable  littleness  of  his  vulgar  soul :  "  Mr. 
Drummond !  you  are  very  welcome.  I  am  more  glad  to  see  you 
than  any  man  in  Virginia.  Mr.  Drummond,  you  shall  be  hanged 
in  half  an  hour."^  His  victim,  who  had  doubtless  counted  the 
cost  when  he  engaged  in  the  work,  replied  with  perfect  coolness, 
"  What  your  honor  pleases."  It  required  about  two  houi*s  to  erect 
a  gibbet,  convene  a  council  of  war,  pass  through  the  forms  of  a 
trial,  and  sentence  the  prisoner  to  death ;  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  was  executed.  As  if  this  were  not  enough  to  satisfy  his 
revenge,  he  escheated  Drummond's  lands,  claimed  all  his  person- 
alty as  forfeited  by  his  treason,  and  reduced  his  wife  and  childi*eu 
to  beggary. 

As  to  Mrs.  Drummond,  she  remained  in  Virginia,  and  subse- 
quent events  in  her  life  have  suggested  to  the  mind  of  one  of  the 
most  patient,  laborious,  and  enthusiastic  students  of  our  early  an- 

»  Bucou^ri  Rebellion,  1  Force's  Tracts,  p.  28.  •  Ibid.,  vol.  i. 
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nals,  an  liistorical  conjecture  which  is  so  plausible  as  to  quicken 
our  researches  for  further  information.^  This  gentleman  groups 
the  following  facts,  as  possibly  illustrating  the  events  of  which  we 
have  been  treating.  Berkeley,  as  Ave  have  seen,  appointed  Drum- 
mond  the  first  governor  of  Albemarle,  in  tlie  autumn  of  1663.  In 
October  of  1667,  he  removed  him,  and'  caused  to  be  put  in  liis 
place,  Samuel  Stephens,  who  died  early  in  1674.  Berkeley  mar- 
ried the  widow  of  Stephens,  who  thus  became  Lady  Frances 
Berkeley.  In  April,  166I^vBerkeley  retired  from  oflSce,  and  re- 
turned to  England,  where  he  died,  as  it  is  said,  from  mortified 
feelings,  produced  by  the  king's  rebuke  of  his  bloody  proceedings 
in  Virginia.  At  any  rate,  the  king's  remark  would  have  formed 
a  suitable  epitaph  for  Berkeley's  monument,  and  nnlike  most  mon- 
umental inscriptions,  would  have  spoken  tlie  truth:  "That  old 
fool"  (said  the  king)  "  has  hanged  more  men  in  that  naked  coun- 
try, than  I  have  done  for  the  murder  of  my  father."  After  Berke- 
ley's death,  Lady  Frances,  illustrating  what  Dr.  Johnson  calls 
"  the  triumph  of  hope  over  experience,"  ventured  a  tliird  time  on 
matrimony,  and  became  the  wife  of  Philip  Ludwell,  who  had 
been  the  active  partisan  and  friend  of  Berkeley  in  the  rebellion 
of  Bacon.  In  1689,  Ludwell  was  made  governor  of  Albemarle, 
and  in  1693,  of  all  Carolina,  both  North  and  South.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  the  lady  (who,  by  the  way,  retained,  as  by  law  she 
was  entitled  to,  the  title  of  Lady  Frances  Berkeley,  up  to  the  time 
of  her  death)  had  been  the  wife  of  three  governors :  two  of  Albe- 
marle (Stephens  and  Ludwell),  and  one  of  Virginia  (Berkeley), 
Mrs.  Drummond  had  been  the  wife  of  one  governor  of  Albemarle, 
who  was  removed  by  one  of  Lady  Frances'  husbands  (Berkeley), 
and  succeeded  by  another  (Stephens). 

In  1679,  Mrs.  Drummond,  completely  beggared  by  the  death  of 
her  husband,  appealed  to  Carolina,  and  sought  to  recover  some 
debts  due  to  her  husband  there ;  and  also  brought  a  suit  against 
Lady  Frances  in  Virginia,  as  a  co-trespasser  with  her  husband, 
Berkeley,  in  taking  possession  of  the  lands  and  goods  of  her  hus- 
band under  the  alleged  forfeiture  for  treason,  and  a  Virginia  jury 
gave  a  verdict  in  her  favor. 

»  Ex-governor  Swain,  president  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina. 
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Nothing  was  more  natural  than  that  these  two  wives  of  gover- 
nors should  have  sympathized  with  their  respective  husbands; 
and  as  their  liege  lords  were  thrown  into  a  position  of  political 
and  personal  antagonism,  and  as  the  strife  terminated  at  last  in 
blood,  nothing  was  less  likely  than  that  these  ladies  should  love 
each  other. 

Tlie  influence  of  these  females  over  their  husbands  may  there- 
fore form  an  item,  worth  the  consideration  of  the  historian  of 
Bacon's  rebellion,  who  is  seeking  to  find  aU  the  causes  that  con- 
tributed to  produce  that  event.  It  may  be  that,  though  the  agency 
is  unseen,  the  influence  not  potent,  yet  in  part,  at  least,  it  may 
with  truth  be  said,  Dux  fcemina  fdcti.  Without  intending  dis- 
paragement to  the  sex,  we  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  two 
angry  women  may  not  only,  severally,  stimulate  their  husbands 
to  increased  resentment  and  violence,  where  a  strife  already  exists 
between  them,  but  may  fan  incipient  alienation  and  dislike  into 
the  flame  of  positive  quarrel,  and  fumish  fuel  to  keep  it  brightly 
buniing,  when,  if  left  to  itself,  the  fire  would  smoulder  and  leave 
no  trace  beyond  the  mark  of  cold  and  harmless  ashes.  The  his- 
torical question  suggested  by  Governor  Swain  is  this :  How  much 
had  these  ladies  to  do  with  the  troubles  of  the  Bacon  rebellion  ? 
The  drama  resolves  itself  into  three  acts.  Mrs.  Dnimmond's  hus- 
band is  deposed  from  office ;  Mrs.  Stephens'  husband  is  put  in  his 
place.    This  is  act  the  first. 

Drummond  is  in  open  rebellion  against  Berkeley ;  his  wife,  as 
we  have  seen,  urging  him  on ;  she  who  was  Mre.  Stephens,  in  act 
the  first,  is  now  Lady  Berkeley.     This  is  act  the  second. 

After  both  Drummond  and  Berkeley  are  dead,  Mrs.  Drummond 
is  found  dragging  the  Lady  Berkeley  of  act  second  before  the 
courts  (now  Mrs.  Ludwell),  to  regain  the  property  which  she  ob- 
tained as  the  wife  of  Berkeley.  This  is  act  the  third.^  Returning 
now  from  this  digression,  into  which  we  have  been  led  by  tlie  in- 
genious and  suggestive  conjecture  of  our  distinguished  countr}'- 
man,  we  resume  the  thread  of  our  narrative. 

Berkeley's  visit  to  Chowan  had  shown  him  the  necessity  of 
another  patent  to  give  to  the  lords  proprietors  jurisdiction  over 

»  MS.  lecture,  delivered  by  Governor  Swain  in  Raleigh,  before  the  "  Oak  City  Guards," 
ill  the  winter  of  1856-7. 
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the  region  in  which  they  had  directed  him  tx)  form  a  government. 
Fonner  writers  on  this  subject  conjecture  divers  possible  causes 
which  prompted  the  proprietoi*s  to  ask  for  a  new  charter.  Chal- 
mers states  that  tlie  information  they  had  acquired,  in  careful 
exploration  of  the  whole  coast  of  their  first  grant,  had  brought  to 
their  notice,  "  on  both  extremes  of  their  province,  tracts  of  land 
that  would  form  advantageous  additions."^  Martin  tells  us,  that 
"surmising  some  lands  beyond  the  southern  boundary  of  their 
province  to  be  of  considerable  importance,"  application  was  made 
for  a  second  charter  which  might  include  them.^  Anderson  inti- 
mates that  two  considerations  may  have  influenced  them  in  seek- 
ing an  addition  to  their  territory.  First,  they  thought  their  chai'ter 
should  extend  further  south,  because  all  tlie  rich  silver  mines  that 
had  then  been  discovered  were  nearer  to  the  equator  than  thirty- 
one  degrees.  Secondly,  the  then  feeble  condition  of  Spain  made 
the  time  favorable  to  the  extension  of  British  possession  as  far 
south  on  the  Florida  coast  as  still  remained  unplanted  by  Spain 
or  any  other  European  power.^  Tliese  may  all  have  been  opera- 
tive causes  in  producing,  on  the  part  of  the  lords  proprietoi*8,  a 
desire  of  extending  their  settlements  toward  the  south  ;  but  as  it 
respects  enlargement  toward  the  north,  they  are  inapplicable. 
Colonel  Byrd  of  Virginia,  who  was  bom  not  long  after  the  charter 
of  1605  was  made,  and  who  lived  during  the  administration  of 
Beikeley,  states,  and  no  doubt  truly,  that  "Sir  William  Berkeley, 
who  was  one  of  the  grantees,  and  at  that  time  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, finding  a  territory  of  thirty-one  miles  in  breadth,  between 
tlie  inhabited  part  of  Virginia  and  the  above-mentioned  boundary 
of  Carolina  [36°],  advised  the  Lord  Clarendon  of  it.  And  his 
lordship  had  interest  enough  with  the  king  to  obtain  a  second 
patent  to  include  it,  dated  June  30th,  1665."* 

By  this  patent  very  large  powers  were  granted ;  so  large  that, 
as  Clialmers  has  remarked,  "  no  one  prerogative  of  tiie  crown  was 
preserved,  except  only  the  sovereign  dominion."*  He  further 
adds,  what  has  been  repeated  from  him  by  every  subsequent  his- 
torian, that  Clarendon  tlie  chancellor,  who  was  impeached  for  in- 

'  rimlmers'  Annals,  p.  521.  •  AndcrnonV  Hint,  of  Commerce,  vol.  ii.  p.  641. 

«  1  Martin's  Hint,  of  N.  C,  p.  140.  <  Wentover  MSS.,  p.  8. 

*  AnnnU,  p.  622.    See  abstract  of  charter,  anto,  p.  107. 
Vol.  II.— 29 
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trodncing  "  arUtra/ry  government  into  the  plantations,"  might  more 
truly  have  been  charged  with  "  sacrificing  the  legal  powers  of  the 
crown,  and  the  national  rights,  at  the  shrine  of  his  colonial  pre- 
possessions." 

But  though  this  second  charter  defined  the  line  that  was  to  di- 
vide Virginia  and  Carolina,  and  stated  on  what  part  of  the  globe 
it  was  to  be  drawn,  viz.,  36°  30'  north  latitude ;  yet  astronomical 
observation  had  not  fixed  its  precise  locality,  and  consequently 
the  people  on  the  frontiers  of  both  provinces  entered  land  and 
took  out  patents  by  guess,  either  from  the  king  or  the  lords  pro- 
prietors. The  grants  of  the  latter,  however,  were  more  desirable, 
because  both  as  to  terms  of  entry  and  yearly  taxes,  tliey  were  less 
burdensome  than  the  price  and  levies  imposed  by  the  laws  of 
Virginia.  This  statement  will  explain  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
earliest  grants  of  land,  now  confessedly  in  Carolina,  but  lying  near 
the  border,  are  signed  by  Sir  William  Berkeley.  The  oldest  land 
title  that  we  know  in  North  Carolina,  and  that  which  we  think 
was  actually  the  first,  is  still  on  record.  It  is  the  grant  made  by 
Cistacanoe^  king  of  the  Yeopim  Indians,  in  1662,  to  Durant,  for  a 
neck  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  Little  and  Perquimons  rivers,  which 
still  bears  the  name  of  the  grantee.  In  1663,  Berkeley  confirmed 
this  grant  by  a  patent  under  his  own  signature. 

How  Dnimmond  discharged  his  duties  as  governor,  after  Berice- 
ley  left  him  in  Albemarle,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  We 
may  presume,  however,  that  he  ruled  well,  inasmuch  as  the  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  was  small,  the  country  yielded  an  abundance  of 
food,  the  laws  were  liberal,  Drummond  himself  was  "  a  sober  gen- 
tleman of  good  repute,"  and  no  complaint  of  his  administration 
has  come  down  to  us.  The  probabilities  therefore  are,  that  he  was 
a  good  governor.  Why  Berkeley  removed  him,  we  know  not ;  we 
may  conjecture  that  he  supposed  the  time  to  have  come  when  he 
might  safely  cease  any  longer  to  tolerate  what  he  never  cordially 
approved,  and  might  indulge  his  bigotry  by  reducing  a  Presby- 
terian to  the  ranks.  However,  without  undertaking  to  define  his 
motives,  it  is  our  part  to  chronicle  facts  and  say,  that  so  it  was, 
Berkeley  removed  Drummond  in  October,  1667,  after  he  had 
ruled  Carolina  just  four  years,  and  caused  to  be  appointed  in  his 
place  Samuel  Stephens. 
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Of  some  of  the  events  that  occurred  during  Drummond's  ad- 
ministration, we  have  a  slight  record,  though  much  less  than  is 
desirable.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  payment  of  quit-rents, 
in  the  grants  made  by  Berkeley,  was  deferred  for  three  years. 
But  as  the  limited  time  drew  near  its  close,  the  people  (like  all 
others  unprepared  to  meet  the  day  of  payment,  which  inevitably 
comes  at  last),  instead  of  reproaching  themselves  for  inability, 
looked  around  for  something  else  on  which  they  might  fasten  the 
fault  of  their  defalcation.  They  found  it  in  the  tenure  by  which 
they  held  their  lands,  and  consequently  determined  to  ask  of  the 
proprietors  a  change  in  that  particular.  In  1666,  an  Assembly  met, 
and,  in  compliance  witli  the  wishes  of  their  constituency,  petitioned 
their  lordships  to  permit  the  inhabitants  of  Albemarle  to  hold 
their  lands  on  the  same  terms  as  those  on  which  the  Virginians 
enjoyed  tlieirs.  The  proprietors,  anxious,  by  pleasing  the  inhabit- 
ants, to  invite  additional  settlers,  readily  consented  to  their  request, 
and  directed  the  governor  to  grant  lands  to  settlers,  in  future,  on 
their  own  terms.*  As  we  have  explained,  in  the  previous  chapter 
on  the  law  and  its  administration,  the  advantage  gained  by  hold- 
ing lands  on  a  tenure  similar  to  that  in  Virginia,  was  an  exemption 
from  forfeiture,  and  a  consequent  return  of  the  land  to  the  proprie- 
tors in  cases  where,  for  every  fifty  acres  in  the  grant,  there  had 
not  been  cleared  and  cultivated  within  three  years  at  least  three 
acres. 

In  the  records  of  Perquimons,  we  find  an  entry  showing  that 
some  of  the  inhabitants,  shrewd  Quakers,  availed  themselves  of 
this  concession,  and  by  a  formal  act  reserved  to  themselves  all  its 
benefits,  when  they  afterward  subscribed  the  "  fundamental  con- 
stitutions "  They  also  indirectly  entered  their  protest  against  an 
implied  admission  on  their  part,  that  the  authority  of  the  propri- 
etors had  any  probable  connection  with  "  God's  glory  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  blessed  truth."  Perhaps  they  thought  that  God 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  lordships,  but  to  punish  them 
hsreatler  for  their  sins.  The  entry  is  in  these  words :  "  Francis 
Tomes,  Christopher  Nicholson,  and  William  Wyatt,  did  before  me, 
this  31  July,  according  to  the  fundamental  constitutions  (sub- 

1  Chalinerii*  Annalu,  p.  {(SO. 
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bcribe),  tliat  tliev  might  not  be  disannulled  of  that  gracious  grant 
given  by  the  lords  proprietors  in  tlieir  Grand  Charter,  to  hold  their 
lands  according  to  the  tenure  of  Virginia,  them  and  their  heirs, 
&c. ;  and  so  far  as  any  authority^  hy  the  lords  constUvted^  is  con- 
sonant  to  God's  glory  and  tlie  advancement  of  his  blessed  trtUhj 
with  heart  and  hands  we  subscribe,  to  the  best  of  our  capacities 
and  imderstandings."  It  \^  probable  that  they  supposed  subscrip- 
tion to  the  "  constitutions''  to  be  necessary  to  preserve  their  titles 
to  their  lands ;  but,  in  heart,  detesting  them,  and  never  meaning 
to  conform  to  them  (for  this  was  the  general  feeling  of  all  Albe- 
marle), they  inserted,  as  a  salvo  for  their  consciences,  a  pious 
doubt  whether  their  lordships  were  not  given  over  to  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  devil  in  making  the  fundamental  constitutions  at  all ; 
particularly  as  they  violated  their  previous  contract,  under  which 
the  inhabitants  had  come  in  and  settled  the  coimtry. 

As  to  this  legislative  body  or  Assembly  of  1666,  we  cannot 
think,  with  Chalmers,  that  it  was  probably  the  firat  that  ever 
convened  in  the  province.*  Mr.  Bancroft,  however,  assigns 
the  year  1669  as  that  of  the  first  Assembly ;  and  despite  the 
statement  just  quoted  from  Chalmers,  professes  to  have  followed 
him  as  authority,  because  his  access  to  the  proprietary  papers  af- 
forded him  the  nearest  approach  to  original  sources  of  information. 
His  reference,  however,  is  to  Chalmers'  remark  on  the  Assembly 
of  1669,  the  fii*st  under  Stephens'  administration,  but  not  stated  by 
Chalmers  to  bo  the  first  ever  held  in  the  prm'ince.  Such  a  state- 
ment would  have  been  a  flat  contradiction  of  what  he  had  written 
but  a  few  pages  before  of  the  legislative  body  of  1666.  But  it  is 
unnecessary  here  to  say  more,  as  the  subject  has  already  been  dis- 
cussed on  a  previous  page,  in  oiu'  chapter  on  the  law  and  its  ad- 
ministration.* All,  therefore,  that  we  can  undertake  to  say  of 
occurrences  during  Drummond's  administration  is,  that  an  Assem- 
bly convened  in  1664  or  1665  ;  that  about  1666  the  fii^st  payment 
of  quit-rents  became  due ;  that  the  people  were  not  prepared  to 
pay  them ;  and  therefore,  through  the  Assembly  of  that  year,  peti- 
tioned the  proprietors  for  an  alteration  of  the  tenure  by  which  the 
lands  were  held,  and  that  the  petition  was  granted :  and  the  evi- 

*  Cimlincrs'  Annals,  p.  520.  '  Vido  ante,  p.  144. 
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dence  that  such  a  petition  was  made,  is  furnished  by  the  lords  pro- 
prietor themselves,  in  a  document  dated  in  May,  1668,  in  which 
they  say  tliey  had  "  received  a  petition  from  the  Grand  Assembly 
of  our  county  of  Albemarle."  There  must,  therefore,  liave  been  an 
Assembly  before  1669  (the  date  of  Mr.  Bancroft) ;  and  the  record 
of  one  previotis  to  that  year  is  Chalmers'  statement  of  that  of 
1666.    There  was  also  one  in  1664  or  1665. 

Of  Stephens,  we  know  but  little.  We  are  inclined  to  believe 
that  his  appointment,  imlike  that  of  Drummond,  was  not  made  by 
Berkeley  alone ;  though,  probably,  on  his  suggestion  and  recom- 
mendation. At  the  time  of  Drummond's  removal,  the  offera  to 
settlers,  made  by  the  lords  proprietoi-s,  both  in  1663  and  1666, 
were  before  the  world  ;  and,  indeed,  in  the  case  of  the  Cape  Fear 
colony,  under  Yeamans,  we  know  they  had  been  act«d  on.  By 
these  terms,  it  will  be  remembered,  the  colonists  had  a  right  to 
present  certain  nominees  to  the  proprietors,  out  of  whom  their 
lordships  were  to  select  a  governor  and  council.  We  apprehend 
this  mode  was  followed  in  the  appointment  of  Stephens ;  though, 
doubtless,  the  advice  of  Berkeley,  who  was  on  the  spot,  and  knew 
the  inhabitants,  would  direct  the  choice  of  his  co-proprietors.  Vir- 
tually, therefore,  Berkeley  appointed  Stephens. 

Tlie  Barbadoes  adventurere  had  planted  themselves  on  the  Cape 
Fear  in  1665.  The  proprietors  had  therefore  now  two  colonies  in 
Carolina,  each  with  its  distinct  government,  formed,  however,  on 
the  same  model.  And  now,  before  proceeding  further  with  Albe- 
marle, we  must  for  a  time  invite  the  readei-'s  attention  to  affairs 
on  the  Cape  Fear.  The  existence  of  the  colony  from  Barbadoes, 
under  Sir  John  Yeamans,  that  settled  in  the  old  county  of  Claren- 
don, from  its  inception  in  1665  to  its  abandonment  in  1690,  fonns 
but  an  episode  in  the  proprietary  history  of  North  Carolina.  The 
colony,  like  all  others  similarly  situated,  sought  at  first  to  make 
provision  for  the  supply  of  bodily  wants,  in  securing  food  and 
shelter  only ;  but  having  done  this,  it  next  proceeded  to  make 
profitable  the  gifts  of  Heaven  that  were  around  it.  Yeamans 
had  brought  with  him  negro  slaves  from  Barbadoes,  and  so  invit- 
ing was  the  new  settlement  deemed,  that  in  the  second  year  of 
its  existence  it  contained  eight  hundred  inhabitants.  The  vown- 
try  was  cleai\3d  for  purposes  of  tillage,  and  the  timber  felled  in 
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tliis  operation  soon  found  its  way,  in  the  shape  of  lumber,  boards, 
staves,  hoops,  and  shingles,  to  Barbadoes.  Yeamans  managed 
afTairs  well.  He  perfectly  understood  the  nature  of  the  colonial 
trade,  and,  according  to  the  statement  of  Chalmers,  "  ruled"  the 
colonists  "  with  the  affection  of  a  father  rather  than  with  the  au- 
thority of  the  governor."^  The  trade  grew  and  prospered,  emi- 
gration increased,  and  the  Cape  Fear  colony  promised  well. 
Yeamans  had  received  instructions  for  his  direction,  and  he 
obeyed  them.'  He  made  grants  of  lands,  reserving  a  halfpenny 
sterling  for  each  acre,  payable  in  1670.  He  cultivated  the  good- 
will of  the  natives,  and  thus  preserved  peace ;  and  as  to  immigra- 
tion, offered  all  the  encouragement  in  his  power.  He  had  been 
told,  that  "as  the  southern  colonies"  were  "  already  drained,"  "the 
greatest  emigrations  were  expected  from  New  England,"  and 
therefore  he  was  ordered  to  "  make  every  thing  easy"  to  them.* 
No  facilities  he  offered,  however,  ever  brought  them  in  lai^e 
numbers.  As  Chalmers  informs  us,  the  proprietors,  though  they 
exerted  themselves  strenuously  to  procure  inhabitants  from  many 
quartet's,  the  "  northern  colonies"  among  the  rest,  were  not  very 
successful  ;*  and  a  circumstance  is  related  in  New  England  his- 
tory which  incidentally  shows  that  the  colonists  from  New  Eng- 
land could  not  have  been  either  very  numerous  or  wealthy.  In 
1667,  by  order  of  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts,  a  contribu- 
tion was  made  throughout  that  colony  for  tlie  relief  of  the  settlers 
on  the  Cape  Fear.*  There  were  enough  New  England  men  tliere 
to  excite  the  sympathy  of  their  countrymen,  but  not  enough  to 
protect  themselves  from  want.  The  region  from  which  emigrants 
came  in  the  largest  numbers  was  Barbadoes.  "The  favorable 
reports  which  the  islanders  received  from  their  friends  on  the  con- 
tinent induced  new  adventurers  to  follow  the  first.  The  mer- 
chants, induced  by  the  profits  which  the  first  expedition  had  given, 
jnade  frequent  shipments ;  and  the  success  of  the  lords  proprietors' 
agents  in  that  island  in  procuring  colonists  was  so  great,  that  the 
legislature  of  Barbadoes  interposed  its  authority,  and  forbade, 
under  severe  penalties,  tJie  spiriting  people  off  the  island,'*'*^ 

»  Annali*,  p.  ,>23.  «  Ibid.,  p.  528. 
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But  with  all  this  prosperity,  the  colony  on  the  Cape  Fear  was 
not  destined  to  be  permanent.  The  action  of  the  lords  proprietors 
themselves  caused  its  abandonment;  and  it  will  contribute,  we 
think,  to  pei^spicuity,  if  we  here  follow  its  fortunes  to  their  close. 
In  1670,  the  lords  proprietors,  who  seem  to  have  been  anxious  to 
proceed  more  and  more  to  the  southward,  sent  out  a  considerable 
number  of  emigrants  to  form  a  colony  at  Port  Eoyal,  now  Beau- 
fort, in  the  present  State  of  South  Carolina.  The  individual  who 
led  the  expedition  was  William  Sayle,  ''  a  man  of  experience," 
says  Chalmers,  "  who  had  been  appointed  governor  of  that  part 
of  the  coast  lying  southwestward  of  Cape  Carteret."  The  propri- 
etors, not  so  much  for  profit  as  to  carry  on  their  colonies  in  the 
southern  part  of  their  province,  had  in  fact  become  the  only  mer- 
chants in  South  Carolina.  Tliey  employed  vessels,  and  trafficked 
with  Virginia,  Bermuda,  and  Barbadoes,  carrying  to  them  the 
limited  products  of  their  settlements,  and  bringing  back  in  return 
colonists,  cattle,  and  provisions.  This  business,  of  course,  involved 
some  capital,  and  required  considerable  expenditure ;  and  to  look 
after  these  their  commercial  interests,  they  sent  with  Sayle  a  very 
honest  and  competent  factor,  Joseph  West. 

Scarcely,  however,  had  Sayle  carried  out  his  instructions  and 
made  his  colonists  somewhat  comfortable,  before  his  constitution 
yielded  to  a  new  and  insalubrious  climate,  and  he  died.  Here 
then  was  an  auspicious  commencement  suddenly  checked,  and  the 
whole  enterprise  put  in  peril  by  this  dispensation  of  Providence. 
It  was  not  easy  for  the  proprietors  immediately  to  find  a  fit  succes- 
sor ;  and,  even  had  such  been  at  hand,  some  time  must  necessarily 
have  elapsed  before  he  could  safely  reach  the  scene  of  his  labors. 
But  Sir  John  Yeamans  was  near  the  spot :  his  long  residence  had 
acclimated  him,  and,  as  the  historian  states,  he  "had  hitherto 
ruled  the  plantation  around  Cape  Fear  with  a  prudence  which 
precluded  complaint."*  He  therefore  was  directed  to  extend  his 
command  from  old  Clarendon,  on  the  Cape  Fear,  to  the  territory 
which  was  southwest  of  Cape  Carteret.    This  was  in  August,  1671. 

The  shores  with  the  adjacent  land,  and  the  streams  making  into 
the  sea,  were  by  this  time  very  well  known  to  all  the  dwellers  in 

>  Chalmeni*  AnDals,  p.  580. 
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Carolina,  for  the  proprietors  had  caused  them  to  be  surveyed  with 
accuracy.  On  the  banks  of  Ashley  River  there  was  good  pastur- 
age, and  land  fit  for  tillage.  Tlie  planters  of  Clarendon,  therefore, 
turned  their  faces  southward,  while  those  from  Port  Royal  travelled 
noithward ;  and  so  the  colonists  from  both  settlements  met  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ashley,  as  on  a  middle  ground,  and  here  in  the  same 
year  (1671)  they  laid,  "  on  the.  first  high  land,"  the  foundations  of 
old  Charlestown,  In  1679,  it  was  found  that  "  Oyster  Point," 
fonned  by  the  confluence  of  Ashley  and  Cooper  rivers,  was  more 
convenrent  for  a  town  than  the  spot  previously  selected,  and  the 
people,  with  the  encouragemept  of  the  lords  proprietors,  began  to 
remove  thither.  In  the  next  year  (1680)  were  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  present  city  of  Charleston ;  thirty  houses  were  built, 
and  it  was  declared  to  be  the  capital  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
province,  and  also  the  port  for  all  commercial  trafiic.  This  grad- 
ually depopulated  old  Clarendon. 

Yeamans,  the  governor,  unfortunately  could  not  bear  prosperity. 
"  Instead  of  dedicating  his  chief  attention  to  promote  the  happiness 
of  the  people  by  a  salutary  administration,  he  acted  as  the  only 
trader  of  that  little  community,  buying  of  the  poor  planters  their 
provisions  at  low  prices,  and  shipping  them  off  to  Barbadoes." ' 
His  commission  was  revoked  in  May,  1674,  and  Joseph  West  was 
appointed  to  succeed  him.  West  was  altogether  worthy  of  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him,  and  under  his  rule  fresh  colonists  were 
found  to  come  in  from  various  quarters.  Tlie  settlers  in  old  Clar- 
endon by  degrees  all  found  tlieir  way  to  the  more  southern  colo- 
ny ;  and  though  we  cannot  fix  with  precision  the  date  of  the  last 
departure,  yet  we  can  say  that  by  1690  none  were  left :  and  thus 
were  the  banks  of  the  Cape  Fear,  which  had  once  been  forsaken 
and  advertised  by  New  Englanders,  now  abandoned  a  second 
time  by  the  colonists  from  Barbadoes.  So  that  nearly  all  we  can 
say  of  the  banks  of  Cape  Fear  (except  as  the  haunt  of  pirates), 
during  the  rule  of  the  proprietors,  is,  that  in  the  attempt  to  colo- 
nize, this  region  was  twice  the  scene  of  failure  ;  and,  in  the  last  in- 
stance, was  abandoned  without  the  pressure  of  necessity :  it  was 
prospering,  and  might  have  continued  to  prosper.     We  now  re- 

1  Chalmers*  Annals,  p.  581. 
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turn  to  trace  the  fortunes  of  the  settlement  on  Albemarle,  under 
Stephens. 

As  before  stated,  he  entered  upon  his  duties  as  governor  in 
October,  1667.  We  have  but  few  data  from  which  to  form  an 
opinion  of  his  qualifications  for  office.  Chalmers  tells  us  but  little 
when  he  says  that  he  was  "  a  man  whose  abilities  and  virtues  were 
thought  equal  to  the  trust."  ^  Of  course,  those  who  appointed 
must  have  supposed  him  to  be  fit  for  the  work ;  but  we  have  not 
the  means  of  determining  how  far  this  supposition  was  correct. 
His  instructions  were  very  full  and  explicit.  Tlie  Assembly  was 
to  be  composed  of  the  governor,  a  council  of  twelve,  and  twelve 
delegates  chosen  by  the  freeholders.  Of  the  twelve  councillors, 
whose  advice,  by  the  way,  the  governor  was  required  always  to 
take  and  follow,  one  half  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  Assembly, 
the  other  half  by  himself.  To  this  Assembly  belonged  not  only 
the  power  to  make  laws,  but  a  large  share  of  the  executive  au- 
thority also.  It  possessed  the  right  of  convening  and  adjourning 
itself,  it  appointed  all  officers,  and  presented  to  all  the  churches. 
No  taxes  could  be  imposed  without  its  consent. 

As  to  the  people,  their  lands  were  now  confirmed  to  them  anew, 
to  be  held  by  the  tenure  of  free  soccage :  all  forms  of  religion  were 
allowed ;  and  every  man  who  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
king,  and  of  fidelity  to  the  proprietors,  was  entitled  to  all  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  citizen.  Here  was  a  grant  of  all  the  freedom  rational 
men  could  desire,  and  it  is  due  to  the  colonists  to  say  that  they 
were  entirely  satisfied:  the  system  was  alike  simple  and  judicious, 
and  possessed  the  great  merit  of  being  adapted  to  their  condithn. 
The  people  had  sense  enough  to  know  and  appreciate  it.^ 

In  1669,  the  fii*st  legislature  under  this  constitution  assembled. 
And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  at  this  period,  when  the  province 
may  be  said  to  have  had,  for  the  first  time,  a  system  of  regular 
government,  there  was  in  it  a  recognition  of  two  great  principles, 
which  are  now  part  of  the  political  creed  of  our  whole  country, 
without  distinction  of  party.  Tliese  are,  first,  that  the  people  are 
entitled  to  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  their  law-makers ;  and  sec- 
ondly, that  they  cannot  rightfully  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  rep- 

>  Clinlmors*  Annals,  p.  524.  s  Ibid. 
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resentativcs.  The  liberality  of  these  concessions  was,  donbtlese, 
the  result  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors :  little,  however, 
did  they  foresee  the  harvest  that  was  to  spring  from  the  seed  they 
were  then  solving ;  for  it  seems  scarcely  questionable  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  rights  flowing  from  these  two  principles,  the  peo- 
ple learned  their  value ;  and  a  deep  sense  of  that  value  was  trans- 
mitted, from  generation  to  generation,  up  to  the  time  when  those 
principles,  written  afresh  in  the  blood  of  the  Revolution,  became 
consecmted  in  the  affections  of  every  American. 

It  was  during  the  administration  of  Stephens  that  the  colonists 
attained  the  consummation  of  their  wishes  in  tlie  matter  of  the 
tenure  of  their  lands,  concerning  which,  it  will  be  remembered, 
they  had,  through  the  "Grand  Assembly"  of  1666,  applied  to  the 
proprietoi-s.  Tlie  answer  to  that  application  was  contained  in  what 
is  called  the  "  Great  Deed  of  Grant,"*  bearing  date  May  1st,  1668. 
It  is  addressed  to  Governor  Stephens,  and,  reciting  the  fact  of  a 
'*  petition  from  tlie  Grand  Assembly  of  our  county  of  Albemarle," 
proceeds  to  direct  that  the  lands  there  shall  be  held  as  they  then 
were  under  the  crown  grants  in  Virginia.  Tliis  was  in  the  year 
preceding  the  first  Assembly  under  Stephens'  administration,  of 
which  we  shall  speak  hereafter. 

It  has  been  remarked  of  this  early  portion  of  the  histoiy  of 
North  Carolina,  that  "it  is  probably  as  important  and  instructive 
as  the  annals  of  the  most  renowned  states  of  antiquity,  if  we  de- 
duct from  them  the  agreeable  fables  with  which  their  eloquent 
authoi*8  have  adorned  them."^  Tliis  is  true.  Tlie  picture  pre- 
sented is  that  of  a  people,  who  having  been  planted,  in  the  first 
instance,  by  no  agency  but  their  own,  and  sustained  by  no  external 
patronage,  had  framed  for  themselves  such  a  system  as  their  exi- 
gencies required :  "  few  in  number,  they  seem  to  have  been  gov- 
erned chiefly  by  the  customs  they  had  brought  with  them  from 
their  ancient  establishment."  Presently,  this  little  community 
acquires  sufficient  importance  to  tempt  the  avarice  of  a  set  of  pro- 
prietoi-s,  who  followed  them  into  the  wildemess,  that  they  might 
reap  where  they  certainly  had  not  sown.  We  find  these  men  in 
their  earlier  state,  even  though  some  among  them  were  refugees 

«  Vido  ante,  p.  110.  «  ChalinerB'  Annals,  620. 
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of  at  least  equivocal  characters,  quiet,  contented,  and  happy. 
Govcming  themselves,  they  felt  no  oppression ;  their  system  was 
one  of  freedom,  and  industry  alone  was  necessary  to  acquire  com- 
fort and  property.  Equally  secure  in  the  enjoyment  of  personal 
liberty  and  of  the  earnings  of  their  toil,  their  minds  were  undis- 
turbed by  the  two  great  subjects  that  are  apt  to  agitate  men  in 
the  artificial  arrangements  of  society.  When  the  proprietors  came 
in  to  assert  their  rights,  acting  with  a  policy  exceedingly,  and  we 
may  add,  accidentally,  wise,  they  disturbed  as  little  as  possible 
arrangements,  the  value  of  which  necessity  had  taught  the  col- 
onists ;  and  therefore  securing  to  them,  on  the  easiest  terms,  their 
respective  possessions,  and  withholding  from  tliem  no  tittle  of  the 
pei-sonal  liberty  they  before  possessed,  they  gave  to  them  the  right 
to  elect  their  own  representatives,  and  the  power  to  frame  their 
own  laws.  The  first  closed  their  mouths  against  complaint,  be- 
cause the  remedy  was  in  their  own  hands ;  while  the  second  best 
insured  such  legislation  as  would  be  suited  to  the  actual  necessities 
of  their  position.  The  two  great  lessons  here  presented  are,  first, 
that  civilized  men  will  be  quiet  in  any  community  where  every 
one  may  acquire  if  he  will,  and  each  is  secured  in  the  enjoyment 
of  liberty  and  the  fruits  of  his  industry ;  the  second  is,  that,  in  any 
stage  of  society,  and  especially  in  the  early  one  of  colonization, 
prosperity  will  be  most  promoted  by  leaving  to  men  the  privilege 
of  providing,  by  their  own  legislation,  for  wants  which  they  best 
understand,  in  tlie  actual  exigencies  of  a  position  often  without 
precedent. 

In  confirmation  of  this  last  remark  we  have  but  to  look  to  the 
first  legislation,  in  1669,  under  this  new  model  of  government 
granted  by  the  proprietore  to  Albemarle.  No  visionary  specula- 
tions, founded  on  imaginary  wants,  disturbed  the  laboi-s  of  the 
plain-minded,  and  it  may  be  undignified,  senate  of  the  partially 
subdued  wilderness.  They  looked  at  matters  just  as  they  were 
around  them,  and  they  legislated  accordingly.  K  the  severe 
morality  of  the  present  day  sees  fit  to  condemn  them  in  some  par- 
ticulai-s,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  future 
all  ituT  legislation  will  not  probably  abide  the  stricter  scrutiny  of 
those  who  will  then  claim  to  be  better  than  we  are  now;  and  that* 
beside,  the  standard  of  morals  was  in  some  particulars  more  or 
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less  low  at  that  day  in  every  colony  on  the  continent,  not  even 
excepting  New  England,  where  it  claimed  to  be  highest. 

Tlie  firet  efforts  of  legislation  in  North  Carolina  were  made  by 
poor,  hard-working  men.  Some  had  sought  the  wilderness  in  the 
hope  of  building  up  a  competency  from  the  very  foundation ; 
while  others  had  brought  the  sliattered  remains  saved  from  the 
wreck  of  former  opulence,  trusting  on  a  new  field  to  repair  their 
ruined  fortunes.  Tliese  men  had  for  some  years  lived  remote  from 
the  control  of  any  government  save  that  which  was  self-imposed. 
Doubtless  there  were  among  them,  too,  some  whose  lives  of  crime 
had  made  them  seek  the  province  as  a  refuge  ;  and  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  bankrupt  debtoi's  may  have  turned  to  it  as  an  asylum. 
Virginia  (whence  all  came  at  first)  could  have  furnished  it  with 
numbei's  of  both  tliese  classes.  Tlie  legislature  of  1669  pui^sued 
a  principle  of  colonial  policy  by  no  means  peculiar  to  them.  '*  It 
has  always  been  an  universal  principle  of  colonial  policy  to  ob- 
struct the  recovery  of  dehU?'^  Tlic  Ati^^ombly  acted  on  that  princi- 
ple. Tliey  did  not  destroy  entirely  the  indebtedness,  but  suspended 
for  a  time  the  power  of  re<javery  merely,  as  ayamst  new-comers. 
In  the  preamble  to  their  law  they  assigned  a  reason  for  this,  in  the 
fact  that  sufficient  encouragement  had  not  been  afforded  to  the 
introduction  of  settlers  and  peopling  of  the  colony.  Tlie  enact- 
ment was,  we  think,  as  we  have  stated  in  our  chapter  on  the  law, 
and  to  that  we  refer  the  reader.^ 

Another  law,  of  which  we  have  spoken  fully  on  a  previous 
page,^  related  to  marriage;  and  considering  the  contract  as  civil 
merely,  the  Assembly  legalized  it  when  accompanied  with  certain 
formalities  before  the  higher  magistracy. 

They  also  exempted  all  new-comers  from  taxes  for  one  year ; 
and  no  one  could  transfer  his  land  during  the  fii-st  two  years  after 
his  coming  into  the  province.  The  first  of  these  enactments  in- 
v'tted  settlers  ;  the  second  detained  them. 

A  tax  of  thirty  pounds  of  tobacco  on  every  lawsuit  was  imposed, 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  governor  and  council ;  and  all  strangers 
were  prohibited  from  trading  with  the  Indians.^ 

One  cannot  but  be  struck  with  the  fact,  that  every  one  of  these 

»  Vide  ante,  p.  151.  »  The  authority  for  tlieso  lttw«  ii*  Chulineri*,  pp.  624-6. 
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laws,  save  the  last  two,  is  designed  to  provide  a  remedy  against 
the  want  of  population ;  and  doubtless,  amid  the  abundance  of 
necessaries  around  them,  no  evil  was  felt  more  sorely  than  this. 
Without  men,  the  country  could  be  nothing  but  a  wilderness.  The 
legislation  was  dictated  by  the  actual  wants  of  the  people,  as 
taught  by  experience. 

The  proprietors  confirmed  all  these  laws :  they  must  therefore 
bear  a  part  of  the  censure  whicli  may  be  attached  to  them.  Nor 
must  the  censure  be  confined  to  them.  Otlier  colonies  enacted 
similar  laws  concerning  marriagqp  and  remission  of  taxes ;  and  a 
stay  of  execution  on  judgments  is  provided  for  on  more  than  one 
of  the  statute-books  of  the  other  provinces. 

In  North  Carolina  these  laws  continued  for  more  than  half  a 
century.,  They  may  all  be  found  confirmed  at  the  revision  of  the 
laws  in  1715,  as  the  first  six  acts  of  the  session  of  that  year ;  and 
they  finally  ceased  to  appear  on  the  statute-book,  not  because  of  a 
formal  repeal,  but  because,  by  the  lapse  of  time,  they  had  become 
obsolete.  The  policy  of  the  law  obstructing  the  recovery  of  debts 
may  well  be  doubted.  If  it  brought  some  in,  it  kept  better  men 
out.  It  was  not  inviting  to  those  who,  having  means  wherewith  to 
pay  their  debts,  needed  not  its  provisions ;  and  they  were  not 
strongly  tempted  to  emigrate  to  a  spot  where  many  of  their  com- 
panions and  associates  would  probably  be  men  of  broken  fortunes ; 
and  some  undoubtedly  would  be  as  poor  in  character  as  they  were 
in  purse.  The  natural  eflfect  of  such  a  law  was  to  screen  dishonest 
"bankrupts,  and  we  doubt  not  that  such  came  into  the  province. 
England  furnished  Virginia  with  as  much  as  she  could  of  her  own 
vicious  population  ;  she  made  her  the  unwilling  recipient  of  con- 
victed felons,  and  a  portion  of  the  refuse  of  that  refuse  wandered 
over  into  Carolina.  Under  such  circumstances,  neither  Virginia 
nor  Carolina  are  to  be  blamed  for  what  they  could  not  prevent ; 
and  the  only  wonder  is,  that,  with  such  treatment,  either  State  ever 
became  what  it  now  Is.  There  must  have  been  in  them  both  some 
material  that  was  good,  or  they  never  had  survived  these  tender 
mercies  of  the  mother  country.  Neither  Virginia  nor  Carolina 
ever  owed  a  large  debt  of  gratitude  to  England  for  her  nursing  ^ 
care  as  a  gentle  mother :  they  struggled  through  a  painful  infancy, 
and  lived  to  manhood,  in  spite  of  her.  ' 
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Tlie  people,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  were  contented  and 
happy  during  the  early  part  of  Stephens'  administration.  K  they 
increased  but  slowly,  they  were  surrounded  with  abundance,  and 
were  content  with  laws  of  their  own  enacting.  But  this  quiet 
condition  of  affaii*s  was  not  to  last.  We  have  now  reached  a 
period  in  our  history  which  illustrates  the  fact,  that  whatever  wis- 
dom  may  be  apparent  in  the  constitution  given  to  the  Albemarle 
colony  by  the  proprietors,  on  the  accesvsion  of  Stephens,  was  less 
tlie  result  of  deliberation  than  of  a  happy  accident,  Tlieir  lord- 
ships intended  it  to  be  but  tenaporary,  and  therefore,  making  it 
brief  and  simple,  they  happily  fixed  on  a  few  geneml  principles, 
which,  in  the  dearth  of  settlers,  recommended  themselves  by  their 
liberality.  But  the  time  had  now  come  for  the  proprietors  to  carry 
out  their  magnificent  project  of  founding  an  empire ;  and  disre- 
gai*ding  alike  the  nature  of  man,  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  the 
physical  obstacles  of  an  unsubdued  wilderness  (even  not  yet  en- 
tirely reclaimed),  they  resolved  that  all  should  yield  to  their  the- 
ories of  government,  and  invoked  the  aid  of  philosophy  to  accom- 
plish an  impossibility.  Locke  was  employed  to  prepare  "  the  fun- 
damental constitutions."  Of  these  we  have  spoken  so  fully  on  a 
previous  page,  that  there  is  no  need  here  of  entering  into  details.' 
All  we  will  say  is,  that  their  illustrious  author,  in  his  effort  to  fiir- 
nish  a  miniature  copy  of  the  old  Saxon  government  of  England, 
forgot  that  the  Carolinians  were  not  ancient  Saxons,  and  that  the 
year  of  grace  1669  was  not  the  year  800.  In  framing  his  system, 
he  gathered  his  materials  from  different  sources ;  but  he  over- 
looked one  much  more  important  than  any  of  those  to  which  he 
resorted :  we  mean  the  actual  condition  and  habits  of  the  people. 
In  numbers  they  were  small,  and  their  habits  had  taught  them  to 
yield  but  little  deference  to  the  artificial  distinctions  of  rank  in 
society.  They  cared  nothing  for  palatines  and  landgraves  :  a  good 
stout  axe-man  was  worth  them  all. 

But  the  proprietor  were  satisfied  with  Locke's  work,  and  forth- 
with determined  to  subject  their  American  dominions  to  the  new 
regulations.  So  they  appointed  Albemarle  the  fii*st  palatine,  and, 
at  an  expense  of  twelve  thousand  pounds,  sent  out,  in  the  begin- 

1  Vide  aute,  p.  182. 
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ning  of  1670,  a  fleet  with  a  considerable  body  of  emigrants.  Tliis 
was  the  expedition  under  Sayle,  of  which  we  have  already  spoken, 
the  destination  of  which  was  Port  Royal.  Upon  the  cstablislunent 
of  that  settlement,  the  proprietors  had  in  America  three  several 
colonies,  each  unddr  its  own  governor  and  council,  and  no  further 
related  to  each  other  than  by  the  fact  that  they  all  belonged  to  the 
same  masters.  Tliese  three  were — Albemarle,  under  Stephens; 
Cape  Fear,  under  Yeamans ;  and  Port  Royal,  under  Sayle. 

When  Sayle  led  his  followers  to  Carolina,  he  was  commanded  to 
proceed  in  the  government  according  to  the  plan  of  the  "funda- 
mental constitutions."  From  the  firet  hour  of  landing,  it  was  seen 
to  be  simply  impracticable ;  and  there  is  an  amusing  simplicity  in 
the  early  declaration  of  the  Port  Royal  colonists,  that  it  was  "  im- 
possible  to  execute  the  grand  model^'^  coupled  as  it  is  with  the  prom- 
ise to  "  oome  as  nigh  to  it  aspossibley  How  near  it  was  possible, 
may  be  gathered  from  the  doings  in  the  Albemarle  settlement,  to 
which  we  now  return. 

Sayle  brought  out  with  him  instioictions  to  Stephens  to  put  in 
motion  the  ''grand  model"  in  Albemarle;  but  there  is  no  evidence 
ti»  show  that  similar  directions  were  given  to  Yeamans  on  the  Cape 
Fear.  Tlie  hardy  yeomen  of  Albemarle,  who  knew  their  true  con- 
dition and  wants  far  better  than  any  one  else  could,  received  the 
'*  grand  model"  Avith  undisguised  disgust :  they  were  even  irrev- 
erent enough  to  ti*eat  with  derision  the  stupidity  that  planned 
landgraves  and  caciques  to  figure  in  the  wilderness ;  and  expressed 
their  opinions  touching  their  lordships,  in  language  which  we  fear 
was  more  energetic  than  complimentary.  Their  vocabulary,  when 
they  were  angry,  was  not  remarkable  for  refinement  or  euphony. 
We  think  it  probable  that  they  "  swore  terribly."  They  felt  that 
they  had  encountered  toil,  and  submitted  to  privations  in  settling 
the  country,  upon  conditions  proposed  by  the  proprietors  them- 
selves: they  had,  therefore,  come  in  upon  an  express  contract  with 
their  lordships ;  and  they  were  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  one  of 
the  parties  to  the  contract  could  equitably  annul  it,  without  the 
a^cnt  of  the  other  contracting  partj'^.  Tliey  had,  by  honest  fulfil- 
ment of  the  undertaking  on  their  part,  acquired  an  interest  in  the 
form  of  government,  actually  established  and  then  in  being  with 
their  lonlships'  express  consent,  which  could  not  now  lawfully  be 
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taken  from  them,  against  their  will.  Thus  they  reasoned;  and 
they  scanned  the  various  provisions  of  the  new  "constitutions'' 
with  an  earnestness  that  was  increased  by  a  jealous  suspicion  of 
tlie  proprietors'  motives.  There  were  not  wanting  those  who  had 
nothing  to  lose,  but  miglit  gain  by  agitation;  and  these  fanned 
the  flame  of  discontent.  The  question  would  naturally  be  asked, 
why  Cape  Fear  colony  was  permitted  to  proceed  on  the  old  sys- 
tem ;  if,  as  we  suppose  to  be  the  case,  no  instructions  had  been 
sent,  enforcing  the  "  grand  model"  there.  A  rumor  was,  ere  long, 
circulated  and  believed  that  the  proprietors  meant  to  dismember 
the  province  and  divide  it  among  themselves ;  and  that  Albemarle 
was  to  become  the  private  property  of  Sir  William  Berkeley. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  foundation  for  this  rumor, 
and  all  the  historians,  from  Chalmers  down,  pronounce  it  to  have 
been  groundless.  However  false  it  may  have  been,  it  was  never- 
theless believed,  and  produced  no  little  commotion.  The  Caro- 
linians had  no  special  affection  for  Berkeley ;  his  power  was 
dreaded,  and  it  must  be  confessed,  not  without  reason.  The  ru- 
mor seems  to  have  continued  for  some  years,  and  so  much  credit 
was  given  to  it  that  it  was  deemed  worthy  of  formal  official  notice. 
An  Assembly  met  in  1675 :  Stephens  was  then  dead — ^but  the  report 
still  lived — and  a  remonstrance  was  sent  by  the  legislatui*e  to  the 
proprietors,  deprecating  the  intended  dismemberment.  Their  lord- 
ships assured  the  colonists  that  their  fears  were  groundless,  as  their 
purpose  was  to  preserve  the  province  entire ;  at  the  same  time  they 
acknowledged  that  they  had  been  wanting  in  attention  to  Albe- 
marle. ^  And  so  they  had :  their  attention  had  been  engrossed  by 
their  more  southern  settlements,  from  which  they  expected  larger 
returns ;  and  Albemarle  was  left  to  be  watched  by  Berkeley. 

These  assurances,  however,  did  not  serve  to  allay  the  discontent 
of  the  province  ;  and  both  the  proprietors  and  their  deputies  con- 
tinued to  be  objects  of  suspicion.  The  fact  is,  that  when  their  lord- 
ships signed  the  "fundamental  constitutions,"  they  unconsciously 
signed  their  own  death-warrant,  as  proprietore  of  Carolina.  In 
both  the  northern  and  southern  settlements,  the  effect  was  the 
same.    The  destruction  of  a  good  system,  established  by  the  pro- 

•  ChnlmerB*  Annals,  p.  532.    Ante,  p.  878. 
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prietors  themselves,  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  under 
which  the  colonies  were  gradually,  but  surely,  advancing  to  a 
prosperity  becoming  daily  more  and  more  stable,  would  of  itself 
have  been  bad  enough,  had  that  been  all.  Such  destruction  would 
have  unavoidably  engendered  discontent  and  provoked  resistance. 
But  when,  as  a  substitute  for  that  which  had  been  thus  needlessly, 
nay,  wantonly,  destroyed,  it  was  attempted  to  force  upon  the  Al- 
bemarle and  Charleston  colonies,  without  the  slightest  regard  to 
either  their  will  or  their  rights,  a  syst^sm  which  every  colonist 
Jtnew  to  be  unsuitable — which,  in  its  operation,  might  gratify  the 
vanity,  but  could  add  nothing  to  the  wealth  of  those  who  imposed 
it — the  evidence  became  too  palpable,  of  the  utter  indiiference 
with  which  the  proprietors  looked  on  the  personal  comfort  and 
welfare  of  those  who  were  working  for  them,  in  the  hard  task  of 
subduing  the  wilderness.  When  the  colonists  thus  saw  that,  in 
their  toils  and  hardships,  they  had  no  sympathy,  they  felt  imwil- 
ling  to  be  reduced  to  a  condition  of  absolute  slavery.  They  be- 
came disaffected,  the  seeds  of  discontent  had  been  sown,  the  dema- 
gogues of  the  day  industriously  agitated,  the  people  writhed  in 
reluctant  submission,  and  the  progress  was  slow  but  sure  to  an 
ever-increasing  alienation.  It  was  not  that  the  colonists  suffered 
under  the  new  body  of  laws,  for  the  "  fundamental  constitutions" 
never  were,  because  they  never  could  be,  followed ;  but  it  was  the 
selfish  animics  that  had  prompted  them,  which  rankled  in  the 
bosoms  and  exasperated  the  feelings  of  the  Carolinians.  In  due 
time  die  fruit  appeared,  which  proved  that,  neither  at  the  north 
or  south,  did  the  colonists,  the  masses  of  the  people,  love  the  lords 
proprietors. 

While  the  spirit  of  disaffection  was  thus  ripening  to  a  head,  an 
incident  occurred  by  no  means  adapted  to  check  the  dangerous 
growth.  There  was  in  the  colony  a  man  of  some  note  named 
Miller,  who  was  among  the  discontented,  and  who  was  accused  ot 
having  indulged  in  seditious  language.  There  was  no  reason  why 
he  should  not  be  tried  in  Carolina — the  courts  were  fully  establish- 
ed ;  and  yet  Miller  was  sent  a  prisoner  into  Virginia,  to  be  tried 
by  Sir  William  Berkeley,  who  had  no  jurisdiction  in  tlie  case,  and 
who  was,  beside,  very  justly  dreaded  in  Carolina.  Tlius  deprived 
of  his  chartered  privileges  and  confessedly  legal  rights,  Miller  still 
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escaped,  by  the  manly  independence  of  a  Virginia  jury,  and  was 
acquitted.  The  proprietors,  however,  did  not  interpose  their  au- 
thority to  prevent  this  very  dangerous  invasion  of  a  colonist's 
rights ;  though  afterward,  when  it  suited  their  purposes  of  policy, 
they  disavowed  it* 

In  the  midst  of  this  growing  spirit  of  disaflfection,  Stephens,  the 
governor,  who  had  labored  earnestly,  but  ineffectually,  to  obey 
liis  instructions,  and  carry  out  tlie  "  grand  model,"  escaped  from 
all  the  toilsome  cares  of  his  unenviable  position,  and  relinquished 
dignity  and  life  together,  early  in  1674.  The  instructions  of  the 
proprietors  had  made  provision  for  such  an  event.  The  Grand 
Assembly  met  and  made  choice  of  Carteret,  who,  as  president  of 
the  coimcil,  should  temporarily  fulfil  the  duties  of  governor,  "  till 
ordei-s  should  come  from  England."^ 

Little  is  known  of  Carteret,  save  that  he  was  speaker  of  the 
Assembly  of  Albemarle,*  and  must  therefore  have  been  a  man  of 
character  and  influence.  But  no  weight  of  character,  and  no  in- 
fluence possessed  by  any  individual  then  in  the  colony,  would 
have  sufficed  to  allay  the  ever-increasing  discontent,  and  restore 
harmony  and  prosperity.  If  we  may  infer  character  from  con- 
duct, we  should  say  that  the  temporary  governor  was  possessed  of 
too  much  refinement  and  amiability  for  the  stormy  period  when 
he  rose  to  power.  It  may  be  also  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in 
the  particulars  of  prompt  decision  and  energetic  will,  which  were 
indispensable  to  the  ruler  of  Carolina  in  that  day.  Carteret  was 
probably  one  who  instinctively  shrank  in  disgust  from  close  con- 
tact and  vulgar  strife  with  such  men  as  either  led  or  composed  the 
rabble.  He  preferred  quiet,  and  the  mere  official  routine  of  ex- 
ecutive duty,  to  the  exercise  of  the  strong  ann  which  would  seize 
a  rogue  or  turbulent  demagogue,  and  hand  him  over  to  the  prison 
or  the  whipping-post.  Afi  governor,  he  soon  saw  that  he  might 
easily  make  enemies  enough,  and  that  in  the  effort  to  mediate, 
these  enemies  would  rise  up  from  both  sides.  His  place,  there- 
fore, was  one  in  which  reputation  and  profit  were  alike  unattain- 
able ;  and  yielding  to  a  sense  of  disgust,  he  forsook  the  colony  for 
England,  early  in  1676,  after  two  yeare  only  of  troublesome  and 
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nnrerannerative  dignity,  leaving,  says  the  annalist,  "  the  adminis* 
tration  in  ill  order  and  worse  hands."*  Martin  says  the  purpose 
of  his  visit  was  to  lay  before  the  proprietors,  in  person,  the  distrac- 
tions of  their  almost  ruined  colony.* 

In  what  order,  or  in  whose  hands,  the  retreating  governor  left 
the  administration  of  affairs,  does  not  appear.  That  he  made  rep- 
resentations to  the  lords  proprietors  of  the  sad  condition  of  their 
province  is  probably  true ;  for  we  have  evidence  that  their  lord- 
ships were  greatly  dissatisfied  with  several  particulars  which  we 
think  they  must  have  learned  from  Carteret.  First,  they  were  dis- 
pleased, because  their  instructions  concerning  the  '*  grand  model" 
had  not  been  carried  out ;  secondly,  they  were  angry,  because  no 
settlements  had  been  made  on  the  southern  shore  of  Albemarle ; 
particularly  as  failure  in  this  respect  arose  from  the  discourage- 
ments interposed  by  individuals  whom  they  had  put  in  power  in 
the  colony, — these  persons  had  been  influenced  by  a  selfish  desire 
to  monopolize  the  trade  with  the  Indians  on  that  side  of  the  Sound ; 
thirdly,  they  were  vexed,  because  the  Albemarle  colony  had  done 
so  little  in  promoting  settlements  on  Pamlico  and  Neuse  rivers, 
and  had  done  nothing  toward  opening  roads  which  would  connect 
all  the  Carolina  colonies  from  Virginia  to  Charleston ;  fourthly, 
and  as  the  greatest  grievance  of  all,  they  were  very  indignant  that 
their  orders  had  not  been  strictly  obeyed  in  the  enforcement  of 
the  acts  of  navigation,  and  that  the  impertinent  and  interloping 
Xew  England  men  had  been  allowed  to  come  down  into  their 
waters,  and  engross  almost  the  entire  trade  of  the  country.*  And 
now  their  lordships  determined  that  all  this  mismanagement  and 
insolent  disobedience  of  their  orders  should  be  forthwith  corrected, 
and  that  to  this  end,  they  would  send  out  a  governor  and  other 
officials,  who  would  execute  their  mandates  strictly.  It  was  not  to 
be  borne,  that  a  gang  of  vulgar  and  disobedient  woodmen  in  a 
wilderness  should  be  pennitted  thus  to  disobey  their  titled  masters. 
It  never  once  occurred  to  them  that  necessity  might  be  a  sterner 
and  a  stronger  master  than  even  an  English  nobleman. 

But  who  should  be  the  new  governor  that  was  thus  to  subor- 
dinate all  nature,  animate  and  inanimate,  to  their  sic  volo^  sicjvbeo 
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decrees  ?  Now  it  so  happened,  that  when  they  came  to  the  de- 
termination that  a  new  set  of  officials  should  restore  affairs  to 
order  in  Albemarle,  there  were  in  England  two  individuals  who 
had  gone  over  from  the  colony,  and  were  brought  by  their  busi- 
ness into  immediate  conta,ct  with  their  lordships.  These  individu- 
als were  Eastchurch  and  Miller.  The  former  of  these  would  seem 
to  have  been  a  man  of  some  note  in  the  colony,  as  he  had  been 
speaker  of  the  Assembly,  and  had  been  sent  to  England  on  a  spe- 
cial mission,  to  lay  the  remonstrances  of  the  people  before  the 
proprietors.  His  intercourse  with  their  lordships  impressed  them 
so  favorably,  that  they  flattered  themselves  with  the  hope  that  in 
him  they  liad  found  a  man  on  whom  they  could  rely  to  carry  out 
tlieir  instructions  and  wishes  to  the  letter.  Accordingly,  in  No- 
vember, 1676,  they  appointed  him  governor  of  Albemarle. 

Miller  was  the  same  individual  of  whom  we  have  spoken  on  a 
previous  page,  as  having  been  sent  into  Virginia  to  be  tried  for 
seditious  words  spoken  in  Carolina.  He  had  been  sent  to  England 
by  no  one.  An  indignant  sense  of  his  wrongs  had  prompted  him 
to  cross  the  ocean,  that  he  might  represent  to  the  proprietors  the 
violation  of  his  rights,  and  solicit  at  their  hands  some  reparation. 
It  was  then  that  the  proprietors  found  out,  for  the  first  time,  not 
what  had  been  done  to  him  (that  they  knew  well  enough  long  be- 
fore), but  that  he  had  been  grievously  injured  by  it.  They  were, 
of  couree,  fired  now  with  virtuous  indignation  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  his  wrongs;  though  at  the  time  of  their  infliction  they 
interposed  not,  as  they  might  have  done,  their  preventive  power. 
Lord  Shaftesbury,  one  of  the  proprietors,  sought  to  soothe  the  an- 
gry feelings  of  Miller  by  appointing  him  his  deputy,  while  the 
proprietors  at  large  made  him  secretary  of  the  province ;  and  tlie 
commissioners  of  his  majesty's  customs  conferred  on  him  the  office 
(never  granted  before)  of  collector  of  the  parliamentary  revenue 
in  Albemarle.  The  wounded  sensibilities  of  Miller  were  thus 
gently  assuaged,  and  indeed,  we  may  suppose,  perfectly  healed, 
by  this  triple  plaster  of  dignities.  A  lord  proprietor's  deputy, 
secretary  of  the  province,  and  collector  of  the  king's  share  of  the 
customs,  he  "  bore  his  blushing  honors  thick  upon  him,"  His  suf- 
ferings proved  delightfully  remunerative.  Being  "freedom's 
martyr"  had  proved  a  very  profitable  calling  to  him. 
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Early  in  the  year  1677,  the  new  governor  and  secretary  sailed 
from  England,  laden  with  instructions  given  by  men  who  knew 
nothing  of  Carolina,  except  what  they  had  learned  from  these 
their  new  officials,  and  who  were  therefore  exactly  qualified  to 
give,  without  knowing  it,  precisely  such  directions  as  the  new 
governor  and  secretary  wished.  Presently  they  reached  the  island 
of  Nevis,  and  here  the  governor,  yielding  to  the  seductive  bland- 
ishments of  accomplished  beauty,  followed  the  example  of  hun- 
dreds of  men  much  greater  and  wiser  than  himself, — ^he  fell  in 
love,  and  the  lady  was  a  Creole.  The  delirium  was  so  exquisite, 
that  the  society  of  female  loveliness  was  not — ^at  least,  in  the  crazy 
brain  of  the  captivated  governor — hastily  to  be  exchanged  for  the 
vexatious  contentions  and  irritating  strifes  which,  as  he  well  knew, 
awaited  liim  in  the  vulgar  associations  of  unrefined  ignorance  on 
the  shores  of  Albemarle.  But  the  vvJ^pim  pecfus  of  that  barbarous 
spot  required  to  be  looked  after,  and  so  dispatching  Miller,  with 
temporary  autliority  as  president,  to  rule  Albemarle  until  he 
should  arrive,  he  assiduously  sought  to  win  the  lady. 

Wlio  was  administering  the  govenmient  when  Miller  arrived,  or 
whether  there  was  any  government  at  all,  is  more  than  we  have 
been  able  to  discover.  lie  reached  Albemarle  in  July,  1677,  and 
was  received  with  outward  demonstrations  of  cordiality  and  re- 
spect, too  excessive  to  be  sincere.  The  whole  population  of  the 
Albemarle  settlement  (all  of  whom  lived  tlien  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Sound)  presented  but  fourteen  hundred  ^Hiihables  f'^  which 
word  means,  all  the  xcorking  handn  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  ffi^?/.  Of  these  fourteen  hundred,  one  third  was  composed  of 
Lidians^  negroes^  and  women ^  leaving  something  more  than  nine 
liundred  wliite  tithables  ;  and  the  families  of  these,  added  to  the 
rest  of  the  colonists,  would  not  probably  make  the  whole  number 
of  inhabitants  much  to  exceed  between  twenty-five  hundred  and 
three  thousand  people.  Exclusive  of  cattle,  which  were  easily 
kept,  and  therefore  abundant,  and  Indian  com,  the  annual  product 
of  the  settlement  was  eight  hundred,  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco, 
made  on  plantations  scattered,  at  intervals,  on  the  water-courses. 
Humble,  however,  as  was  its  condition  as  to  population,  products, 
and  wealth,  it  was  at  that  day  superior,  in  all  these  particulai*s,  to 
it8  southern  sister  colony,  planted  cm  the  banks  t)f  Ashley  River. 
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As  to  the  general  character  of  the  people,  they  were  for  the  moet 
part  uninstrueted,  and  (he  restraints  of  religion  were  but  little  felt. 
The  Quakers,  indeed,  had,  about  live  years  before,  had  some  addi- 
tions made  to  their  small  number  by  immigration,  and  may  be  said 
to  have  acquired  something  like  permanent  foothold ;  but  still 
they  formed  but  a  minority  of  the  whole  population.  Credulous, 
because  uninformed,  the  people  were  easily  led  by  the  bold  and 
cunning  demagogue.* 

As  to  their  trade,  it  had  been  almost  entirely  monopolized  by 
the  adventurous  sailors  of  New  England.  Coming  down  from 
Massachusetts  in  craft  suited  to  the  waters  of  the  Sound,  they 
took  oif  lumber  and  cattle  to  the  West  Indies,  brought  back  rum, 
sugar,  salt,  and  molasses ;  loaded  again  with  tobacco,  which  was 
carried  home  to  New  England,  and  thence  shipped  for  Europe, 
with  a  most  philosophic  inditference  to  the  provisions  of  the  Eng^ 
lish  navigation  acts.  In  fact,  Albemarle  was  more  a  colony  of 
Massachusetts  at  that  day  than  it  was  of  England,  and  yielded  far 
more  to  the  shipping  merchants  of  Boston  than  it  did  to  the  lords 
proprietors.  It  may  seem  strange  that  the  neighboring  colony  of 
Virginia,  which,  from  its  contiguity,  could  so  easily  have  monopo- 
lized the  tobacco  trade  of  Carolina,  permitted  it  thus  to  be  taken 
from  it  by  the  superior  enterprise  and  activity  of  the  New  England 
trader.  Virginia  carried  on  no  small  traffic  with  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  the  ships  of  England  were  seen  periodically  within  the 
Capes  of  the  Chesapeake,  seeking  their  freights  of  tobacco.  But 
Virginia  at  that  day  was  a  royal  colony,  and  seemed  to  hold  in 
contempt  a  province  which  was  but  the  private  estate  of  individual 
proprietors.  She  turned  with  scorn  from  the  idea  of  purchasing 
the  humble  products  of  Albemarle,  which  she  is  now  but  too  glad 
to  pi*ocure,  and  which  form  by  no  means  the  smallest  portion  of 
the  shipments  of  Norfolk.  Virginia  has  now  credit  for  a  large 
amount  of  exports,  all  of  which  she  obtains  from  Carolina.  She 
has  become  much  too  wise  to  persist  in  the  stupid  policy  of  a  pride 
which  brought  its  own  punishment ;  for  it  is  scarcely  credible, 
and  yet  it  is  an  historic  fact,  that  just  about  the  time  of  which  we 
are  writing,  she  actually  prohibited,  by  positive  law,  the  introduc- 

1  Cltilllncr^^  AnnaU,  pp.  53S,  584. 
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tion  of  the  Carolina  tobacco,  because  it  had  "  been  found  very 
prejudicial  to  this  country  and  the  inhabitants  thereof."*  Massa- 
chusetts did  not  find  it  ''  prejudicial  to  the  inhabitants  thereof," 
though  she  carried  it  much  further  than  Norfolk  before  she  shipped 
it  for  Europe. 

Miller,  deluded  perhaps  by  his  former  popularity,  as  a  sufferer 
in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and,  not  improbably,  deceived  by  the  af- 
fected cordiality  of  his  reception,  soon  began  the  work  of  refor- 
mation, in  obedience  to  the  instructions  he  had  received.  His 
talents  were  not  equal  to  his  delicate  and  diflScult  position,  and 
his  prudence  was  less  than  his  talents. 

The  Assembly  of  Albemarle,  some  time  before,  had  appointed 
Bird  to  the  office  of  collector,  and,  in  that  capacity,  he  had  received 
a  considerable  sum  of  money.  This,  as  being  parliamentary  col- 
lector (the  first  the  colony  had  ever  had),  he  caused  Bird  to  pay 
over  into  his  hands.  What  was  the  exact  amount  we  do  not  kn<jw ; 
but  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  value  of  the  revenue  from  the 
fact  that,  even  with  the  disadvantages  of  its  very  careless  manage- 
ment, it  amounted  to  about  twelve  thousand  dollars  a  year;*  and 
that  Miller,  in  the  six  months  following  his  arrival,  collected  about 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  thirty-three  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  in 
payment  of  the  duty  of  a  penny  sterling  on  every  pound  of  to- 
bacco exported  to  the  other  colonies. 

As  collector,  also,  he  made  an  attempt,  alike  unpopular  and  un- 
availing, to  enforce  the  odious  navigation  laws,  and  break  up  the 
trade  with  New  England,  which,  in  the  hands  of  the  shrewd  men 
of  that  region,  had  become  a  monopoly.  He  wished  to  establish 
a  more  direct  trade  with  England,  and  other  colonies  than  that  of 
Massachusetts ;  for  the  proprietors  were  by  no  means  insensible 
either  to  the  purposes  or  the  consequences  of  this  exclusive  trade 
with  the  men  of  New  England.  They  very  justly  said  of  these 
men,  that  they  could  "  not  be  friends  to  the  prosperity  and  inter- 
est of  Carolina."^  It  was  obviously  not  their  interest  to  be  so, 
for  that  prosperity  would  be  the  death  of  their  monopoly. 

But  Miller  was  a  lord  proprietor's  deputy,  and  acting  president 
of  the  colony,  as  well  as  collector ;  and  in  this  capacity  he  still 

»  2  Hen  nine's  Stnt.  nt  large,  p.  445.  »  Chalmers'  An.,  p.  584.    Ante,  p.  878. 
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further  offended  the  lawless  set  who  had,  in  truth,  been  too  long 
without  any  legitimate  rule  quietly  to  submit  now  to  the  restraints 
of  rightful  authority.  No  doubt  he  was  angered  by  opposition, 
and  called  not  prudence,  but  passion,  into  his  counsels.  "  lie  did 
many  extravagant  things,  whereby,  as  we  are  assured,  he  lost  the 
affections  of  the  people." '  They  were  ripe  enough,  in  the  hands 
of  demagogues,  for  sedition  and  rebellion  at  any  time,  for  they 
were  ignorant;  but  unfortunately  for  Miller,  Bacon's  rebellion 
and  temporary  success  were  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Carolina ;  and  some  of  those  who  were  concerned  in  it  had  fled 
from  the  fiery  indignation  of  the  vindictive  Berkeley,  and  hid 
themselves  in  Albemarle.  There,  no  doubt,  they  were  ready 
enough  to  assure  the  people  of  Carolina  that  the  overturning  of 
governments  was  an  easy  aijd  rather  amusing  pastime,  serving,  at 
least,  to  interrupt  the  monotonous  dullness  of  a  quiet  state  of  law 
and  order. 

But  Miller  might  perhaps  have  survived  the  opposition  from 
these  causes,  had  not  a  potent  ally  intermeddled  in  the  strife,  in 
the  persons  of  the  New  England  men.  During  the  period  of  mis- 
rule which  had  existed  for  some  time  prior  to  Miller's  arrival, 
these  men  had  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity,  and  "  so 
managed  their  affairs,  that  they  bought  their  goods  at  very  low 
rates,  eat  out  and  ruined  the  place,  defrauded  the  king  of  his  cus- 
toms, and  yet  governed  the  people  against  their  own  interests."' 
These  men  had  actually  made  the  settlement  in  a  great  degree 
tributary  to  them,  and  acquired  no  small  influence  with  some  of 
the  wealthiest  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  when  they  saw  Miller  reso- 
lutely striving  to  destroy  the  monopoly  of  trade  which  they  had  so 
long  and  profitably  enjoyed,  they  were  but  too  ready  to  swell  the 
outcry  against  him,  and  increase  his  unpopularity.  They  well 
knew  that  if  civil  strife  removed  him,  their  influence  would  be 
sufficient  to  establish  affairs  on  a  basis  which  would  preserve  to 
them  their  gainful  traffic. 

In  this  state  of  affairs,  when  the  train  was  laid,  and  it  needed 
but  the  application  of  the  match  to  produce  explosion,  an  armed 
vessel  arrived  (we  shall  see  presently  they  had  been  expecting  it), 

>  Chalmers*  Annals,  p.  5S4. 
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nnder  tlie  command  of  a  well-known  Yankee,  named  Gillam,  who 
was  somewhat  famous  in  Albemarle ;  and  as  an  evidence  of  the 
influence  which  the  men  of  New  England  had  obtained  over  the 
colonists,  Durant,  the  first  settler  of  the  country  and  one  of  the 
wealthiest  landed  proprietors  in  it,  was  on  board  with  Gillam. 
This  creSt^  prepared  for  war^  entered  the  peaceful  waters  of  Albe- 
marle in  December,  1677,  and  as  soon  as  she  appeared  an  insur- 
rection broke  out. 

It  was  necessary  that  the  insurgents  on  land  should  have  a 
leader.  All  had  been  pre-arranged.  There  was  a  man,  named 
Culpepper,  who  in  1671  had  been  appointed  surveyor-general  of 
the  province.  On  Ashley  Kiver  he  had  raised  commotions  against 
the  government,  and  fled  to  the  northern  settlement  of  Albemarle 
to  save  his  life.  Had  he  remained  south,  in  all  probability  he 
would  have  been  hanged  for  an  unprincipled  and  murderous  effort 
to  rouse  the  poor  to  the  work  of  plundering  the  rich.  This  villain, 
acting  secretly  with  Qillam,  a  man  named  Crawford,  and  some 
othere,  all  New  England  men,  designed  (as  some  of  their  contem- 
poraries who  were  honest  men  believed)  to  get  the  trade  of  Albe- 
marle all  into  their  own  hands,  for  some  years  at  least,  defraud 
the  king  of  his  customs,  and  buy  the  produce  of  the  country  on 
their  own  terms. 

This  bold,  bad  man  headed  the  insurgents  on  the  land,  promoted 
to  the  command,  no  doubt,  by  the  influence  and  cunning  contriv- 
ance of  Gillam  and  his  other  colleagues ;  and  it  must  be  confessed 
he  had  furnished  in  his  antecedents  ample  testimonials  of  his  qual- 
ifications for  the  "  bad  eminence"  to  which  his  crimes  had  now 
raised  him.  The  mass  of  the  people  was  ignorant  and  easily  mis- 
led, while  some  of  the  better  informed  lent  themselves  to  the  en- 
terprise of  Culpepper,  because  its  object  was  to  disable  Miller 
from  executing  the  excessively  odious  navigation  acta  of  the 
mother  country.  They  prospered  more  by  unlawful  trade,  and 
therefore  took  part  with  Gillam  and  the  other  New  Englanders, 
wlio  were  in  truth,  as  we  believe,  the  instigators  of  this  outbreak. 
The  laws  of  England  affecting  the  commerce  of  the  colonies  are 
therefore  in  no  small  degree  chargeable  with  giving  rise  to  this 
the  first  rebellion  of  the  colony  during  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment. 
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As  Miller  had  no  armed  force  wherewith  to  resist  this  turbnlent 
mob,  they  easily  acquired  possession  of  the  whole  country.  Tlie 
imfortunate  president  did  what  he  could,  and  did  it  promptly,  on 
the  arrival  of  Gillam  in  his  armed  vessel.  Within  two  hours  after 
he  landed  he  was  arrested,  for  what  his  friends  mildly  called  "  tlie 
slip  of  a  word,"  but  what  more  probably  was  highly  seditious  if 
not  treasonable  language,  and  put  under  bonds  of  £1000.  Tlie 
president  himself,  we  infer  from  our  authority,  made  the  arrest, 
and  treated  Gillam  with  very  little  respect  or  ceremony.  Tlie 
contrast  in  conduct  between  Miller  and  Gillam  is  quite  significant. 
The  president  was  no  coward,  and  acted  with  rash  impetuosity 
under  the  impulse  of  a  passionate  resentment,  which  never  holds 
counsel  with  discretion.  Gillam,  on  the  other  hand,  shrewd  and 
calculating,  and  well  aware  that  he  had  a  sure  ally  in  Miller'a 
angry  imprudence,  assumed  with  great  meekness  an  air  of  injured 
innocence,  and  told  the  people  that  under  such  treatment  he 
thought  it  best  to  leave  the  country.  This  was  a  stroke  of  deep 
and  sure  policy.  The  ignorant  colonists,  who  looked  for  supplies 
from  Gillaiii's  vessel,  had  no  disposition  to  see  her  sail  away  with-* 
out  removing  her  hatches  or  breaking  bulk ;  and  little  dreaming 
that  Gillam  might  be  practising  an  artful  ruse,  they  clustered 
around  hiin^  and  "  earnestly  persuaded"  him  to  do  them  the  favor 
of  remaining,  to  which  he  yielded  with  a  graceful  courtesy  that 
accomplished  the  double  object  of  seeming  to  oblige  tlie  inhabit- 
ants, while  it  gratified  his  wishes;  it  saved  him  also  from  the 
future  imputation  of  having  remained  in  the  waters  of  Albemarle, 
in  an  armed  vessel,  with  hostile  intentions.  Indeed,  nothing  is 
more  transparent  in  the  whole  transaction  than  the  studied  care 
with  which  Gillam  kept  himself  out  of  sight  as  a  leader  or  prom- 
inent actor,  and  the  caution  with  which  he  guarded  against  the 
future  possibility  of  being  implicated  in  the  insurrection  by  any 
legal  proof.  With  the  same  rash  and  uncalculating  courage  that 
he  had  exhibited  toward  Gillam,  Miller,  a  few  hours  afterward, 
went  on  board  of  the  vessel,  with  a  brace  of  pistols,  and  present- 
ing one  of  them  to  Durant's  bi*east,  arrested  him  with  his  own 
hands  as  a  traitor.  No  doubt  had  Miller  been  possessed  of  any 
troops,  he  would  have  opposed  Culpepper  to  the  death ;  but  his 
own  actions,  that  we  have  related  above,  appear  to  have  fur- 
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nished  the  only  cases  af  actual  personal  resistance  to  the  insur- 
gents.* 

The  first  act  of  the  rebellious  crew  was  to  imprison  Miller, 
against  whom  they  were  most  indignant.  Indeed,  nearly  their 
whole  resentment  was  directed  toward  him;  probably  because 
they  knew  that  he  alone  of  all  the  colony  was  really  in  eam^t  in 
supporting  the  proprietors'  rights.  It  is  true  that  tliey  sent  seven 
of  the  proprietaiy  deputies  to  share  his  imprisonment ;  but  this 
was  to  place  out  of  the  way  the  council,  with  whom  alone  re- 
mained any  shadow  of  proprietary  authority  after  Miller  was  de- 
posed. The  field  was  now  therefore  clear  for  the  formation  of  any 
system  of  government  they  chose  to  adopt.  The  only  member  of 
the  council  whom  they  did  not  imprison  was  the  president  of  that 
body,  whose  favor,  by  some  means  or  other,  they  had  secured, 
and  whose  official  station  they  probably  meant  to  employ  in  giv- 
ing some  sort  of  countenance  to  their  usurpation. 

Tlie  royal  revenue  from  the  customs,  some  three  thousand 
pounds,  which  Miller  had  received  as  collector,  they  wrested  from 
his  hands,  and  applied  to  the  support  of  their  revolt ;  they  took 
possession  of  the  public  records,  established  courts  of  justice,  ap- 
pointed officers  for  the  colony,  and  convoked  an  Assembly.  In 
one  word,  they  entirely  prostrated  the  authority  and  government 
of  the  proprietors,  and  constituted  themselves  an  independent 
state,  exercising  authority  as  such  for  two  years :  though,  in  truth, 
the  common  people  were  unconsciously  the  mere  dancing  puppets 
of  the  more  cunning  New  England  wire-pullers. 

When  they  had  imprisoned  Miller  and  the  seven  deputies,  they 
issued  what,  in  modern  times,  is  known  among  our  southern  Span- 
ish neighbors  as  a  pronundamenio  f  tha't  is  to  say,  a  manifesto 
composed  chiefly  of  professions  of  patriotism,  a  profusion  of  lies, 
and  a  justification  of  rebellion.  This  document,  as  remarkable 
for  its  contempt  of  the  English  language  as  it  was  for  its  con- 
tempt of  the  English  law,  purported  to  be  the  "  remonstrance  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Pasquotank  to  all  the  rest  of  the  county  of 
Albemarle;"  and  of  course  contained  an  enumeration  of  griev- 
ances the  most  oppressive.^    They  alleged  that  their  object  was  to 

>  Chalinera*  Annaltt,  pp.  hZb,  559.  sVide  ante,  p.  874. 
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give  tlie  country  "  a  free  parliament,"  by  which  their  grievances 
might  be  sent  home  to  the  proprietors  :  the  grievances  were,  that 
Miller  had  denied  them  "  a  free  election  of  an  Assembly ;"  that  he 
had  cheated  the  country  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds 
of  tobacco,  thus  raising  the  annual  levy  by  an  excess  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  per  poll  beyond  what  it  had  been  before ; 
that,  in  addition,  he  had  made  them  pay  nearly  twenty  thousand 
pounds  to  support  "  his  piping  guard ;"  that  he  had  arrested  Gil- 
lam,  and  laid  him  under  bonds  for  sedition  immediately  on  his 
arrival,  notwithstanding  he  had  brought  "three  times  the  goods'* 
he  had  brought  the  previous  year.  The  sequitur^  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, is  not  very  logical  which  makes  the  large  importation  neu- 
tralize the  sedition.  It  was  also  set  forth  as  a  grievance  that  the 
president  proceeded  so  far  as  even  to  treat  the  great  Captain  Gillam 
with  personal  indignity,  and  that  he  had  actually  arrested  the 
Quaker,  George  Durant  (who  was  found  in  Gillam's  armed  vessel), 
for  ti'eason.  And  not  to  weary  them  with  further  particulars,  they 
closed  tlieir  address  to  the  other  inhabitants  of  Albemarle  as  fol- 
lows :  "  And  many  other  injuries,  mischiefs,  and  grievances  he 
hath  brought  upon  ns,  that  thereby  an  inevitable  ruin  is  coming 
(unless  prevented),  which  we  are  now  about  to  do,  and  hope  and 
expect  that  you  will  join  with  us  therein ;  and  subscribed  this  the 
3d  December,  1677."  This  memorable  document  was  signed  by 
thirty-four  persons. 

We  have  here  one  side  of  the  story,  as  told  by  those  who  were 
interested  in  furnishing  the  best  reasons  they  could  for  their  over- 
turning lawful  authority.  But  there  was,  of  course,  another  side 
to  it,  and  for  this  we  are  indebted  to  a  document  existing  among 
the  plantation  papers  in  England,  which  we  find  in  Chalmers.* 
This  is  a  "  representation  presented  to  the  proprietors,"  in  expla^ 
nation  of  the  revolt;  and,  as  its  contents  show,  must  have  been 
furnished  by  eye-witnesses.  It  probably  emanated  from  some 
leading  and  educate.d  person  or  persons  in  the  province.  Tliis  as- 
serts most  unequivocally  that  "  the  rebellion  of  Albemarle  was  not 
accidental.^^  "  No  sudden  provocation"  produced  it.  It  was  the 
premeditated  result  of  "  deliberate  contrivance."    Several  particu- 

»  Chalnien^  Aiinulti,  p.  661.    Aiito,  876. 
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lars  are  enumerated  as  affording  proof  of  the  fact.  The  leaders  in 
the  revolt  had  been  industriously  seeking,  for  some  time  before,  to 
i*ender  themselves  popular  among  the  people ;  they  had  sought  to 
make  for  themselves  a  party  among  them,  and,  to  this  end,  had 
circulated  various  false  rumors,  disquieting  the  people's  minds, 
and  prejudicing  them  against  the  proprietors :  thus,  they  stated 
that  the  quit-rents  were  to  be  raised,  first  to  two  pence,  and  finally 
to  six  pence  per  acre.  But  not  content  with  this,  they  proceeded 
to  an  actual  interruption  of  the  administration  of  the  government. 
Several  times,  before  Gillam  arrived,  they  had  disturbed  the  courts 
of  justice,  impeded  the  acts  of  the  government,  and  even  gone  so 
far  as  to  dissolve  the  Assembly.  But  what  was  conclusive  evidence 
of  deliberate,  preconcerted  plan,  was  the  fact,  that  the  moment  GU- 
lamUs  vessel  appea/red  in  Pasquotank  Biver^  a  large  number  of  the 
people  immediaidy  took  up  arms;  and  to  this  must  be  added,  that 
Gillam's  craft,  a  simple  merchant  ti'ader  heretofore,  now,  for  the 
first  time,  appeared  in  Albemarle,  bristling  with  guns.  "We  think 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that,  under  the  auspices,  and  by  the  pre- 
vious secret  arrangements  of  Gillam,  Culpepper,  Crawford,  and 
other  New  England  men,  the  whole  plan  of  forcibly  taking  Albe- 
marle from  the  proprietors,  and  of  overturning  their  authority,  had 
been  carefully  arranged.  The  people  were  drawn  into  it  by  the 
falsehoods  of  the  conspirators,  and  by  their  apprehension  of  incon- 
venience and  loss  from  the  enforcement,  by  Miller,  of  the  detested 
navigation  acts  of  England. 

Miller  and  his  counsellors  consigned  to  prison,  and  with  but 
few  and  powerless  friends  to  attempt  their  rescue,  we  have  now 
to  contemplate  the  province  under  the  usurped  authority  of  Cul- 
pepper. He  soon  formed  what  he  called  the  government  of  the 
country :  what  it  was  precisely,  or  by  what  officers  administered, 
we  have  not  now  the  means  of  knowing ;  it  is,  however,  fair  to 
presume  that  his  will,  and  that  of  his  cunning  New  England  col- 
leagues, furnished  the  law,  and  that  the  ulterior  objects  of  the 
conspirators  in  securing  to  themselves  the  profits  of  all  the  trade 
of  Albemarle  were  not  forgotten. 

Eastchurch,  whom  we  left  in  the  "West  Indies,  prosecuting  his 
suit  in  the  court  of  love,  was  finally  successful,  and  won  the  lady 
and  her  fortune.    He  now  thought  it  was  time  to  look  after  his 
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government,  and,  with  his  bride,  embarked  for  Carolina ;  but  on 
his  arrival  found,  alas !  that  all  he  conld  hope  to  wield  there  was 
but  "  a  barren  sceptre."  No  deceitful,  smooth- visaged  cordiality 
of  greeting,  such  as  hailed  Miller's  arrival,  awaited  him.  With  a 
commission  that  was  unquestionable,  and  with  no  provincial  ex- 
perience of  his  conduct  that  had  proved  it  to  be  exceptionable, 
tlie  government  de  facto^  with  Culpepper  at  its  head,  laughed  in 
his  face  at  his  claim  of  authority,  and  flatly  refused  obedience  to 
his  mandates.  Mortified  and  indignant,— and  probably  none  the 
less  so,  because  these  insults  were  patent  to  the  woman  whom  he 
loved,  and  whom  he  had  invited  to  share  with  him  oflacial  dignity, 
— he  turned  to  Virginia,  and  asked  of  her  lieutenant-governor, 
Chicherley,  the  aid  of  an  armed  force  for  the  recoTery  of  his 
rights.  It  was  granted,  but  before  troops  in  sufficient  number 
could  be  collected,  he  sank  under  feelings  fatally  wounded  by 
mortification,  and  died  of  vexation.  With  sensibilities  so  refined 
and  acute,  had  he  obtained  the  troops,  he  probably  would  have 
been  no  match  for  the  unscrupulous  Culpepper ;  and  had  he  fallen 
into  his  hands,  by  the  chances  of  war,  he  might  have  gone  to  his 
grave  by  a  more  ignominious  death  than  that  which  removed  him. 
The  times  required  a  governor  of  sterner  stuff. 

But  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  usurpers  were  without  ap- 
prehensions of  what  might  be  the  end  of  their  revolt.  Guilt  is 
apt  to  be  fearful.  Virginia  had  shown  a  willingness  to  repress 
their  rebellion  by  force ;  and,  though  Eastchurch  was  dead,  yet  it 
was  by  no  means  impossible,  or  even  improbable,  that  chastise- 
ment might  come  from  that  quarter,  at  the  order  of  the  crown, 
especially  if  its  interposition  should  be  solicited  by  the  proprie- 
tors. Like  cunning  children  who  have  done  wrong,  they  there- 
fore resolved  to  forestall  the  severity  of  extreme  punishment,  by 
voluntary  confession  and  a  penitent  submission  to  the  milder  pen- 
alty that  would  probably  follow  on  their  ingenuous  contrition. 
They  were  ready  to  cry  "  mea  culpa  ;"  but  they  meant  to  plead 
guilty  to  a  culpa  that  would  not  be  deemed  unpardonable.  Ac- 
cordingly, after  two  years  of  successful  rebellion,  they  determined 
to  send  commissioners  to  England,  to  tender  to  the  proprietors  the 
restoration  of  their  province  and  government ;  but,  to  convince 
them  that  they  had  been  holding  it,  not  for  their  own  benefit^  but 
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from  zeal  for  the  interest  of  its  true  owners,  the  commisBioners 
were  instrncted  to  set  forth  Miller's  enormitiea  and  insist  on  the 
necessity  of  his  punishment. 

Culpepper  and  Holden  were  selected  to  go  on  this  mission. 
Bnt  the  victim  whom  they  had  thus  selected  for  sacrifice  was  in 
England  as  soon  as  they  were.  Miller  and  his  fellow-prisoners 
had  contrived  to  escape  from  prison,  and  were  ready  to  confront 
the  ambassadors  of  the  colony,  before  the  proprietors.  It  may 
well  be  supposed  that  men  who  had  been  forcibly  deposed  from 
lawful  power,  and  consigned  to  the  discomforts  of  a  prison,  were 
not  long  in  relating  the  story  of  their  wrongs,  and  tilling  the  high 
places  of  the  land,  as  well  as  the  homes  of  the  people,  with  an 
enumeration  of  their  sufferings  and  the  villainy  of  their  persecu- 
tors. Miller  had  been  there  before,  as  "freedom's  martyr,"  to 
complain  of  a  govemor^s  tyranny :  he  was  now  there  as  the  cham- 
pion of  order,  a  deposed  governor  himself,  to  complain  of  the  je>^o- 
;ple^s  tyranny.  He  had  found  the  last,  as  he  thought,  rather  worse 
than  the  first ;  the  first  paid,  the  last  did  not.  The  business  which 
had  brought  him  in  both  cases  however  was  complaint,  and  the 
proprietors,  harassed  with  vexation  and  weary  of  ever  spending 
without  any  adequate  return,  liked  not  the  nature  of  his  message. 
They  had  heard  little  else  but  complaint  for  seventeen  long  years. 
So  far  as  we  can  discover.  Miller  and  his  companions  told  theii 
tale  of  wrongs  in  vain.  Culpepper  was  a  more  dexterous  diplo- 
matist than  die  deposed  president,  and  tiiiough  he  succeeded  not 
in  procuring  the  signal  punishment  of  Miller,  yet  he  persuaded 
the  proprietors  to  accept  the  offered  submission  of  the  rebels,  and 
take  back  their  province,  with  the  ejcpense  of  maintaining-  it 
If  Culpepper  gained  no  power  for  himself  (confidence  in  him  after 
what  had  passed  would  have  been  an  infatuation  too  gross  even 
for  idiotey),  he  at  least  prevented  the  restoration  of  power  to 
Miller.  The  proprietors  must  have  seen  that  the  last  had  but  little 
self-control,  while  the  first  had  no  principle. 

Culpepper's  triumph,  however^  was  not  without  a  speedy  extin- 
guishment. Just  as  he  had  executed  his  commission,  and  was 
about  to  embark  for  Carolina,  the  commissioners  of  the  royal  cus- 
toms had  somewhat  to  say  concerning  him.  Miller  had  informed 
them  of  the  high-handed  robbery  which  had  extorted  from  him,  as 
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collector,  some  three  thousand  pounds  of  revenue,  which  he  held 
for  his  majesty.  Tlie  commissioners  thought  that  if  the  proprietors 
were  content  to  overlook  his  misdemeanors,  tliat  furnished  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  permit  him  to  steal  from  the  king  with  im- 
punity. They  caused  him  to  be  arrested,  under  the  double  charge 
of  usurping  the  office  of  collector  without  their  autliority,  and  of 
embezzling  the  king's  revenue.  His  arrest  was  made  on  board  the 
ship,  at  the  Downs,  by  special  order  of  the  privy  council.  This 
gave  to  Culpepper's  position  and  prospects  a  very  serious  aspect. 
No  protection  of  the  lords  proprietors  could  screen  him  from  in- 
vestigation, while  Miller  and  some  of  the  imprisoned  deputies  were 
in  England,  but  too  ready  to  testify  to  all  his  villainies.  The  mat- 
ter had  been  referred  by  the  privy  council  to  the  committee  of 
plantations,  who  reported  to  his  majesty  that,  after  full  hearing, 
the  proprietors  of  Carolina  being  present,  they  were  satisfied  that 
Culpepper  had  raised  a  rebellion  in  the  province,  imprisoned  the 
lawful  governor,  and  all  the  deputies  but  one,  and  assumed  the 
government  himself ;  had  deposed  the  collector  and  usurped  his 
office,  receiving  the  revenue,  and,  by  proclamation,  declaring  him- 
self to  be  the  lawful  collector,  which  revenue,  to  the  amount  of 
about  £3000,  he  had  applied  to  his  own  purposes.  These  particu- 
lars were  all  proved  on  oath  before  them :  but  in  addition  (they 
reported),  that  Culpepper  dchnowledged  the  facis^  and  implored 
pardon  of  the  king ;  and  in  case  pardon  was  refused,  he  then 
prayed  that  he  might  be  sent  to  Carolina  for  trial,  and  not  be  tried 
in  England.  The  commissioners  of  customs,  however,  intreated 
the  king,  through  this  report  of  the  lords  of  the  committee  on  plan- 
tations, that  no  mercy  might  be  shown  by  his  majesty  to  such  an 
offender,  unless  he  made  satisfaction  in  some  way  for  the  sum  of 
which  he  had  defrauded  the  revenue.* 

The  king  granted  him  no  pardon ;  and  in  Trinity  term,'  1680,  of 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  he  was  tried  on  an  indictment  for  high 
treason  committed  without  the  realm.  The  case  was  very  briefly 
reported  by  Ventris,  and  we  have  already  referred  to  it  in  our 
chapter  on  "  the  law  and  its  administration."*  We  will,  therefore, 
only  add  here,  that  at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  English 

1  ClialmerK'  Annals,  p.  662.    Ante,  p.  876.  '  Ante,  p.  811. 
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jurisprudence,  it .  was  a  question  how  and  where  treasons,  com- 
mitted  without  the  realin^  should  be  tried.  Sir  Edward  Coke  says 
"  they  wanted  trial  at  common  law,  and  therefore  to  establish  cer- 
tainty therein,  the  above-mentioned  law  was  made."  The  law  to 
which  he  alludes  was  a  statute  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII., 
enacting  that  foreign  treasons  may  be  tried  either  by  a  special 
commission,  or  in  the  King's  Bench  hy  a  jury  of  the  courUy  where 
that  court  sits.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  men  were  tried,  under 
this  statute,  for  treasons  committed  in  Ireland.  Tlie  same  thing 
was  done  in  the  reigns  of  James  I.  and  Charles  I.  Even  9k  peer  of 
Ireland  was  tried  and  convicted  by  a  Middlesex  jury,  though  he 
claimed  that,  as  a  peer,  he  had  a  right  to  demand  trial  by  his  peers 
only.  It  was  therefore  established  law,  when  the  colonies  were 
planted,  that  treasons  committed  in  them  might  be  tried  in  Eng- 
land. In  the  Carolina  charter  of  1665,  the  inhabitants  were  de- 
clared to  be  "  subject  immediately  to  our  crown  of  England,  as 
depending  thereon  forever  ;"  nor  did  the  instrument  permit  them 
to  be  tried  before  any  court  out  of  the  province,  except  in  England, 
In  truth,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  11.  it  was  the  practice  in 
all  the  colonies  to  send  tliose  charged  with  high  treason  to  England 
for  trial ;  and  some  writers  have  said  that  Culpepper  was  thus  sent 
from  Carolina.  This,  however,  is  not  true,  and  the  authority  for 
the  statement  in  the  first  instance  is  one  to  which  the  well-informed 
student  of  American  history  attaches  but  little  value.*  Culpepper 
(as  we  have  stated  previously)  was  Xhajirst  American  colonist  that 
was  tried  under  the  statute ;  and  though  his  guilt  was  conclusively 
proved  by  Miller  and  the  imprisoned  deputies  who  were  in  Eng- 
land, yet  Shaftesbur}',  a  proprietor,  and  at  that  time  possessed  of 
immense  influence,  from  some  cause  or  other  befriended  him,  and 
robbed  the  gallows  of  its  due,  by  asserting,  in  the  face  of  all  truth, 
that  Albemarle  never  had  a  regular  government,  and  that  the 
height  of  Culpepper's  offence  was  a  mere  riot,  arising  in  the  pro- 

'  Tiio  work  referred  to  Ih  commonly  known  u-i  01dmixon*s  Britinh  Empire  in  America, 
first  publir^lied  in  170S;  2d  edition  in  1741.  Oldmixon  Hignod  i\\Q  dedication  \n  iti^  fLT%\» 
(•dition  ;  hut  muny  buppoHe  that  Herman  Moll,  who  made  the  maps,  wrote  aUo  the  book. 
At  all  events,  it  contains  almoi^t  as  many  errors  as  pages,  and,  nn^upported,  is  not  to  be 
trusted.  Tlio  statement  concerning  Culpepper  is  in  vol.  i.  p.  466,  2d  edition.  The  book 
proi>nhly  was  manufactured  to  meet  an  exiHting  demand  in  the  market  for  something  about 
the  culunioi*  in  America. 
Vol.  II.— 31 
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gress  of  feads  and  quarrels  among  the  planters.  It  is  worthy  of 
note,  that  the  judges  declared  the  law  to  be,  that  taking  up  arms 
against  the  proprietary  government  was  treason  against  the  king, 
Culpepper  was,  however,  acquitted  of  treason :  how  he  fared  in 
the  matter  of  the  revenue  from  the  customs,  which  he  had  em- 
bezzled, we  do  not  know. 

And  now  the  lords  proprietor,  perfectly  cognizant,  as  this  trial 
must  have  made  them,  of  the  distracted  state  of  their  province, 
had  before  them,  for  choice,  two  courses  of  action.  The  one  was 
in  a  vigorous,  strong-handed  assertion  of  their  rights  and  powers ; 
the  other  in  the  temporizing  expediency  of  compromise  with  long- 
continued,  lawless  insolence  and  theft.  It  will  liardly  be  doubted, 
at  this  day,  that  tlieir  true  policy,  if  they  meant  to  keep  Carolina, 
was,  at  once,  to  have  sent  a  force  sufficiently  strong  to  have  put 
down  promptly  all  opposition  to  their  government ;  and  to  have 
hanged,  as  by  their  charter  they  had  a  right  to  do,  a  few  of  the 
more  prominent  of  the  guilty,  not  forgetting  to  include  among 
them  a  New  England  man  or  two ;  and  to  have  given  the  province 
to  understand,  that  if  they  did  not  behave  themselves  as  quiet  citi- 
zens thereafter,  a  second  armament  should  immediately  be  sent  to 
repeat  the  severe  lesson  they  had  just  been  taught.  When  men 
have  once  taken  arms  against  a  lawful  government,  to  temporize  is 
to  surrender  to  them.  The  only  argument  to  be  used  h  force; 
and  it  is  humane  at  once  to  produce  it,  and  in  strength,  too,  suffi- 
cient to  crush  resistance.  "When  malcontents  see  such  strength 
arrayed  against  them,  then  you  may  reason  with  them,  for  the 
certainty  of  consequences  then  becomes  an  argument  so  intelligible 
and  so  forcible  that  even  angiy  men  will  give  heed  to  it ;  and 
under  such  circumstances,  reasoning  may  save  the  effusion  of 
human  blood,  while,  at  the  same  time,  insulted  authority  is  in  a 
condition  to  dictate  the  terms  of  submission  and  reparation  to  the 
violated  majesty  of  the  law.  If,  however,  men  with  infuriated 
rage  will  still  persist  in  forcible  resistance  to  properly  constituted 
Authority,  then  such  authority  is  in  a  condition  to  use  effectually, 
and  once  for  all,  the  short  and  sharp  remedy  of  force,  which  alone 
will  cure  the  malady ;  and  it  is  true  humanity  to  use  it  thoroughly 
And  promptly.  It  will  save  many  a  life  thereafter.  Wlien  the 
LAW  is  trodden  under  foot  by  armed  men,  society  is  dissolved  ;  nor 
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man,  woman,  or  child  is  safe.  The  first  thing  to  be  done,  is,  at  aU 
costy  to  re-estabh'sh  its  supremacy.  Theriy  authority  may  safely 
parley  with  rebellion  ;  but  not  till  then. 

To  us  it  seems  that  this  should  have  been  the  view  taken  by  the 
proprietor ;  perhaps  it  was  the  view  of  some ;  but  if  so,  Shaftes- 
bury, who  was  of  their  number,  probably  overcame  them  by  his 
influence ;  and,  unfortunately  for  themselves  and  their  rights,  their 
lordships  permitted  that  influence  to  lay  their  dignity  in  the  dust, 
and  ultimately  to  sacrifice  a  province.  The  temporizing  policy 
they  pursued  terminated  in  a  compromise  with  the  rebels  them- 
selves (Culpepper  and  Holden  being  their  agents),  the  leading  fea- 
ture of  which  was,  that  they  "  would  govern,  in  future,  according 
to  that  portion  of  obedience  which  the  insurgents  should  be  dis- 
posed to  yield  to  them."*  No  wonder  that  wise  men  said  (as  the 
annalist  informs  us),  "  a  government,  actuated  by  such  principles, 
cannot  be  of  long  continuance." 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  our  laudable  curiosity,  could  we,  by 
means  of  the  authentic  minutes  of  the  proprietaries'  deliberations, 
transport  oui*selves,  in  imagination,  to  Craven  House,  and  be  un- 
seen listeners  to  their  debates,  about  this  period  of  our  history. 
We  apprehend  we  should  find  some  diversity  of  opinion  among 
them.  We  do.  not  know,  but  we  conjecture  that  Clai'endon  was 
opposed  to  the  wretched  and  cowardly  plan  of  succumbing  to  the 
provincial  insurgents.  He  may  have  been  one  of  those  alluded  to 
above  (for  he  was  long-headed  and  clear-sighted),  who  foresaw  in  the 
measures  adopted  that  such  a  government  would  not  last  long.  At 
any  rate,  it  was  about  this  period  that  he  sold  his  rights  as  a  pro- 
prietor to  Seth  Sothel ;  than  whom,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  no 
greater  villain  ever  placed  his  foot  on  the  soil  of  Carolina.  It  is 
fair  to  presume  that  his  earlier  actions  foreshadowed  the  baseness  of 
his  character;  for  no  one  could  pass,  at  a  single  step,  from  virtue  to 
sucli  a  state  of  general  and  thorough  want  of  principle,  as  this  man 
exhibited  from  the  first  to  the  last  moment  in  which  he  cursed  the 
colony  with  his  presence.  And  if  this  our  conjecture  be  true,  it 
forces  from  us  the  remark,  that  it  says  but  little  for  the  high-bom 
of  England,  at  that  day,  that  such  a  man  could,  by  purchase,  be- 

>  ScQ  Chalmers*  Annals,  p.  588. 
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corae  their  associate  and  equal.  He  had  roguery  to  offer  in  place 
of  rank,  and  money  in  place  of  merit.  Tliat  such  a  man  ever  be- 
came the  companion  of  titled  greatness,  as  a  co-proprietor,  proves, 
at  least,  that,  in  1680-81,  Carolina  stock  must  have  been  at  a  Inige 
discount  in  the  London  market. 

But  the  timid  compromise  of  the  proprietors  with  the  insurgents 
was  not  the  only  error  they  committed.  In  the  attempt  to  re- 
establish their  rights,  they  of  course  had  to  nominate  a  new  gov- 
ernor ;  for  the  rebels  did  condescend  to  permit  them  the  exercise 
of  the  outward  forms  at  least  of  sovereignty.  It  obviously  was  a 
time  when  the  state  of  the  province  required  a  return,  with  as  lit- 
tle delay  as  possible,  to  a  permanent  organization  of  all  the  depart- 
ments, and  especially  in  the  case  of  the  chief  magistrate ;  but, 
with  an  infatuation  so  marvellous  that  it  almost  seems  like  the 
fulfilment  of  a  providentially  predestined  doom,  they  inaugurated 
the  restoration  to  their  rights  by  appointing  John  Harvey  to  the 
Umporai*y  exercisel  of  the  governor's  powers,  as  president  of  the 
council.  This  was  in  1680.*  The  consequence  was  precisely  what 
might  have  been  anticipated.  Ordinary  sagacity  could  have  fore- 
told that  men  just  out  of  a  state  of  rebellion  were  not  likely  to 
yield  respect  and  obedience  to  a  government  which,  as  it  was 
temporary,  was  not  likely,  during  its  short  and  uncertain  continu- 
ance, to  involve  itself  in  trouble,  by  using  coercive  measures  to 
enforce  submission.  Harvey's  rule  was  therefore  nominal  merely, 
and  all  that  we  can  record  of  his  administration  is,  that  the  oldest 
records  of  the  State  are  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  a  pala- 
tine court  held  by  him. 

At  the  time  of  his  appointment,  the  proprietors  had  resolved  to 
send  Seth  Sothel  as  permanent  governor ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
a  misfortune  which  befell  him,  until  he  should  arrive,  Harvey  was 
to  be  his  locum  tenens.  It  so  happened  that  on  his  voyage  in 
167J>,  or  early  in  1680,  Sothel  was  captured  by  an  Algerine  cor- 
sair, and  this  made  it  necessary  to  appoint  some  one  ds  governor 
in  his  place.    Accordingly,  after  Harvey's  brief  administration,  in 

>  Chttlmerm*  Annnlft,  p.  588.  "  Mr.  Seth  Sothel,  the  governor,  having  been  taken  by 
ll^o  Turks,  :ind  ciw-ried  into  Algiers,  it  is  thought  fit  that  Mr.  John  Harvey  should  be  pres- 
ifioiit  of  the  council,  and  execute  the  authority  of  governor  until  his  return." — £jUnut 
/fvm  Minutu  of  ProprittorM, 
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June,  1680,  John  Jenkins,  of  whom  we  know  little  more  than  Iiia 
name,  was  appointed  goveimor^  not  prudent.  He  died  Decem- 
ber, 1681,^  but,  before  his  death  even,  he  ceased  to  hold  the  oflSce ; 
for  it  appears  that  in  February,  1681,  Henry  Wilkinson  was  ap- 
pointed "governor  of  that  portion  of  Carolina  stretching  from 
Virginia  to  the  river  Pamlico,  and  five  miles  beyond  it."* 

This  frequent  change  in  the  chief  magistracy,  at  a  critical  pe- 
riod, when  it  required  calm  judgment,  a  resolute  will,  a  strong 
hand,  and,  above  all,  permanency  of  place,  in  the  governor,  fore- 
boded no  good  to  the  distracted  province.  In  vain  the  proprie- 
tors sent  out  their  exhortations^  urging  the  people  of  the  province 
to  settle  their  quarrels  and  restore  order,  for  the  sake  of  their  own 
interest,  if  not  from  respect  to  proprietary  commands.  In  vain 
the  legislature  passed  an  act  of  oblivion  as  to  the  past,  with  a 
single  exception,  as  to  "  the  duties  due  to  the  king,  and  to  the 
estates  of  his  collector."  In  vain  did  their  lordships  express  the 
hope,  covering  a  threat,  that  they  should  "  not  be  constrained  to 
ttse  force  to  reduce  the  seditious  to  reason."  At  this  the  provincials 
laughed ;  for  they  had  no  fear  of  the  use  of  force  by  men,  who,  as 
they  well  knew,  ought  to  have  used  it  long  before ;  but,  from 
want  either  of  wit  or  courage,  Imd  failed  to  do  so.  They  looked 
upon  the  threat  as  what,  in  truth,  it  was,  mere  brutum  fvlmen. 
Tlie  adherents  of  Culpepper's  old  faction  were  dominant,  and  they 
lorded  it  with  a  high  hand  over  their  opponents.  "Hiey  fined,  and 
imprisoned,  and  banished,  and  thus  relieved  themselves  of  the 
presence  of  some,  while  others,  in  anticipation  of  their  tender 
mercies,  removed  with  their  families  and  property  into  Virginia, 
where,  if  they  paid  higher  taxes,  they  at  least  escaped  the  capri- 
cious tyranny  of  a  ruling  faction,  and  lived  under  a  government. 
Those,  too,  who  wore  thus  made  exiles,  were  the  very  men  who, 
in  the  rebellion  of  Culpepper,  had  been  the  supporters  of  the  pro- 
prietors' honor  and  rights ;  and  these  were  the  \xw<^  friends  whom 
their  lordships  had  sacrificed  in  the  futile  and  cowardly  attempt 
to  conciliate  and  gratify  a  set  of  vulgar  and  ignorant  insurgents 
and  anarchists,  incapable  of  appreciating  a  pitying  and  generous 
forbearance ;  acting  under  the  guidance  of  unscnipulous,  artful, 

)  Gov.  Swuiirit  list  of  governors,  2  Kev.  Stat,  of  ISdT,  p.  5S4.  *  Chulmem,  589. 


486  HISTORY  OF  NOBTH  OASOLIKA. 

and  better-informed  leaders,  whose  most  appropriate  elevation 
would  have  been,  not  to  the  honors  of  legitimate  office,  but  to  the 
topmost  heights  of  the  gallows-tree.  Had  Gillam,  Culpepper,  and 
Crawford  been  hanged  in  the  beginning,  and  Durant  lined  to 
the  extent  of  half  his  property,  the  rebellion  would  have  died 
instantly. 

It  was  not  until  1683  that  Sothel,  liberated  from  the  piratical 
society  of  Barbary,  which  he  was  so  well  qualified  to  adorn,  landed 
in  Carolina,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  as  governor.  Where  this 
worthy  was  born,  or  in  what  paternity  he  boasted,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  discover.  His  principles  would  not  have  disgraced 
an  education  in  a  college  of  thieves,  and  his  morals  illustrated  the 
purity  of  a  gambling-house.  He  had  purchased  tlie  right  of  Clar- 
endon as  a  proprietor,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  be  placed  offi- 
cially in  a  position  to  plunder ;  and  it  was  not  long  ere  he  exhib- 
ited evidence  that  he  was  capable  of  almost  any  crime,  and  equally 
an  adept  in  all.  He  found  some  of  the  inhabitants  prosecuting  a 
profitable  trade  with  the  natives  :  he  soon  put  an  end  to  that,  and 
monopolized  the  Indian  traffic  for  himself.  He  found  a  want  of 
circulating  medium  in  the  province,  and  caused  a  statute  to  be 
passed  directly  contrary  to  the  law  of  England  and  his  own  in- 
structions, "  raising  the  value  of  foreign  coin,"  and  suspending  the 
prosecution  of  all  foreign  debts.  This  the  proprietors  indignantly 
rejected  as  soon  as  they  saw  it.  Two  vessels  arrived  in  Albemarle 
from  Barbadoes  ;  their  clearances  and  ship's  papers  were  all  regu- 
lar and  lawful :  he  seized  their  commanders,  under  the  pretence 
that  they  were  pirates,  and  tlirew  them  into  prison,  without  pre- 
tending to  bring  them  to  trial,  where  one  of  them  died  from  hard 
usage  and  distress  of  mind.  The  dying  captain  made  a  will,  and 
left  Colonel  Pollock  his  executor,  in  the  hope  that  he  would  be 
able  to  save  something  from  the  wreck  of  his  property,  that  it 
might  benefit  his  family.  Sothel  never  would  admit  the  will  to 
probate,  though  often  presented  by  the  executor  for  that  purpose  ; 
nor  would  he  permit  an  entry  even  to  be  made  on  the  record,  that 
Colonel  Pollock  had  presented  the  will  and  demanded  to  have 
it  proved  and  recorded.  He  took  into  his  own  hands  all  the  effects 
of  his  murdered  victim,  and  applied  them  to  his  own  use.  When 
Colonel  Pollock  announced  publicly,  as  the  law  of  the  colony  re- 
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quired,  that  he  was  about  to  depart  for  England,  to  lay  before  the 
proprietors  proofs  of  the  governor's  iniquity,  Sothcl  threw  him 
into  prison,  without  any  charge  having  been  made  against  him,  on 
the  charge  of  his  own  mittimus  solely,  of  which  he  would  not  per- 
mit his  prisoner  tc»  have  either  sight  or  copy.  But  unlawful  im- 
prisonment was  his  common  mode  of  punishment  toward  any  col- 
onist whom  he  disliked  or  feared.  He  sent  to  jail  a  colonist  named 
Cannon,  who  in  some  mode  had  displeased  him.  Our  old  Quaker 
friend,  George  Durant,  who  countenanced  Culpepper's  rebellion, 
now  reaped  some  of  its  fruits.  He  took  the  liberty  of  expressing  his 
opinion  concerning  Sothel's  lawless  and  tyrannical  conduct ;  or, 
if  he  did  not,  Sothel  pretended  he  did,  and  forthwith  Durant  was 
in  prison.  "While  there,  the  governor  extorted  from  him  a  bond 
for  money  under  duress ;  and  afterward,  under  pretence  of  the 
bond,  without  even  the  formal itj^  of  suit,  trial,  and  judgment, 
seized  upon  every  particle  of  Durant's  estate,  and  used  it  as  his 
own.  As  a  thief,  he  was  not  at  all  fastidious  in  the  selection  of 
objects  for  the  exex'cise  of  his  larcenous  propensities.  From  one 
man  (Stewart)  he  stole  a  negro  and  seven  pewter  dishes ;  from 
George  Matthews  he  stole  cattle,  and  refused  to  restore  them, 
though  commanded  so  to  do  by  an  order  of  couii;.  And  as  to 
plantations,  he  would  soon,  if  unchecked,  have  had  half  the  cleared 
land  in  the  province  in  his  possession.  He  stole  from  Tomlin  ;  he 
stole  from  Harris ;  he  stole  from  Mowberry ;  in  short,  he  stole 
wherever  and  whenever  he  could  :  stealing  was  his  normal  state 
of  moral  being,  and  honesty  was  to  him  the  abnormal  exception. 
"  Eveiy  restraint  of  common  justice  and  equity"  (says  He  wit)  '^  was 
trampled  upon  by  him ;  and  oppression,  such  as  usually  attends 
the  exaltation  of  vulgar  and  ambitious  scramblers  for  power,  ex- 
tended her  rod  of  iron  over  the  distracted  colony."  His  sympathy 
with  villains  was  in  harmonious  keeping  with  his  selfish  rapacity. 
II'  charges  were  made  against  any  one  for  treason  or  felony,  the 
a(;cu8ed  well  knew  he  had  little  to  fear,  provided  he  had  money 
wherewith  to  bribe  the  governor.  For  a  consideration,  he  always 
prevented  a  prosecution.  The  old  adage  significantly  asks,  "  What 
must  be  the  worshippei's  where  a  monkey  is  the  god?"  And  to 
tliis  we  may  add,  "  What  must  be  the  governed,  where  a  tiger  ia 
the  ruler  ?" 
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If  ever  there  lived  a  man  whose  conduct  impressed  a  belief  that 
he  was  utterly  dead  to  all  the  gentler  and  softer  emotions  of  hn- 
man  nature,  surely  it  was  this  governor  of  Carolina;  and  yet  he 
wooed  and  won  a  wife,  and  so  we  must  suppose  that  he  professed 
at  least  to  be  capable  of  the  tender  and  ennobling  feelings  of  vir- 
tuous love.  Perhaps  he  "  wooed  her  as  the  lion  woos  his  bride ;" 
but  we  think  his  nature  was  too  base,  his  moral  sense  too  dead,  to 
feel  the  lion's  boldness.  lie  had  not  self-respect  and  moral  prin- 
ciple enough  to  be  other  than  a  coward,  though  he  may  have  been 
aleo  (for  the  traits  are  not  inconsistent)  a  blustering  bully  where  he 
dared.  He  may  have  possessed  an  unreasoning  bravery^  the  fury 
of  cowardice,  and  so  does  an  angry  brute ;  but  the  calm  emirate 
which,  in  the  hour  of  peril,  calls  into  prompt  exercise  the  mind  of 
man,  and  enables  him  to  look  with  stern  and  unflinching  compo- 
sure into  the  very  face  of  the  threatening  danger,  did  not  belong 
to  Seth  Sothel.  Subsequent  events  proved  him  to  be  an  arrant 
craven. 

Tlie  lady  whom  he  persuaded  to  become  his  wife  was  Anna 
Willis,  the  daughter  of  Belshazzar  "Willis,  of  Ipswich,  in  Massa- 
chusetts. She  had  been  twice  married  before  she  became  Sothel's 
wife,  and  surviving  him,  was  married  a  fourth  time  to  Colonel 
John  Lear  of  Virginia,  who  outlived  her.^ 

For  five  long  years,  from  1683  to  1688,  did  Sothel  exercise  his 
arbitrary  rule.  He  had  been  directed  by  his  instructions  to  expel 
from  the  council  the  president  who  had  given  countenance  to  Cul- 
pepper ;  to  establish  a  special  court,  to  be  composed  of  the  most 
respectable  and  impartial  inhabitants,  for  the  determination  of  the 
wrongs  that  had  been  done  to  individuals  during  the  late  disor- 
ders ;  and  to  assist  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  collecting  the 
king's  revenue,  and  in  enforcing  the  navigation  laws.  He  obeyed 
not  one  of  these  instructions.  Chalmers  informs  us  that  "  bribery, 
extortion,  injustice,  rapacity,  with  breach  of  trust  and  disobedience 
of  ordere,  are  the  crimes  of  which  he  was  accused  during  the  five 
years  that  he  misruled  a  miserable  colony." 

The  patience  of  the  colonists  was  at  last  exhausted.    Their  own 

>  For  thene  portionlarM  of  tho  conduct  of  Sothel,  we  are  indebted  to  a  letter  of  the  lords 
{MToprietors  to  him,  publ'iHhed  by  Biver»,  Appendix,  p.  480,  and  to  original  docnuients  in 
tJws  4?ffice  of  the  Stuio  department. 
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insurrectionary  spirit  had  before  deposed  Miller  and  elevated  Cnl- 
pepper.  The  possessors  of  usurped  authority  had  anticipated  de- 
served punishment  by  a  forced  submission  to  the  proprietors ;  and 
the  consequence  was  the  tyranny  of  Sothel,  a  lawful  governor. 
Between  the  two  dynasties,  the  poor  provincials  seemed  destined 
to  be  ground  to  powder,  as  between  the  upper  and  nether  mill- 
stone. They  thought  it  was  as  well  to  die  for  treason  as  to  be 
slaughtered  by  tyranny ;  and  though  experience  had  taught  them 
that  rebellions  were  but  uncertain  remedies  for  social  and  political 
evils,  they  took  counsel  from  their  despair,  and  resolved,  not,  as 
before,  to  overturn  the  government  and  usni*p  its  authority,  but  at 
least  to  deliver  tliemselves  from  the  oppressions  of  an  individual. 
In  1688,  they  seized  the  person  of  Sothel  preparatory  to  sending 
him  to  England  to  be  tried  for  his  almost  numberless  villainies. 

And  then  stood  prominently  out  the  coward  soul  of  this  misera- 
ble reptile.  He  found  himself  in  the  hands  of  men  made  resolute 
by  his  oppressions.  lie  had  shown  them  no  kindnesses,  for  he 
had  wronged  them  all.  He  knew  that  if  ever  he  reached  Eng- 
land, scores  of  willing  witnesses,  exasperated  to  just  resentment  by 
lawless  injuries  they  had  received,  would  bo  there  to  meet  him, 
and  an  alarming  vision  of  the  gibbet  and  the  prison  loomed  up 
before  hi;n.  As  cowardly  as  he  had  been  cruel,  he  prayed  that  he 
might  not  be  sent  to  England ;  he  turned  with  tears  and  entreaties 
to  tliese  very  men  whom  he  had  foully  wronged,  and  with  abject 
cringing  supplicated  their  forbearance  and  mercy.  He  begged 
that  his  conduct  might  be  judged  of  by  tlie  next  Assembly  of  the 
province,  before  whom  his  misdoings  should  be  laid ;  and  lie,  the 
goveimor^  thankfully  agreed  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  that  body 
over  whose  acts  of  legislation  he  had  a  lawful  veto.  He  humilia- 
ted himself  into  a  glad  consent  to  be  tried  by  his  inferiors,  who 
had  no  jurisdiction  over  him,  rather  than  meet  the  indignation  of 
the  proprietors  to  whom  he  was  properly  answerable,  or  encounter 
the  sternness  of  English  law  before  an  English  tribunal. 

The  generosity  of  the  injured  extended  forbearance  to  the  abject 
wretch :  they  consented  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Assembly.  That 
body  *'  gave  judgment  against  him  in  all  the  above-mentioned  par- 
ticulai's"  [those  which  we  have  enumerated],  "and  compelled  him 
to  abjure  the  country  for  twelve  months,  and  the  government  for- 
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ever."  *  When  Uie  proprietors  were  infoiTned  of  these  proceed- 
ings— tliough  it  is  liard  to  believe  that  tlie  practices  of  Sothel  for 
five  years  could  have  been  unknown  to  them — ^they  stood,  forsooth, 
upon  their  dignity,  and  could  not  entirely  approve  the  conduct  of 
the  people  because  it  was  "  prejudicial  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  and  to  their  horuyrP  It  would  be  diflScult  to  say  what  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown  was  here  invaded.  The  only  regal  interest 
in  the  colony  was  in  the  customs,  and  Sothel  was  not  the  collector 
of  the  revenue,  nor  had  he  any  office  under  the  king ;  and  as  to 
the  "  honor"  of  their  lordships,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  had 
been  better  protected,  had  they  protected  their  poor  subjects  (for 
they  were  the  sovereigns)  from  the  five  years'  tyranny  of  an  im- 
principled  villain  whom  they  had  sent  there,  and  who  derived  his 
power  to  oppress  solely  from  his  position  as  their  representative, 
and  as  one  of  their  corporate  body. 

We  may  as  well  follow  the  miserable  creature  to  the  close  of 
his  infamous  career.  Driven  out  of  the  Albemarle  settlement,  he 
made  his  way  to  the  southern  colony  of  the  province,  at  Charles- 
ton, notwithstanding  he  had  been  recalled  by  the  proprietors  to 
answer  for  his  conduct.  The  time  of  his  arrival  at  Charleston 
chanced  to  be  a  period  of  great  political  ferment,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants were  divided  into  two  great  and  embittered  factions.  Sothel 
at  once  threw  himself  into  the  arms  of  one  of  these,  and  impu- 
deutly  claiming  a  right  to  rule  by  virtue  of  his  authority  as  vl  pro- 
prietor^ seized  the  reins  of  government,  and  in  1690,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  governor  and  council,  claimed  to  be  governor  himself. 
He  called  a  parliament  composed  of  his  own  creatures,  and  began 
his  old  work  of  fines,  imprisonments,  removals  from  office,  and  ban- 
ishment. The  proprietaries  heard  of  his  doings,  though  we  hardly 
can  agree  with  Chalmers  that  the  news  created  "  astonishment," 
unless  it  were  produced  by  his  consummate  impudence  ;  for  they 
knew  the  man  too  well  to  be  surprised  at  his  villainies.  They 
recalled  him  again,  and  threatened  that  if  he  refused  to  obey,  tliey 
would  procure  from  the  king  an  order  "  to  compel  his  appearance 
in  England."  Whether  he  went  to  England  we  cannot  say  ;  but, 
after  two  years  of  his  oppression  and  tyranny,  the  Assembly  of 

>  Chalmera^  AqdaIs,  p.  580. 
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South  Carolina,  like  their  brethren  of  Albemarle,  compelled  liim 
to  renounce  the  government  and  abjure  the  country.  Tliis  was  in 
1692,  and  when  next  we  see  him  it  is  in  North  Carolina,  but  as  a 
private  man.  His  end  was  now  drawing  nigh.  A  copy  of  his 
will,  now  before  us,  bearing  date  in  January,  1689-90,  appears  to 
have  been  admitted  to  probate  on  the  5th  of  February,  1693-4 ; 
and  the  records  of  the  general  court  of  Albemarle  would  seem  to 
show  that  he  may  have  been  buried  in  Virginia,  where  perhaps  he 
died.  Williamson  (truly,  we  think)  says  he  died  in  North  Carolina. 
Tlie  subject  of  the  suit  on  the  records  is  liis  tombstone,  which  no 
one  would  pay  for  after  it  arrived  from  England.*  His  life  of  tur- 
bulent wickedness  was  over ;  no  one  seems  to  have  cared  for  his 
memory ;  no  monument  could  do  honor  to  his  gi*ave.  Of  the  ad- 
ministration of  Sothel  we  at  present  have  no  records.  Wo  know 
not  what  he  did.  The  only  law  in  the  enactment  of  which  we 
know  him  to  have  been  instrumental,  was  the  dishonest  one  tliat 
prevented  the  recovery  of  just  debts;  and  we  may  fairly  presume, 
that  despising  all  legitimate  authority,  his  capricious  tyranny  car- 
ried out  the  suggestions  of  his  unprincipled  roguery,  and  that  he 
recognized  no  law  but  his  own  w^ill.  We  know  also  that  it  was  dur- 
ing his  administration  that  the  three  precincts  north  of  Albemarle, 
known  up  to  this  time  by  the  titles  or  names  of  some  of  the  lords 
proprietore,  now  were  called  by  their  former  Indian  names,  and 
increased  to  four.  The  most  eastern  had  been  called  Carteret,  the 
middle  one  Berkeley,  and  the  western  Shaftesbury.  Carteret  be- 
came Currituck  and  part  of  Pasquotank,  Berkeley  the  residue  of 
Pasquotank  and  Perquimons,  and  Shaftesbury  was  changed  to 
Chowan. 

We  now  return  to  the  thread  of  our  story,  resuming  it  from  tlie 
period  when  Sothel  was  expelled  from  Albemarle,  in  1688.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  it  was  just  at  this  time  England  was  in 
a  state  of  great  disquietude :  James  II.  abdicated  the  throne,  and 
William  of  Orange  was  made  the  king  of  England  by  act  of  par- 
liament. Amid  such  disquietudes,  the  proprietors,  more  inter- 
ested in  affairs  at  home,  probably  troubled  themselves  but  little 
with  the  condition  of  things  in  the  obscure  and  poor  province  of 

»  RecorcU  of  General  Court  of  Albemarle,  1697. 
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Carolina.  Who  ruled  in  Albemarle  from  the  time  of  Sotliel's  ex- 
pulsion until  the  appointment  of  another  governor,  in  1689,  we 
cannot  say ;  the  presumption  is,  that  the  president  of  the  council 
performed  the  duties  of  the  chief  magistracy.  In  1689,  William 
and  Mary  were  proclaimed  in  Carolina,  by  order  of  the  proprie- 
tors. The  occasion  was  one  of  indifference  to  the  inhabitants. 
They  had  lived  for  so  long  a  time  without  troubling  themselves  to 
recognize  the  sovereignty  of  England,  that  to  them  it  mattered  not 
who  sat  on  the  throne ;  they  cared  as  little  for  the  house  of  Nas- 
sau as  for  that  of  Stuart,  §nd  the  common  people  probably  knew 
nothing  of  either.  The  case  might  have  been  otherwise,  had 
William,  on  his  accession,  pursued  the  advice  of  his  counsellors, 
to  bring  the  proprietary  colonies  of  America  "under  a  nearer 
dependence  on  the  crown,  as  his  majesty's  revenue  in  the  planta- 
tions is  very  much  concerned  herein."^  He  hesitated,  however, 
to  touch  the  charter  of  Carolina,  because  those  to  whom  it  be- 
longed were  too  powerful  in  rank,  wealth,  and  family  influence, 
to  risk  their  alienation  from  a  throne  the  foundations  of  which 
were  felt  as  yet  to  be  insecure.  During  the  same  year  (1689), 
Philip  Ludwell,  of  Virginia,  was  sent  by  the  proprietors,  as  gov- 
ernor, to  the  northern  part  of  Carolina. 

This  gentleman  had  been  collector  of  the  customs  in  Virginia, 
and  made  himself  conspicuous  in  the  rebellion  of  Bacon  as  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  unyielding  of  the  adherents  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Berkeley.  His  present  appointment  was  probably  tTie  re- 
ward of  his  loyalty  on  that  occasion.  Before  his  elevation  to  this 
oflSice  he  had  become  the  third  husband  of  Lady  Frances,  the 
widow  of  Sir  William  Berkeley.  As  already  stated,  she  had  pre- 
viously been  the  wife  of  Stephens,  a  former  governor  of  Albe- 
marle ;  and  therefore,  in  the  particular  of  former  experience  (for 
all  her  husbands  were  governors),  as  well  as  from  familiarity  with 
the  country,  inhabitants,  and  customs,  both  in  Virginia  and  Caro- 
lina, was  not  unfitted  to  be  the  first  lady  in  rank  in  the  province. 
Ludwell  remained  goveraor  of  the  northern  part  of  Carolina  for 
four  years,  after  which,  in  1693,  he  was  transferred  by  the  lords 
proprietor  to  the  southern  settlement  of  the  province,  and  took 

>  Report  ot'Cominitteo  ou  Colonies,  May,  1689. 
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command  as  governor  of  all  Carolina,  North  and  South.  From 
this  period  up  to  the  year  1712  (nineteen  years),  a  change  seems 
to  have  prevailed  in  the  system  of  polity  pursued  by  the  proprie- 
tors. Instead  of  appointing,  as  before,  a  governor  for  each  colony 
in  tlie  province,  they  now  appointed  but  one  for  all  Carolina, 
whose  residence  was  at  Charleston ;  and  the  northern  part  of  the 
province,  commonly  known  by  the  general  name  of  Albemarle, 
was  governed  either  by  deputies  designated  by  the  governor  re- 
siding at  Charleston,  or  by  a  president  of  the  council,  appointed 
by  the  lords  proprietors.  Each  colony,  however,  had  its  own 
legislative  body ;  and,  save  in  the  particular  just  named  of  the 
appointment  of  a  deputy  by  the  governor-general,  the  two  govern- 
ments of  North  and  South  Carolina  were  as  entirely  distinct  and 
independent  of  each  other  as  they  are  at  this  day,  Tlie  boundaiy 
between  them  was  the  Santee  River,  and  a  wilderness  of  unten- 
anted forest  enforced  their  separation.* 

Why  this  change  was  made  we  do  not  certainly  know ;  it  is 
easy,  however,  to  conjecture,  as  a  probable  cause,  the  frequent 
disappointments  already  experienced  by  the  proprietors  in  the 
governors  whom  they  had  sent.  Perhaps  they  thought  that  the 
choice  of  the  governor-general  (whose  appointments  would  almost 
invariably  be  made  of  persons  of  standing  residing  in  Albemarle) 
would  be  more  judicious  than  any  selection  they  could  make 
among  tlie  needy  adventurers  in  England,  whose  applications 
were  sure  to  be  urged  by  families  of  rank  and  station  which  they 
were  likely  to  disgrace  at  home,  and  to  which  as  scions  they  be- 
longed. It  may  be,  too,  that  in  the  first  instance  the  proprietors 
adopted  the  system  from  personal  considerations.  Ludwell  was 
loyal,  and  knew  the  people  of  Virginia  and  Carolina  well;  he  was 
born  in  the  one  province  and  ruled  in  the  other.  He  therefore 
could  judge  better  than  their  lordships  who  would  make  a  good 
ruler  of  northern  Carolina,  a  part  of  the  world  which  to  them  had 
proved  an  enigma, — ^now  under  a  usurper,  and  now  under  a  law- 
ful governor  ;  now  overturning  the  government  entirely,  and  now 
merely  dethroning  the  governor;  now  furnishing  a  messenger 
who  complained  of  the  rulere,  and  anon,  by  the  same  messenger, 

>  See  Governor  Swain^s  acooont,  2  Revised  SUtntes  of  N.  C,  p.  525. 
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complaining  of  the  people  who  would  not  be  ruled.  Tlie  fact  is, 
that  from  the  horn-  they  indulged  in  the  childlike  play  of  m«king 
landgraves  and  caciques,  North  Carolina  became  a  ceaseless  source 
of  annoyance,  expense,  and  vexation.  It  yielded  its  owners  noth- 
ing, and  tried  their  tempers  sorely.  Tliey  were  glad,  therefore,  to 
turn  it  over  to  Ludwell,  and,  if  they  could,  to  forget  its  existence. 
Of  the  events  in  Lud  well's  administration  as  governor  of  Albe- 
marle, we  know  nothing  particularly.  The  confusion  of  affairs 
consequent  on  Sothel's  tyranny,  and  the  unrecognized  government 
which  succeeded  it  (for  the  people  really  knew  not  who  were  their 
lawful  rulers),  occasioned  at  iii*st  some  indisposition  to  receive 
Ludwell  as  governor  when  he  arrived  in  the  province.  Those 
interested  in  the  continuance  of  anarchy  questioned  hie  commis- 
sion ;  and  the  long  continuance  of  disorder  had  so  far  brought  the 
authority  of  the  proprietors  into  contempt,  that  it  was  easy  to  per- 
suade the  ignorant  it  had  passed  out  of  existence.^  Fortunately, 
however,  Ludwell  understood  the  character  and  prejudices  of  the 
people  thoroughly,  and  as  he  was  possessed  of  good  sense  and 
proper  feeling,  he  had  address  enough,  by  harmlessly  humoring 
their  prejudices,  gradually  to  restore  a  state  of  comparative  peace, 
without  the  surrender  of  any  important  principle.  As  we  hear  of 
no  complaints,  either  from  proprietors  or  people,  during  his  four 
years'  nile,  we  may  fairly  infer  that  he  governed  well  and  wisely. 
Tlio  experiment  of  the  proprietors  therefore  confirmed  a  truth 
which,  indeed,  was  too  transparent  to  require  experiment:  that  a 
government  is  apt  to  be  best  administered  when  both  governor 
and  governed  have  long  known  each  other  in  different  relations 
from  those  of  ruler  and  ruled.  Strangere  to  a  people  rarely  learn 
to  undei'stand  them  soon  enough  to  govern  them  well.  Before  the 
lesson  is  acquired,  they  are  apt,  in  their  ignorance,  to  give  offence, 
which  ripens  into  dislike  and  opposition  that  speedily  degenerate 
into  faction,  and  interrupt  hai^mony.  It  may  be,  indeed,  that 
even  under  a  native  governor,  faction  may  arise  and  peace  be  de- 
stroyed, for  the  turbulent  and  ambitious  never  die  out;  and  he 
was  a  wise  and  observant  man  who  commeticed  a  very  wise  book 
with  the  words :  *'  He  who  goeth  about  to  persuade  a  multitude 

>  1  Cl»almcr»'  UUi.  of  Uic  Revolt,  «fcc.,  vol.  i.  p.  264. 
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that  they  are  not  so  well  governed  as  they  ought  to  be,  shall  never 
want  attentive  and  favorable  hearers."  ^  But  peace  is  most  likely 
to  be  promoted  where  ruler  and  niled  have  long  known  each 
other ;  still  more  where  the  ruler  is  taken  from  among  the  ruled, 
and  he  who  is  the  subject  of  to-day  may  be  the  executive  authority 
of  to-morrow. 

When  Lndwell  was  transferred,  in  1693,  to  South  Carolina, 
Alexander  Lillington,  who  had  lived  for  years  in  Albemarle,  was 
appointed  the  first  deputy-governor  for  that  region.  The  admin- 
istration of  Lillington,  so  far  as  we  can  discover,  was  one  in  which 
the  internal  quiet  of  the  province  was  undisturbed ;  but  the  feel- 
ing of  disaffection  to  the  proprietors  was  increased.  Their  lord- 
ships gave  very  positive  and  strict  instructions  for  the  enforcement 
of  "  the  acts  of  navigation,  to  prevent  the  king  from  being  de- 
frauded of  his  customs."*  They  ordered  rigorous  prosecution  in 
all  cases  of  violation  of  the  law ;  but  prosecution  invariably  failed, 
when  the  spirit  of  the  whole  community  was  opposed  to  the  law. 
We  cannot  now  call  to  mind  a  single  instance  in  which  the  crown 
obtained  a  verdict  on  a  prosecution  for  breach  of  the  navigation 
acts ;  and  yet  the  fact  was  notorious  enough  that  such  breaches 
were  constantly  committed.  The  case  was  the  same  in  all  the 
colonies,  so  that  complaint  was  made  to  the  ministry,  from  the 
authorities  of  every  plantation  in  America,  "  of  encouragement  to 
illicit  ti'ade,  of  opposition  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue  and  tlie 
admiralty."* 

Lillington's  administration  appears  also  to  have  been  marked 
by  another  event,  which  Chalmers  (who,  in  this  particular,  is  fol- 
lowed by  Martin  and  Bancroft)  informs  us  took  place  in  April, 
1693.  He  quotes  from  the  Carolina  records  of  that  date,  an  ex- 
tract from  the  minutes  of  the  lords  proprietors,  embodying  a  reso- 
lution which  was  transmitted  to  Carolina,  in  these  words :  "  That, 
as  the  people  have  declared  they  would  rather  be  governed  by 
the  powers  granted  by  the  charter,  without  regard  to  the  funda- 
mental constitutions,  it  will  be  for  their  quiet,  and  the  protection 
of  the  well-disposed,  to  grant  their  request."*    Tliere  can  be  no 


-  Hooker's  Fx'deHia."-tical  Polity,  book  i.  >  Ibid. 
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doubt  of  ihefact  that  the  proprietors  annulled  the  "constitutions," 
and  probably  at  the  time  named  by  Chalmers,  who  wrote  with 
the  original  records  before  him.  But  there  is  some  seeming  per- 
plexity in  dates,  which  requires  a  word  in  explanation.  The  pro- 
prietors, it  will  be  remembered,  made  no  less  than  five  sets  of 
"fundamental  constitutions."  The  first  was  dated  July  21,  1669, 
as  Rivers  has  shown  ;*  the  last  set  was  submitted  to  the  commons, 
in  the  Assembly  of  South  Carolina,  in  September,  1698.^  Why  it 
should  have  been  submitted  in  that  year^  when  the  whole  code 
had  been  annulled  in  1693,  will  be  seen  directly. 

As,  in  the  last  revisal,  the  constitutions  had  been  reduced  to 
forty-one  articles,  and  shorn  of  all  the  cumbrous  features  of  manors 
and  lectmen,  courts  and  dignitaries,  the  proprietors  supposed  that 
they  might  thus  both  save  tlieir  dignity,  and  still  dictate  a  form 
of  government  which  would  preserve  their  favorite  measure  of  an 
hereditary  aristocracy ;  for  landgraves  and  caciques  still  figured  in 
this  their  expiring  effort.  In  fact  it  was  thus  reduced  by  Gover- 
nor Archdale,  under  their  directions.  The  Assembly  of  South 
Carolina,  however,  by  a  deliberate,  formal  vote,  refused  to  accept 
it;  and  we  think  it  doubtful  whether  the  refractory  and  ever- 
turbulent  burgesses  of  Albemarle  even  had  it  under  consideration* 
Certain  it  is,  that  if  it  ever  came  before  them,  it  was  treated  with 
the  contempt  wherewith,  in  those  days,  they  were  wont  to  honor 
every  thing  that  emanated  from  the  lords  proprietors.  Tlie  con- 
temporaneous efforts  to  put  an  end  to  their  trade  with  the  Yankee 
skippers,  would  have  insured  their  opposition  to  any  known  wish 
of  their  lordships.  But,  be  the  circumstances  of  its  history  what 
they  may,  Xhafact  of  the  death  of  the  "  fundamental  constitutions" 
remains  to  prove  that  men  will  not  submit  to  be  governed  by  tlie 
untried  theories  of  an  abstract,  philosophical  attempt  at  legislation. 

Our  story  now  compels  us  briefly  to  notice  passing  events  at 
Charleston.  Ludwell  soon  found  himself  in  the  midst  of  political 
strife  in  the  southern  part  of  the  province,  and  after  a  year's  ex- 
perience, gladly  escaped  from  the  scene  of  contention,  to  seek 
repose  in  his  native  Virginia.  On  his  retirement,  Thomas  Smith 
was  appointed  to  succeed  him  as  governor-general  of  all  Carolina, 

»  Uiatory  of  South  Carolina,  p.  884,  «  Ibid.,  p.  186. 
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North  and  South.  This  seems,  however,  to  have  made  no  change 
of  rulers  in  Albemarle,  as  Lillington  appears  still  to  have  been 
deputy-governor.  The  representations  of  Smith  and  others  to  the 
proprietors,  forcibly  depicting  the  distractions  of  the  province, 
strife  at  Charleston,  and  lawlessness  at  Albemarle,  at  length  roused 
the  proprietors,  and  induced  them  to  call  a  full  meeting,  once 
more  to  consider  the  annoyance  of  that  perpetual  blister,  Carolina, 
and  devise  a  remedy.  Smith  had  advised  them  to  send  over  a 
proprietor  as  governor ;  and  with  the  complacency  of  feeling  cre- 
ated by  the  respect  which  the  common  people  of  England,  from 
education  and  habit,  paid  to  their  position  and  titled  rank,  they 
naturally  enough  supposed  that  if  one  of  their  own  body,  a  real 
"  living  lord,"  were  sent  over  to  govern,  an  ample  remedy  would 
be  provided  in  the  submissive  deference  which  would  be  rendered, 
of  course,  as  they  supposed,  to  one  not  made  of  common  clay,  but 
of  porcelain.  Accordingly,  they  unanimously  selected  the  young 
Lord  Ashley,  grandson  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  to  go  over  as 
governor-general.  Whether  he  had  wit  enough  to  see  the  fire  in 
which  he  was  invited  to  sacrifice  himself,  we  cannot  say ;  but,  at 
any  rate,  he  alleged  that  his  father's  business  required  his  presence 
in  England,  and  therefore  he  declined  the  equivocal  honor.  K  the 
youngest  nobleman  in  their  company  would  not  go,  it  required 
but  little  shrewdness  to  foresee  the  refusal  of  all  his  elders  of  rank; 
and  therefore,  passing,  ^>^  saltumy  from  the  nobility  to  the  com- 
monalty, they  substituted,  for  the  anticipated  reverence  due  from 
plebeians  to  a  titled  lord,  the  proverbial  acuteness  of  a  politic  and 
patient  Quaker,  clever  enough  to  understand  most  men,  and  too 
shrewdy  in  his  meekness,  to  be  cajoled  by  any.  They  elected 
John  Archdale,  who,  it  is  said,  had  become  a  proprietor  through 
a  purchase  by  his  father,  Thomas,  of  the  share  of  Lady  Frances 
Berkeley.    This  occurred  in  1694. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1695,  Archdale  reached  Charleston  with 
specific  instructions,  for  which  he  had  asked,  in  certain  particu- 
lars; and  with  large  discretionary  powers  in  all  other  matters. 
Among  his  other  instructions,  one  was  to  examine  the  "funda- 
mental constitutions,"  find  what  would  be  acceptable  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  propose  a  new  set  to  his  co-proprietors.  This  was  the  set 
of  1698,  consisting  of  forty-one  articles,  of  which  we  have  spokea 
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on  a  former  page.  Contemporaneous  with  Archdale^s  assuming 
the  government,  a  change  was  made  in  Albemarle,  and  Thomas 
Harvey  was  appointed  to  succeed  Lillington  as  deputy-governor. 
He  died  in  1699 ;  what  he  did  as  governor,  is  imknown. 

And  here  it  may  be  useful  to  anticipate  events  for  a  short  time, 
as  it  will  afford  the  reader  aid  as  a  guide  in  our  future  pages. 
The  next  deputy-governor  for  Albemarle  was  not  appointed  until 
1704 ;  and  in  that  long  interval,  all  that  we  can  find  in  our  rec- 
ords is,  that,  in  1699,  on  the  death  of  Harvey,  Henderson  Walker, 
tlie  president  of  the  council,  seems  to  have  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  chief  magistracy,  by  virtue  of  his  office  merely,  and  not  under 
any  appointment  as  deputy  by  the  governor-general  at  Charleston. 
In  the  interval  above  alluded  to.  South  Carolina  had  successively 
four  governors-general  resident  in  Charleston :  Archdale,  Blake, 
Moore,  and  Johnston.  Archdale,  ajs  we  have  seen,  appointed 
Harvey ;  Blake  and  Moore  made  no  appointments,  but  left  Al- 
bemarle under  the  government  of  Walker,  as  president  of  the 
council.  When  he  died,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1704,  Johnston,  the 
govenior-general,  who  had  been  ordered  by  the  proprietors  to 
place  a  deputy  in  Albemarle,  appointed  Robert  Daniel  to  that 
office.  Chalmers,  adverting  to  this  period  of  quasi  interregnum, 
remarks  of  North  Carolina,  that  "having  refused  to  join  in  legis- 
lation with  their  southern  neighbors"  [we  can  find  no  evidence  of 
a  proposal  for  such  joint  legislation],  "the  inhabitants  were  deliv- 
ered over  to  their  discontents ;  having  denied  submission  to  the 
deputy-governor  sent  them  from  Charleston"  [we  know  not  the 
proof  of  any  such  denial],  "  the  proprietaries  seem,  in  despair,  to 
have  relinquished  them  to  their  own  management,  in  1695,  with- 
out inquiring,  for  seven  years  after^  whether  tliey  prospered  or 
declined.  During  that  gloomy  period.  New  England  alone  culti- 
vated her  former  commercial  connection  with  them;  supplying 
their  inconsidemble  wants,  and  carrying  their  tobacco  and  their 
com,  without  restraint,  wheresoever  interest  directed  her  traders." ' 
We  now  return  from  our  digression,  to  resume  the  chronological 
narrative  of  events. 

Archdale  had  been  in  America  before  he  came  as  governor  in 
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1695.  According  to  one  authority,  in  1681  his  father  pxirchased 
of  Lady  Frances  Berkeley  her  share  as  a  proprietor,  and  this  event 
probably  first  sent  Archdale  to  Korth  Carolina,  not  long  after  his 
father's  purchase.  We  doubt,  however,  the  accuracy  of  this  state- 
ment as  to  the  purchase  by  Archdale's  father  of  Lady  Frances 
Berkeley's  share  in  1681.  Sir  William  Berkeley  did  not  die  until 
1682,  and  his  wife's  title  was  created  by  his  will.  After  she  mar- 
ried Ludwell,  he  and  she  conveyed  her  right,  in  1684,  to  Albe- 
marle, Craven,  Carteret,  and  Sir  Peter  Colleton,  four  of  the  then 
proprietors,  and  they  afterward  sold  to  John  Archdale  himself,  not 
to  his  father.  These  particulars  are  gathered  from  the  records  of 
judicial  proceedings,  of  which  an  account  will  be  found  on  a 
future  page.  That  he  was  iti  Albemarle  in  January,  1686,  we 
have  the  evidence  of  his  own  letter  to  Greorge  Fox  of  that  date.^ 
That  he  contemplated  the  permanent  settlement  of  a  portion  of 
his  family  in  North  Carolina,  and  that  one  of  his  daughters  did 
actually  settle  there,  as  the  wife  of  Emanuel  Low,  to  whom  she 
was  married  in  1668,  is  proved  by  existing  records,"  as  well  as 
by  the  fact  that  some  of  their  descendants  remain  among  us  to 
this  day.  The  visit  of  Archdale  in  1685-6,  was  that  of  a  private 
individual  looking  after  his  pecuniary  interests  in  North  Carolina, 
to  which  he  was  the  more  strongly  attracted  by  his  sympathy 
with  the  Quakers  of  that  region,  he  having  hhnself  become  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  "convinced,  and  separated 
frgm  his  father's  house,"  as  he  states,  by  the  preaching  of  Gteorge 
Fox.  At  the  period  of  this  his  first  visit,  Sothel  was  governor  of 
North  Carolina ;  and  from  Archdale's  letter  to  Fox,  cited  above, 
it  would  appear  that  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Sotliel  from 
the  province,  he  exercised  the  powei*s  of  governor ;  under  what 
authority,  however,  we  know  not,  unless  he  was  the  deputy  of 
some  one  of  the  proprietors,  and  filled  the  place  of  president  of 
the  council.  In  1707,  Archdale  published  in  England  a  descrip- 
tion of  Carolina,  and  gave  some  account  of  his  administration  as 
governor  there ;  but  it  relates  almost  exclusively  to  South  Caro- 
lina, and  does  not,  in  express  terms,  state  .that  he  visited  North 
Carolina  at  all.     He  did  visit  it,  however,  aa  his  first  landing  was^ 

>  Vide  ante,  p.  878. 
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in  July,  1695,  in  Virginia,  from  which  colony  he  went  into  North 
Carolina,  where  his  stay  was  but  short.  At  this  time  he  had  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren  residing  in  North  Carolina.  In  1696,  he 
returned  to  England,  leaving  Harvey  deputy-governor  of  Albe- 
marle. 

The  Quakers  of  North  Carolina  never  were  particularly  well 
affected  toward  the  government  of  the  lords  proprietors.  The 
peculiarities  of  their  religious  creed  and  usages  caused  them  to 
look  with  no  complacency  upon  a  government  which  upheld  the 
Church  of  England.  As  they  increased  in  numbers  they  became 
more  and  more  a  power  in  the  State ;  for  their  industry  and  thrift 
made  them  wealthy,  and  consequently  influential :  by  degrees 
they  gradually  were  put  into  office ;  and  although  much  too  cau- 
tious to  commit  themselves  by  patent  acts  of  hostility  to  the  gov- 
ernment, yet  they  never  failed  adroitly  to  avail  themselves  of 
every  opportunity  quietly  and  silently  to  throw  the  weight  of  their 
influence  as  a  body  against  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  proprie- 
tors. Thus,  when  Gillam  came  with  his  armed  vessel,  the  Quakers 
were  his  friends ;  and  George  Durant,  one  of  the  wealthiest  pro- 
vincials, countenanced  him  by  his  presence:  he  was  not  afraid, 
because  he  well  knew  the  rebellion  was  too  weU  planned  not  to  be 
successful ;  but  George  Durant  handled  no  weapons  himself.  So, 
too,  when  three  other  landholders  came  to  reserve  their  rights  of 
t-enure  under  the  "  Great  Deed  of  Grant"  from  the  proprietors,  we 
have  seen  the  lurking  disaffection,  and,  indeed,  almost  treasonable 
doubt  of  the  proprietors'  rights  of  property,  covertly  insinuated 
under  the  plea  of  a  tenderness  of  conscience,  too  scrupulously  de- 
vout to  admit  man's  title,  to  the  dishonor  of  God.  The  piety  of 
their  protest  had  been  less  equivocal,  had  they  not  so  palpably 
confounded  God's  honor  and  their  title-deeds,  as  meaning  the 
same  thing.  Archdale's  visit,  while  his  father  was  a  proprietor, 
his  subsequently  becoming  a  proprietor  himself,  and  finally  his 
attaining  to  the  dignity  of  governor-general,  unquestionably  gave 
greater  confidence  and  influence  to  the  whole  body  of  Quakers  in 
Albemarle.  They  felt  that  they  had  a  friend  in  the  council-board 
of  the  proprietors,  and  therefore  could  venture  further  than  be- 
fore. We  make  not  these  observations  from  a  desire  to  disparage 
our  first  settlers  who  belonged  to  the  Society  of  "Friends."    In 
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our  chapter  on  religion,  we  trust  we  have  freely  borne  witness  to 
the  good  that  was  surely  among  them ;  but  the  weaknesses  and 
imperfections  of  human  nature  must  fonn  part  of  any  true  historj- 
of  men,  in  society  ;  and  we  are  soon  to  come  upon  a  period  when, 
the  reader  will  clearly  perceive  the  pertinency  of  our  remarks  to 
the  elucidation  of  the  story  we  are  telling.  We  have  another  re- 
bellion yet  to  relate,  in  the  narrative  of  our  proprietary  annals ; 
and  if,  in  that,  Quakers  should  prove  to  be  secretly  active,  rather 
than  conspicuous,  it  is  not  our  fault ;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  tell  the 
plain  truth,  and  explain  the  motives  of  their  conduct. 

The  amval  of  Archdale  seems  to  have  given  no  little  satisfaction 
in  Albemarle^  and  known  as  he  was  personally  to  many  of  the  in- 
habitants, particularly  acceptable  to  his  own  people,  the  Quakers ; 
and  possessed  also  of  the  rights  of  a  proprietor,  he  was  invested 
with  an  importance  which  gave  him  unusual  influence  as  governor, 
and  enabled  him  to  do  much  good.  His  presence  and  counsels 
served  materially  to  allay  private  animosities,  and  the  long-dis- 
tracted province  seemingly  forgot,  for  a  time,  the  strife  of  civil 
discord.  Archdale  convened  a  legislature,  and,  by  his  wise  dis- 
cretion, settled  peaceably  many  points  which,  for  years,  had  been 
the  fruitful  source  of  quarrel.  Most  of  the  acts  related  to  the 
lands  occupied  by  the  colonists,  as  well  as  those  yet  unappropri- 
ated. The  price  and  forms  of  conveyance  were  settled,  a  remis- 
sion of  rent  in  arrear  was  granted ;  escheated  cleared  lands  were 
directed  to  be  let  or  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors,  and 
were  thus  brought  again  into  cultivation.  The  commodities  of  the 
country,  in  lieu  of  money,  were  allowed  to  be  received  for  the 
proprietors'  rents.  Clearing  water-courses  and  the  construction  of 
good  roads  were  also  directed,  to  facilitate  intercomnmnication  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  province ;  and  special  magistrates  were 
created  to  try  disputes  between  the  whites  and  natives.  These 
were  all  wise  and  good  enactments.  Archdale,  therefore,  used 
his  power  and  influence  beneficially,  and  there  dawned  upon  Albe- 
marle the  promise  of  a  peace  and  prosperity  to  which  it  had  long 
been  a  stranger. 

Of  the  administration  of  Thomas  Harvey,  but  little  is  known.  It 
is,  however,  to  be  presumed,  that  the  impulse  given  by  Archdale  to 
the  cause  of  order  and  advancement  continued,  long  enough  after 
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his  departure,  to  insure  to  Harvey  a  prosperous  administratioii  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1699. 

When  Harvey  died,  Henderson  Walker  was  president  of  the 
council,  and  by  virtue  of  his  oflSce  became  acting  governor. 
Where  this  gentleman  was  born,  we  have  not  been  able  to  dis- 
cover. He  was  by  profession  a  lawyer,  and  appears  to  have  come 
into  the  province  about  the  year  1682,  when  he  wai  twenty-two 
years  old.  In  1696,  the  records  of  the  court  show  that  he  fell  un- 
der the  displeasure  of  the  judges  for  some  act  of  contempt,  and  he 
was  prohibited  from  appearing  professionally  before  them.  He 
probably  purged  himself*  of  the  contempt  very  soon,  as,  in  October 
of  the  same  year,  he  was  sworn  in  as  attorney-general.  It  is  also 
said,  but  on  what  authority  we  know  not,  that  he  was  a  judge  of 
the  supreme  court.  If  there  be  evidence  of  this  fact  on  the  rec- 
ords, it  has  escaped  our  researches,  and  we  are  inclined  to  tliink 
that  it  was  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  one  of  the  council,  and  by  tliat 
only,  he  ever  sat  as  a  member  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal.  He 
married  the  daughter  of  Alexander  LUlington  (one  of  the  oldest 
names  in  the  province),  and  she  survived  Mr.  Walker  eight  years.* 
The  character  of  Hendei'son  Walker  deservedly  stood  high.  With- 
out much  brilliancy,  he  possessed  a  sound  rilind,  and  was  not 
imskilled  in  his  profession.  Naturally  amiable,  he  was  conscien- 
tiously religious,  and  few  of  tliose  occupying  elevated  position,  in 
his  day,  did  more  than  he  did  to  obtain  and  perpetuate  in  Albe- 
marle the  benefits  of  Christianity.  He  died  in  1704,  at  the  early 
age  of  forty-four,  and  the  monument  which  pei-petuates  his  mem- 
ory is  still  standing  within  a  few  miles  of  Edenton,  recording  the 
honorable  testimonial  that  during  the  time  he  ruled,  "  the  province 
enjoyed  that  tranquillity  which  it  is  wished  it  may  never  want."* 
It  was  during  the  administration  of  Walker  that  a  very  important 
change  was  made  in  tlie  judiciary.  Up  to  this  time,  the  general 
court,  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  province,  had  been  held  by  the 
acting  governor,  the  deputies  of  tlie  lords  proprietors,  and  two 
assistants.  In  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  judges  were  much  too 
numerous  (two  more  would  have  made  enough  for  ^jv/ry\  there 
was  the  greater  evil  arising  from  the  circumstance  that  there  was 
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never  any  security  to  the  people  that  a  majority  of  the  court  would 
know  any  thing  about  the  law,  for  they  were  not  trained  to  the 
profession.  The  deputies  of  the  lords  proprietors  were  indeed 
usually  men  of  wealth  and  influence  in  the  province,  but  generally 
they  were  not  lawyers ;  while  such  as  were,  commonly  appeared 
as  counsel  in  important  cases,  whether  they  originated  in  the  court 
or  came  before  it  on  appeal  or  by  writ  of  error.  In  such  cases, 
their  professional  knowledge  was  lost  to  the  bench.  To  remedy 
this  evil,  the  proprietors  (notwithstanding  Chalmers  says  they  took 
no  notice  of  Albemarle  for  seven  years)  appear  to  have  issued  a 
commission  appointing  five  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  two  of 
whom  were  named  of  the  gttorvm^  and  the  presence  of  one  of 
which  two  was  necessary  to  constitute  a  court.  This  alteration, 
we  think,  was  probably  suggested  by  Archdale,  and  no  doubt  was 
acceptable  to  every  lawyer  in  the  province ;  for  few  things  are 
more  annoying  to  professional  gentlemen,  who  understand  their 
business,  than  to  argue  points  of  pure  law  before  men,  however 
honest  and  respectable,  whose  acquaintance  with  jurisprudence 
exceeds  but  little  their  knowledge  of  Sanscrit.  An  ignorant  court 
falls  but  one  degree  behind  a  corrupt  one,  in  the  amount  of  injus- 
tice it  perpetrates.  The  only  diiference  is,  that  ignorance  designs 
no  wrong;  but  this  affords  very  little  consolation  to  an  injured 
suitor. 

Walker's  rule  was  exceedingly  mild  and  judicious,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  testimony  of  contemporaries,  and  the  favorable 
reports  he  left  behind  him.  Perhaps  one  reason  of  this  may  be 
found  in  the  circumstance,  alluded  to  by  Chalmers,  that  the  pro- 
prietors took  so  little  interest  in  Carolina  during  the  period  em- 
bracing the  time  of  Walker's  administration.  The  disgust  which 
produced  indifference  was  thus  a  blessing  to  the  province,  and 
much  is  it  to  be  lamented  that  they  did  not  hence  take  a  hint,  and 
make  discovery  of  the  undeniable  fact,  that  too  much  government 
is  almost  as  pernicious  as  too  little ;  and  that  their  province  of 
Albemarle  always  prospered  most  when  its  masters  let  it  alone. 

In  the  spring  of  1704:  Walker  died,  leaving  the  province  quiet ; 
and  then  came  an  illustration  of  our  last  remark,  in  the  interfere 
ence  of  the  proprietors.  Nathaniel  Johnston  was  tlien  governor- 
general  at  Charleston ;  and  their  lordships,  instead  of  permitting 
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Albemarle  .quietly  to  proceed  raider  the  government  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  council,  as  it  had  been  doing  since  1699,  resolved  that 
they  would  have  a  deputy-governor,  and  instructed  Johnston  to 
appoint  one. 

Accordingly,  he  appointed  Colonel  Robert  Daniel,  who  had  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  the  expedition  of  Governor  Moore,  John- 
ston's predecessor,  in  his  attack  upon  St.  Augustine.  Daniel,  aa 
far  as  we  can  discover,  was  comparatively  a  stranger  in  Albe- 
marle, his  residence  having  been  in  the  southern  colony  at  Charles- 
ton. This  was  an  unpropitious  circumstance  ;  but  this  was  nothing 
compared  with  the  evils  produced  by  his  instructions.  When 
Johnston  was  appointed  governor-general.  Lord  Granville  was 
palatine  of  Carolina ;  for  though  the  "  fundamental  constitutions" 
had  been  set  aside,  the  puerile  nonsense  of  palatines,  landgraves, 
and  caciques  was  adhered  to  with  ludicrous  pertinacity  by  the 
proprietors  as  long  as  they  were  owners  of  Carolina.  Now  it  so 
chanced  that  Granville,  whose  piety,  by  the  way,  has  never  caused 
his  biography  to  figure  in  any  "  Lives  of  the  Saints"  that  we  have 
seen,  was  a  very  bigoted  member  of  the  Church  of  England. 
The  Church  was  good  enough ;  the  bigotry  was  very  bad.  He 
insti'ucted  Johnston  to  cause  the  Church  of  England  to  be  made 
by  law  the  established  religion  of  Carolina ;  and  the  governor  (to 
remove  from  himself  the  suspicion  of  disaflFection  to  Queen  Anne 
and  her  government)  labored  most  assiduously  in  the  legislature 
of  the  southern  colony  to  accomplish  his  master's  orders.  It  was, 
however,  very  hard  work  in  which  he  was  engaged.  There  were 
Scotch  Presbyterians,  and  German  Lutherans,  and  French  Hu- 
guenots, and  Irish  Romanists,  and  English  Churchmen,  and  New 
England  Congregationalists,  and  American  Quakers,  all  to  be 
fused,  by  an  act  of  human  legislation,  into  one  harmonious  lump 
of  piety  and  orthodoxy.  The  palatine  forgot  that  human  legisla- 
tion can  regulate  human  actions  only:  it  has  no  power  over 
men's  hearts  and  consciences.  Conformity  of  outward  action  may, 
indeed,  be  produced  by  the  penalties  of  human  enactments ;  but 
everybody  knows  that  in  matters  of  religion  mere  action^  un- 
prompted by  the  heart  and  conscience,  is  but  theatrical  hypocrisy, 
a  sort  of  histrionic  impiety,  the  stipulated  price  paid  for  exemption 
from  persecution. 
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By  dint  of  political  trickery,  some  of  which,  it  is  intimated,  was 
suggested  by  Granville  himself,  Johnston  sncceeded  in  making 
the  Ohm*ch  of  England  the  established  religion  of  South  Oarolina.* 
The  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  it  would  seem,  were  not  at  the 
time  members  of  that  Church,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
legislative  action  was  the  result,  not  of  the  wishes  of  the  people, 
but  of  dexterous  management  by  their  rulers.  The  action,  how- 
ever, was  not  tamely  submitted  to.  An  agent  was  sent  to  England 
to  lay  the  remonstrances  of  the  people  before  the  lords  proprietors. 
Granville,  the  palatini,  of  course  received  him  coldly ;  but  the 
agent  at  last  was  able  to  have  the  story  of  grievances  presented 
to  the  House  of  Lords.  After  a  hearing  of  the  counsel  of  the  pro- 
prietors in  that  body,  the  condemnation  of  the  legislation  of  Caro- 
lina was  thorough.  The  resolutions  which  were  adopted,  declared 
that  the  laws  complained  of  were  founded  on  what  was  false  in 
point  of  fact ;  that  they  were  in  violation  of  the  charter,  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  of  England,  ruinous  to  trade,  an  encouragement 
to  irreligion,  and  fatal  to  the  increase  of  population  and  prosperity 
in  the  province.  And  all  tliis  we  think  was  true.  But  this  was 
not  all.  Their-  lordships  voted  an  address  to  the  queen  (Anne), 
beseeching  her  to  use  prompt  and  effective  means  to  deliver  Caro- 
lina from  the  "  arbitrary  oppression  under  which  it  lay,  and  to 
order  the  proprietors  of  it  to  be  prosecuted  according  to  law." 
The  lords  commissioners  of  ti'ade  and  plantations,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  that  the  facts  complained  of  by  the 
people  of  Carolina  were  trv^y  and  that  the  proprietors  had  for- 
feited their  charter  ;  consequently,  they  recommended  a  qiu)  war- 
To/nto,  The  law  officers  of  the  crown  were  directed  to  sue  out  the 
writ,  and  the  proceedings  were  not  followed  up  simply  because 
doubts  were  entertained  "whether  it  might  not  involve  an  in- 
fringement on  the  privileges  of  the  proprietors  as  peers  of  the 
realms  This  was  all  that  saved  the  charter ;  and,  independent  of 
the  merits  of  the  question,  Granville's  insolence  was  such  that  he^ 
at  least,  deserved  to  suffer  the  punishment  of  a  forfeiture.  When 
the  agent  of  Carolina,  Boone,  respectfully  asked  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  before  the  lords  proprietors,  the  inflated  palatine  replied: 

>  Bivera*  Eiirly  Hbt,  oh.  viii. 
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**  What  business  have  counsel. here?  It  is  a  prudential  act  in 
me,  and  I  will  do  as  I  see  fit  I  see  no  harm  at  all  in  this  bill, 
and  I  am  resolved  to  pass  it."  There  is  no  fool  like  a  conceited 
fool.  Men  who  understood  and  loved  the  Church  of  England 
quite  as  well  as  Granville  could,  and  whose  lives,  we  think, 
adorned  it  incomparably  more  than  his  did — the  bishops,  clergy, 
and  laity  of  the  venerable  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Paits — ^held  a  special  meeting,  and  resolved  that  while  the 
act  for  the  establishment  in  Carolina  was  in  force,  they  would 
send  no  more  missionaries  to  tlie  province.  Who  can  tell  the 
amount  of  mischief  that  one  proud  and  weak  man,  possessed  of 
power,  may  do  to  the  holy  cause  of  Christ  ? 

We  have  traced  this  incident  of  the  establishment  of  the  Church 
of  England  in  South  Carolina  to  its  consequences,  that  tlie  reader 
may  see  its  gross  impolicy  and  danger,  as  a  matter  of  State  merely, 
without  reference  to  other  objections ;  because  it  will  prepare  him 
to  appreciate  tiie  infiatuated  folly  of  her  English  masters,  which  so 
sadly  crippled  the  whole  province  of  Carolina,  in  the  fact  that 
when  Daniel  (who  was  a  great  Churchman)  was  sent  to  Albemarle 
to  succeed  Walker  in  1704,  most  prominent  in  his  instructions  was 
the  direction  that  he  should  kindle  the  torch  of  discord,  and  de- 
stroy, the  brief  repose  to  which  Walker  had  happily  brought  the 
province,  by  causing  the  legislature  of  Albemarle  to  establish,  by 
law,  the  Church  of  England  in  the  northern  part  of  Carolina. 

At  this  time  the  only  minister  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Al- 
bemarle, if  indeed  he  had  not  left  it,  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blair,  of 
whom  we  have  spoken  in  our  chapter  on  "  Religion  and  Leai-ning," 
as  having  been  sent  by  Lord  Weymouth.'  The  attempt  to  carry 
out  his  instructions  was  the  signal  for  combined  opposition  from 
the  great  body  of  the  people ;  but  Daniel,  by  his  address  and 
skilful  political  manipulation,  secured  its  passage.  Parishes  were 
established,  and  provision  made  for  erecting  churches,  purqliasing 
glebes,  and  maintaining  the  clergy,  as  w^e  have  related  in  a  former 
chapter.  But  all  this  established  the  Church  in  name  only.  The 
people  did  not  acquiesce  in  the  new  arrangement.  Religion  had 
probably  less  to  do  than  interest  had  with  their  opposition ;  for 

1  Vide  ante,  p.  8i2. 
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there  was,  alas  1  but  little  religion  in  the  province.  And  here  the 
Quakers,  who  ftiade  almost  the  entire  influential  population  of 
Pasquotank  and  Perquimons,  in  their  quiet  way,  unobserved,  but 
secretly  most  active,  took  the  lead.  The  broad-brim  and  the  drab- 
color  held  secret  conclave  with  the  wild,  mad  roysterer,  who 
eschewed  "  thee"  and  ''  thou,"  and,  in  his  wickedness,  was  wont 
to  talk  profanely  in  his  speech.  It  was  not  that  he  loved  Quaker- 
ism, but  that  he  hated  tithes. 

Sometimes,  indeed,  it  happened  that  a  "  Friend,"  forgetl'ul  for  a 
time  of  the  discreet  policy  of  his  sect,  permitted  his  resentful  feel- 
ings to  overcome  his  strict  self-discipline ;  and  then,  as  angry  na- 
ture ti'iumphed  over  the  spirit's  peaceful  teachings,  he  became 
little  better  than  one  of  the  wicked,  and,  after  the  manner  of 
worldlings,  was  ready  to  smite  even  with  carnal  weapons.  Our 
records  show  that  there  were  in  those  days  some  "  fighting  Qua- 
kers." 

There  was  something  very  revolting  to  decency,  in  the  pretend- 
ed zeal  for  religion  exhibited  by  Daniel,  if  we  may  believe  the 
story  we  have  of  some  of  his  conduct.  After  Governor  Craven 
had  reduced  the  Indians  in  South  Carolina,  business  called  him  to 
England,  and  Daniel  was,  for  the  time,  left  as  acting  governor. 
During  his  authority,  twelve  of  the  Cussoc  Indians  who  were  in 
Charleston  were  accused  of  having  assisted  the  Cherokees  in  the 
late  war  against  the  English.  Daniel  sent  for  them,  and  without 
investigation  put  them  in  irons  and  sent  them  on  board  a  vessel 
bound  for  Barbadoes.  The  captain  of  the  vessel  went  to  Daniel, 
and  begged  to  be  excused  from  taking  the  poor  creatures ;  repre- 
senting them  to  be  mostly  old  men,  who  moved  his  compassion, 
and  who,  if  sold  at  Barbadoes,  would  not  bring  money  enough 
even  to  pay  their  passage  to  tliat  island.  Daniel,  however,  insist- 
ed on  their  going,  and  when  the  captain  finally  refused  to  have 
any  thiRg  to  do  with  them,  Daniel  in  a  great  rage,  exclaimed, 
'^ril  send  themf^  and  calling  to  him  the  chief  of  a  neighboring 
friendly  tribe,  he  ordered  him  to  take  some  of  his  people,  and  to 
kill  those  twelve  Indians  on  board  the  vessel.  His  orders  were 
obeyed,  and  the  unhappy  wretches  had  the  tomahawk  buried  in 
their  skulls  as  they  sat,  unresistingly,  on  the  hatches  of  the  vessel, 
and  their  bodies  were  thrown  overboard  as  food  for  tlie  fishes. 
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"This  wa8  done"  (says  our  authority)  "in  an  English  town,  by 
command  of  an  English  governor :  no  one  who  lived  at  that  time 
in  South  Carolina  is  ignorant  of  this  fact."* 

When  the  southern  colony  resolved,  as  we  have  stated,  to  send 
an  Agent  to  England  to  complain  of  the  trickery  and  violence 
which  had  made  the  Church  of  England  the  established  religion, 
they  selected  an  influential  and  highly  respected  gentleman,  Mr. 
John  Ashe,  an  ancestor  of  the  old  and  well-known  patriotic  fam- 
ily of  that  name  in  New  Hanover.  Governor  Johnston,  however, 
was  vigilant  enough  to  prevent  Ashe  from  obtaining  a  passage  to 
England  from  Charleston,  and  he  was  obliged  to  travel  by  land  to 
Virginia,  where  he  found  the  means  of  embarking.  This  journey 
took  him  through  Albemarle,  where  he  was  heartily  greeted  by 
the  Quakers  with  the  most  cordial  sympathy.  Daniel,  their  gov- 
ernor, had  forced  upon  them  the  same  injury  of  which  Ashe  was 
going  home  to  complain,  and  they  at  once  made  common  cause 
with  him,  and  resolved  to  furnish  him  with  a  companion  who 
might  add  the  story  of  their  grievances  to  that  of  South  Carolina. 
They  accordingly  appointed  Edmund  Porter  to  go,  on  their  behalf, 
\<dth  Ashe.  Ashe  died  in  England,  and  Joseph  Boone  was  sent 
from  South  Carolina  to  succeed  him.  Porter  (who  was  a  Quaker) 
relied,  and  with  no  misplaced  confidence,  on  the  aid  and  support 
of  his  co-religionist,  Archdale,  one  of  the  proprietors.  Some  time 
atlter  the  Quakers  had  sent  Porter  to  complain  of  Daniel  (the  dep- 
uty-governor who  had  been  sent  by  Sir  Nathaniel  Johnston  to  Al- 
bemarle), through  the  help  of  proprietor  Archdale,  they  succeeded 
in  prevailing  on  their  lordships  to  order  Johnston  to  remove  him, 
and  appoint  another  governor.  This  order  was  obeyed,  and  in 
1706,  Thomas  Carey  was  nominated  to  succeed  him.  Carey  was, 
therefore,  the  lawful  governor  during  the  latter  part  of  Edmund 
Porter's  stay  in  England.  But  this  man  was,  at  first,  but  little, 
if  at  all,  more  acceptable  to  the  Quakers  than  his  predecessor; 
though  they  probably,  at  first,  anticipated  much  better  times  for 
themselves  under  his  rule. 

It  so  happened  that  in  the  first  year  of  Queen  Anne's  reign  an 
act  was  passed,  one  purpose  of  which,  undoubtedly,  was  to  check 

» Iinporuiiice  of  the  Am.  PlantutioDs,  pp.  87,  88  :   Loudon,  1781. 
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the  Quakers,  who  were  silently  strengthening  their  power  by  ob- 
taining appointments  to  office,  and  seats  in  the  legislature.  In 
fact,  they  were  fast  becoming  completely  dominant  in  the  province. 
This  act  was  entitled,  "An  act  to  declare  the  oaths  coming  in  place 
of  the  abrogated  oaths,"  &c. ;  and,  while  it  imposed  new  oaths,  it 
made  no  reservation,  founded  on  Quaker  scruples,  to  swear  at  all. 
It  reached  Carolina  a  short  time  before  Carey^s  appointment. 
When  he  came  into  power,  the  Quakers  immediately  renewed 
their  efforts  to  obtain  offices,  and  a  predominating  voice  in  legis- 
lation. Carey  tendered  to  them  the  oaths  which  were  made  pre- 
requisites :  these  of  course  they  Refused  to  take ;  and,  in  addition  to 
this,  Carey  had  an  act  passed  by  the  Carolina  legislature,  that  who- 
ever should  promote  his  own  election,  or  sit  and  act  officially  under 
any  election,  without  first  qualifying  himself  by  taking  the  pre- 
scribed oaths,  should  forfeit,  for  each  offence,  five  pounds.  This 
exasperated  the  Quakers  beyond  measure,  and  they  forthwith  dis- 
patched John  Porter  to  England,  with  their  new  grievances  and 
fresh  complaints  to  the  proprietors.    This  was  in  1706. 

John  Porter  proved  a  skilful  negotiator,  and  with  Archdale's 
help  obtained  an  entirely  new  commission,  by  which  the  power  of 
Johnston  as  governor-general  was  suspended,  Carey  was  removed, 
several  of  the  old  deputies  of  the  proprietors  were  superseded  by 
new  appointments,  and  power  was  given  the  deputies  (who,  it  will 
be  remembered,  constituted  the  council)  to  choose  a  president  for 
the  province  from  among  themselves.  Porter  and  several  other 
Quakers  were  among  the  newly  appointed  deputies.  With  these 
advantages  obtained.  Porter  hastened  back  to  his  constituents,  and 
reached  Albemarle  in  the  autumn  of  1707,  prepared  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  a  plentiful  harvest  of  confusion  and  trouble. 

When  he  made  known  his  success  and  produced  the  orders  of 
the  proprietors,  a  day  was  immediately  appointed  for  a  meeting 
of  the  old  officials  and  the  new,  when  the  governor  might  lay 
down  his  office,  the  superseded  deputies  retire  and  the  new  ones 
be  installed,  and  the  council  proceed  regularly  to  the  choice  of  a 
president.  But  Porter,  who  seems  to  have  been  bent  on  mischief 
or  the  gratification  of  revenge,  and  who  was  really  the  author  of 
most  of  the  confusion  and  disturbance  which  distracted  the  prov- 
ince, resolved,  with  the  violence  of  an  unscrupulous  partisan,  to 
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uphold  the  Quaker  influence  at  all  hazards.  Accordingly,  withont 
waiting  for  the  appointed  day  of  meeting,  he  called  together  the 
new  deputies,  who,  like  himself,  were  almost  all  Quakers,  and 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  president.  Their  choice  fell  on 
Mr.  William  Glover,  of  whose  character  we  have  spoken  in  our 
chapter  on  "Religion  and  Learning."  Qlover  was  a  Churchman. 
They  elected  him  from  policy,  probably,  and  doubtless  supposed 
they  could  use  him  for  party  purposes ;  bnt  he  proving  to  be  an 
honest  man,  who  felt  bound  by  his  oath  to  administer  die  law, 
was  obliged  to  do  as  Carey  had  done  in  requiring  conformity  to 
the  act  of  Anne  before  referred  *to.  Porter,  grievously  disap- 
pointed, in  revenge  assembled  a  meeting  of  both  old  and  new 
deputies — none  of  whom  had  lawful  power  to  act,  for  the  old  had 
been  superseded  and  the  new  were  unsworn — ^and  induced  them 
to  declare  that  Glover's  election  was  illegal,  and  therefore  a  nul- 
lity, though  he  himself  had  been  its  chief  promoter,  and  had 
effected  its  accomplishment.  The  president  (Glover),  and  Colonel 
Pollock,  one  of  the  old  council  and  not  superseded,  protested,  but 
in  vain,  against  the  whole  proceeding.  The  next  step  of  this 
Quaker  leader.  Porter,  was  to  become  the  sworn  friend  of  the 
late  deputy-governor,  Carey,  for  whose  removal  he  had  gone  to 
England,  and  whom  he  had  succeeded  in  displacing ;  and  he  had 
the  address  to  have  him  elected  president  by  the  very  same  men 
who  had  jjist  before  elected  Glover.  The  striking  feature  of  the 
transaction  is^  that  lie  pretended  to  do  all  this  by  virtue  of  the 
very  commission  which  expressly  removed  Carey  from  the  office 
in  whicli  heVas  thus  replaced.  The  province  was  thus  divided 
into  two  factions :  the  question  for  each  man  was,  "  Under  which 
king?"  Separate  commands  destroyed  all  intelligent  allegiance; 
the  several  partisans  were  arrayed  in  arms  against  each  other  in 
the  field  ;  skirmishes  took  place  ;  and,  on  the  testimony  of  an  eye 
witness,  human  life  was  sacrificed  in  the  strife.  And  all  this  was 
the  work  of  John  Porter,  the  "  Friend,"  whose  principles  bound 
him  to  a  course  the  most  pacific.  Alas !  how  little  angry  parti- 
sans are  masters  of  themselves !  *  And  what  made  the  conduct  of 
Porter  and  Carey  also  the  more  strikingly  inconsistent,  was  the 

1  For  the.«e  details  aee  Gordon^s  letter,  ante,  p.  809. 
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fact  that,  after  the  appointment  of  Glover,  they  both,  as  members 
of  the  council,  fully  recognized  his  authority.  This  we  learn  from 
the  manuscripts  of  a  fellow-councillor,  Col.  Thomas  Pollock.  In 
one  of  the  documents  in  his  letter-book  he  states  that,  at  a  council 
held  at  liis  house,  when  all  the  members  w^re  present,  Colonel 
Carey  and  Porter  sat  and  acted  with  Governor  Glover,  and  signed 
with  him  several  documents  officially;  and  one  of  these  docu- 
ments was  actually  a  proclamation  to  the  people,  announcing  the 
changes  recently  made  in  their  rulers,  and  commanding  their  obe- 
dience to  the  government  of  which  Glover  was  the  head.^ 

Glover,  as  president,  issued  his  writ  for  electing  Assemblymen, 
and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Halsy,  the  deputy-marshal.  Carey 
likewise  issued  his,  and  committed  it  to  one  Fendall,  whom  he  had 
made  marshal  for  the  purpose.  The  people  assembled  to  vote ;  both 
writs  were  read,  and  upon  polling  the  electors,  by  five  freeholdei'B 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  it  appeared  that  (he  supporters  of 
Glover  numbered  ninety-four,  while  those  of  Carey  were  but  sixty- 
five,  among  whom  were  several  unqualified  voters,  and  some  were 
even  boys.  Moseley,  a  lawyer  of  eminence,  of  whom  we  have 
spoken  in  a  former  chapter,  dissatisfied  with  the  result,  insisted 
on  the  appointment  of  five  other  freeholders  and  a  new  election ; 
and  he,  with  others,  producing  confusion  during  the  election,  and 
endeavoring  to  stir  up  strife  among  the  people,  would  undoubtedly 
have  brought  on  the  finale  of  a  general  fight,  but  for  the  interpo- 
sition and  influence  of  Colonel  Pollock,  who  persuaded  the  people 
to  keep  the  peace.* 

But  in  this  double  election,  two  sets  of  representatives  were 
chosen.  When  the  Assembly  met  on  Little  River  in  October, 
1706,  nine  persons  appeared  to  claim  seats  from  the  precinct  of 
Chowan.  Five  of  these  were  returned  by  the  deputy-marshal, 
Halsy,  as  having  been  duly  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  voters. 
Fendall  made  a  return  also,  which,  including  the  five  returned  by 
the  marshal,  returned  also  other  five  (those  chosen  under  Moseley's 
management  at  the  second  voting) ;  of  these,  four  only  appeared; 
the  fifth,  satisfied  that  his  election  was  illegal,  remained  at  home. 
The  house  proceeded  to  organize,  and  its  first  step  was  to  direct 

>  Col.  Pollock'0  MSS.,  in  possewion  of  T.  P.  Devereux,  Esq.  •  Ibid. 
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the  whole  nine  from  Ohowan  precinct  to  withdraw.  Scarcely, 
however,  had  they  retired,  before  the  other  members,  who  had 
been  mostly  chosen  by  the  predominant  Quaker  influence  in  Pas- 
quotank and  Perquimons,  called  in  the  fourchosen  under  Moseley^s 
management,  of  whom,  by  the  way,  Moseley  himself  was  one.  In 
vain  did  the  five  returned  by  the  marshal  seek  admission ;  they 
were  forcibly  excluded,  and  denied  even  the  privilege  of  a  hear- 
ing. Moseley  was  chosen  speaker,  and  was  presented  as  such  to 
Carey  as  governor.  There  were  but  five  representatives  who  were 
not  in  the  Quaker's  interest ;  these  were  the  members  from  Cur- 
rituck :  in  their  disgust  at  these  high-handed  proceedings,  some 
of  them  withdrew  from  the  Assembly. 

Porter  then  laid  before  the  body  the  commission  and  documents 
he  had  obtained  from  the  lords  proprietors  in  England ;  and  not- 
withstanding one  of  their  orders  was  most  explicit  for  the  removal 
of  Carey,  of  that  they  took  no  notice,  but  passed  several  resolur 
tions  founded  on  the  documents  read. 

First,  they  determined  that  the  lords  proprietors  had  suspended 
the  law  made  during  Carey's  lawful  administration,  imposing  a 
fine  of  five  pounds  on  any  person  who  should  promote  his  own 
election,  and  not  qualify  himself  to  act  by  taking  the  oaths. 

Secondly,  they  determined  that  the  law,  made  in  Daniel's  time 
of  office,  which  required  all  persons  in  any  place  of  trust  or  profit 
to  qualify  themselves  before  acting,  by  taking  certain  oaths,  was 
also  suspended. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  statute  of  the  British  parliament  requiring 
the  same  thing ;  but  that  they  ignored  completely.  In  fact,  they 
resolved  to  have  no  juramental  bonds  on  their  consciences,  and 
when  they  passed  these  resolutions,  not  a  single  member  had  been 
sworn  in.  This  was  the  condition  of  the  lower  house.  As  to  the 
upper,  composed  of  the  governor  and  council,  there  were  two 
bodies,  each  claiming  the  honor,  and  each  sitting  in  separate  rooms, 
as  the  council.  Carey  had  collected  around  him  the  Quaker  dep- 
uties of  the  lords  proprietors,  while  those  deputies  opposed  to  the 
Quaker  predominancy  adhered  to  Glover. 

A  compromise  was  at  last  effected,  so  far  as  to  induce  an  agree- 
ment that  the  Assembly  should  determine  between  Glover  and 
Carey,  as  to  their  respective  rights  to  the  presidency. 
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Glover,  who  unquestionably  was  rightful  ruler,  having  been 
elected  by  a  majority  of  the  council,  under  their  lordships'  orders 
to  make  an  election,  had  the  support  of  the  most  respectable  and 
wealthy  part  of  the  community,  with  the  exception  of  the  rich 
among  the  Quakers*  He  probably  did  not  anticipate  from  the 
Assembly  so  much  good  sense  and  justice  as  would  be  shown  in  a 
recognition  of  his  claims  to  authority,  but  at  the  same  time  felt  it 
due  to  himself  to  put  Ae  assertion  of  tliose  claims  upon  record. 

Glover  and  Oarey,  dividing  the  council  between  them,  3nd  each 
claiming  to  be  the  upper  house,  occupied,  as  we  have  said,  differ- 
ent apartments ;  while  ex-governor  Daniel,  who  was  a  landgrave, 
sat,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  sometimes  in  one,  sometimes  in  the 
other.  The  lower  house,  however,  recognized  Carey's  party  only 
as  the  council.  Glover,  by  means  of  one  of  its  members,  sent  a 
message  to  the  Assembly,  informing  them  that,  duly  to  organize, 
the  individuals  lawfully  elected  should  choose  a  speaker,  take  the 
required  oaths,  and  put  out  all  such  as  had  not  been  duly  elected : 
that  without  such  preliminary  steps,  their  meeting  was  not  an 
Assembly.  He  further  stated  that  it  was  alike  contrary  to  law 
and  reason,  in  derogation  of  the  queen's  prerogative,  and  faithless 
to  the  trust  which  had  been  reposed  in  him,  to  submit  the  admin- 
istration of  government  to  any  set  of  men,  no  matter  if  elected  by 
a  unanimous  vote,  unless  such  persons  should,  by  oath,  recognize 
and  acknowledge  their  allegiance  to  her  majesty,  particularly  at  a 
time  when,  among  some,  there  were  hints  at  least  of  a  counter- 
claim to  the  throne  in  the  pretended  Prince  of  Wales. 

To  such  an  Assembly,  when  convened,  he  would  undertake  to 
prove — 

1.  That  he,  Glover,  was  lawful  president  of  the  council,  and 
that  to  him,  and  no  other,  belonged  the  Execution  of  the  lords  pro- 
prietors' commission. 

2.  That  Carey  was  not  president,  and  had  no  lawful  power  of 
government  in  Albemarle. 

3.  That  if  the  lawful  authority  in  himself,  Glover,  should  be 
extinguished  by  death  or  otherwise,  even  then,  Carey  was  not 
qualified  to  be  elected  and  exercise  the  powers  of  president. 

He  then  proceeded  to  state,  that  if  the  so-called  Assembly,  then 
met,  would  still  persist  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  they  had  un- 
VoL.  IL— 33 
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lawfully  assumed,  then  he,  by  this  writiDg,  did  solemnly  protest, 
in  behalf  of  the  queen  and  lords  proprietors,  against  all  their  pro- 
ceedings as  unlawful  and  void ;  and  further,  as  president  of  the 
council  and  commander-in-chief,  did  charge  and  command  all  the 
officei's  of  the  province^  civil  and  military,  and  enjoin  all  the 
people,  upon  their  allegiance,  not  to  countenance,  aid,  or  abet  the 
pretended  Ajssembly  in  their  arbitrary  proceedings. 

He  then  stated,  that  as  the  Assembly,  unlawfully  constituted  as 
they  then  were,  were  incapable  of  deciding  on  the  matter  that  was 
to  have  been  submitted  to  a  lawful  Assembly,  on  the  subject  of 
the  presidency,  he  protested,  in  his  own  behalf,  against  all  they 
had  done  or  might  do  in  opposition  to  his  administration.  And 
as  Carey  had  publicly  threatened,  as  well  as  surreptitiously  avowed 
a  purpose  of  taking  his.  Glover's,  life,  without  form  of  law,  as  well 
as  the  lives  of  others  who  had  aided  him  in  keeping,  the  peace — 
he  appealed  to  the  queen,  in  her  courts  at  Westminster,  and  was 
willing  to  be  sent  there  a  prisoner  in  chains  to  answer  any  accusa- 
tion and  abide  the  result ;  provided  (said  he),  that  "  Colonel  Carey 
and  Mr.  John  Porter,  who  have  been  the  chief  instruments  of  these 
unhappy  troubles,  may  be  obliged,  with  good  security  in  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  pounds,  personally  there  to  appear  and  prose- 
cute me." 

It  was  not  long  before  the  member  by  whom  Glover  sent  this 
document  returned  it,  with  the  curt  answer  from  the  pretended 
Assembly,  that  "they  would  not  concern  themselves  in  that 
matter."' 

All  the  contemporary  accounts  are  uniform  in  representing' these 
troubles  as  attributable  to  the  Quakers.  Thus  Governor  Spots- 
wood  (one  of  the  best  colonial  governors  Virginia  ever  had),  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  states  tliat  "  Colonel  Carey, 
supported  by  the  interest  of  the  Quakers,  and  assisted  by  a  republic 
of  loose  and  profligate  persons,  turned  out  the  president  and  most 
of  the  council,  and  assumed  on  himself  the  government."  Writing 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  he  uses  this  language :  "  Mr.  Carey,  being 
joined  by  certain  Quakers,  intrusted  by  the  proprietors  in  some 
part  of  the  administration,  gathered  together  a  rabble  of  the  looser 

>  Pollock  MSB. 
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sort  of  people,  and  by  force  of  arms  turned  out  the  president  and 
most  of  the  council,  and  by  his  own  authority  assumed  the  admin- 
istration of  the  government."  * 

Colonel  Pollock,  in  one  of  his  letters,  bears  the  same  testimony.' 
Chalmers,  who  wrote  with  the  advantage  of  unrestricted  resort  to 
the  colonial  documents  in  the  Plantations  Officie,  says  of  the  Qua- 
kers, in  a  quotation  from  one  of  his  authorities,  "  that  they  had 
had  the  cunning  to  set  that  country  in  a  flame,  and  alL  but  them- 
selves, in  arms  against  each  other."*  We  must  therefore  consider 
this  as  a  Quaker  rebellion. 

Whether  the  document  sent  by  Glover  alarmed  the  Assembly 
so  far  as  tq  induce  a  belief  that  its  members  must  be  swom^  we 
cannot  say.  The  fact,  however,  is,  that  it  was  determined  the 
members  should  take  the  oath  of  qualification,  and  the  Quakers 
readily  devised  a  mode  of  swearing,  which  satisfied  their  con- 
sciences. They  came  to  the  table  retaining  their  hats  on  their 
heads  as  tenaciously  as  if  their  souls  would  be  inevitably  damned 
by  their  removal.  They  laid  their  hands  on  the  book,  and  repeat- 
ed the  words  of  the  prescribed  oath,  substituting  only  the  word 
"  declare"  for  "  swear ;"  and  then,  having  had  their  explanation  of 
the  sense  or  meaning  in  which  they  took  the  oath,  underwritten, 
they  signed  it,  but  without  kissing  the  book,  and  with  the  declara- 
tion that  they  would  allow  that  sense  and  explanation  of  the  oath 
and  none  other.* 

We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  particulars  of  legislation 
under  this  usurped  authority  of  Carey ;  but  we  find  enough  upon 
the  records  to  show  that  the  intestine  feuds  became  more  and  more 
bitter,  until  the  partisans  of  President  Glover  (including  Colonel 
Pollock  and  other  prominent  men  of  the  province),  with  the  gov- 
ernor hirtiself,  were  glad  to  seek  a  temporary  refuge  in  Virginia. 

As  to  Carey  himself,  he  appears  to  have  been  a  rogue  as  well 
as  a  rebel.  He  had  been  receiver  of  the  proprietors'  quit-rents, 
and  had  long  neglected  to  pay  over  and  settle  his  accounts.  The 
proprietors,  probably  in  blissful  ignorance  of  the  state  of  their 
province,  had  sent  over,  by  John  Porter,  an  instrument  removing 

>  MS.  copies  from  Qovernor  Spots wood'a  Letter-book.    Vide  ante,  p.  481. 

s  Pollook  MSS. :  letter  to  Kev.  Mr.  Gordon. 

*  Chalmers*  Hist,  of  the  Kevolt,  vol.  i.  p.  899.  «  Pollock  MSS.,  ante,  p.  880. 
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him,  and  ordering  him  home  to  give  an  account  of  his  conduct. 
This  he  treated  with  sublime  contempt,  and  John  Porter  was  not 
very  likely  to  pereuade  him  to  more  becoming  conduct,  seeing 
that  both  were  now  engaged  in  the  effort  to  overturn  the  -estab- 
lished government  of  the  proprietors. 

Singularly  enough,  the  colony  grew  stronger  in  the  midst  of 
this  distracted  state  of  affairs ;  but  it  was  not  by  the  instrumental- 
ity of  those  within  it.  On  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz  by 
Louis  XTV.,  a  number  of  tlie  persecuted  Huguenots  had  found 
their  way  to  Virginia,  and  had  settled  at  the  Manakin  towns  (as 
they  were  called)  on  James  River. 

Tliese  good  people  emigrated  in  part,  about  this  time,  to  North 
Carolina.  The  clergyman  whom  they  had  brought  from  France, 
Phillipe  de  Eichebourg,  emigrated  with  them.  They  made  their 
settlement  on  Trent  River,  not  far  from  the  present  site  of  New- 
bern.  A  portion  of  them,  however,  removed  further  south,  and 
planted  themselves  on  the  Santee,  where  a  parish  was  formed  of 
them,  known  as  St.  James.  These  were  accompanied  by  De 
Richebourg,  who  died  in  South  Carolina.  This  was  the  origin  of 
die  Huguenot  families  in  North  Carolina. 

Another  circumstance  also  increased  the  population  of  the  prov- 
ince, by  an  importation  of  Swiss,  and  brought  in  many  Germans 
with  tliem.  The  depredations  of  the  French  in  the  palatinate  had 
driven  out  the  inhabitants  by  thousands.  A  very  large  number 
found  their  way  to  England,  where  the  queen  and  her  subjects 
alike  treated  them  with  great  humanity,  and  supplied  their  wants 
with  a  liberal  bounty.  Finally  they  were  disposed  of  as  colonists, 
some  to  Ireland  and  some  to  North  America.  A  part  of  them 
came  to  North  Carolina.  It  so  happened,  that  whUe  these  poor 
refugees  were  in  England,  Christopher,  Baron  de  Graffenreid,  a 
Swiss  nobleman  from  the  canton  of  Berne,  was  in  London,  and  he 
with  a  large  number  of  his  countrymen  were  desirous  of  emi- 
grating to  America.  What  the  proprietors  wanted  was  emigrants, 
and  therefore  they  offered  to  the  Swiss  every  inducement  they  could 
to  go  to  Carolina,  and,  beside  their  own  countrymen,  to  take  with 
them  emigrants  from  among  the  Germans.  A  negotiation  com- 
menced between  them,  certain  commissioners  on  the  part  of  her 
majesty,  and  De  Graffenreid,  and  Louis  Mitchell,  a  Swiss  gentle- 
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man  of  influence  among  his  countrymen.  The  result  was  an 
agreement  for  the  transportation  to  North  Carolina  of  a  large 
number  of  these  poor  German  people,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Baron  and  Mitchell.^  The  former  was  made  a  landgrave,  and 
finally  returned  to  Europe,  leaving  no  descendants  in  the  country. 
The  latter  ended  his  days  in  Carolina,  where  he  proved  a  valu- 
able citizen,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  family  bearing  his  name 
in  Onslow. 

The  emigrants  settled  for  the  most  part  on  Neuse  and  Trent 
rivers,  and  their  arrival  gave  existence  to  the  town  of  New-Berne, 
which  received  its  name  in  compliment  to  the  baron.  Colonel 
Pollock  was  then  a  proprietor's  deputy,  and,  if  we  mistake  not, 
surveyor-general  of  the  provimce.  At  any  rate,  by  his  instrumen- 
tality a  town  was  laid  off  at  the  confluence  of  the  Neuse  and  Trent. 
Subsequently,  in  the  same  year,  De  Graffenreid  and  Mitchell 
brought  over  ninety-two  additional  families,  all  of  whom  settled 
in  or  near  the  new  town,  at  the  junction  of  the  rivers.  This  added 
another  town  to  the  one  already  existing.  Bath  had  been  estab- 
lished by  the  legislature  in  1705 ;  and  Edenton  (then  known  as 
Queen  Anne's  Creek),  as  we  learn  from  Mr.  Gordon's  letter,  at  a 
later  period. 

In  December,  1708  (Chalmers  says  January,  1709),  Colonel  Ed- 
ward Tynte  was  appointed  governor-general  of  Carolina.  Instead, 
however,  of  permitting  him  to  nominate,  aa  his  predecessors  had 
done,  a  deputy  for  the  northern  part  of  the  province,  the  rule 
would  seem  to  have  been  now  changed ;  as  in  1710,  the  proprie- 
tors themselves  appointed,  as  governor  of  Albemarle,  Edward 
Hyde,  and  gave  instructions  to  Tynt©  to  commission  him  as  his 
deputy. 

In  August,  1710,  Hyde  arrived,  and  found  that  lynte  was  dead. 
Unable  therefore  to  procure  the  formal  commission  which  he  ex- 
pected, he  could  offer  no  other  evidence  of  his  authority  than 
private  letters  from  some  of  the  lords  proprietors  to  their  respect- 
ive deputies.  Whether  the  arrival  of  Hyde  was  expected  or  not, 
we  cannot  say ;  but  immediately  on  his  coming.  Colonel  Pollock 
and  other  gentlemen,  who  had  been  proscribed  and  driven  by 

»  vide  ante,  pp.  64-68. 
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Carey  into  Virginia,  wrote  to  Hyde,  congratulating  him'  on  his 
safe  arrival,  tendering  to  him  their  cheerful  obedience,  and  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  they  might  now  safely  return  to  their 
homes  in  Carolina,  without  danger  of  being  "insulted  and  trodden 
down  by  Quakers,  atheists,  deists,  and  other  evil-disposed  persons,'' 
and  praying  that  his  administration  might  be  the  means  of  termi- 
nating the  unhappy  discords  that  had  almost  destroyed  Carolina. 

Carey  and  his  adherents,  if  not  tired  of  usurped  authority,  were 
probably  afraid  of  consequences  if  they  resisted  Hyde,  whose  posi- 
tion was  very  different  from  that  of  Glover.  They  could  raise  no 
question  concerning  his' being  there  with  the  approbation  of  the 
lords  proprietors;  his  letters  proved  that,  tliongh  Tynte's  death 
had  deprived  him  of  a  formal  commission.  Beside,  even  some  of 
the  followers  of  Carey  began  to  think  that  a  settled  and  legal  gov- 
ernment was  to  be  preferred  to  the  existing  state  of  affairs ;  and 
consequently,  all  the  lords  proprietors'  deputies,  and  Carey  with 
them,  formally  requested  of  Hyde  to  assume  and  discharge  the 
duties  of  governor,  until  his  commission  should  arrive  from  Eng- 
land. He  consented,  the  council  appointed  him,  and  he  was  duly 
sworn  in  as  governor. 

Hyde,  unfortunately,  had  not  been  long  enough  in  the  country 
to  understand,  at  first,  his  true  policy.  Ho  had  discovered,  as  he 
wrote  home,  "  that  nothing  but  sedition  had  been  industriously 
cultivated,  and  rebellion  too  nmch  practised."  Practical  wisdom 
would  have  suggested  to  him  to  undertake  and  to  do  nothing  im- 
portant until  his  commission  arrived.  But,  unadvisedly,  in 
March,  1711,  he  called  an  Assembly.  Carey,  who  had  joined  in 
the  request  that  Hyde  would  act  as  governor,  not  bfecause  he 
really  wished  it,  but  because  he  could  not  avoid  it,  immediately 
took  the  alann.  He  apprehended  the  consequences  of  legislative 
action  with  reference  to  himself.  His  first  effort  was  to  secure 
the  return  of  enough  of  his  adherents  to  constitute  a  majority  of 
the  house.  In  this  he  failed,  and  then  he  protested  against  the 
legality  of  the  authority  by  which  the  Assembly  had  been  called. 
The  Assembly,  however,  met,  and  among  its  first  acts  passed  a  law 
for  securing  his  person ;  and  made  provision  for  compelling  him  to 
account  for  the  moneys  ho  had  received  during  his  usurpation. 
These  laws  were  indiscreet  and  prompted  more  by  resentment 
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than  prudence.  The  power  to  execute  them  was  not  equal  to  the 
zeal  which  enacted  them.  Carey  had  still  many  adherents,  and 
had  no  idea  of  submitting  to  arrest.  His  only  resource,  therefore, 
was  to  raise  tlie  standard  of  undisguised  rebellion.  This  he  did ; 
and  further,  again  declared  himself  president  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  a  misguided  multitude.  And  it  so  happened  that  in  De- 
cember, 1710,  just  before  these  transactions,  theMeherrin  Indians, 
provoked  by  the  ill-treatment  of  some  profligate  whites  who  lived 
near  them,  had  taken  redress  into  their  own  hands,  and  falling  on 
the  most  distant  settlement  on  the  Chowan,  had  there  killed  some 
of  the  whites.  The  danger  of  an  Indian  war,  therefore,  should 
have  taught  the  Assembly  the  gross  imprudence  of  furnishing  a 
pretext  for  contemporaneous  civil  strife. 

We  have  no  doubt  from  subsequent  facts,  which  will  be  related 
in  their  order,  that  Carey  saw  the  advantages  he  might  derive 
from  Indian  hostilities,  and  resolved  to  avail  himself  of  them  when 
necessary.  He  had  the  further  satisfaction,  also,  of  seeing  the  As- 
sembly so  much  engrossed  by  their  legislation  to  punish  him,  that 
they  actually  adjourned  without  making  the  least  provision  to 
resist  a  probable  Indian  attack. 

When  Carey  ascertained  that  he  was  really  strong  in  the  sup- 
port of  his  numerous  adherents,  he  forthwith  assumed  the  oflen- 
sive.  He  had  at  first  merely  fortified  his  house,  intrenched  it,  and 
raised  a  battery,  on  which  be  planted  some  cannon.  But  now  he 
issued  his  proclamation  as  president,  and  established  a  court  of 
justice  ;  and  being  furnished  with  a  brig  by  "  a  leading  Quaker" 
(say  the  records),  he  armed  her  with  six  guns ;  and  fitting  out 
beside  a  harca  longa^  he  filled  her  with  fusileers,  and  brought  his 
naval  force  to  anchor  near  the  house  in  which  Hyde  and  his  coun- 
cil were  convened.  His  purpose  was  to  get  possession  of  the 
governor's  person  if  he  could,  and  had  he  succeeded,  the  end  of 
Hyde  would  probably  have  been  a  short  shrift  and  a  strong  rope. 
The  governor  was  in  no  condition  to  resist  a  forcible  attack ;  and 
fortunately  for  him,  Virginia  then  had,  in  Spots  wood,  as  good  a 
ruler  as  ever  was  placed  over  an  American  colony  or  province. 
Hyde  immediately  dispatched  to  him  an  express,  representing  his 
critical  situation,  and  asking  his  interposition  and  aid.  It  is  from 
Spotswood  himself  we  gather  the  paiticulars  of  this  part  of  our 
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story.  He  was  a  man  of  promptitude  in  action,  and  of  great  de- 
cision of  purpose.  Anxious  to  appease  the  strife,  and  if  possible 
without  th^  eifusion  of  blood,  with  a  vigor  and  good  sense  which 
were  duly  appreciated  in  England,  he  immediately  sent  Clayton 
as  a  messenger  into  Carolina,  with  a  proposition  for  reconciliation, 
and  an  unequivocal  statement  of  what  would  be  his  course  toward 
the  party  refusing  to  make  peace.  Tlie  selection  of  an  ambassa- 
dor was  made  with  Spotswood's  usual  sound  judgment.  Clayton 
was,  we  think,  a  clergyman,  and  not  unfavorably  known  in  the 
scientific  world,  as  his  account  of  Virginia,  published  in  the 
"  Miscellanea  Curiosa,"  suflSciently  attests ;  but  he  was  remarkable 
also  for  his  prudence,  and  hence  peculiarly  fitted  for  this  mission. 
Clayton  was  directed  to  ofier  liis  services  as  mediator,  and  bore  a 
letter  from  Spotswood  to  Ilyde  and  Carey  each,  to  be  delivered, 
in  case  the  mediation  was  refused,  to  the  party  refusing ;  setting 
forth,  that  if  he  would  not  consent  to  a  peaceable  adjustment  of 
disputes,  a  force  superior  to  his  would  be  sent  from  Virginia  to 
compel  submission.  Hyde  and  his  council  accepted  the  offer  of 
mediation  at  once,  professing  their  entire  readiness  to  agree  to  any 
terms  that  in  reason  or  justice  could  be  expected  of  them.  Carey 
at  first  made  a  pretence  of  similar  readiness  on  his  part ;  but  it 
soon  appeared  that  this  was  but  a  ruse  to  draw  Hyde  into  an  inter- 
view without  the  presence  of  any  of  his  guards,  and  to  secure  his 
person ;  and,  indeed,  he  actually  attempted  to  capture  Hyde,  in 
direct  violation  of  his  promise  and  agreement.  After  his  fiwlure 
in  this  respect,  he  never  would  agree  to  any  place  of  conference 
where  Hyde  could  feel  himself  to  be  personally  safe.  At  last,  but 
not  without  great  diflSculty,  Carey  was  induced  to  put  his  de- 
mands in  writing,  but  he  refused  to  sign  his  name  to  them ;  and 
when  informed  by  Clayton  that  every  one  of  his  demands  would 
be  conceded,  with  some  necessary  explanations,  he  boldly  threw 
off  the  mask,  warned  Clayton  to  retire  from,  the  business,  and 
avowed  his  purpose  of  settling  the  dispute  by  a  resort  to  arms 
only. 

Beside  John  Porter,  Carey  had  two  other  prominent  adherents, 
one  of  whom,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  was  Mr.  Moseley,  of  whom  an 
account  may  be  found  in  our  previous  pages  on  "  The  Law  and  its 
Administi'ation."     What  causes  influenced  a  man,  able  and  most 
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respectable  in  his  profession  as  a  lawyer,  and  whose  standing  gave 
him  weight  in  the  province,  to  lend  himself  to  such  a  barefaced 
violation  of  all  law  by  such  a  creature  as  Carey,  we  have  not  been 
able  to  discover.  From  the  little  light  we  have,  however,  we  are 
inclined  to  the  suspicion  that,  with  liim,  the  moving  cause  was 
personal.  There  was  a  very  strong  mutual  dislike  between  him 
and  some  of  the  leading  gentlemen  of  the  province  who.  were  the 
most  efficient  supporters  of  Hyde.  We  cannot  present  this,  how- 
ever, as  more  than  our  conjecture  merely;  while  we  can  affirm 
positively,  that,  from  some  cause  or  other,  Moseley  was  Carey's 
chief  counsellor  and  fast  friend. 

The  other  individual  to  whom  we  have  alluded  was  a  man 
named  Roach,  who  lived  on  Pamlico.  Governor  Spotswood  rep- 
resents him  as  "  a  wretched  fellow,  who,  being  sent  in  lately  with 
a  cargo  of  goods  belonging  to  some  merchants  in  London,  no  sooner 
came  into  the  country  but  he  declared  himself  against  the  govern- 
ment, without  examining  which  side  was  in  the  wrong,  and  has  all 
along  been  a  principal  incendiary."  Out  of  his  store,  he  furnished 
Carey's  followers  with  guns  and  ammunition,  belonging  to  his  em- 
ployers, and  but  for  him  they  could  not  have  carried  their  rebellion 
to  the  extent  they  did. 

This  man  Eoach,  from  some  of  the  business  letters  addressed  to 
him  from  his  employers  in  England,  directing  him  to  give  credit 
to  the  Baron  de  Graffenreid  to  a  certain  amount,  appeal's  to  have 
been  a  partber .  in  or  agent  for  a  house  in  London,  to  which  John 
Danson  belonged.  John  Danson  was  Archdale's  son-in-law,  and 
thereby  became  ultimately  a  proprietor.  Sir  W.  Berkeley  died  in 
1682,  and  left  his  eighth  to  his  wife,  Lady  Frances,  in  fee.  She 
married  Ludwell,  and  with  him,  in  1684,  sold  her  share  to  four  of 
the  lords  proprietors,  viz.,  Albemarle,  Craven,  Carteret,  and  Sir 
Peter  Colleton,  for  £300.  Li  1705,  these  four  proprietors  sold  the 
eighth  to  John  Archdale,  for  £400.  Soon  after  this,  John  Dan- 
son married  a  daughter  of  Archdale,  who,  in  1708,  conveyed  this 
eighth  to  Danson  and  his  wife  and  their  heirs.  Danson  was  a 
Quaker,  and  so  was  Koach,  professedly.  It  would  seem,  there- 
fore, that  there  was  probably  an  understanding  between  the  Qua- 
kers in  Albemarle  and  their  friends  in  England ;  as  Roach  would 
scarcely  have  ventured  to  supply  the  insurgents  with  arms  and 
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ammunition  belonging  to  Danson,  without  being  sure  of  the  ap- 
proval of  his  employerfe.* 

But,  in  truth,  Carey  had  many  adherents,  and  it  may  serve  to 
illusti'ate  the  embittered  hostility  which  he  and  his  chief  compan- 
ions succeeded  in  creating,  when  we  state  that  the  Quakers  even 
went  far  beyond  their  usual  circumspection,  and  practically  re- 
pudiated their  own  pacific  principles.  Spotswood  thus  writes: 
"  Beside  the  insinuations  they  have  made  to  inflame  the  mob,  and 
their  supplying  them  with  arms,  rather  than  baulk  their  design, 
several  of  the  chief  of  them  have  accompanied  Mr.  Carey  and  his 
council,  and  some  even  taken  upon  them  militp,ry  titles."' 

We  cannot  but  think,  that,  had  Mr.  Bancroft  seen  our  docu- 
ments, he  would  have  modified  somewhat  his  statement  of  the 
pacific  disposition  of  the  Albemarle  Quakers.  He  would  scarcely 
have  said  they  "  were  gentle  in  their  tempers,  of  serene  minds, 
enemies  to  violence  and  bloodshed ;  and  the  spirit  of  humanity 
maintained  its  influence  in  the  paradise  of  Quakei^s."  * 

But  there  is  another  feature  in  this  business,  marked  by  an 
atrocity  the  most  fiendish  and  revolting.  We  have  already  in- 
formed the  reader  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Meherrin  Indians  on  the 
most  distant  settlements  of  the  Chowan,  the  consequent  murder  of 
some  of  the  whites,  and  the  apprehended  danger  of  a  war  with  the 
natives.  The  Tuscaroras,  by  much  the  strongest  tribe  of  Indians 
near*  the  whites,  occupied  the  territory  of  what  is  now  Bertie 
county,  reached  around  on  the  south  side  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and 
extended  down  as  far  as  the  waters  of  Pamlico  and  Neuse.  They 
numbered  twelve  hundred  fcncible  men.  Acting  on  the  hint 
aflfbrded  by  the  hostility  of  the  Meherrins,  Carey  dispatched  John 
Porter  as  an  emissary  to  the  Tuscaroras ;  and  Governor  Spotswood 
states  that  he  was  in  possession  of  several  affidavits,  sent  to  prove 
that  this  renegade  Quaker,  Porter,  this  disgi^ace,  not  merely  to  the 
peaceful  sect  in  which  he  was  reared,  but  to  humanity  at  large, 

1  The  facta  above  stated,  showing  that  Koach  acted  for  a  Quaker  finn  in  England,  are 
derived  from  a  source  where  one  would  not  be  likely  to  look  for  it.  The  attention  of  the 
author  was  called  to  it  by  his  friend  the  Hon.  John  H.  Bryan,  of  Raleigh,  who  found  the 
facts  in  Uie  case  of  "  Danson,  widow,  Ac,  appellant^  vs.  Trott  and  wife,"  reported  briefly 
in  1  P.  Wms.  780,  and  21  Viuor,  621,  and  very  fully  in  III.  Brown's  Cases  in  Parliament,  449. 

«  Spotfiwood's  letters,  ante,  p.  424. 

«  Bancroft's  HisU,  vol.  ii.  pp.  165,  166. 


CIVIL  AND  MILTTABT   HISTORY.  523 

"  was  with  the  Tuscarora  Indians,  promising  great  rewards  to  in- 
cite them  to  cut  off  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Carolina  that 
adhered  to  Mr.  Hyde."  *  This  was  in  the  spring  of  1711 ;  on  the 
22d  of  the  following  September  the  Tiiscaroras  commenced  their 
bloody  war  (of  which  hereafter),  by  the  simultaneous  slaughter  of 
more  than  one  hundred  unsuspecting  whites,  on  the  waters  of  Pam- 
lico and  Ifeuse.  Carey  and  John  Porter,  therefore,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  contemporaneous  documents,  may  be  consid- 
ered as  the  responsible  authors  of  the  dreadful  Indioja  war  that 
began  m  1711.  And  it  is  an  important  item  in  our  history,  for 
previous  writers  seem  to  have  been  perplexed  in  explaining  the 
cause  of  this  unexpected  onslaught  of  the  natives,  with  whom,  for 
the  space  of  forty-five  years,  the  whites  had  lived  in  remarkable 
harmony.  Some  writers  assign  one  cause  for  its  interruption,  some 
another ;  but  the  true  historic  cause  we  apprehend  to  have  been 
the  instigation  of  Carey  and  Porter,  inviting  the  red  men  to  take 
advantage  of  feuds  and  divisions  among  their  white  neighbors, 
utterly  to  exterminate  them ;  and  this  fact  furnishes  also  a  key  to 
the  satisfactory  explanation  of  certain  future  events  hereafter  to 
be  noticed,  which  heretofore  have  been  somewhat  obscure  to  the 
historian. 

When  Governor  Spotswood  was  informed  by  his  messenger  of 
Carey's  insolent  conduct,  he  immediately,  with  the  unanimous 
approbation  of  his  council,  ordered  out  the  militia  of  the  counties 
bordering  on  Carolina.  In  these  lived  all  the  Quakers  that  were 
in  Virginia ;  and,  if  evidence  had  been  wanting  that  the  tumult 
in  Carolina  was  really  a  "  Quaker  rebellion,"  the  conduct  of  the 
"  Friends"  on  the  northern  side  of  the  border  would  have  dissi- 
pated all  doubt  oh  the  subject ;  for  they  opposed  all  the  obstacles 
that  their  fears  of  a  wise  and  resolute  ruler  like  Spotswood  would 
permit,  to  the  embodying  of  the  militia.  The  troops,  however, 
were  enrolled,  and  with  a  body  of  marines  were  dispatched  by 
Spotswood  to  Carolina.  Meantime  Carey  had  not  been  idle ;  he 
hoisted  his  flag  at  the  topmast  head  of  his  brig,  increased  his  naval 
force,  and  brought  his  guns  to  b^ar  upon  the  house  in  which  were 
Hyde  and  his  council.     Under  cover  of  his  guns  he  attempted  a 

>  Spotswood^B  letters,  ante,  p.  485. 
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landing,  with  the  intention  to  take  Hyde,  whom  he  openly  threat- 
ened to  hang.  Hyd€,  however,  had  hastily  collected  some  of  the 
militia,  and  these  repulsed  the  attempt.  His  situation,  however, 
was  very  critical,  and  the  promptitude  of  Spotswood  saved  him. 
In  truth,  the  Gk)vernor  of  Virginia  was  just  the  man  to  feel  that  it 
was  no  time  to  hesitate.  He  was  not  of  that  tender-hearted  class 
that  stops  to  parley  with  rebels  in  arms  against  lawful  authority, 
after  once  offering  them  fair  terms  of  retreating  peacefully  from 
their  treason ;  he  knew  the  history  of  Bacon's  rebellion,  and  that 
it  proceeded  from  a  much  smaller  beginning  than  this  of  Carey's. 
He  knew  that  the  insurgents  were  stimulating  the  Indians  to  take 
up  the  tomahawk,  and  that  might  prove  as  dangerous  to  Virginia 
as  to  Carolina.  He  knew  that  Carey  had  already  enticed  some  of 
the  negro  slaves  from  his  own  frontier  counties,  and  that  they  were 
now  actually  in  arms  among  the  men  on  board  his  fleet :  how  far 
this  might  extend  he  could  not  foresee,  and  these  things,  had  there 
been  no  other  causes,  would  have  urged  him  to  prompt  actian. 
The  effect  was  magical.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  marines  from 
Virginia,  Carey,  with  a  few  of  his  most  prominent  followers,  fled 
immediately  to  hide  in  the  swamps  of  Pamlico,  as  far  to  the  west- 
ward as  he  could  safely  go,  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  whites. 
As  to  the  mob  that  had  clustered  at  his  heels,  they  of  course  scat- 
tered in  all  directions.  All  present  danger  of  bloodshed  in  civil 
war  was  at  an  end.  Carey  after  a  while  took  refuge  in  the  house 
of  his  fellow-rebel  Roach,  and  fortified  it;  but  he  improved  his 
opportunity  and  gratified  his  revenge,  on  his  first  flight  to  the  west, 
in  renewing  his  efforts  to  stimulate  the  Tuscaroras  to  war  against 
Hyde  and  his  adherents.^  After  remaining  at  Roach's  for  a  time, 
Carey  and  some  of  his  principal  companions  went  to  Virginia,  for 
the  purpose,  as  they  alleged,  of  obtaining  a  passage  to  England, 
where  they  might  explain  their  conduct  to  the  lords  proprietors. 
Governor  Spotswood  had  them  brought  before  him,  and  examined 
them  as  to  their  purpose  in  visiting  his  colony.  He  had  no  idea 
of  permitting  such  incendiaries  to  remain  within  his  government. 
He  found  so  much  evasion  in  their  answers  to  his  queries,  that  on 
their  positive  refusal  to  give  security  for  their  appearance  in  Eng- 

>  Chalmcre'  HUt.  of  the  Revolt,  vol.  i.  p.  401. 
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land  to  answer  what  might  there  be  alleged  against  them,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  last  thing  they  intended  to  do  was  to  stand  a 
trial.  Accordingly,  he  put  them  as  prisoners  on  board  a  man-of- 
war,  and  sent  them  off  to  England,  to  be  tried  under  the  statute 
against  foreign  treason ;  informing  the  secretary,  Lord  Dartmouth, 
of  all  his  proceedings.  What  became  of  Carey  afterward  is  briefly 
told.  He  subsequently  returned  to  Carolina,  and  thence  went  to 
the  "West  Indies,  after  which  we  have  found  no  further  trace  of  him.^ 
One  circumstance  resulted  from  the  sending  Carey  to  England  by 
Spotswood.  When  the  authorities  in  Carolina  were  informed  of  it, 
they  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  "  that  they  should  consider  it 
as  an  act  of  compassion  to  them,  if  the  criminals  were  sent  to  Vir- 
ginia for  trial,  because  the  charge  of  a  prosecution  in  England 
would  ruin  tlie  country."  The  consequence  of  this  was,  that  Lord 
Dartmouth  wrote  circular  letters  to  the  authorities  in  all  the  colo- 
nies, in  August,  1712,  directing  the  governors  ^  to  send  over  no  more 
prisoners  for  crimes  or  misdemeanors,  without  proof  of  their  guilt." 
This  was  equivalent  to  forbidding  their  being  sent  at  all,  because 
the  evidence  could  not  ordinarily  be  transmitted  with  them ;  the 
expense  alone,  independent  of  other  obstacles,  was  sufficient  to 
prevent  it.  As  far  as  we  can  discover,  no  prisoner  was  ever  trans- 
mitted to  England  from  any  of  the  colonies,  to  be  tried  for  trea- 
son, after  Carey ;  and  Carey,  we  think,  was  never  tried,  simply  for 
want  of  testimony.'  ^ 

Our  narrative  has  now  brought  us  to  one  of  the  most  calamitoiis 
of  all  the  incidents  that  occurred  during  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment :  we  mean  the  massacre  and  Indian  war  of  1711  and  1712. 
Up  to  this  period,  the  most  amicable  relations  appear  to  have  sub- 
sisted between  the  whites  and  natives  generally.  If  occasionally 
it  was  interrupted,  it  was  in  c^es  of  individual  feud  or  variance 
only,  and  was  ordinarily  soon  settled  by  the  law,  which  was  equi- 
table enough  in  such  cases. 

The  Indians  were  employed  by  the  whites  bb  domestics,  and 
were  permitted,  without  suspicion  or  alarm,  to  have  free  ingress  or 
egress  to  or  from  their  dwellings.  As  we  have  before  stated, 
various  causes  have  been  assigned  by  previous  writers  in  explana- 
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tion  of  the  outbreak  of  tlie  natives.  Some  have  imputed  it  to 
the  successive  and  regular  encroachments  made  on  their  hunting-- 
grounds, and  to  their  compulsory  removal  from  the  spots  where 
the  bones  of  their  ancestors  were  buried.  Others  have  supposed 
that  they  were  tempted  by  the  long-continued  feuds  among  the 
whites  themselves,  to  indulge  the  hope,  that,  in  the  weakness 
caused  by  their  divisions,  an  opportunity,  long  desired  and  perhaps 
expected,  had  at  length  arrived  for  the  gratification  of  their 
revenge,  in  the  work  of  extermination.  And  possibly  both  th^e 
causes  may  have  operated ;  the  first,  however,  was  probably  sug- 
gested to  them,  while  the  last  was  original.  Our  researches,  how- 
ever, have  brought  us  reluctantly  to  the  conviction,  expressed  on 
a  previous  page,  that  a  more  potent  cause  than  either  of  these  was 
the  direct  agency  of  Carey,  and  perhaps  of  some  of  his  adherents, 
especially  of  Roach,  in  instigating  the  savages  to  commence  a  war 
against  such  of  the  whites  as  were  opposed  to  him.  His  reason, 
paralyzed  by  his  rage,  may  have  failed  to  perceive  all  the  horrible 
consequences  of  his  atrocious  conduct;  but  that  Carey  was  the 
chief  instrument  in  causing  the  Indian  war  of  1711,  we  have  but 
little  doubt.  The  manuscripts  before  us  have  led  us  to  our  belief. 
Governor  Spotswood,  in  speaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  Indians, 

thus  expresses  himself :  " they  have  continued  their  ravages 

in  burning  those  plantations"  [on  the  frontier]  "  and  others  de- 
serted by  the  inhabitants  for  fear  of  the  like.  I  will  not  affirm 
that  will  be  a  heavy  charge  against  Colonel  Carey,  that  the  invi- 
tation his  party  gave  the  Indians  to  cut  off  their  fellow-subjects 
has  been  the  occasion  of  the  bloody  massacre ;  though  that  charge 
is  proved  by  good  testimony^  and  firnily  helkved  in  Caroiina.^^^ 
The  "good  testimony"  here  alluded  to  consisted,  as  we  learn  from 
another  of  his  letters,  of  affidavits  in  his  own  possession,  fui> 
nished,  as  he  intimates,  by  witnesses  of  respectability.  "The 
death  of  Governor  Hyde"  (thus  writes  Colonel  Pollock  to  Lord 
Carteret)  "  hath  been  of  fatal  consequence  to  this  government ; 
who  hath  labored  under  abundance  of  diflSculties  since  his  arrival 
here,  by  the  divisions  and  differences  among  the  inliabitants  here 
and  the  Indian  war ;  all  which  I  beh'eve  I  may  truly  declare  hath 

1  Spotswood  MSS. 
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been  chiefly  occasioned  by and  some  few  evil-disposed  per- 
sons, with  the  whole  body  of  the  Quakei-s,  who  joined  them,  and 
were  cliief  instruments  to  stir  up  Colonel  Carey  to  act  as  he  did." ' 

It  may  assist  the  reader  if  we  here  enumerate  the  whole  num- 
ber of  fighting-men  among  those  tribes  of  the  Indians  that  lived 
near  the  settlements,  or*  had  intercourse  with  the  white  inhabit- 
ants, about  the  time  the  war  broke  out.  The  most  numerous  were 
the  Tuscaroras^  who  lived  in  what  is  now  Bertie,  and  chiefly  in 
the  counties  south  of  Albemarle,  on  the  waters  of  Pamlico  and 
Tor  [Taw]  Kiver.  These  amounted  to  twelve  hundred  men. 
North  and  nortliwest  of  Albemarle  Sound  were  the  Meherrins^ 
Nottoways^  Chowanokes^  Pasquotanks^  Poteskeets  (Curritucks), 
Connamox^  and  Yaopim.  These  furnished  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty  warriors.  Beside  the  Tuscaroras^  southeast  of  Albemarle 
were  the  tribes  of  Neudocs^  Pandicos^  Cotechneys^  and  (nearer  the 
ocean)  the  Woccons^  Mara/miskeets^  Matchapu/ngos^  Hatterm^  Gores 
or  CoranineSy  Croatans^  and  Bear  River  Indians.  These  con- 
tained about  two  hundred  and  fifty  fighting-men.  At  the  south 
were  the  tribes  of  the  Saponas  and  Sippahawa^  distinct  from  the 
Tuscai'oras,  Of  these  the  Saponas  had  some  strength ;  the  Sip- 
pahawa  were  feeble.  The  whole  nmnber  of  Indians  capable  of 
taking  the  field,  in  aU  these  tribes  combined,  was  a  little  more 
than  sixteen  hundred. 

The  largest  portion  of  the  white  population  was  on  the  north 
side  of  Albemarle  Sound.  The  tribes  in  their  immediate  vicinity 
were  individually  weak ;  nor  was  much  to  be  apprehended  from 
them,  except  as  component  parts  of  a  general  uprising  of  the 
natives.  For  the  most  part,  however,  they  seem  to  have  been 
quiet,  with  the  exception  only  of  the  MeherrinSy  whose  descent 
upon  the  upper  waters  of  the  Chowan  we  have  already  mentioned. 
In  and  about  Newbem,  over  the  country  intervening  between  it 
and  Washington,  and  up  the  Pamlico  around  Bath,  in  Jones 
county  on  the  Trent,  and  in  Carteret  between  Newbem  and  Beau- 
fort, was  to  be  found  the  principal  portion  of  the  other  white 
inhabitants  of  the  province.  Most  of  the  Swiss  and  German  pala- 
tines were  about  Newbem  and  its  vicinity.    Here  were  their  lead- 

>  Pollock  MSB. 


628  BISTORT  OF  KOBTH  GABOUNA. 

ere,  De  Qraffenreid  and  Mitchell.  The  latter  had  planted  some  in 
Jones  county,  who  were  extending  their  settlements  toward  Ons- 
low. The  French  Hnguenots  who  had  come  in  from  Virginia, 
were  gathered  in  the  greatest  number  in  and  around  the  town  of 
Bath  ;  though  some  were  living  in  the  present  counties  of  Craven, 
Jones,  and  Carteret.  The  region  on  the  Pamlico  had  enticed  set- 
tlere  of  wealth  and  standing  from  the  northern  shore  of  Albe- 
marle ;  and  here  resided,  at  times,  Hyde  the  governor ;  while  Gale, 
the  chief-justice,  and  Knight,  the  secretary,  lived  there  perma- 
nently. They  were  attracted  to  Bath,  after  the  town  was  estab- 
lished, from  the  expectation  that  the  better  entry  from  the  ocean, 
through  Ocracoke,  would  make  it  the  commercial  depot  of  the 
province. 

The  TiisGaroraa  were  the  leadere*  in  the  confederacy,  and  their 
plans  for  a  simultaneous  slaughter  were  prepared  with  equal  skill 
and  secrecy.  To  the  Tuscaroras  was  committed  the  work  of  de» 
struction  on  the  plantations  bordering  the  Roanoke  River,  and 
from  thence  down  to  the  Pamlico.  The  Indians  who  lived  on  the 
latter  stream,  and  gave  to  it  its  name,  were  charged  with  the 
slaughter  of  the  whites  near  them.  The  Cotechneys^  who  lived  in 
what  is  now  Greene  county,  were  to  eflfect  a  junction  with  the 
Corea^  and  do  the  work  at  Newbern  and  on  the  rivere  Neuse  and 
Trent.  The  Maramiskeets  and  Matchapungos^  who  were  in  Hyde 
and  Beaufort  counties,  had  confided  to  them  the  murder  of  all  the 
whites  at  Bath  and  on  the  neighboring  plantations.  As  to  the 
northern  shore  of  Albemarle,  the  Tuscaroras  and  Meherrina  were 
to  dispose  of  tliat,  assisted  by  the  smaller  tribes.  A  time  was  ap- 
pointed for  simultaneous  action,  and  on  the  day  preceding  the 
new  moon,  which  would  occur  on  the  22d  of  September,  1711,  the 
work  of  murder  was  to  begin ;  meanwhile  their  purposes,  notwith- 
standing the  numbere  to  whom  they  were  made  known,  were  kept 
secret  as  the  grave.  The  whites,  suspecting  nothing,  indulged  in 
a  fatal  security. 

A  few  days,  however,  before  the  period  fixed  for  the  massacre, 
a  circumstance  occurred  which,  had  it  been  known  to  the  whites 
in  and  around  Newbern,  might  have  roused  them  from  their  mis- 
placed confidence  in  the  friendship  of  the  natives.  The  Baron  de 
Grafienreid,  and  Lawson,  the  surveyor-general,  left  Newbem  in 
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the  baron's  boat,  to  ascend  Neuse  Eiver,  for  the  purpose  of  in? 
specting  the  lands,  and  of  ascertaining  how  far  the  stream  was 
navigable.  After  proceeding  some  miles,  intending  to  spend  the 
first  night  out  at  an  Indian  village  called  Cat^ui/ra^  when  they  ar- 
rived there,  they  were  met  by  two  Indians,  who  were  presently 
joined  by  a  large  number,  all  armed.  Not  liking  the  aspect  ot 
affairs,  the  baron  and  Lawson  determined  to  proceed  up  the  river, 
and  for  this  purpose  went  toward  their  boat,  when  die  Indians 
seized  them  and  took  possession  of  their  arms  and  provisions. 
They  then  compelled  them  to  travel  all  night  to  an  Indian  village 
at  some  distance  from  the  river,  where  they  delivered  them  up  to 
the  chief  of  the  town.  A  council  was  called  the  next  day,  when 
the  prisoners  were  examined  as  to  their  intentions  in  ascending 
the  river.  It  is  not  improbable  the  savages  were  apprehensive 
that  in  some  mode  their  intended  massacre  had  been  discovered, 
and  that  the  prisoners  had  come  out  to  make  observation  as  spies. 
The  baron  and  Lawson  told  them,  in  answer  to  their  inquiries, 
that  their  object  was  to  find,  if  they  could,  a  shorter  and  better 
road  to  Virginia.  The  Indians  then  began  to  make  complaints  of 
the  English  colonists  in  general,  and  particularly  of  Lawson,  who, 
they  said,  was  the  man  that  sold  their  lands ;  they  made  also  some 
trivial  complaints  of  individual  acts  of  wrong  on  the  part  of  one 
or  two  other  Englishmen.  These,  we  apprehend,  were  but  pre- 
texts, as  they  finally  determined  that,  on  the  next  day,  the  pris- 
oners should  be  released  and  return  home.  They  were  themselves 
contemplating  an  act  of  treachery  and  wrong,  and  naturally  made 
suspicious  by  their  own  consciousness,  they  would  have  arrested 
any  other  white  men  whom  they  might  have  found  among  them,. 
as  promptly  as  they  did  the  baron  and  Lawson,  and  would  as 
readily  have  found  some  cause  of  complaint,  as  an  excuse  for  tJieir 
conduct.  On  the  next  day,  when  they  hoped  to  be  released  and 
permitted  to  return  home,  the  prisoners  were  subjected  to  another 
examination ;  but  a  Core  Indian  being  present,  who  had  been,  on 
some  occasion,  reprimanded  by  Lawson  for  some  misconduct,  jpro- 
duced  an  unfriendly  feeling  toward  the  prisoners.  To  add  to  this 
misfortune,  after  the  council  was  dissolved  and  most  of  the  In- 
dians had  gone,  De  Graffenreid  and  Lawson  conversed  on  indif- 
ferent subjects ;  but  an  Indian,  who  understood  a  little  English,, 
Vol.  II.— 34 
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overhearing  them,  represented  to  his  countrymen  that  they  were 
speaking  disrespectfully  of  them.  The  baron  affirms  that  this  was 
mitrue ;  however  that  may  be,  the  natives,  enraged  by  what  they 
had  been  told,  fell  upon  the  whites,  beat  them,  and  condemned 
them  to  death.  The  next  day  they  were  taken  to  the  place  of  ex- 
ecution, where  finally  Lawson  and  the  innocent  negro  servant  of 
the  baron  were  executed.  The  baron  escaped  by  claiming  to  be 
king  of  the  German  palatines,  and  demanding  of  them  by  what 
authority  they  could  put  a  king  to  death,  especially  when  he  had 
committed  no  oflfcnce  toward  tliem.  This  induced  one  of  the  more 
sober  and  honest  of  the  Indians  to  interpose,  and  by  his  remon- 
strances the  sentence  was  altered,  and  the  bai'on  was  kept  a  pris- 
oner merely.*  The  mode  of  poor  Lawson's  death  was  terrific. 
The  reader  may  perhaps  remember  a  quotation  on  a  previous 
page,  from  his  language,  especially  commendatory  of  the  humane 
and  gentle  feelings  of  the  Indians  of  North  Carolina.  They  now 
afforded  him  appalling  evidence  of  his  mistake.  According  to  the 
statements  of  some  of  the  Indians,  made  afterward  to  the  whites, 
they  stuck  his  body  full  of  fine  splinters  of  the  torch-wood  of  pine, 
saturated  as  they  were  with  turpentine,  and  set  them  on  fire  !  The 
only  consolatory  reflection  which  such  a  story  can  furnish  is,  that 
his  sufferings  must  have  been  brief.^  But  of  all  these  circum- 
stances the  unsuspecting  whites  knew  nothing;  the  absence  of 
the  baron  and  Lawson  occasioned  no  surprise  or  inquiry,  as  it  waa 
well  known  in  the  settlement  that  such  absence*  was  intended.  It 
may  well  bo  doubted,  too,  whether  the  Indians  would  have  prac- 
tised such  barbarity  on  such  frivolous  pretexts,  but  for  the  exist* 
ence  of  the  secret  plan  of  speedy  extermination  to  which  they 
were  parties.  The  habit  of  submissive  acquiescence  for  forty-five 
years  would  not  thus  suddenly  have  been  broken — they  would  not 
thus  have  dared  the  retributive  vengeance  of  the  whites — had  they 
not  been  persuaded  that,  in  a  few  days,  there  would  not  be  a  white 
nian  alive  to  execute  it. 

At  length  the  appointed  day  of  slaughter  came.  Twelve  hun- 
dred Tuscaroras,  separated  into  numerous  small  divisions,  entered 
upon  their  secret  march.     No  outward,  manifestation  of  hostility 

>  This  account  is  taken  from  the  baron^s  letter  to  Gov.  Hyde. 
»  Gale*8  letter  to  his  sister,  ante,  p.  888. 
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was  to  bo  8e6n :  individuals  were  sent  among  the  whites  to  recon- 
noitre, and,  as  usual,  entered  the  houses  of  their  doomed  victims 
as  friends.  As  night  approached,  larger  numbers  appeared,  as  if 
seeking  provisions ;  but  still  not  in  such  quantities  did  they  show 
themselves  as  to  beget  alarm.  At  the  dawn  of  day  they  impa- 
tiently waited  for  sunrise,  which  was  the  preconcerted  signal  for 
the  simultaneous  butchery.  As  soon  as  it  arrived,  those  in  the 
houses  of  the  whites — ^and  scarce  a  habitation  in  any  settlement  <rf 
the  province  was  at  that  moment  without  them — ^gave  a  whoop, 
which  was  instantly  responded  to  by  their  companions  lurking  in 
the  adjacent  woods,  and  the  frightful  work  of  blood  began.  The 
slaughter  was  indiscriminate,  and  the  wonder  is  that  any  white 
person  escaped.  Gray-haired  age,  and  vigorous  manhood,  and 
childhood's  helplessness,  all  fared  alike.  One  hundred  and  thirty 
victims  were  butchered  in  the  settlements  on  Koanoke.  The  Swiss 
and  palatines  around  Newborn,  to  the  number  of  sixty  and  more, 
were  murdered.  The  poor  Huguenots  of  Bath  and  its  vicinity,  to 
what  number  we  know  not,  fell  under  the  knife  or  the  tomahawk. 
Happy  he  who  could  hide  himself,  or  escape  from  the  scene  of 
horror.  But  soon  the  torch  was  applied  to  dwelling  and  store- 
house alike,  and  the  concealed  were  forced  from  their  hiding- 
places.  The  incarnate  fiends,  with  loud  yells,  then  marched  in 
their  several  divisions  through  the  forests  to  a  common  centre  pre- 
viously designated,  and,  infuriated  now  by  drunkenness,  staggered 
on  their  bloody  man-hunt  for  tlie  few  whites  who  had  escaped  the 
desolation  of  their  habitations.  They  formed  new  parties,  and 
scoured  the  country  north  of  Albemarle,  as  far  westward  as  the 
Chowan.  Whether  the  inhabitants  of  that  region  had  fled  on  a 
timely  warning,  furnished  by  rumor,  of  the  bloody  tragedy  on 
Neuse  and  Pamlico  (the  weakest  part  of  the  province  where  the 
slaughter  began),  wo  cannot  say,  but  no  particulars  have  reached 
us  of  the  extent  of  slaughter  there.  Tlie  carnage  lasted  for  three 
days,  and  terminated  at  last  from  the  disability  produced  in  the 
savage  by  th^  combined  effect  of  dnmkenness  and  fatigue.  The 
few  colonists  who  had  escaped  slaughter,  availing  themselves  of 
this  forced  suspension  of  wholesale  murder,  gatliered  together  as 
they  could  with  their  arms,  and  stunned  by  the  blow  they  had 
received,  attempted  at  first  nothing  more  than  to  collect  the  wo- 
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men  and  children  and  guard  them  night  and  day,  until  time  would 
enable  them  to  concert  other  measures. 

The  condition  of  the  province,  when  thus  assailed  by  the  sav- 
ages, could  not  well  have  been  more  unpropitious.  Faction  had 
so  long  been  rampant,  that  Governor  Hyde  saw  at  once  the  impos- 
sibility of  raising  troops  half  equal  in  number  to  the  Indians  who 
were  in  arms.  Nearly  one  half  of  the  people  in  the  province  were 
Quakers  professedly,  or  sympathized  with  tlie  Quakers,  because 
they  were  in  truth  the  dominant  party ;  and  association  with  them, 
though  but  nominal,  brought  with  it  exemption  from  church  tax- 
ation. The  bitterness  of  party  feeling  and  long-continued  mutual 
exasperation,  had  made  the  contending  factions  more  ready  to 
point  their  weapons  against  each  other  than  to  employ  them 
against  a  common  enemy.  The  picture  is  an  over-sad  one  as  pre- 
sented by  Colonel  Pollock.  He  represents  very  feelingly  the 
"  abundance  of  difficulty"  which  the  governor  had  to  encounter 
from  "the  divisions  and  diflferences  among  the  inhabitants  here 
and  the  Indian  war,  all  which"  (says  he)  "  I  believe  I  may  truly 
declare  hath  been  chiefly  occasioned  by and  some  few  evil- 
disposed  perso^is,  with  the  whole  body  of  the  Quakers,"  &c.  "  And 
albeit  these  Quakers  were  very  active  in  persuading  and  assisting 
the  people  to  rise  for  Colonel  Carey  against  Governor  Hyde,  yet 
now  in  this  Indian  war,  wherein  Neuse  and  Pamlico,  and  the  south 
and  southwest  shore  of  Chowan,  which  is  the  best  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment, are  in  great  danger  to  be  greatly  deserted,  yet  they 
neither  will  assist  themselves  nor  suffer  others ;  but  hinder  and 
dissuade  them  all  they  can,  they  having  great  influence  on  the 
common  people,  and  will  not  so  much  as  lend  their  arms  to  those 
who  are  willing  to  go,  and,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  hide  them 
for  fear  of  their  being  pressed."  ^  He  then  enumerates  the  trouble 
under  which  the  province  was  laboring,  as  follows :  "  An  Indian 
war  heavy  upon  us ;  the  public  some  thousand  pounds  in  debt," 
and  therefore  unable  to  pay  the  troops  who  went  out;  "  and  lastly, 
the  disobedience  and  stubbornness  of  the  people,  which  is  of  more 
consequence  than  any  of  the  rest,  and  chiefly  occasioned  by  these 
Quakers  and  some  few  other  evil-disposed  persons,  who  have  been 

>  Pollock  MSS. 
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a  plague  to  this  government  these  four  or  five  years  last  past,  and 
who  easily  may  be  known  by  Qovemor  Hyde's  reiterated  com- 
plaints against  them  to  your  lordships."  *  In  another  communica- 
tion he  thus  writes :  "  As  the  Quakers,  with  their  adherents,  have 
been  a  great  occasion  to  the  rise  of  the  war,  so  they,  with  two  or 
three  persons  more  (not  in  such  post  of  profit  and  trust  in  the  gov- 
ernment as  they  desired),  have  been  the  chief  cause  that  the  wsfr 
hath  not  been  carried  on  with  that  vigor  it  ought,  by  their  disobe- 
dience to  the  government  encouraging  others  to  disobey.  And 
in  several  precincts  they,  being  the  most  numerous  in  the  election 
fields,  chose  such  members  of  Assembly  as  opposed  chiefly  what 
was  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  war.  So  that  the  generality  of 
the  people  seeing  the  Quakers,  for  their  disobedience  and  opposi- 
tion to  the  government,  rise  actually  in  arms  and  attack  the  gov- 
ernment and  council,  yet  escape  without  any  manner  of  punish- 
ment, were  emboldened  to  do  the  like,  and  seemed  to  want  only 
one  to  head  them  to  carry  on  another  insurrection."*  Governor 
Spotswood  tells  a  similar  story.^ 

We  are  left  in  no  doubt  as  to  those  among  the  leading  Quakers 
whom  Governor  Hyde  had  denounced  to  the  lords  proprietors. 
During  Carey's  rebellion,  just  before  the  Indian  war  broke  out, 
the  governor,  by  their  lordsliips'  directions,  issued  a  proclamation, 
pardoning  all  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  revolt  of  Carey 
against  Hyde,  and  who  would  submit  peaceably  to  authority  ;  but 
from  the  benefit  of  this  act  of  clemency  were  specially  excepted 
Cai*ey,  the  two  Porters  (John  and  Edmund),  Roach,  Tillet,  and 
Emanuel  Low,  Archdale's  son-in-law.  "We  must  presume  their 
conduct  to  have  been  reprehensible  in  the  highest  degree,  for 
Archdale  himself  was  one  of  the  proprietors  when  these  direc- 
tions were  given.  The  records  of  the  governor  and  council  for 
1711  and  1712  also  show  that  Low  was  arrested,  brought  before 
the  council,  and  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  provost  marshal, 
for  his  conduct  "  in  stirring  up  sedition  and  rebellion  against  the 
government."*  It  also  appears  from  the  same  authority  that  a 
proclamation  had  been  issued,  offering  a  reward  of.  fifty  pounds 
for  his  apprehension,  and  that  the  individual  by  whom  he  was 

>  Pollock  MSS.  »  Spotawood  MSS. 

•  Ibid.  *  Council  Reoords,  in  the  secretary'ft  office,  July  12, 1712. 
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captured,  produced  the  prisoner  and  claimed  tlie  reward.  The 
fact  is,  that  Low,  though  a  "Friend,"  was  sometimes  ready  to 
fight.  We  find  on  the  minute-book  of  "  Friends"  that  he  was 
brought  under  discipline  for  his  propensities  in  this  particular; 
and  we  should  infer  that  he  was  quick  of  temper  and  indiscreet  in 
his  opposition  to  lawful  authority,  from  the  fact  also  appearing  on 
tiie  minute-book,  of  "  some  complaint  against  him  touching  gov- 
ernment.^^ ^  Indeed,  the  same  records  show  that  the  coercive,  not 
to  say  arbitrary,  power  of  the  governor  and  council,  were  not  un- 
frequently  exercised,  from  necessity,  in  carrying  on  the  war. 
Tlius,  vessels  and  boats  were  impressed  when  required,  corn  and 
other  food  was  taken  for  the  support  of  the  troops,  without  always 
consulting  the  wishes  of  the  owners.  Such,  too,  was  the  demand 
for  men,  that  those  under  recognizance  to  appear  at  court  and 
answer  to  indictments,  were  released  of  their  obligations  and  taken 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  attorney-general  by  the  council's  order  of 
a  noh  pro8.^  provided  they  would  enlist  and  take  the  field  against 
the  Indians.  The  only  class  of  men  in  whose  favor  an  exception 
seems  to  have  been  made,  was  the  blacksmiths ;  as  we  find  on  the 
records  that,  upon  petition  from  some  of  the  settlements  where 
there  was  but  one  artisan  of  that  trade,  representing  the  indispen- 
sable need  of  his  presence  at  his  forge,  the  council  excused  him 
from  going  to  the  wars.  But  with  all  the  efforts  made,  and  all 
the  means,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  that  could  be  devised,  the 
governor  still  saw  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  subdue  his 
savage  enemy.  The  combination  was  so  general  that  he  could 
not  secure  any  one  tribe  as  his  ally,  to  aid  in  conquering  the  rest ; 
and  beside,  the  Tuscaroras,  who  were  the  leaders,  had  double  the 
number  of  warriors  of  all  the  rest  combined.  But  without  Indian 
allies  he  could  hope  to  do  but  little.  The  battle,  whenever  it 
occurred,  was  not  to  be  fought  in  open  field  and  settled  by  strength 
and  prowess;  but,  after  the  manner  of  the  North  American  In- 
dian, his  enemy,  as  he  well  knew,  would  rely  as  much  on  strata- 
gem and  cunning  as  on  strengtli.  His  deadly  missile  would  be 
sent  from  behind  a  tree ;  and  if  driven  to  a  retreat,  his  refuge  and 
his  hiding-place  would  be  in  some  swamp  inaccessible  to  the  white 

>  Vide  ante,  p.  826. 
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man.  He  saw,  therefore,  that  he  must  get  Indian  allieB  from  « 
distance.  North  of  him  was  Virginia,  with  an  energetic  and  good 
governor ;  south  of  him,  the  settlements  in  what  is  now  South 
Carolina,  belonging  to  the  same  masters  as  those  whom  Albemarle 
acknowledged.  He  communicated  his  perilous  situation  to  both, 
and  asked  for  help.  To  tlie  latter  he  dispatched  without  delay  a- 
special  messenger,  Christopher  Gale,  with  an  account  of  his  con- 
dition. In  the  preliminary  documents  to  this  chapter  the  reader 
may  find  the  stoiy  the  messenger  told.*  Spotswood  (as  we  learn 
from  his  letter  to  the  council  of  trade  of  October  16, 1711),  appre- 
liensive  that  the  outbreak  of  the  Indians  might  extend  into  his 
own  government  if  not  suppressed,  and  anxious  also  to  save  his 
countiymen  in  Carolina,  sent  out  immediately  detachments  of  his 
militia  to  overawe  such  tiibes  as  were  tributary  to  Virginia,  and 
dissuade  them  from  joining  those  in  arms.  He  had  heard  dso 
that  some  few  of  the  Tuscarora  towns  in  Carolina  had  stood  aloof, 
refusing  to  be  concerned  in  the  massacre.  He  sent  to  them,  de- 
siring that  they  and  some  small  neighboring  tribes  would  meet 
him  the  next  week,  at  a  place  which  he  designated  on  the  fron- 
tiers. On  the  appointed  day  the  governor  was  at  Nottoway  town, 
with  a  disciplined  and  orderly  body  of  militia,  consifiting  of  six- 
teen hundred  men.  This  spectacle,  as  may  be  supposed,  impressed 
the  Indians  strongly,  for  it  evidently  surprised  them ;  and  they 
assured  Goveraor  Spotswood  of  their  desire  to  be  friends  with  the 
English.  They  left  him,  proposing  to  return  before  the  month 
closed  with  an  answer  to  his  propositicm  that  they  should  take  up 
arms  for  the  whites.  It  was  some  evidence  of  their  sincerity  that, 
on  Spotswood's  application,  they  consented  to  set  free  the  Baron 
de  Graffenreid,  whom  the  Tuscaroras  had  kept  as  a  prisoner  ever 
since  their  murder  of  Lawson,  some  five  weeks  before. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Indians,  when  the  Virginia  Assembly 
met,  upon  a  representation  of  the  State  of  Carolina,  the  House  ot 
Burgesses  petitioned  Spots  wood,  to  declare  war  against  the  Tusca- 
roras, and  voted  twenty  thousand  pounds  for  its  prosecution.  The 
council  concurred,  with  the  single  reservation,  that  if  such  of  the 
Tuscaroras  as  had  not  joined  in  the  massacre,  should  come  in,  and 

>  Ante,  p.  810. 
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agree  to  the  propositions  which  the  governor  had  made  to  them  at 
the  Nottoway  towns,  they  should  be  received  as  allies.  Tlicy  did 
come  in,  and  did  agree,  and  were  in  all  respects  willing  to  comply 
with  the  governor's  propositions ;  but  the  House  of  Burgesses,  acting 
as  some  of  them  afterward  acknowledged  on  technical  grounds,  for 
the  support  of  some  unimportant  punctilio,  involving  their  consist- 
ency or  supposed  dignity,  did  not  vote  the  proffered  appropriation 
of  twenty  thousand  pounds  in  the  army  bill  they  passed,  and  of 
course  Spotswood  could  do  nothing  toward  sending  his  troops  into 
Carolina.  He  succeeded,  however,  by  means  of  funds  furnished 
by  wealthy  individuals,  in  keeping  the  friendly  Tuscaroras  and 
some  of  the  smaller  tribes  quiet. 

De  Graffenreid,  whose  enlargement  he  had  been  able  to  ob- 
tain through  the  instrumentality  of  these  friendly  Tuscaroras,  was 
obliged,  before  they  would  let  him  go,  to  conclude  a  treaty  of 
neutrality  with  such  of  the  savages  as  were  in  arms.  Its  princi- 
pal terms  were,  that  the  baron  and  his  palatines  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  Tuscaroras  and  Cores  on  the  other,  should  preserve  friend- 
ship toward  each  other ;  that,  in  the  war  between  the  English  and 
the  Indians,  the  palatines  should  remain  neutral ;  that  the  baron 
should  take  up  no  land  without  the  consent  of  the  natives.  This 
treaty,  of  course,  was  very  distasteful  to  the  whites,  particularly 
when  they  found  that  De  Graffenreid  would  abide  by  it^  unless 
they  would  agree  to  furnish  him  and  his  palatines  with  food  and 
munitions  of  war,  in  which  case  he  avowed  his  readiness  to  arm 
his  people  and  take  the  field.  But  they  would  not  undertake  to 
furnish  supplies,  and  he  maintained  his  neutrality,  much  to  the 
advantage  of  the  province;  for  it  afforded  him  an  opportunity 
which  he  improved,  at  the  constant  risk  of  his  life,  to  discover 
and  communicate  to  the  whites  all  the  Indians'  plans.  This 
neutrality  alone  probably  saved  the  remnant  of  the  settlement 
at  what  is  now  Newbem  from  utter  extermination.  The  dan- 
ger of  discovery,  however,  was  so  constant  and  so  great,  that 
the  baron  would  gladly  have  removed  with  his  palatines  to  Vir- 
ginia. 

We  turn  now  from  Virginia,  to  relate  the  consequences  of  Gov- 
ernor Hyde's  appeal  for  aid  to  South  Carolina.  The  legislature, 
with  great  promptitude  and  liberality,  responded  to  the  cry  of 
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distress,  and  voted  both  men  and  money  readily.  Colonel  Bam- 
well  took  the  command  of  a  small  body  of  militia,  and  several 
hundred  Indians,  mostly  Yamassees,  and  entered  upon  the  long 
and  toilsome  march  through  the  then  wilderness,  between  Charles- 
ton and  Neuse  River.  While  they  were  on  their  way,  Gk)vemor 
Hyde  and  his  council  were  not  idle.  The  first  measure  was  to 
embody  the  militia,  as  far  as  faction  would  permit,  and  employ  a 
part  in  the  indispensable  work  of  guarding  and  protecting  such  of 
the  inhabitants  as  were  defenceless :  these  were  collected  in  tempo- 
rary forts  erected  in  the  country  around  Neuse  and  Pamlico,  and 
on  the  south  and  southwest  shore  of  Chowan ;  and  as  in  the  for- 
mer nearly  all  the  provision  had  been  destroyed,  Albemarle  had  to 
.  supply  the  sufferers  with  food. 

Tlie  residue  of  the  militia  were  kept  under  arms  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  their  allies  from  South  Carolina.  As  soon  as  they 
arrived  (and  their  expedition  was  remarkable),  a  junction  of  the 
forces  was  made,  and  they  assumed  an  aggressive  attitude.  The 
Indians,  as  soon  as  the  troops  of  the  province  approached,  collect- 
ed all  their  strength  into  one  body,  but  retreated  as  Barnwell  ad- 
vanced on  them.  He  pursued  and  came  up  with  them  on  the 
28th  of  January,  1712,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  present  county  of 
Cmven.  Here  they  had  erected,  on  the  shores  of  the  Neuse,  a 
strong  wooden  breastwork  or  palisade  fort,  about  twenty  miles  to 
the  westward  of  the  town  of  Newbem.  Receiving  at  this  place 
some  fresh  reinforcements,  they  marched  out  boldly  to  give  battle 
to  the  whites.  Barnwell,  however,  made  on  them  an  assault  so 
furious  that  he  defeated  them  with  great  slaughter.  More  than 
three  hundred,  Indians  were  killed,  and  one  hundred  were  made 
prisoners ;  how  many  were  wounded,  or  afterward  died  of  their 
wounds,  was  not  known.  The  survivors  retreated  into  their  fort, 
and  were  there  surrounded  by  the  troops  of  Barnwell. 

The  news  of  this  battle  was  very  animating  to  the  governor  and 
his  council  They  ordered  a  formal  vote  of  thanks,  first,  to  the 
government  of  South  Carolina,  for  sending  Barnwell  and  the 
troops ;  and  secondly,  they  deputed  two  of  their  members  to  con- 
vey the  thanks  of  the  board  to  Barnwell  personally,  "  for  his  great 
care,  diligence,  and  conduct."  They  next  resolved,  at  all  hazards, 
vigorously  to  prosecute  the  war,  and  entered  on  the  council  rec- 
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ords,  by  unanimous  vote,  the  principles  on- which  they  would 
conduct  it.    These  were : 

First — ^To  make  no  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Tuscaroras  until 
they  delivered  up,  alive  or  dead,  such  of  their  tribe  as  were  joined 
with  the  chief  Handcock,  who  was  notorious  as  a  leader  in  the 
late  massacre.  The  evidence  of  their  complicity  with  Handcock 
was  furnished  by  the  statement  of  Colonel  Barnwell  as  to  the 
quantity  of  English  goods,  clotliing,  and  scalps  he  found  among 
them. 

Secondly — ^That  as  to  Indians  belonging  to  those  towns  that 
actually  joined,  en  maasey  with  Handcock,  no  peace  should  be 
made  on  any  terms,  but  that  they  should  be  entirely  extirpated, 
"  according"  (say  they)  "  to  tlie  laudable  custom  of  South  Caro- 
lina." 

Thirdly — That  at  least  two  hundred  men  should  be  raised  for 
four  months'  service,  to  act  with  the  South  Carolina  troops,  and 
that  for  the  subsistence  of  the  whole  army,  magazines  of  supply 
should  be  established  where  Barnwell  mi^t  direct,  on  Neuse  and 
Pamlico  rivers. 

They  also  resolved  that  as  Chief-justice  Gale,  their  agent  in 
South  Carolina,  had  not  returned,  and  as  they  were  consequently 
ignorant  of  what  arrangements  or  obligations  he  had  entered  into 
on  their  behalf,  tliey  would  respectfully  ask  for  information  from 
South  Carolina  on  this  subject,  and  also  request  that  power 
might  be  given  to  Barnwell  to  concert  with  them  and  the  author- 
ities of  Virginia  such  measures  as  would  effectually  put  an  end 
to  Indian  massacres.*  Gale,  it  should  be  remarked,  had  not  been 
wanting  in  his  duty :  he  had  set  out  on  his  returi^,  but  was  pre- 
vented from  prosecuting  his  journey  by  causes  which  he  could 
not  control. 

Thus  far  all  seemed  prosperous,  and  Colonel  Barnwell  appears, 
on  the  records  of  the  country,  to  have  possessed  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  authorities  in  North  Cai'olina.  Tradition,  too, 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  has  preserved  a  most  respectful  re- 
membrance of  Barnwell.  The  author,  who  was  bom  near  the 
spot,  has  made  inquiry  of  the  most  aged  of  his  countrymen,  and 
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found  none  who,  in  that  region,  had  ever  heard  of  any  disparaging 
imputations  on  Colonel  Barnwell.  His  name  is  still  honorably 
retained  in  memory  by  this  same  Indian  fort  of  which  we  have 
just  spoken:  the  spot  where  it  stood  is  called  to  this  day  Fort 
Barnwell,  and  the  stone  arrow-heads,  turned  up  by  the  plough,  still 
show  the  site  of  the  battle-field.  But  the  truth  of  histoiy  requires 
of  us,  with  honest  impartiality,  to  say,  that  it  would  seem  from  the 
records  of  the  council  of  Nortli  Carolina,  of  May  9th,  1712,  some 
three  months  after  the  battle,  that  from  some  cause,  not  specific- 
ally mentioned,  the  authorities  of  the  province  were  not  satisfied 
with  Barnwell's  conduct  Their  minutes  state,  that  ^'by  divers 
concurring  informations"  it  appeared  to  them,  "that  Major-gen- 
eral Barnwell  has  been  very  remiss  in  the  execution  of  his  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  this  government  against  the  Indians."  And 
they  ordered,  that  "  if  v^pon  examinatiorC^  this  should  prove  true, 
his  misconduct  should  be  represented  to  the  government  of  South 
Carolina,  by  a  special  agent  to  be  sent  for  that  purpose.  We  can- 
not find  upon  our  records  that  any  such  "examination"  was  ever 
made ;  but  on  the  minutes  of  June  2,  1712,  it  appears  that  James 
Foster  was  appointed  as  agent  to  represent  to  South  Carolina  the 
present  state  of  the  Indian  war,  "  and  the  late  management,"  and 
to  solicit  further  aid. 

We  have  made  diligent  research  to  find,  from  other  sources,  the 
cause  of  this  altered  feeling  toward  Barnwell ;  and  from  the  let- 
ters of  Governor  Spotswood^  Governor  Hyde,  and  Colonel  Pol- 
lock, we  gatlier  that  in  two  particulars  his  conduct  was  com- 
plained of. 

First,  it  was  alleged  that  after  the  Indians  had  retreated  to  their 
fort,  and  were  surrounded  by  his  men,  he  had  them  completely 
in  his  power,  and  might,  by  extermhiating  them,  have  put  an  end 
to  the  war;  but  notwithstanding  this,  and  notwithstanding  also 
that  Colonel  Mitchell  had  raised  a  battery  within  eleven  yards  of 
the  fort,  and  mounted  it  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  surrounding 
also  a  portion  of  the  palisade  with  combustibles,  he  nevertheless 
made  a  treaty  with  the  savages  thus  beleaguered,  and  permitted 
them  to  escape. 

Secondly,  it  was  stated  that,  after  the  treaty,  he  violated  good 
faith  by  permitting  his  men  to  fall  upon  the  towns  of  those 
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Indians  with  whom  he  had  made  peace,  and  thus  renewed  the 


.  1 


war/ 

These  gentlemen,  Spotswood,  Hyde,  and  Pollock,  were  all,  as 
we  believe,  upright  men ;  still,  it  is  but  justice  to  state  the  cir- 
cumstances which  tend  to  show  how  far  they  may  unconsciously 
have  been  a£fected  by  their  personal  feelings  toward  Barnwell, 
and  thus  been  led  to  look  more  unfavorably  than  they  would 
otherwise  have  done  on  his  conduct 

Governor  Spotswood  knew  nothing  of  him  personally.  His  in- 
formation came  from  Governor  Hyde  and  Colonel  Pollock,  and 
therefore  is  but  a  reiteration  of  their  opinions,  honestly  uttered  by 
them,  though,  possibly,  somewhat  colored  by  an  undetected  pre- 
judice. Their  opinions  were  received  implicitly  by  Spotswood, 
from  the  confidence  which  he  very  justly  reposed  in  them  as 
honorable  men,  who  would  not  wilfuU/y  or  knowingly  misrep- 
resent. 

Governor  Hyde  and  Barnwell  were  not  on  the  best  of  terms. 
This,  under  the  circumstances,  was  but  natural :  the  one  was  gov- 
ernor of  the  province,  and,  as  such,  commander  of  North  Carolina 
troops ;  but  Barnwell  was  independent  of  his  control,  and  com- 
manded the  men  of  South  Carolina  who  had  come  to  the  rescue, 
and  done  an  important  service.  It  gave  him,  therefore,  in  the 
crisis  of  the  times,  a  position  which  temporarily  exalted  him  above 
Hyde.  He  had  done  what  Hyde  was  obliged  to  confess  he  could 
not  do :  he  had  struck  a  heavy  blow  in  punishing  the  Indians, 
and  thus  given  some  security  for  the  presei-vation  of  the  lives  of 
North  Carolinians  thereafter ;  and  men's  minds  at  that  time  were 
very  naturally  fixed  on  the  consideration  of  how  life  was  to  be 
preserved  among  the  savages.     Hyde,  we  think,  felt  this. 

As  to  Colonel  Pollock,  one  of  the  most  influential  and  best  men 
the  province  had,  he  had  resided  in  it  for  many  years ;  and,  unlike 
Spotswood  and  Hyde,  he  had  been  forced  into  party  strifes  and 

1  Wo  have  endeavored  to  frame  our  story  here,  as  fur  as  possible,  from  the  original 
manuscript  records ;  for  these  have  shown  us  the  gross  inaccuracy  of  some  of  the  earlier 
printed  accounts.  Williamson,  for  instance,  has  no  authority,  that  we  can  find,  for  staying 
that  Barnwell  desired  to  throw  the  odium  of  the  Indian  war  on  Hyde,  hteattse  he  coeeUd 
hU  place  of  governor.  North  Carolinians  do  not  recognize  Williamson^s  work  as  a  history 
of  their  State.  It  is  inaccurate  in  a  great  many  particulars ;  and  sometime.*,  a«  the  pres- 
ent writer  can  testify,  when  there  is  proof  that  the  original  record  was  lying  before  him. 
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collisions  from  time  to  time,  and  knew  thoroughly  every  leading 
man  in  the  province,  whether  friend  or  foe.  He  had  been  obliged 
to  know  them  for  years.  The  reader  will  doubtless  recollect  the 
unwavering  loyalty  and  constancy  with  which  he  maintained  the 
authority  of  the  lords  proprietors  in  all  the  civil  commotions  of 
the  province,  and  more  especially  in  the  rebellion  of  Carey,  his 
opposition  to  which  caused  his  banishment  to  Virginia.  From 
that  exile  he  had  returned  to  his  home  on  the  accession  of  Hyde 
but  a  few  months  before ;  and  it  was  more  than  could  be  expected 
of  human  nature  that  he  should  look  with  aught  but  angry  and 
suspicious  feelings  at  Carey  or  any  of  his  abettors.  Now  Moseley 
was  throughout  one  of  Carey's  supporters,  and  his  chief  adviser ; 
and  from  Pollock's  own  letters  we  learn  that  he  believed  a  strong 
intimacy  and  confidence  had  grown  up  secretly  and  suddenly  be- 
tween Barnwell  and  Moseley.  It  was  hence  scarcely  possible  that 
in  his  ignorance  of  the  relation  between  them  he  should  suspect 
it  to  be  of  the  most  dangerous  Mud,  and  for  the  worst  purposes. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  but  look  on  Barnwell  with  suspicious  dis- 
trust. It  was,  consequently,  not  difficult  for  him  to  convince  him- 
self that  Barnwell  had  permitted  the  easy  escape  of  the  Indians, 
under  the  treaty,  for  a  sinister  purpose.  And  when  these  Indians 
in  a  very  short  time  renewed  their  hostilities,  he  thought  he  saw 
that  purpose.  We  must  not  forget,  however,  that  Barnwell  may 
have  had  no  such  sinister  purpose.  He  may  have  made  the  treaty 
very  honestly,  and,  as  he  supposed,  for  causes  quite  sufficient ;  at 
any  rate,  it  is  but  fair  to  let  him  state  his  motives  for  himself. 
In  his  letter  to  Hyde  he  stated  that  he  and  his  men  were  destihite 
of  provisions  ;  they  could  not,  therefore,  have  carried  on  a  siege 
of  any  length,  nor  kept  the  field  for  any  time.  Now  the  records 
of  the  council  of  North  Carolina  show  that  this  cause  did,  at  that 
moment,  actually  exist.  He  himself  was  wounded,  an<d  had  to 
send  to  Charleston  for  a  sloop  to  convey  himself  and  his  dis- 
abled men  home  by  water ;  while,  had  he  attempted  to  carry  on 
the  war,  he  knew  he  must  do  it  with  diminished  forces ;  for  Chal- 
mers informs  us  (and  he  wrote  with  access  to  the  official  docu- 
ments of  the  day),  that  his  Indian  allies,  according  to  the  usual 
savage  custom,  had  left  him  in  large  numbers  immediately  after 
the  battle,  to  return  to  South  Carolina,  there  to  mourn  the  loss  ot 
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their  slain  warriore,  and  to  sell  their  prieoners  as  slares.*  As  to 
[ftome  of  his  Indians  who  remained  falling  on  the  Tnscaroras  who 
had  made  the  treaty  with  him,  that  may  be  true.  But  we  think 
Spotswood  was  entirely  misinformed  when  he  attributed  this 
breach  of  faith  to  Barnwell,  who  was  not  with  them  then.  We 
believe  they  were  instigated  by  the  same  men  who  first  incited 
the  Tuscaroras  to  the  massacre, — the  adkermts  of  the  Carey  foe- 
tion.  They  first  brought  on  the  war ;  they  had  an  interest  in  con- 
tinuing it:  Barnwell  had  none,  and  especially  with  diminished 
forces.  There  is  something  suspicious,  too,  in  the  long  interval 
that  is  permitted  to  elapse  between  the  time  of  the  treaty,  Janu- 
ary, 1712,  and  the  period  when  the  council  of  Carolina  first  notice 
the  supposed  treason  in  it,  May,  1712.  The  treaty  was  no  secret 
during  all  this  period ;  the  imputed  consequences  showed  them- 
selves some  four  months  before  the  council  said  a  word;  and 
when  they  did  speak,  they  confessed  that  they  had  made  no  "  ex- 
amination" of  the  facts,  important  as  they  were  to  the  country. 
They  never,  so  far  as  our  records  afford  evidence,  made  the  official 
complaint  to  South  Carolina  which  was  to  follow,  if,  on  examina- 
tion, they  found  Barnwell*  guilty.  Mr.  Rivers  shows  us  that  the 
South  Carolina  authorities  did  not  appear  to  think  that  Barnwell 
had  been  guilty  of  misconduct ;  for,  according  to  his  history,  but 
for  the  injuries  he  had  received  in  the  first  expedition,  he  would 
doubtless  have  been  appointed  to  command  the  second  that  was 
sent  to  North  Carolina.*  Barnwell  filled  various  important  places 
of  trust  afterward  in  South  Carolina,  and  we  know  not  of  any 
distrust  his  countrymen  showed  toward  him. 

He  may  be,  as  some  have  thought,  in  some  slight  degree  cen- 
surable for  not  controlling  his  Indians  after  the  battle,  and  pre- 
venting their  attack  on  the  Tuscaroras ;  but  if  he  be,  the  censure 
must  be  shared  by  every  oflScer  who  ever  commanded  North 
American  Indians  as  allies.  After  a  victory  they  will  be  con- 
trolled by  no  one.  On  the  whole,  our  conviction  is,  that  for  the 
renewal  of  the  war,  Ga/rey^s  adherents  are  far  more  responsible 
than  Colonel  Barnwell. 

But  on  whomsoever  may  rest  that  guilt,  so  it  was  that  the  waf 

1  Hist,  of  Revolt,  vol.  i.  p.  iOS.  *  Riyen*  Hhtt.  Sketches  of  S.  Carolina,  p.  854. 
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was  almost  immediately  resumed  by  the  Indians,  with  greater  rage 
and  more  atrocious  cruelties.  The  Assembly  met  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1712,  and  now  saw  that  every  thing  was  at  stake ;  in  fact, 
that  the  contest  was  for  existence ;  and  so  they  voted  four  thousand 
pounds  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  dispatched  a  messenger  to  tlie 
Sapona  Indians  to  engage  them  if  possible  as  allies.  They  ordered 
a  fort  to  be  built  at  Core  Sound,  and  gamsoned  with  thirty  men ; 
this  was  called  Fort  Hyde,  and  was  meant  to  overawe  tlie  Core 
Lidians.  Another  was  directed  to  be  constructed  on  Tor  [Taw] 
River,  at  the  plantation  of  a  Mr.  Beading,  and  ten  men  were 
placed  in  it.  Their  next  step  was  once  more  to  solicit  help  from 
Virginia  and  South  Carolina.  Governor  Spotswood  exerted  him-* 
self  to  afford  relief,  but  the  principal  aid  came,  as  before,  from 
South  Carolina. 

As  if  the  renewal  of  the  war  were  not  chastisement  enough  of 
these  people,  who  had  been  so  long  quarrelling  among  themselves, 
it  pleased  Providence  about  this  time  to  send  on  them  other  calam- 
ities. They  were  alarmed  by  the  prospect  that  the  Senecas  and 
the  others  of  the  Iroquois  Five  Nations  of  New  York  were  about  to 
come  down  and  join  their  Tuscarora  brethren  in  the  destruction  of 
Carolina.  This  caused  them  anxiety,  and,  what  in  their  impover- 
ished condition  was  worse,  cost  some  money.  Added  to  this,  was 
the  fearful  visitation  of  epidemic  disease  which  scourged  them, 
for  the  first  time  in  their  history,  in  the  form  of  yellow  fever. 
Men  fell  before  it  like  the  leaves  in  autumn,  and  it  sadly  dimin- 
ished their  little  remaining  strength.  And  finally,  among  its  vic- 
tims was  to  be  numbered,  at  a  time  when  he  could  least  be  spared, 
their  governor.     He  died  on  the  8th  of  September,  1712. 

Amid  this  coiftplication  of  calamities,  the  council  met,  and,  on 
the  12th  of  September,  elected  Colonel  Pollock  as  president  and 
commander-in-chief.  This  gentleman  had,  on  former  occasions, 
when  the  governor  died,  been  appointed  chief  by  his  co-deputies ; 
but  he  had  uniformly  declined  the  office.  But  now,  the  earnest 
importunities  of  the  council  were  added  to  his  sense  of  what  he 
owed  the  country  and  the  lords  proprietors,  and  he  immediately 
informed  their  lordships  that  his  real  desire  to  serve  her  majesty, 
the  proprietors,  and  the  afflicted  people  of  Carolina,  together  with 
the  importunity  of  the  council,  had  forced  him  to  accept  of  the 
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administration  at  this  period  of  insuperable  difficulties,  when  in 
more  peaceable  times  he  had  declined  it* 

He  could  have  had  no  personal  motives  to  prompt  his  accept- 
ance, for  there  certainly  was  nothing  in  the  presidency  then,  either 
to  tempt  or  reward  ambition.  The  picture  which  he  presented  to 
the  lords  proprietors,  in  his  first  communication,  was  disheartening 
enough.  The  government  was  bankrupt,  the  people  impoverished, 
faction  abundant,  the  settlements  on  Neuse  and  Pamlico  de- 
stroyed, houses  and  property  burned,  plantations  abandoned^ 
trade  in  ruins,  no  cargoes  for  the  few  small  vessels  that  came,  the 
Indian  war  renewed,  not  men  enough  for  soldiers,  no  means  to  pay 
them,  the  whole  available  force  under  arms  but  one  hundred  and 
thirty  or  forty  men,  and  food  for  the  whole  province  to  be  supplied 
from  the  northern  counties  of  Albemarle  only.'  This  was  indeed 
a  fearful  accumulation  of  difficulties,  and  the  prospect  of  their  re- 
moval almost  hopeless,  from  the  systematic  opposition  of  Carey's 
old  adherents  and  nearly  the  whole  body  of  Quakers. 

We  have  been  struck,  in  this  part  of  our  story,  with  the  evi- 
dence afforded  of  the  sagacity,  judgment,  firmness,  and  loyalty  to 
the  proprietors  of  Pollock  in  this  trying  situation.  He  knew,  of 
couree,  that  he  must  have  Indian  forces,  and  that  they  must  come 
chiefly  from  abroad.  Therefore,  as  Hyde  had  done  before  liim,  he 
turned  to  Virginia  and  South  Carolina ;  nor  did  he  in  his  applica- 
tion conceal  his  poverty,  but  frankly  said  that  he  could  make  no 
stipulations  for  payment,  because  he  did  not  know  that  he  could 
fulfil  them.  When  Virginia  asked,  as  security  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  her  expenses,  a  mortgage  of  the  proprietors'  lands  on  the 
Roanoke,  he  was  loyal  to  their  lordships,  though  then  suffering 
grievously  from  their  neglect,  and  answered  at  once  that  he  had 
no  authority  to  hypothecate  their  lands,  and  could  find  no  justifi- 
cation in  his  necessities  for  doing  that  which  was  not  included  in 
his  powers  as  a  trustee.  Nay,  he  was  watchful  even  of  their  honor. 
When  Governor  Spotswood  had  succeeded  in  getting  some  of 
the  TusQarora  chiefs  (few  in  number),  whose  towns  had  not  en- 
gaged in  the  war,  to  meet  him  in  Virginia,  Pollock  sent  Gale  and 
Knight,  the  chief-justice  and  secretary,  to  attend  the  conference, 

'  1  PoUook  MSS.  •  Ibid. . 
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lest  Spotswood  should  make  a  treaty  for  Carolina  with  them — an 
act  "that  would  be  dishonorable  to  your  lordships"  (says  he), 
"  and  make  vs  appear  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indians." 

So,  too,  apprehensive  that  the  Five  Nations  of  New  York  might 
come  down  to  join  the  Tusearoras,  he  took  pains  to  keep  himself 
apprised  of  their  movements,  and,  by  Indian  messengers,  commu- 
nicated with  Schuyler,  the  New  York  agent,  on  that  Subject,  and 
secured  his  influence  to  keep  the  northeiTi  Indians  quiet.  When 
a  Seneca,  who  had  straggled  down  to  Carolina  and  joined  in  the 
war,  was  made  prisoner,  Pollock  ransomed  him,  treated  him 
kindly,  sent  him  by  water  to  New  York,  and  so  returned  him  to 
liis  home. 

He  knew  the  Carolina  Indians  well,  and  by  his  sagacity  kept  in 
a  state  of  neutrality  some  of  the  Tuscarora  head  men,  particulai-ly 
a  noted  chief  called  Tom  Blunt,  and  finally  succeeded  in  obtain* 
ing  an  interview  with  him  and  others,  and  so  convinced  them  that 
it  was  their  interest  to  take  part  with  the  whites,  that  they  sought 
at  his  hands  a  treaty  which  should  bind  them  to  a  peaceful  de- 
meanor. Here  his  firmness  and  sound  judgment  was  shown  by 
peremptorily  refusing  to  talk  of  a  treaty,  until  they  had  given 
some  pledge  of  their  honesty  by  bringing  to  him,  alive  or  dead, 
certain  Tuscarora  chiefs  who  were  leaders  in  the  war,  and  noto- 
rious for  their  cruelties.  They  promised  to  do  it;  but  he  guarded 
against  their  treachery  while  he  seemed  to  trust  them,  and  silently 
acted  as  if  he  were  sure  they  meant  to  prove  faithless  to  their 
promise.  We  cannot  but  consider  it  a  fortunate  event  for  the 
province  that  Pollock  was  elected  to  the  presidency  upon  Hyde's 
death,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  other  member  of  the  council 
could  have  been  found  who  could  have  brought  as  much  of  sound 
judgment  and  personal  influence  to  the  relief  of  the  distracted  set- 
tlement. He  was  energetic  and  unwearied  in  his  efforts,  and  dis- 
interested in  his  plans  and  purposes.  One  proof  of  the  confidence 
felt  in  him  was,  that  though  he  had  always  openly  opposed  the 
Carey  faction,  to  which  the  Quakers  adhered ;  and  although,  under 
Hyde  and  his  predecessor,  the  measures  for  protecting  the  colony, 
either  by  means  of  men  or  money,  had  been  uniformly  resisted  and 
thwarted  by  the  Quakers, — ^yet  in  a  little  time,  under  Pollock's 
government,  he  had  so  far  subdued  this  factious  spirit  of  opposi- 
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tion  that  he  was  able  to  say  of  the  Quakers,  that,  "  though  very  re- 
fractory and  ungoveraable  in  Mr.  Glover's  and  Governor  Hyde's 
administrations,  yet,  since  I  have  been  concerned,  I  must  needs' 
acknowledge  they  have  been  as  ready  (especially  in  supplying 
provisions  for  the  forces)  as  any  others  in  the  government."  * 

Not  long  after  his  election,  President  Pollock  received  the  grat- 
ifjdng  intelligence  that  the  Assembly  at  Charleston  had,  with  great 
promptitude,  directed  Craven,  the  governor,  to  send  immediately 
to  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bath  county  a  force  of  a  thousand 
Indians  and  fifty  whites,  imder  the  command  of  Colonel  James 
Moore.  The  governor,  with  equal  readiness,  complied  with  these 
directions,  and  in  his  anxiety  to  expedite  the  succors,  marched 
with  the  men  as  far  as  to  the  boundary  of  the  two  settlements. 

Virginia  also  voted  the  sum  of  thirty-five  hundred  pounds  to 
assist  the  Carolinians  in  carrying  on  the  war,  and  placed  the  dis- 
posal of  it  at  the  discretion  of  Governor  Spotswood.  They  also 
appropriated  six  hundred  pounds  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase 
and  immediate  transmission  of  blankets  and  clothing  for  the  Car- 
olina troops. 

While  these  matters  were  in  progress  in  the  neighboring  prov- 
inces, Pollock  was  not  idle.  He  had  an  interview  with  Tom  Blunt, 
head  man  of  the  Tuscaroras,  and  some  of  his  chiefs.  They  came 
(probably  with  the  knowledge  of  the  rest  of  their  tribe,  who  were 
not  ignorant  of  the  expected  help  from  Virginia  and  South  Caro- 
lina) to  induce  the  president  to  consent  at  once  to  a  cessation  of 
hostilities,  and  the  restoration  of  trade.  Pollock  saw  through  their 
motives,  and  knew  that  if  the  succors  from  Virginia  and  the  south 
were  prevented  from  coming,  he  had  no  security  that  the  Indians 
would  remain  peaceful  for  a  single  day.  He  therefore  absolutely 
refused  to  listen  to  the  proposals  for  peace,  unless  Tom  Blunt  would 
engage,  as  a  preliminary  on  his  part,  to  bring  to  him  Handcock, 
the  leader  of  the  hostile  Indians,  and  the  scalps  of  six  odiers  who 
were  known  to  have  been  uncommonly  active  in  the  massacre. 
Blunt  promised  to  do  so,  and  asked  ammunition  for  that  purpose. 
The  president  refused  to  supply  him,  unless  he  would  first  bring 
him  twelve  hostages  from  each  of  his  towns  or  forts.    To  this  also 
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Blunt  agreed,  and  left  with  a  promise  of  returning  on  a  certain 

.  day  to  fulfil  his  engagements ;  and  engaged  then  to  go  with  Gale 

and  Knight,  the  agents  of  Carolina,  to  see  Spotswood,  in  Virginia. 

On  the  day  appointed,  Blunt  came  with  a  few  of  his  men,  and 
said  one  of  his  followers  had  seen  Handcock  on  Pamlico  River, 
but  with  so  large  a  number  of  his  adherents  that  he  could  not  then 
secure  him ;  that  he  was,  however,  going  soon  with  a  large  party 
in  quest  of  him ;  that  he  would  persuade  Handcock  to  hunt  with 
them,  and  thus  get  him  alone,  when  he  would  seize  him  and  bring 
him  to  the  president,  after  which  he  would  go  to  Virginia. 

Of  course  Pollock  was  disposed  to  put  but  little  confidence  in  a 
savage  who  thus,  unblushingly,  avowed  his  purposed  treachery  to- 
ward a  kinsman  and  a  countryman.  But  he  saw  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  act  with  great  caution.  He  had  a  delicate  business  to  man- 
age. He  was  well  aware  of  the  policy  of  keeping  the  Tuscaroras 
divided,  and  preventing  Tom  Blunt  and  his  party  from  adding  to 
the  strength  of  the  enemy.  Whatever,  therefore,  might  have  been 
his  disgust  for,  and  distnist  of,  this  lying  savage,  it  was  indispensa- 
ble to  conceal  it,  lest  the  Indian,  finding  that  he  had  notliing  to 
hope  for  or  gain  from  the  whites,  should  immediately  join  his  men 
to  those  of  Handcock. 

At  last,  after  some  days,  the  negotiation  was  completed  between 
the  president  and  Blunt,  on  the  25th  of  November,  1712.  Prelim- 
inary articles  of  peace  were  entered  into  by  Blimt  and  five  chiefs 
who  were  his  retainers.  By  these  they  engaged,  first,  to  make 
war  against  the  Cotechneys  (in  Greene  county) ;  the  Gores  (in  Cra- 
ven and  Carteret) ;  the  Neuse  and  Bear  Biver  Indians  (also  in 
Craven) ;  and  the  Pamlicos  on  Tor  [Taw]  River,  and  not  to  give 
quarter  to  any  individual  of  these  tribes  who  was  over  the  age  of 
fourteen  years ;  and  when  these  were  destroyed,  they  further  en- 
gaged to  join  the  whites  in  an  attack  on  tlie  Matchapungos. 

Next  they  engaged  to  surrender  all  the  prisoners,  arms,  horses, 
and  negroes  that  had  been  taken  from  the  English  (all  stolen),  and 
to  forbear  hunting  near  the  plantations,  without  leave  first  obtained ; 
and,  with  leave,  in  no  greater  number  than  three  in  one  party ; 
and  to  relinquish  entirely  all  claim  to  the  lands  on  the  south  side 
of  Neuse  River,  and  below  Cotechney  and  Bear  creeks,  on  the 
north  side  of  Pamlico  River 
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They  furtlier  bound  themselves,  after  a  general  peace,  to  pay 
snch  a  tribute  as  should  be  agreed  on,  and  that  no  individual  in- 
jury should  be  the  cause  of  general  hostilities,  but  should  be  ex- 
amined into  and  redressed  equitably,  by  persons  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

They  also  bound  themselves  to  deliver  to  the  president,  at  his 
residence,  before  the  next  full  moon,  six  of  the  principal  women 
and  children  from  each  of  their  towns,  as  hostages  for  their  faith- 
ful fulfilment  of  the  treaty. 

Finally,  they  promised  to  spare  no  endeavors  to  bring  in  alive 
to  some  of  their  towns  ten  Indians,  named  in  the  treaty,  who  had 
been  most  conspicuous  in  the  massacre.  These  they  were  to  put 
to  death,  and  that  the  whites  might  be  sure  execution  was  done 
upon  them,  it  was  agreed  that  the  captors  should  send  two  Indian 
runners  to  Fort  Reading,  who  should,  for  their  own  protection, 
make  a  signal  by  displaying  a  white  cloth  and  giving  two  Indian 
whoops ;  and  should  then  escort  such  whites  as  might  be  sent  from 
the  garrison  to  see  the  murderers  put  to  death. 

Pollock  had  managed  matters  adroitly  in  securing  such  terms 
before  any  of  his  allies  reached  Carolina,  though  probably  their 
anticipated  arrival  facilitated  his  negotiations.  Scarcely,  however, 
had  these  preliminaries  been  agreed  on  and  concluded,  before  the 
men  under  Colonel  Moore  arrived ;  and  this  compelled  him  imme- 
diately to  direct  his  attention  to  another  object.  Moore  and  his 
men  were  on  the  Neuse.  How  were  they  to  be  fed  ?  The  plan- 
tations there,  and  on  Pamlico,  had  been  destroyed.  There  was  no 
food  even  for  the  few  inhabitants  left :  they  were  fed  from  Albe- 
marle. Pollock  saw  no  alternative  but  to  request  Moore  to  march 
his  men  into  Albemarle  for  a  time.  The  primary  object  of  this 
was  their  support ;  a  secondary  one  was  to  allow  some  little  time 
to  observe  how  far  Tom  Blunt  and  his  retainers  meant  to  keep  the 
treaty  they  had  made.  If  they  made  war  on  the  Cotechneys, 
Cores,  and  others,  as  they  had  promised,  it  would  enable  the 
province  to  direct  all  their  efforts  against  the  Tuscaroras.  But 
none  better  knew  than  the  president  that  the  occupancy  of  Albe- 
marle, by  Moore's  men,  was  a  measure  fraught  with  danger.  One 
thousand  savages,  unoccupied,  and  requiring  daily  food,  was  a 
dangerous  element  to  introduce  into  Albemarle.    TTiere  was,  how- 
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ever,  no  alternative ;  and,  as  the  president  expected,  it  required  all 
Moore's  influence  to  keep  the  savages  within  any  bounds,  and  all 
his  own  to  prevent  the  people  of  Albemarle  from  turning  their 
weapons  against  these  copper-colored  allies,  rather  than  against 
their  enemies. 

However,  the  two  gentlemen  contrived  to  prevent  an  open  rup- 
ture, and  waited  until  the  middle  of  January,  1713,  to  give  Blunt 
an  opportunity  of  showing  his  sincerity.  At  the  time  just  named 
the  whole  body  took  up  their  line  of  mar^h,  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
Albemarle  planters,  and  halted  at  Fort  Eeading,  on  the  south  side 
of  Pamlico.  Here  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  detained  them  until  the 
4:th  of  February.  The  Indians  had  built  a  fort  near  the  village  of 
Snow  Hill,  the  county  seat  of  Greene,  which  they  called  Ndhucke, 
Into  this,  on  Moore's  approach,  they  retired,  and  here  on  the  20th 
of  March  the  colonel  laid  siege  to  the  place,  and  in  a  few  days  be- 
came master  of  it. 

A  large  number  of  the  Indians  was  killed,  and  eight  hundred 
prisoners  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors.  Moore  lost  but 
fifty-eight  men,  of  whom  thirty-six  were  Indians;  his  wounded 
amounted  to  eighty,  among  whom  were  twenty-four  whites.  The 
South  Carolina  Indians,  acting  precisely  as  they  had  done  under 
Barnwell  in  the  previous  expedition,  secured  as  many  slaves 
among  the  captured  as  they  could,  and  forthwith  set  out  for 
Charleston ;  but  one  hundred  and  eighty  remained  with  Moore. 
Small  as  was  this  force,  Moore,  on  conference  with  the  president, 
was  determined  to  keep  his  force  in  the  settlement.  The  enemy 
had  received  a  blow  so  damaging,  that  they  could  not  recover 
from  it  speedily,  and  were  consequently  greatly  disheartened.  Both 
the  gentlemen  knew  this,  and  resolved  not  to  lose  their  prestige,  but 
to  wait  their  opportunity,  and  follow  up  the  first  blow  with  anotlier 
and  another,  until  they  forced  submission  from  the  savages.  One 
lesson  the  latter  had  learned,  and  it  destroyed  their  confidence. 
They  found  that  their  rude  palisade  forts  afibrded  them  no  se- 
curity. 

But  the  enemy  were  too  much  intimidated  to  aflford  an  oppor- 
tunity of  striking  another  blow.  Such  as  escaped  from  Nahucke 
fled  to  another  fort,  about  forty  miles  distant,  which  they  called 
Cahicnke^  but  did  not  dare  to  await  tliere  Moore's  approach. 
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They  abandoned  the  fort:  the  greater  part  of  them  ascended 
the  Roanoke,  and  finally,  leaving  the  province,  joined  the  Five 
Nations  of  the  Iroquois,  in  New  York,  thenceforth  making  the 
sixth. 

On  the  16th  of  April  the  council  met,  when  Colonel  Moore,  by 
request,  was  present.  On  an  examination,  it  was  found  that  there 
were  in  the  whole  province  but  eight  hundred  bushels  of  com  and 
thirty-two  barrels  of  meat,  while  all  they  could  hope  to  obtain  in 
addition,  by  the  most  vigorous  eflforts,  was  but  fourteen  hundred 
bushels  more ;  and  beside  this,  Governor  Craven  had  written  that 
he  was  about  to  dispatch  to  them  two  hundred  additional  Indians. 
The  province,  it  was  evident,  could  not  hope  to  carry  on  a  new 
campaign  of  much  vigor ;  and  as  the  Indians,  smarting  under  the 
punishment  they  had  received,  were  willing  to  make  peace,  it  was 
thought  best  to  terminate  the  contest. 

A  treaty  of  peace  was  therefore  concluded  with  the  surviving 
Tuscaroras.  Tom  Blunt,  as  the  reward  of  his  fidelity  to  the  Eng- 
lish, was  made  king  and  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  Indians  on 
the  south  side  of  Pamlico  River,  under  the  protection  of  the  pro- 
vincial government,  and  a  firm  and  lasting  peace  was  agreed  on 
between  him  and  all  the  tribes  that  might  be  under  his  authority. 
Henceforth  he  was  known  in  our  provincial  history  as  King  Blunt. 
On  his  part,  he  agreed  to  deliver  up  to  the  whites,  twenty  of  the 
chief  contrivers  and  ringleaders  of  the  massacre,  who  were  to  be 
named  by  the  government.  He  undertook,  also,  to  pursue  and 
destroy  the  Cotechneys  and  Matchapungos,  and  indeed  all  the 
other  tribes  that  might  go  to  war  with  the  English.  Finally,  he 
was  to  attend  the  next  Assembly,  and  bring  three  hostages  from 
each  of  his  towns. 

The  war  was  now  well-nigh  over.  In  April  the  Matchapungos 
made  an  inroad  on  Alligator  River,  in  the  western  part  of  the 
precinct  of  Crn'rituck,  and  killed  some  twenty  of  the  whites. 
Colonel  Moore  sent  some  of  his  Indians  to  protect  that  settlement, 
and  there  was  no  more  trouble  in  that  quarter.  When  the  As- 
sembly met,  King  Blunt  brought  in  the  hostages  as  agreed  on, 
and  the  treaty  was  confinned  by  the  legislature.  The  ^^ictory 
over  the  savages  at  Naliucke^  and  the  treaty  consequent  thereon, 
happened  at  a  most  auspicious  period ;  for  it  was  found  aft^r- 
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ward  that  the  Five  Nations  were  just  on  the  eve  of  joining  the 
Tuscaroras.* 

The  war  having  been  thus,  in  effect,  ended,  there  followed  the 
invariable  consequence  of  all  wars,  in  the  inquiry  how  the  ex- 
penses it  had  necessitated  were  to  be  defrayed.  There  was  a 
huge  debt  due  from  the  province,  and  no  money  in  the  treasury. 
The  plan  adopted  was  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  as  we  have  explained 
in  our  chapter  on  trade  and  navigation.  This  was  the^«^  emis- 
sion by  North  Carolina.  South  Carolina  had  previously  put  into 
circulation  such  a  currency,  and  some  of  the  paper  had  found  its 
way  to  the  northern  part  of  the  province,  where  it  was  in  use  for 
trading  purposes.  South  Carolina  furnished  also,  we  believe,  in 
this  emission,  the  second  instance  of  a  paper  currency  made  by 
provincial  authority  in  the  English  plantations  in  North  America. 
Bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand  pounds  were  now 
issued  by  North  Carolina,  and  a  law  was  passed,  making  these, 
as  well  as  those  already  in  circulation  (by  which  we  presume  the 
South  Carolina  paper  was  meant),  a  tender  in  discharge  of  all 
sums,  due  on  contract,  for  rated  cojamoditiea.  As  we  have  al- 
ready stated,  there  was  a  legal  tariff,  fixing  the  value  of  the  prin- 
cipal products  of  the  country,  and  most  of  the  business  of  the 
country  was  done  by  barter  instead  of  sale,  for  there  was  very 
little  coin  in  the  coimtry.  A  debt,  therefore,  payable  in  "  rated 
commodities,"  or,  rather,  not  expressly  made  by  the  contract  pay- 
able in  gold  or  silver,  might  be  discharged  by  the  delivery  of  any 
of  the  rated  commodities  of  the  province,  at  the  valuation  fixed 
by  the  legal  tariff.  And  such  debts  might  also  now  be  discharged 
by  the  bills  issued  by  the  Assembly ;  but  contracts  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money ^  could  not  be  met  by  a  tender  of  these  bills.  Martin 
remarks  on  this  legislation,  that  "  from  that  day  to  the  present,  the 
experience  of  our  country  has  not  enabled  the  people  to  carry  on 
ordinary  dealings  between  man  and  man  without  the  aid  of  paper 
money."  However  true  it  may  be,  that  all  the  silver  and  gold 
coin  in  the  world  is  not  enough  to  supply  the  world  with  a  suf- 
ficiently abundant  medium  of  exchange  in  business,  and  that  there- 
fore some  representative  ofthepredovs  metals  is  necessary ;  yet  it 

»  We  have  drawn  the  facte  of  our  narrative  ft-om  the  original  manuscripto  of  Pollock 
and  SpotBWOod,  and  fi-oni  Chalmere'  History  of  the  Revolt,  vol.  i.  pp.  402-404. 
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must  not  be  forgotten  that  Buch  representatives  are  supposed,  at 
least,  to  rest  on  a  specie  basis ;  and  at  any  rate  are  required,  on 
demand,  to  be  redeemed  with  precious  metal.  But  this  paper  is- 
sued by  North  Carolina  was  in  no  sense  ^^ paper  money ^^'^  nor  the 
representative  of  silver  or  gold ;  it  was  a  paper  representative  of 
the  value  of  certain  agricultural  products  only,  and  therefore 
witli  more  propriety  might  have  been  called  "paper  com"  or 
"  paper  pork,"  than  paper  money.  And  so  far  from  entitling  the 
holder,  as  a  bank  bill  does,  to  demand  of  its  makers  silver  and 
gold,  on  their  promise  to  pay,  it  contained  no  express  promise  at 
all,  but  simply  a  statement  that  it  should  "  pass  current"  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  pounds  or  shillings,  "  within  the  province  of  North 
Carolina ;"  and  finally,  as  far  as  we  can  discover,  there  was  never 
any  legislative  provision  to  make  a  honajide  fund  of  eight  thou- 
sand pounds,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  good  hard  money,  to  substi- 
tute in  redemption  of  this  paper  trash.  A  real  paper  represent- 
ative of  coin  is  not  only  convenient,  but  indispensable  to  the 
business  of  the  world ;  but  our  ancestors,  like  some  now  living, 
seem  to  have  supposed  that  any  paper,  purporting  to  represent 
silver  and  gold,  was  just  as  good  as  that  which  does  actually 
represent  it. 

There  was  very  little  more  disturbance  from  the  Indians.  Colo- 
nel Moore  had  driven  the  Matchapungos  into  the  swamps  and 
morasses,  and  now  had  the  Cores  only  to  subdue.  This  he  effect- 
ually did  at  a  spot  not  far  from  the  site  of  tlie  present  town  of 
Beaufort  in  Carteret.  These  two  tribes  soon  after  sued  for  peace, 
and  King  Blunt  and  his  few  Tuscaroras,  who  had  remained  when 
their  countrymen  went  off  to  New  York,  not  only  were  perfectly 
faithful  and  quiet,  but  formed  an  effectual  barrier  against  the  In- 
dians beyond  him.  Colonel  Moore,  having  thus  finished  the  work 
he  came  to  do,  at  the  close  of  which  but  one  hundred  of  his  thou- 
sand Indians  were  still  with  him,  returned  by  water  to  Charleston. 

During  all  these  troubles  which  we  have  been  relating,  the  lords 
proprietors,  though  most  urgently  written  to  by  Colonel  Pollock, 
did,  literally,  nothing  to  help  their  province.  Had  the  matter  of 
success  depended  on  them  alone,  the  whites  in  North  Carolina 
would  probably  have  been  extirpated.  /Governors  Spotswood  and 
Craven  and  Colonel  Pollock  are  the  individuals  who  saved  the 


,^ 
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property  of  their  lordships,  as  well  as  the  lives  of  their  people, 
from  utter  destruction.  /  It  was  but  another  instance  of  the  infatu- 
ated blindness  of  the  proprietors,  who  never  meddled  with  Carolina 
affairs  but  when  they  should  not,  and  never  moved  a  finger  when 
they  should.  Chalmers  says  they  were  uninformed  of  the  deplor- 
able events  which  were  desolating  their  American  possessions. 
Tills  is  an  error.  We  have  before  us  now  copies  of  several  letters 
written  both  by  Governor  Spotswood  and  Colonel  Pollock,  which 
leave  them  without  the  excuse  of  ignorance.  In  one  of  these  the 
president  makes  an  appeal  which  ought  to  have  moved  them: 
"  The  people"  (says  he)  "  who  undergo  these  distresses  are  Chris- 
tians, the  subjects  of  the  queen,  and  the  tenants  and  vassals  of  the 
lords  proprietors,  venturing  their  lives  and  spending  their  estates 
in  the  defence  of  the  province ;"  and  he  earnestly  implores  them 
"  to  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition." 
The  arms  and  ammunition  never  came  from  their  lordships ;  but, 
in  January,  1713,  they  appointed  Sir  Francis  Nicholson,  who  had 
long  been  in  America,  and  was  supposed  to  understand  colonial 
affaire  thoroughly,  "  to  inquire  into  the  disorders  of  North  Caro- 
lina." Sir  Francis  Nicholson  never  came ;  and,  when  they  ap- 
pointed him,  such  were  the  sad  accounts  they  had  heard,  that  for 
aught  they  knew,  there  was  not  a  white  man  left  alive  in  North 
Carolina. 

Nothing  of  especial  interest  immediately  followed  the  restora- 
tion of  the  province  to  tranquillity.  Such  of  the  inhabitants  as 
had  survived  the  horrors  of  Indian  butchery  began  to  return  to 
their  desolated  possessions,  and  the  plantations  once  more  indi- 
cated the  presence  of  human  industry.  President  Pollock  con- 
tinued to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  province,  and  aid  it,  all  that 
he  could,  in  its  recovery  from  prostration.  On  the  13th  of  July, 
1713,  the  proprietors  commissioned  Charles  Eden  as  governor, 
and  on  the  28th  of  May  in  the  year  following,  he  was  in  North 
Carolina,  and  took  the  oaths  wliich  qualified  him  to  act. 

The  governor's  first  act  was  to  visit  every  precinct  in  the  prov- 
ince ;  he  was  most  respectfully  and  kindly  received  in  all,  and 
was  gratified  by  the  evidences  of  returning  prosperity.  He  called 
not,  however,  the  Assembly  together,  and  it  was  not  until  Febru- 
ary, 1715,  that  he  and  the  council  concluded  a  final  treaty  of 
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peace  with  the  Matchapungos  and  Core  Indians.  These  two 
tribes,  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  sought  peace  from  necessity 
only;  their  animosity  to  the  whites  never  ceased  during  their 
existence.  It  was  therefore  but  a  measure  of  prudence  to  watch 
them  closely.  The  remnants  of  tlie  two  tribes  were  therefore 
joined  together  in  one  settlement,  on  lands  allotted  to  them  in 
what  is  now  Hyde  county,  on  the  borders  of  Matamuskeet  Lake, 
and  an  agent  was  appointed  to  reside  among  them. 

And  now  some  little  opportunity  was  afforded  to  North  Caro- 
lina to  return  the  kindness  of  the  southern  part  of  the  province ; 
though  her  impoverished  condition  disabled  her  from  doing  much. 
An  Indian  war  now  burst  upon  South  Carolina.  All  the  tribes 
from  Cape  Fear  to  Florida,  among  which  the  Yamassees  were 
most  conspicuous,  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  extirpate  the 
whites.  The  Yamassees  had  been  among  the  most  valuable  allies 
of  the  whites  in  the  Tuscarora  war  of  North  Carolina,  and  now 
they  were  repeating  Tuscarora  atrocities.  Whether  what  they 
had  seen  in  North  Carolina  suggested  to  them  the  thought  of  hos- 
tility, we  cannot  tell ;  if  it  did,  all  we  can  say  is,  tliat  it  is  not  the 
first  instance  in  which  allies  in  a  war  wherein  they  had  no  per- 
sonal interest,  returned  home  after  victory  to  stir  up  strife,  and 
shed  blood  in  their  own  country.  Possibly,  however,  this  general 
uprising  may  have  been  instigated  by  the  French  and  Spanish, 
adjacent  to  South  Carolina  settlements.  At  any  rate,  so  it  was 
that  a  Southern  Indian  war  broke  out;  and  now  was  seen  the 
prudence  of  the  measures  that  had  been  pursued  with  the  Core 
and  Matchapungo  Indians  on  Matamuskeet  Lake.  No  sooner  did 
they  hear  of  the  outbreak,  and  see  the  alarm  which  it  naturally 
created  among  the  inhabitants  of  Bath  precinct,  than  they  broke 
fortli,  and  before  they  could  be  checked,  murdered  several  whites 
on  the  more  distant  plantations  of  Pamlico.  The  governor 
promptly  called  out  the  militia,  and  a  portion  both  of  foot  and 
horse  marched  to  the  southward  to  aid  the  South  Carolinians. 
The  latter  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Maurice  Moore,  of  the 
Cape  Fear  family  of  that  name. 

In  obedience  to  the  governor's  proclamation,  the  Assembly  met 
on  the  15th  of  November,  1715.  Its  place  of  meeting  had  hitli- 
erto,  for  several  sessions,  been  in  the  church  of  Chowan  precinct ; 
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but  now  it  convened  on  Little  River,  the  dividing  stream  between 
Pasquotank  and  Perquimons,  in  the  house  of  Richard  Sanderson, 
one  of  the  deputies  of  the  lords  proprietors. 

We  have  now  before  us  a  perfect  manuscript  copy  of  all  the 
enactments  of  this  Assembly ;  and  they  constitute  the  material 
from  which  we  have  constructed,  in  the  chapter  on  "Tlie  Law  and 
its  Administration,"  our  general  view  of  the  character  of  our 
legislation  during  the  proprietary  period.  As  we  have  stated  in 
that  chapter,  the  whole  body  of  the  statute  law  of  the  province 
appears  to  have  been  revised,  modified,  amended,  and  re-enacted, 
with  some  additions ;  so  that  at  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly 
the  whole  of  the  statute  law  of  North  Carolina  was  comprised  in 
the  manuscript  volume  in  our  possession.  Our  copy  was  made  to 
be  sent  down  to  the  old  precinct  of  Bath,  within  the  limits  of 
which  we  obtained  it,  through  the  kindness  of  a  friend.*  The  As- 
sembly of  1715  ordered  it  to  be  printed,  but  it  never  was  done. 
For  the  general  character  and  subjects  of  the  laws,  we  refer  the 
reader  to  the  chapter  of  our  volume  referred  to  above :  it  is  neces- 
sary here  to  speak  of  some  few  enactments  only. 

It  would  appear  that  at  some  short  period  anterior  to  the  legis- 
lature of  1715  (the  precise  date  we  cannot  ascertain,  but  certainly 
after  May,  1714),  a  town  had  been  incorporated  and  established  in 
Chowan.  It  was  our  present  Edenton,  so  named  in  compliment 
to  the  governor,  and  in  future  legislation  dignified  as  "  the  me- 
tropolis." 

A  new  emission  of  bills  of  credit  wafi  directed,  of  which  the 
particulars  are  related  in  the  previous  chapter  on  "  Navigation 
and  Trade."    An  annual  tax  was  laid  for  the  redemption  of  these. 

The  Church  of  England  was  established  afresh ;  but  now  the 
solemn  affirmation  of  Quakers  was  allowed  in  lieu  of  an  oath, 
and  liberty  of  conscience  was  allowed  to  all  the  inhabitants. 

A  court  law  was  passed,  and  the  judicial  business  of  the  prov- 
ince was  brought  into  something  like  regularity  of  proceeding. 

The  common  law  of  England  was  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the 
law  of  North  Carolina,  where  it  was  applicable. 

On  the  whole,  this  revised  body  of  laws  was  ci*editable  to  our 

1  Wm.  B.  BodmaD,  Esq.,  of  Washington. 
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forefathers,  apd  quite  an  advance  upon  previous  efforts.  There 
seemed  to  be,  for  the  first  time,  something  like  an  attempt  at  sys- 
tem. Our  researches  have  led  us  to  compare  our  early  statute- 
book  with  those  of  some  of  the  other  English  provinces  and  colo- 
nies in  America;  and  the  result  has  been  the  belief  that,  as  a 
whole,  there  are  none  better  than  ours,  while  there  are  some 
worse. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  session  the  spirit  of  faction  developed 
itself  in  the  Assembly,  and  we  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  add,  that 
Moseley,  who  was  the  speaker  of  the  lower  house,  the  friend  of 
Carey  in  his  rebellion,  the  opponent  of  Governor  Hyde  while  he 
lived,  and  of  Colonel  Pollock  during  the  Indian  war,  was  its 
leader.  Moseley  was  possessed  of  fine  natural  abilities,  was 
among  the  best  lawyers  of  that  day,  and  had  many  estimable 
qualities.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  explanation  of  some 
of  his  conduct,  which  we  cannot  conscientiously  commend,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  strength  and  durability  of  his  personal  resent- 
ments. He  never  liked  Colonel  Pollock,  nor  those  who  thought 
and  acted  with  him.  But  these  were  the  men  who  always  had 
the  confidence  of  the  government,  because  their  honest  loyalty 
deserved  it.  Yet  must  we  give  Moseley  credit  for  honesty  also 
in  his  conviction  of  the  administrative  impolicy  which  he  some- 
times opposed,  though  we  may  not  share  in  it.  Governor  Eden's 
administration  was  good,  and  afforded  no  excuse  to  faction.  That 
prejudice  may  sometimes  have  warped  Moseley 's  judgment  is 
more  than  probable ;  thi§,  however,  is  a  weakness  which  he  shai*e8 
with  most  men,  and  does  not  necessarily  imply  dishonesty  of  pur- 
pose. The  worst  part  of  his  career  is  his  intimacy  with  Carey,  and 
yet  we  must  not  forget  that  this  commenced  when  Carey  was 
respectable ;  and  Colonel  Pollock,  in  one  of  his  letters,  states  that 
he  also  was  one  of  Carey's  companions  and  friends,  until  he  was 
obliged  to  determine  between  the  claims  of  duty  and  those  of 
friendship.  The  latter  could  not,  in  his  view,  justify  disloyalty 
and  rebellion. 

Moseley  and  his  adherents  in  the  Assembly  passed  several  reso- 
lutions censuring  the  administration  of  Governor  Eden ;  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  of  whom  Moseley  was  first,  to  represent  to 
the  lords  proprietors  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  province,  and 
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especially  to  ask  of  them  to  receive,  in  payment  for  land  and  quit- 
rents,  the  public  bills  of  credit  instead  of  specie,  as  they  did  in 
South  Carolina.  The  council  reprobated  these  resolutions,  as  hav- 
ing been  passed  clandestinely  and  without  communication  with 
them,  and  as  tending  to  public  disturbance  and  the  subversion  of 
authority.  The  application  to  the  lords  proprietors,  we  may  here 
say,  was  entirely  unsuccessful ;  they  still  demanded  specie  in  pay- 
ment. In  the  summer  of  1715,  Eden  dissolved  the  Assembly  by 
proclamation. 

It  was  about  this  time,  or  a  year  later,  that  the  English  settle- 
ments in  America  were  favored  with  an  influx  of  population,  com- 
posed of  the  transported  felons  of  the  mother  country, — as  an  act  of 
parliament  now  designated,  specifically,  the  American  colonies  as 
a  fit  receptacle  for  English  villains.  Of  this,  the  particulars  may 
be  seen  on  a  previous  page,  in  the  chapter  on  "  Agriculture  and 
the  Industrial  Arts." 

A  change  was  also  made  in  the  position  of  King  Blunt  and  his 
Tuscaroras.  They  had  been  settled  after  the  war  on  Pamlico 
River.  Their  number  was  small,  and  their  situation  exposed  them 
to  attacks  from  the  Indians  south  of  them.  By  an  agreement  be- 
tween them  and  the  governor  and  council,  a  treaty  was  made  on 
the  5th  of  June,  by  virtue  of  which  they  abandoned  the  lands  on 
Pamlico,  and  another  and  better  tract  was  granted  to  them  on  the 
Roanoke,  in  the  present  county  of  Bertie.  In  consideration  of 
this,  they  formally  relinquished  all  claim  they  had  to  any  other 
lands  in  the  province,  and  settled  themselves  on  the  Roanoke. 
Finally  they  joined  their  countrymen  in  New  York ;  but  their  de- 
scendants still  retained  the  title  to  the  lands  granted  to  them, 
regularly  collected  their  rents  by  their  agents,  were  protected  and 
sustained  by  the  legislature  in  their  just  claims,  and  when  obliged, 
in  some  instances,  to  resort  to  the  courts  of  law,  a  solemn  adjudi- 
cation of  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  State  was  made  in  their  fa- 
vor;* so  that  they  were  never  robbed  of  one  foot  of  their  lands; 
and  though  their  title  is  now  extinct,  yet  it  was  all  bought  and 
honestly  paid  for  at  full  value.  There  is  not  a  State  in  the  con- 
federacy that  has  dealt  more  honestly  with  the  natives  than  North 

>  See  SaeharuM  d  Longbow  v.  Msin  of  Wm,  King,  2  Car.  Law  Bepository,  p.  451. 
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Carolina ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  nnhappy  war  of  1711, 
into  which  the  poor  savage  was  deluded  by  designing  and  bad 
men,  not  one  in  which  more  nniformly  amicable  relations  sub- 
sisted between  the  whites  and  Indians  than  in  North  Carolina. 

This  was  the  period  in  which  occurred  the  piratical  depredations 
of  which  we  have  spoken,  under  the  head  of  "  Navigation  and 
Trade."  It  was  in  1713  that  TeoAih,  or  "  Blackbeard,"  was  c^ 
tured  and  slain  by  Maynard.  Tliis  noted  pirate,  whose  sobriqud 
is  familiar  even  yet  to  the  children  living  on  the  coast  side  of  the 
State,  and  whose  supposed  buried  hordes  of  gold  have  imposed  on 
the  credulity  and  tempted  the  avarice  of  many  a  company  of  mid- 
night diggers,  who  never  used  the  Bible,  perchance,  except  as  a 
magical  talisman  to  protect  them  from  Satan  in  these  dark  re- 
searches, was  born  in  Bristol,  and  served  first  in  a  privateer  fitted 
out  at  Jamaica,  during  the  war  of  England  with  the  French  and 
Spaniards,  which  ended  in  1713.  Here  he  distinguished  himself 
by  his  daring  courage.  As  early,  however,  as  1706,  he  became  a 
pirate  in  association  with  one  Homsgold,  and  cruised  between  New 
Providence  and  the  continent.  Having  ti^en  a  sloop,  Homsgold 
gave  him  the  command  of  the  prize ;  and  soon  after  he  fell  in  with 
a  large  French  Guineaman,  bound  to  the  island  of  Martinique, 
which  he  captured.  He  armed  her  with  forty  guns,  and  trans- 
ferred to  her  his  flag,  giving  her  the  new  name  of  "  Queen  Anne's 
Revenge."  This  was  the  vessel  he  was  accustomed  to  take  into 
Beaufort  harbor ;  and  it  is  to  her  entry,  probably,  an  old  writer  of 
1731  thus  alludes  in  the  following  passage.  After  saying,  "  I  have 
never  been  in  North  Carolina,  except  in  Tcfpsail  IrUet  and  on  the 
banks  of  Ca^  Fear  River,"  thus  showing  us  how  far  he  could 
speak  from  personal  knowledge,  we  meet  with  this  statement: 
"  There  is  only  one  very  good  harbor  in  all  this  country,  that  is 
Topsail  Inlet;  yet  so  it  has  happened,  whether  fVom  the  igno- 
rance, oversight,  or  neglect  of  all  the  governors  hitherto  sent  there, 
I  am  not  able  to  determine,  that  this  fine  harbor,  which  is  capable 
of  receiving  a  ship  of  forty  gvms^  and  of  containing  all  the  ships 
in  America,  is  seldom  or  ever  mentioned :  that  it  has  little  or  no 
trade  would  seem  incredible ;  and  though  it  hath  been  neglected 
or  unknown  to  some,  I  foresee  that  it  will  be  the  principal  port ; 
the  entrance  into  it  being  less  difficult  than  into  Cape  Fear^  and 
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more  properly  situated." '  After  quite  a  long  career  of  piracy, 
Teach  met  his  fate  in  Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  encoimter  with  May- 
nard,  already  related. 

Carey's  adherents  were  still  to  be  found  in  the  province,  and 
still  wei'e  opposing  the  lawful  government.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  1713,  an  act  wa^perpetrated  by  Moseley  and  Colonel  Maurice 
Moore,  which  a  few  years  before  would  unquestionably  have  been 
the  commencement  of  an  open  revolt.  That  it  was  not  so  now, 
leads  us  to  infer  that  time  and  experience  had  taught  the  people 
some  useful  lessons  ;  and  that  they  were  not  quite  so  ready  now  to 
rebel,  because  they  plainly  saw  that  Carey  and  their  other  leaders 
had,  after  all,  gained  nothing  by  their  insurrection.  Rebellions 
genei-ally  cease  to  be  popular  if  they  are  not  found  to  be  profita- 
ble. At  any  rate,  those  engaged  in  the  first,  if  they  gain  nothing, 
are  apt  to  be  chary  of  embarking  in  the  second.  The  majority  of 
rebels  engage  from  the  hope  of  plunder.  We  speak  of  wanton  in- 
surrections. Very  good  and  true  men  may  join  in  resistance  to 
tyrannical  oppression,  and  lawless  disregard  of  their  rights :  such 
men  will  persevere  in  resistance.  But  Eden's  government  really 
offered  no  apology  for  insurrection. 

Moseley  and  Moore  forcibly  possessed  themselves  of  all  the  pub- 
lic papers  in  the  office  of  Lovick,  the  deputy-secretary.  Governor 
Eden  had  them  both  instantly  arrested,  and  called  a  meeting  of 
the  council :  this  body  approved  of  his  conduct,  and  held  the  ac- 
cused to  baiL  They  were  afterward  indicted  and  tried  by  the 
general  court,  when  Moseley  was  convicted,  fined  one  hundred 
pounds,  deprived  of  his  license  as  an  attorney,  declared  incapable 
of  holding  any  office  under  the  government  for  three  years,  and 
ordered  to  give  security  for  his  good  behavior  for  a  year  and  a 
day.    Moore  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  fined  five  pounds. 

The  reader  will  not  have  forgotten  the  discontent  created  in 
South  Carolina  by  the  conduct  of  the  governor,  Johnston,  and  the 
consequent  sending  of  an  agent  to  England  to  procure  redress  for 
the  inhabitants.  The  mission  was  so  far  fruitless  that  the  people 
obtained  no  relief,  and  the  exasperation  against  the  proprietors 
was,  consequently,  very  great.    But  tliis  was  not  the  only  cause 

>  The  ImpoitaDce  of  the  British  PloatationB  in  Ainerioa:  London,  1781,  p.  71. 
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of  dissatisfaction.  The  proprietors,  influenced  by  Trott,  who  had 
but  just  returned  from  England,  had  yielded  so  far  to  his  represent- 
ations as  to  give  him  an  absolute  veto  on  the  legislation  of  the 
province,  by  his  refusal  at  any  time  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
council ;  for  the  governor  and  four  councillors  were  forbidden  to 
pass  any  bill  into  a  law,  unless  Trott  were  present  as  one  of  the 
four.  There  were  also  other  proceedings  of  the  infatuated  pro- 
prietor but  little  less  offensive.  The  country  very  soon  sent  Boon 
and  Berrisford  to  England  to  seek  redress;  but  they  had  been 
obliged  to  return  without  obtaining  it. 

An  association  was  now  formed,  the  avowed  purpose  of  which 
was  to  overturn  the  proprietary  government.  A  favorable  oppor- 
tunity soon  presented  itself.  Governor  Johnson  became  involved 
in  some  contest  with  the  Assembly,  and  unable  to  bend  them  to 
his  pui*poses,  dissolved  them  by  proclamation,  and  went  into  the 
country.  When  the  marshal  appeared  before  the  Assembly  to  read 
the  proclamation,  the  house  ordered  it  to  be  torn  from  his  hands. 
The  standard  of  revolt  was  instantly  raised.  The  house  elected 
Colonel  James  Moore,  of  Tuscarora  war  notoriety,  to  be  chief 
magistrate,  as  governor  for  the  Icing  '^  they  also  appointed  a  coun- 
cil for  him ;  and  as  the  lower  house  was  already  organized  and  in 
session,  the  government  went  on,  almost  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. Johnston,  indeed,  made  bold  but  unsuccessful  efforts  to 
regain  his  authority ;  the  people^  however,  were  against  him,  and 
he  finally  relinquished  his  attempt.  It  was  a  bloodless  yet  most 
effectual  revolution,  and  the  King  of  England  had  the  right  of 
sovereignty  in  South  Carolina,  by  the  will  of  the  people  of  South 
Carolina.  The  lords  proprietors  never  exercised  it  more.  Their 
day  was  over  there.  The  attorney-general  sued  out  a  scire  facias^ 
by  instructions  from  higher  authority,  and  claimed  that  the  charter 
was  forfeited.  In  September,  1720,  Sir  Francis  Nicholson  was 
commissioned  as  the  royal  governor  of  Souith  Carolina.  This 
name,  which  had  latterly  been  applied,  in  some  instances,  to  the 
southern  part  of  the  province,  by  way  of  distinction  merely,  now 
became  its  lawful  title ;  and  henceforth  it  has  no  connection  with 
the  history  of  the  northern  part  of  the  territory,  as  part  of  the  an- 
cient province  of  Carolina,  granted  by  the  chai*ter  of  1665.  The 
act  of  the  South  Carolina  people  had  effectually  divided  the  prov- 
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ince  into  North  and  South,  to  be  administered  henceforth  by  dis- 
tinct and  dissimilar  authorities. 

This  noiseless  but  most  important  change,  which  brought  the 
southern  portion  of  the  province  under  the  direct  government  of 
the  crown,  was  to  the  thoughtful  but  a  foreshadowing  of  what 
must,  ere  long,  inevitably  be  the  condition  of  the  northern  part 
also.  But  at  present,  the  authorities  of  North  Carolina  were  not 
ready  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  south.  Grovernor  Eden, 
whose  authority  came  from  i\iQ  proprietors^  had  of  course  no  mo- 
tive to  run  the  risk  of  being  superceded  by  some  one  else,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  crown ;  and  his  Assembly  was  not,  like  John- 
ston's, in  session,  and  ready  to  tear  up  his  proclamation  of  dissolu- 
tion. When,  therefore,  news  reached  him  of  the  movement  in 
South  Carolina,  he  called  together  the  council,  whom  he  probably 
knew  to  be,  like  himself,  loyal  to  the  proprietors,  and  having  ob- 
tained from  Chief-justice  Gale,  who  had  just  returned  from  the 
south,  full  particulars  of  the  proceedings  there,  the  council  "  came 
to  a  resolution  that  an  address  should  be  prepared  by  the  secretary 
against  the  next  sitting  of  the  council,  to  assure  the  lords  proprie- 
tors that  tliis  board  utterly  detests  the  proceedings  of  that  prov- 
ince, and  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting,  in  their  power,  to  propa- 
gate their  interest  here,  and  that  they  are  entirely  easy  and  satisfied 
under  their  lordships'  government,  and  will  always  use  their  ut- 
most endeavors  to  maintain  it." ' 

The  reaction  which  follows  after  strong  excitement  probably  , 
favored  these  proceedings  of  Eden  and  the  council.  There  was 
more  of  safety  and  comfort  under  existing  circumstances  than 
there  had  been  in  the  factious  times  of  Carey,  or  during  the  hor- 
rors of  the  Indian  war ;  and  the  people,  reduced  both  in  numbers 
and  means,  wisely  concluded  that  even  some  grievances  were 
more  tolerable  than  the  very  doubtful  remedy  of  rebellion.  Be- 
side, what  was  more  significant,  there  was  no  certainty  that  re- 
bellion could  find  a  leader.  Carey  was  gone,  or,  at  any  rate,  does 
not  appear  from  any  of  our  records  to  have  been  then  in  the  prov- 
ince ;  and  Moseley,  who  had  been  dealt  with  by  the  law,  had.  lost 
both  revenue  and  that  influence  among  the  people  which  bebngs 

1  Journals  of  Connoil,  Feb.  2S,  28, 1719. 
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to  the  successful  advocate,  by  having  been  silenced  in  his  profes- 
sion. But  we  are  willing  to  think  that  he  was  influenced  by  other 
causes  than  these,  in  resolving  to  be  a  quiet  subject  On  the  rec- 
ords of  the  council  of  the  4th  of  April,  1720,  we  find  him  submit- 
ting a  petition  to  that  body,  acknowledging  the  offence  for  which 
he  had  been  convicted,  censuring  himself,  praying  remission  of 
his  sentence,  and  "  promising  for  the  future  to  behave  himself  with 
the  greatest  care  and  respect  imaginable." 

The  council  did  not  immediately  grant  his  prayer,  and,  indeed, 
never  permitted  him,  professionally,  to  undertake  any  new  causes ; 
but,  for  the  sake  of  his  clients  only,  to  try  those  already  com- 
menced. The  effect  upon  the  people  was  doubtless  salutary,  when 
they  thus  saw  such  a  man  as  Moseley,  notwithstanding  all  his 
ability  and  influence,  foiled  and  defeated  in  a  contest  with  the 
law.  Affairs,  therefore,  remained  tranquil  during  the  residue  of 
Eden's  administration. 

The  governor  died  on  the  26th  of  March,  1722,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  ;  and  from  the  public  records  we  infer  that  he  left  no  descend- 
ants or  heirs  in  the  province,  but  was,  only  a  short  time  before  bis 
death,  contemplating  a  return  to  England,  and  for  this  end  was 
endeavoring  to  dispose  of  his  property  in  North  Cai'olina.  We 
find,  on  the  council  minutes,  instructions  from  the  lords  proprie- 
tors to  that  board  to  investigate  a  claim  which  had  been  made,  by 
memorial  to  their  lordships,  on  behalf  of  Roderick  Lloyd  of  Lon- 
don and  Anne  his  wife,  who  is  alleged  in  the  memorial  to  be  the 
only  sister  and  heir-at-law  of  Governor  Eden.  The  memorialists 
state  that  Lovick,  secretary  of  the  province,  had  possessed  himself 
of  the  deceased  governor's  property,  under  pretext  of  a  pretended 
will,  and  pray  their  lordships  to  order  an  examination  into  this 
conduct  of  their  secretary.  We  have  also  Lovick's  reply  before 
the  council  to  this  statement,  setting  forth  the  fact  of  the  will,  law- 
fully made,  an  offer  to  have  it  subjected  to  re-probate  before  the 
council,  and  the  disposition  that  had  been  made  under  it  of  the 
testator's  property.  We  have  also  the  action  of  the  council  after 
a  hearing,  but  in  no  document  on  record  do  we  find  an  intimation 
even  that  Anne  Lloyd  was  not  the  heir-at-law  of  Eden,  because  of 
his  having  left  lawful  heirs  in  Carolina.^    We  have  hence  inferred 

'  Council  records  of  1724. 
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that  he  died  childless.*  His  wife  died  in  1716,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
nine,  six  years  before  him,  and  both  lie  interred  at  what  was  known 
as  Eden  House,  on  Salmon  Creek,  in  Bertie  county,  where  a  monu- 
mental stone  still  marks  the  spot,  iufonning  ns  that  he  "  governed 
the  province  eight  years,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  lords  pro- 
prietors, and  the  ease  and  happiness  of  the  people."  It  adds,  what 
we  think  is  true  if  applied  in  comparison  with  the  past,  "  that  he 
brought  the  country  into  a  flourishing  condition."* 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1722,  the  council  met,  and  once  more 
unanimously  elected  Colonel  Pollock,  Lord  Carteret's  deputy,  as 
president  and  commander-in-chief;  he  continued  in  office,  how- 
ever, but  a  few  months,  as  on  the  30th  of  August,  in  the  same 
year,  he  was  gathered  to  his  fathers.  During  his  short  administra- 
tion of  five  months,  the  most  memorable  event  we  have  to  record 
is  the  establishment  of  another  tow^  in  the  province,  and  the  conse- 
quent creation  of  another  precinct.  On  the  4th  of  April,  1722,  an 
instrument  from  the  lords  proprietors  was  read  in  council,  by  which 
the  spot  on  which  the  town  of  Beaufort  now  stands  was  made  a  free 
port  for  entering  and  discharging  vessels ;  and  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Core  Sound  were  now  increasing,  and  could  not,  without  great  in- 
convenience, attend  the  precinct  courts  on  Neuse  River,  a  new  pre- 
cinct was  created  adjacent  to  Craven,  to  be  known  as  Carteret,  con- 
fining the  former  to  the  settlements  upon  Neuse,  Trent,  and  their 
tributaries,  including  Bear  River,  and  allotting  to  Carteret  all  the 
lands  on  Core  and  Bogue  sounds,  and  on  the  waters  running  into 
them,  and  extending  to  the  southward  indefinitely,  or  rather  as  far 
as  North  Carolina  extended.  This  included  what  is  now  New  Han- 
over. There  were,  therefore,  now  four  towns  in  the  province — 
Bath,  Newbern,  Edenton,  and  Beaufort,  though  all  were  very  small. 

It  is  pleasant  also  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  council  show  the  last  two  public  acts  of  President  Pollock  to 
have  been  marked  by  a  considerate,  equitable,  and  humane  treat- 
ment of  the  Indians  around  him.  The  one  was  designed  to  oblige 
a  white  man  to  do  justice  to  a  native  whom  he  had  wronged  ;  and 
the  other  was  to  direct  that  a  guilty  Indian,  who  had  committed  a 
felony  by  which  the  president  was  himself  the  sufferer,  should 

>  We  had  always  Buppoeod  otherwise^  and  think  there  may  be  some  error  here. 
«  Wheeler*B  History,  p.  40. 
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have  exactly  the  same  trial  that  a  white  man  would  under  similar 
circumstances ;  and,  moreover,  that  King  Blunt  and  some  of  his 
principal  men  should  be  present,  and  see  that  justice  was  impar- 
tially dispensed. 

The  death  of  President  Pollock,  following  so  soon  upon  that  of 
Governor  Eden,  was  unfortunate  for  the  province.  He  had  lived 
in  it  for  many  years,  had  long  been  the  deputy  of  Lord  Carteret 
and  his  father,  understood  thoroughly  its  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages, knew  most  of  tlie  inhabitants  personally,  exercised  a 
strong  and  controlling  influence  on  popular  opinion,  had  ever  been 
on  the  side  of  law  and  order,  and  withal  was  a  judicious  and  honest 
adviser.  The  loss  of  such  a  man  in  a  community  like  tliat  of  North 
Carolina  in  his  day,  could  not  but  be  felt,  and  we  think  we  hazard 
nothing  in  saying  that,  though  worthy  men  survived  him,  there 
was  not  any  that  could  exactly  fill  his  place,  for  none  had  passed 
through  so  long  an  experience  of  the  province. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1722,  the  council  appointed  another 
of  their  body,  William  Reed,  to  succeed  President  Pollock ;  and 
a  few  weeks  after  his  election,  on  the  2d  of  October,  he  met  the 
Assembly  in  Edenton.  All  was  tranquil  throughout  the  province ; 
the  settlements  on  the  Neuse,  near  Newbem,  had  increased  in 
number ;  additional  inhabitants  were  finding  their  way  to  Core 
Sound  and  the  adjacent  region ;  the  Bath  and  Pamlico  settlers 
were  also  prospering,  and  Albemarle  was  from  time  to  time  fur- 
nishing the  region  south  of  it  with  emigrants.  Stragglers  began 
once  more,  for  the  third  time,  to  settle  on  Cape  Fear;  vessels 
from  the  West  Indies  and  the  northern  colonies  were  oftener  seen 
in  the  watera  of  the  Sound  ;  the  natives  were  too  few  in  number 
and  too  peaceable  to  create  any  alarm ;  the  people  had  an  abund- 
ance of  worldly  comforts,  and  the  province,  probably,  was  never 
before  as  flourishing  and  prosperous.  Tliese  circumstances  gave 
the  legislature,  at  this  session,  and  that  of  November,  1723,  time 
and  opportunity  to  direct  attention  to  many  necessary  improve- 
ments. They  ordered  the  construction  of  roads  to  unite  the  va- 
rious settlements ;  they  directed  the  issue  of  new  bills  of  credit, 
to  the  amount  of  twelve  thousand  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of 
redeeming  those,  that  were  in  circulation ;  they  established  fixed 
localities  in  the  several  precincts,  and  ordered  the  erection  at  them 
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of  suitable  public  buildings  for  oflSces  and  courts  of  justice.  In 
Chowan  precinct  these  were  ordered  to  be  placed  at  Edenton  ;  in 
Craven,  at  Newbem  ;  for  Beaufort  and  Hyde,  it  was  thought  one 
locality  would  suflSce,  at  Bath ;  in  Carteret,  Beaufort  was  the  spot 
designated ;  in  Perquimons,  Phelps'  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Narrows;  and  in  Currituck  and  Pasquotank,  the  justices  of  these 
were  directed  respectively  to  select  proper  sites.  Bertie,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Chowan,  was  made  a  precinct,  and  the  seat  of 
justice  was  fixed  at  a  place  known  by  the  Indian  name  of  Ahots- 
key.  All  these  arrangements  contributed  greatly  to  the  conve- 
nience of  the  people. 

As  all  was  now  in  a  state  of  peace,  the  legislature  thought  it 
wise  to  improve,  if  they  could,  the  facilities  for  commerce.  The 
tonnage  duty  of  ammunition,  which  had  been  imposed  in  1715 
upon  all  vessels  entering  the  waters  of  Carolina,  was  therefore 
now  directed  to  be  paid — ^not  in  powder,  lead,  and  flints — ^but  in 
money ;  and  this  was  to  be  employed  in  placing  and  maintaining 
beacons  in  the  channels  at  Ocracoke  and  Roanoke  inlets. 

On  the  15th  of  Januaiy,  1724,  George  Burrington,  who  had 
been  appointed  by  the  lords  proprietors  to  succeed  Governor 
Eden,  opened  hb  commission  at  Edenton,  and  tocJc  the  oaths. 
And  here  was  another  illustration  of  what  we  have  before  so  often 
had  occasion  to  remark,  that  the  proprietors  scarcely  ever  moved 
but  to  do  harm  to  Carolina.  In  truth,  they  were  so  utterly  indif- 
ferent or  ignorant,  that  among  the  councillors  designated  by  name 
to  administer  the  oath  to  Burrington  as  governor,  we  find  on  the 
records  that  of  Colonel  Pollock,  who  had  been  in  his  grave  since 
August,  1722.  Worse  than  this,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  they 
did  the  same  thing  in  April,  1725,  a  year  afterward,  when  they 
appointed  Burrington's  successor.  These  evidences  of  gross  inat- 
tention, however,  were  of  minor  moment  compared  with  tlie  more 
flagrant  wrong  committed  on  North  Carolina  in  sending  such  a 
man  as  Burrington  to  govern  her.  They  must  have  known  his 
previous  history.  His  early  career  had  certainly  not  qualified 
him  for  the  responsible  position  in  which  they  placed  him.  It 
was  a  wicked  trifling  with  the  happiness  of  ten  thousand  people 
(for  such  was  now  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  province),  to 
place  them  at  the  mercy  of  ignorance  and  profligacy  combined. 
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What  could  be  expected  of  a  governor  of  whom  the  Btoiy  soon 
reached  Albemarle  from  England,  that  he  had  actually  been  in- 
dicted, convicted,  and  imprisoned  in  London,  for  heating  a  woman  ! 
and  she  helpless  and  old  ?  At  the  time  Burrington  came  to  Caro- 
lina all  was  prospering,  and  no  governor  that  ever  landed  in  the 
province  had  a  fairer  opportunity  than  he  had  to  endear  himself 
to  the  people  and  advance  their  happiness.  He  was  equally  indif- 
ferent to  their  love  and  to  their  comfort.  He  very  soon  made 
enemies  of  Reed  and  Lovick,  both  of  whom  spoke  of  him  with 
undisguised  contempt,  and  when  he  complained,  stated  that  they 
were  ready  to  prove  what  they  had  said. 

Burrington's  instructions,  which  are  now  before  us,  directed  him 
to  act  with  a  council,  consisting  of  twelve  individuals,  who  were 
also  to  compose  the  upper  house  of  the  legislative  body.  He  had 
power,  but  only  with  consent  of  the  other  members  of  the  council, 
to  suspend  one  of  their  number ;  and,  with  the  same  consent,  pro- 
visionally to  fill  vacancies.  He  was  authorized  to  assent  to  the 
laws  that  might  be  enacted,  provided  a  clause  was  inserted  in 
them,  that  they  should  not  go  into  force  and  be  executed,  until 
they  had  been  approved  by  the  lords  proprietor :  a  stupid  pro- 
viso, in  perfect  harmony  with  the  usual  blundering  management 
of  their  lordships,  and  practically  almost  equivalent  to  a  prohibi- 
tion of  legislation;  for  frequent  opportunities  of  communicating 
with  England  did  not  exist;  and  beside,  the  lords  proprietors  were 
not  remarkable  for  the  prompt  dispatch  of  business.  In  a  time  of 
trouble,  like  that  of  the  Tuscarora  war,  for  instance,  obedience  to 
such  a  proviso  would  have  insured  the  ruin  of  the  province.  He 
was  also  ordered  to  redeem  and  cancel  all  the  paper  currency  that 
had  been  issued  by  the  province ;  and  to  obey  the  law  passed  in 
the  sixth  year  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  for  regulating  the  value  of 
foreign  coin  in  the  plantations  of  America. 

At  the  time  of  Burrington's  administration,  Christopher  Gale 
was  chief-justice,  James  Stan  way,  attorney-general,  John  Lovick, 
secretary  of  the  province,  Edwai'd  Moseley,  surveyor-general, 
Arthur  GoflFe,  receiver-general,  John  Dunstan  naval  officer,  and 
Henry  Clayton,  provost  marshal ;  and  the  whole  revenues  of  the 
province  did  not  equal  the  annual  expenses. 

The  chief-justice  did  not  long  continue  to  hold  his  office.     By 
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the  instructions  to  Burrington,  it  appears  that  the  council  were 
ordered  to  appoint  two  assistant  justices,  and  they  made  choice  of 
Adam  Cockburne  and  Edmund  Gale.  In  the  autumn  of  1724, 
Martin  states  (though  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  authority 
from  the  proprietors  for  the  appointment)  that  Thomas  Pollock, 
the  son  of  the  late  president,  was  appointed  chief-justice,  and 
William  Dunning,  Cullen  Pollock,  Isaac  Hill,  John  Alston,  and 
Robert  Lloyd  were  made  associate  justices.*  That  the  change 
above  stated  was  made,  however,  by  Burrington's  appointment,  does 
appear  from  the  records  of  Albemarle  criminal  court  of  the  date  of 
1724.*  At  the  same  time  William  Little,  according  to  Martin,  suc- 
ceeded Stanway  aa  attoniey-general.  This  is  erroneous ;  Little 
succeeded  Thomas  Boyd  in  1725.  Boyd  succeeded  Stanway.'  By 
the  same  records  it  also  appears  that  Gale  was  again  chief-justice 
in  1726,  witli  Edmund  Gale  and  John  Alston  as  associates. 

The  subject  of  the  boundary  line  between  Virginia  and  Caro- 
lina formed  one  of  the  particulars  of  instruction  to  Burrington, 
and  received  some  attention  during  his  administration.  The  his- 
tory of  this,  however,  has  been  presented  in  the  first  chapter  of 
this  volume  on  "  Exploration  and  Settlement." 

Martin  states,  that  probably  no  legislature  was  convened  during 
Burrington's  short  administration  of  fifteen  months ;  at  any  rate, 
he  says,  "  no  record  of  any  of  their  proceedings  has  been  pre- 
served."^ There  is  here  a  departure  from  his  usual  accuracy  in  the 
statement  of  such  facts  as  are  founded  on  documentary  evidence. 
We  have  before  us,  from  the  original  records  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  bearing  date  April  17th,  1724,  "  the  address  of 
the  lower  house  of  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  to  the  Honorable 
George  Burrington,  Esq.,  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of 
North  Carolina,  and  to  the  honorable  council."  The  address  rep- 
resents that  it  appears  to  the  lower  house  that  most  of  the  lands 
in  Albemarle  county  had  been  taken  up,  and  that  the  growth  and 
increase  of  the  government  was  much  obstructed  by  reason  of  the 
proprietors'  instructions  concerning  the  sale  of  their  lands ;  that, 
consequently,  many  who  had  come  into  the  province  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  therein,  had  been  obliged  to  relinquish  their  pur- 

i  1  Martin,  p.  296.  »  Records,  July  27,  1725. 

*  MS.  records  of  Albemarle  Criminal  Court.  *  1  Martin,  p.  296. 
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pose  and  leave  it,  and  that  others  were  daily  removing,  from  want 
of  ability  to  comply  with  the  proprietors'  terms  of  sale.  Those 
terms  were  payment  in  "  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain,"  and  to 
obtain  specie  was  impossible :  it  was  not  in  the  country.  The 
lower  house,  therefore,  suggested  a  respectful  memorial  to  the 
proprietors  on  the  subject ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  and  until 
their  lordships  could  be  heard  from,  the  governor  and  council 
should  give  orders,  that  persons  wishing  to  settle  in  the  province 
might  enter,  survey,  and  occupy  any  vacant  lands,  upon  the  pay- 
ment annually  of  a  rent  to  be  agreed  on  by  the  council,  until  their 
lordships  should  declare  how  the  purchase  money  should  be  paid ; 
and  on  that  declaration,  the  occupant  should  have  a  limited  time 
allowed  him,  within  which  to  determine  whether  he  would  pur- 
chase on  the  proprietors'  terms.  This  was  signed  officially  by  the 
"  speaker"  of  the  lower  house,  and  sent  to  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil. The  upper  house  entirely  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  lower, 
and  gave  orders  to  the  surveyor-general  accordingly,  to  survey  for 
new-comers  any  of  the  vacant  lands  in  Bath  county,  and  fixed  the 
rent  at  Ihree  shillings  for  each  hundred  acres. 

Burrington  seems  to  have  made  himself  an  object  of  contempt 
to  the  respectable  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  probably 
unwilling  or  afraid  to  remain  for  that  reason.  At  any  rate,  at  a 
period  when  certain  individuals  of  character  had  been  ordered  by 
the  council  to  appear  before  them  and  answer  for  disparaging  re- 
marks they  had  made  concerning  the  governor,  before  their  ap- 
pearance, Burrington  (and,  as  it  would  seem,  very  abruptly)  an- 
nounced to  the  board  his  intention  to  visit  the  southern  parts  of 
the  province,  and  the  possible  extension  of  his  journey  to  Charles- 
ton, and  nominated  Moseley  to  preside  in  the  council  and  transact 
the  public  business  during  his  absence.  The  council  appointed 
Moseley,  who  took  the  proper  oaths  of  qualification.  We  find  the 
governor  afterward,  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  1725,  in  North  Car- 
olina, complaining  of  the  abusive  and  contemptuous  language 
which  Lovick,  the  secretary,  had  publicly  used  concerning  him ; 
and  on  the  same  day  the  council  received  intelligence  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  his  successor.  Sir  Richard  Everard,  which  had  been 
made  on  the  7th  of  April,  1725,  with  instructions  to  administer 
the  governor's  oath  to  him. 
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On  this  visit  to  the  Cape  Fear,  Burrington  purchased  and  settled 
a  plantation  five  miles  below  the  old  town  of  Brunswick.  The 
creek  on  which  the  lands  lay  was  called  Governor's  Creek,  and  re- 
tains the  name  to  this  day.  On  this  plantation  he  subsequently 
lived  several  years.* 

On  the  17th  of  July,  Everard  produced  his  commission,  and  was 
qualified  at  Edenton,  Burrington  still  remaining  in  the  province. 
If  Burrington  was  dissipated,  Everard  was  rash ;  if  the  one  was 
profligate  and  eccentric,  the  other  was  self-important  and  weak. 
The  reader  may  form  an  accurate  estimate  of  both  by  turning  to 
the  preliminary  documents  which  precede  our  chapter  on  "  The 
Law  and  its  Administration."  He  will  there  find,  as  might  have 
been  expected  from  two  such  men,  that  they  very  soon  quan*elled. 
The  vulgar  blackguardism  of  the  ex-governor  sought  food  for  the 
gratification  of  its  malice,  where  unfortunately  it  was  abundant 
enough,  in  the  ridiculous  inflation  of  the  baronet.  Burrington  de- 
clared that  Everard  was  an  ass,  fai'  inferior  as  a  ruler  to  Sancho 
Panza."  Fortunately  neither  of  the  men  had  power  to  rally  many 
supporters  of  influence  and  standing,  to  form  factions,  and  once 
more  light  the  torch  of  civil  war.  Both  had  their  followers,  but 
they  were  mostly  of  that  class  whose  power  is  that  merely  of  the 
individual  bully ;  and  in  the  hostile  encounters  and  tavern  brawls 
of  such  as  these,  Everard  was  undignified  enough  to  be  personally 
engaged. 

Sir  Kichard  met  his  first  legislature  at  Edenton  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1726.  The  enactments  made  were  of  little  importance 
and  few  in  number.  In  fact,  the  most  important  measure  in  Eve- 
rard's  administration  was  the  running  the  boundaiy  line  between 
Virginia  and  Carolina,  of  which  the  history  has  already  been  given 
in  our  first  chapter. 

The  last  Assembly  that  ever  convened  in  Carolina,  nnder  the 
government  of  the  lords  proprietors,  met  at  Edenton  on  the  27th 
of  November,  1728.  This  body  separated  the  precincts  of  Hyde 
and  Beaufort  in  their  court  system,  and  directed  a  court-house  to 
be  built  in  the  former  county  where  Woodstock  now  stands.  The 
county  of  Tyrrel  was  formed  from  parts  of  Currituck,  Pasquotank, 

>  Davis^  Address  before  the  Lit  Societies  of  the  University  in  1855,  p.  18. 
•  Vide  ante,  p.  127. 
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Perquimons,  and  Bertie.  The  precinct  of  Carteret  was  divided, 
and  as  Cape  Fear  Kiver  was  now  partially  resettled,  the  connty  of 
New  Hanover  was  created.  There  was  one  other  act  which  some 
may  deem  a  suitable  finale  for  the  sixty-six  years  of  blnndering 
misrule  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors.  This  authorized  the  emis- 
sion of  forty  thousand  pounds  more  of  the  bills  of  credit.  The 
proprietors  were  at  that  time  contemplating  the  relief  of  tliem- 
selves  from  all  further  annoyance  by  disposing  of  the  province, 
and  to  them  it  was  of  no  moment  whether  the  paper  trash  amount- 
ed to  forty  or  forty  thousand  poimds.  They  never  meant  to  redeem 
a  penny  of  it. 

The  British  parliament  looking  only  to  the  trade  of  the  colonies 
as  a  source  of  profit,  had  made  the  discovery  that  it  was  far  better 
for  English  merchants  that  the  crown  should  have  the  entire  con- 
trol of  the  colonies.  Accordingly,  in  1728,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons presented  to  the  king  an  address,  in  which  they  besought 
him  to  buy  Carolina  of  the  proprietors,  and  offered,  in  the  next  aid 
voted  by  parliament,  to  include  the  purchase  money  required  to 
pay  for  it.  The  king  was  willing  enough  to  buy,  and  negotiations 
were  opened.  Seven  of  the  original  shares  of  the  proprietors  were 
found  to  be  in  hands  willing  to  dispose  of  them ;  the  remaining 
eighth  was  owned  by  Lord  Carteret,  and  he  was  not  willing  to  sell 
his  interest  which  had  come  down  to  him  in  direct  descent  from 
the  original  grantee.  Sir  George  Carteret.  The  crown  bought  the 
remaining  seven,  and  in  the  conveyance,  the  proprietors  surren- 
dered all  property  in  the  soil,  all  their  franchises  under  the  char- 
ters of  Charles  H.,  and  all  rights  of  government.  The  considera- 
tion paid  by  the  crown  was  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  for 
each  of  the  seven  shares,  and  an  additional  sum  was  allowed  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  each  share  for  arrears  of  quit-rents  due  from 
the  planters.  And  so  ended  the  proprietary  government  of  North 
Carolina. 
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CHAPTER   VIL 

MANNERS   AND  CUSTOMS,   ETC. 

We  fear  that  our  previous  chapters  will  not  have  accomplished 
one  of  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  written,  if  they  have  not 
enabled  the  reader,  before  reaching  this  page,  to  form  for  himself 
a  tolerably  accurate  picture  of  the  general  manners  of  the  differ- 
ent classes  that  composed  the  society  of  the  proprietary  times. 

"We  say  different  classes,  because  the  artificial  distinctions  of 
society  were  prominent  enough.  There  were  educated  men  in  the 
province,  some  of  whom  were  natives,  who  had  been  sent  in  early 
life  for  training  in  English  schools  and  universities.  They  had  re- 
turned about  the  period  of  incipient  manhood,  and  brought  with 
them  the  refinements  and  habits  belonging  to  the  class  of  educated 
gentry  in  England,  with  which  they  had  so  long  associated.  Thei-e 
were  also  those  who,  not  native,  had  come,  in  maturer  age,  with 
similar  tastes  and  correspondent  cultivation.  Some  of  these  were 
allied  also  to  families  of  rank  in  England,  and  added  pride  of  blood 
to  tlie  courtesies  of  gentle  breeding.  There  was  material,  there- 
tofore, for  a  quasi  aristocracy,  which  however  was  not  numerous. 
vNext  there  was  a  class  which,  by  shrewdness,  thrift,  and  superior 
intelligence,  had  contrived  to  become  rich,  w^hile  the  masses  re- 
mained poor;  and  who,  rising  gradually  as  their  accumulations 
increased,  had  become  large  landed  proprietors,  in  possession  of 
some  of  the  best  bodies  of  land  in  the  country,  the  future  value  of 
which  they  had  the  sagacity  to  foresee  when  they  came  to  tlie 
province  in  its  infancy.  They  managed  to  make  their  possessions 
profitable,  and  these  probably  had  the  largest  command  of  money 
or  credit :  the  credit  was  sometimes  European,  founded  on  their 
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balances  in  the  hands  of  their  London  agents.  It  was  out  of  this 
class  that  the  lords  proprietors  usnally  selected  their  deputies,  thus 
making  them  members  of  the  council,  and  elevating  them  to  a 
level  with  those  who  constituted  the  pseudo-aristocracy  to  which- 
we  have  referred. 

y-  The  next  class  who  were  freemen,  was  composed  of  the  ordinary 
and  uninstructed  emigrants  who,  in  England,  would  have  belonged 
to  the  peasantry  or  agricultural  laborers,  some  of  whom  had  vol- 
untarily emigrated,  and  were  employed  on  the  farms,  where  they 
labored  for  wages.  Tliere  were,  however,  others  among  this  class 
whose  crimes  had  reduced  them  to  a  temporary  slavery :  these 
were  the  transported  convicts,  liiale  and  female,  who  had  been 
brought  in  and  sold  to  the  planters.  The  condition  of  these  was 
more  wretched  than  that  of  any  other  whites  in  the  province. 
Entering  upon  their  toils  with  the  stigma  of  infamy  on  them,  they 
were  natm-ally  objects  of  suspicion  and  vigilance,  subjected  to  the 
punishment  of  the  lash,  at  the  discretion  of  the  overseer  or  master, 
and  doomed  to  hard  work,  hard  fare,  and  hard  lodging.  That 
skilful  master  in  fictitious  narrative,  to  whom  we  have  before  allu- 
ded, De  Foe,  presents,  in  his  story  of  "  Colonel  Jack,"  a  picture  of 
convict  life  in  the  colonies,  which,  we  doubt  not,  is  as  truthful  as 
it  is  sad.  Tliis  bondage  possessed,  however,  one  redeeming  fea- 
ture— the  slavery  was  temporary ;  and  at  its  close,  the  emanci- 
pated bondman  was  furnished  with  both  land  and  tools,  and  might 
become  the  founder  of  a  new  family  and  a  new  character.  If  his 
conduct  as  a  servant  was  marked  by  submission  and  fidelity,  his 
burdens  were  somewhat  lightened  in  his  progress  to  freedom,  and 
tlie  sympathies  of  a  generous  and  pitying  master  were  sometimes 
enlisted,  in  his  encouragement  and  aid,  when  he  began  the  hard, 
but  not  hopeless,  task  of  obtaining  a  new  name,  and  acquiring 
property  on  which  he  could  look  without  the  humiliating  con- 
sciousness that  he  had  obtained  it  by  crime.  It  is  of  little  conse- 
quence to  inquire  what  families,  now  deservedly  respectable,  in 
the  old  provinces  where  convicts  were  most  numerous,  had  an 
origin  as  humble  as  this.  That  some  did,  is  certain.  But  history 
shows  us  that  even  of  royal  and  titled  masters,  few  can  look  back 
without  a  blush  upon  the  founders  of  their  now  proud  houses ;  for 
they  were  but  thieves  and  plunderers  on  a  broader  scale :  and  it  is 


674  HI8T0BT  OF  KOttTH  OABOUNA. 

to  be  remarked  that  there  is  more  ti*ne  nobility  in  the  virtue  which 
manfully  and  successfully  strives  to  retrieve  a  ruined  character,  by 
upright  conduct,  than  all  the  blazonry  of  heraldry  can  give.  He 
who,  having  once  swerved,  finds  his  way  back  to  the  path  of  truth, 
honor,  and  rectitude,  shows  higher  qualities  of  humanity  than  he 
who  was  never  tempted,  and  therefore  never  fell.  To  repent  of 
wrong  and  amend  it,  is  harder  than  to  avoid  wrong  in  the  begin- 
ning. There  is  dignity  in  penitence,  while  it  is  but  prudence  to 
avoid  temptation. 

Among  the  upper  classes  that  we  have  mentioned,  there  was 
occasional  intercourse — ^frequent  it  could  not  be  in  the  condition 
of  the  country.  There  was  for  a  long  time  nothing  like  a  town 
to  invite  to  a  permanent  residence,  or  attract  the  visitor  from  a  dis- 
tance. The  general  court  and  the  Assembly  for  many  years  had 
no  fixed  place  of  session.  Sometimes  the  meetings  were  at  the 
private  residence  of  one  councillor,  sometimes  at  that  of  another. 
The  councillors  saw  each  other  most  frequently,  simply  because  of 
the  necessity  which  more  frequently  brought  them  together  ;  but 
the  records  of  the  council  show  that  the  absence  of  members  was 
otten  such,  that  it  at  last  became  necessary  to  impose  as  a  penalty 
the  forfeiture  of  the  position.  Communication  by  other  modes 
than  that  of  personal  interview,  could  be  had  by  private  messen- 
gers only,  to  whom  their  respective  masters  intrusted  letters, 
Tliere  were  no  postal  arrangements  except  during  the  period  of  the 
Indian  war,  when  prompt  communication  was  all  important.  The 
plan,  then  enforced  by  an  act  of  the  Assembly,  was  the  simple  one 
of  transmitting,  by  a  special  messenger,  dispatches  to  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  nearest  plantation,  whose  duty  it  was  made  by  law  in- 
stantly to  forward,  by  a  new  messenger  of  his  own,  the  papers  to 
his  nearest  neighbor  who  lived  in  the  proper  direction  ;  and  he, 
furnishing  a  new  courier,  sent  it  on  one  stage  further  in  its  pro- 
gress, and  thus  it  travelled  until  it  reached  its  destination.  There 
was  a  sad  want  of  intercourse. 

And  if  this  difficulty  was  felt  by  their  betters,  it  was  still  more 
felt  by  their  servants  and  laborers.  No  white  bondman  could 
leave  his  master's  lands  but  under  such  restrictions  as  amounted 
to  a  virtual  prohibition ;  and  no  hired  laborer  could  come  and  go 
as  he  pleased.     Sunday  was  a  day  of  rest  from  toil,  and  one  might 
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hastily  suppose  that,  on  that  day,  the  common  people  would  mingle 
together  at  the  places  of  worship.  Alas!  for  long,  long  years *^ 
there  were  no  places  of  worship.  They  never  amounted  to  more 
than  some  half  dozen,  of  all  sorts,  while  the  proprietors  owned 
Carolina;  and  when  their  unblessed  dominion  ended,  there  was 
not  a  minister  of  Christ  living  in  the  province.  The  wild,  rol- 
licking youth,  who  despised  the  plantation  work,  and  lived  by 
hunting,  and  the  wilder  Indian,  were  almost  the  only  individuals 
who  kept  up  the  usages  of  polite  "society,"  by  frequent  visiting. 
Tliey  roved  over  the  country,  traversing  the  woods  from  planta- 
tion to  plantation,  and  probably  saw  more  of  the  inhabitants  at 
large  than  any  one  else  in  the  province.  The  Quakers,  indeed, 
met  at  their  weekly  and  monthly  meetings,  but  there  aU  were 
Quakers :  they  intermingled  no  more  than  others  did  with  the  in- 
habitants generally. 

As  to  the  condition  and  habits  of  the  higher  classes,  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  ancient  wills  and  inventories  of  that  day  reveals  the 
fact  that  there  was  more  of  wealth,  and  of  the  usages  of  refined 
society,  than  has  hitherto  been  supposed.  Many  of  these  old 
documents  show  us  that  in  the  wilds  of  Albemarle  were  to  be 
found,  in  many  families,  an  amount  of  silver  plate,  for  instance,  . 
and  other  tokens  of  a  luxurious  refinement,  which  indicate  the 
probable  existence  of  a  social  position  and  habits  not  expected  in 
the  wilderness.  The  wealthier  classes,  no  doubt,  had  at  times 
their  festive  meetings,  and  lived  in  the  interchange  of  mutual  en- 
tertainments. The  allurements  of  good  cheer  and  the  pleasures 
of  social  intercourse  were  temptations  strong  enough  to  overcome 
the  difficulties  of  reaching  each  other's  houses.  The  hospitality  of 
the  country  was  boundless,  and  this  characteristic  of  early  times 
still  continues.  There  is  not  on  earth  a  more  hospitable  people 
than  those  of  North  Carolina.  To  provide  a  feast  in  the  early 
days  of  our  colonization  was  not  difficult.  The  meats,  abundant 
in  their  variety  and  excellent  in  quality,  were  readily  furnished 
by  the  cattle,  the  swine,  and  the  sheep,  which  found  sustenance, 
almost  without  the  aid  of  man,  in  the  products  of  the  forests  over 
which  they  roved.  The  Indian  hunter,  usually  attache<l  to  the 
households  of  the  wealthy,  added  to  the  supply,  and  the  buffalo, 
the  elk,  the  deer,  with  the  smaller  edible  quadrupeds,  were  all  in 
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the  country.  The  waters  teemed  with  fish :  each  planter  had  his 
own  vegetable  garden ;  fruits,  both  cultivated  and  wild,  were  not 
wanting ;  the  never-failing  Indian  com  furnished  many  varieties 
of  bread,  and  the  rum  and  sugar  of  the  West  Indies,  which  were 
brought  by  their  own  craft  and  the  New  England  traders,  afforded 
materials  for  toddy;  while  an  infusion  of  the  juice  of  the  lime, 
derived  from  the  same  quarter,  converted  it  into  punch,  to  which, 
by  the  way,  we  have  discovered,  from  various  little  incidents, 
casually  mentioned,  that  our  bibulous  forefathers  had  no  uncon- 
*  querable  aversion.  The  good  old  worthies  seem  to  have  preferred 
it  to  wine.  Here  were  abundant  materials  to  furnish  forth  a  lordly 
feast,  and  our  respected  ancestors  were  much  too  wise  not  to  en- 
joy them.  How  much  of  formality  or  state  attended  on  one  of 
these  entertainments  among  the  Albemarle  aristocracy,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  eighteenth  century,  we  cannot  certainly  say ;  but 
probably  there  was  all  the  display  that  conscious  dignity  could 
exhibit.  Tlie  laws  of  the  period  incidentally  inform  us  tliat  some 
of  these  grandees  had  servants  in  livery ;  and  it  is  therefore  not 
unlikely  that  the  proprieties  of  a  courtly  etiquette  were  imitated 
(we  will  not  say  caricatured),  and  that  some  convict  lacquey  from 
London  may  have  played  off  the  same  airs  in  the  log  house  or 
clapboard  tenement  of  Albemarle,  which  had  purchased  for  him 
celebrity  in  the  dining-room  of  my  lord  in  England. 

As  these  upper  classes  had  constant  communication  with  tBe 
mother  country,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  their  apparel,  for 
great  occasions,  came  from  London  ;  and,  as  we  know  the  English 
costume  of  the  times,  we  can  hardly  be  said  to  draw  on  imagina- 
tion at  all  for  the  picture  which  the  gentleman  of  that  day  must 
have  presented  at  one  of  these  enteilainments.  "Square-cut 
coats  and  long-flapped  waistcoats  with  pockets  in  them,  the  latter 
meeting  the  stockings  drawn  up  over  the  knee  so  high  as  to  en- 
tirely conceal  the  breeches,  but  gartered  below  it ;  large  hanging 
cuffs  and  lace  ruffles ;  the  skirts  of  the  coats  stiffened  out  with 
wire  or  buckram,  from  between  which  peeped  the  hilt  of  the 
sword  ;  blue  or  scarlet  silk  stockings,  with  gold  or  silver  clocks; 
lace  neckcloths ;  square-toed,  short-quartered  shoes,  with  high  red 
heels  and  small  buckles ;  very  long  and  formally  curled  perukes ; 
small  three-cornered  hats,  laced  with  gold  or  silver  galloon,  and 
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sometimes  trimmed  with  feathers,"  composed  the  habit  of  the  no- 
blemen and  gentlemen  during  the  reigns  of  Queen  Anne  and 
George  L,  1702-1727.^ 

But  we  must  not  pass  by  unnoticed  the  costume  in  which  the 
wives  of  the  governor  and  other  dignitaries  of  the  province  ap- 
peared at  the  same  time.  At  tlie  beginning  of  the  century,  the 
tall  head-dress  known  as  the  "  tower  or  commode"  was  still  worn  ; 
but  as  this  required  in  its  construction  the  skill  of  the  professional 
perruquier,  we  can  hardly  suppose  it  ever  figured  in  Albemarle ; 
and  fortunately  the  queen  adopted  a  much  more  sensible  fashion, 
so  that  in  1711  the  hair  was  worn  clustering  in  curls  round  the 
back  of  the  neck  and  on  the  shoulders,  and,  in  the  case  of  her  ma- 
jesty, without  powder.  This  was  a  fashion  alike  graceful  and  easy 
of  adoption.  But  as  a  counterpoise  to  this  natural  and  simple 
coiifure,  the  enormous  wheel  fardingale,  or  hoop,  was  introduced. 
Cherry-colored  hoods  were  also  worn,  as  were  scarlet  stockings, 
and  black  patches  were  put  on  various  parts  of  the  face.  Hie 
gowns  were  flounced  and  furbelowed,  as  we  learn  from  Addison, 
who  says,  in  the  Spectator,  that  a  lady  in  high  dress  "  looked  like 
one  of  those  animals  which  in  the  country  we  call  a  Friezland 
hen."*  A  black  silk  mantua  and  small  muff  were  also  part  of  the 
costume  of  a  lady  at  that  day ;  and  no  doubt  Madam  Hyde,  who 
came  over  about  1710,  soon  indoctrinated  those  of  the  Carolina 
ladies  whose  husbands  could  afford  to  indulge  them  in  the  ever- 
changing  caprices  of  fashion. 

As  to  the  habitations  of  the  better  class,  they  began  ere  long, 
after  settlement  commenced,  to  aspire  to  something  more  imposing 
than  the  rude  log  hut  which  at  first  formed  the  abode  of  all  classes. 
Framed  houses,  covered  with  clapboards  and  furnished  with  a 
brick  chimney,  were  signs  of  a  proprietor  above  the  commonalty. 
Indeed  there  may  have  been,  we  think  there  were,  some  houses 
entirely  of  brick,  but  these  were  very  rare. 

The  inventories  of  the  estates  of  the  upper  classes,  with  the  prices 
of  that  day,  furnish  no  bad  guide  to  a  picture  of  the  condition  of 
the  people.  If  we  take  Seth  Sothell's  estate,  for  instance,  in  1693, 
we  find  him  possessed  of  negro  and  Indian  slaves,  horses,  sheep, 

1  Plancbe^B  Britis)i  Costume,  p.  897. 

s  Planche,  p.  408.    "  Friezland  hen''  has  been  corrupted  into  ^^/HeUed  hen." 
Vol.  II.— 37 
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and  various  other  articles,  the  prices  of  some  of  which  we  annex. 
A  negro  man  and  his  wile  Vere  valued  at  £40 ;  an  Indian  woman 
and  her  child  at  £15 ;  an  Indian  boy  at  £12 ;  three  horses  were 
worth  £12  10«.  A  gun  seems  to  have  been  worth  but  £1.  A 
hundred  sheep  are  estimated  at  the  value  of  £40.  A  pound  of 
nails  was  worth  nearly  one  shilling  sterling;  a  pound  of  shot  was 
valued  at  three  shillings,  while  a  poimd  of  powder  appears  to  have 
been  worth  just  one  half  of  that  sum.  Until  the  year  1680,  all 
the  accounts  seem  to  have  been  kept  in  tobacco;  these  were 
changed  to  a  money  computation  by  valuing  the  tobacco  at  eight 
shillings  and  fourpence  sterling  for  every  hundred  pounds ;  a  bar- 
rel of  corn  was  of  the  same  value.  At  a  period  a  little  earlier,  in 
1680,  we  have  the  inventory  of  a  richer  man  than  Sothel,  Captain 
Valentine  Byrd,  who  was  one  of  the  grandees  of  the  time,  and 
here  wo  come  upon  "  fine  Holland  sheets,"  and  "  diaper  napkins 
and  table-cloths,"  and  "silver  tankards  and  spoons,"  "dressing- 
boxes,"  "mirrors,"  "books,"  "a  coach,"  and  the  " lignum-vit€B 
punch-bowl,"  with  a  rich  account  of  household  articles  in  the 
shape  of  warming-pans,  beds  and  bedding,  chairs,  tables,  &c. — 
clearly  demonstrating  tliat  Captain  Valentine  Byrd  was  a  man 
"  well  to  do  in  this  world ;"  and  if  not  very  comfortable,  had  no 
i>ne  but  himself  to  blame,  for  he  had  men-servants  and  maid- 
servants, negroes,  Indians,  and  white  convicts,  and  lands  weU 
stocked  and  good  tenements  thereon,  all  which  he  left  to  his  wife, 
who  afterward  gave  both  it  and  herself  to  the  first  leader  of  rebel- 
lion, and  became  "  Madam  Culpepper.'^ 

In  an  inventory  of  still  earlier  date,  1676,  we  get  a  description 
of  the  dwelling-house  of  a  man  of  substance :  "  One  framed  house, 
forty  feet  long  and  twenty  feet  wide,  with  a  shade  on  the  back, 
and  a  porch  on  the  front,  being  all  sawed  work,  and  all  ready 
framed."  This,  it  must  be  understood,  was  the  skeleton  or  frame 
merely,  as  yet  uncovered ;  it  was  worth  £7  18*  sterling.  The  tin>- 
bers,  it  will  be  observed,  were  "  all  sawed,"  not  hewed  with  the 
axe  merely ;  and  this  use  of  the  saw-mill  is  worthy  of  mention,  for 
it  was  not  common  at  that  day.  The  property  of  Mr.  Francis 
Godfrey,  from  whose  inventory  we  are  copying,  certainly  indicates 
the  possession  of  great  comfort,  not  to  say  luxury,  at  quite  an  early 
period.    Beside  a  considerable  amount  of  silver  ware,  in  the  form 
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of  bowls,  cups,  spoons,  &c.,  we  find  c/irpets,  mirrors,  large-leaved 
dining-tables,  tea-table,  bed-curtains,  books,  gold  rings,  and  vari- 
ous other  articles,  indicative  of  a  style  of  living  such  as  we  scarce 
expected  to  find  in  Albemarle  in  1676,  only  thirteen  years  after 
tlie  settlement  was  commenced.  And  when  the  aifFerence  in  the 
value  of  money  at  that  day  and  this  is  remembered,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  condition  of  the  upper  class  in  the  province  was  better 
than  has  been  usually  supposed. 

The  demeanor  of  the  humbler  classes  toward  these  wealthy  pro- 
prietors was  marked  generally  by  the  deference  and  respect  which, 
at  this  day,  draws  a  strong  line  of  distinction  between  the  agricul- 
tural laborere  and  the  gentry  in  England.  Tliere  was  but  little 
communication  between  them,  save  that  founded  on  the  relation 
of  master  and  servant,  or  sometimes  magistrate  and  culprit — in 
which  latter  case,  we  have  remarked  that  the  accused,  when  con- 
victed, was  generally  handed  over  to  tlie  constable  for  the  discipline 
of  the  lash.  During  the  troubles  of  Culpepper  and  Carey,  how- 
ever, the  people  broke  loose  from  their  habitual  servility,  because 
they  had  leaders  who  belonged  to  the  grade  above  them,  and  were 
taught  that  insubordination  was  the  path  to  their  elevation ;  but 
as  soon  as  these  rebellious  were  put  down  they  returned,  so  far  as 
we  can  discover,  at  once  to  their  former  state  of  deferential  sub- 
mission. Tliey  were  too  ignorant  and  too  poor  either  to  originate 
or  prosecute  a  rebellion. 

Tlie  condition  of  the  common  people,  however,  was  one  of  ma- 
terial comfort,  except  in  the  case  of  the  white  convict  laborer, 
whose  treatment  was  severe.  In  his  case  the  food  was  coarse, 
though  abimdant  enough,  for,  independent  of  all  considerations  of 
humanity,  it  was  not  his  master's  interest  to  let  him  starve.  But 
of  such  of  this  class  as  were  not  working  as  hired  laborers  or  con- 
vict servants,  the  situation  was  comfortable  enough ;  in  fact  the 
facility  with  which  such  an  one,  by  very  little  labor,  made  a  sup- 
port, rendered  his  situation  rather  too  comfortable  for  his  good,  as 
the  stimulus  of  necessity  was  wanting  to  prompt  to  steady  labor. 
He  had  too  many  idle  hours.  lie  was  often  hunting  in  the  woods 
or  fishing  on  the  streams  and  in  the  Sound,  especially  if  he  had  no 
mechanical  calling. 

As  to  costume,  most  of  this  class  were  probably  clad  by  the  in- 
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(liistry  of  the  females  of  the  colony,  where  they  had  family  connec- 
tions ;  for  we  read  of  cloth  made  by  the  women,  of  cotton,  of  wool, 
and  even  of  flax,  which  they  converted  into  garments,  suflBcient  in 
quantity  to  clothe  the  household.  But  coarse  goods  were  also  im- 
ported by  the  planters,  for  we  find  mention  made  of  "  serge  suits 
for  the  servant  maids,"  of  "  coarse  kerseys,"  "  tufted  Holland  jack- 
ets," &c.,  with  which  the  plantation  storehouse  was  wont  to  be 
supplied  for  tlie  slaves  and  convict  servants. 

Tlieir  log  habitations,  in  our  mild  climate,  with  very  little  care 
bestowed  in  stopping  the  interstices  between  the  timbers  with  the 
long  moss  and  a  clay  plaster,  would,  as  we  all  know,  become 
very  comfortable  tenements;  while,  in  the  severest  weather,  an 
abundance  of  fuel  was  to  be  obtained  at  their  very  doors.  Indeed 
their  habitations  were  far  more  comfortable  than,  at  that  day,  were 
those  of  the  poor  in  London.  Tlie  picture  of  that  great  metropolis, 
widely  different  116 w,  is  thus  sketched  by  a  careful  writer :  "  Tlie 
greater  part  of  the  houses  were  still  sheds  of  wood,  or  of  wood  and 
brick,  the  wretchedness  of  which  was  only  brought  into  strong  re- 
lief by  stately  buildings  tliat  here  and  there  intervened ;  the  streets 
were  crooked  and  narrow,  and  generally  overshadowed  by  a  per- 
petual twilight,  from  the  abutments  overhead,  that  rose,  story 
above  story,  until  they  almost  closed  upon  each  other ;  and  being 
unpaved,  they  were  damp  and  dirty  even  in  dry  weatlier,  and,  in 
rainy,  were  almost  knee-deep  with  mud."V 

We  know  what  the  amusements  were  of  those  in  England  who 
corresponded  in  station  to  the  class  in  Albemarle  of  which  we  are 
now  writing;  and  perhaps  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that, 
making  due  allowance  for  difference  of  situation  and  circum- 
stances, the  recreations  of  the  common  people  were  the  same  in 
both  countries,  especially  as  in  some  instances  we  know  them  to 
have  been  so.  Dancing,  wrestling,  foot-racing,  cudgel-playing, 
nine-pins,  shovel-board,  quoits,  cock-fighting,  and  frequenting  tav- 
erns, were  certainly  among  the  common  sports  of  the  Albemarle 
commonalty.  But  they  had  two  amusements  unknown  to  the 
Englishman  of  humble  station.  These  were  hunting  and  fishing ; 
and  to  these  we  may  add  a  third,  which  might  indeed  be  pursued 

1  Knight's  Pictorial  Hist,  of  Englaud,  vol.  iii.  p.  686. 
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in  England,  by  some  of  the  lower  classes,  but  it  was  as  a  regular 
calling  for  wages,  while  hero  it  was  an  amusement  not  too  costly 
for  the  poor.  This  was  riding  on  horseback.  Hunting  on  foot, 
however,  we  think  was  most  common.  And  very  little  of  science 
or  rule  was  there  in  it.  The  object  was  the  double  one  of  occupa- 
tion, and  the  food  the  game  afforded ;  and  there  was  no  further 
rule  studied  than  that  which  the  Indian  could  teach  them  when  he 
showed  them  how  to  deceive  and  circumvent  the  instinctive  cau- 
tion of  the  animal  they  were  pursuing.  They  learned  to  imitate 
the  call  of  the  wild  turkey,  and  to  arrest  the  frightened  deer  in 
mid-course,  by  the  shrill,  sharp  whistle,  which  caused  him  to  pause 
long  enough  to  be  shot,  as  he  stood  in  his  surprise.  Tliey  knew 
how  to  construct  the  blind  of  bushes  which  enabled  them  to  steal 
unperceived  on  the  wild  duck  as  he  fed,  or  swung  silently  with  his 
mate  on  the  swell  of  the  gentle  wave  that  broke  upon  the  shore  of 
the  bay.  Tliey  could  lure  the  alligator  from  his  haunts  in  the 
muddy  mai'sh  or  creek  by  mimicking  the  whine  of  a  dog  on  tlie 
shore;  and  were  well  skilled  in  many  other  devices  of  Indian 
hunter-craft,  which  they  learned,  in  the  forest,  from  their  red 
companions. 

There  was  sometimes  a  want  of  magnanimity  in  their  mode  of 
pursuing  tlie  game.  There  was  no  generous  allowance  of  a  chance 
for  life  afforded  to  the  poor  victim.  A  party  sometimes  resorted 
to  what  was  called  "  fire-hunting."  Colonel  Byrd  thus  describes 
it:  "Tliey  fired  the  dry  leaves  in  a  ring  of  five  miles'  circumfer- 
ence, which,  burning  inward,  drove  all  the  game  to  the  centre, 
where  they  were  easily  killed.  It  is  really  a  pitiful  sight  to  see  the 
extreme  distress  the  poor  deer  are  in,  when  they  find  themselves 
surrounded  wMth  this  circle  of  fire ;  they  weep  and  groan  like  a 
human  creature,  yet  cannot  move  the  compassion  of  those  hard- 
hearted people  who  are  about  to  murder  tliem."  The  generous- 
minded  old  Virginian  seems,  however,  to  take  comfort  in  the 
thought  that  sMch  sportsmen  occasionally  pimished  themselves : 
"  Sometimes''  (says  he),  "  in  the  eagerness  of  their  diversion,  they 
ai'e  punished  for  their  cruelty,  and  are  hurt  by  one  another,  when 
they  shoot  across  the  deer  which  are  in  the  middle."  Well  does 
he  call  it  a  "  massacre  in  an  unfair  way." 

Lawson  presents  a  picture  highly  creditable  to  the  general  chai*- 
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acter  of  the  people ;  and  though,  in  many  particulars,  it  is  prob- 
ably true,  yet  we  suspect  it  is  somewhat  over-colored  in  its  state- 
ments as  to  the  male  population;  for  there  is  little  doubt  that 
many  of  them  were  inveterately  lazy.  "  Many  of  the  women" 
(says  he)  "  are  very  handy  in  canoes,  and  will  manage  them  witli 
great  dexterity  and  skill,  which  they  become  accustomed  to  in 
this  watery  country.  Tliey  are  ready  to  help  their  husbands  in 
any  servile  work,  as  planting,  when  tlie  season  of  the  year  requires 
expedition — ^i)ride  seldom  banishing  good  housewifery.  The  girls 
are  not  bred  up  to  the  wheel  and  sewing  only ;  but  the  dairy  and 
affairs  of  the  house  they  are  well  acquainted  withal :  so  that  you 
shall  see  them,  while  very  young,  manage  their  business  with  a 
great  deal  of  conduct  and  alacrity.  The  children  of  both  sexes 
are  very  docile,  and  learn  any  thing  with  a  great  deal  of  ease  and 
method ;  and  those  that  have  tlie  advantages  of  education,  write 
good  hands  and  prove  good  accountants,  which  is  most  coveted, 
and  indeed  most  necessary  in  these  parts.  The  young  men  are 
commonly  of  a  bashful,  sober  behavior ;  few  proving  prodigals,  to 
consume  what  the  industry  of  their  parents  lias  left  them,  but 
commonly  improve  it.  The  marrjing  so  young  carries  a  double 
advantage  with  it,  and  that  is,  that  tlie  parents  see  their  children 
provided  for  in  marriage,  and  the  young  married  people  are  taught 
by  their  parents  how  to  get  their  living;  for  their  admonitions 
make  great  impressions  on  their  children." 

We  have  now,  as  we  hope,  furnished  the  reader  with  the  means 
of  forming  a  correct  idea  of  the  general  condition  of  the  people, 
and  must  devote  our  few  remaining  pages  to  a  rapid  glance  at  the 
prominent  features  of  the  whole  proprietary  government,  and  the 
practical  lessons  which  they  suggest 
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GENERAL   REVIEW. 


In  taking  briefly  a  general  review  of  North  Carolina  during  tlie 
sixty-six  years  of  the  proprietary  government,  it  is  not  diflScult  to 
gather,  from  the  retrospect,  not  merely  the  causes  of  the  very  slow 
progress  made  in  the  path  of  gradual  improvement,  but  also  to 
deduce  lessons,  suggestive, even  yet,  of  much  practical  wisdom  for 
the  fntare,  and  furnishing  a  moral  to  our  story. 

The  earliest  portion  of  the  proprietary  rule  was  the  best,  be- 
cause then  the  titled  owners  of  the  province  meddled  least  with 
its  internal  economy.  Looking  less  to  the  present  than  to  the  fu- 
ture, for  their  reward — stimulated  by  the  anticipations  of  hope, 
and  with  no  bitter  and  costly  experience  of  the  difficulties  of  col- 
onizing, they  expended  their  money  freely,  because  they  were 
sanguine  in  the  expectation  of  its  return ;  and  were  liberal  in  their 
concessions,  because  they  would  allure  colonists.  Hence,  the  ear- 
liest government  of  the  province  was  regulated  more  by  the  will 
of  the  inhabitants  than  by  the  decrees  of  its  owners ;  and  the  le- 
gislation was  satisfactory,  because  it  was  adapted  to  actual  wants 
and  existing  circumstances.  It  was  founded  on  a  reality,  and 
hence  became  a  reality.  The  times  may  have  been  hard,  but  the 
people  who  bore  the  hardship  had  the  privilege  of  striving  at 
least  to  lighten  the  burden  which  pressed  on  them,  and  them  only. 

But  it  may  well  be  doubted,  even  had  tlie  intermeddling  spirit 
of  the  proprietors  never  developed  itself,  whether  there  was  not 
an  elemental,  underlying  defect,  which  would  always  have  retard- 
ed the  progress  of  the  province.  In  the  rude  simplicity  of  early 
colonization,  where  so  much  is  to  be  done  with  the  hands,  and 
where  the  heads  are,  for  the  most  part,  not  likely  to  be  capable  of 
dealing  with  the  abstractions  of  governmental  polity,  or  unravel- 
ling the  intricacies  of  complicated  municipal  regulations,  it  is  ob- 
viously wisest  and  best  that  the  most  simple  system  of  rules,  and 
the  most  unencumbered  deposit  of  authority  in  a  single  governing 
power,  is  most  desirable. 

But  almost  from  the  beginning,  and  indeed  through  the  whole 
period  of  our  review,  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  instead  of 
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living  under  plain  and  simple  laws,  administered  by  ane  govern- 
ing power,  were  subjected,  more  or  less,  to  the  control  of  three. 

Unfortunately,  too,  these  three  had  not  before  them  the  com- 
mon end  of  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people ;  and  a 
diversity  both  of  objects  and  interests  sometimes  produced  colli- 
sions between  them,  which  only  made  it  the  more  difficult  to  pre- 
serve a  triple  allegiance. 

It  is  only  another  illustration  of  the  principle,  established  by 
long  expcrienqe,  that  no  government  can,  as  such,  be  successful, 
which  loses  sight  of  the  true  purpose  of  all  government, — the  com- 
fort and  Imppine^s  of  the  people.  Such  a  government  may,  in- 
deed, maintain  itself  by  power,  but  has  within  itself  the  elements 
of  its  own  destruction.  The  three  ruling  powers  over  the  Caro- 
linians were, — ^first,  the  lords  proprietors,  who  had  a  veto  on  all 
enactments,  and  might,  beside,  issue  their  decrees  to  their  gov- 
ernors and  councils ;  secondly,  the  crown,  which,  though  granting 
largely  with  rash  indiscretion,  yet  reserved  to  itself  its  claim  to 
the  allegiance  of  the  colonists  as  their  rightful  sovereign,  and 
more  than  once  annulled  at  its  pleasure  the  action  of  the  proprie- 
tors ;  and,  thirdly,  the  local  government  within  the  colony  itself, 
vested  in  the  governor,  council,  and  Assembly. 

Their  interests  were  all  diverse.  The  moment  the  colonies  had 
products  to  export,  the  navigation  acts  were  passed,  and  the  crown 
cared  only  for  the  additional  revenue  they  brought  to  her  customs, 
regardless  alike  of  the  sums  expended  by  the  proprietoi's  hi 
planting  and  protecting  the  country,  or  the  toil  of  its  inhabitants, 
whose  industry  furnished  the  products.  Tlie  proprietors  looked 
for  their  remuneration  to  their  quit-rents  and  sales  of  land ;  and 
were  only  anxious  that  the  dividends  from  these,  after  payment  of 
the  annual  expenses  of  the  province,  should  be  as  large  as  possi- 
ble. The  toil  of  the  laborer  affected  their  interests  incidentally 
only,  and  excited  for  its  own  sake  no  throb  of  sympathy  in  their 
bosoms.  To  them  it  was  of  no  consequence  how  hard  the  work  ot 
their  laboring  tenants,  or  how  great  the  personal  privations  they 
endured.  And  as  to  the  local  government  and  people  themselves, 
their  anxiety  naturally  was  confined  to  the  improvement  of  indi- 
vidual condition  among  themselves;  and  provided  they  could 
keep  out  of  the  hands  of  the  crown  and  of  the  proprietors  (their 
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foreign  masters),  they  cared  but  little  to  scrutinize  closely  the 
dexterity  by  which  these  masters  were  cheated  out  of  that  to 
which  the  mass  of  the  colonists  thought  they  had,  at  best,  but  an 
equivocal  right. 

Thus,  in  1678,  Culpepper's  rebellion  was  founded  on  the  determ- 
ination of  Miller,  temporary  governor  and  first  collector  of  the 
royal  revenue,  to  enforce  the  laws  of  trade,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
crown.  In  this  enforcement  the  proprietors  had  no  direct  interest, 
while  tlie  people  felt  it  to  be  to  them  a  positive  injury.  Again,  in 
1706,  Carey  usurped  the  government  and  brought  on  a  civil  war ; 
and  here  the  conflict  was  between  the  usurper,  who  was  sustained 
by  a  large  portion  of  the  people,  and  the  proprietors^  who  were 
the  lawful  owners  of  the  country.  This  civil  strife  undoubtedly 
led  to  tlie  Indian  massacres,  and  consequent  war  of  1711,  threat- 
ening the  utter  destruction  of  the  province,  and  in  which  crown, 
proprietors,  and  people  were  of  course  interested  in  making  com- 
mon cause.  But  in  its  prosecution,  the  proprietors  appear  to  have 
afforded  no  aid.  The  royal  province  of  Virginia,  or  rather  its 
energetic  governor,  Spotswood,  witliout,  however,  any  positive 
instructions  from  the  crown,  interposed,  from  a  politic  considera- 
tion of  the  danger  to  his  own  government  from  unchecked  Indian 
successes  in  Carolina ;  and  the  soutliern  part  of  the  proprietary 
government  of  Carolina,  influenced  by  a  similar  motive,  effectually 
crushed  the  outbreak.  Outward  circumstances  alone  compelled 
unity  of  purpose  and  action  ;  for  the  only  particular  in  which  all 
were  alike  interested — existence  itself — was  in  peril.  Now,  these 
were  the  tliree  great  calamitous  events  which  marked  the  pro- 
prietary period  of  government;  and  they  all  arose  and  were 
aggravated  from  the  fact  of  conflicting  interests  creating  divided 
allegiance.    This  was  one  cause  why  the  province  languished. 

Another,  and  not  less  fatal  one,  was  in  the  mistaken  and  timid 
policy  of  the  proprietor  on  the  first  outbreak  under  Culpepper. 
Tliey  encouraged  future  discontents  and. rebellions  by  not  at  once 
promptly  and  severely  punishing  the  past.  The  people  knew  well 
enough  that  their  lordships'  authority  and  rights  had  been  openly 
and  grossly  contemned  in  Culpepper's  bold  usurpation.  When 
they  saw  that  this  was  unpunished  for  two  years  in  Carolina ;  and 
more  than  that,  when  they  saw  the  guilty  actually  escape,  com- 
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pararively  unharmed,  from  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  them- 
selves in  England,  what  more  natural  conclusion  could  they  reach 
than  that  the  proprietore  were  either  too  weak  or  too  timid  to 
redress  their  wrongs?  With  such  an  opinion  prevalent  among 
the  people,  added  to  the  conviction,  produced  by  personal  expe- 
rience, that  their  lordships  cared  for  them  only  as  their  labor 
might  be  made  profitable,  it  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that  they 
were  found  always  prepared  afterward  to  be  turbulent  and  insur- 
I'ectionarj'. 

And  another  cause  unhappily  strengthened  this  tendency.  This 
was  found  in  their  local  position.  The  population  of  the  country 
was  small,  and  their  pursuits  prevented  a  concentration  of  it. 
small  as  it  was.  They  were  nearly  all,  in  some  mode  or  other, 
connected  with  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Agriculture  was  the 
great  business  of  the  country.  There  were  many  streams  running 
into  Albemarle  Sound,  and  these  ready-prepared  highways  of 
nature  tempted  every  man,  if  he  could,  to  place  himself  on  the 
borders  of  the  streams.  A  thin  line  of  settlers,  scattered  at  long 
intervals,  thus  fringed  the  rivers ;  and,  as  the  small  vessels  of  the 
coimtry,  as  well  as  those  of  New  England,  could  readily  ascend  to 
the  plantations  and  take  away  the  products,  the  sparse  and  j^oor 
population  was  not  likely  to  build  towns. 

The  unavoidable  result  of  such  a  state  of  things  was,  that  inter- 
course among  the  people  was  infrequent,  and  that  the  distance 
between  their  habitations  was  too  great  to  allow  of  schools  for 
tlieir  children,  or  even  of  places  for  the  worship  of  God.  Tliere 
was  scarcely  a  school-house  in  the  province  while  the  proprietors 
owned  it ;  and  some  two  or  three  rude  buildings,  dignified  with 
the  name  of  churches  of  the  establishment,  and  as  many  Quaker 
meeting-houses,  were  the  only  places  of  worship.  Without  reU- 
gion,  without  secular  instruction,  and  without  even  daily  social 
intercourse,  the  inevitable  consequence  among  any  people  must 
be  deplorable  ignorance  among  both  young  and  old.  Tliere  can 
be  no  expansion  of  mind  where  there  is  no  interchange  of  thought; 
and  the  cunning  leadere  of  faction  know  well  that  they  need  never 
lack  followers  where  the  multitude  is  ignorant.  A  Culpepper  and  a 
Carey  could  therefore  the  more  easily  raise  a  rebellion  in  Carolina. 

But,  as  connected  with  this  dispersed  condition  of  the  people, 
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and  the  want  of  some  association  of  men  and  thought  in  a  town, 
there  was  a  fatal  error  committed  from  the  very  beginning.  Tlie 
reader  will  remember  the  apprehensions  of  the  people,  soon  after 
the  country  was  settled  (in  1676),  lest  the  proprietors  should  dis- 
member the  province,  and  sell  Albemarle  to  Sir  William  Berke- 
ley. It  will  also  be  recollected  that  their  lordships  took  pains  to 
allay  their  apprehensions;  and  among  the  reasons  assigned  by 
them  for  not  purposing  a  sale,  one  was  that  its  situation  "  hetng 
contiguous  to  Yirginia^'^  was  "  of  importance  in  planting  the  rest 
of  the  province." 

1S\0  greater  mistake  was  committed  by  their  lordships  in  their 
whole  career  than  that  of  supposing  that  their  province  was  or 
could  be  benefited  by  having  its  first  seat  of  colonization,  Albe- 
marle, contiguous  to  Virginia.  They  were  not  ignorant  of  the 
geography  of  Northeastern  Carolina,  and  therefore  it  really  seems 
strange  that  they  did  not  perceive  that  the  supposed  advantages  of 
contiguity  were  far  more  than  counterbalanced  by  its  disadvantages. 
Virginia  had  been  settled  more  than  half  a  century ;  it  had  a  com- 
paratively numerous  population,  and  a  portion  of  it  was  highly 
intelligent  and  well  educated;  it  had  a  regular  government, — in 
general  well  administered ;  it  had  passed  the  perils  and  dangers 
incident  to  the  earlier  stages  of  colonial  government,  and  was  now 
stable ;  it  was  backed  by  the  power  and  wealth  of  the  crown,  for 
it  was  the  king's  colony ;  it  had  a  trade  that  regularly  brought 
merchant  fleets  from  England  into  the  Chesapeake  and  its  lower 
rivers;  Norfolk  was  already  an  important  shipping  port.  The 
refuse  of  its  population,  writhing  under  the  restraints  imposed  by 
law,  would  naturally  seek  relief  by  passing  into  some  state  of  so- 
ciety less  firmly  organized,  where  crime  might  hope  for  impunity 
because  it  would  find  countenance  in  its  frequency ;  and  an  infant 
settlement,  like  that  of  Albemarle,  on  the  borders  of  Virginia,  was 
precisely  such  an  asylum  as  would  be  sure  to  attract  all  the  vil- 
ains  and  vagabonds  that  Virgim'a  would  not  tolerate.  If  go« 
nen  came  over  the  boundary,  as  some  did,  bad  ones  were  sm^b 
^  come  also. 

On  the  other  hand,  Albemarle  had  a  small  population,  a  very 
eeble  government,  no  support  but  that  of  the  private  fortunes  of 
Jie  proprietors,  no  trade,  no  entrance  from  the  sea  of  any  depth, 
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no  commercial  mart  on  Albemarle  Sound,  nor  any  possibility  of 
ever  making  one  in  that  locality.  To  think,  under  such  circum- 
stances, of  entering  into  rivalry  with  Virginia,  was  simply  ridicu- 
lous :  Albemarle  never  could  be  more  in  reality,  under  such  an 
arrangement,  than  a  sub-colony  to  that  which  was  itself  but  a  col- 
ony— in  fact,  a  tributary  to  Virginia.  It  was,  therefore,  a  serious 
calamity  to  Carolina  that  her  first  colonization  commenced  on  the 
border  line  between  herself  and  Virginia :  it  effectually  shut  the 
door  to  her  progress. 

A  proof  of  this  is  furnished  by  the  far  more  rapid  progress  of 
the  colony  on  Cape  Fear,  under  Yeamans,  in  1665;  and  more 
strikingly  still  in  that  at  Charleston,  in  1671.  In  a  very  little  time 
the  settlement  on  the  Cape  Fear  counted  its  population  by  hun- 
dreds ;  it  established  a  remunerative  trade,  and  attracted  inhabit- 
ants from  Barbadoes  so  rapidly  that  the  legislature  of  that  island 
interposed  to  save  itself  from  injury  by  the  loss  of  its  people.  The 
secret  was,  that  Cape  Fear  and  Charleston  were  too  far  removed 
from  Virginia  to  be  her  tributaries,  or  enter  into  a  disadvantageous, 
nay,  hopeless  rivalry  with  her ;  that  they  had  the  power  of  making 
shipping  ports  into  which  vessels  of  some  bulk  could  come,  and 
therefore  they  Imd  their  own  trade. 

The  thought  has  occurred,  too,  that  the  proprietors  should  have 
been  taught  by  these  examples  how  unavailing  their  efforts  must 
prove  at  Albemarle.  A  commercial  mart  of  their  own  was  the 
first  great,  nay,  indispensable  requisite.  It  is  so  to  every  country ; 
it  must  get  its  surplus  products  to  the  sea,  that,  over  the  sea,  tliey 
may  find  their  way  to  other  lands,  or  the  surplus  is  valueless.  We 
know  not  whether  the  proprietoi's  knew  how  rich  they  were  in  our 
noble  harbor  of  Beaufort ;  perhaps  they  did  not,  though  we  have 
evidence  that  its  value  was  rightly  appreciated  by  others  before 
the  close  of  their  authority ;  but  we  cannot  prevent  the  thought 
from  arising,  of  how  different  at  this  day  might  have  been  the  con- 
dition of  North  Carolina  had  Yeamans  and  his  colonists  travelled 
north  instead  of  south.  The  harbor  of  Beaufort  would  have  offered 
all  the  advantages  they  could  have  desired  for  a  shipping  port ; 
and  a  city  might  long  since  have  stood  upon  the  site  of  the  ancient 
village,  and  perchance  anticipated,  by  years,  the  existence  of  the 
refined  and  hospitable  Charleston. 
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When  five  years  more  shall  have  passed,  just  two  centuries  will 
have  elapsed  since  the  State  commenced  its  career  in  the  coloniza- 
tion of  Albemarle.  Let  us  be  thankful  that  it  took  us  no  longer  to 
discover  that  we  have  a  magnificent  harbor,  on  which  to  erect  a 
commercial  emporium  of  our  own  ;  and  that  our  efforts  have,  at 
last,  been  concentrated  and  directed  to  securing  advantages  which, 
properly  improved,  will  confer  all  that  we  require  to  fill  up  the 
measure  of  our  earthly  prosperity  and  independence. 

Another,  and  by  no  means  slight  cause  of  the  non-progressive 
condition  of  the  province,  was  the  utter  indifference  of  the  proprie- 
tors in  the  selection  of  governors.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  the 
colony  always  prospered  most  when  some  old  inhabitant,  who  was 
president  of  the  council,  was  acting  as  temporary  governor;  or 
when  some  one,  like  Ludwell,  who  had  long  lived  in  the  country, 
was  at  the  head  of  affairs.  Archdale,  Hyde,  and  Eden  were  the 
only  governors  sent  from  abroad  that  were  of  much  service  to  the 
colony.  The  selection  of  a  governor  was  not  generally  made  by 
the  proprietors  on  the  ground  of  fitness,  but  of  favoritism,  or  from 
family  influence.  Some  member  of  a  family  of  rank  needed  to  be 
provided  for,  and  the  proprietors  yielded  to  the  personal  applica- 
tions of  their  friends,  who  were  commonly  the  equals  and  com- 
panions of  their  lordships  in  social  position.  They  rarely,  if  ever, 
sought  simply  to  put  "  the  right  man  in  the  right  place ;"  and  had 
they  done  so,  they  knew  too  little  of  the  country  or  of  the  people, 
discreetly  to  make  a  choice.  Hence  the  province  was  cursed  with 
the  presence  of  such  men  as  Daniel,  and  Carey,  and  Burrington ; 
and,  worst  of  all,  with  a  Sothel,  who  was  permitted  to  buy  a  pro- 
prietorship that  he  might  oppress  a  people.  Such  rulei's,  of  course, 
prevented  wholesome  progress.  The  fault,  therefore,  was  not  en- 
tirely in  the  inhabitants ;  a  large  share  of  it  belonged  to  their 
masters. 

Nor  yet  were  the  people  entirely  blameless.  They  were  igno- 
rant, and,  as  we  have  stated,  had  comparatively  but  little  inter- 
course among  themselves:  to  this  a  partial  exception  existed 
among  the  Quakers,  who,  by  reason  of  the  periodical  recurrence 
of  their  meetings,  were  brought  more  into  personal  contact  with 
each  other ;  and  it  is  observable  that  this  body  always  acted  to- 
gether,— ^they  could  confer  together,  and  digest  and  communicate 
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their  plans  to  their  colleagues.  There  was  no  other  body  in  the 
province  possessed  of  an  organization  that  could  accomplish  this  ; 
and  hence,  even  when  small  in  numbers,  they  possessed  strength 
and  power  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony.  But  it  was  not  always  for 
good,  because  they  were  ignorant. 

But  simple  ignorance  was  not  the  sole  defect  in  the  people; 
there  was  undoubtedly  a  portion  of  the  population  radically  bad, — 
men  who  would  have  been  useful  citizens  nowhere.  They  came 
from  Virginia,  when  they  could  no  longer  evade  Virginia  law,  and 
tlie  records  of  the  sister  State,  of  that  day,  show  that  they  left  num- 
bers like  themselves  behind.  It  was  no  reproach  to  either  Vir- 
ginia or  Carolina  that  such  men  had  found  their  way  into  them ; 
their  education  in  villainy  had  been  completed  in  the  mother 
country  before  they  ever  saw  America.  Virginia  was  older  and 
more  advanced  in  her  institutions  than  Carolina,  and  could  there- 
fore better  drive  them  out ;  Albemarle  was  a  "  safety  valve"  to 
her ;  but  when  they  came  into  Carolina,  the  government  wanted 
imity,  and  the  courts  wanted  strength ;  and,  had  it  been  otherwise, 
there  was  no  "safety  valve"  south  of  Albemarle.  They  could 
not  be  dislodged ;  and  when  faction  and  turbnlence  were  in  the 
ascendant,  such  men  found  it  their  interest  to  be  riotous  and  in- 
subordinate, because  in  such  times  they  found  their  seasons  of 
golden  harvest. 

And  the  very  advantages  bestowed  by  heaven  on  the  country 
itself  only  made  it  easier  for  the  profligate  and  base  to  flourish : 
they  abhorred  honest  labor,  and  were  instinctively  lazy ;  yet,  such 
were  the  soil  and  climate  of  Albemarle,  that  a  very  little  toil  ena- 
bled any  man  to  live,  and  thus  afforded  him  abundant  time  to  de- 
vote to  theft  or  insurrection.  Indeed,  this  facility  in  obtaining  a 
living  no  doubt  made  idlers  of  many  who  were  not  rogues  or 
bad  men.  For  why  should  they  toil,  when  they  had  so  poor  and 
uncertain  a  market  for  their  surplus  ?  Had  they  possessed  ample 
means  of  commerce  in  an  inlet,  a  liarbor,  and  a  mercantile  mart 
of  their  own,  the  morals  of  the  people  would  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent ;  for  active  trade  is  a  civilizer.  They  recognized  as  true, 
what  one  of  their  most  illustrious  contemporaries  had  written : 
Locke  had  said,  "  Labor,  for  labor's  sake,  is  against  noMire^^^  they 
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knew  nothing  abont  Locke,  though  they  were  confirming,  by  their 
conduct,  the  soundness  of  his  abstract  philosophy. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  general  aspect  of  affairs 
during  the  proprietary  government  without  being  saddened  at  the 
picture  of  wretched  misrule  which  retarded  the  progi'ess  of  our 
State.  Bad  masters,  bad  governors,  and  too  large  a  share  of  bad 
subjects,  combined  with  ^  wretched  general  policy,  served  effect- 
ually to  shut  out  religion,  to  exclude  education,  to  prevent  social 
intercourse,  to  foster  idleness,  to  destroy  trade,  to  overturn  au- 
thority, and  to  debase  morals.  And  yet,  with  all  these  retarding 
elements,  some  progress  still  was  made ;  and  as  we  look  upon  it, 
not  without  some  surprise,  we  are  constrained  to  feel  that  the 
wonder  is,  not  that  the  progress  was  so  little,  but  that  there  was 
any  at  all.  Verily,  the  good  men  of  that  day  had  ample  cause, 
for  the  sake  of  our  common  humanity  alone,  to  thank  God  when 
they  saw  the  proprietary  government  of  Carolina  at  an  end  for- 
ever. 
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